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(54) FLUORESCENCE IMAGING DEVICE

(57) A fluorescent imaging device includes a light
source unit (11) including a first light source (11a) for
radiating excitation light (EL), a second light source (11b)
for radiating visible illumination light (VL), and a third light
source (11c) for radiating non-visible light (IL), an imager

(10) being configured to capture a fluorescent image (41),
a visible image (42), and a non-visible image (43), and
a tracking processor (32e) that is operable to perform
moving-body tracking for a region of interest (51) that is
set in an image based on at least the non-visible image.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a fluorescent
imaging device, and more particularly, it relates to a flu-
orescent imaging device that captures an image with a
fluorescent agent administered to a subject Description
of the Background Art
[0002] A fluorescent imaging device that captures an
image with a fluorescent agent administered to a subject
is known in general, as disclosed in Japanese Patent No.
4745059, for example.
[0003] Japanese Patent No. 4745059 discloses a
lymph node detecting apparatus (fluorescent imaging de-
vice) that radiates excitation light to a living body obser-
vation portion including lymph nodes into which a fluo-
rescent agent is injected in advance and captures a flu-
orescent image via an optical filter that transmits fluores-
cence emitted from the living body observation portion.
Japanese Patent No. 4745059 further discloses that the
optical filter transmits reflected light reflected by the living
body observation portion, a reflected image reflected by
the living body observation portion in addition to the flu-
orescent image is captured, and an observation image
in which the fluorescent image and the reflected image
are superimposed is obtained. In Japanese Patent No.
4745059, indocyanine green (hereinafter referred to as
the ICG) is used as the fluorescent agent. The ICG gen-
erates fluorescence in a near-infrared wavelength band
around 800 nm.
[0004] A fluorescent imaging device such as that dis-
closed in Japanese Patent No. 4745059 is used to visu-
alize sentinel lymph nodes to be excised through a fluo-
rescent image in sentinel lymph node biopsy. As another
application example, the fluorescent imaging device can
be used to check blood flow in a graft anastomotic site
portion by passing a fluorescent agent through the graft
anastomotic site to acquire a fluorescent image in coro-
nary artery bypass graft surgery. In addition, the fluores-
cent imaging device is combined with an endoscopic de-
vice and can be used to check a surgical site or the like
through a fluorescent image in endoscopic surgery.
[0005] In applications such as these, the movement of
an observation site itself, the movement of an endoscope
in the case of the endoscopic device, etc. occur, and thus
it is desired to perform moving-body tracking processing
on the observation site in a captured image. In the mov-
ing-body tracking processing, a feature in the observation
site is used as a reference (mark), and the position of the
observation site is detected from each image (moving
image) continuously captured.
[0006] However, when the moving-body tracking
processing is performed in the fluorescent imaging de-
vice, there are the following problems. When the moving-
body tracking processing is performed using the fluores-

cent image, the observation site cannot be detected from
the image unless the fluorescent agent has flowed into
the observation site such that the fluorescence intensity
sufficiently rises. When the moving-body tracking
processing is performed using a reflected image of visible
light, high-luminance luminescent spots may occur due
to the reflected light of surgical lamps (so-called shad-
owless lamps) incorporated in the image. When lumines-
cent spots occur at the observation site, an image of the
observation site cannot be obtained, and the positions
of the luminescent spots also change due to the move-
ment of the observation site such that the accuracy of
detecting the observation site is reduced.
[0007] Therefore, even when the fluorescent imaging
device is used for surgical operations, for example, it is
desired that the fluorescent imaging device can perform
the moving-body tracking processing with a high degree
of accuracy.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The present invention has been proposed in or-
der to solve the aforementioned problems, and an object
of the present invention is to provide a fluorescent imag-
ing device capable of performing moving-body tracking
processing with a high degree of accuracy even when
the fluorescent imaging device is used for surgical oper-
ations, for example.
[0009] In order to attain the aforementioned object, a
fluorescent imaging device according to an aspect of the
present invention includes a light source unit including a
first light source for radiating excitation light for a fluores-
cent agent administered to a subject, a second light
source for radiating visible illumination light in a visible
wavelength range, and a third light source for radiating
non-visible light outside the visible wavelength range, an
imager including an optical filter, the optical filter being
configured to separate light in the visible wavelength
range from both fluorescence outside the visible wave-
length range excited by the excitation light and the non-
visible light, the imager being configured to capture a
fluorescent image based on the fluorescence, a visible
image based on reflected light of the visible illumination
light, and a non-visible image based on reflected light of
the non-visible light, and a tracking processor that is op-
erable to perform moving-body tracking for a region of
interest that is set in an image based on at least the non-
visible image.
[0010] In the present specification, the visible illumina-
tion light in the visible wavelength range indicates light
having an intensity peak in the visible wavelength range,
and it is allowed to include a wavelength component out-
side the visible wavelength range. Likewise, the non-vis-
ible light outside the visible wavelength range indicates
light having an intensity peak in a non-visible wavelength
range, and it is allowed to include a wavelength compo-
nent in the visible wavelength range. That is, light gen-
erated from the light source unit has a wavelength spec-
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trum that extends over a predetermined wavelength
range corresponding to the light source unit, and thus
the spectral skirt may exist across the visible range and
the non-visible range. According to the JIS standards,
for example, the visible wavelength range may be con-
sidered to have a short-wavelength limit of 360 nm to 400
nm and a long-wavelength limit of 760 nm to 830 nm.
[0011] As described above, the fluorescent imaging
device according to this aspect of the present invention
includes the imager including the optical filter, the optical
filter being configured to separate the light in the visible
wavelength range from both the fluorescence outside the
visible wavelength range excited by the excitation light
and the non-visible light, the imager being configured to
capture the fluorescent image based on the fluores-
cence, the visible image based on the reflected light of
the visible illumination light, and the non-visible image
based on the reflected light of the non-visible light. Ac-
cordingly, the reflected light of a surgical lamp (shadow-
less lamp), which is the light in the visible wavelength
range, is separated by the optical filter, and the non-vis-
ible image based on the reflected light of the non-visible
light of the third light source can be acquired. Therefore,
luminescent spots incorporated in the non-visible image
due to the reflection of the surgical lamp can be signifi-
cantly reduced or prevented. Furthermore, as to the non-
visible light, a wavelength having different absorption
characteristics or reflection characteristics between an
observation site in the region of interest and the other
sites of the subject is used, for example, such that the
contrasting non-visible image in which the observation
site and the other sites are distinguishable can be ob-
tained without administering the fluorescent agent. In
view of this, as described above, even when the fluores-
cent image before administration of the fluorescent agent
cannot be obtained or the reflection of the surgical lamp
is incorporated, the tracking processor can detect the
region of interest from the image. Consequently, even
when the fluorescent imaging device is used for surgical
operations, for example, the moving-body tracking
processing can be performed with a high degree of ac-
curacy by the fluorescent imaging device.
[0012] In the aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect, the tracking processor is
preferably operable to perform the moving-body tracking
for the region of interest based on the fluorescent image
in addition to the non-visible image.
[0013] In the aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect, the tracking processor is
preferably operable to perform the moving-body tracking
for the region of interest based on the non-visible image
before administration of the fluorescent agent to the sub-
ject, and is preferably operable to perform the moving-
body tracking for the region of interest based on the non-
visible image or the fluorescent image after the adminis-
tration of the fluorescent agent.
[0014] The aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect preferably further includes

a selector for selecting an image that is used for the mov-
ing-body tracking, the image being one of the fluorescent
image, the non-visible image, and the visible image. Un-
less the luminescent spots due to the reflection of the
surgical lamp are incorporated in the visible image, even
the visible image can be used for the moving-body track-
ing. The selector is provided such that even when the
fluorescent image before the administration of the fluo-
rescent agent cannot be obtained or the reflection of the
surgical lamp is incorporated, an appropriate image with
which the moving-body tracking can be performed can
be selected according to the situation.
[0015] The aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect preferably further includes
an analysis processor for analyzing flow of the fluores-
cent agent that is to pass through the region of interest
in the fluorescent image based on the result of the mov-
ing-body tracking. According to this structure, even when
the region of interest moves such as when blood flow in
a graft anastomotic site is checked using the fluorescent
agent in coronary artery bypass graft surgery, a time
change (the flow of the fluorescent agent that is to pass
through the region of interest) in the same region of in-
terest of the subject can be grasped from the fluorescent
image by the analysis processor based on the result of
the moving-body tracking of the tracking processor. Con-
sequently, even in the fluorescent imaging device, the
flow of the fluorescent agent can be analyzed by image
analysis using the result of the moving-body tracking. In
the flow analysis by image analysis, there is a technique
of analyzing the flow of a contrast agent by an X-ray im-
aging device with a gold marker placed in the vicinity of
a region of interest as a marker, for example. According
to the above structure, as compared with the case in
which the X-ray imaging device is used, there are signif-
icant advantages such as the advantage of not causing
radiation exposure by X-rays, the advantage of being
minimally invasive because the placement of a mark such
as a gold marker is not necessarily required, and the
advantage of simplifying the device structure because
an X-ray imaging device, which is likely to have a large-
scale device structure, is not used.
[0016] In this case, the analysis processor is preferably
operable to generate a time intensity curve of the fluo-
rescence generated as a result of the flow of the fluores-
cent agent through the region of interest in the fluorescent
image. According to this structure, with the time intensity
curve that indicates a change over time in the flow of the
fluorescent agent, the blood flow can be checked in the
case of a blood vessel such as a coronary artery, and
the lymph flow can be checked in the case of a lymphatic
vessel, for example. Furthermore, even at the stage at
which the fluorescence intensity is small (the rising edge
immediately after the flow of the fluorescent agent into
the region of interest or the falling edge after the concen-
tration peak of the fluorescent agent), the moving-body
tracking can be performed without the fluorescent image
with low signal intensity but with the non-visible image,
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and thus the time intensity curve can be accurately ac-
quired over a wide range from the rising edge to the falling
edge of the fluorescence intensity. From the time inten-
sity curve, various pieces of information useful for treat-
ment and diagnosis can be obtained by analyzing various
parameters such as an average flow rate, a slope, and
transit time, and thus a highly accurate time intensity
curve is useful for treatment, diagnosis, etc.
[0017] In the aforementioned structure including the
selector, the selector is preferably operable to switch the
image used for the moving-body tracking from the fluo-
rescent image, the visible image, or the non-visible image
during the moving-body tracking by the tracking proces-
sor. According to this structure, an image with which the
moving-body tracking can be performed with a higher
degree of accuracy can be selected according to the sit-
uation during the moving-body tracking, and thus the
moving-body tracking processing can be performed with
a higher degree of accuracy. For example, in the fluores-
cent image, the fluorescence intensity (the concentration
of the fluorescent agent) is low at the stage immediately
after the administration of the fluorescent agent or at the
stage at which the fluorescent agent flows away from the
region of interest such that the fluorescent image is not
suitable, but high contrast can be obtained near the peak
of the fluorescence intensity such that the moving-body
tracking can be performed with a high degree of accura-
cy. Therefore, the fluorescent image, the visible image,
or the non-visible image is switched during the moving-
body tracking such that the moving-body tracking can be
performed with a higher degree of accuracy using the
switched image.
[0018] In the aforementioned structure in which the
tracking processor is operable to perform the moving-
body tracking based on the non-visible image before the
administration of the fluorescent agent and is operable
to perform the moving-body tracking based on the non-
visible image or the fluorescent image after the adminis-
tration of the fluorescent agent, the tracking processor is
preferably operable to use the non-visible image as an
image used for the moving-body tracking at least before
the administration of the fluorescent agent and is prefer-
ably operable to switch the image used for the moving-
body tracking to the fluorescent image based on a pixel
value. According to this structure, at the stage before the
administration of the fluorescent agent with low fluores-
cence intensity (pixel value), the moving-body tracking
can be performed using the non-visible image, and at the
stage at which the fluorescence intensity (pixel value) is
sufficiently high, the moving-body tracking can be per-
formed with a high degree of accuracy using the fluores-
cent image. Consequently, the moving-body tracking can
be performed with a high degree of accuracy by appro-
priate image selection before and after the administration
of the fluorescent agent.
[0019] In the aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect, the third light source is pref-
erably configured to radiate the non-visible light in a near-

