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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an agent coop-
eration system, an agent cooperation method, and a non-
transitory storage medium.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] Japanese Patent Application Publication No.
2003-16584 (JP2003-16584 A) discloses an information
terminal device that includes a host vehicle information
acquisition unit for acquiring the host vehicle information
including the position information and the speed informa-
tion, a sending unit for sending the host vehicle informa-
tion to another vehicle when a predetermined sending
condition is satisfied, and a voice guidance unit for pro-
viding voice guidance concerning the other vehicle based
on the position information and the speed information on
the other vehicle acquired from the other vehicle. The
voice guidance unit of this information terminal device
informs the driver about the information on the other ve-
hicle when the inter-vehicle distance between the host
vehicle and the other vehicle exceeds a predetermined
distance.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] According to the technique disclosed in Japa-
nese Patent Application Publication No. 2003-16584
(JP2003-16584 A), the position information on another
vehicle is acquired and the driver is notified about the
information on the position of the other vehicle so that
the host vehicle will not depart from the other vehicle.
However, this technique is not intended to assist the host
vehicle in driving in cooperation with the other vehicle,
for example, when the host vehicle overtakes the other
vehicle or when the host vehicle enters the lane in which
the other vehicle is traveling.
[0004] The present invention provides a technique for
notifying the driver about the information, obtained
through cooperation among agents, to assist the driver
in driving.
[0005] A first aspect of the invention provides an agent
cooperation system comprising: a first agent configured
to acquire information on a driving attribute of a first driver
in a first vehicle; and a second agent configured to notify
a second driver in a second vehicle about driving assist-
ance information derived based on the information on
the driving attribute of the first driver acquired by the first
agent.
[0006] According to the first aspect, the agent cooper-
ation system allows the second driver, who is notified
about the driving assistance information derived based
on the information on the driving attribute of the first driv-

