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(54) COMMUNICATION MODULE AND MOUNTING STRUCTURE THEREOF

(57) A module substrate includes a module substrate
including a plurality of external connection electrodes dis-
posed on a second surface thereof; communication ele-
ments mounted on the module substrate, the communi-
cation elements including one or more first communica-
tion elements mounted on a first surface of the module
substrate and one or more second communication ele-
ments mounted on the second surface of the module
substrate; a first heat radiation frame mounted on the

first surface of the module substrate and configured to
accommodate at least one of the one or more first com-
munication elements; and a second heat radiation frame
mounted on the second surface of the module substrate
and configured to accommodate at least one of the one
or more second communication elements. One or more
of the external connection electrodes are disposed
around the second heat radiation frame.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of priority to
Korean Patent Application Nos. 10-2018-0017070 filed
on February 12, 2018 and 10-2018-0069209 filed on
June 15, 2018 in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the entire disclosures of which are incorporated herein
by reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0002] This following description relates to a commu-
nication module and a mounting structure thereof.

2. Description of the Background

[0003] Recently, various kinds of communication mod-
ules have been mounted in vehicles.
[0004] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view schematically
illustrating an electrical communication module of the re-
lated art.
[0005] Referring to FIG. 1, the electrical communica-
tion module of the related art includes various commu-
nication devices, such as an NAD (Network Access De-
vice) module 1, a Wi-Fi module 2, and a BT (Bluetooth®)
module 3 arranged on a unit substrate 9 and is electrically
connected externally through the unit substrate 9.
[0006] Each of the communication devices 1, 2 and 3
includes module substrates 2a, 2b and 2c, on which elec-
tronic elements 1a, 1b and 1c are respectively mounted,
frames 3a, 3b, and 3c and covers 4a, 4b, and 4c that
surround the electronic elements 1a, 1b and 1c respec-
tively, and shield electromagnetic waves. Here, the elec-
tronic elements 1a, 1b and 1c include various communi-
cation elements used for NAD, Wi-Fi, BT communica-
tions and the like.
[0007] However, in the related art, all of the communi-
cation devices 1, 2, and 3 are horizontally spaced apart
on one surface of the unit substrate 9, which may cause
a problem of increasing an overall size (e.g., area) of
electric communication modules.
[0008] Accordingly, there is a demand for a communi-
cation module capable of minimizing the product size
while having various communication devices.
[0009] The above information is provided as back-
ground information only to assist with an understanding
of the present disclosure. No determination has been
made, and assertion is made, as to whether any of the
above might be applicable as prior art with regard to the
disclosure.

SUMMARY

[0010] This summary is provided to introduce a selec-

tion of concepts in a simplified form that are further de-
scribed below in the Detailed Description. This Summary
is not intended to identify key features or essential fea-
tures of the claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to
be used as an aid in determining the scope of the claimed
subject matter.
[0011] In one general aspect, a module substrate in-
cludes a module substrate including a plurality of external
connection electrodes disposed on a second surface
thereof; communication elements mounted on the mod-
ule substrate, the communication elements including one
or more first communication elements mounted on a first
surface of the module substrate and one or more second
communication elements mounted on the second sur-
face of the module substrate; a first heat radiation frame
mounted on the first surface of the module substrate and
configured to accommodate at least one of the one or
more first communication elements; and a second heat
radiation frame mounted on the second surface of the
module substrate and configured to accommodate at
least one of the one or more second communication el-
ements. One or more of the external connection elec-
trodes are disposed around the second heat radiation
frame.
[0012] A mounting height of the first heat radiation
frame with respect to the first surface of the module sub-
strate may be greater than a mounting height of the one
or more first communication elements, and a mounting
height of the second heat radiation frame with respect to
the second surface of the module substrate may be great-
er than a mounting height of the one or more second
communication elements.
[0013] A cover may be coupled to the first heat radia-
tion frame and may be configured to cover the first heat
radiation frame.
[0014] A thermal interface material (TIM) may be inter-
posed between the cover and the at least one of the one
or more first communication elements, and may be con-
figured to transfer heat generated in the at least one of
the one or more first communication elements to the cov-
er.
[0015] The first heat radiation frame may include a
sidewall bonded to the module substrate and a seating
portion orthogonal to the sidewall and on which the cover
is seated.
[0016] The first heat radiation frame may include an
outer sidewall configured to form an external shape of
the first heat radiation frame and a blocking sidewall dis-
posed in an internal space formed by the outer sidewall
and configured to block electromagnetic interference be-
tween the at least one of the one or more first communi-
cation elements in the internal space.
[0017] The first heat radiation frame may include an
extension portion having at least a part that is disposed
inside the module substrate.
[0018] The extension portion may penetrate into the
module substrate and may be connected to the second
heat radiation frame.
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[0019] An edge of the extension portion may be formed
in a hook shape and the edge of the hook shape may
penetrate into the module substrate and be disposed on
the second surface of the module substrate.
[0020] The at least one of the one or more second com-
munication elements may be disposed to face a sidewall
of the first heat radiation frame.
[0021] A third heat radiation frame may be disposed
on the second surface of the module substrate. The sec-
ond heat radiation frame and the third heat radiation
frame may be spaced apart from each other. At least one
of the one or more external connection electrodes may
be disposed between the second heat radiation frame
and the third heat radiation frame.
[0022] In another general aspect, a communication
module mounting structure includes a communication
module including a module substrate, external connec-
tion electrodes disposed on a second surface of the mod-
el substrate, communication elements mounted on the
module substrate, the communication elements includ-
ing one or more first communication elements mounted
on a first surface of the module substrate and one or
more second communication elements mounted on the
second surface of the module substrate, and a heat ra-
diation frame configured to accommodate the one or
more second communication elements; and a unit sub-
strate including a connection pad disposed on a first sur-
face of the unit substrate and bonded to at least one of
the external connection electrodes, and an accommoda-
tion portion configured to accommodate the heat radia-
tion frame.
[0023] The heat radiation frame may include a first heat
radiation frame and a second heat radiation frame
spaced apart from the second surface of the module sub-
strate. At least one of the external connection electrodes
may be disposed between the first heat radiation frame
and the second heat radiation frame. At least a part of
the unit substrate may be disposed between the first heat
radiation frame and the second heat radiation frame and
electrically connected to one or more of the external con-
nection electrodes.
[0024] A heat radiation pad may be coupled to a sec-
ond surface of the unit substrate.
[0025] A thermal interface material (TIM) may be inter-
posed between at least one of the one or more second
communication elements and the heat radiation pad, the
TIM having a first surface in contact with the at least one
of the one or more second communication elements and
a second surface in contact with the heat radiation pad.
[0026] A cover may be coupled to the heat radiation
frame and may be configured to shield a space in which
the one or more second communication elements are
accommodated. A thermal interface material (TIM) may
be interposed between the cover and at least one of the
one or more second communication elements and may
be configured to transfer heat generated in the at least
one of the one or more second communication elements
to the cover.