infrared wavelength range. In the near-infrared wave-
length range, the short-wavelength limit is the long-wave-
length limit (760 nm to 830 nm) of visible light, and the
long-wavelength limit is about 1400 nm to 2500 nm. It is
known that near-infrared light tends to penetrate into liv-
ing tissue and to be absorbed by hemoglobin in blood,
for example. Therefore, when the non-visible image is
based on the near-infrared light as described above, in
the non-visible image, the blood vessel in which blood
flows is relatively dark due to absorption, and regions
other than the blood vessel is relatively bright such that
even when the fluorescent agent is not administered, the
contrasting non-visible image in which the blood vessel
as the observation site and the other sites are distinguish-
able can be obtained. Therefore, when the blood vessel
of the subject is imaged as the region of interest in par-
ticular, the moving-body tracking can be performed with
a higher degree of accuracy.
[0020] In the aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect, the third light source is pref-
erably configured to radiate the non-visible light in a
wavelength range that overlaps with a wavelength of the
fluorescence, and the imager preferably includes a first
imaging element for capturing the fluorescent image and
the non-visible image and a second imaging element for
capturing the visible image. According to this structure,
using the wavelength range in which the wavelength of
the fluorescence and the wavelength of the non-visible
light overlap with each other, both the fluorescent image
and the non-visible image can be captured by the com-
mon imaging element. Consequently, even when all of
the fluorescent image, the non-visible image, and the vis-
ible image are captured, the device structure can be sim-
plified.
[0021] In the aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect, the third light source is pref-
erably configured to radiate the non-visible light, which
substantially excludes a wavelength range of light of a
fluorescent lamp. In the present specification, the phrase
"excludes (not including) a wavelength range of light of
a fluorescent lamp" indicates that when the spectra of
the third light source and the fluorescent lamp are com-
pared, the spectra of the third light source and the fluo-
rescent lamp do not overlap with each other at least in
the wavelength range of half width (full width at half max-
imum), and it is allowed that the wavelength ranges of
wavelength components of low intensity such as 20% or
less of the peak intensity overlap with each other. Ac-
cording to this structure, the light (reflected light) of the
surgical lamp in which the fluorescent lamp is generally
used and the non-visible light of the third light source can
be easily separated by the optical filter, and thus incor-
poration of the reflected light of the surgical lamp in the
non-visible image is prevented as much as possible such
that the image quality of the non-visible image can be
improved. Consequently, the accuracy of the moving-
body tracking using the non-visible image can be further
improved.

5 6 



EP 3 524 140 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0022] In the aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect, the tracking processor is
preferably operable to perform the moving-body tracking
of the region of interest via template matching performed
between an image portion contained in an image and a
template image. According to this structure, the moving-
body tracking of the region of interest can be easily per-
formed with a high degree of accuracy simply by prepar-
ing the template image in advance.
[0023] In this case, the tracking processor is preferably
operable to perform processing of updating the template
image with a captured image. According to this structure,
even when the observation site in the region of interest
is a blood vessel, a lymphatic vessel (lymph node), or a
tumor, for example, and is deformed with an organic ac-
tivity such as heartbeat, the template image is updated
using the newly captured image such that robust moving-
body tracking processing in which a reduction in accuracy
can be significantly reduced or prevented can be per-
formed even when the observation site in the region of
interest is deformed.
[0024] In the aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect, the imager is preferably
configured to capture the fluorescent image, the visible
image, and the non-visible image in the same field of
view, and the tracking processor is preferably operable
to perform the moving-body tracking of the region of in-
terest of at least the non-visible image at the same posi-
tion as that of the region of interest received on the visible
image. According to this structure, the fluorescent image,
the visible image, and the non-visible image are captured
in the same field of view, and thus the site of the subject
specified on the visible image represents the same sites
in the fluorescent image and the non-visible image.
Therefore, a user can specify the region of interest on
the same visible image as that actually viewed by the
user, and the position coordinates of the specified region
of interest can be directly used in the non-visible image
such that the position coordinates of the region of interest
can be easily acquired while the convenience for the user
is ensured.
[0025] The aforementioned fluorescent imaging de-
vice according to this aspect preferably further includes
an endoscopic device in which the light source unit and
the imager are provided. According to this structure, even
when fluorescent imaging is performed in the body of the
subject, the moving-body tracking of the region of interest
can be performed using the non-visible image. In the case
of the endoscopic device, not only the region of interest
in the subject but also the endoscope itself moves in the
subject. Thus, the moving-body tracking of the region of
interest including the observation site can be performed,
and thus even when endoscopic biopsy is performed, for
example, the fluorescent imaging device including the
endoscopic device is particularly useful.
[0026] The foregoing and other objects, features, as-
pects and advantages of the present invention will be-
come more apparent from the following detailed descrip-

tion of the present invention when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027]

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically showing the overall
structure of a fluorescent imaging device according
to a first embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a diagram schematically showing an exam-
ple in which the fluorescent imaging device is applied
to a treatment support system used for surgical op-
erations.
FIG. 3 is a schematic view of an imager including
light sources.
FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating the structure
of the imager.
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing the spectrum of light
separated by an optical filter.
FIG. 6 is a diagram schematically illustrating light
emitted from each light source and an image to be
captured.
FIG. 7A is a schematic view of a visible image before
and after feature extraction.
FIG. 7B is a schematic view of a fluorescent image
before and after feature extraction.
FIG. 7C is a schematic view of a non-visible image
before and after feature extraction.
FIG. 8 is a timing chart illustrating lighting control of
each light source.
FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating the structure of
an image processor.
FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating a time-intensity
curve.
FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating a screen image out-
put to a display.
FIG. 12 is a flow diagram showing moving-body
tracking and time intensity curve generation
processing.
FIG. 13 is a flow diagram showing the details of mov-
ing-body tracking processing.
FIG. 14 is a schematic view illustrating template
matching and template image update in the moving-
body tracking processing.
FIG. 15 is a schematic view illustrating control of
switching images used for moving-body tracking ac-
cording to a pixel value.
FIG. 16 is a schematic view showing the overall
structure of a fluorescent imaging device according
to a second embodiment.
FIG. 17 is a schematic view showing a first modified
example of the imager.
FIG. 18 is a schematic view showing a second mod-
ified example of the imager.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0028] Embodiments of the present invention are here-
inafter described with reference to the drawings.

