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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR FINGERPRINT UNLOCKING

(57) A method for fingerprint unlocking is applied to
an electronic device (11) equipped with a touch screen
(12) and a fingerprint sensor, the electronic device (11)
is configured to detect a pressure value applied on the
touch screen by an object and a contact position of the
object with the touch screen, and the fingerprint sensor
is disposed in the touch screen and forms a fingerprint
response area at a corresponding position of the touch
screen. The method includes: when it is detected the

pressure value is larger than a preset threshold and the
contact position is located in the fingerprint response ar-
ea, waking up (S201) the fingerprint recognition function
of the electronic device; collecting (S202) the texture in-
formation of the object by the fingerprint sensor; matching
the texture information with pre-stored reference finger-
print information; when the matching is successful, per-
forming an unlocking operation on the electronic device
(S203).



EP 3 525 123 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to the technical
field of fingerprint recognition, and in particular, relates
to a method and apparatus for fingerprint unlocking.

BACKGROUND

[0002] With the continuous development of terminal
technologies, the security of terminals is also constantly
improving. For example, in order to protect user privacy
properly, a terminal provides a password protection func-
tion, and the terminal is unlocked when the password
entered by a user is detected to match an unlock pass-
word.
[0003] In the related art, the password protection func-
tion provided by the terminal supports biometric-based
passwords such as fingerprint passwords, face pass-
words, and the like. Taking the password protection func-
tion provided by the terminal supporting the fingerprint
password as an example, the terminal scans user finger-
print information through a fingerprint sensor, and match-
es the scanned user fingerprint information with pre-
stored fingerprint information. If the matching is success-
ful, the terminal is unlocked, and if the matching is un-
successful, the terminal prompts password input error.

SUMMARY

[0004] The embodiments of the present disclosure pro-
vide a method and apparatus for fingerprint unlocking to
avoid power consumption caused by waking up the sys-
tem due to an unintended touch.
[0005] According to a first aspect of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, there is provided a method for
fingerprint unlocking, applied to an electronic device
equipped with a touch screen and a fingerprint sensor,
wherein the electronic device is configured to detect a
pressure value applied on the touch screen by an object
and a contact position of the object with the touch screen,
and the fingerprint sensor is disposed in the touch screen
and forms a fingerprint response area at a corresponding
position of the touch screen. The method includes: when
it is detected that the pressure value is larger than a pre-
set threshold and the contact position is located in the
fingerprint response area, waking up a fingerprint recog-
nition function of the electronic device; collecting texture
information of the object via the fingerprint sensor; and
matching the texture information with pre-stored refer-
ence fingerprint information; and when the matching is
successful, performing an unlocking operation on the
electronic device.
[0006] According to a second aspect of the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, there is provided an elec-
tronic device. The electronic device includes a processor;
a memory for storing instructions executable by proces-

sor; and a touch screen and a fingerprint sensor, wherein
the electronic device is configured to detect a pressure
value applied on the touch screen by an object and a
contact position of the object with the touch screen, and
the fingerprint sensor is disposed in the touch screen and
forming a fingerprint response area at a corresponding
position of the touch screen. The processor is configured
to: when it is detected that the pressure value is larger
than a preset threshold and the contact position is located
in the fingerprint response area, wake up a fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device; collect tex-
ture information of the object with the fingerprint sensor;
and match the texture information with pre-stored refer-
ence fingerprint information, and when the matching is
successful, perform an unlocking operation on the elec-
tronic device.
[0007] According to a third aspect of the embodiments
of the present disclosure, there is provided a computer-
readable storage medium storing instructions, for use in
an electronic device equipped with a touch screen and
a fingerprint sensor, wherein the electronic device is con-
figured to detect a pressure value applied on the touch
screen by an object and a contact position of the object
with the touch screen, and the fingerprint sensor is dis-
posed in the touch screen and forms a fingerprint re-
sponse area at a corresponding position of the touch
screen, and wherein the instructions are executed by a
processor of the electronic device to cause the electronic
device to perform the method of the above first aspect.
[0008] It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following detailed description
are exemplary and explanatory only and are not restric-
tive of the disclosure, as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] The accompanying drawings, which are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, il-
lustrate embodiments consistent with the disclosure and,
together with the description, serve to explain the princi-
ples of the disclosure.