er, to drive based on this driving assistance information,
thus aiding the second driver in driving.
[0007] In the first aspect, the first agent may be con-
figured to generate the information on the driving attribute
of the first driver based on a speech of the first driver.
[0008] In the first aspect, the second agent may be
configured to notify the second driver about the driving
assistance information derived based on a traveling
schedule of the first driver, the traveling schedule of the
first driver being estimated from the information on the
driving attribute of the first driver.
[0009] In the first aspect, the first agent may be con-
figured to identify information on future driving of the first
driver, and the second agent may be configured to notify
the second driver about the driving assistance informa-
tion derived based on the driving attribute of the first driver
identified by the first agent and on the information on the
future driving of the first driver.
[0010] In the first aspect, the information on the driving
attribute of the first driver may include a plurality of types
of parameters, and the second agent may be configured
to derive the driving assistance information based on at
least one of the plurality of types of parameters and notify
the second driver about the driving assistance informa-
tion.
[0011] In the first aspect, the information on the driving
attribute of the first driver may be updated by an action
of the first driver responsive to the driving assistance in-
formation provided from the first agent.
[0012] The second aspect of the invention provides an
agent cooperation method. The agent cooperation meth-
od includes: cooperating between a first agent mounted
in a first vehicle and a second agent mounted in a second
vehicle; acquiring, by the first agent, information on a
driving attribute of a first driver in the first vehicle; and
notifying, by the second agent, a second driver in the
second vehicle about driving assistance information de-
rived based on the information on the driving attribute of
the first driver.
[0013] According to the second aspect, the agent co-
operation method allows the second driver, who is noti-
fied about the driving assistance information derived
based on the information on the driving attribute of the
first driver, to drive based on this driving assistance in-
formation, thus aiding the second driver in driving.
[0014] The third aspect of the invention provides a non-
transitory storage medium. The non-transitory storage
medium stores information on a driving attribute of a first
driver in a first vehicle, wherein the information is ac-
quired by a first agent mounted in the first vehicle in a
form of a plurality of types of parameters and is used in
processing in which a second agent in a second vehicle
notifies a second driver in the second vehicle about driv-
ing assistance information derived based on the informa-
tion on the driving attribute of the first driver.
[0015] The fourth aspect of the invention provides an
agent cooperation method. The agent cooperation meth-
od includes: cooperating between a first agent mounted
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in a first vehicle and a second agent mounted in a second
vehicle; acquiring, by the first agent, information on a
driving attribute of a first driver in the first vehicle; and
sending the information on the driving attribute of the first
driver to the second agent in such a way that the second
agent can receive the information.
[0016] The fifth aspect of the invention provides an
agent cooperation method. The agent cooperation meth-
od includes: cooperating between a first agent mounted
in a first vehicle and a second agent mounted in a second
vehicle; receiving information on a driving attribute of a
first driver in the first vehicle acquired by the first agent;
and notifying, by the second agent, a second driver in
the second vehicle about driving assistance information
derived based on the received information on the driving
attribute of the first driver.
[0017] The above aspects provide a technique for no-
tifying a driver about the information, obtained through
cooperation among agents, to assist the driver in driving.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018] Features, advantages, and technical and indus-
trial significance of exemplary embodiments of the inven-
tion will be described below with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which like numerals denote like el-
ements, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an agent cooperation
system;
FIG. 2A is a diagram showing an example of infor-
mation that an agent of one vehicle sends to a driver
of another vehicle when the other vehicle overtakes
the one vehicle;
FIG. 2B is a diagram showing an example of infor-
mation that an agent of one vehicle sends to a driver
of another vehicle when the one vehicle overtakes
the other vehicle;
FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of the agent cooperation system;
FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a functional configura-
tion of a first agent;
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the information on the
driving attribute of drivers;
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of driving
assistance based on the information on the driving
attribute of drivers acquired through cooperation
among agents;
FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an example of driving
assistance based on the information on the future
driving of drivers acquired through cooperation
among agents; and
FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of driving
assistance based on the information on the driving
attribute of drivers acquired through cooperation
among agents and the information on future driving.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0019] FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an agent cooper-
ation system 1. FIGS. 2A and 2B are diagrams showing
an example of information that each agent sends to the
driver when one vehicle overtakes another vehicle.
[0020] In the agent cooperation system 1, a first agent
14 mounted on a first vehicle 10 and a second agent 18
mounted on a second vehicle 12 cooperate with each
other to exchange the information on the driving of each
vehicle via a first communication unit 16 and a second
communication unit 20. The information exchanged in
this way is used for providing driving assistance. For ex-
ample, the first agent 14 acquires the traveling schedule
and the driving tendency of the second vehicle 12, locat-
ed around the first vehicle 10, to notify a first driver in the
first vehicle 10 about the driving assistance information
useful for the first driver. Similarly, the second agent 18
acquires the traveling schedule and the driving tendency
of the first vehicle 10 to notify a second driver in the sec-
ond vehicle 12 about the driving assistance information
useful for the second driver.
[0021] The first agent 14 and the second agent 18 ex-
change information with the drivers interactively in most
cases to provide the traveling information via voice and/or
image for assisting the drivers in driving. The first agent
14 and the second agent 18 may interact with the driver
not only about traveling but also about daily things not
related to traveling.
[0022] The first communication unit 16 and the second
communication unit 20 exchange information by inter-
vehicle communication using an infrared laser or a radio
wave and/or by communication via a relay device such
as a server device. A vehicle ID is assigned to each piece
of information sent by the first communication unit 16 and
the second communication unit 20.
[0023] In the situation shown in FIG. 1, the second driv-
er in the second vehicle 12 speaks that the second ve-
hicle 12 is going to overtake the first vehicle 10. Upon
acquiring this speech, the second agent 18 sends the
information on the future driving, which indicates that the
second vehicle 12 is going to overtake the first vehicle
10, to the first agent 14 of the first vehicle 10.
[0024] The first agent 14 receives the traveling sched-
ule of the second vehicle 12 and, as shown in FIG. 2A,
notifies the first driver about the driving assistance infor-
mation, which alerts that the second vehicle 12 is going
to overtake the first vehicle 10, using a first transmission
device 28 via voice and image. When the first driver
speaks, in response to the notification from the first agent
14, that overtaking by the second vehicle 12 is allowed,
the first agent 14 sends the information on the future driv-
ing of the first driver, which indicates that overtaking is
allowed, to the second agent 18. Upon receiving this in-
formation, the second agent 18 notifies the second driver
about the driving assistance information, which indicates
that the second vehicle 12 may overtake the first vehicle
10, using a second transmission device 48 via voice and
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image as shown in FIG. 2B.
[0025] In another method, the first agent 14 receives
the information, which indicates that the second vehicle
12 is going to overtake the first vehicle 10, from the sec-
ond agent 18 and, in response to this information, sends
the information indicating the driving attribute of the first
driver to the second agent 18. Based on the information
indicating the driving attribute of the first driver, the sec-
ond agent 18 determines whether smooth overtaking is
possible. If it is determined that smooth overtaking is pos-
sible, the second agent 18 notifies the second driver
about the driving assistance information, which indicates
that the second vehicle 12 may overtake the first vehicle
10, using the second transmission device 48 via voice
and images as shown in FIG. 2B.
[0026] In any of the methods described above, the first
driver receives the notification of the driving assistance
information indicating the traveling schedule of the sec-
ond vehicle 12 and, based on this notification, can drive
carefully while taking care not to change the lane and not
to increase the vehicle speed. Similarly, the second driver
receives the notification of the driving assistance infor-
mation determined based on the future driving of the first
vehicle 10 and, based on this notification, can overtake
the first vehicle 10 smoothly. In this way, cooperating
between the agents makes it possible to assist the drivers
in driving.
[0027] FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a functional con-
figuration of the agent cooperation system 1. The com-
ponents shown in FIG. 3 as functional blocks, which per-
form various processing, can be implemented each by a
circuit block, a memory, and another LSI on a hardware
basis, and by a program loaded into the memory on a
software basis. Therefore, it is understood by those
skilled in the art that these functional blocks can be im-
plemented in various forms by hardware only, by soft-
ware only, or by a combination of hardware and software.
That is, the implementation of these functional blocks
should not limited to one of them.
[0028] The first vehicle 10 is provided with a first vehicle
sensor 22, a first navigation device 24, a first control unit
26, and the first transmission device 28. The first vehicle
sensor 22 includes various sensors provided in the first
vehicle 10, such as a sensor for detecting the external
environment, a sensor for detecting the traveling state,
and a microphone for acquiring a driver’s speech.
[0029] The sensor for detecting the external environ-
ment includes a camera for capturing the surroundings
of the vehicle and a radar and a laser for detecting an
object around the vehicle. Based on the detection result
of these sensors, the position information on another ve-
hicle around the host vehicle can be acquired. The sensor
for detecting the traveling state includes a sensor for de-
tecting the vehicle speed, a sensor for detecting the ac-
celeration, a sensor for detecting the steering operation
amount, and a sensor for detecting the braking operation
amount. Based on the detection result of these sensors,
the traveling result of the vehicle can be acquired for cal-