[First Embodiment]

[0029] The structure of a fluorescent imaging device
100 according to a first embodiment of the present in-
vention is now described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 11.
[0030] As shown in FIG. 1, the fluorescent imaging de-
vice 100 according to the first embodiment radiates ex-
citation light EL to detect fluorescence FL emitted from
a fluorescent agent FA administered to a subject P and
visualizes (images) an observation site of the subject P
based on the fluorescence FL. In the first embodiment,
the fluorescent imaging device 100 that images the ob-
servation site from the outside of the subject P by an
imager 10 spaced apart from the subject P is described.
The subject P is a living body, and a living body of a
human, for example. The subject P may be a living body
of a small animal such as a mouse.
[0031] As shown in FIG. 2, the fluorescent imaging de-
vice 100 is used to check an observation site in surgical
operations, for example. As an example, the fluorescent
imaging device 100 used for cardiac surgical operations
such as coronary artery bypass graft surgery is described
below. Coronary artery bypass surgery is an operation
to recover blood flow by connecting blood vessels to by-
pass a stenosed portion of a stenosed coronary artery.
In the coronary artery bypass graft surgery, a doctor
forms a bypass pathway of a coronary artery by anasto-
mosing a bypass blood vessel called a graft to the artery
of the opened heart. After the anastomosis, the doctor
checks the blood flow of the graft, and then performs
necessary treatment and closes the chest. When the
blood flow of the graft is checked, the fluorescent agent
FA is administered (injected) into the blood vessel on the
upstream side of the graft. The fluorescent imaging de-
vice 100 can visualize (image) a state in which the fluo-
rescent agent FA flows into and out of the graft by de-
tecting the fluorescence FL from the fluorescent agent
FA sent to the graft through the blood flow.
[0032] In FIG. 2, the subject P is placed on an operating
table 1. Above the operating table 1, shadowless lamps
2, which are visible light illumination lamps for surgery,
are disposed. The shadowless lamps 2 radiate visible
light to a surgical field from multiple directions so as not
to cause a shadow. The fluorescent imaging device 100
captures an image of the observation site by the imager
10 disposed at a position at which the surgical field can
be imaged above the subject P. In FIG. 2, the fluorescent
imaging device 100 is connected to a display 3, and out-
puts the captured image to the display 3.
[0033] The display 3 displays the image of the subject
P output from the fluorescent imaging device 100. The
display 3 is a monitor such as a liquid crystal display. In
this manner, the fluorescent imaging device 100 and the

display 3 constitute a treatment support system for sur-
gical operations that captures and displays a fluorescent
image. When the blood flow of the graft is checked, a
user can check the image displayed on the display 3.

(Structure of Fluorescent Imaging Device)

[0034] As shown in FIG. 1, the fluorescent imaging de-
vice 100 according to the first embodiment includes the
imager 10, an arm mechanism 20, and a main body 30
housed in a housing. A first end of the arm mechanism
20 is connected to the main body 30, and the arm mech-
anism 20 supports the imager 10 connected to a second
end thereof and can hold the imager 10 at an arbitrary
position and orientation within its movable range.

(Imager)

[0035] The imager 10 includes a light source 11 that
radiates illumination light for imaging to the subject P, an
optical system 12 through which light that enters the im-
ager 10 passes, and an optical receiver 13 that receives
light that enters the imager 10 and generates an image
signal.
[0036] The light source 11 includes a first light source
11a, a second light source 11b, and a third light source
11c. The first light source 11a radiates the excitation light
EL for the fluorescent agent FA administered to the sub-
ject. The second light source 11b radiates visible illumi-
nation light VL in the visible wavelength range. The third
light source 11c radiates non-visible light IL outside the
visible wavelength range. These light sources each in-
clude a laser diode (LD) or a light-emitting diode (LED),
for example. One or more first light sources 11a, one or
more second light sources 11b, and one or more third
light sources 11c are provided. FIG. 3 shows an example
in which four first light sources 11a, four second light
sources 11b, and four third light sources 11c are dis-
posed. In FIG. 3, the first light sources 11a, the second
light sources 11b, and the third light sources 11c are an-
nularly disposed so as to surround, at an end of the im-
ager 10, the periphery of the optical system 12 disposed
at the central portion.
[0037] The first light sources 11a radiate the excitation
light EL having an appropriate wavelength according to
the light absorption characteristics of the fluorescent
agent FA. As an example, the fluorescent agent FA is
indocyanine green (ICG). The ICG has an absorption
peak in a wavelength range of about 750 nm or more and
less than about 800 nm, and emits the fluorescence FL
(see FIG. 5) having a peak in a wavelength range of about
800 nm or more and less than about 850 nm when ex-
cited. The first light sources 11a radiate the excitation
light EL (see FIG. 5) having a peak at about 750 nm, for
example. Note that the fluorescent agent FA may be other
than ICG.
[0038] The second light sources 11b radiates white
light as the visible illumination light VL, for example. The
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white light includes a wavelength component (see FIG.
5) that extends over the substantially entire visible wave-
length range. The visible illumination light VL may include
a wavelength component outside the visible wavelength
range, but the intensity of the wavelength component out-
side the visible wavelength range is sufficiently weaker
than the intensity of the fluorescence FL or the non-visible
light IL from the third light sources 11c.
[0039] As the non-visible light IL of the third light sourc-
es 11c, light of a wavelength outside the visible wave-
length range and a wavelength in which absorption char-
acteristics or reflection characteristics are different be-
tween the observation site and the other sites of the sub-
ject is selected. When the blood vessel in the graft anas-
tomotic site as the observation site is imaged, light in the
near-infrared wavelength range (near-infrared light),
which tends to penetrate into living tissue and to be ab-
sorbed by hemoglobin in blood, is preferable as the non-
visible light IL. In the first embodiment, the third light
sources 11c radiate the non-visible light IL in the near-
infrared wavelength range. The third light sources 11c
radiate the non-visible light IL (see FIG. 5) having a peak
M (see FIG. 5) in a wavelength range of about 800 nm
or more and less than about 850 nm, for example. There-
fore, the third light sources 11c radiate the non-visible
light IL in a wavelength range (about 800 nm or more and
less than about 850 nm) that overlaps with the wave-
length of the fluorescence FL. In addition, the third light
sources 11c radiate the non-visible light IL substantially
not including the wavelength range (see FIG. 5) of light
of fluorescent lamps (surgical lamps). That is, in FIG. 5,
the upper limit of the light of the fluorescent lamps is
about 600 nm at full width half maximum. On the other
hand, the third light sources 11c each have a peak of
about 800 nm or more and less than about 850 nm, and
radiate the non-visible light IL having a lower limit of a
half-value width of about 700 nm or more and less than
800 nm, for example.
[0040] As shown in FIG. 4, the optical receiver 13 in-
cludes a first imaging element 13a that captures a fluo-
rescent image 41 and a non-visible image 43, and a sec-
ond imaging element 13b that captures a visible image
42. In the first embodiment, the common first imaging
element 13a can capture both the fluorescent image 41
and the non-visible image 43. Each of the first imaging
element 13a and the second imaging element 13b in-
cludes a solid-state imaging element such as a CMOS
(Complementary Netal Oxide Semiconductor) image
sensor or a CCD (Charge Coupled Device) image sen-
sor. The second imaging element 13b can capture the
visible image 42 as a color image using the visible illu-
mination light VL, which is white light. The first imaging
element 13a can capture the fluorescent image 41 and
the non-visible image 43 as gray scale images, for ex-
ample.
[0041] The optical system 12 includes a zoom lens 12a
and an optical filter 12b. The optical system 12 focuses
the light that enters the imager 10 on the optical receiver

13. Furthermore, the optical system 12 separates the re-
flected light of the visible illumination light VL reflected
from the subject P and both the fluorescence FL emitted
from the fluorescent agent FA and the reflected light of
the non-visible light IL.
[0042] The zoom lens 12a can reciprocate in a direc-
tion of an optical axis AX by a lens moving mechanism
(not shown), and performs focus adjustment. The optical
filter 12b is placed between the zoom lens 12a and the
optical system (the first imaging element 13a and the
second imaging element 13b). In an example of FIG. 4,
the optical filter 12b includes a prism beam splitter. The
optical filter 12b has a function of selectively transmitting
light of a specific wavelength and reflecting light of the
other wavelengths. Thus, the optical filter 12b separates
the light in the visible wavelength range and both the
fluorescence FL outside the visible wavelength range ex-
cited by the excitation light EL and the non-visible light IL.
[0043] As shown in FIG. 5, the optical filter 12b reflects
the light in the visible wavelength range such as the re-
flected light of the visible illumination light VL and the
reflected light of the shadowless lamps 2 and the excita-
tion light EL, and projects the same onto the second im-
aging element 13b. The optical filter 12b transmits the
fluorescence FL and the non-visible light IL outside the
visible wavelength range, and projects the same onto the
first imaging element 13a. That is, the optical filter 12b
selectively transmits light having a predetermined wave-
length DW or more (the fluorescence FL and the non-
visible light IL) with the predetermined wavelength DW
between the wavelengths of the visible light and the ex-
citation light EL and the wavelengths of the fluorescence
FL and the non-visible light IL as a boundary, and reflects
light having less than the predetermined wavelength DW
(the reflected light of the visible illumination light VL, the
reflected light of the shadowless lamps 2, and the reflect-
ed light of the excitation light EL).
[0044] The first imaging element 13a and the second
imaging element 13b detect the reflected light of the vis-
ible illumination light VL, the fluorescence FL, and the
reflected light of the non-visible light IL via the common
optical system 12.
[0045] As shown in FIG. 6, the excitation light EL emit-
ted from the first light sources 11a is partially reflected
(not shown) by a surface of the subject P, and partially
penetrates into the subject P. The excitation light EL is
absorbed by the fluorescent agent FA when the fluores-
cent agent FA is administered. Consequently, the fluo-
rescence FL is generated from the fluorescent agent FA,
and enters the optical system 12. The incident fluores-
cence FL is transmitted through the optical filter 12b (see
FIG. 4) and is imaged by the first imaging element 13a
(see FIG. 4). Consequently, the fluorescent image 41
based on the fluorescence FL is acquired.
[0046] The visible illumination light VL radiated from
the second light sources 11b is mainly reflected by the
surface of the subject P, and enters the optical system
12. The reflected light of the incident visible illumination
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light VL is reflected by the optical filter 12b (see FIG. 4)
and is imaged by the second imaging element 13b (see
FIG. 4). Consequently, the visible image 42 based on the
reflected light of the visible illumination light VL is ac-
quired.
[0047] The near-infrared non-visible light IL radiated
from the third light sources 11c tends to penetrate into
the living tissue such that the same is reflected by the
surface and the inside of the subject P, and the reflected
light enters the optical system 12. The reflected light of
the incident non-visible light IL passes through the optical
filter 12b, and is imaged by the first imaging element 13a.
Consequently, the non-visible image 43 based on the
reflected light of the non-visible light IL is acquired.
[0048] Thus, the imager 10 captures the fluorescent
image 41 based on the fluorescence FL, the visible image
42 based on the reflected light of the visible illumination
light VL, and the non-visible image 43 based on the re-
flected light of the non-visible light IL.
[0049] As shown in FIG. 7A, as the visible image 42,
a color image similar to the observation site viewed by
the user is obtained. As shown in FIG. 7B, as the fluo-
rescent image 41, an image that contrasts in such a man-
ner that the pixel value increases as the concentration
of the fluorescent agent FA increases is obtained. FIG.
7B shows an example in which the fluorescent agent FA
exists in the entire blood vessel for the sake of conven-
ience, but actually, only a portion of the blood vessel in
which the fluorescent agent FA exists becomes brighter.
As shown in FIG. 7C, as the non-visible image 43, an
image that contrasts between the blood vessel and a
portion other than the blood vessel and the blood vessel
portion and that reflects a difference in the absorption
characteristics of the non-visible light IL between the
blood vessel and the portion other than the blood vessel
is obtained. That is, the non-visible light IL in the near-
infrared wavelength range tends to be absorbed by he-
moglobin in the blood, and thus the non-visible image 43
is obtained in such a manner that the pixel value of the
blood vessel through which the blood B (see FIG. 6),
which tends to relatively absorb the non-visible light IL,
flows, is smaller, and the pixel value of the portion other
than the blood vessel, which tends not to relatively absorb
the non-visible light IL, is larger.
[0050] These images are obtained based on the light
that enters the common optical system 12 (see FIG. 4)
and is separated, and thus the same are images of the
same field of view. That is, the imager 10 captures the
fluorescent image 41, the visible image 42, and the non-
visible image 43 in the same field of view.

