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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR IMPLEMENTING AN UNREGUALTED DORMANT MODE IN 
A POWER CONVERTER

(57) A control circuit for use in a power converter with
an unregulated dormant mode of operation includes a
drive signal generator coupled to generate a drive signal
to control switching of a power switch to be coupled to
the control circuit to regulate a flow of energy to a power
converter output in response to an energy requirement
of one or more loads to be coupled to the power converter
output. An unregulated dormant mode control circuit is
included and is coupled to render dormant the drive signal
generator thereby ceasing the regulation of the flow of
energy to the power converter output by the drive signal

generator when the energy requirement of the one or
more loads falls below a threshold for more than a first
period of time. The drive signal generator is coupled to
be unresponsive to changes in the energy requirements
of the one or more loads when dormant. The unregulated
dormant mode control circuit is coupled to power up the
drive signal generator after a second period of time has
elapsed. The drive signal generator is coupled to again
be responsive to changes in the energy requirement of
the one or more loads after the period of time has elapsed.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is related to pending U.S. Non-
Provisional Application No. 12/129,474, filed May 29,
2008, Attorney Docket No. 5510P142.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Field of the Disclosure

[0002] The present invention relates generally to con-
trol circuits that regulate the delivery of energy in a
switched mode power converter and, more specifically,
the present invention relates to control circuits that re-
duce the energy consumption of switched mode power
converters under light or no load conditions by use of an
unregulated dormant mode of operation.

Background

[0003] Power converter control circuits may be used
for a multitude of purposes and applications. There is a
demand for control circuit functionality that can reduce
the energy consumption of the power converter. In par-
ticular, there is specific demand for control circuits that
reduce the energy consumption of power converters un-
der conditions of light or no load. This demand comes
from the fact that in some applications of power convert-
ers there is little or no requirement for energy delivery at
all for long periods of time. One example of such an ap-
plication is in AC-DC chargers for cellular telephones.
The AC-DC charger is often left connected to the AC
mains outlet in the home or office, even when the cellular
phone itself is completely disconnected from the output
cable of the AC-DC charger. Such a condition is often
referred to as a no-load condition. Furthermore in appli-
cations such as cellular telephones and digital still cam-
eras and the like, the unit being powered by the output
of the AC-DC charger shuts down once the battery inter-
nal to the unit is fully charged. Under these conditions
the energy requirement of the unit falls dramatically and
is therefore a very light load condition for the AC-DC
charger. This condition is often referred to as a standby
or sleep mode and again can exist for long periods. There
is therefore also demand for the AC-DC charger to op-
erate with high efficiency or in other words with the lowest
possible energy consumption under these very light load
standby or sleep mode conditions.
[0004] Existing control circuits for switched mode pow-
er converters typically reduce the energy consumption
of the power converter by reducing the switching frequen-
cy of a power switch coupled to the control circuit, to
reduce a type of energy loss called switching losses. Dur-
ing this time of reduced switching frequency, the control
circuits remain active by maintaining a power converter
output voltage such that the unit to be powered (the cel-

lular telephone handset or digital still camera for exam-
ple) can receive energy as soon as it is connected to the
AC-DC charger output or as soon as it comes out of
sleep/standby mode and demands more energy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] Non-limiting and non-exhaustive embodiments
of the present invention are described with reference to
the following figures, wherein like reference numerals re-
fer to like parts throughout the various views unless oth-
erwise specified.
[0006] FIG. 1 is a schematic illustrating generally an
example flyback power converter employing an example
of a control circuit that reduces the energy consumption
of the power converter under light or no load conditions
by use of an unregulated dormant mode of operation in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention.
[0007] FIG. 2 is a schematic illustrating another exam-
ple flyback power converter employing another example
of a control circuit that reduces the energy consumption
of the power converter under light or no load conditions
by use of an unregulated dormant mode of operation in
accordance with the teachings of the present invention.
[0008] FIG. 3 is a schematic illustrating yet another ex-
ample flyback power converter employing yet another
example of a control circuit that reduces the energy con-
sumption of the power converter under light or no load
conditions by use of an unregulated dormant mode of
operation in accordance with the teachings of the present
invention.
[0009] FIG. 4A is an example block diagram of a control
circuit that reduces the energy consumption of a power
converter under light or no load conditions in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention.
[0010] FIG. 4B shows example timing and signal wave-
forms that in one example are from a control circuit with
the block diagram of FIG. 4A
[0011] FIGs. 5A and 5B shows example waveforms
that in one example are from a control circuit with the
block diagram of FIG. 4A.
[0012] FIG. 6 is a schematic illustrating still another
example flyback power converter employing still another
example of a control circuit that reduces the energy con-
sumption of the power converter under light or no load
conditions by use of an unregulated dormant mode of
operation in accordance with the teachings of the present
invention.
[0013] FIG. 7 is a graph showing typical switching fre-
quency versus load characteristics of various control cir-
cuits that reduce the energy consumption of power con-
verters under light or no load conditions.
[0014] FIG 8 is a graph showing an example control
characteristic of a control circuit that reduces the energy
consumption of a power converter under light or no load
conditions in accordance with the teachings of the
present invention
[0015] FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating an example
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method for reducing the energy consumption of a power
converter under light or no load conditions by use of an
unregulated dormant mode of operation in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0016] Methods and apparatuses for implementing a
control circuit for reducing the energy consumption of a
power converter under light or no load conditions by use
of an unregulated dormant mode of operation are dis-
closed. In the following description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough under-
standing of the present invention. It will be apparent, how-
ever, to one having ordinary skill in the art that the specific
detail need not be employed to practice the present in-
vention. In other instances, well-known materials or
methods have not been described in detail in order to
avoid obscuring the present invention.
[0017] Reference throughout this specification to "one
embodiment", "an embodiment", "one example" or "an
example" means that a particular feature, structure or
characteristic described in connection with the embodi-
ment or example is included in at least one embodiment
of the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phras-
es "in one embodiment", "in an embodiment", "one ex-
ample" or "an example" in various places throughout this
specification are not necessarily all referring to the same
embodiment or example. Furthermore, the particular fea-
tures, structures or characteristics may be combined in
any suitable combinations and/or subcombinations in
one or more embodiments or examples. In addition, it is
appreciated that the figures provided herewith are for ex-
planation purposes to persons ordinarily skilled in the art
and that the drawings are not necessarily drawn to scale.
[0018] A control circuit for reducing the energy con-
sumption of a power converter under light or no load con-
ditions by use of an unregulated dormant mode of oper-
ation will now be described. Examples of the present in-
vention involve methods and apparatuses to implement
an unregulated dormant mode of operation to reduce the
energy consumption of a power converter under light or
no load conditions. The following description will detail a
number of example control circuits used in a variety of
power converter circuits that regulate energy flow from
an input of the power converter to the output of the power
converter under normal operating conditions, which
could be for example when a cellular telephone is con-
nected to the output of the power converter and is charg-
ing its battery. The flow of energy from input to the output
of the power converter can also be described in terms of
energy flow through an energy transfer element, which
may include a transformer within the power converter but
could be a simple inductor in some power converter con-
figurations. The description will detail how the example
control circuits described transition to a mode of opera-
tion where energy flow from input to output of the power
converter is no longer regulated when the output of the