[0027] In another general aspect, a communication
module includes a module substrate; communication el-
ements mounted on the module substrate, the commu-
nication elements including one or more first communi-
cation elements mounted on a first surface of the module
substrate and one or more second communication ele-
ments mounted on a second surface of the module sub-
strate; and a heat radiation frame mounted on the module
substrate and configured to accommodate at least one
of the one or more second communication elements and
mounted on second surface of the module substrate. The
heat radiation frame may include a first heat radiation
frame and a second heat radiation frame spaced apart
from the second surface of the module substrate. The
module substrate may include an external connection
electrode disposed between the first heat radiation frame
and the second heat radiation frame and configured to
be bonded to a connection pad of a unit substrate.
[0028] Other features and aspects will be apparent
from the following detailed description, the drawings, and
the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0029]

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing an electric communication module of the related
art.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view schematically showing
an example of a communication module.
FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the communication module
shown in FIG. 2.
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of the com-
munication module shown in FIG. 2.
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the communication
module shown in FIG. 2.
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing a mounting structure of the communication mod-
ule shown in FIG. 2.
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing an example of a mounting structure of a commu-
nication module.
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing an example of a mounting structure of a commu-
nication module.
FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view schematically show-
ing an example of a mounting structure of a commu-
nication module.
FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing an example of a mounting structure of a
communication module.
FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing an example of a mounting structure of a
communication module.
FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing an example of a mounting structure of a
communication module.
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FIG. 13 is a graph showing a comparison of temper-
ature between a communication module of the relat-
ed art and an example of a communication module.

[0030] Throughout the drawings and the detailed de-
scription, the same reference numerals refer to the same
elements. The drawings may not be to scale, and the
relative size, proportions, and depiction of elements in
the drawings may be exaggerated for clarity, illustration,
and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0031] The following detailed description is provided
to assist the reader in gaining a comprehensive under-
standing of the methods, apparatuses, and/or systems
described herein. However, various changes, modifica-
tions, and equivalents of the methods, apparatuses,
and/or systems described herein will be apparent after
an understanding of the disclosure of this application.
[0032] Herein, it is noted that use of the term "may"
with respect to an example or embodiment, e.g., as to
what an example or embodiment may include or imple-
ment, means that at least one example or embodiment
exists in which such a feature is included or implemented
while all examples and embodiments are not limited
thereto.
[0033] The features of the examples described herein
may be combined in various ways as will be apparent
after an understanding of the disclosure of this applica-
tion. Further, although the examples described herein
have a variety of configurations, other configurations are
possible as will be apparent after an understanding of
the disclosure of this application.
[0034] Throughout the specification, when an element,
such as a layer, region, or substrate, is described as be-
ing "on," "connected to," or "coupled to" another element,
it may be directly "on," "connected to," or "coupled to"
the other element, or there may be one or more other
elements intervening therebetween. In contrast, when an
element is described as being "directly on," "directly con-
nected to," or "directly coupled to" another element, there
can be no other elements intervening therebetween.
[0035] As used herein, the term "and/or" includes any
one and any combination of any two or more of the as-
sociated listed items.
Although terms such as "first," "second," and "third" may
be used herein to describe various members, compo-
nents, regions, layers, or sections, these members, com-
ponents, regions, layers, or sections are not to be limited
by these terms. Rather, these terms are only used to
distinguish one member, component, region, layer, or
section from another member, component, region, layer,
or section. Thus, a first member, component, region, lay-
er, or section referred to in examples described herein
may also be referred to as a second member, component,
region, layer, or section without departing from the teach-
ings of the examples.