(Main Body)

[0051] Returning to FIG. 1, the main body 30 includes
a controller 31, an image processor 32, and a storage
33. The main body 30 also includes an operation unit
(not shown) that receives a user’s operation input to the
controller 31. The main body 30 has a structure in which

a PC (Personal Computer) is built in the wagon-type
housing (see FIG. 2), for example.
[0052] The controller 31 controls the start and stop of
radiation of the light (the excitation light EL, the visible
illumination light VL, and the non-visible light IL) from the
light source 11, for example, based on the input operation
via the operation unit. The controller 31 outputs an image
generated by the image processor 32 to the display 3.
The controller 31 includes a processor such as a CPU
(Central Processing Unit), for example.
[0053] As shown in FIG. 8, the controller 31 controls
the lighting timings of the first light sources 11a, the sec-
ond light sources 11b, and the third light sources 11c
during imaging by the fluorescent imaging device 100.
Specifically, the controller 31 performs control of turning
on (ON) the second light sources 11b that radiate the
visible illumination light VL at all timings. On the other
hand, the controller 31 performs control of alternately and
repeatedly turning on (ON) and turning off (OFF) the first
light sources 11a that radiate the excitation light EL and
the third light sources 11c that radiate the non-visible
light IL at a predetermined time interval T. The time in-
terval T can be arbitrarily set, and can be equal to the
frame rate of signal readout of the first imaging element
13a, for example. The frame rate is 30 fps or more, for
example. Consequently, the first imaging element 13a
alternately acquires the fluorescent image 41 and the
non-visible image 43 for each frame.
[0054] Returning to FIG. 1, the image processor 32
generates the fluorescent image 41 and the non-visible
image 43 based on a signal detected by the first imaging
element 13a. The image processor 32 also generates
the visible image 42 based on a signal detected by the
second imaging element 13b. The image processor 32
also generates a synthetic image 44 (see FIG. 11) ob-
tained by synthesizing the fluorescent image 41 and the
visible image 42. The image processor 32 includes a
processor such as a GPU (Graphics Processing Unit) or
an FPGA (Field-Programmable Gate Array) configured
for image processing, for example.
[0055] The storage 33 stores various programs to
cause the processors to function as the controller 31 and
the image processor 32. The storage 33 stores the im-
ages (various images including the fluorescent image 41,
the visible image 42, and the non-visible image 43) gen-
erated by the image processor 32, etc. The storage 33
includes a nonvolatile memory or a hard disk drive (HDD),
for example.

(Structure of Image Processor)

[0056] As shown in FIG. 9, in the first embodiment, the
image processor 32 includes a fluorescent image proc-
essor 32a, a visible image processor 32b, a non-visible
image processor 32c, an image synthesizer 32d, a track-
ing processor 32e, an image output 32f, and a selector
32g. Furthermore, in the first embodiment, the image
processor 32 includes an analysis processor 32h. These
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processors included in the image processor 32 include
software as functional blocks realized by the processors
that execute a program for image processing. When a
processor such as an FPGA is used, each functional
block is constructed in the processor. A dedicated proc-
essor (processing circuit) may be provided for each proc-
essor, and each processor may include individual hard-
ware.
[0057] The fluorescent image processor 32a and the
non-visible image processor 32c acquire image signals
from the first imaging element 13a to generate the fluo-
rescent image 41 and the non-visible image 43, respec-
tively. The visible image processor 32b acquires an im-
age signal from the second imaging element 13b to gen-
erate the visible image 42. In addition, the fluorescent
image processor 32a, the visible image processor 32b,
and the non-visible image processor 32c can perform
publicly known correction processing such as filtering of
noise removal.
[0058] The image synthesizer 32d synthesizes the vis-
ible image 42 and the fluorescent image 41 to generate
one synthetic image 44 (see FIG. 11). The synthesis is
processing of superimposing the fluorescent image 41
on the visible image 42, for example. The image synthe-
sizer 32d may synthesize the non-visible image 43 in
addition to the visible image 42 and the fluorescent image
41.
[0059] The selector 32g selects an image used for
moving-body tracking from among the fluorescent image
41, the visible image 42, and the non-visible image 43.
For example, the selector 32g acquires the fluorescent
image 41, the visible image 42, and the non-visible image
43 from the fluorescent image processor 32a, the visible
image processor 32b, and the non-visible image proces-
sor 32c, respectively, and selects one or more images
suitable for moving-body tracking from among the ac-
quired images. The selector 32g outputs the image se-
lected as an image used for moving-body tracking to the
tracking processor 32e. The selection is performed ac-
cording to the luminance value in the image, the elapsed
time (the elapsed time from the administration of the flu-
orescent agent FA to the subject P, for example), and
another preset selection criterion, for example. A selec-
tion method is described below in detail.
[0060] In the first embodiment, the tracking processor
32e performs moving-body tracking of a region of interest
51 (see FIG. 11) set in the image based on the image
selected by the selector 32g. Specifically, the tracking
processor 32e performs moving-body tracking of the re-
gion of interest 51 (see FIG. 14) by template matching
between an image portion contained in the image and a
template image 52 (see FIG. 14). The region of interest
51 is a region within a predetermined range specified by
the user in the acquired image before the start of the
moving-body tracking. The region of interest 51 is spec-
ified as a region including the observation site of interest
in surgery. In the coronary artery bypass surgery, the
range including the graft anastomotic site in which the

blood flow is checked is set as the region of interest 51.
The surrounding blood vessel including the graft anas-
tomotic site changes its position and shape with heart-
beat. Therefore, each time a frame image is newly ac-
quired, the tracking processor 32e performs moving-
body tracking to detect the position of the region of inter-
est 51.
[0061] When the frame image selected by the selector
32g is newly acquired, the tracking processor 32e per-
forms moving-body tracking and outputs the position co-
ordinates of the region of interest 51 in the newly acquired
frame image as the moving-body tracking result.
[0062] The analysis processor 32h analyzes the flow
of the fluorescent agent FA that passes through the re-
gion of interest 51 in the fluorescent image 41 based on
the moving-body tracking result. Specifically, as shown
in FIG. 10, the analysis processor 32h generates a time
intensity curve (TIC) 61 of the fluorescence FL caused
by the fluorescent agent FA that flows through the region
of interest 51 in the fluorescent image 41. In the coronary
artery bypass surgery, the graft anastomotic site is set
as the region of interest 51 such that the time intensity
curve 61 of the fluorescence FL generated from the flu-
orescent agent FA that flows through the graft anasto-
motic site is generated. The time intensity curve 61 indi-
cates a change in the concentration of the fluorescent
agent FA that passes through the region of interest 51,
and thus the same reflects the blood flow in the graft
anastomotic site.
[0063] The analysis processor 32h acquires a pixel val-
ue in the region of interest 51 specified based on the
moving-body tracking result from each frame image of
the fluorescent image 41. As shown in FIG. 10, the anal-
ysis processor 32h generates the time intensity curve 61
by plotting temporal changes in the pixel value in the
region of interest 51 in each frame image. The time in-
tensity curve 61 is expressed in the form of a graph in
which the vertical axis represents the pixel value of the
fluorescent image 41, which is the signal intensity of the
fluorescence FL, and the horizontal axis represents the
elapsed time. Usually, the fluorescent agent FA is ad-
ministered (injected) into the blood vessel from a position
on the upstream side of the region of interest 51 and is
carried to the region of interest 51 through the blood flow.
When the fluorescent agent FA reaches the region of
interest 51, the pixel value (fluorescence intensity) in the
region of interest 51 gradually increases and reaches a
peak at the predetermined timing. Then, the pixel value
(fluorescence intensity) gradually decreases as the flu-
orescent agent FA passes through the region of interest
51. The time intensity curve 61 is a mountain-shaped
curve with a peak. The fluorescent agent FA reaches the
region of interest 51 in about 10 seconds, for example,
although the fluorescent agent FA depends on a site (or-
gan, place) to which the fluorescent agent FA is admin-
istered and the dose, and the concentration in the region
of interest 51 reaches a peak in about 30 seconds.
[0064] Returning to FIG. 9, the image output 32f gen-
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erates a screen image 45 (see FIG. 11) to be output to
the display 3, using the processing results of the image
synthesizer 32d, the tracking processor 32e, and the
analysis processor 32h, and outputs the screen image
45. As shown in FIG. 11, the image output 32f generates
the screen image 45 including the captured visible image
42 and fluorescent image 41 and the synthetic image 44
generated by the image synthesizer 32d, for example.
Furthermore, the image output 32f displays the current
position of the region of interest 51 in each image based
on the moving-body tracking result of the tracking proc-
essor 32e. In FIG. 11, the rectangular region of interest
51 is superimposed and displayed on each image. The
image output 32f includes the analysis result of the flow
of the fluorescent agent FA by the analysis processor
32h in the screen image 45. In FIG. 11, the time intensity
curve 61 as the analysis result of the flow is displayed
side by side with each image. Therefore, in the screen
image 45, the time intensity curve 61 is displayed as the
analysis result of the blood flow in the region of interest
51 superimposed and displayed on the captured image.

