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(54) BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION MONITOR

(57) A biological information monitor includes: a
measuring section which is configured to measure bio-
logical information having a periodically changing value;
a sound outputting section which is configured to output
a sound including a first sound and a second sound, in
synchronization with a period of the biological informa-

tion; and a sound controlling section which is configured
to cause the second sound to be output in succession to
the first sound, and which is configured to change the
second sound in accordance with a value of the biological
information.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The presently disclosed subject matter relates
to an apparatus for monitoring biological information of
a patient or the like.
[0002] Among apparatuses for measuring biological
information having a periodically changing value such as
the arterial oxygen saturation (SpO2) or the end-tidal car-
bon dioxide concentration (ETCO2), known is an appa-
ratus which outputs a sound in synchronization with the
period of the biological information (for example, see Jap-
anese Patent No. 3273295).
[0003] In the apparatus disclosed in Japanese Patent
No. 3273295, in order to enable the user to identify the
measurement value without requiring visual reading of
the value, the tone scale of the output sound is changed
in accordance with the value of biological information of
the measurement target. However, it is difficult for a user
having no sense of absolute pitch to discriminate small
differences between scales to identify the measurement
value.

SUMMARY

[0004] The presently disclosed subject matter may
provide a technique which, in a biological information
monitor which outputs a sound corresponding to a meas-
urement value, enables the user to identify the measure-
ment value without depending on the sense of absolute
pitch of the user.
[0005] The biological information monitor may com-
prise: a measuring section which is configured to meas-
ure biological information having a periodically changing
value; a sound outputting section which is configured to
output a sound including a first sound and a second
sound, in synchronization with a period of the biological
information; and a sound controlling section which is con-
figured to cause the second sound to be output in suc-
cession to the first sound, and which is configured to
change the second sound in accordance with a value of
the biological information.
[0006] The sound controlling section may change at
least one of a scale, tone, sound number, length, and
volume of the second sound.
[0007] In a case where the value of the biological in-
formation is outside a normal range, the sound controlling
section may change the second sound.
[0008] The sound controlling section may control the
sound so that the first sound is continuously changed to
the second sound.
[0009] The biological information may be one of an
end-tidal carbon dioxide concentration, a blood oxygen
saturation, and an invasive blood pressure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010]

Fig. 1 is a functional block diagram showing the con-
figuration of a monitor apparatus of an embodiment
of the presently disclosed subject matter.
Fig. 2 is a view illustrating a sound control process
which is performed by the monitor apparatus.
Figs. 3A to 3D are views illustrating modifications of
the sound control process which is performed by the
monitor apparatus.
Fig. 4 is a view illustrating another modification of
the sound control process which is performed by the
monitor apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0011] Hereinafter, an embodiment of the presently
disclosed subject matter will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings. In the drawings
which will be used in the following description, the scale
is adequately changed in order to draw components in a
recognizable size.
[0012] Fig. 1 is a functional block diagram showing the
configuration of a monitor apparatus 10 (an example of
the biological information monitor) of an embodiment of
the presently disclosed subject matter. The monitor ap-
paratus 10 includes an instruction receiving section 11,
a controlling section 12, a measuring section 13, a dis-
playing section 14, and a sound outputting section 15.
[0013] The instruction receiving section 11 is a man-
machine interface which is disposed on the outer surface
of the monitor apparatus 10, and configured so as to be
able to receive instructions which are input by the user
in order to cause the monitor apparatus 10 to perform a
desired operation.
[0014] The controlling section 12 includes a CPU which
executes various calculation processes, a ROM which
stores various control programs, a RAM which is used
as a work area for storing data and executing the pro-
grams, and the like, and executes various controls in the
monitor apparatus 10. The controlling section 12 is com-
municably connected to the instruction receiving section
11. The instruction receiving section 11 supplies a signal
corresponding to received instructions, to the controlling
section 12.
[0015] The measuring section 13 is communicably
connected to a capnometer 20 which is disposed outside
the monitor apparatus 10. The capnometer 20 is a sensor
which is attached to a living body 100 to measure the
end-tidal carbon dioxide concentration (ETCO2). The
ETCO2 is an example of biological information which pe-
riodically changes in accordance with the respiration of
the living body 100. The capnometer 20 outputs a signal
corresponding to the value of the ETCO2.
[0016] The measuring section 13 receives the signal
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which is output from the capnometer 20 to acquire the
measurement value of the ETCO2. The measuring sec-
tion 13 is communicably connected to the controlling sec-
tion 12, and supplies the acquired measurement value
to the controlling section 12.
[0017] The displaying section 14 is a man-machine in-
terface which is disposed on the outer surface of the mon-
itor apparatus 10, and includes a display device which
displays visible information. The displaying section 14 is
communicably connected to the controlling section 12.
The controlling section 12 produces a signal correspond-
ing to the information to be displayed, based on the meas-
urement value of the ETCO2 which is acquired from the
measuring section 13, and supplies the signal to the dis-
playing section 14. The displaying section 14 displays
information corresponding to the supplied signal. The in-
formation is displayed in an adequate mode such as a
numerical value, characters, a waveform, or a color.
[0018] The sound outputting section 15 is configured
by including a speaker, and communicably connected to
the controlling section 12. The controlling section 12 pro-
duces a signal corresponding to the sound to be output,
based on the measurement value of the ETCO2 which
is acquired from the measuring section 13, and supplies
the signal to the sound outputting section 15. The sound
outputting section 15 outputs a sound corresponding to
the supplied signal.
[0019] Specifically, a sound including a first sound and
a second sound is output in synchronization with the pe-
riod of the biological information by the sound outputting
section 15. The measurement value of biological infor-
mation periodically varies, and also its period varies. For
example, the measurement value of the ETCO2 period-
ically increases or decreases in accordance with the res-
piration of the subject. However, the period of the respi-
ration is not constant, and therefore also the increas-
ing/decreasing period of the measurement value is not
constant. In the specification, "synchronization" means
that a predetermined reference is determined within the
variation range of the measurement value, and a timing
when the measurement value coincides with the refer-
ence is set as a trigger of the sound output.
[0020] Namely, the controlling section 12 produces a
signal causing the sound outputting section 15 to output
the sound including the first and second sounds, at a
timing when the measurement value of the ETCO2 ac-
quired from the measuring section 13 coincides with the
predetermined reference. The signal is supplied from the
controlling section 12 to the sound outputting section 15,
and then output as a synchronous sound from the sound
outputting section 15.
[0021] The controlling section 12 functions as an ex-
ample of the sound controlling section, and causes the
second sound to be output in succession to the first
sound. That is, the synchronous sound is output from the
sound outputting section 15 while setting the first sound
and the second sound subsequent thereto as one unit.
[0022] The controlling section 12 is configured so as