[0036] Spatially relative terms such as "above," "up-
per," "below," and "lower" may be used herein for ease
of description to describe one element’s relationship to
another element as shown in the figures. Such spatially
relative terms are intended to encompass different ori-
entations of the device in use or operation in addition to
the orientation depicted in the figures. For example, if the
device in the figures is turned over, an element described
as being "above" or "upper" relative to another element
will then be "below" or "lower" relative to the other ele-
ment. Thus, the term "above" encompasses both the
above and below orientations depending on the spatial
orientation of the device. The device may also be oriented
in other ways (for example, rotated 90 degrees or at other
orientations), and the spatially relative terms used herein
are to be interpreted accordingly.
[0037] Spatially relative terms such as "above," "up-
per," "below," and "lower" may be used herein for ease
of description to describe one element’s relationship to
another element as shown in the figures. Such spatially
relative terms are intended to encompass different ori-
entations of the device in use or operation in addition to
the orientation depicted in the figures. For example, if the
device in the figures is turned over, an element described
as being "above" or "upper" relative to another element
will then be "below" or "lower" relative to the other ele-
ment. Thus, the term "above" encompasses both the
above and below orientations depending on the spatial
orientation of the device. The device may also be oriented
in other ways (for example, rotated 90 degrees or at other
orientations), and the spatially relative terms used herein
are to be interpreted accordingly.
[0038] The terminology used herein is for describing
various examples only, and is not to be used to limit the
disclosure. The articles "a," "an," and "the" are intended
to include the plural forms as well, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise. The terms "comprises," "in-
cludes," and "has" specify the presence of stated fea-
tures, numbers, operations, members, elements, and/or
combinations thereof, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, numbers, op-
erations, members, elements, and/or combinations
thereof.
[0039] Due to manufacturing techniques and/or toler-
ances, variations of the shapes shown in the drawings
may occur. Thus, the examples described herein are not
limited to the specific shapes shown in the drawings, but
include changes in shape that occur during manufactur-
ing.
[0040] The features of the examples described herein
may be combined in various ways as will be apparent
after an understanding of the disclosure of this applica-
tion. Further, although the examples described herein
have a variety of configurations, other configurations are
possible as will be apparent after an understanding of
the disclosure of this application.
[0041] It is to be noted that the expressions such as
the upper side, the lower side, the side face, etc. in the
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present specification are described based on illustrations
in the drawings and may be expressed differently when
a direction of the corresponding object changes.
[0042] FIG. 2 is a perspective view schematically
showing a communication module 100 according to an
example. FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the communication
module 100 shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 4 is an exploded per-
spective view of the communication module 100 shown
in FIG. 2. FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the commu-
nication module 100 shown in FIG. 2.
[0043] Referring to FIGS. 2 to 5, the communication
module 100 may include a module substrate 20, a plu-
rality of electronic elements 10, a heat radiation frame
30, and a cover 40.
[0044] The module substrate 20 is configured such that
at least one electronic element 10 is mounted on each
side of the module substrate 20. Various types of sub-
strates (e.g., a printed circuit board (PCB), a flexible sub-
strate, a ceramic substrate, a glass substrate, etc.) well
known to the pertinent art may be used.
[0045] Mounting electrodes 21 for mounting the elec-
tronic elements 10 and a wiring pattern (not shown) elec-
trically connecting the mounting electrodes 21 are ar-
ranged on a first surface of the module substrate and
may also be arranged on a second surface of the module
substrate 20.
[0046] The mounting electrodes 21 of the module sub-
strate 20 may include at least one ground electrode. The
ground electrode may be formed by exposing wiring or
pads of a ground property formed on the module sub-
strate 20. The ground electrode may be electrically con-
nected to the heat radiation frame 30. In an example, the
ground electrode may be arranged along sidewalls 32
and 34 of the heat radiation frame 30 bonded to the mod-
ule substrate 20 and may be formed in a solid line shape
or a broken line shape. However, the disclosure is not
limited to such a configuration.
[0047] Further, external connection electrodes 22 to
be connected to a unit substrate (90 in FIG. 6) are dis-
posed on the second surface of the module substrate 20.
The external connection electrodes 22 may also include
at least one ground electrode.
[0048] A second heat radiation frame 302 and a third
heat radiation frame 303 are disposed on the second
surface of the module substrate 20. Thus, the external
connection electrodes 22 are disposed around the sec-
ond heat radiation frame 302 and the third heat radiation
frame 303, and at least one of the external connection
electrodes 22 is disposed between the second heat ra-
diation frame 302 and the third heat radiation frame 303.
[0049] The module substrate 20 may be a multilayered
substrate formed in a plurality of layers. A circuit pattern
for forming an electrical connection may be formed be-
tween the layers of the module substrate 20.
[0050] The electronic element 10 includes various el-
ements, such as an active element and a passive ele-
ment, and any electronic components mountable on a
substrate may be used as the electronic element 10.