Fig. 1 is an application scenario diagram of a method
for fingerprint unlocking according to an exemplary
embodiment.
Fig. 2 is a flow chart of a method for fingerprint un-
locking according to an exemplary embodiment.
Fig. 3 is a flow chart of a method for fingerprint un-
locking according to another exemplary embodi-
ment.
Fig. 4 is a flow chart of a method for fingerprint un-
locking according to another exemplary embodi-
ment.
Fig. 5 is a flow chart of a method for fingerprint un-
locking according to another exemplary embodi-
ment.
Fig. 6A is a block diagram of an apparatus for fin-
gerprint unlocking according to an exemplary em-
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bodiment.
Fig. 6B is a block diagram of an apparatus for fin-
gerprint unlocking according to another exemplary
embodiment.
Fig. 6C is a block diagram of an apparatus for fin-
gerprint unlocking according to another exemplary
embodiment.
Fig. 6D is a block diagram of an apparatus for fin-
gerprint unlocking according to another exemplary
embodiment.
Fig. 6E is a block diagram of an apparatus for fin-
gerprint unlocking according to another exemplary
embodiment.
Fig. 6F is a block diagram of an apparatus for finger-
print unlocking according to another exemplary em-
bodiment.
Fig. 7 is a block diagram of an apparatus for finger-
print unlocking according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] Reference will now be made in detail to exem-
plary embodiments, examples of which are illustrated in
the accompanying drawings. The following description
refers to the accompanying drawings in which the same
numbers in different drawings represent the same or sim-
ilar elements unless otherwise represented. The imple-
mentations set forth in the following description of exem-
plary embodiments do not represent all implementations
consistent with the disclosure. Instead, they are merely
examples of apparatuses and methods consistent with
aspects related to the disclosure as recited in the ap-
pended claims.
[0011] In the related art, the on-screen fingerprint rec-
ognition technology may detect whether a finger-like ob-
ject, including a finger and an object similar to the finger
that may be detected by a touch screen, contacts the
touch screen through the touch screen, and when it is
detected that a contact position of the finger-like object
and the touch screen is located in the fingerprint sensing
area, the operating system of the electronic device is
woken up (for example, the screen is lightened). After
waking up the operating system of the electronic device,
the pressure sensor may be activated to perform pres-
sure detection, and when the electronic device deter-
mines that the pressure parameter detected by the pres-
sure sensor meets the preset condition, the fingerprint
sensor is activated to perform fingerprint detection, and
then the electronic device performs fingerprint matching
based on the fingerprint information detected by the fin-
gerprint sensor, and determines whether to unlock the
electronic device according to the result of the fingerprint
matching. When the operating system of the electronic
device is woken up, the pressure sensor is also activated,
and if the electronic device determines that the pressure
parameter detected by the pressure sensor does not
meet the preset condition, it is determined that the user

does not intend to unlock the electronic device and the
fingerprint sensor is not activated. In this way, the power
consumption of waking up the system and activating the
pressure sensor is wasted. Therefore, the above-men-
tioned fingerprint unlocking method may cause the waste
of power consumption.
[0012] Moreover, the unlocking time is relatively long
during the above-mentioned unlocking process.
[0013] In order to solve the above technical problems,
embodiments of the present disclosure provide a method
and apparatus for fingerprint unlocking, so as to avoid
wasting power consumption and to shorten the time of
fingerprint unlocking.
[0014] Fig. 1 is an application scenario diagram of a
method for fingerprint unlocking according to an exem-
plary embodiment. The method for fingerprint unlocking
may be applied to an electronic device 11, and the elec-
tronic device 11 may be an electronic device with a fin-
gerprint recognition function, such as a smart phone, a
tablet computer, a PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), an
e-reader, a multimedia player, etc. The electronic device
11 is equipped with a touch screen 12 and a fingerprint
sensor (not shown), and the electronic device 11 is ca-
pable of detecting a pressure value applied on the touch
screen 12 by an object and a contact position of the object
with the touch screen 12. The fingerprint sensor is dis-
posed in the touch screen 12 and forms a fingerprint re-
sponse area 13 at a corresponding position of the touch
screen 12. The fingerprint sensor may be a fingerprint
sensor, an optical fingerprint sensor, an ultrasonic fin-
gerprint sensor, or the like. When a finger 14 contacts
the fingerprint response area 13, the fingerprint sensor
may collect fingerprint information of the finger 14 for
unlocking the electronic device.
[0015] Fig. 2 is a flow chart of a method for fingerprint
unlocking according to an exemplary embodiment. As
shown in Fig. 2, the method for fingerprint unlocking in-
cludes the following steps S201 to S203.
[0016] In step S201, when it is detected that the pres-
sure value is larger than a preset threshold and the con-
tact position is located in the fingerprint response area,
the fingerprint recognition function of the electronic de-
vice is woken up.
[0017] In an embodiment, when the electronic device
is in a sleep state, or when the touch screen is in a screen-
off state, it may be firstly detected in real time whether
the pressure value applied on the touch screen by the
object is larger than a preset threshold, and when the
pressure value applied on the touch screen by the object
is larger than the preset threshold, it is detected whether
the contact position of the object and the touch screen
is located in the fingerprint response area. When the con-
tact position of the object with the touch screen is detect-
ed to be located in the fingerprint response area, the fin-
gerprint recognition function of the electronic device is
woken up.
[0018] In another embodiment, when the electronic de-
vice is in the sleep state, or when the touch screen is in
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the off-screen state, it may be firstly detected in real time
whether the contact position of the object and the touch
screen is located in the fingerprint response area, when
the contact position of the object and the touch screen
is detected to be in the fingerprint response area, it is
detected whether the pressure value applied on the touch
screen by the object is larger than the preset threshold,
and when the pressure value applied on the touch screen
by the object is larger than the preset threshold, the fin-
gerprint recognition function of the electronic device is
woken up.
[0019] In another embodiment, when the electronic de-
vice is in the sleep state, or when the touch screen is in
the off-screen state, it may be detected in parallel whether
the pressure value applied on the touch screen by the
object is larger than the preset threshold and whether
the contact position of the object with the touch screen
is located in the fingerprint response area, and when it
is detected that the pressure value applied on the touch
screen by the object is larger than the preset threshold
and the contact position of the object with the touch
screen is located in the fingerprint response area, the
fingerprint recognition function of the electronic device is
woken up.
[0020] In an embodiment, waking up the fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device may be im-
plemented by the following two ways: (1) waking up firstly
the operating system of the electronic device, and then
activating the fingerprint sensor through the operating
system; (2) transmitting a wake-up instruction (such as
a hardware interrupt) through the pressure sensor or the
touch sensor to wake up the fingerprint sensor. This
wake-up manner has a short response time and may
reduce the time delay of the fingerprint unlocking.
[0021] In step S202, texture information of the object
is collected by the fingerprint sensor.
[0022] In the present embodiment, after the fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device is woken up,
the fingerprint sensor is activated to collect the texture
information of the object. If the object is the finger of a
user, the texture information is the fingerprint information.
[0023] In step S203, a matching is performed based
on the texture information with pre-stored reference fin-
gerprint information; and when the matching is success-
ful, an unlocking operation is performed on the electronic
device.
[0024] In the present embodiment, the electronic de-
vice matches the collected texture information with the
pre-stored reference fingerprint information, and per-
forms the unlocking operation on the electronic device
when the matching is successful.
[0025] In the present embodiment, before collecting
the texture information of the object by the fingerprint
sensor, only when it is detected that the pressure value
applied on the touch screen by the object is larger than
the preset threshold and the contact position of the object
and the touch screen is located in the fingerprint response
area, the finger recognition function of the electronic de-

