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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This invention relates generally to devices for
interventional therapeutic treatment or vascular surgery
for treatment of defects in the vasculature, and more par-
ticularly concerns a system and method for delivering an
embolic coil to a treatment site in a vasculature of a pa-
tient, such as for treatment of aneurysms.
[0002] Aneurysms have been treated with external sur-
gically placed clips, detachable vasoocclusive balloons
and embolus generating vasoocclusive devices such as
one or more vasoocclusive coils, which are typically ei-
ther placed within a blood vessel to block the flow of blood
through a vessel making up that portion of the vasculature
through the formation of an embolus, or are placed within
an aneurysm stemming from the vessel to form such an
embolus within the aneurysm. Delivery of one or more
of such vasoocclusive coils has typically been accom-
plished by pushing them through a catheter to the target
site.
[0003] In one conventional technique, a conductive
guidewire delivers a high frequency current through the
guidewire to melt and sever a joint to detach an implanted
device from the guidewire. The patient is grounded during
the procedure, and current is introduced via the
guidewire, rather than with a two way current path.
[0004] Another device is known in which a device to
be implanted is detached by application of a high-fre-
quency current which melts and severs a resin that is
used to retain the device to be implanted until the device
is to be deployed. In another known device, an electro-
lytically severable link is dissolved by activation of a pow-
er source electrically coupled to the electrolytically sev-
erable link to detach the device to be implanted.
[0005] An apparatus for deployment of a micro-coil is
also known in which the micro-coil is detachably mounted
to the distal portion of a pusher by a tubular collar that
can be heated by an electrical resistance coil to expand
the collar and release and deploy the therapeutic device.
[0006] Such devices that release the interventional de-
vice by melting or dissolving the intermediate section be-
tween the catheter tip and implanted device may cause
thermal damage of surrounding tissues during detach-
ment that can cause embolization in the bloodstream,
and may also potentially release undesirable particles of
materials into the bloodstream that can also cause em-
bolization in the bloodstream.
[0007] In order to allow delivery and withdrawal of such
embolic coils, one known implant delivery assembly uti-
lizes a shape memory decoupling mechanism activated
when exposed to body temperature. A cooling solution
is flushed through the catheter during introduction and
placement of the implant in order to prevent premature
release of the implant prior to the time that the implant is
to be released. Another implant delivery assembly in-
cludes an electrical heating system for heating the cou-