(Processing Operations of Image Processor)

[0065] Operations of the moving-body tracking
processing and the analysis processing of the time in-
tensity curve 61 are now described. As shown in FIG.
12, when imaging starts, the image processor 32 per-
forms processing of extracting a feature amount from the
acquired frame image in step S1.
[0066] When the frame image (the fluorescent image
41, the visible image 42, or the non-visible image 43) is
newly acquired, the selector 32g performs processing of
extracting the feature amount from the image. The
processing of extracting the feature amount is processing
of extracting an edge in the image by image processing
such as binarization processing and differential filtering,
for example. A structural feature can be obtained from
the image by extracting the feature amount in order to
perform moving-body tracking.
[0067] On the right side of the drawings in FIGS. 7A to
7C, the results of the feature amount extraction process-
ing for the fluorescent image 41, the visible image 42,
and the non-visible image 43 are shown, respectively. In
the coronary artery bypass surgery, the blood vessel in-
cluding the graft anastomotic site is extracted by the fea-
ture amount extraction processing. Even in the visible
image 42, the blood vessel that can be visually recog-
nized from the outside can be extracted by the feature
amount extraction processing. However, under the sur-
gical illumination (the illumination of the shadowless
lamps 2) in surgical operations, for example, the illumi-
nation light is incorporated, and luminescent spots BS
that have gone white (the pixel value is saturated) occur
in the visible image 42. In this case, when the feature
amount extraction processing is performed on the visible
image 42, the shapes of the luminescent spots BS are
extracted as shown in FIG. 7A, and the shape of the blood

vessel cannot be extracted. Thus, the accuracy of the
moving-body tracking is reduced. On the other hand, the
fluorescent image 41 and the non-visible image 43 are
generated by the fluorescence FL and the non-visible
light IL (reflected light) separated from the light in the
visible light wavelength range by the optical filter 12b,
and thus the moving-body tracking can be performed
without being influenced by the surgical lamps. Further-
more, on the visible image 42 in which no illumination
light is incorporated and no luminescent spots BS occur,
the moving-body tracking can be performed.
[0068] Then, in step S2 of FIG. 12, the image processor
32 (tracking processor 32e) performs the moving-body
tracking processing based on the image selected by the
selector 32g from among the frame images (the fluores-
cent image 41, the visible image 42, and the non-visible
image 43) from which the feature amount has been ex-
tracted.

(Moving-Body Tracking Processing)

[0069] The moving-body tracking processing is now
described in detail with reference to FIGS. 13 and 14.
The tracking processor 32e performs moving-body track-
ing in the set region of interest 51. The moving-body
tracking processing is performed using the image (the
fluorescent image 41, the visible image 42, or the non-
visible image 43) after the feature amount extraction
processing described above. An example in which the
non-visible image 43 or the fluorescent image 41 is se-
lected as an image used for moving-body tracking by the
selector 32g is described below. For the sake of conven-
ience, the non-visible image 43 or the fluorescent image
41 after the feature amount extraction processing is sim-
ply hereinafter referred to as the non-visible image 43 or
the fluorescent image 41.
[0070] In step S11, the tracking processor 32e receives
specification of the region of interest 51 (see FIG. 11) on
the visible image 42 of the first frame (i = 1). The letter i
represents the frame number. Thus, the tracking proc-
essor 32e performs the moving-body tracking of the re-
gion of interest 51 of at least the non-visible image 43 at
the same position as that of the region of interest 51 re-
ceived on the visible image 42. As described above, the
visible image 42 acquired in the same frame and the non-
visible image 43 or the fluorescent image 41 are images
of the same field of view, and thus the sites of the subject
P indicated by the position coordinates in the image are
the same. Therefore, setting of the region of interest 51
on the same visible image 42 as that viewed by the user
is received, and the position coordinates (x, y) on the
visible image 42 are applied to the non-visible image 43
or the fluorescent image 41 such that the region of inter-
est 51 is set on the non-visible image 43 or the fluorescent
image 41. The setting operation is performed by an input
to the operation unit (not shown).
[0071] In step S12, the tracking processor 32e cuts out
the image portion of the region of interest 51 and sets it
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as the template image 52 (see FIG. 14) for moving-body
tracking for the (i + n)-th frame image (n is a positive
integer). Immediately after specification of the region of
interest 51 is received in step S11 the image of the region
of interest 51 specified by the user is set as the template
image 52 of the second frame (i = 1, n = 1).
[0072] In step S13, the tracking processor 32e per-
forms template matching (see FIG. 14) between the tem-
plate image 52 for the (i + n)-th frame and the newly
acquired (i + n)-th frame image (the non-visible image
43 or the fluorescent image 41). The template matching
is performed by calculating a cross-correlation coefficient
R, for example.
[0073] As shown in FIG. 14, the tracking processor 32e
sets a search range 53 centered on the center position
coordinates (x1, y1) of the region of interest 51 in the i-
th frame image as the (i + n)-th frame image. Here, an
example of n = 1 is shown. The search range 53 is set
as a wider range than the template image 52 (i.e., the
region of interest 51). The size of the search range 53 is
set according to the moving speed and moving range of
the blood vessel due to heartbeat and the frame rate of
the acquired image such that in the newly acquired frame
image (i + 1), the region of interest 51 is included in the
search range 53. Here, for the sake of convenience, it is
assumed that when the template image 52 (region of
interest 51) is set as a square region of 10 pixels 3 10
pixels, the search range 53 is set as a region of 20 pixels
3 20 pixels.
[0074] The tracking processor 32e sets a detection
window 54 having the same size as the region of interest
51 in the search range 53 and calculates the cross-cor-
relation coefficient R between the image portion in the
detection window 54 and the template image 52. The
tracking processor 32e moves the detection window 54
to calculate the cross-correlation coefficient R in the
whole area within the search range 53. Then, the tracking
processor 32e determines the position coordinates (x2,
y2) at which the maximum cross-correlation coefficient
Rmax is obtained as the position coordinates of the re-
gion of interest 51 in the (i + 1)-th frame image. Thus, in
step S13 of FIG. 13, the position coordinates (x2, y2) of
the region of interest 51 in the (i + 1)-th frame image are
acquired.
[0075] Here, in the first embodiment, the tracking proc-
essor 32e performs processing of updating the template
image 52 with the captured image. That is, the tracking
processor 32e uses the image portion of the region of
interest 51 having the maximum cross-correlation coef-
ficient Rmax in the currently acquired frame image as
the template image 52 for the frame image acquired in
the next frame.
[0076] Specifically, in step S14, the tracking processor
32e compares the maximum cross-correlation coefficient
Rmax obtained at the position coordinates (x2, y2) of the
region of interest 51 in the (i + n)-th frame image with a
predetermined threshold p. When the maximum cross-
correlation coefficient Rmax is larger than the threshold

p, the tracking processor 32e determines whether or not
it is the last frame in step S14. When it is not the last
frame, the tracking processor 32e returns to step S12,
sets i + n to the frame number i, and updates the template
image 52. For example, in the second (i + n = 2) frame,
when Rmax is larger than the threshold p, the template
image 52 is updated with the second frame image.
[0077] That is, as shown in FIG. 14, when the maximum
cross-correlation coefficient Rmax is larger than the
threshold p, the tracking processor 32e cuts out the im-
age portion of the region of interest 51 in which the max-
imum cross-correlation coefficient Rmax has been cal-
culated, and updates it as the template image 52 for the
next frame ((i + n + 1)-th template image).
[0078] Therefore, as shown in FIG. 14, the shape of
the feature amount (blood vessel) that appears in the
template image 52 may differ between the (i + 1)-th and
(i + 2)-th frames. Consequently, even when the shape of
the blood vessel changes with heartbeat, the template
image 52 is also changed (updated), following the
change in the shape of the blood vessel.
[0079] On the other hand, when the maximum cross-
correlation coefficient Rmax is equal to or smaller than
the threshold p in step S14 of FIG. 13, the tracking proc-
essor 32e returns to step S13 and sets n + 1 to a variable
n to perform template matching with the (i + n)-th template
image 52. That is, when the maximum cross-correlation
coefficient Rmax is equal to or smaller than the threshold
p, the tracking processor 32e does not update the tem-
plate image 52. For example, in the second (i + n = 2)
frame, when Rmax is equal to or smaller than the thresh-
old p, the template image 52 for the second frame is
directly used, and the region of interest 51 in the third (i
+ n = 3) frame image acquired next is searched.
[0080] When the maximum cross-correlation coeffi-
cient Rmax is equal to or smaller than the threshold p,
the similarity with the template image 52 is low, and there
is a possibility that some kind of error may be included.
Therefore, when Rmax is equal to or smaller than the
threshold p, the template image 52 is not updated such
that setting of an inappropriate image as the template
image 52 can be prevented.
[0081] As described above, the moving-body tracking
processing is performed.
[0082] Returning to FIG. 12, in step S3, the image proc-
essor 32 (analysis processor 32h) performs analysis
processing of calculating the time intensity curve 61. At
the stage before administration of the fluorescent agent
FA, the time intensity curve 61 is not calculated (the flu-
orescence intensity is calculated as approximately 0).
[0083] The processing in step S1 to step S3 is executed
each time a frame image is newly acquired after the start
of moving-body tracking. Therefore, when the predeter-
mined timing comes after the start of moving-body track-
ing, the user administers (injects) the fluorescent agent
FA to the subject P. After the administration of the fluo-
rescent agent FA, the fluorescence intensity (pixel value)
changes in the fluorescent image 41, and thus the fluo-
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rescence intensity of the calculated time intensity curve
61 changes as shown in FIG. 10 in step S3.