vice is woken up. In this way, the following two situations
can be avoided: 1. the fingerprint recognition function is
woken up when the pressure value applied on the touch
screen by the object is larger than the preset threshold,
but the touch position is not in the fingerprint response
area, and it is unnecessary to activate the finger sensor
to collect the texture information to unlock the electronic
device; 2. the fingerprint recognition function is woken
up when the touch position is located in the fingerprint
response area, but the pressure value applied on the
touch screen by the object is less than or equal to the
preset threshold, and it is unnecessary to activate the
fingerprint sensor to collect the texture information of the
object to unlock the electronic device. Therefore, the
technical solutions provided by the embodiments of the
present disclosure can effectively avoid power consump-
tion caused by waking up the fingerprint recognition func-
tion by the unintended touch.
[0026] Fig. 3 is a flow chart of a method for fingerprint
unlocking according to another exemplary embodiment.
In the present embodiment, the touch screen includes a
touch sensor for detecting a contact position of the object
on the touch screen, and the electronic device further
includes a pressure sensor for detecting a pressure value
applied on the touch screen by the object. Based on the
embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the above step S201 in-
cludes the following steps S301 to S304.
[0027] In step S301, the pressure sensor detects at
least one pressure value applied on the touch screen by
the object.
[0028] In an embodiment, a pressure sensing range of
the pressure sensor may cover the fingerprint response
area without covering the entire touch screen. In the
present embodiment, the pressure sensor may be locat-
ed near the fingerprint response area, but is not limited
thereto. In another embodiment, the pressure sensing
range of the pressure sensor may also cover the entire
touch screen.
[0029] In an embodiment, the pressure sensor may be
a separate sensor, which may be located above the glass
cover in the touch screen module (a front surface of the
electronic device) or under the touch screen module. In
another embodiment, the pressure sensor may also be
integrated into the touch screen module.
[0030] In an embodiment, the touch screen may be a
touch screen with a single point touch function that may
detect one pressure value applied on the touch screen
by the object. In another embodiment, the touch screen
may be a touch screen with a multi-point touch function
that may detect two or more pressure values applied on
the touch screen by the objects.
[0031] In an embodiment, before step S301, the meth-
od may further include the following steps: when it is de-
tected that the touch screen is in a screen-off state or the
electronic device is in a sleep state, activating the pres-
sure sensor. That is, when the touch screen is in the off
state or the electronic device is in the sleep state, the
pressure sensor may be activated firstly to detect the
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pressure value applied on the touch screen by the object
in real time. For example, the pressure sensor continu-
ously detects the pressure values applied on the touch
screen by the object at a preset operating frequency. In
order to reduce power consumption, the pressure sensor
may operate at a relatively low operating frequency.
[0032] In step S302, when the pressure sensor detects
that a maximum pressure value of the at least one pres-
sure value is larger than the preset threshold, transmitting
a first interrupt signal to the touch sensor.
[0033] In the present embodiment, when the pressure
sensor detects that the maximum pressure value of the
at least one pressure value applied on the touch screen
by the object is larger than the preset threshold, the first
interrupt signal is transmitted to the touch sensor, and
the first interrupt signal is configured to trigger the touch
sensor to work. The time of activating the touch sensor
by the pressure sensor through the hardware interrupt is
generally less than the time of activating the touch sensor
by the operating system, so that the unlocking delay can
be reduced.
[0034] In step S303, after receiving the first interrupt
signal, the touch sensor detects the contact position of
the object with the touch screen.
[0035] In step S304, when the touch sensor detects
that the contact position is located in the fingerprint re-
sponse area, the fingerprint recognition function of the
electronic device is woken up.
[0036] In the present embodiment, the touch sensor
may cover the entire touch screen for detecting the con-
tact position of the object with the touch screen. After
receiving the first interrupt signal, the touch sensor may
start working to detect the contact position of the object
with the touch screen, and when it is detected that the
contact position is located in the fingerprint response ar-
ea, the fingerprint recognition function of the electronic
device is woken up.
[0037] In the present embodiment, when the touch
screen is in the off state or the electronic device is in the
sleep state, the pressure sensor is activated firstly to de-
tect at least one pressure value applied on the touch
screen by the object, and when a maximum pressure
value of the at least one pressure value is larger than the
preset threshold, the first interrupt signal is transmited to
the touch sensor to activate the touch sensor to detect
the contact position of the object with the touch screen.
When the contact position is located in the fingerprint
response area, the touch sensor wakes up the fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device. Since the
time of activating the touch sensor by the pressure sensor
through the hardware interrupt is generally less than the
time of activating the touch sensor by the operating sys-
tem, the fingerprint unlocking delay can be reduced.
[0038] Fig. 4 is a flow chart of a method for fingerprint
unlocking according to another exemplary embodiment.
In the present embodiment, the touch screen includes a
touch sensor for detecting a contact position of the object
on the touch screen, and the electronic device further