power converter is identified as being in a no-load or very
light load condition, for example when the cellular tele-
phone is physically disconnected from the output of the
AC-DC charger in which the control circuit is used. Under
these conditions, the transfer of energy from input to out-
put of the power converter is substantially reduced to
zero for a period of time that is programmed by the user
of the control circuit or is preprogrammed using a timer
circuit inside the control circuit itself. During this period
of time the circuit is in the unregulated dormant mode of
operation referred to in the title of this disclosure. During
this unregulated dormant mode time period, the power
consumption of the control circuit itself is reduced as
much as possible to conserve energy. The description
will detail how, after this unregulated dormant mode pe-
riod of operation, the control circuit will restart and again
regulate energy flow from the input of the power converter
to the output of the power converter. If however the very
light load or no-load condition is still present, the control
circuit will again detect this and again initiate a period of
unregulated dormant mode operation.
[0019] To illustrate, FIG. 1 shows generally a schemat-
ic of a power converter 100, also sometimes referred to
as a power supply, employing a control circuit 115 that
regulates energy flow through the energy transfer ele-
ment 109. In the illustrated example, control circuit 115
includes an unregulated dormant mode control circuit
140 employed to reduce the energy consumption of the
power converter 100 under light or no load conditions by
use of an unregulated dormant mode of operation in ac-
cordance with the teachings of the present invention. In
one example, power converter 100 is an isolated flyback
converter where primary ground 107 and secondary re-
turn 126 are electrically isolated from one another. It is
noted that in other examples power converter 100 could
be non-isolated with primary ground 107 and secondary
return 126 electrically connected together in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention. Other non-
isolated power converter configurations that could ben-
efit from the teachings of the present invention could fur-
ther include buck, CUK or SEPIC converters. It is further
noted that in other examples, power converter 100 could
have more than one output in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present invention.
[0020] As shown in the illustrated example, a control
circuit 115 includes a drive signal generator block 154,
which generates a drive signal 122 that is to be coupled
to drive a power switch 105. In one example, power
switch 105 is a metal oxide semiconductor field effect
transistor (MOSFET), a bipolar transistor or the like. Pow-
er switch 105 is coupled to the input winding 103 of energy
transfer element 109, which is coupled to a DC input volt-
age 101 and an output power diode 117. In one example,
DC input voltage 101 is the output of a rectifier circuit
coupled to a source of AC voltage not shown. Capacitor
106 is coupled to power converter input terminals 190
and 191 to provide a low impedance source for switching
currents flowing through first and second input terminals

3 4 
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190 and 191, energy transfer element 109 winding 103
and power switch 105 when the power switch 105 is in
an ON state. In one example, control circuit 115 and
switch 105 could form part of an integrated circuit that
could be manufactured as a hybrid or monolithic integrat-
ed circuit. As shown in the depicted example, control cir-
cuit 115 is coupled to receive a feedback signal 114,
which in one example is a voltage signal, but in other
examples could also be a current signal, or other signal
representative of a parameter of the power converter 100
output, while still benefiting from the teachings of the
present invention.
[0021] When power converter 100 is first connected to
the input voltage supply 101 in the illustrated example,
control circuit 115 derives start up current to initiate op-
eration of the control circuit. This is achieved by charging
up an external bypass capacitor 133 coupled to bypass
terminal 170. In the example of FIG. 1 this start up current
is derived from the high voltage connection node 134 of
power switch 105 and coupled to a regulator circuit 135
internal to control circuit 115. An output 132 from regu-
lator circuit 135 is coupled to an external bypass capacitor
133 and is also the voltage supply rail for the circuitry
internal to control circuit 115. In another example, the
connection node 134 could instead be coupled to input
terminal 190 or to a node internal to the structure of power
switch 105 in the case that power switch 105 and control
circuit 115 are integrated on a single die and/or incorpo-
rated within a single semiconductor package.
[0022] In the illustrated example, regulator circuit 135
converts the high voltage present on node 134, which in
one example is typically in the range of 50 to 400V relative
to primary ground 107, and regulates the maximum volt-
age on rail 132 to a lower voltage, which can be used to
operate the control circuit 100. Initially the voltage across
bypass capacitor 133 is substantially zero and the regu-
lator circuit 135 provides current to charge up bypass
capacitor 133. When the voltage on bypass capacitor
133 is sufficient for correct operation of control circuit
115, which in one example is typically in the order of 6
Volts, an internal under-voltage circuit, not shown, ena-
bles control circuit 115 to start operation, which initiates
switching of power switch 105 with drive signal 122. This,
in turn, initiates the flow of energy from input terminals
190 and 191 through energy transfer element 109.
[0023] Energy transfer element 109 includes input
winding 103 and output winding 110 and a low voltage
(which in one example is typically in the range 10 to 30V)
auxiliary winding 108. The feedback signal 114 is coupled
to control circuit 115 from auxiliary winding 108 through
the resistor divider formed by resistors 111 and 112. In
addition, when auxiliary winding capacitor 175 is suffi-
ciently charged, the control circuit 115 receives the sup-
ply current 180 for the control circuit 115 to operate
through resistor 171. In the illustrated example, deriving
current from the low voltage auxiliary winding 108 in this
way is more efficient than regulator circuit 135 deriving
current from the high voltage node 134. As such, the