to change the second sound in accordance with the
measurement value of the ETCO2. Fig. 2 shows a table
illustrating the process which is performed by the con-
trolling section 12. In the table, the circular symbols de-
noted by a reference numeral S1 indicate the first sound,
and those denoted by a reference numeral S2 indicate
the second sound. The higher a circular symbol is locat-
ed, the higher the scale is, and, the lower a circular sym-
bol is located, the lower the scale is.
[0023] In the embodiment, measurement values of the
ETCO2 are classified into three ranges . In the case
where the measurement value is from 35 to 40 mmHg,
it is considered that the measurement value is in the nor-
mal range. In the case where the measurement value is
higher than 40 mmHg, it is considered that the measure-
ment value is an abnormal value which is higher than the
normal range. In the case where the measurement value
is lower than 35 mmHg, it is considered that the meas-
urement value is an abnormal value which is lower than
the normal range.
[0024] When the measurement value is within the nor-
mal range, the controlling section 12 produces a sound
signal so that, in succession to the first sound S1, the
second sound S2 which is on the same scale as the first
sound is output (for example, mi -> mi) . When the meas-
urement value is an abnormal value which is higher than
the normal range, the controlling section 12 produces a
sound signal so that, in succession to the first sound S1,
the second sound S2 which is higher in scale than the
first sound is output (for example, mi -> so) . At this time,
a mode where the second sound S2 of the higher scale
is output a plurality of times (for example, mi -> so -> so),
or that where the second sound S2 is output for a time
period that is longer than that in a usual case (for exam-
ple, mi -> s--o--) may be employed. When the measure-
ment value is an abnormal value which is lower than the
normal range, the controlling section 12 produces a
sound signal so that, in succession to the first sound S1,
the second sound S2 which is lower in scale than the first
sound is output (for example, mi -> do) . At this time, a
mode where the second sound S2 of the lower scale is
output a plurality of times (for example, mi -> do -> do),
or that where the second sound S2 is output for a time
period that is longer than that in a usual case (for exam-
ple, mi -> d--o--) may be employed.
[0025] In order to distinguish the scale of a synchro-
nous sound which is output as a single tone, the sense
of absolute pitch is required. Even when relationships
between the scale of a synchronous sound and a meas-
urement value are previously known, therefore, the
measurement value is hardly identified from the scale of
the heard synchronous sound. According to the config-
uration of the embodiment, however, the synchronous
sound includes the first sound S1 and the second sound
S2, and the second sound S2 is changed in accordance
with the measurement value. When the difference be-
tween the first sound S1 and the second sound S2 is to
be distinguished, the sense of absolute pitch is not re-
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quired. Therefore, the measurement value is easily iden-
tified based on the synchronous sound.
[0026] In the embodiment, particularly, the controlling
section 12 changes the scale of the second sound S2 in
accordance with the measurement value. When the scale
change is to be identified, the sense of absolute pitch is
not required. Therefore, the measurement value is iden-
tified more easily based on the synchronous sound.
Moreover, the level of the measurement value and the
pitch of the scale can be easily corresponded with each
other. Consequently, the level of the measurement value
is identified more intuitively.
[0027] In the embodiment, in the case where the meas-
urement value is outside the normal range, the controlling
section 12 changes the second sound S2. Therefore, the
user can identify a change in the subject’s condition
based only on the fact that the second sound S2 is
changed from the first sound S1. This enables the user
to promptly cope with the change in the subject’s condi-
tion.
[0028] The embodiment has been described in order
to facilitate understanding of the presently disclosed sub-
ject matter, and is not intended to limit the presently dis-
closed subject matter. It is a matter of course that the
presently disclosed subject matter may be changed or
improved without departing the spirit thereof, and in-
cludes equivalents thereof.
[0029] The sensor which is to be attached to the living
body 100 is not limited to the capnometer 20. In place of
or in addition to the capnometer 20, any adequate sensor
may be used as far as it is a sensor which senses bio-
logical information having a periodically changing value.
For example, a pulse oximeter for measuring the arterial
oxygen saturation (Sp02) the value of which periodically
changes in accordance with the pulse may be used. Al-
ternatively, a catheter for measuring the invasive blood
pressure the value of which similarly periodically changes
in accordance with the pulse may be used.
[0030] In the embodiment, the scale of the second
sound S2 is changed in accordance with the measure-
ment value. Alternatively, another attribute relating to a
sound may be changed in combination with the change
of the scale.
[0031] Fig. 3A shows an example in which the length
of the second sound S2 is changed. In the case where
the measurement value acquired by the measuring sec-
tion 13 is outside the normal range, the controlling section
12 produces the sound signal so that the scale is
changed, and the length of the second sound S2 is longer
than that of the first sound S1.
[0032] According to the configuration, it is possible to
recognize a change in the subject’s condition, based only
on the fact that the length of the second sound S2 is
longer than that of the first sound S1. Moreover, the out-
put of the second sound S2 after the scale is changed is
continued for a long time period, and therefore the
change of the scale is easily recognized.
[0033] Fig. 3B shows an example in which the volume