culating the driving tendency of the driver. The informa-
tion acquired by the first vehicle sensor 22 is sent to the
first control unit 26.
[0030] The first navigation device 24 acquires the in-
formation indicating the destination, which is set by the
driver, and the position information on the first vehicle
10, and sends the destination information and the posi-
tion information to the first control unit 26. The first trans-
mission device 28, which includes a display and a speak-
er, sends the information to the driver under the control
of the first control unit 26.
[0031] The first control unit 26 includes the first agent
14, the first communication unit 16, a first acquisition unit
30, a first attribute acquisition unit 32, a first storage unit
34, and a first output unit 36. The first acquisition unit 30
acquires the external environment information, traveling
state information, speech information, destination infor-
mation, and position information from the first vehicle
sensor 22 and the first navigation device 24.
[0032] The first attribute acquisition unit 32 acquires
the driving tendency of a driver based on the traveling
state information acquired by the first acquisition unit 30.
The first attribute acquisition unit 32 classifies driver’s
driving behaviors into a plurality of levels depending upon
whether the driver drives gently or roughly based on
traveling state information indicating the past driving his-
tory. Then, the first attribute acquisition unit 32 stores the
classified information, which indicates the gentleness of
driving, in the first storage unit 34 as the driving tendency.
[0033] The first storage unit 34 stores the information
indicating the driving tendency of a driver, as well as the
personal information indicating the sex and age of the
driver, as the information on the driving attribute of the
driver. The information on the driving attribute of the driv-
er includes the attribute information on the driver and the
information indicating the driving tendency. In addition,
the first storage unit 34 stores the map information.
[0034] The first output unit 36 generates image and
voice signals to be sent to the first transmission device
28 according to the determination by the first agent 14
and sends the generated information to the first trans-
mission device 28 to provide the driver with the informa-
tion.
[0035] The first agent 14 cooperates with the second
agent 18 of the second vehicle 12 to provide the driving
assistance information, using the external environment
information, traveling state information, speech informa-
tion, destination information, and position information,
acquired by the first acquisition unit 30, and the driver’s
driving attribute information stored in the first storage unit
34.
[0036] The second vehicle 12 is provided with a second
vehicle sensor 42, a second navigation device 44, a sec-
ond control unit 46, and the second transmission device
48. The second control unit 46 includes the second agent
18, the second communication unit 20, a second acqui-
sition unit 50, a second attribute acquisition unit 52, a
second storage unit 54, and a second output unit 56.
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Since each of the functions provided in the second vehi-
cle 12 is the same as that of the first vehicle 10, the de-
scription will be omitted.
[0037] FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a functional con-
figuration of the first agent 14. The first agent 14 has an
estimation unit 60, a cooperation unit 62, and a user re-
sponse unit 64.
[0038] The user response unit 64 recognizes a speech
of the first driver and responds to the speech for commu-
nicating with the driver. The user response unit 64 not
only responds to a speech of the first driver but also out-
puts a voice message that prompts the first driver to
speak or provides the first driver with the driving assist-
ance information. For example, the user response unit
64 outputs the voice message "Where are you going?"
to prompt the first driver to speak on the destination or,
based on the vehicle speed information, outputs the voice
message "Drive with reduced speed" for providing driving
assistance.
[0039] The user response unit 64 updates the informa-
tion on the driving attribute of the first driver based on
the speech of the first driver. For example, the user re-
sponse unit 64 identifies the sex, age, and nature of the
first driver from the speech of the first driver and stores
the identified information in the first storage unit 34 as
the driving attribute of the first driver. The user response
unit 64 can acquire the information on the driving attribute
of the first driver, which is not the driving data, by ana-
lyzing the speech of the first driver.
[0040] There may be a plurality of types of information
on the driving attribute of a driver. For example, the driv-
ing attribute of a driver may include the vehicle speed
parameter, right-of-way yielding parameter, and overtak-
ing driving parameter.
[0041] FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the information on
the driving attribute of a driver. The first storage unit 34
stores the sex, age, excessive speed parameter, right-
of-way yielding parameter, overtaking parameter, and
the like in association with the driver ID. The excessive
speed parameter is set based on the frequency at which
the speed was exceeded and the vehicle speed that ex-
ceeded the speed limit. The right-of-way yielding param-
eter is set based on the number of times other vehicles
were allowed to enter the lane ahead of the host vehicle
from another lane and the number of times other vehicles
were not allowed to enter the lane ahead of the host ve-
hicle from another lane. The overtaking driving parameter
is set based on the number of times the host vehicle was
overtaken. The information on the driving attribute of a
driver is composed of parameters indicating a plurality
of types of driving tendency, with these parameters used
for deriving the driving assistance information. A plurality
of types of driving tendency of a driver, if set in this way,
allows an agent to accurately predict the behavior of the
driver corresponding to the traveling state, providing ap-
propriate driving assistance information.
[0042] In the example shown in FIG. 5, the first vehicle
10 is used by a plurality of drivers, such as the members