operation of regulator circuit block 135 is typically disa-
bled when supply current Icc 180 is available through
resistor 171.
[0024] In one example, control circuit 115 includes a
drive signal generator 154 to generate a drive signal 122,
which is to be coupled to drive power switch 105 to reg-
ulate energy flow through energy transfer element 109
by regulating the frequency at which power switch 105
is switched on and off in response to the feedback signal
114. This switching frequency regulation can be achieved
in a number of ways including varying the frequency of
an oscillator, not shown, within control circuit 115, selec-
tively enabling and disabling switching cycles of power
switch 105 derived from a fixed frequency oscillator within
control circuit 115 (often to referred to as on/off control)
varying an off time of the power switch 105 with a fixed
on time of power switch 105 or varying an on time of the
power switch 105 with a fixed off time of power switch
105. When switch 105 is on, energy from the capacitor
106 is transferred into the input winding 103 of the energy
transfer element 109. When the switch is off, the energy
stored in the input winding 103 is transferred to the output
winding 110 and to auxiliary winding 108. The energy
from output winding 110 is transferred to the output of
the power supply 100 with a current that flows through a
forward biased output power diode 117 to capacitor 118,
a load 121 coupled to preload impedance 194 and the
output terminals 192 and 193. Since, in this example,
switching frequency is the variable used to regulate en-
ergy flow, the frequency at which the power switch 105
is switching is therefore a measure of the total energy
flowing through energy transfer element 109.
[0025] In the example of FIG. 1, control circuit 115 is
coupled to regulate the total energy delivered from the
first and second input terminals 190 and 191 of power
converter 100 through energy transfer element 109 to
the power converter output terminals 192 and 193, the
preload impedance 194, the control circuit supply termi-
nal 170 and the feedback components 111 and 112 in
addition to the feedback terminal 123. In an example cel-
lular telephone charger providing a full load output power
to load 121 of 3 Watts (an energy of 3 Joules per second),
the energy consumed by the preload 194, control circuit
115 supply current 180 and feedback current 131 is typ-
ically less than 1% of the energy consumed by load 121.
In one example preload 194 is removed altogether. How-
ever, if output load current 120 is substantially eliminated
by either physically disconnecting load 121 or when load
121 is in a standby mode of operation, the combined
energy consumption of the preload 194 if present, control
circuit 115 supply current 180 and feedback current 131
can become substantially 100% of the energy flowing
through energy transfer element 109.
[0026] Since, as described above, in the example of
FIG. 1, switching frequency of power switch 105 is the
variable used to regulate energy flow through energy
transfer element 109, the switching frequency is there-
fore an indication of the total energy requirement or de-
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mand of the circuitry coupled to the windings 108 and
110 of energy transfer element 109. Therefore, in the
illustrated example, when the switching frequency of
power switch 105 falls below a threshold value, it is used
as an indication that output current 120 has been reduced
to substantially zero and that a no-load or very light load
condition therefore exists where load 121 is requiring
substantially no energy. In other words, when the energy
requirements of load 121 falls below a threshold value a
no-load or very light load condition has been identified.
[0027] Under these conditions, control circuit 115 in
one example includes unregulated dormant mode control
circuit 140, which, if the energy requirements of load 121
have fallen below a threshold value for longer than a
threshold period of time, is coupled to generate a power
down/reset signal 157 coupled to render dormant the
drive signal generator 154 by powering down the drive
signal generator 154 for a period of time. During this pe-
riod of time while the drive signal generator 154 is pow-
ered down, the drive signal generator 154 no longer gen-
erates drive signal 122 and no longer regulates the en-
ergy flow through the energy transfer element 109. In
one example, the duration of the period of time for which
drive signal generator 154 is powered down and the
switching of power switch 105 is disabled is determined
by the length of time it takes for bypass capacitor 133 to
discharge from its normal operating voltage, which in one
example is in the range of 5.8 to 6.4 Volts, down to a
lower voltage, which in one example could be 3 Volts.
During this time, output capacitor 118 also discharges
through preload impedance 194 and output voltage 119
also therefore falls. Thus, in this example, bypass capac-
itor 133 also functions as part of a timer to determine a
time period in response to the indication that output cur-
rent 120 has been reduced to substantially zero and that
a no-load or very light load condition therefore exists.
During this time, capacitor 175 also discharges through
resistors 171 and 111 and the voltage across capacitor
175 also therefore falls. It is appreciated that in another
example, the duration of the period of time for which drive
signal generator 154 is powered down and the switching
of power switch 105 is disabled could be determined by
a timer circuit comprising a capacitor external to control
circuit 115 but which is not the bypass capacitor 133. In
a further example, the duration of the period of time for
which drive signal generator 154 is powered down and
the switching of power switch 105 is disabled could be
determined by a timer circuit which is entirely integrated
within control circuit 115 with no need for an external
capacitor for this purpose.
[0028] In order to reduce the energy consumption of
the control circuit as much as possible during this time
period, internal regulator circuit block 135 is also powered
down in response to the power down/reset signal 157
such that substantially no current flows from node 134
through regulator circuit 135 and the energy consumed
by regulator circuit block 135 is substantially zero. During
this unregulated dormant mode time period where the

drive signal generator 154 of control circuit 115 ceases
to regulate energy flow through energy transfer element
109, control circuit 115 is unresponsive to feedback sig-
nals received at terminal 123 until the unregulated dor-
mant mode time period has elapsed. During this unreg-
ulated dormant mode period, therefore, in addition to
powering down regulator circuit block 135, substantially
all other circuitry inside control circuit 115 is also powered
down and disconnected from supply rail 132 in response
to power down/reset signal 157. This disconnection re-
sults in reduced power consumption and can be achieved
using simple semiconductor load switches as will be
known to one of ordinary skill in the art.
[0029] In one example an unregulated dormant mode
time period is only initiated when the energy require-
ments of load 121 have fallen below a threshold value
for longer than a threshold period of time, so that short
term transient energy requirement conditions or events
are not misinterpreted as no load conditions at the output
of the power converter 100. In one example such a load
transient event could be caused by a sudden change
from full charging of a cellphone battery coupled to the
output of power converter 100 as load 121, to trickle
charging of the cellphone battery. This type of load tran-
sient often occurs in cellphone charging applications and
can be followed very quickly by a sudden increase in load
as the cellphone handset reverts back to full charging.
Such load or energy requirement transients are control-
led by the load 121 and are therefore changes of load
121 energy requirements to which the control circuit 115
must respond correctly. If the control circuit 115 imme-
diately responded to a sudden reduction in load energy
requirement, the control circuit 115 could have entered
into an unregulated dormant mode period when the load
again demanded increased energy which is not a desir-
able condition since in one example this could affect the
speed with which a battery load is charged. By ensuring
that the unregulated dormant mode time period is only
initiated when the energy requirements of load 121 have
fallen below a threshold value for longer than a threshold
period of time, the risk of misinterpreting transient load
events is reduced.
[0030] As will be discussed in greater detail below with
reference to FIG.4A, a circuit block that remains powered
up in control circuit 115 is a portion of the unregulated
dormant mode control circuit 140, which in one example
includes an internal power up circuit block that detects
when the voltage across bypass capacitor 133 falls to
the 3V lower threshold. Thus, in the illustrated example,
the unregulated dormant mode time period is considered
to have elapsed when the voltage across bypass capac-
itor 133 falls to the 3V lower threshold, at which point the
power up circuit block provides an internal reset signal
inside the unregulated dormant mode control circuit 140
that resets the power down/reset signal 157 and reiniti-
ates the control circuit 115 start up operation to power
up the circuitry as described above with regard to when
the input voltage supply 101 was first connected.
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[0031] Therefore, in the illustrated example, bypass
capacitor 133 is recharged when the control circuit 115
start up operation is reinitiated in response to the power
down/reset signal 157. The bypass capacitor 133 is re-
charged using current flowing through regulator circuit
135 and when the voltage across bypass capacitor 133
again exceeds the under-voltage threshold voltage re-
quired for correct operation of the control circuit 115,
which in one example is approximately 6V, drive signal
generator 154 is powered up and drive signal 122 is gen-
erated to resume the switching of power switch 105. At
this point, drive signal generator 154 is again responsive
to feedback signals received at terminal 123 and energy
again flows through energy transfer element 109 to re-
plenish energy lost in capacitors 175 and 118. The
switching frequency of power switch 105 will be high dur-
ing this time. However, after the energy in capacitors 175
and 118 is replenished, if the load 121 still requires sub-
stantially no energy, the switching frequency will again
fall below the threshold value and if this condition exists
for longer than a threshold period of time, will again cause
the power down/reset signal 157 to initiate a power down,
which will again cause the drive signal generator 154 in
control circuit 115 to cease the regulation of energy flow
through energy transfer element 109 as described above.
This operation of powering down and going dormant for
a period of time, followed by a start up and resumed
switching period, will repeat continuously until the energy
requirement of load 121 again increases such that the
switching frequency of power switch is maintained above
the threshold value and the control circuit 115 then reg-
ulates the flow of energy through energy transfer element
continuously according to the energy required by the total
load on energy transfer element windings 108 and 110.
[0032] It is appreciated that in other examples of con-
trol circuit 115, following a period of unregulated dormant
mode operation, the internal reset signal inside unregu-
lated dormant mode control circuit 140 could initiate a
low power restart sequence which consumes less energy
than the normal start up when input voltage supply 101
is first connected. For instance, in one example, a low
power restart sequence could include recharging bypass
capacitor 133 to a value above the under-voltage thresh-
old with current flowing through regulator circuit 135 as
above. However, when switching of power switch 105 is
resumed, output capacitor 118 could be partially re-
charged only enough to simply detect whether it is being
discharged at a rate that indicates that a no-load condition
at the output of power converter 100 still exists, in which
case the unregulated dormant mode operating period
would then be repeated. It is appreciated that this low
power restart functionality would offer even further re-
duction in energy consumption, but could result in added
complexity or cost to the overall power converter. The
additional cost or complexity would result from the addi-
tion of circuitry to control circuit 115 to remember the fact
that it had previously been in a low power unregulated
mode of operation and also circuitry to detect a discharge