includes a pressure sensor for detecting a pressure value
applied on the touch screen by the object. Based on the
embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the above step S201 in-
cludes the following steps S401 to S404.
[0039] In step S401, the touch sensor detects the con-
tact position of the object with the touch screen.
[0040] In an embodiment, before step S401, the meth-
od may further include the following steps: when it is de-
tected that the touch screen is in a screen-off state or the
electronic device is in a sleep state, the touch sensor is
activated. That is, when the electronic device is in the off
state or the electronic device is in the sleep state, the
touch sensor may be activated firstly to detect the contact
position of the object with the touch screen in real time.
For example, the touch sensor continuously detects the
contact position of the object with the touch screen at a
preset operating frequency. To reduce the power con-
sumption, the touch sensor may operate at a relatively
low operating frequency.
[0041] In step S402, when the touch sensor detects
that the contact position is in the fingerprint response
area, a second interrupt signal is transmitted to the pres-
sure sensor.
[0042] In the present embodiment, when the touch
sensor detects that the above contact position is located
in the fingerprint response area, the second interrupt sig-
nal is transmited to the pressure sensor, and the second
interrupt signal is configured to trigger the pressure sen-
sor to work. The time of activating the pressure sensor
by the touch sensor through the hardware interrupt is
generally less than the time of activating the pressure
sensor to work by the operating system, in this way, the
fingerprint unlocking delay can be reduced.
[0043] In step S403, after receiving the second inter-
ruption signal, the pressure sensor detects at least one
pressure value applied on the touch screen by the object.
[0044] In an embodiment, the pressure sensing range
of the pressure sensor may cover the fingerprint re-
sponse area, rather than covering the entire touch
screen. In the present embodiment, the pressure sensor
may be located near the fingerprint response area, which
is not limited. In another embodiment, the pressure sens-
ing range of the pressure sensor may also cover the en-
tire touch screen.
[0045] In an embodiment, the pressure sensor may be
a separate sensor, which may be located above the glass
cover in the touch screen module (the front side of the
electronic device) or under the touch screen module. In
an embodiment, the pressure sensor may also be inte-
grated into the touch screen module.
[0046] In an embodiment, the touch screen may be a
touch screen with a single point touch function that may
detect one pressure value applied on the touch screen
by the object. In another embodiment, the touch screen
may be a touch screen with a multi-point touch function
that may detect two or more pressure values applied on
the touch screen by the object.
[0047] In step S404, when the pressure sensor detects
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that a maximum pressure value of the at least one pres-
sure value is larger than the preset threshold, the finger-
print recognition function of the electronic device is wok-
en up.
[0048] In the present embodiment, the pressure sen-
sor may only cover the fingerprint response area for de-
tecting the pressure value applied by the object to the
fingerprint response area on the touch screen, which can
reduce the cost of fingerprint unlocking.
[0049] In the present embodiment, the pressure sen-
sor may start working, after receiving the second interrupt
signal, to detect the pressure applied on the touch screen
by the object, and when the pressure is detected to be
larger than the preset threshold, wake up the fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device.
[0050] In the present embodiment, when the touch
screen is in the off state or the electronic device is in the
sleep state, the touch sensor is activated firstly to detect
the contact position of the object and the touch screen,
and when the contact position is detected to be located
in the fingerprint response area, the second interrupt is
transmitted to the pressure sensor to activate the pres-
sure sensor to detect at least one pressure value applied
on the touch screen by the object. When it is detected
that the maximum pressure value of the at least one pres-
sure value is larger than the preset threshold, the finger-
print recognition function of the electronic device is wok-
en up. Since the time of activating the pressure sensor
by the touch sensor through the hardware interrupt is
generally less than the time of activating the pressure
sensor to work by the operating system, the fingerprint
unlocking delay can be reduced.
[0051] Fig. 5 is a flow chart of a method for fingerprint
unlocking according to another exemplary embodiment.
In the present embodiment, the electronic device further
includes a composite sensor capable of simultaneously
detecting the pressure value and the contact position.
Based on the embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the step S201
includes the following steps S501 to S502.
[0052] In step S501, the composite sensor detects at
least one pressure value applied on the touch screen by
the object and a contact position of the object with the
touch screen.
[0053] In step S502, when the composite sensor de-
tects that the maximum pressure value of the at least one
pressure value is larger than the preset threshold and
the contact position is located in the fingerprint response
area, the fingerprint recognition function of the electronic
device is woken up.
[0054] In an embodiment, the composite sensor may
be a device that integrates with a pressure sensor and a
touch sensor. In another embodiment, the composite
sensor may be a resistive touch screen, which may
achieve the functions of detecting the pressure value and
the contact position simultaneously.
[0055] In an embodiment, when the touch screen is in
the off state or the electronic device is in the sleep state,
the composite sensor may be activated to detect the at