of a family, with the information on the driving attribute
of each driver stored in the first storage unit 34. Each of
the plurality of types of parameters is represented by a
numerical value from 0 to 100, with a larger numerical
value indicating a tendency of rougher driving. FIG. 5
indicates that the driver in the top row is rougher than the
driver in the bottom row in any type of driving tendency;
that is, the driver in the top row more easily exceeds the
speed limit, is more reluctant to yield the right-of-way to
another vehicle, and is less frequently overtaken.
[0043] The information on the driving attribute of the
first driver may be derived based on the driving assist-
ance information provided by the first agent 14 and on
the speech and the driving result of the first driver who
has received the driving assistance information. For ex-
ample, assume that the first agent 14 has provided the
first driver with the driving assistance information indicat-
ing "There is a merging vehicle from the right". In this
case, if the first driver speaks that the other vehicle is not
allowed to enter the lane ahead of the host vehicle or if
the other vehicle was not allowed to enter the lane ahead
of the host vehicle, the first attribute acquisition unit 32
updates the right-of-way yielding parameter in such a
way that the parameter is increased. Conversely, if the
first driver allowed another vehicle to enter the lane ahead
of the host vehicle, the first attribute acquisition unit 32
updates the right-of-way yielding parameter in such a
way that it is decreased. In this manner, the first agent
14 updates the parameters, which indicate the driving
tendency, based on the first driver’s action responsive to
the driving assistance information provided by the first
agent 14, for example, based on the first driver’s re-
sponse to the driving assistance information or based on
the driving result.
[0044] Returning to FIG. 4, the estimation unit 60 ac-
quires the destination information from the speech of the
first driver and, from the destination information acquired
in this way and the map information stored in the first
storage unit 34, estimates the traveling schedule of the
first vehicle 10. The estimation unit 60 can acquire the
destination information, which is not set in the first navi-
gation device 24, from the speech of the first driver. From
the acquired destination information, the estimation unit
60 estimates the road on which the first vehicle 10 is
scheduled to travel and the traveling lane which is deter-
mined according to whether the first vehicle 10 will turn
right left. The estimation unit 60 acquires the destination
information from the first navigation device 24 when the
destination information is set in the first navigation device
24 and estimates the traveling schedule of the first vehicle
10 from the destination information and the map infor-
mation.
[0045] The estimation unit 60 acquires the information
on the driving attribute of the first driver from the first
storage unit 34 and, based on the information on the driv-
ing attribute of the first driver, estimates the traveling
schedule of the first vehicle 10. For example, if the driver’s
driving tendency indicates that the driver drives gently,
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the estimation unit 60 estimates that the driver will con-
tinue to travel gently in the left lane on an expressway.
Conversely, if the driver’s driving tendency indicates that
the driver drives roughly, the estimation unit 60 estimates
that the driver will travel fast in the right lane on an ex-
pressway. In this way, based on driving attribute, the es-
timation unit 60 estimates the traveling lane as well as
the time at which the driver will change the lane.
[0046] In addition, based on the information on the driv-
ing attribute of the first driver, the estimation unit 60 es-
timates whether to allow another vehicle to cut in or to
overtake. For example, if the driver’s driving tendency
indicates that the driver drives gently, the estimation unit
60 estimates that the driver will allow another vehicle to
cut in when driving slowly and that, if the driver’s driving
tendency indicates that the driver drives roughly, the es-
timation unit 60 estimates that the driver will not allow
another vehicle to cut in.
[0047] The cooperation unit 62 identifies the informa-
tion on the future driving of the first driver in the first ve-
hicle 10 and sends the identified information on the future
driving to the second agent 18. The information on the
future driving of the first driver includes the information
on the traveling schedule estimated by the estimation
unit 60 and the information on the speech acquired by
the user response unit 64, and includes the information
on driving in the future. The information on the future
driving of the first driver is the information that informs
about the first driver’s driving schedule in the surround-
ings of the first vehicle 10 and/or the second vehicle 12.
The surroundings of the first vehicle 10 and/or the second
vehicle 12 may be a range detectable by the first vehicle
sensor 22 and/or the second vehicle sensor 42. That is,
the information on the future driving is not the information
on the traveling schedule for a distant future such as the
destination information, but is the information on the host
vehicle’s traveling schedule related to the traveling of the
other vehicles around the host vehicle, for example, the
information on a traveling schedule for the near future
such as "overtaking from now" or "changing the lane from
now".
[0048] The information on the future driving estimated
by the estimation unit 60 includes the information ob-
tained by estimating from the driving attribute of the first
driver, the information obtained by estimating the
traveling schedule from a speech of the first driver, and
the information obtained by estimating the traveling
schedule from the destination information that is set in
the first navigation device 24. The information on the fu-
ture driving acquired by the user response unit 64 in-
cludes the information on the driving notified to the first
driver, the information on the driving to be notified to the
first driver, and the information on the driving approved
by the first driver.
[0049] The cooperation unit 62 derives the driving as-
sistance information based on the information on the
traveling schedule of the second vehicle 12 acquired
through cooperation with the second agent 18. For ex-