rate of output capacitor 118, or some other way of de-
tecting output current, at voltage conditions below the
normal regulated value of output voltage 119.
[0033] It is noted that FIG. 1 shows that auxiliary wind-
ing 108 is a non-isolated winding of energy transfer ele-
ment 109. Thus, it is appreciated therefore that the ben-
efits of the teachings of the present invention may be
applied to power converters that include energy transfer
elements with isolated windings, non-isolated windings
and combinations thereof. Examples of non-isolated
windings include non-isolated sense windings, non-iso-
lated bias windings, non-isolated output windings and
the like. It is also noted that one or more loads may be
coupled to the various windings of the energy transfer
element in accordance with the teachings of the present
invention. Indeed, FIG. 1 shows that both preload imped-
ance 194 and load 121 are coupled to output winding
110 in the illustrated example. It is appreciated therefore
the combinations of different one or more loads may be
coupled to the different combinations of the windings of
an energy transfer element resulting in many different
load and winding configurations that may enjoy the ben-
efits of a power converter including an unregulated dor-
mant mode of operation in accordance with the teachings
of the present invention.
[0034] For instance, in an example in which energy
transfer element 109 includes a non-isolated sense wind-
ing, one of the one or more loads may be coupled to the
non-isolated sense winding. In another example, one of
the one or more loads may be coupled to an isolated
output winding while another one of the one or more loads
may be coupled to the non-isolated sense winding. In an
example that includes a non-isolated bias winding, one
or more of the loads may be coupled to the non-isolated
bias winding. In another example, one of the one or more
loads may be coupled to an isolated output winding while
another one of the one or more loads may be coupled to
the non-isolated bias winding. In an example in which
the energy transfer element includes a non-isolated out-
put winding, one of the one or more loads may be a com-
bined sensing and bias load that is coupled to the non-
isolated output winding. In an example in which the en-
ergy transfer element includes an isolated output winding
and a non-isolated output winding, one of the one or more
loads may be coupled to the isolated output winding and
another one of the one or more loads may be a load that
includes a combined sensing and bias load coupled to
the non-isolated output winding.
[0035] FIG. 2 shows another example power converter
circuit 200 using a control circuit 215 benefiting from the
teachings of the present invention. The functionality of
the power converter circuit example shares many as-
pects of the power converter circuit example described
in FIG. 1. A difference compared to the circuit of FIG. 1
is that the resistor 171 is eliminated such that the oper-
ating current of control circuit 215 under normal operating
conditions is derived entirely through regulator circuit
235. Energy transfer element winding 208 is therefore
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only used as a sense winding providing a feedback volt-
age across capacitor 275 which generates a feedback
current IFB 231. However, the operation when the energy
required by load 221 falls below a threshold value for
more than a threshold period of time, which in one ex-
ample is detected by the switching frequency of power
switch 205 falling below a threshold value for more than
a threshold period of time, is identical to that of the circuit
of FIG. 1. Under those circumstances, an unregulated
dormant mode of operation is initiated where regulator
circuit 235 is disabled and substantially all circuit blocks
other than a portion of the unregulated dormant mode
control circuit 240 are disconnected from supply rail 232
while the voltage at external bypass capacitor 233 dis-
charges from its normal operating voltage to the power
up threshold voltage detected by unregulated dormant
mode control circuit 240. In the example, the bypass ca-
pacitor 233 is then recharged to its normal operating volt-
age level, which in one example is approximately 6 Volts,
and switching of power switch 205 is restarted.
[0036] FIG. 3 shows another example power converter
circuit 300 using a control circuit 315 benefiting from the
teachings of the present invention. The functionality of
the example power converter 300 illustrated in FIG. 3
shares many aspects of the power converter circuit de-
scribed in FIG. 2. A difference compared to the power
converter circuit 200 of FIG. 2 is that the diode 213 and
capacitor 275 are eliminated. In common with the power
converter circuit 200 of FIG. 2, therefore, is that the op-
erating current of control circuit 315 under normal oper-
ating conditions is derived through regulator circuit 335.
Furthermore winding 308 of energy transfer element pro-
vides an AC voltage at node 313 relative to primary
ground potential node 307. As a result, the feedback cur-
rent IFB 331 has both positive and negative values during
a switching cycle of the power switch 305. IFB 331 is a
negative current during substantially all of the on time of
power switch 305 and is a positive current for at least a
portion of the off time of power switch 305. However, the
operation when the energy required by load 321 falls be-
low a threshold value for more than a threshold period
of time,, which in one example is detected by the switch-
ing frequency of power switch 305 falling below a thresh-
old value for a predetermined period of time, is similar to
that of the example power converter circuits of FIG. 1
and FIG 2. Under those circumstances, an unregulated
dormant mode of operation is initiated, where in one ex-
ample, regulator circuit 335 is disabled and substantially
all circuit blocks in control circuit 315 other than a portion
of the unregulated dormant mode control circuit 340 are
disconnected from supply rail 332 while the external by-
pass capacitor 333 voltage discharges from its normal
operating voltage to a power up threshold voltage detect-
ed by unregulated dormant mode control circuit 340. The
bypass capacitor 333 is then recharged to its normal op-
erating voltage level, which in one example is approxi-
mately 5.8 Volts, and switching of power switch 305 is
restarted.