least one pressure value applied on the touch screen by
the object and the contact position of the object with the
touch screen in real time. For example, the composite
sensor may continuously detect at least one pressure
value applied on the touch screen by the object and the
contact position of the object with the touch screen at a
preset operating frequency. In order to reduce power
consumption, the composite sensor may operate at a
relatively low operating frequency.
[0056] In the present embodiment, when the compos-
ite sensor detects the maximum pressure value of the at
least one pressure value applied on the touch screen by
the object is larger than a preset threshold and the contact
position of the object and the touch screen is located in
the fingerprint response area, the fingerprint recognition
of the electronic device is woken up. Since the detection
of the contact position of the object on the touch screen
and the detection of the pressure value applied on the
touch screen by the object are performed in parallel, the
fingerprint unlocking delay can be reduced.
[0057] Fig. 6A is a block diagram of an apparatus for
fingerprint unlocking according to an exemplary embod-
iment. The apparatus is applied to an electronic device.
The electronic device is equipped with a touch screen
and a fingerprint sensor, and capable of detecting a pres-
sure value applied on the touch screen by the object and
a contact position of the object with the touch screen.
The fingerprint sensor is disposed in the touch screen
and forms a fingerprint response area at a corresponding
position of the touch screen. As shown in Fig. 6A, the
apparatus includes: a wake-up module 61, a collecting
module 62, and a matching module 63.
[0058] The wake-up module 61 is configured to, when
it is detected that the pressure value is larger than the
preset threshold and the contact position is located in the
fingerprint response area, wake up the fingerprint recog-
nition function of the electronic device.
[0059] The collecting module 62 is configured to collect
texture information of the object by the fingerprint sensor.
[0060] The matching module 63 is configured to match
the texture information with pre-stored reference finger-
print information; and when the matching is successful,
perform an unlocking operation on the electronic device.
[0061] Fig. 6B is a block diagram of an apparatus for
fingerprint unlocking according to an exemplary embod-
iment. The touch screen includes a touch sensor, and
the electronic device further includes a pressure sensor.
As shown in Fig. 6B, the wake-up module 61 includes: a
first detecting submodule 611, a first transmitting sub-
module 612, a second detecting submodule 613, and a
first wake-up submodule 614.
[0062] The first detecting submodule 611 is configured
to detect at least one pressure value applied on the touch
screen by the object with the pressure sensor.
[0063] The first transmitting submodule 612 is config-
ured to, when the pressure sensor detects that a maxi-
mum pressure value of the at least one pressure value
is larger than the preset threshold, transmit a first interrupt
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signal to the touch sensor.
[0064] The second detecting submodule 613 is config-
ured to, after the touch sensor receives the first interrupt
signal, detect the contact position of the object with the
touch screen.
[0065] The first wake-up submodule 614 is configured
to, when the touch sensor detects that the contact posi-
tion is located in the fingerprint response area, wake up
the fingerprint recognition function of the electronic de-
vice.
[0066] Fig. 6C is a block diagram of an apparatus for
fingerprint unlocking according to an exemplary embod-
iment. As shown in Fig 6C, the wake-up module 61 further
includes: a first activation submodule 615.
[0067] The first activation submodule 615 is configured
to, when it is detected that the touch screen is in a screen-
off state or the electronic device is in a sleep state, acti-
vate the pressure sensor.
[0068] Fig. 6D is a block diagram of an apparatus for
fingerprint unlocking according to an exemplary embod-
iment. The touch screen includes a touch sensor, and
the electronic device further includes a pressure sensor.
As shown in Fig. 6D, the wake-up module 61 includes:
a third detecting submodule 616, a second transmitting
submodule 617, a fourth detecting submodule 618, and
a second wake-up submodule 619.
[0069] The third detecting submodule 616 is config-
ured to detect the contact position of the object with the
touch screen by the touch sensor.
[0070] The second transmitting submodule 617 is con-
figured to, when the touch sensor detects that the contact
position is located in the fingerprint response area, trans-
mit a second interrupt signal to the pressure sensor.
[0071] The fourth detecting submodule 618 is config-
ured to, after the pressure sensor receives the second
interrupt signal, detect at least one pressure value ap-
plied on the touch screen by the object.
[0072] The second wake-up submodule 619 is config-
ured to, when the pressure sensor detects that a maxi-
mum pressure value of the at least one pressure value
is larger than the preset threshold, wake up the fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device.
[0073] Fig. 6E is a block diagram of an apparatus for
fingerprint unlocking according to an exemplary embod-
iment. As shown in Fig. 6E, the wake-up module 61 fur-
ther includes: a second activation submodule 610.
[0074] The second activation submodule 610 is con-
figured to, when it is detected that the touch screen is in
a screen-off state or the electronic device is in a sleep
state, activate the touch sensor.
[0075] Fig. 6F is a block diagram of an apparatus for
fingerprint unlocking according to an exemplary embod-
iment. The electronic device also includes a composite
sensor capable of simultaneously detecting the pressure
value and the contact position. As shown in Fig. 6F, the
wake-up module 61 includes: a fifth detecting submodule
641 and a third wake-up submodule 642.
[0076] The fifth detecting submodule 641 is configured