ample, the cooperation unit 62 of the first agent 14 notifies
the first driver about the driving assistance information
that alerts the driver to overtaking such as the one shown
in FIG. 2A. The cooperation unit of the second agent 18
notifies the second driver about the driving assistance
information that prompts the driver to overtake such as
the one as shown in FIG. 2B.
[0050] The first communication unit 16 sends the in-
formation on the driving attribute of the first driver and
the information on the future driving to the second com-
munication unit 20 and receives the information on the
driving attribute of the second driver and the information
on the future driving from the second communication unit
20.
[0051] FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of driv-
ing assistance based on the information on the driving
attribute of drivers acquired through cooperation among
agents. In this example, the first driver first speaks that
he or she wants to change the lane. Upon acquiring this
speech, the first agent 14 acquires the information on the
second vehicle 12, located around the first vehicle 10,
from the detection result of the first vehicle sensor 22 and
starts cooperation with the second agent 18. The first
agent 14 may also acquire the position information on
the second vehicle 12 via a server device.
[0052] The second agent 18 sends the driving attribute
information on the second driver to the first agent 14, in
which case the driving attribute information indicates that
the driver is young and the driving tendency indicates
that the driving is rough. Based on the driving attribute
information on the second driver, the first agent 14 gen-
erates the driving assistance information. That is, based
on the driving attribute of the second driver, the first agent
14 determines that it is not good for the first vehicle 10
to change the lane and move to a position ahead of the
second vehicle 12, generates the driving assistance in-
formation recommending that the first vehicle 10 should
not change the lane to move to a position ahead of the
second vehicle 12, and notifies the first driver about the
generated driving assistance information. In this way, the
first agent 14 can assist the first driver in driving by send-
ing an alert based on the driving attribute of the second
driver.
[0053] In the traveling situation shown in FIG. 6, if the
driving tendency of the second driver indicates that the
driver drives gently, the first agent 14 determines that the
first vehicle 10 may change the lane. In this case, based
on this determination, the first agent 14 may send the
driving assistance information to the first driver to indicate
that the first vehicle 10 may change the lane.
[0054] FIG. 7 is a diagram showing an example of driv-
ing assistance based on the information on the future
driving of drivers acquired through cooperation among
agents. In this example, the first vehicle 10 is going to
turn right at the T-junction, and the first agent 14 acquires
the position information on the second vehicle 12 and a
third vehicle 70 from the detection result of the first vehicle
sensor 22.
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[0055] From the speech of the first driver, the first agent
14 estimates that the first vehicle 10 is going to turn right
and sends the information, which indicates that the first
vehicle 10 is going to turn right, to the second agent 18
and a third agent 72 as the information on the future driv-
ing.
[0056] The second agent 18 and the third agent 72
notify each driver that the first vehicle 10 is going to turn
right. In response to this notice, the second driver speaks
that the first vehicle 10 may cut in in front of the second
vehicle 12 and the third driver speaks that the first vehicle
10 may cross the lane first. Based on the speech of the
second driver, the second agent 18 sends the informa-
tion, which indicates that the first vehicle 10 is allowed
to turn right and the second vehicle 12 temporarily stops,
to the first agent 14 as the information on future driving.
Similarly, based on the speech of the third driver, the
third agent 72 sends the information, which indicates that
the first vehicle 10 is allowed to turn right and the third
vehicle 70 temporarily stops, to the first agent 14 as the
information on future driving.
[0057] The first agent 14 receives the information on
the traveling schedule of the second vehicle 12 and the
third vehicle 70, generates the driving assistance infor-
mation indicating that the first vehicle 10 may immedi-
ately turn right, and notifies the first driver about the gen-
erated driving assistance information. Upon receiving the
driving assistance information from the first agent 14, the
first driver turns right and moves the first vehicle 10 in
front of the second vehicle 12. In this way, the traveling
schedule of each driver and the information sent by each
agent to the driver for confirmation are exchanged among
the agents and, to the driver of each vehicle, the infor-
mation on the future driving of the other vehicles in the
surroundings is sent for assisting the driver in driving.
The information sent by each agent to the driver for con-
firmation is used also to generate the driving tendency
of the driver.
[0058] FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of driv-
ing assistance based on the information on the driving
attribute of drivers acquired through cooperation among
agents and the information on future driving. The second
agent 18 acquires the position information on the first
vehicle 10 from the detection result of the second vehicle
sensor 42 for cooperating with the first agent 14.
[0059] In this example, as the traveling schedule of the
first driver, the first agent 14 acquires the information that
the first vehicle 10 is going to change to the right lane.
In addition, as the information on the driving attribute of
the first driver, the first agent 14 acquires the information
that the driving tendency indicates that the driving is gen-
tle and that the first driver is in his/her sixties. Based on
this information, the first agent 14 estimates that the first
driver will change the lane earlier than a typical driver.
The first agent 14 sends the information, which indicates
that the first driver is going to change the lane, to the
second agent 18 as the information on the future driving.
Although the first agent 14 estimates the future driving