[0037] FIG.4A shows an example simplified block di-
agram 400 of a portion of a control circuit 415 that could
be applied to any of the example control circuits 115, 215
or 315 in accordance with the teachings of the present
invention. FIG.4A still shows more details than control
circuit block diagrams 115, 215 and 315 but remains a
simplified diagram intended to show only the level of de-
tail necessary for the description of the present invention.
As such certain functional connections between the var-
ious internal circuit blocks, that would be visible in a de-
tailed control circuit 415 block diagram, are not shown
so as not to obscure the teachings of the present inven-
tion.
[0038] As described with reference to FIG.1 above, the
example configuration shown in FIG.4A uses a high volt-
age node 434 coupled to a node internal to the structure
of power switch 405. The example configuration of
FIG.4A is therefore one where the control circuit 415 and
power switch 405 could be monolithically integrated on
a single silicon die where this internal node of power
switch 405 is available. As shown in the depicted exam-
ple, node 434 is coupled to regulation circuit 435, which
can have similar functionality to blocks 135, 235 and 335
as shown in FIGs. 1, 2 and/or 3, and is shown coupled
to receive a power down/reset signal 457 from unregu-
lated dormant mode control circuit 440. It is appreciated
that although the combined power down/reset signal 457
is illustrated as a single connection in FIG.4A, the power
down and reset signals of power down/reset signal 457
could also be separate electrical signals with separate
electrical connections in another example.
[0039] In the example of FIG.4A, control circuit 415
includes a drive signal generator 454, which in the ex-
ample is illustrated as including an on/off control circuit.
In the illustrated example, the on/off control circuit of drive
signal generator 454 is coupled to receive an EN signal
456 output from the FB block 451. The FB block 451 is
coupled to receive a feedback signal at FB terminal 423.
In the illustrated example, the FB block 451 generates
the output EN signal 456 as low when no switching of
power switch 405 is required but as high when switching
of power switch 405 is required. In other examples, FB
terminal 423 and FB block 451 could be adapted to re-
ceive and process a DC or AC feedback signal depending
on the external circuit configurations as discussed with
reference to FIGs. 1, 2 and/or 3 above.
[0040] As shown in FIG.4A, one example of the unreg-
ulated dormant mode control circuit 440 of control circuit
415 includes a power down (PD) detection block 458,
event counter 498, power up (PU) detection block 442
and latch circuit 459 coupled as shown. When the energy
requirement of the one or more loads coupled to the en-
ergy transfer element at the output of a power converter,
such as for example loads 121, 221 and 331 in FIGs. 1,
2 and 3, respectively, falls below a threshold value, the
internal EN signal 456 will stay low for more than 128
cycles of oscillator 452. In the illustrated example, PD
detection block 458 includes a 7-bit counter, which func-
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tions as a divide-by-128 circuit. It is appreciated that in
other examples the PD detection block 458 could be de-
signed to act as a divide-by circuit for a range of 50 - 250
oscillator cycles. Accordingly, if the 7-bit counter of PD
detection block 458 of the unregulated dormant mode
control circuit 440 does not receive a high EN signal 456
for 128 oscillator cycles, the PD detection block 458 out-
puts a pulse 461 with a logic high state which clocks an
input to event counter circuit block 498 and increments
a counter internal to block 498 by 1. The PD detection
block 458 is then reset when the drive signal 422 again
goes high indicating that the feedback signal at FB ter-
minal 423 is indicating more energy is required by a load
or loads coupled to the energy transfer element at the
output of a power converter. EN signal 456 therefore goes
high and drive signal 422 in turn goes high. In the exam-
ple, drive signal 422 is also coupled to event counter
block 498. In one example if drive signal 422 goes high
more than once within the 128 oscillator counts, the event
counter 498 is also reset as this indicates that any prior
reduction in energy requirement sufficient to generate a
logic high pulse from PD detection block 458, was a tran-
sient event and gate drive signals are now being gener-
ated again with the drive signal 422 being low for less
than 128 oscillator 452 cycles. If however only one drive
signal 422 pulse is received by event counter block 498
within 128 oscillator 452 counts, the event counter is not
reset. If the 7-bit counter of PD detection block 458 of
the unregulated dormant mode control circuit 440 again
does not receive a high EN signal 456 for 128 oscillator
cycles, the PD detection block 458 again outputs a pulse
461 with a logic high state which is used as an input to
event counter circuit block 498 and increments a counter
internal to block 498 by another 1. If the event counter
block 498 counter reaches a count of n, which in one
example is 4, block 498 outputs a logic high signal 497
and triggers the latch circuit 459 to send the power
down/reset signal 457 to most of the internal circuit blocks
of control circuit 415. In the illustrated example, these
blocks are coupled to receive the power down/reset sig-
nal 457 include feedback circuit block 451, oscillator cir-
cuit block 452, over current detect circuit block 453, which
detects the current flowing through power switch 405,
drive signal generator block 454 and the 7 bit counter
458. In one example, when all these blocks are powered
down in response to the power down/reset signal 457,
the controller 415 consumes a current, Icc 480, of only 2
to 5 mA.
[0041] In one example therefore, a time period of un-
regulated dormant mode operation is initiated when the
event counter 498 counts n consecutive events for which
the time between drive signal 422 logic high states ex-
ceed 128 oscillator 452 cycles. It is appreciated that the
value of 128 oscillator cycles could be modified to any
number of oscillator cycles or any time period measured
through means other than the oscillator 452.
[0042] FIG.4B shows waveforms that in one example
could be generated within the block diagram of FIG.4A.

FIG.4B illustrates one example of a sequence of gate
drive pulses 462, which in one example could be the
same as drive signal 422 in FIG.4A, and the count of the
PD counter 463, which in one example could be the count
within block 458 in FIG.4A, and the event count 464,
which in one example could be the count within block
498 in FIG.4A. The sequence starts at time point 468
where the event counter count 463 is 0. In the example,
label 473 is the number of oscillator counts recorded dur-
ing the indicated period of time between times 468 and
471. Fewer that 128 oscillator counts are recorded in PD
counter count 463 before the next gate drive signal 462
is received at time point 471. The PD count is therefore
reset at time 471 and the event counter count 464 re-
mains 0. However at time point 472, 128 oscillator cycles
have been received and the event counter count 464 is
incremented. It is appreciated that in another example,
the event counter could be incremented at the time when
the next gate drive signal 497 high pulse is received.
Similarly, in the example, when the gate drive signal is
received at time point 465, PD counter count 463 has
again counted 128 oscillator cycles at time point 466, and
therefore event counter count 464 is again incremented
at time point 466. At time point 467 however another gate
drive signal is received with PD counter count at < 128.
In the example therefore, both PD counter count 463 and
event counter count 464 are reset at time point 467. In
the example of FIG.4B, between time point 467 and time
point 469, there are 4 consecutive gate drive signals that
are separated by more than 128 oscillator cycles and the
even counter count therefore reaches a value of 4. In the
example, the event counter threshold value of n in FIG.4A
is 4. Consequently, at time point 469 a power down or
unregulated dormant mode operation period is initiated.
[0043] Since regulator circuit 435 is turned off in re-
sponse to the power down/reset signal 457, external by-
pass capacitor 433 is no longer charged through regula-
tor circuit 435, bypass capacitor 433 will begin to dis-
charge and the bypass voltage 450 will start to drop. In
the illustrated example, the bypass voltage 450 will drop
from approximately 6 volts to an internally set PU detec-
tion voltage of approximately 3 volts. As shown in the
example, PU detection block 442 remains coupled to de-
tect the bypass voltage 450 and remains active (as well
as latch circuit 459) during the unregulated dormant
mode. In one example, PU detection block 442 includes
a comparator coupled to bypass capacitor 433 to deter-
mine when the bypass voltage 450 has fallen to the 3
volt PU threshold. When the bypass voltage 450 has
dropped to the 3 volt PU threshold, the PU reset signal
441 output from PU detection block 440 goes high, which
causes power down/reset signal 457 from latch circuit
459 to go high and causes regulator circuit 435 to resume
charging the bypass capacitor 433.
[0044] In one example, some or all of the other internal
circuit blocks of controller circuit 415 may also resume
functioning as bypass capacitor 433 is recharged. The
bypass capacitor 433 will be charged up to approximately
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6 volts and again the PD detection block 458 will start to
sense if a high EN signal 456 is present at least once
every 128 oscillator cycles, and if not, the PD detection
block 458 will again cause output signal 461 from 7-bit
counter 458 to generate a logic pulse and initiate a count
within event counter block 498, which, if the count reach-
es a count of n, will retrigger the latch circuit 459 to cause
a new shut down cycle to start.
[0045] As mentioned above, it is noted that in the spe-
cific example illustrated in FIG.4A, a control circuit 415
that utilizes an on/off control scheme to regulate the flow
of energy through the energy element coupled to the pow-
er switch is shown for explanation purposes. It is appre-
ciated that control circuit 415 may utilize other known
control schemes to regulate the flow of energy and detect
no load or light load conditions in order to benefit from
an unregulated dormant mode operation in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention.
[0046] For instance, in another example, a magnitude
of the feedback signal could be sensed by FB block 451
to detect the no load or light load condition. In such an
example, the magnitude of the feedback signal could be
a voltage value or a current value. In this example, when
FB block 451 detects a magnitude of the feedback signal
received at feedback terminal 423 that indicates a no
load or light load condition, FB block 451 will output a
signal 456 to PD detection block to indicate the no load
or light load condition. In yet another example, a no load
or light load condition may be detected by detecting a
low switching frequency of the drive signal 422. In one
example, the switching frequency of the drive signal 422
may be detected through the FB block 451, which is cou-
pled to receive the feedback signal. In such an example,
the switching frequency of the drive signal 422 may be
derived from the feedback signal received at feedback
terminal 423. In another example, PD detection block
458 could be coupled to receive the drive signal 422 to
detect the low switching frequency condition of drive sig-
nal 422 to detect the no load or light load condition.
[0047] FIGs. 5A and 5B show example voltage wave-
forms, which in one example apply to the bypass voltage
450 at bypass capacitor 433 of FIG.4A described above.
FIG. 5B shows a waveform 501 that is an expanded view
of region 502 from waveform 500 of FIG. 5A. In the ex-
ample, the times shown in FIGs. 5A and 5B assume a
bypass capacitor 433 value of 10mF, an oscillator 452
frequency of 100kHz and a current consumption (Icc 480)
of 2mA during the unregulated dormant mode period 503.
In addition it is assumed that regulator circuit 435 charges
bypass capacitor 433 with 2mA when recharging bypass
capacitor 433 from 3 to 6 V during period 504. Period
505 is of an undetermined value ’x’ milliseconds since
this is the period taken to recharge the output capacitor,
such as for example capacitor 118, 218 or 318 and other
capacitance coupled to auxiliary energy transfer element
windings, such as for example capacitors 175 and 275.
Period 505 is therefore a function of the choice of these
capacitors, but in typical examples could be in the range