of the second sound S2 is changed. In the case where
the measurement value acquired by the measuring sec-
tion 13 is outside the normal range, the controlling section
12 produces the sound signal so that the scale is
changed, and the volume of the second sound S2 is larg-
er than that of the first sound S1.
[0034] According to the configuration, it is possible to
recognize a change in the subject’s condition, based only
on the fact that the volume of the second sound S2 is
larger than that of the first sound S1. Moreover, the output
of the second sound S2 after the scale is changed is
performed at larger volume, and therefore the change of
the scale is easily recognized.
[0035] Alternatively, a configuration may be employed
where only the volume of the second sound S2 is
changed while the scale of the second sound S2 is main-
tained to be identical with that of the first sound S1. In
the case where the measurement value is an abnormal
value which is higher than the normal range, for example,
the volume of the second sound S2 may be made larger
than that of the first sound S1, and, in the case where
the measurement value is an abnormal value which is
lower than the normal range, the volume of the second
sound S2 may be made smaller than that of the first sound
S1.
[0036] Fig. 3C shows an example in which the tone of
the second sound S2 is changed. In the case where the
measurement value acquired by the measuring section
13 is outside the normal range, the controlling section 12
produces the sound signal so that the tone of the second
sound S2 is different from that of the first sound S1 while
the scale is maintained.
[0037] The terms "the tone of the sound is different"
mean that, even when the scales of sounds are identical
with each other, the sounds are heard in different tones .
For example, different tones are obtained by outputting
the first sound S1 in the sound of a wind instrument, and
outputting the second sound S2 in the sound of a string
instrument.
[0038] According to the configuration, it is possible to
recognize a change in the subject’s condition, based only
on the fact that the tone of the second sound S2 is dif-
ferent from that of the first sound S1. When the tone
change is to be recognized, the sense of absolute pitch
is not required. Therefore, the tone change is easily rec-
ognized.
[0039] In the embodiment, each of the first sound S1
and the second sound S2 is configured by a single tone.
As in a chord tone, however, at least one of the first sound
S1 and the second sound S2 may be formed by super-
imposing a plurality of sounds of different scales on each
other. In the specification, also a change from a single
tone to a chord tone, that from a chord tone to a single
tone, and that from a chord tone to another chord tone
are included in the case of "the scale is changed".
[0040] In the embodiment, the first sound S1 and the
second sound S2 are discontinuously output. As shown
in Fig. 3D, alternatively, the synchronous sound may be
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output so that the first sound S1 is continuously changed
to the second sound S2. In the alternative, the change
of the synchronous sound can be recognized more eas-
ily.
[0041] In the embodiment, measurement values are
classified into the three ranges, and the synchronous
sound is configured by the two sounds S1, S2. However,
both the classification number of measurement values,
and the number of sounds constituting the synchronous
sound are arbitrarily selected as far as the numbers are
plural.
[0042] As shown in Fig. 4, for example, measurement
values may be classified into five ranges. In this case,
each of the range of an abnormal value which is higher
than the normal range, and that of an abnormal value
which is lower than the normal range is divided into sub-
ranges of higher and lower degrees of emergency. In the
case where the measurement value is in one of the ab-
normal ranges of the higher degree of emergency, the
controlling section 12 produces the sound signal so that
a third sound S3 is output in succession to the second
sound S2. The relationships between the level of the
measurement value and the pitch of the scale are iden-
tical with those of the embodiment.
[0043] According to the configuration, the user can
easily recognize the increase of the degree of emergency
of the subject’s condition, based on the fact that the
number of sounds constituting the synchronous sound
is increased. When the number of sounds is added to
the items which cause a sound to be changed, the range
of measurement values to be correlated can be further
finely divided.
[0044] According to an aspect of the presently dis-
closed subject matter, the biological information monitor
includes a measuring section which is configured to
measure biological information having a periodically
changing value, a sound outputting section which is con-
figured to output a sound including a first sound and a
second sound, in synchronization with a period of the
biological information, and a sound controlling section
which is configured to cause the second sound to be
output in succession to the first sound, and which is con-
figured to change the second sound in accordance with
a value of the biological information. According to this
configuration, the sound (synchronous sound) which is
output in synchronization with the period of the biological
information includes the first sound and the second
sound, and the second sound is changed in accordance
with the measurement value. In identifying the difference
between the first and second sounds, the sense of ab-
solute pitch is not necessary. Therefore, the measure-
ment value can be easily identified based on the syn-
chronous sound.
[0045] The sound controlling section may change at
least one of a scale, tone, sound number, length, and
volume of the second sound. In a case where the scale
is changed, when the change is to be identified, particu-
larly, the sense of absolute pitch is not necessary. There-