of the first driver from the driving attribute and the
traveling schedule of the first driver in this example, the
present invention is not limited to this mode; instead, the
second agent 18 may receive the driving attribute and
the traveling schedule of the first driver and estimate the
future driving of the first driver.
[0060] Upon receiving the traveling schedule of the first
driver, the second agent 18 notifies the second driver not
to overtake the first vehicle 10. This notification allows
the second driver to drive carefully so that the second
vehicle 12 will not overtake the first vehicle 10.
[0061] This embodiment is merely an example and it
is to be understood by those skilled in the art that various
modifications are possible by combining the components
and that such modifications are also within the scope of
the present invention.
[0062] In the embodiment, though the first agent 14
and the second agent 18 assist a driver in driving by
notifying the driver about the driving assistance informa-
tion, the present invention is not limited to this mode. For
example, at least one of the first vehicle 10 and the sec-
ond vehicle 12 may be in autonomous driving mode, and
the information on the future driving of the other vehicle,
acquired through cooperation between the first agent 14
and the second agent 18, may be used for autonomous
driving control of the host vehicle.
[0063] The autonomous driving control unit performs
the control shown in FIG. 7, that is, the control for causing
the first vehicle 10 to turn right and the control for causing
the second vehicle 12 to temporarily stop, based on the
information on the future driving of the other vehicles ac-
quired through cooperation between agents. Using the
information on the future driving of the other vehicles,
acquired through cooperation between agents, for au-
tonomous driving control in this way allows the traveling
schedule of the other vehicles to be identified, thus en-
suring safe control.