(Selection of Image Used for Moving-Body Tracking)

[0084] An image (frame image) used for moving-body
tracking (step S2 in FIG. 12) is now described. In the first
embodiment, the selector 32g switches the image used
for moving-body tracking from the fluorescent image 41,
the visible image 42, or the non-visible image 43 during
the moving-body tracking by the tracking processor 32e.
Specifically, at least prior to the administration of the flu-
orescent agent FA, the selector 32g selects the non-vis-
ible image 43 as an image used for moving-body tracking,
and switches the image used for moving-body tracking
to the fluorescent image 41 based on the pixel value, for
example.
[0085] As shown in FIG. 15, the fluorescence intensity
before and after the administration of the fluorescent
agent FA in the region of interest 51 changes in the form
of a mountain like the time intensity curve 61. The tracking
processor 32e acquires a frequency distribution (histo-
gram) 55 for each pixel value (fluorescence intensity) of
the fluorescent image 41 acquired in each frame, for ex-
ample. FIG. 15 shows the frequency distribution 55 in
which the pixel value (fluorescence intensity) is taken on
the horizontal axis and the frequency (number of pixels)
is taken on the vertical axis. When the number of pixels,
the pixel values (fluorescence intensity) of which exceed
a predetermined value q1, exceeds a predetermined
threshold q2, the tracking processor 32e switches the
image used for moving-body tracking to the fluorescent
image 41. When the number of pixels, the pixel values
(fluorescence intensity) of which exceed the predeter-
mined value q1, is equal to or less than the predetermined
threshold q2, the tracking processor 32e switches the
image used for moving-body tracking to the non-visible
image 43. A value, at which the non-visible image 43 is
switched to the fluorescent image 41 when the contrast
of the fluorescent image 41 for feature amount extraction
exceeds that of the non-visible image 43, is selected and
set in advance as the predetermined threshold q2.
[0086] As described above, at the rising stage from
before the flow of the fluorescent agent FA into the region
of interest 51 to before the peak of the time intensity curve
61 and the falling stage at which the concentration of the
fluorescent agent FA decreases after the peak of the time
intensity curve 61, the number of pixels having a high
pixel value (fluorescence intensity) decreases in the flu-
orescent image 41, and thus the tracking processor 32e
performs moving-body tracking using the non-visible im-
age 43. At the peak of the time intensity curve 61 at which
the concentration of the fluorescent agent FA is high and
the stage before and after the peak, the number of pixels
having a high pixel value (fluorescence intensity) ex-
ceeds the predetermined threshold q2 in the fluorescent
image 41, and thus the tracking processor 32e performs
moving-body tracking using the fluorescent image 41.

<Modified Example of selection of Image Used for Mov-
ing-Body Tracking>

[0087] FIG. 15 shows an example in which the selector
32g switches (selects) the image used for moving-body
tracking based on the pixel value, but the selector 32g
may select the image based on another piece of infor-
mation other than the pixel value of the acquired frame
image. For example, in a modified example, the selector
32g selects the non-visible image 43 as an image used
for moving-body tracking before the administration of the
fluorescent agent FA, and switches the image used for
moving-body tracking to the fluorescent image 41 after
the administration of the fluorescent agent FA. After the
administration of the fluorescent agent FA, the timing at
which the fluorescent agent concentration peaks in the
region of interest 51 can be grasped in advance depend-
ing on the site (organ, place) to which fluorescent agent
FA is administered and the dose, for example, as de-
scribed above. Therefore, the selector 32g switches the
image used for moving-body tracking at the preset timing
based on the elapsed time after administration of the flu-
orescent agent FA, for example.
[0088] In the above description, an example is shown
in which the image used for moving-body tracking is
switched between the non-visible image 43 and the flu-
orescent image 41, but the selector 32g may select the
visible image 42. As described above, when no lumines-
cent spots BS occur in the image, the moving-body track-
ing can be performed using the visible image 42. There-
fore, the selector 32g may select an image suitable for
moving-body tracking from among the fluorescent image
41, the visible image 42, and the non-visible image 43.

(Advantageous Effects of First Embodiment)

[0089] According to the first embodiment, the following
advantageous effects are achieved.
[0090] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the fluorescent imaging device 100 includes the
imager 10 including the optical filter 12b that separates
the light in the visible wavelength range and both the
fluorescence FL and the non-visible light IL, and the im-
ager 10 captures the fluorescent image 41, the visible
image 42, and the non-visible image 43. Accordingly, the
reflected light of the surgical lamps (shadowless lamps
2), which is the light in the visible wavelength range, is
separated by the optical filter 12b, and the non-visible
image 43 based on the reflected light of the non-visible
light IL of the third light sources 11c can be acquired.
Therefore, the luminescent spots BS incorporated in the
non-visible image 43 due to the reflection of the surgical
lamps can be significantly reduced or prevented. Further-
more, the contrasting non-visible image 43 in which the
observation site and the other sites are distinguishable
can be obtained based on the non-visible light IL without
administering the fluorescent agent FA. In view of this,
the selector 32g is provided to select an image used for
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moving-body tracking from among the fluorescent image
41, the visible image 42, and the non-visible image 43
such that even when the fluorescent image before ad-
ministration of the fluorescent agent FA cannot be ob-
tained or the reflection of the surgical lamps (shadowless
lamps 2) is incorporated, an appropriate image with
which the moving-body tracking can be performed can
be selected according to the situation, and thus the track-
ing processor 32e can detect the region of interest 51
from the image. Consequently, even when the fluores-
cent imaging device 100 is used for surgical operations,
for example, the moving-body tracking processing can
be performed with a high degree of accuracy by the flu-
orescent imaging device 100.
[0091] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the fluorescent imaging device 100 includes the
analysis processor 32h that analyzes the flow of the flu-
orescent agent FA that passes through the region of in-
terest 51 in the fluorescent image 41 based on the mov-
ing-body tracking result. Accordingly, even when the re-
gion of interest 51 moves, a time change (the flow of the
fluorescent agent FA that passes through the region of
interest 51) in the same region of interest 51 of the subject
can be grasped from the fluorescent image 41 by the
analysis processor 32h based on the moving-body track-
ing result of the tracking processor 32e. Consequently,
even in the fluorescent imaging device 100, the flow of
the fluorescent agent FA can be analyzed by image anal-
ysis using the moving-body tracking result.
[0092] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the analysis processor 32h generates the time
intensity curve (TIC) 61 of the fluorescence FL caused
by the fluorescent agent FA that flows through the region
of interest 51 in the fluorescent image 41. Accordingly,
with the time intensity curve 61, the blood flow can be
checked in the case of a blood vessel such as a coronary
artery, and the lymph flow can be checked in the case of
a lymphatic vessel, for example. Furthermore, even at
the stage at which the fluorescence intensity is small (the
rising edge immediately after the flow of the fluorescent
agent FA into the region of interest 51 or the falling edge
after the concentration peak of the fluorescent agent FA),
the moving-body tracking can be performed without the
fluorescent image 41 with low signal intensity but with
the non-visible image 43, and thus the time intensity
curve 61 can be accurately acquired over a wide range
from the rising edge to the falling edge of the fluorescence
intensity.
[0093] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, during the moving-body tracking by the tracking
processor 32e, the selector 32g switches the image used
for moving-body tracking from the fluorescent image 41,
the visible image 42, or the non-visible image 43. Accord-
ingly, an image with which the moving-body tracking can
be performed with a higher degree of accuracy can be
selected according to the situation during the moving-
body tracking, and thus the moving-body tracking
processing can be performed with a higher degree of