[0051] Further, the active element among the electron-
ic elements 10 includes a communication element used
for communication. Here, the communication element
may include a power amplifier, a front end module (FEM)
element embedded with the power amplifier, a radio fre-
quency (RF) filter, a base band filter, an RF integrated
circuit (IC), and the like, but is not limited thereto.
[0052] Among the electronic elements 10, the electron-
ic elements 10 in which interference occurs with each
other may be distributed in a plurality of spaces formed
by the heat radiation frames 30. Also, among the elec-
tronic elements 10, the electronic elements 10 that gen-
erate a lot of heat during operation may also be distrib-
uted in the plurality of spaces.
[0053] For example, as shown in FIG. 5, the electronic
elements 10 are dispersed and mounted on both sides
of the module substrate 20. Also, the electronic elements
10 may be disposed in a first heat radiation frame 301 of
the heat radiation frame 30, and may be distributed in a
plurality of spaces defined by the blocking sidewall 34 of
the first heat radiation frame 301.
[0054] The heat radiation frame 30 accommodates the
at least one electronic element 10 in an internal space
and is distributed on both sides of the module substrate
20. Also, the heat radiation frame 30 is interposed be-
tween the cover 40 and the module substrate 20 to sup-
port the cover 40.
[0055] The heat radiation frame 30 may include the
sidewalls 32 and 34 and a seating portion 35.
[0056] At least one of the side of the sidewalls 32 and
34 is bonded to the module substrate 20 to serve as a
pillar between the cover 40 and the module substrate 20.
[0057] The sidewall 32 may be an outer sidewall and
the sidewall 34 may be a blocking sidewall.
[0058] The outer sidewall 32 forms an external shape
of the heat radiation frame 30. Therefore, the outer side-
wall 32 is disposed along an edge of the heat radiation
frame 30. In one example, the outer sidewall 32 is formed
in an annular ring shape, but the disclosure is not limited
to such an example. For example, various modifications
are possible, such as the outer sidewall 32 being formed
in a partially cut ring shape, or a broken line type ring
shape.
[0059] The blocking sidewall 34 is disposed in an in-
ternal space defined by the outer sidewall 32 and dis-
posed between the corresponding electronic elements
10 to prevent interference between the electronic ele-
ments 10 from occurring. Thus, the blocking sidewall 34
is disposed to block spaces between the electronic ele-
ments 10 where interference may occur. Accordingly, it
is possible to effectively prevent electromagnetic inter-
ference from occurring between the adjacent electronic
elements 10.
[0060] The single blocking sidewall 34 or a plurality of
blocking sidewalls 34 may be provided. In one example,
the blocking sidewall 34 is formed in a straight line shape.
However, the present disclosure is not limited thereto.
The blocking sidewall 34 may be modified in various
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shapes according to a shape of the electronic element
10 or shapes of the defined spaces. Also, the blocking
sidewall 34 may be omitted.
[0061] The seating portion 35 is disposed on another
surface of a sidewall and is orthogonal to the sidewall.
The seating portion 35 may be formed by bending a por-
tion of the sidewall, but is not limited thereto.
[0062] The cover 40 is seated on the seating portion
35. Therefore, the seating portion 35 is configured such
that at least a part thereof is in surface contact with the
cover 40.
[0063] Meanwhile, when the thickness of the sidewall
is sufficiently thick, the seating portion 35 may be omitted.
[0064] The heat radiation frame 30 according to an ex-
ample may be formed by processing a flat metal plate
material by using a press device (not shown). Therefore,
the flat metal plate material may be divided into the seat-
ing portion 35 and the sidewalls 32 and 34 through press
processing, and the sidewalls 32 and 34 may be further
formed by bending downward from the seating portion
35.
[0065] In an example, the heat radiation frame 30 in-
cludes the first heat radiation frame 301, the second heat
radiation frame 302, and the third heat radiation frame
303.
[0066] The first heat radiation frame 301 is mounted
on the first surface (e.g., the upper surface) of the module
substrate 20. The second heat radiation frame 302 and
the third heat radiation frame 303 are mounted on the
second surface (e.g., the lower surface) of the module
substrate 20. However, the disclosure is not limited to
such a configuration. Various modifications are possible
as necessary, such as two heat radiation frames 30 being
disposed on the first surface of the module substrate 20.
[0067] The heat radiation frame 30 may be bonded to
a ground electrode provided on the module substrate 20.
The heat radiation frame 30 and the ground electrode
may be bonded to each other via a conductive adhesive,
such as solder or a conductive resin.
[0068] In an example, the first heat radiation frame 301
includes the blocking sidewall 34. The second heat radi-
ation frame 302 and the third heat radiation frame 303
include only the outer sidewall 32 without the blocking
sidewall 34. However, as described above, the blocking
sidewall 34 may be disposed in the second heat radiation
frame 302 and the third heat radiation frame 303.
[0069] The second heat radiation frame 302 and the
third heat radiation frame 303 are spaced apart from each
other by a predetermined or specified distance. At least
one external connection electrode 22 is disposed be-
tween the second heat radiation frame 302 and the third
heat radiation frame 303 in the module substrate 20. The
external connection electrode 22 disposed between the
second heat radiation frame 302 and the third heat radi-
ation frame 303 may include at least one ground pad.
[0070] The heat radiation frame 30 of an example is
formed such that a mounting height (measured from a
surface of the module substrate) thereof is greater than

a mounting height (measured from a surface of the mod-
ule substrate) of the electronic elements 10. Therefore,
when the heat radiation frame 30 and the electronic el-
ements 10 are mounted on the module substrate 20, the
electronic elements 10 are not exposed to an upper por-
tion of the heat radiation frame 30.
[0071] The heat radiation frame 30 of an example is
formed of a material having high thermal conductivity and
capable of shielding electromagnetic waves. For exam-
ple, stainless steel or an alloy of copper, zinc, and nickel
may be used as the material of the heat radiation frame
30. However, the radiation frame 30 is not limited to such
materials.
[0072] The cover 40 is coupled to the heat radiation
frame 30 to protect the electronic elements 10 mounted
on the module substrate 20 from the outside. Also, the
cover 40 shields electromagnetic waves introduced from
the outside.
[0073] The cover 40 may include a seating surface 45
that is seated in the seating portion 35 of the heat radi-
ation frame 30 and a side surface 42 that is bent around
the seating surface 45.
[0074] When the cover 40 is coupled to the heat radi-
ation frame 30, the side surface 42 of the cover 40 is
disposed on the outside of the heat radiation frame 30
and is disposed in close contact with the outer sidewall
32 of the heat radiation frame 30. Thus, the cover 40 may
be firmly coupled to the heat radiation frame 30.
[0075] The cover 40 is formed of a material having high
thermal conductivity and capable of shielding electro-
magnetic waves. For example, stainless steel, an alloy
of copper, zinc, and nickel may be used as the material
of the cover 40. The cover 40 may be formed of the same
material as the heat radiation frame 30. However, the
cover 40 is not limited to such materials.
[0076] Meanwhile, to increase the thermal conductiv-
ity, a thermal interface material (TIM) 50 may be disposed
between the electronic element 10 and the cover 40. The
TIM 50 is disposed such that one surface thereof is in
contact with an inactive surface of the electronic element
10 and the other surface is in contact with the cover 40.
The TIM 50 may selectively include a liquid type material,
such as paste or grease, a sheet type material, a pad
type material formed of silicon, or the like.
[0077] A plurality of TIMs 50 may be respectively at-
tached to upper surfaces of the plurality of electronic el-
ements 10. One TIM 50 may be simultaneously attached
to the upper surfaces of the plurality of electronic ele-
ments 10.
[0078] The total mounting height of the electronic ele-
ment 10 and the TIM 50 may be the same or similar to
the mounting height of the heat radiation frame 30 in a
state where the TIM 50 is stacked on the electronic ele-
ment 10. Accordingly, when the cover 40 is coupled to
the heat radiation frame 30, the other surface of the TIM
50 contacts the cover 40.
[0079] The communication module 100 is mounted on
the unit substrate 90 and electrically connected to the
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unit substrate 90 as shown in FIG. 6.
[0080] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing a mounting structure of a communication mod-
ule shown in FIG. 2. Referring to FIG. 6, the unit substrate
90 is configured in the form of an insulating substrate
having circuit wiring and includes at least one accommo-
dation portion 95 therein.
[0081] For example, the unit substrate 90 may use var-
ious kinds of substrates (e.g., a printed circuit board
(PCB), a flexible substrate, a ceramic substrate, a glass
substrate, etc.).
[0082] The accommodation portion 95 is configured in
the form of a hole penetrating the unit substrate 90. Com-
ponents mounted on a second surface (in one example,
a lower surface) of the module substrate 20 in the com-
munication module 100 are inserted into and disposed
in one or more of the accommodation portions 95.
[0083] In an example, the unit substrate 90 includes
two accommodation portions 95 spaced apart from each
other. The second heat radiation frame 302 and the third
heat radiation frames 303 are respectively inserted into
the two accommodation portions 95.
[0084] A plurality of connection pads 92 are provided
on a first surface (e.g., an upper surface) of the unit sub-
strate 90 and are electrically connected to the external
connection electrodes 22 of the module substrate 20,
which is mounted on the first surface of the unit substrate
90. The connection pad 92 and the external connection
electrode 22 may be electrically and physically bonded
via a conductive adhesive such as solder.
[0085] A heat radiation pad 80 is attached to the sec-
ond surface of the unit substrate 90. An electrode pad is
not disposed on the second surface of the unit substrate
90. The cover 40 of the second heat radiation frame 302
and the third heat radiation frame 303 disposed in the
accommodation portion 95 has an outer surface dis-
posed in contact with the heat radiation pad 80.
[0086] The heat radiation pad 80 may be formed of
silicon or the like, but is not limited thereto. The heat
radiation pad 80 may be formed of various materials and
various shapes as long as the heat radiation pad 80 may
effectively radiate heat. Also, the heat radiation pad 80
may be omitted. If the heat radiation pad 80 is omitted,
an electrode pad may be disposed on the second surface
of the unit substrate 90.
[0087] In an example, a TCU (Telematics control Unit)
board mounted on a vehicle is used as the unit substrate
90. However, the configuration of the present disclosure
is not limited thereto. Although not shown, the unit sub-
strate 90 may have a connector on the first surface or
the second surface. The connector is electrically con-
nected to the plurality of connection pads 92 and is used
to electrically connect the outside and the unit substrate
90.
[0088] In the communication module 100 according to
an example, a plurality of communication devices are
mounted together on one module substrate 20. The plu-
rality of communication devices is distributed on both