Claims

1. An agent cooperation system comprising:

a first agent (14) configured to acquire informa-
tion on a driving attribute of a first driver in a first
vehicle (10); and
a second agent (18) configured to notify a sec-
ond driver in a second vehicle (12) about driving
assistance information derived based on the in-
formation on the driving attribute of the first driv-
er acquired by the first agent.

2. The agent cooperation system according to claim 1,
wherein
the first agent is configured to generate the informa-
tion on the driving attribute of the first driver based
on a speech of the first driver.
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3. The agent cooperation system according to claim 1
or 2, wherein
the second agent is configured to notify the second
driver about the driving assistance information de-
rived based on a traveling schedule of the first driver,
the traveling schedule of the first driver being esti-
mated from the information on the driving attribute
of the first driver.

4. The agent cooperation system according to any one
of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the first agent is configured to identify information on
future driving of the first driver, and the second agent
is configured to notify the second driver about the
driving assistance information derived based on the
driving attribute of the first driver identified by the first
agent and on the information on the future driving of
the first driver.

5. The agent cooperation system according to any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the information on the driving attribute of the first
driver includes a plurality of types of parameters, and
the second agent is configured to

derive the driving assistance information based
on at least one of the plurality of types of param-
eters, and
notify the second driver about the driving assist-
ance information.

6. The agent cooperation system according to any one
of claims 1 to 5, wherein
the information on the driving attribute of the first
driver is updated by an action of the first driver re-
sponsive to the driving assistance information pro-
vided from the first agent.

7. An agent cooperation method comprising:

cooperating between a first agent (14) mounted
in a first vehicle (10) and a second agent (18)
mounted in a second vehicle (12);
acquiring, by the first agent, information on a
driving attribute of a first driver in the first vehicle;
and
notifying, by the second agent, a second driver
in the second vehicle (12) about driving assist-
ance information derived based on the informa-
tion on the driving attribute of the first driver.

8. A non-transitory storage medium storing
information on a driving attribute of a first driver in a
first vehicle (10), wherein
the information is acquired by a first agent (14)
mounted in the first vehicle in a form of a plurality of
types of parameters and is used in processing in
which a second agent (18) in a second vehicle (12)

notifies a second driver in the second vehicle about
driving assistance information derived based on the
information on the driving attribute of the first driver.

9. An agent cooperation method comprising:

cooperating between a first agent (14) mounted
in a first vehicle (10) and a second agent (18)
mounted in a second vehicle (12);
acquiring, by the first agent, information on a
driving attribute of a first driver in the first vehicle;
and
sending the information on the driving attribute
of the first driver to the second agent in such a
way that the second agent can receive the in-
formation.

10. An agent cooperation method comprising:

cooperating between a first agent (14) mounted
in a first vehicle (10) and a second agent (18)
mounted in a second vehicle (12);
receiving information on a driving attribute of a
first driver in the first vehicle acquired by the first
agent; and
notifying, by the second agent, a second driver
in the second vehicle about driving assistance
information derived based on the information on
the driving attribute of the first driver.
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