fore, the measurement value can be identified more eas-
ily based on the synchronous sound. The level of the
measurement value and the pitch of the scale can be
easily made corresponding to each other. Consequently,
the level of the measurement value can be identified more
intuitively.
[0046] In a case where the value of the biological in-
formation is outside a normal range, the sound controlling
section may change the second sound. Therefore, the
user can recognize a change in the subject’s condition
based only on the fact that the second sound is changed
from the first sound. This enables the user to promptly
cope with the change in the subject’s condition.
[0047] The sound controlling section may control the
sound so that the first sound is continuously changed to
the second sound. In this case, the change of the syn-
chronous sound can be recognized more easily.
[0048] The biological information may be one of an
end-tidal carbon dioxide concentration, a blood oxygen
saturation, and an invasive blood pressure.

Claims

1. A biological information monitor comprising:

a measuring section (13) configured to measure
biological information, of a living body, having a
periodically changing value;
a sound outputting section (15) configured to
output a sound including a first sound and a sec-
ond sound, in synchronization with a period of
the biological information; and
a sound controlling section (12) configured to
cause the second sound to be output in succes-
sion to the first sound,
and configured to change the second sound in
accordance with a value of the biological infor-
mation,
characterized in that
the biological information periodically changes
in accordance with respiration of the living body.

2. The biological information monitor according to claim
1, wherein the sound controlling section (12) chang-
es at least one of a scale, tone, sound number,
length, and volume of the second sound.

3. The biological information monitor according to claim
1 or 2, wherein, in a case where the value of the
biological information is outside a normal range, the
sound controlling section (12) changes the second
sound.

4. The biological information monitor according to claim
3, wherein the sound controlling section (12) controls
the sound so that the first sound is continuously
changes from the first sound to the second sound.
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