sides of the module substrate 20 and is disposed apart
from each other in the different heat radiation frames 30.
[0089] For example, cellular related electronic ele-
ments 10, such as 2G, 3G, 4G, 5G, etc. may be distrib-
uted and arranged in the first heat radiation frame 301,
Wi-Fi related electronic elements 10 may be disposed in
the second heat radiation frame 302, and Blue-
tooth®(BT) communication related electronic elements
10 may be disposed in the third heat radiation frame 303.
However, the present disclosure is not limited thereto.
Various combinations are possible.
[0090] As described above, since the communication
module 100 according to an example includes the plu-
rality of communication devices arranged not only hori-
zontally but vertically, the size of the entire communica-
tion module 100 may be minimized. Further, interference
between the communication devices may also be
blocked through the one or more heat radiation frames
30.
[0091] In addition, the heat radiation frame 30 accord-
ing to an example is used as a heat transfer path for
radiating heat generated in the electronic elements 10 to
the outside.
[0092] Referring to FIG. 6, the mounting structure of
the communication module 100 according to an example
has four heat radiation paths.
[0093] A first heat radiation path P1 is a path through
which the heat generated in the electronic element 10 is
transferred to the cover 40 through the TIM 50 and radi-
ated directly to the outside or through the heat radiation
pad 80. A second heat radiation path P2 is a path through
which the heat generated in the electronic element 10 is
transferred to the module substrate 20 and then radiated
to the outside through the module substrate 20.
[0094] A third heat radiation path P3 is a path through
which the heat generated in the electronic element 10 is
transferred to the module substrate 20 and then radiated
to the outside through the unit substrate 90 on which the
module substrate 20 is mounted. A fourth heat radiation
path P4 is a path through which the heat generated by
the electronic element 10 is transferred to the module
substrate 20 and then radiated to the outside through the
heat radiation frame 30 and the cover 40 mounted on the
module substrate 20.
[0095] Accordingly, even if the heat generated from
the electronic elements 10 mounted on both sides of the
module substrate 20 is concentrated on the module sub-
strate 20, the heat may be quickly radiated to the outside
through the second to fourth heat radiation paths P2 to
P4.
[0096] Since the mounting structure of the communi-
cation module 100 according to an example includes var-
ious heat radiation paths, the heat radiation efficiency
may be maximized.
[0097] Also, the communication module 100 of an ex-
ample has the at least two heat radiation frames 302 and
303 spaced apart from each other on the second surface
of the module substrate 20. When mounted on the unit
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board 90, the two heat radiation frames 302 and 303 are
inserted into and disposed in different accommodation
portions 95.
[0098] To secure a spaced distance between the two
heat radiation frames 302 and 303 disposed on the sec-
ond surface of the module substrate 20, at least one elec-
trode pad 22 may be disposed between the two heat
radiation frames 302 and 303 on the second surface of
the module substrate 20.
[0099] Meanwhile, in an example, the two heat radia-
tion frames 302 and 303 are disposed on the second
surface of the module substrate 20. However, it may be
also considered that only one heat radiation frame 30 is
disposed on the second surface of the module substrate
20 and the blocking sidewall 34 is disposed inside in the
same manner as on the first surface of the module sub-
strate 20.
[0100] As a result of measuring the heat radiation effect
with respect to these structures, as compared with the
structure in which the one heat radiation frame 30 is in-
serted into the unit substrate 90, the heat radiation effect
increases in the structure in which the two heat radiation
frames 302 and 303 spaced apart from each other are
respectively inserted into the different accommodation
portions 95.
[0101] FIG. 13 is a graph showing a comparison of
temperature between a communication module of the
related art and a communication module according to
one or more examples disclosed herein. FIG. 13 is a di-
agram showing the comparison of temperature between
the communication module of the related art (hereinafter
referred to as a first module), a communication module
shown in FIG. 12 (hereinafter referred to as a second
module) and a communication module shown in FIG. 5
(hereinafter referred to as a third module), wherein tem-
peratures of three heat generating elements (first, sec-
ond, and third elements) among the electronic elements
10 provided in the communication module are measured
and displayed.
[0102] Here, the first element is an electronic element
10 disposed in the second heat radiation frame 302, the
second element is the electronic element 10 disposed in
the first heat radiation frame 301, and the third element
is the electronic element 10 disposed in the third heat
radiation frame 303 (the second heat radiation frame in
FIG. 12), all of which are communication elements and
heat generating elements.
[0103] Referring to FIG. 13, it may be seen that as com-
pared with the first module, which is the communication
module of the related art, the temperature of each of the
elements is significantly lowered in the communication
modules (the second and third modules) of the present
disclosure in which the heat generating elements are dis-
tributed on both sides of the module substrate 20.
[0104] Also, it may be seen that as compared with the
structure of FIG. 12, in which two heat generating ele-
ments are disposed in one heat radiation frame 302, the
temperature is further lowered in the structure of FIG. 5,