of 5-20 milliseconds. Period 506 is the time it takes the
100kHz oscillator to count through 128 cycles and then
increment an event counter n times, where in the example
n=4,before again recognizing in the example shown, that
the energy requirement of the load is below a threshold
value and has been for a period of time 506 and the con-
trol circuit again starts a period of unregulated dormant
mode operation in accordance with the teachings of the
present invention. It is appreciated that in one example,
as described with respect to FIG.4A, time period 506 is
made up of a series of n events where consecutive drive
signal 422 high/low events are separated by periods of
time in excess of 128 oscillator cycles.
[0048] FIG. 6 shows another example power converter
600 benefiting from the teachings of the present inven-
tion. As shown, the example circuit of FIG. 6 shares many
aspects with those of FIGs. 1, 2 and/or 3 discussed
above. A difference, however, includes that the circuit of
FIG. 6 employs an optocoupler 611 and secondary feed-
back circuit block 694 to generate a feedback signal 639.
In the example case of control circuit 615, current 631 is
a combined feedback current and supply current to the
control circuit 615 as used for example by the TOPSwitch
family of integrated circuits manufactured by Power In-
tegrations, Inc., of San Jose, California.
[0049] In the example of control circuit 615, therefore,
the value of external bypass capacitor 633 determines
the unregulated dormant mode time period. The variable
used to detect when the energy required by the load cir-
cuit 621 has fallen below a threshold value to initiate the
unregulated dormant mode of operation can also be the
switching frequency of the power switch 605. However,
in the example of control circuit 615, the magnitude of
the feedback signal, such as the Ic 631 feedback signal
can also be used to detect when the energy required by
the load circuit 621 has fallen below a threshold value to
initiate the unregulated dormant mode of operation, as
will be discussed with reference to FIG. 8. The magnitude
of the feedback signal could be the current value of the
Ic 631 current, or in another example, the magnitude
could be a voltage value responsive to the Ic 631 current.
[0050] FIG. 7 shows a few example load versus switch-
ing frequency characteristics of control circuits that could
benefit from the example teachings of the present inven-
tion. Characteristic 703 is typical of simple on/off control
or variable frequency control schemes discussed earlier,
where load and switching frequency are linearly related.
Examples of control circuits using this type of control
scheme are TinySwitch, LinkSwitch-LP, LinkSwitch-TN
and LinkSwitch-XT, all manufactured by Power Integra-
tions, Inc., of San Jose, California.
[0051] In the case of example characteristic 703, op-
eration in the light load/no-load condition 712 region can
for example be detected when the switching frequency
falls below threshold value 707 indicating that the load
has fallen below threshold value 708. Characteristic 704
is typical of an on/off control circuit with multiple power
switch over current threshold levels and a state machine
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to determine which over current threshold to use in each
load condition. Examples of control circuits using this
type of control scheme are TinySwitch-II, TinySwitch-III,
PeakSwitch and LinkSwitch-II, all of which are manufac-
tured by Power Integrations, Inc., of San Jose, California.
Characteristic 705 is typical of a PWM control circuit char-
acteristic where operation in high load condition 710
and/or medium load condition 711 is typically with fixed
average switching frequency 713, but where average
switching frequency is reduced in the light and no-load
region 712. Examples of control circuits using this type
of control scheme are TOPSwitch-FX and TOPSwitch-
GX, both of which are manufactured by Power Integra-
tions, Inc., of San Jose, California. Characteristic 706 is
typical of a PWM control circuit with more complex control
schemes where operation in high load condition 710 and
a portion of medium load condition 711 is typically with
fixed average switching frequency 714, but where the
average switching frequency is reduced in other portions
of medium load condition 711 and light load/no-load con-
dition 712 regions. An example of a control circuit using
this type of control scheme is TOPSwitch-HX manufac-
tured by Power Integrations, Inc., of San Jose, California.
[0052] Regardless of the control scheme used, a com-
mon factor is that switching frequency is reduced at light
load/no-load conditions and can therefore be used as a
way to detect a light or no-load condition on the output
of a power converter. This is true of numerous other con-
trol circuits using these or other light load operating
schemes, such as burst mode, where the average switch-
ing frequency is also reduced under light load/no-load
conditions.
[0053] FIG. 8 shows an example of a duty cycle 801
versus Ic 802 current characteristic, which in one exam-
ple could apply to the circuit configuration described
above with reference to FIG. 6. The example character-
istic of FIG. 8 illustrates that the detection of a light
load/no-load condition is not limited to detecting a switch-
ing frequency of a power switch. As shown in the example
characteristic of FIG. 8, a reduction in load on the output
of the power converter is indicated by an increase in Ic
802 current as indicated by label 804. Detection of a
threshold Ic current 805, where the duty cycle falls to
substantially zero, in combination with an event counter
or timer can therefore be used as an indication that the
energy requirements of a load at the output of the power
converter have fallen below a threshold value for a period
of time and could therefore be used to initiate a period
of unregulated dormant mode operation in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention. It is appreci-
ated that with other control schemes, there are other
ways that may be employed to indicate a light load/no-
load condition and used therefore to initiate an unregu-
lated dormant mode of operation in accordance with the
teachings of the present invention.
[0054] FIG. 9 shows generally a flowchart 900 describ-
ing one example method of implementing an unregulated
dormant mode of operation in a power converter in ac-