to detect, by the composite sensor, at least one pressure
value applied on the touch screen by the object and the
contact position of the object with the touch screen.
[0077] The third wake-up submodule 642 is configured
to, when the composite sensor detects that a maximum
pressure value of the at least one pressure value is larger
than the preset threshold and the contact position is lo-
cated in the fingerprint response area, wake up the finger
recognition function of the electronic device.
[0078] With respect to the apparatuses in the above
embodiments, the specific manners for performing oper-
ations of processor therein have been described in detail
in the embodiments regarding the methods, which will
not be repeated herein.
[0079] Fig. 7 is a block diagram of an apparatus 700
for fingerprint unlocking according to an exemplary em-
bodiment. For example, the apparatus 700 may be a mo-
bile phone, a computer, a digital broadcast terminal, a
messaging apparatus, a gaming console, a tablet, a med-
ical apparatus, exercise equipment, a personal digital as-
sistant, and the like.
[0080] Referring to Fig. 7, the apparatus 700 may in-
clude one or more of the following components: a
processing component 702, a memory 704, a power
component 706, a multimedia component 708, an audio
component 710, an input/output (I/O) interface 712, a
sensor component 714, and a communication compo-
nent 716.
[0081] The processing component 702 typically con-
trols overall operations of the apparatus 700, such as the
operations associated with display, telephone calls, data
communications, camera operations, and recording op-
erations. The processing component 702 may include
one or more processors 720 to execute instructions to
perform all or part of the steps in the above described
methods. Moreover, the processing component 702 may
include one or more modules which facilitate the interac-
tion between the processing component 702 and other
components. For instance, the processing component
702 may include a multimedia module to facilitate the
interaction between the multimedia component 708 and
the processing component 702.
[0082] The memory 704 is configured to store various
types of data to support the operation of the apparatus
700. Examples of such data include instructions for any
applications or methods operated on the apparatus 700,
contact data, phonebook data, messages, pictures, vid-
eo, etc. The memory 704 may be implemented using any
type of volatile or non-volatile memory apparatuses, or
a combination thereof, such as a static random access
memory (SRAM), an electrically erasable programmable
read-only memory (EEPROM), an erasable programma-
ble read-only memory (EPROM), a programmable read-
only memory (PROM), a read-only memory (ROM), a
magnetic memory, a flash memory, a magnetic or optical
disk.
[0083] The power component 706 provides power to
various components of the apparatus 700. The power
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component 706 may include a power management sys-
tem, one or more power sources, and any other compo-
nents associated with the generation, management, and
distribution of power in the apparatus 700.
[0084] The multimedia component 708 includes a
screen providing an output interface between the appa-
ratus 700 and the user. In some embodiments, the screen
may include a liquid crystal display (LCD) and a touch
panel (TP). If the screen includes the touch panel, the
screen may be implemented as a touch screen to receive
input signals from the user. The touch panel includes one
or more touch sensors to sense touches, swipes, and
gestures on the touch panel. The touch sensors may not
only sense a boundary of a touch or swipe action, but
also sense a period of time and a pressure associated
with the touch or swipe action. In some embodiments,
the multimedia component 708 includes a front camera
and/or a rear camera. The front camera and the rear cam-
era may receive an external multimedia datum while the
apparatus 700 is in an operation mode, such as a pho-
tographing mode or a video mode. Each of the front cam-
era and the rear camera may be a fixed optical lens sys-
tem or have focus and optical zoom capability.
[0085] The audio component 710 is configured to out-
put and/or input audio signals. For example, the audio
component 710 includes a microphone (MIC) configured
to receive an external audio signal when the apparatus
700 is in an operation mode, such as a call mode, a re-
cording mode, and a voice recognition mode. The re-
ceived audio signal may be further stored in the memory
704 or transmitted via the communication component
716. In some embodiments, the audio component 710
further includes a speaker to output audio signals.
[0086] The I/O interface 712 provides an interface be-
tween the processing component 702 and peripheral in-
terface modules, such as a keyboard, a click wheel, but-
tons, and the like. The buttons may include, but are not
limited to, a home button, a volume button, a starting
button, and a locking button.
[0087] The sensor component 714 includes one or
more sensors to provide status assessments of various
aspects of the apparatus 700. For instance, the sensor
component 714 may detect an open/closed status of the
apparatus 700, relative positioning of components, e.g.,
the display and the keypad, of the apparatus 700, a
change in position of the apparatus 700 or a component
of the apparatus 700, a presence or absence of user
contact with the apparatus 700, an orientation or an ac-
celeration/deceleration of the apparatus 700, and a
change in temperature of the apparatus 700. The sensor
component 714 may include a proximity sensor config-
ured to detect the presence of nearby objects without
any physical contact. The sensor component 714 may
also include a light sensor, such as a CMOS or CCD
image sensor, for use in imaging applications. In some
embodiments, the sensor component 714 may also in-
clude an accelerometer sensor, a gyroscope sensor, a
magnetic sensor, a pressure sensor, or a temperature