in which two heat generating elements are distributed in
the two heat radiation frames 302 and 303 and the unit
substrate 90 is disposed between the two heat radiation
frames 302 and 303.
[0105] Meanwhile, although not shown, the heat radi-
ation frame 30 of the communication module according
to an example may further include a heat radiation pillar.
[0106] The heat radiation pillar may be formed in the
shape of a metal pillar, such that one end thereof is con-
nected to the seating portion 35, and another end thereof
is bonded to a ground electrode of the module substrate
20.
[0107] The heat radiation pillar is disposed at a position
adjacent to the electronic element 10 that generates a
lot of heat to provide an additional heat radiation path.
Therefore, the heat radiation pillar is not limited to the
shape of the pillar and may be modified into various
shapes, such as a block or a wall as long as it may ef-
fectively radiate heat.
[0108] The present disclosure is not limited to the
above-described examples and various modifications
are possible.
[0109] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing a mounting structure of a communication mod-
ule according to another example.
[0110] Referring to FIG. 7, in the communication mod-
ule according to the example, the heat radiation frame
30 is disposed on a first surface of the module substrate
20 and includes the first heat radiation frame 301 and a
fourth heat radiation frame 304. The first heat radiation
frame 301 and the fourth heat radiation frame 304 may
be spaced apart from each other, but may be alternatively
arranged to be in contact with each other. Also, although
covers 40 are respectively coupled to each of the first
heat radiation frame 301 and the fourth heat radiation
frame 304 in this example, a single cover may be con-
figured to cover both the first heat radiation frame 301
and the fourth heat radiation frame 304 together.
[0111] Also, the communication module according to
the example is provided with an insertion portion 29 in
the module substrate 20. The insertion portion 29 may
be formed in the shape of a through hole, but is not limited
thereto. The insertion portion 29 may be formed in the
shape of a groove.
[0112] Also, the heat radiation frame 30 of the example
includes an extension portion 39, of which at least a part
is inserted into the insertion portion 29. The extension
portion 39 may be formed in a protruding shape and may
be divided into a part to be inserted into the insertion
portion 29.
[0113] For example, the extension portion 39 may be
formed in a pin shape or a block shape. However, the
present disclosure is not limited thereto. The extension
portion 39 may be modified into various sizes and shapes
as long as it may be inserted into the insertion portion 29.
[0114] When the extension portion 39 is inserted and
disposed in the module substrate 20, heat concentrated
on the module substrate 20 may be transferred to the
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heat radiation frame 30 more effectively. Therefore, the
heat radiation effect may be further enhanced.
[0115] In FIG. 7, the extension portion 39 is provided
only in the first heat radiation frame 301 and the fourth
heat radiation frame 304 for convention of description,
but the disclosure is not limited to such a configuration.
The second heat radiation frame 302 and the third heat
radiation frame 303 may also be provided with extension
portions.
[0116] The extension portion 39 may also be directly
connected to the electrode pad 22 formed on the module
substrate 20. For example, the first heat radiation frame
301 mounted on the first surface of the module substrate
20 may be connected to the electrode pad 22 formed on
a second surface of the module substrate 20. In this case,
heat of the first heat radiation frame 301 may be directly
transferred to the unit board 90 via the electrode pad 22.
[0117] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing a mounting structure of a communication mod-
ule according to another example.
[0118] Referring to FIG. 8, in the communication mod-
ule of the example, the first heat radiation frame 301 dis-
posed on a first surface of the module substrate 20 and
the second and third heat radiation frames 302 and 303
disposed on a second surface of the module substrate
20 are physically connected to each other.
[0119] More specifically, in the communication module
according to the example in FIG. 8, the insertion portion
29 is formed in the shape of a through hole completely
penetrating into the module substrate 20, and at least
one of the extension portions 39 of the second heat ra-
diation frame 302 and the third heat radiation frame 303
penetrates into the insertion portion 29 and is connected
to the first heat radiation frame 301.
[0120] To this end, sidewalls of the second heat radi-
ation frame 302 and the third heat radiation frame 303
are arranged such that at least a part thereof faces the
first heat radiation frame 301.
[0121] In describing the present disclosure, the mean-
ing that two components are arranged to be opposite to
each other or face each other may be that when a first
component is projected perpendicular to the plane in
which a second component is disposed, a projected im-
age of the first component is disposed to overlap the sec-
ond component.
[0122] Thus, a part of the sidewalls of the second heat
radiation frame 302 and the third heat radiation frame
303, where the extension portion 39 is formed, is dis-
posed to face the sidewalls 32 and 34 or the seating
portion 35 of the first heat radiation frame 301.
[0123] Although it is shown that the extension portion
39 of the second heat radiation frame 302 and the ex-
tension portion 39 of the third heat radiation frame 303
are both connected to the seating portion 35 of the first
heat radiation frame 301, the present disclosure is not
limited thereto. The first heat radiation frame 301 may be
configured to be partially or wholly connected to the side-
walls 32 and 34.