cordance with the present invention. As shown in the
example, the power converter starts up in block 901 and
energy is delivered to the load in block 902. In block 903,
feedback information is received regarding the energy
requirement of the load and in block 904, it is decided
whether the energy requirement of the load is below a
threshold value, which would indicate a light load/no-load
condition. If not, energy delivery is regulated in block 905
and again feedback information is received in block 903.
If however, in block 904 it is decided that the energy re-
quirement of the load is below a threshold value, which
would indicate a light load/no-load condition, in block 910,
it is determined whether this condition has existed for
longer than a predetermined period of time. If it has, in
block 906 regulation of energy delivery is ceased, and in
block 907 a time period of unregulated dormant mode is
started. In either blocks 906 or 907, unnecessary circuit
blocks are powered down so as to reduce energy con-
sumption during the time period of unregulated dormant
mode. In block 908 it is decided whether the time period
of unregulated dormant mode is complete. When it is,
the power converter is restarted in block 909 and then
returns to block 902 where energy is delivered to the
load. It is appreciated that in one example, block 909
could be eliminated if a YES decision in block 908 was
connected directly to block 901 where the initial start up
of the power converter is undertaken. However, the pres-
ence of block 909 allows for a different start up mode
when the period of unregulated dormant mode operation
is complete which could include for example starting up
in a lower energy consumption state than the normal start
up of the power supply in order to check for the presence
of a light or no-load condition without all of the control
circuit blocks being active for example and therefore re-
ducing energy consumption even further. If in block 904,
the energy requirement of the load is not below a thresh-
old value or if in block 910, the condition of the energy
requirement of the load being below a threshold value
has not exited for longer than a threshold period of time,
energy delivery to the load is again regulated in block
905 and information regarding the energy requirement
of the load is again received in block 903.
[0055] The above description of illustrated examples
of the present invention, including what is described in
the Abstract, are not intended to be exhaustive or to be
limitation to the precise forms disclosed. While specific
embodiments of, and examples for, the invention are de-
scribed herein for illustrative purposes, various equiva-
lent modifications are possible without departing from the
broader spirit and scope of the present invention. Indeed,
it is appreciated that the specific voltages, currents, fre-
quencies, power range values, times, etc., are provided
for explanation purposes and that other values may also
be employed in other embodiments and examples in ac-
cordance with the teachings of the present invention.
[0056] These modifications can be made to examples
of the invention in light of the above detailed description.
The terms used in the following claims should not be
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construed to limit the invention to the specific embodi-
ments disclosed in the specification and the claims. Rath-
er, the scope is to be determined entirely by the following
claims, which are to be construed in accordance with
established doctrines of claim interpretation. The present
specification and figures are accordingly to be regarded
as illustrative rather than restrictive.

Embodiments

[0057] Although the present invention is defined in the
attached claims, it should be understood that the present
invention can also (alternatively) be defined in accord-
ance with the following embodiments:

1. A control circuit for use in a power converter, com-
prising:

a drive signal generator coupled to generate a
drive signal to control switching of a power
switch to be coupled to the control circuit to reg-
ulate a flow of energy to a power converter out-
put in response to an energy requirement of one
or more loads to be coupled to the power con-
verter output; and
an unregulated dormant mode control circuit
coupled to render dormant the drive signal gen-
erator thereby ceasing the regulation of the flow
of energy to the power converter output by the
drive signal generator when the energy require-
ment of the one or more loads falls below a
threshold for more than a first period of time, the
drive signal generator coupled to be unrespon-
sive to changes in the energy requirements of
the one or more loads when dormant, the un-
regulated dormant mode control circuit coupled
to power up the drive signal generator after a
second period of time has elapsed, the drive sig-
nal generator coupled to again be responsive to
changes in the energy requirement of the one
or more loads after the second period of time
has elapsed.

2. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
energy requirements of the one or more loads is de-
termined in response to a feedback signal coupled
to be received by the control circuit.

3. The control circuit of embodiment 2 wherein the
energy requirements of the one or more loads is de-
termined in response to a magnitude of the feedback
signal coupled to be received by the control circuit.

4. The control circuit of embodiment 3 wherein the
magnitude of the feedback signal is a voltage value.

5. The control circuit of embodiment 3 wherein the
magnitude of the feedback signal is a current value.

6. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
energy requirements of the one or more loads is de-
termined in response to a switching frequency of the
drive signal.

7. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
power converter is a flyback converter.

8. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
first period of time is determined by an event counter
which initiates the start of the second period of time
when the time between n consecutive drive signals
has exceeded a third period of time.

9. The circuit of embodiment 8 wherein the third time
period is a period between 50 to 250 cycles of an
oscillator circuit forming part of the control circuit

10. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
second period of time is determined by a capacitor
to be coupled to the control circuit.

11. The control circuit of embodiment 10 wherein the
capacitor to be coupled to the control circuit com-
prises an external bypass capacitor for the control
circuit.

12. The control circuit of embodiment 10 further com-
prising a regulator circuit to be coupled to charge the
capacitor in response to the unregulated dormant
mode control circuit, the regulator circuit coupled to
not charge the capacitor when the energy require-
ments of the one or more loads falls below the thresh-
old for more than the first period of time and to again
charge the capacitor after the second period of time
has elapsed.

13. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
power switch comprises a metal oxide semiconduc-
tor field effect transistor (MOSFET).

14. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
power switch comprises a bipolar transistor.

15. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
power switch is coupled to regulate the flow of energy
to the power converter output through an energy
transfer element and the energy transfer element
comprises an isolated output winding, wherein one
of the one or more loads is coupled to the isolated
output winding.

16. The control circuit of embodiment 13 wherein
said one of the one or more loads comprises a
preload impedance and a load coupled to output ter-
minals of the power converter.

17. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
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power switch is coupled to regulate the flow of energy
to the power converter output through an energy
transfer element and the energy transfer element
comprises a non-isolated sense winding, wherein
one of the one or more loads is coupled to the non-
isolated sense winding.

18. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
power switch is coupled to regulate the flow of energy
to the power converter output through an energy
transfer element and the energy transfer element
comprises a non-isolated bias winding, wherein one
of the one or more loads is coupled to the non-iso-
lated bias winding.

19. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
power switch is coupled to regulate the flow of energy
to the power converter output through an energy
transfer element and the energy transfer element
comprises an isolated output winding and a non-iso-
lated bias winding, wherein one of the one or more
loads is coupled to the isolated output winding and
an other one of the one or more loads is coupled to
the non-isolated bias winding.

20. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
power switch is coupled to regulate the flow of energy
to the power converter output through an energy
transfer element and the energy transfer element
comprises a non-isolated output winding, wherein
one of the one or more loads comprises a combined
sensing and bias load coupled to the non-isolated
output winding.