accuracy. As described above, high contrast can be ob-
tained in the fluorescent image 41 near the peak of the
fluorescence intensity other than the stage immediately
after administration of the fluorescent agent FA or the
stage at which the fluorescent agent FA flows away from
the region of interest 51, and thus the moving-body track-
ing can be performed with a high degree of accuracy.
Furthermore, when the reflection of the surgical lamps is
not incorporated, the visible image 42 can also be used
for moving-body tracking. Stable contrast can be ob-
tained in the non-visible image 43 without being influ-
enced by the presence or absence of administration of
the fluorescent agent FA or the reflection of the surgical
lamps. Therefore, the fluorescent image 41, the visible
image 42, or the non-visible image 43 is switched during
the moving-body tracking such that the moving-body
tracking can be performed with a higher degree of accu-
racy using the switched image.
[0094] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the selector 32g selects the non-visible image 43
as an image used for moving-body tracking at least be-
fore administration of the fluorescent agent FA, and
switches the image used for moving-body tracking to the
fluorescent image 41 based on the pixel value. Accord-
ingly, at the stage before administration of the fluorescent
agent FA with low fluorescence intensity (pixel value),
the moving-body tracking can be performed using the
non-visible image 43, and at the stage at which the flu-
orescence intensity (pixel value) is sufficiently high, the
moving-body tracking can be performed with a high de-
gree of accuracy using the fluorescent image 41. Con-
sequently, the moving-body tracking can be performed
with a high degree of accuracy by appropriate image se-
lection before and after administration of the fluorescent
agent FA.
[0095] When the selector 32g selects the non-visible
image 43 as an image used for moving-body tracking
before administration of the fluorescent agent FA and
switches the image used for moving-body tracking to the
fluorescent image 41 after the administration of the flu-
orescent agent FA, the non-visible image 43 is switched
to the fluorescent image 41 at the timing at which the
fluorescence intensity (pixel value) is sufficiently high
based on the elapsed time from the administration point
of the fluorescent agent FA such that the moving-body
tracking can be performed. Consequently, the moving-
body tracking can be performed with a high degree of
accuracy by appropriate image selection.
[0096] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the third light sources 11c radiate the non-visible
light IL in the near-infrared wavelength range. Accord-
ingly, in the non-visible image 43, the blood vessel in
which blood flows is relatively dark due to absorption,
and regions other than the blood vessel is relatively bright
such that even when the fluorescent agent FA is not ad-
ministered, the contrasting non-visible image 43 in which
the blood vessel as an observation site and the other
sites are distinguishable can be obtained. Therefore,
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when the blood vessel of the subject is imaged as the
region of interest 51 in particular, the moving-body track-
ing can be performed with a higher degree of accuracy.
[0097] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the third light sources 11c radiate the non-visible
light IL in the wavelength range that overlaps with the
wavelength of the fluorescence FL, and the imager 10
includes the first imaging element 13a that captures the
fluorescent image 41 and the non-visible image 43 and
the second imaging element 13b that captures the visible
image 42. Accordingly, using the wavelength range in
which the wavelength of the fluorescence FL and the
wavelength of the non-visible light IL overlap with each
other, both the fluorescent image 41 and the non-visible
image 43 can be captured by the common imaging ele-
ment. Consequently, even when all of the fluorescent
image 41, the non-visible image 43, and the visible image
42 are captured, the device structure can be simplified.
[0098] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the third light sources 11c radiate the non-visible
light IL substantially not including the wavelength range
of light of the fluorescent lamps. Accordingly, the light of
the surgical lamps (shadowless lamps 2) in which the
fluorescent lamps are generally used and the non-visible
light IL of the third light sources 11c can be easily sepa-
rated by the optical filter 12b, and thus incorporation of
the reflected light of the surgical lamps in the non-visible
image 43 is prevented as much as possible such that the
image quality of the non-visible image 43 can be im-
proved. Consequently, the accuracy of the moving-body
tracking using the non-visible image 43 can be further
improved.
[0099] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the tracking processor 32e performs moving-
body tracking of the region of interest 51 by template
matching between the image portion contained in the im-
age and the template image 52. Accordingly, the moving-
body tracking of the region of interest 51 can be easily
performed with a high degree of accuracy simply by pre-
paring the template image 52 in advance.
[0100] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the tracking processor 32e performs processing
of updating the template image 52 with the captured im-
age. Accordingly, even when the observation site in the
region of interest 51 is deformed with an organic activity
such as heartbeat, the template image 52 is updated us-
ing the newly captured image such that robust moving-
body tracking processing in which a reduction in accuracy
can be significantly reduced or prevented can be per-
formed even when the observation site in the region of
interest 51 is deformed.
[0101] According to the first embodiment, as described
above, the imager 10 captures the fluorescent image 41,
the visible image 42, and the non-visible image 43 in the
same field of view, and the tracking processor 32e per-
forms moving-body tracking of the region of interest 51
of at least the non-visible image 43 at the same position
as that of the region of interest 51 received on the visible

image 42. Accordingly, the user can specify the region
of interest 51 on the same visible image 42 as that actually
viewed by the user, and the position coordinates of the
specified region of interest 5 can be directly used in the
non-visible image 43 such that the position coordinates
of the region of interest 51 can be easily acquired while
the convenience for the user is ensured.

[Second Embodiment]

[0102] A second embodiment of the present invention
is now described with reference to Fig. 16. In the second
embodiment, a fluorescent imaging device 200 includes
an endoscopic device 110, unlike the first embodiment
in which imaging is performed from the outside of the
subject P. The same structures as those of the first em-
bodiment are denoted by the same reference numerals,
and description thereof is omitted.
[0103] As shown in FIG. 16, the fluorescent imaging
device 200 according to the second embodiment in-
cludes the endoscopic device 110 including a light source
11 and an imager 10. The fluorescent imaging device
200 further includes a main body 30 connected to the
endoscopic device 110.
[0104] The endoscopic device 110 includes a flexible
and deformable cable 120. The cable 120 is connected
to the light source 11 and the imager 10 at branched root
portions 111. A distal end 112 of the cable 120 is inserted
into a subject P and is carried to the vicinity of an obser-
vation site inside the subject P.
[0105] Inside the cable 120, a light-sending guide 121
and a light-receiving guide 122 are provided. The light-
sending guide 121 and the light-receiving guide 122 are
each a light guide including an optical fiber, for example.
[0106] The light-sending guide 121 is optically con-
nected to the light source 11 at the root portion 111 and
extends to the distal end 112. The light-sending guide
121 sends light emitted from the light source 11 to the
distal end 112 and emits the light from the distal end 112
of the cable 120 via a lens 123a. The light-sending guide
121 is optically connected to each of a first light source
11a, a second light source 11b, and a third light source
11c of the light source 11, and can send excitation light
EL, visible illumination light VL, and non-visible light IL
radiated from the respective light sources to the distal
end 112.
[0107] The light-receiving guide 122 is optically con-
nected to the imager 10 at the root section 111 and ex-
tends to the distal end 112. The light-receiving guide 122
can send the light (the reflected light of the visible illumi-
nation light VL, fluorescence FL, and the reflected light
of the non-visible light IL) received via a lens 123b at the
distal end 112 to the imager 10 connected to the root
portion 111.
[0108] The light sent to the imager 10 is separated by
an optical filter 12b. That is, the fluorescence FL and the
reflected light of the non-visible light IL pass through the
optical filter 12b and are received by a first imaging ele-
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ment 13a, and the reflected light of the excitation light EL
and the reflected light of the visible illumination light VL
are reflected by the optical filter 12b and are received by
a second imaging element 13b. The first imaging element
13a and the second imaging element 13b acquire a flu-
orescence image 41, a visible image 42, and a non-visible
image 43.
[0109] The fluorescent image 41, the visible image 42,
and the non-visible image 43 are acquired by an image
processor 32. Using an image selected by a selector 32g
(see FIG. 9), a tracking processor 32e (see FIG. 9) per-
forms moving-body tracking of a region of interest 51.
Furthermore, an analysis processor 32h (see FIG. 9) of
the image processor 32 analyzes the flow of a fluorescent
agent FA. The structure of the image processor 32 is
similar to that according to the first embodiment. The im-
age selection by the selector 32g, the moving-body track-
ing processing by the tracking processor 32e, and the
analysis processing by the analysis processor 32h are
similar to those according to the first embodiment. In the
image processor 32, the visible image 42 and the fluo-
rescent image 41 are synthesized by an image synthe-
sizer 32d. The image processor 32 outputs the visible
image 42, the fluorescent image 41, a synthetic image
44, and a screen image 45 including and a time intensity
curve 61 to a display 3.
[0110] The remaining structures of the second embod-
iment are similar to those of the first embodiment.
[0111] In the second embodiment, the light source 11
(the first light source 11a, the second light source 11b,
and the third light source 11c) may be incorporated in
the distal end 112 of the cable 120. In this case, instead
of the light-sending guide 121, a connecting wire that
electrically connects the light source 11 to the main body
30 is provided in the cable 120. Similarly, the imager 10
(the first imaging element 13a and the second imaging
element 13b) may be incorporated in the distal end 112
of the cable 120. In this case, instead of the light-receiving
guide 122, a connecting wire that electrically connects
the imager 10 to the main body 30 is provided in the cable
120.

(Advantageous Effects of Second Embodiment)

[0112] According to the second embodiment, the fol-
lowing advantageous effects are achieved.
[0113] In the endoscopic device 110, the distal end 112
moves and cannot keep a distance from the observation
site constant (the radiation intensity of the illumination
light to the observation site cannot be controlled), and
thus there is a possibility that the reflected light of the
visible illumination light VL is strongly incorporated in the
visible image 42, and luminescent spots BS occur. There-
fore, in the second embodiment, even when capturing of
the visible image 42 and moving-body tracking are per-
formed at the same time, incorporation of the luminescent
points BS in the nonvisible image 43 due to reflection of
the visible illumination light VL can be significantly re-

duced or prevented, similarly to the first embodiment.
Furthermore, the moving-body tracking of the region of
interest 51 set in the image is performed based on the
contrasting non-visible image 43 in which the observation
site and the other sites are distinguishable such that the
region of interest 51 can be detected from the image with-
out administering the fluorescent agent FA. Consequent-
ly, the region of interest 51 can be detected using the
non-visible image 43 in which the influence of the reflect-
ed light is significantly reduced or prevented without ad-
ministering the fluorescent agent FA, and thus even when
the fluorescent imaging device 200 is used for endoscop-
ic surgery, for example, the moving-body tracking
processing can be performed with a high degree of ac-
curacy by the fluorescent imaging device 200.
[0114] According to the second embodiment, as de-
scribed above, the fluorescent imaging device 200 in-
cludes the endoscopic device 110 including the light
source 11 and the imager 10. Accordingly, even when
fluorescent imaging is performed in the body of the sub-
ject, the moving-body tracking of the region of interest
51 can be performed using the non-visible image 43. In
the case of the endoscopic device 110, not only the region
of interest 51 in the subject but also the endoscope itself
moves in the subject. Thus the moving-body tracking of
the region of interest 51 including an observation site that
cannot be recognized in the visible image 42 can be per-
formed, and thus even when endoscopic biopsy is per-
formed, for example, the fluorescent imaging device 200
including the endoscopic device 110 is particularly useful.
[0115] The remaining advantageous effects of the sec-
ond embodiment are similar to those of the first embod-
iment.