[0124] Similarly, although not shown, an extension
portion may be formed in the first heat radiation frame
301 and connected to the second heat radiation frame
302 or the third heat radiation frame 303.
[0125] To this end, the sidewalls of the first heat radi-
ation frame 301 are arranged such that at least a part
thereof is disposed to face the second heat radiation
frame 302 or the third heat radiation frame 303.
[0126] As configured above, during a reflow process
for mounting the communication module on the unit sub-
strate 90, the second heat radiation frame 302 or the third
heat radiation frame 303 mounted on the second surface
of the module substrate 20 may be suppressed from be-
ing separated from the module substrate 20.
[0127] Meanwhile, the disclosure is not limited to the
configuration of the example. Various modifications are
possible, such as the extension portion 39 of the second
heat radiation frame 302 or the third heat radiation frame
303 being configured to be bonded to the extension por-
tion 39 of the first heat radiation frame 301 inside the
insertion portion 29.
[0128] Also, when the extension portions 39 are not
arranged to face the heat radiation frame 30 disposed
on the opposite surface, various modifications are pos-
sible, such as the extension portion 39 being formed long
and then bent and inserted into the insertion portion 29.
[0129] FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing a mounting structure of a communication mod-
ule according to another example.
[0130] Referring to FIG. 9, in the communication mod-
ule according to the example, the insertion portion 29 of
the module substrate 20 is formed in the shape of a
through-hole, and at least one of the extension portions
39 of the first heat radiation frame 301 penetrates into
the insertion portion 29, such that an edge thereof is ex-
posed to the outside of the module substrate 20 and a
hooking portion 38 is provided in the edge of the exten-
sion portion 39 exposed to the outside of the module
substrate 20.
[0131] The hooking portion 38 is formed in the shape
of a hook or an arrowhead. When the extension portion
39 is inserted into the insertion portion 29, the extension
portion 39 is folded to overlap the extension portion 39
as much as possible. When the extension portion 39 pro-
trudes outside the insertion portion 29, the extension por-
tion 39 extends in a surface direction of the module sub-
strate 20. Thus, the hooking portion 38 penetrates into
the module substrate 20 and is disposed on the opposite
side of the module substrate 20.
[0132] Owing to such a coupling structure, the heat
radiation frame 30 coupled to the module substrate 20
by the hooking portion 38 may not be easily separated
from the module substrate 20. During a reflow process,
the second heat radiation frame 302 or the third heat
radiation frame 303 mounted on the second surface of
the module substrate 20 may be suppressed from being
separated from the module substrate 20.
[0133] FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view schematically
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showing a mounting structure of a communication mod-
ule according to another example.
[0134] Referring to FIG. 10, in the communication mod-
ule according to the example, the first heat radiation
frame 301 does not have a blocking sidewall. Therefore,
an internal space of the first heat radiation frame 301 is
configured as one space.
[0135] Also, in the communication module according
to the example, heat generating elements 10a through
10f, which generate a large amount of heat among the
electronic elements 10, are arranged on different heat
radiation paths P1 to P4.
[0136] For example, the first to third heat generating
elements 10a through 10c may be disposed between the
TIM 50 and the module substrate 20, such that heat is
radiated as much as possible through the first heat radi-
ation path P1, and the fourth heat generating element
10d may be disposed adjacent to a side surface of the
module substrate 20, such that heat is radiated as much
as possible through the second heat radiation path P2.
[0137] Also, the fifth heat generating element 10e may
be disposed at a position as close as possible to the unit
substrate 90, such that heat is radiated as much as pos-
sible through the third heat radiation path P3, and the
sixth heat generating element 10f may be disposed at a
position facing the heat radiation frame 30 disposed on
the opposite surface of the module substrate 20, such
that heat is radiated as much as possible through the
fourth heat radiation path P4.
[0138] In this case, since the heat generating elements
10a through 10f radiate heat through the different heat
radiation paths P1 through P4, heat may be prevented
from being concentrated at a specific position of the com-
munication module, thereby further increasing the heat
radiation effect.
[0139] FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing a mounting structure of a communication mod-
ule according to another example.
[0140] Referring to FIG. 11, the communication mod-
ule according to the example includes only the second
heat radiation frame 302 on a second surface of the mod-
ule substrate 20. A plurality of electronic elements mount-
ed on the second surface of the module substrate 20 are
all disposed in the second heat radiation frame 302.
[0141] When the communication module is configured
as described in the example, the unit substrate 90 has
only one receiving portion 95.
[0142] Meanwhile, in the example, the second heat ra-
diation frame 302 does not have a blocking sidewall, but
the disclosure is not limited to this configuration. The
blocking sidewall may be added to the second heat ra-
diation frame 302.
[0143] FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional view schematically
showing a mounting structure of a communication mod-
ule according to another example.
[0144] Referring to FIG. 12, in the communication mod-
ule according to the example, a cover is omitted in the
second heat radiation frame 302 and the third heat radi-

ation frame 303.
[0145] Accordingly, one surface of the TIM 50 disposed
in the second heat radiation frame 302 and the third heat
radiation frame 303 is in contact with an inactive surface
of the electronic element 10 and the other surface thereof
is in direct contact with the heat radiation pad 80 disposed
on a second surface of the unit substrate 90. In this case,
heat generated by the electronic element 10 may be more
effectively discharged to the heat radiation pad 80 side,
and thus the heat radiation effect may be increased.
[0146] When the communication module is configured
as described in the example, electronic elements 10
processing digital signals may be arranged in the second
heat radiation frame 302 and the third heat radiation
frame 303, and electronic elements 10 processing analog
signals may be arranged in the first heat radiation frame
301.
[0147] Accordingly, even if a cover is not coupled to
the second heat radiation frame 302 and the third heat
radiation frame 303, interference between the electronic
elements 10 arranged in the second heat radiation frame
302 and the third heat radiation frame 303 may be min-
imized as much as possible.
[0148] According to the various examples in the
present disclosure, since a plurality of communication
devices are arranged not only horizontally but vertically,
the size of the entire communication module may be min-
imized. Further, interference between the communica-
tion devices may also be blocked through heat radiation
frames, and various heat radiation paths may be provid-
ed, and thus the heat radiation effect may be increased.
[0149] While this disclosure includes specific exam-
ples, it will be apparent after an understanding of the
disclosure of this application that various changes in form
and details may be made in these examples without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the claims and their
equivalents. The examples described herein are to be
considered in a descriptive sense only, and not for pur-
poses of limitation. Descriptions of features or aspects
in each example are to be considered as being applicable
to similar features or aspects in other examples. Suitable
results may be achieved if the described techniques are
performed in a different order, and/or if components in a
described system, architecture, device, or circuit are
combined in a different manner, and/or replaced or sup-
plemented by other components or their equivalents.
Therefore, the scope of the disclosure is defined not by
the detailed description, but by the claims and their equiv-
alents, and all variations within the scope of the claims
and their equivalents are to be construed as being in-
cluded in the disclosure.