21. The control circuit of embodiment 1 wherein the
power switch is coupled to regulate the flow of energy
to the power converter output through an energy
transfer element and the energy transfer element
comprises an isolated output winding and a non-iso-
lated output winding, wherein one of the one of the
one or more loads is coupled to the isolated output
winding and an other one of the loads comprises a
combined sensing and bias load coupled to the non-
isolated output winding.

22. A method for controlling an output of a power
converter, comprising:

generating a drive signal to regulate a flow of
energy to one or more loads coupled to an output
of the power converter in response to energy
requirement of the one or more loads;
ceasing for a first period of time the regulation
of energy flow to the one or more loads when
an energy requirement of the one or more loads
falls below a threshold value for more than a
second period of time;
not responding to the energy requirement of the

one or more loads during the first period of time;
and
resuming after the first period of time has
elapsed the regulation of energy flow to the one
or more loads.

23. The method of embodiment 22 wherein one of
the loads is a sensing circuit coupled to the power
converter output.

24. The method of embodiment 22 wherein one of
the loads is a combined sense and bias circuit cou-
pled to one of the power converter output.

25. The method of embodiment 22 wherein one of
the loads is a preload impedance in combination with
a load coupled to output terminals of the power con-
verter.

26. The method of embodiment 25 wherein ceasing
for the first period of time the regulation of energy
flow to the one or more loads comprises ceasing the
flow of energy when energy requirements of the com-
bined preload and load falls below the threshold val-
ue for more than the second period of time.

27. The method of embodiment 22 wherein one of
the one or more loads is coupled to output terminals
of the power converter.

28. The method of embodiment 27 wherein ceasing
for the first period of time the regulation of energy
flow to the one or more loads comprises ceasing the
flow of energy when the energy requirement of the
one of the one or more loads that is coupled to output
terminals of the power converter falls below the
threshold value for more than the second period of
time.

29. A control circuit for use in a power converter,
wherein the control circuit comprises:

a drive signal generator coupled to generate a
drive signal to control switching of a power
switch to regulate an output of the power con-
verter;
a power down detection circuit coupled to the
drive signal generator to indicate if a time be-
tween two pulses of the drive signal exceeds a
threshold time period; and
an event detection circuit coupled to the power
down detection circuit to render dormant the
drive signal generator for a first time period if the
power down detection circuit indicates that the
time between pulses of the drive signal exceeds
the threshold time period for a threshold con-
secutive number of times.
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30. The control circuit of embodiment 29, further
comprising a terminal to be coupled to a timer exter-
nal to the control circuit, wherein the first time period
is determined responsive to the timer.

31. The control circuit of embodiment 29, further
comprising a power up detection circuit coupled to
power up the drive signal generator after the first
time period has elapsed.

32. The control circuit of embodiment 31, wherein
the drive signal generator is coupled to be unrespon-
sive to changes in an energy requirement of the load
when the drive signal generator is dormant and re-
sponsive to changes in the energy requirement of
the load after the first time period has elapsed.

33. The control circuit of embodiment 29, further
comprising an oscillator coupled to the power down
detection circuit, wherein the threshold time period
comprises a threshold number of oscillator cycles of
the oscillator.

34. The control circuit of embodiment 33, wherein
the power down detection circuit comprises a power
down counter to count the cycles of the oscillator and
wherein the event detection circuit comprises an
event detection counter to count a number of times
that the power down detection circuit counts the
threshold number of oscillator cycles.

35. The control circuit of embodiment 34, wherein
the power down counter is further coupled to be reset
in response to an occurrence of a drive signal pulse
prior to the power down counter counting the thresh-
old number of oscillator cycles.

36. The control circuit of embodiment 34, wherein
the event detection counter is further coupled to be
reset in response to an occurrence of a drive signal
pulse prior to the power down counter counting the
threshold number of oscillator cycles.

Claims

1. A method for controlling an output of a power con-
verter using an integrated control circuit, comprising:

generating a drive signal to regulate a flow of
energy to one or more loads coupled to an output
of the power converter in response to energy
requirement of the one or more loads;
sensing when an energy requirement of the one
or more loads falls below a threshold value for
more than a first predetermined period of time
and, in response, ceasing for a second prede-
termined period of time the regulation of energy

flow to the one or more loads by sending a power
down signal to power down some but not all of
the internal circuit blocks of the control circuit;
not responding to the energy requirement of the
one or more loads during the second predeter-
mined period of time; and
outputting a reset signal to the internal circuit
blocks of the control circuit and thereby power
up the powered-down internal circuit blocks of
the control circuit and resuming the regulation
of energy flow to the one or more loads after the
second predetermined period of time has
elapsed.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein one of the loads is a
sensing circuit coupled to the power converter out-
put.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein one of the loads is a
combined sense and bias circuit coupled to one of
the power converter output.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein one of the loads is a
preload impedance in combination with a load cou-
pled to output terminals of the power converter.

5. The method of claim 4 wherein ceasing for the sec-
ond predetermined period of time the regulation of
energy flow to the one or more loads comprises ceas-
ing the flow of energy when energy requirements of
the preload impedance in combination with the load
coupled to the output terminals falls below the
threshold value for more than the first predetermined
period of time.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein one of the one or
more loads is coupled to output terminals of the pow-
er converter.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein ceasing for the sec-
ond predetermined period of time the regulation of
energy flow to the one or more loads comprises ceas-
ing the flow of energy when the energy requirement
of the one of the one or more loads that is coupled
to output terminals of the power converter falls below
the threshold value for more than the first predeter-
mined period of time.

8. An integrated control circuit for use in a power con-
verter, wherein the integrated control circuit compris-
es:

a drive signal generator coupled to generate a
drive signal to control switching of a power
switch to regulate an output of the power con-
verter;
a power down detection circuit coupled to the
drive signal generator to determine if a time be-
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tween two pulses of the drive signal exceeds a
predetermined first threshold time period; and
an event detection circuit coupled to the power
down detection circuit to render dormant the
drive signal generator by powering down the
drive signal generator for a second predeter-
mined time period if the power down detection
circuit indicates that the time between pulses of
the drive signal exceeds the predetermined first
threshold time period for a threshold consecu-
tive number of times; and
a power up detection circuit coupled to power
up the drive signal generator after a second pre-
determined time period has elapsed, wherein
the power up detection circuit is to remain active
during the second time period.

9. The integrated control circuit of claim 8, further com-
prising a terminal to be coupled to a timer external
to the control circuit, wherein the second predeter-
mined time period is determined responsive to the
timer.

10. The integrated control circuit of claim 8, further com-
prising an oscillator coupled to the power down de-
tection circuit, wherein the predetermined first
threshold time period comprises a threshold number
of oscillator cycles of the oscillator.

11. The integrated control circuit of claim 10, wherein
the power down detection circuit comprises a power
down counter to count the cycles of the oscillator and
wherein the event detection circuit comprises an
event detection counter to count a number of times
that the power down detection circuit counts the
threshold number of oscillator cycles.

12. The integrated control circuit of claim 11, wherein
the power down counter is further coupled to be reset
in response to an occurrence of a drive signal pulse
prior to the power down counter counting the thresh-
old number of oscillator cycles.

13. The integrated control circuit of claim 11, wherein
the event detection counter is further coupled to be
reset in response to an occurrence of a drive signal
pulse prior to the power down counter counting the
threshold number of oscillator cycles.
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