sensor.
[0088] The communication component 716 is config-
ured to facilitate communication, wired or wirelessly, be-
tween the apparatus 700 and other apparatus. The ap-
paratus 700 may access a wireless network based on a
communication standard, such as WiFi, 2G, or 3G, or a
combination thereof. In one exemplary embodiment, the
communication component 716 receives a broadcast
signal or broadcast associated information from an ex-
ternal broadcast management system via a broadcast
channel. In one exemplary embodiment, the communi-
cation component 716 further includes a near field com-
munication (NFC) module to facilitate short-range com-
munications. For example, the NFC module may be im-
plemented based on a radio frequency identification
(RFID) technology, an infrared data association (IrDA)
technology, an ultra-wideband (UWB) technology, a
Bluetooth (BT) technology, and other technologies.
[0089] In exemplary embodiments, the apparatus 700
may be implemented with one or more application spe-
cific integrated circuits (ASICs), digital signal processors
(DSPs), digital signal processing apparatuses (DSPDs),
programmable logic apparatuses (PLDs), field program-
mable gate arrays (FPGAs), controllers, micro-control-
lers, microprocessors, or other electronic components,
for performing the above described methods.
[0090] In exemplary embodiments, there is also pro-
vided a non-transitory computer-readable storage medi-
um including instructions, such as included in the mem-
ory 704, executable by the processor 720 in the appara-
tus 700, for performing the above-described methods.
For example, the non-transitory computer-readable stor-
age medium may be a ROM, a RAM, a CD-ROM, a mag-
netic tape, a floppy disc, an optical data storage appara-
tus, and the like.
Other embodiments of the disclosure will be apparent to
those skilled in the art from consideration of the specifi-
cation and practice of the disclosure disclosed here. This
application is intended to cover any variations, uses, or
adaptations of the disclosure following the general prin-
ciples thereof and including such departures from the
present disclosure as come within known or customary
practice in the art. It is intended that the specification and
examples be considered as exemplary only, with a true
scope of the invention being indicated by the following
claims.

Claims

1. A method for fingerprint unlocking, applied to an
electronic device equipped with a touch screen and
a fingerprint sensor, wherein the electronic device is
configured to detect a pressure value applied on the
touch screen by an object and a contact position of
the object with the touch screen, and the fingerprint
sensor is disposed in the touch screen and forms a
fingerprint response area at a corresponding posi-
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tion of the touch screen, the method comprising:

when it is detected that the pressure value is
larger than a preset threshold and the contact
position is located in the fingerprint response ar-
ea, waking up (S201) a fingerprint recognition
function of the electronic device;
collecting (S202) texture information of the ob-
ject via the fingerprint sensor; and
matching the texture information with pre-stored
reference fingerprint information; and when the
matching is successful, performing an unlocking
operation on the electronic device (S203).

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the touch
screen includes a touch sensor, and the electronic
device further includes a pressure sensor, the wak-
ing up (S201) the fingerprint recognition function of
the electronic device when it is detected that the
pressure value is larger than the preset threshold
and the contact position is located in the fingerprint
response area comprising:

detecting (S301), via the pressure sensor, at
least one pressure value applied on the touch
screen by the object;
when the pressure sensor detects that a maxi-
mum pressure value of the at least one pressure
value is larger than the preset threshold, trans-
mitting (S302), a first interrupt signal to the touch
sensor;
after receiving the first interrupt signal, detecting
(S303), via the touch sensor, the contact posi-
tion of the object with the touch screen; and
when the touch sensor detects that the contact
position is located in the fingerprint response ar-
ea, waking up (S304) the fingerprint recognition
function of the electronic device.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein before
detecting (S301), via the pressure sensor, the at
least one pressure value applied on the touch screen
by the object, the method further comprises:
when it is detected that the touch screen is in a
screen-off state or the electronic device is in a sleep
state, activating the pressure sensor.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the touch
screen includes a touch sensor, and the electronic
device further includes a pressure sensor, the wak-
ing up (S201) the fingerprint recognition function of
the electronic device when it is detected that the
pressure value is larger than the preset threshold
and the contact position is located in the fingerprint
response area comprising:

detecting (S401), via the touch sensor, the con-
tact position of the object with the touch screen;

when the touch sensor detects that the contact
position is in the fingerprint response area,
transmitting (S402) a second interrupt signal to
the pressure sensor;
after receiving the second interruption signal,
detecting (S403), via the pressure sensor, at
least one pressure value applied on the touch
screen by the object; and
when the pressure sensor detects that a maxi-
mum pressure value of the at least one pressure
value is larger than the preset threshold, waking
up (S404) the fingerprint recognition function of
the electronic device.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein before
detecting (S401), via the touch sensor, the contact
position of the object with the touch screen, the meth-
od further comprises:
when it is detected that the touch screen is in a
screen-off state or the electronic device is in a sleep
state, activating the pressure sensor.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic device further includes a composite sensor for
simultaneously detecting the pressure value and the
contact position, the waking up (S201) the fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device when it
is detected that the pressure value is larger than the
preset threshold and the contact position is located
in the fingerprint response area comprising:

detecting (S501), via the composite sensor, at
least one pressure value applied on the touch
screen by the object and the contact position of
the object with the touch screen; and
when the composite sensor detects that a max-
imum pressure value of the at least one pressure
value is larger than the preset threshold and the
contact position is located in the fingerprint re-
sponse area, waking up (S502) the fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device.

7. An electronic device, comprising:

a processor (720);
a memory (704) for storing instructions execut-
able by the processor (720); and
a touch screen (12) and a fingerprint sensor,
wherein the electronic device (11) is configured
to detect a pressure value applied on the touch
screen (12) by an object and a contact position
of the object with the touch screen (12), and the
fingerprint sensor is disposed in the touch
screen (12) and forming a fingerprint response
area at a corresponding position of the touch
screen (12); and
wherein the processor (720) is configured to:
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when it is detected that the pressure value
is larger than a preset threshold and the
contact position is located in the fingerprint
response area, wake up (S201) a fingerprint
recognition function of the electronic device
(11);
collect (S202) texture information of the ob-
ject via the fingerprint sensor; and
match (S203) the texture information with
pre-stored reference fingerprint informa-
tion; and when the matching is successful,
perform an unlocking operation on the elec-
tronic device (11).

8. The electronic device according to claim 7, wherein
the touch screen (12) comprises a touch sensor, the
electronic device (11) further comprises a pressure
sensor, and the processor (720) is further configured
to:

detect at least one pressure value applied on
the touch screen (12) by the object with the pres-
sure sensor;
when the pressure sensor detects that a maxi-
mum pressure value of the at least one pressure
value is larger than the preset threshold, trans-
mit a first interrupt signal to the touch sensor;
after the touch sensor receives the first interrupt
signal, detect the contact position of the object
with the touch screen; and
when the touch sensor detects that the contact
position is located in the fingerprint response ar-
ea, wake up the fingerprint recognition function
of the electronic device (11).

9. The electronic device according to claim 8, wherein
the processor (720) is further configured to:
when it is detected that the touch screen (12) is in a
screen-off state or the electronic device (11) is in a
sleep state, activate the pressure sensor.

10. The electronic device according to claim 7, wherein
the touch screen (12) comprises a touch sensor, the
electronic device (11) further comprises a pressure
sensor, and the processor (720) is further configured
to:

detect the contact position of the object with the
touch screen (12) by the touch sensor;
when the touch sensor detects that the contact
position is located in the fingerprint response ar-
ea, transmit a second interrupt signal to the pres-
sure sensor;
after the pressure sensor receives the second
interrupt signal, detect at least one pressure val-
ue applied on the touch screen (12) by the ob-
ject; and
when the pressure sensor detects that a maxi-

mum pressure value of the at least one pressure
value is larger than the preset threshold, wake
up the fingerprint recognition function of the
electronic device (11).

11. The electronic device according to claim 10, wherein
the processor (720) is further configured to:
when it is detected that the touch screen (12) is in a
screen-off state or the electronic device (11) is in a
sleep state, activate the touch sensor.

12. The electronic device according to claim 7, wherein
the electronic device (11) further comprises a com-
posite sensor for simultaneously detecting the pres-
sure value and the contact position, and the proces-
sor (720) is further configured to:

detect, by the composite sensor, at least one
pressure value applied on the touch screen (12)
by the object and the contact position of the ob-
ject with the touch screen; and
when the composite sensor detects that a max-
imum pressure value of the at least one pressure
value is larger than the preset threshold and the
contact position is located in the fingerprint re-
sponse area, wake up the fingerprint recognition
function of the electronic device (11).

13. A computer-readable storage medium storing in-
structions, for use in an electronic device (11)
equipped with a touch screen (12) and a fingerprint
sensor, wherein the electronic device (11) is config-
ured to detect a pressure value applied on the touch
screen (12) by an object and a contact position of
the object with the touch screen, and the fingerprint
sensor is disposed in the touch screen (12) and forms
a fingerprint response area at a corresponding po-
sition of the touch screen, and wherein the instruc-
tions are executed by a processor of the electronic
device (11) to cause the electronic device (11) to
perform a method for fingerprint unlocking according
to any one of claims 1-6.
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