Claims

1. A communication module comprising:

a module substrate including a plurality of exter-
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nal connection electrodes disposed on a second
surface thereof;
communication elements mounted on the mod-
ule substrate, the communication elements in-
cluding one or more first communication ele-
ments mounted on a first surface of the module
substrate and one or more second communica-
tion elements mounted on the second surface
of the module substrate;
a first heat radiation frame mounted on the first
surface of the module substrate and configured
to accommodate at least one of the one or more
first communication elements; and
a second heat radiation frame mounted on the
second surface of the module substrate and
configured to accommodate at least one of the
one or more second communication elements,
and
wherein one or more of the external connection
electrodes are disposed around the second heat
radiation frame.

2. The communication module of claim 1, wherein a
mounting height of the first heat radiation frame with
respect to the first surface of the module substrate
is greater than a mounting height of the one or more
communication elements mounted on the first sur-
face, and
a mounting height of the second heat radiation frame
with respect to the second surface of the module
substrate is greater than a mounting height of the
one or more communication elements mounted on
the second surface.

3. The communication module of claim 1, further com-
prising a cover coupled to the first heat radiation
frame and configured to cover the first heat radiation
frame.

4. The communication module of claim 3, further com-
prising a thermal interface material (TIM) interposed
between the cover and the at least one of the one or
more first communication elements, and configured
to transfer heat generated in the at least one of the
one or more first communication elements to the cov-
er.

5. The communication module of claim 3, wherein the
first heat radiation frame includes:

a sidewall bonded to the module substrate; and
a seating portion orthogonal to the sidewall and
on which the cover is seated.

6. The communication module of claim 3, wherein the
first heat radiation frame includes:

an outer sidewall configured to form an external

shape of the first heat radiation frame; and
a blocking sidewall disposed in an internal space
formed by the outer sidewall and configured to
block electromagnetic interference between the
at least one of the one or more first communi-
cation elements in the internal space.

7. The communication module of claim 1, wherein the
first heat radiation frame further includes an exten-
sion portion having at least a part that is disposed
inside the module substrate.

8. The communication module of claim 7, wherein the
extension portion penetrates into the module sub-
strate and is connected to the second heat radiation
frame.

9. The communication module of claim 7, wherein an
edge of the extension portion is formed in a hook
shape and the edge of the hook shape penetrates
into the module substrate and is disposed on the
second surface of the module substrate.

10. The communication module of claim 1, further com-
prising:

a third heat radiation frame disposed on the sec-
ond surface of the module substrate,
wherein the second heat radiation frame and the
third heat radiation frame are spaced apart from
each other, and
wherein at least one of the one or more external
connection electrodes is disposed between the
second heat radiation frame and the third heat
radiation frame.

11. A communication module mounting structure com-
prising:

a communication module comprising

a module substrate,
external connection electrodes disposed on
a second surface of the model substrate,
communication elements mounted on the
module substrate, the communication ele-
ments including one or more first commu-
nication elements mounted on a first sur-
face of the module substrate and one or
more second communication elements
mounted on the second surface of the mod-
ule substrate, and
a heat radiation frame configured to accom-
modate the one or more second communi-
cation elements; and

a unit substrate comprising a connection pad
disposed on a first surface of the unit substrate
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and bonded to at least one of the external con-
nection electrodes, and an accommodation por-
tion configured to accommodate the heat radi-
ation frame.

12. The communication module mounting structure of
claim 11,
wherein the heat radiation frame includes a first heat
radiation frame and a second heat radiation frame
spaced apart from the second surface of the module
substrate,
wherein at least one of the external connection elec-
trodes is disposed between the first heat radiation
frame and the second heat radiation frame, and
wherein at least a part of the unit substrate is dis-
posed between the first heat radiation frame and the
second heat radiation frame and electrically con-
nected to one or more of the external connection
electrodes.

13. The communication module mounting structure of
claim 11, further comprising a heat radiation pad cou-
pled to a second surface of the unit substrate, and
a thermal interface material (TIM) interposed be-
tween at least one of the one or more second com-
munication elements and the heat radiation pad, the
TIM having a first surface in contact with the at least
one of the one or more second communication ele-
ments and a second surface in contact with the heat
radiation pad.

14. The communication module mounting structure of
claim 11, further comprising:

a cover coupled to the heat radiation frame and
configured to shield a space in which the one or
more second communication elements are ac-
commodated; and
a thermal interface material (TIM) interposed be-
tween the cover and at least one of the one or
more second communication elements and con-
figured to transfer heat generated in the at least
one of the one or more second communication
elements to the cover.

15. A communication module comprising:

a module substrate;
communication elements mounted on the mod-
ule substrate, the communication elements
comprising one or more first communication el-
ements mounted on a first surface of the module
substrate and one or more second communica-
tion elements mounted on a second surface of
the module substrate; and
a heat radiation frame mounted on the module
substrate and configured to accommodate at
least one of the one or more second communi-

cation elements and mounted on second sur-
face of the module substrate,
wherein the heat radiation frame comprises a
first heat radiation frame and a second heat ra-
diation frame spaced apart from the second sur-
face of the module substrate, and
wherein the module substrate comprises an ex-
ternal connection electrode disposed between
the first heat radiation frame and the second
heat radiation frame and configured to be bond-
ed to a connection pad of a unit substrate.
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