[Modified Examples]

[0116] The embodiments disclosed this time must be
considered as illustrative in all points and not restrictive.
The scope of the present invention is not shown by the
above description of the embodiments but by the scope
of claims for patent, and all modifications (modified ex-
amples) within the meaning and scope equivalent to the
scope of claims for patent are further included.
[0117] For example, while the analysis processor 32h
that analyzes the flow of the fluorescent agent FA is pro-
vided in each of the aforementioned first and second em-
bodiments, the present invention is not restricted to this.
According to the present invention, the analysis proces-
sor 32h may not be provided. The moving-body tracking
is useful not only to analyze the flow of the fluorescent
agent FA but also to specify an excision site on an image
at the time of biopsy and to specify a treatment site, for
example.
[0118] While as the analysis of the flow of the fluores-
cent agent FA, the analysis processor 32h generates the
time intensity curve 61 of the fluorescence in each of the
aforementioned first and second embodiments, the
present invention is not restricted to this. The analysis
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processor 32h may alternatively perform any analysis
processing other than generation of the time intensity
curve 61 as long as processing of analyzing the flow of
the fluorescent agent is performed by image analysis.
[0119] While the tracking processor 32e performs the
moving-body tracking of the region of interest 51 based
on the fluorescent image 41 in addition to the non-visible
image 43 in each of the aforementioned first and second
embodiments, the present invention is not restricted to
this. The tracking processor 32e may alternatively per-
form the moving-body tracking based on only one of the
fluorescent image 41, the visible image 42, and the non-
visible image 43.
[0120] While the tracking processor 32e switches the
image used for moving-body tracking to the non-visible
image 43 or the fluorescent image 41 based on the pixel
value in each of the aforementioned first and second em-
bodiments, the present invention is not restricted to this.
The tracking processor 32e may not switch the image
used for moving-body tracking. The tracking processor
32e may alternatively perform moving-body tracking us-
ing both the non-visible image 43 and the fluorescent
image 41. A synthetic image of the non-visible image 43
and the fluorescent image 41 may alternatively be cre-
ated, and the moving-body tracking may alternatively be
performed on the synthetic image. When the tracking
processor 32e switches the image used for moving-body
tracking, switching may alternatively be performed based
on information other than the pixel value.
[0121] While the tracking processor 32e performs
moving-body tracking by template matching in each of
the aforementioned first and second embodiments, the
present invention is not restricted to this. Any method
other than template matching may alternatively be used
as a method for the moving-body tracking by the tracking
processor 32e. For example, the region of interest 51 set
in the image may alternatively be detected by machine
learning without using the template image 52.
[0122] While the tracking processor 32e performs
processing of updating the template image 52 in each of
the aforementioned first and second embodiments, the
present invention is not restricted to this. The tracking
processor 32e may not update the template image 52.
For example, the tracking processor 32e may alterna-
tively use only the image of the region of interest 51 ini-
tially specified by the user as the template image 52.
When a slightly deformed site of the subject P is the re-
gion of interest 51, the region of interest 51 can be ac-
curately detected without updating the template image
52.
[0123] While the third light source 11c radiates the non-
visible light IL in the near-infrared wavelength range in
each of the aforementioned first and second embodi-
ments, the present invention is not restricted to this. The
third light source 11c may alternatively radiate infrared
light not in the near-infrared wavelength range as the
non-visible light IL. Furthermore, the third light source
11c may alternatively radiate the non-visible light IL hav-

ing a wavelength in an ultraviolet range on the short
wavelength side relative to the visible wavelength range.
As described above, the wavelength of the non-visible
light IL need only be a wavelength having different ab-
sorption characteristics or reflection characteristics be-
tween the observation site in the region of interest and
the other sites of the subject, and thus the feature amount
with which the observation site in the region of interest
is identified can be extracted by image processing.
[0124] While the third light source 11c radiates the non-
visible light IL in the wavelength range that overlaps with
the wavelength of the fluorescence FL in each of the
aforementioned first and second embodiments, the
present invention is not restricted to this. The non-visible
light IL and the fluorescence FL may alternatively have
different peak wavelengths, and the wavelength ranges
may not overlap with each other. Furthermore, the fluo-
rescent image 41 and the non-visible image 43 may not
be captured by the common first imaging element 13a.
In this case, as in a first modified example shown in FIG.
17, a fluorescence imaging element 301, a visible light
imaging element 302, and a non-visible light imaging el-
ement 303 may be separately provided. In the first mod-
ified example, a first optical filter 304 that separates vis-
ible light (including excitation light EL and the illumination
light of shadowless lamps 2, for example) and non-visible
light (including fluorescence FL and non-visible light IL)
and a second optical filter 305 that separates the fluo-
rescence FL and the non-visible light IL are provided.
[0125] In addition to this, as in a second modified ex-
ample shown in FIG. 18, a fluorescence filter 311 that
selectively transmits light in the wavelength range of flu-
orescence FL, a visible light filter 312 that selectively
transmits light in the wavelength range of visible illumi-
nation light VL, and a non-visible light filter 313 that se-
lectively transmits light in the wavelength range of non-
visible light IL may be provided, and these filters may be
alternately moved on the optical path of a common (sin-
gle) imaging element 310. Thus, each of a fluorescent
image 41, a visible image 42, and a non-visible image
43 can be captured by the common imaging element 310.
[0126] While the tracking processor 32e receives
specification of the region of interest 51 on the visible
image 42 in each of the aforementioned first and second
embodiments, the present invention is not restricted to
this. The tracking processor 32e may alternatively re-
ceive specification of the region of interest 51 on an image
(the fluorescent image 41, the non-visible image 43, or
the synthetic image 44) other than the visible image 42.
[0127] While the fluorescent imaging device includes
the selector 32g that selects an image used for moving-
body tracking from among the fluorescent image 41, the
non-visible image 43, and the visible image 42 in each
of the aforementioned first and second embodiments,
the present invention is not restricted to this. According
to the present invention, the fluorescent imaging device
may not include the selector 32g. That is, the fluorescent
imaging device may alternatively perform moving-body
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tracking based on one or more images preset from the
fluorescent image 41, the non-visible image 43 and the
visible image 42. In this case, one or more preset images
include at least the non-visible image 43.

Claims

1. A fluorescent imaging device comprising:

a light source unit (11) including a first light
source (11a) for radiating excitation light (EL)
for a fluorescent agent (FA) administered to a
subject (P), a second light source (11b) for ra-
diating visible illumination light (VL) in a visible
wavelength range, and a third light source (11c)
for radiating non-visible light (IL) outside the vis-
ible wavelength range;
an imager (10) including an optical filter (12b),
the optical filter being configured to separate
light in the visible wavelength range from both
fluorescence (FL) outside the visible wavelength
range excited by the excitation light and the non-
visible light, the imager being configured to cap-
ture a fluorescent image (41) based on the flu-
orescence, a visible image (42) based on reflect-
ed light of the visible illumination light, and a non-
visible image (43) based on reflected light of the
non-visible light; and
a tracking processor (32e) that is operable to
perform moving-body tracking for a region of in-
terest (51) that is set in an image based on at
least the non-visible image.

2. The fluorescent imaging device according to claim
1, wherein the tracking processor is operable to per-
form the moving-body tracking for the region of in-
terest based on the fluorescent image in addition to
the non-visible image.

3. The fluorescent imaging device according to claim
1 or 2, wherein the tracking processor is operable to
perform the moving-body tracking for the region of
interest based on the non-visible image before ad-
ministration of the fluorescent agent to the subject,
and is operable to perform the moving-body tracking
for the region of interest based on the non-visible
image or the fluorescent image after the administra-
tion of the fluorescent agent.

4. The fluorescent imaging device according to claim
1 or 2, further comprising a selector (32g) for select-
ing an image that is used for the moving-body
tracking , the image being one of the fluorescent im-
age, the non-visible image, and the visible image.

5. The fluorescent imaging device according to any of
claims 1 to 4, further comprising an analysis proces-

sor (32h) for analyzing flow of the fluorescent agent
that is to pass through the region of interest in the
fluorescent image based on the result of the moving-
body tracking.

6. The fluorescent imaging device according to claim
5, wherein the analysis processor is operable to gen-
erate a time intensity curve (61) of the fluorescence
generated as a result of the flow of the fluorescent
agent through the region of interest in the fluorescent
image.

7. The fluorescent imaging device according to claim
4, wherein the selector is operable to switch the im-
age used for the moving-body tracking from the flu-
orescent image, the visible image, or the non-visible
image during the moving-body tracking by the track-
ing processor.

8. The fluorescent imaging device according to claim
3, wherein the tracking processor is operable to use
the non-visible image as an image used for the mov-
ing-body tracking at least before the administration
of the fluorescent agent and is operable to switch
the image used for the moving-body tracking to the
fluorescent image based on a pixel value.

9. The fluorescent imaging device according to any of
claims 1 to 8, wherein the third light source is con-
figured to radiate the non-visible light in a near-infra-
red wavelength range.

10. The fluorescent imaging device according to any of
claims 1 to 9, wherein
the third light source is configured to radiate the non-
visible light in a wavelength range that overlaps with
a wavelength of the fluorescence, and
the imager includes a first imaging element (13a) for
capturing the fluorescent image and the non-visible
image and a second imaging element (13b) for cap-
turing the visible image.

11. The fluorescent imaging device according to any of
claims 1 to 10, wherein the third light source is con-
figured to radiate the non-visible light, which sub-
stantially excludes a wavelength range of light of a
fluorescent lamp.

12. The fluorescent imaging device according to any of
claims 1 to 11, wherein the tracking processor is op-
erable to perform the moving-body tracking of the
region of interest via template matching performed
between an image portion contained in an image and
a template image (52) .

13. The fluorescent imaging device according to claim
12, wherein the tracking processor is operable to per-
form processing of updating the template image with
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a captured image.

14. The fluorescent imaging device according to any of
claims 1 to 13, wherein
the imager is configured to capture the fluorescent
image, the visible image, and the non-visible image
in the same field of view, and
the tracking processor is operable to perform the
moving-body tracking of the region of interest of at
least the non-visible image at the same position as
that of the region of interest received on the visible
image.

15. The fluorescent imaging device according to any of
claims 1 to 14, further comprising an endoscopic de-
vice (110) in which the light source unit and the im-
ager are provided.
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