pling mechanism to a temperature at which the shape
memory material returns to its original shape, to deploy
the implant.
[0008] A thermally activated occlusive implant delivery
system is also known in which a pusher includes a distal
coupling formed of shape memory material having differ-
ent configurations dependent upon temperature, that in-
terlocks with the implant in one configuration and that
releases the implant in another configuration.
[0009] In another device for releasing an embolic coil
inside an aneurysm, a coupling made of a shape memory
alloy is responsive to a change in temperature beyond a
predetermined transformation point so as to change the
shape of the coupling from a first configuration, in which
the coupling receives and holds the proximal end of the
coil, to a second configuration in which the coil can be
released from the coupling. An energy receiver is used
to heat the coupling to a temperature above the transfor-
mation point with laser or electrical energy received from
an external source.
[0010] WO 01/58366 discloses the preamble of claim
1.
[0011] There is a need for an improved apparatus for
deploying therapeutic interventional devices with a stra-
tegically placed heating element that provides direct,
even heating of a flexible shape memory polymer cou-
pling releasably retaining an embolic coil for delivery
when the heating element is energized, without causing
thermal damage to surrounding tissues, and without re-
leasing undesirable particles of materials into the blood-
stream and risking the formation of emboli in the blood-
stream. The present invention meets these and other
needs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0012] Briefly and in general terms, the present inven-
tion provides for a detachment system for delivering an
embolic coil to a treatment site in a vasculature of a pa-
tient, utilizing a resistive heating element contained within
an interior lumen of a distal portion of a flexible shape
memory polymer tube, and disposed longitudinally along
and in immediate contact with an inner wall surface of
the tubular wall of the distal portion of the flexible shape
memory polymer tube, to provide direct, even heating of
at least a substantial majority of the length of the distal
portion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube when
the resistive heating element is energized.
[0013] The present invention accordingly provides for
a detachment system for delivering an embolic coil to a
treatment site in a vasculature of a patient, including an
elongated, flexible shape memory polymer tube having
a longitudinal axis, a distal portion and a proximal portion.
The elongated, flexible shape memory polymer tube has
a tubular wall with an inner wall surface defining an inte-
rior lumen extending through the elongated, flexible
shape memory polymer tube between the distal portion
and the proximal portion of the elongated, flexible shape
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memory polymer tube. In a presently preferred aspect,
the distal portion of the elongated, flexible shape memory
polymer tube has an enlarged diameter configuration
with a permanent shape and reduced diameter configu-
ration with a temporary shape. The enlarged diameter
configuration of the distal portion of the elongated, flex-
ible shape memory polymer tube preferably has an en-
larged diameter with an inner diameter that is larger than
an outer diameter of the headpiece.
[0014] A therapeutic embolic coil is releasably mount-
ed to the distal portion of the elongated, flexible shape
memory polymer tube by a headpiece having a distal
portion attached to a proximal end of the embolic coil.
The proximal portion of the headpiece is advantageously
releasably attached within the distal portion of the elon-
gated, flexible shape memory polymer tube in the con-
figuration with a temporary shape. In a presently pre-
ferred aspect, the therapeutic embolic coil is a helical
embolic coil.
[0015] A resistive heating element is advantageously
contained within the interior lumen of the distal portion
of the flexible shape memory polymer tube, and is dis-
posed longitudinally along and in immediate contact with
the inner wall surface of the tubular wall of the distal por-
tion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube, to provide
direct, even heating of at least a substantial majority of
the length of the distal portion of the flexible shape mem-
ory polymer tube when the resistive heating element is
energized. The proximal portion of the headpiece and
the embolic coil attached thereto are releasable from the
distal portion of said elongated, flexible shape memory
polymer tube by heating of the distal portion of the elon-
gated, flexible shape memory polymer tube to cause the
distal portion of the elongated, flexible shape memory
polymer tube to change from the temporary shape having
a reduced diameter configuration to said enlarged diam-
eter configuration.
[0016] In a presently preferred aspect, two electrical
conductors extend through the interior lumen of the elon-
gated, flexible shape memory polymer tube and are elec-
trically connected to the resistive heating element for
powering the resistive heating element to heat the distal
portion of the elongated, flexible shape memory polymer
tube. In another presently preferred aspect, the proximal
portion of the headpiece has a generally cylindrical con-
figuration, and the proximal portion of the headpiece ex-
tends proximally of the proximal portion of the embolic
coil. In another presently preferred aspect, the proximal
portion of the headpiece may include at least one surface
feature, which is preferably a generally cylindrical en-
larged portion, and may be smoothly rounded, for exam-
ple.
[0017] In another presently preferred aspect, the re-
duced diameter configuration of the temporary shape of
the distal portion of the elongated, flexible shape memory
polymer tube has an inner diameter smaller than the outer
diameter of the headpiece. In another presently preferred
aspect, the headpiece and the distal portion of the elon-

gated, flexible shape memory polymer tube are releas-
ably joined together by an adhesive placed between the
headpiece and the distal portion of the elongated, flexible
shape memory polymer tube.
[0018] These and other features and advantages of
the present invention will become more apparent from
the following detailed description of the preferred embod-
iments in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
which illustrate, by way of example, the operation of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019]

Figure 1 is a partial sectional schematic diagram of
a pusher member and embolic coil of the detachment
system of the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the distal portion
of the pusher member of the detachment system tak-
en along line 2-2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the headpiece of
the embolic coil of the detachment system taken
along line 3-3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a partial sectional schematic diagram of the
pusher member and embolic coil of the detachment
system of Fig. 1 joined together.

Fig. 5 is a partial sectional schematic diagram similar
to Fig. 4 showing a variation of detachment system
including adhesive additionally joining the pusher
member and embolic coil of the detachment system
of Fig. 1 together.

Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 6-6
of Fig. 5.

Fig. 7 is a partial sectional schematic diagram of the
pusher member and embolic coil of the detachment
system of Fig. 1 joined together, prior to activation
of the resistive heating element.

Fig. 8 is a partial sectional schematic diagram similar
to Fig. 7, illustrating activation of the resistive heating
element to change the distal portion of the flexible
shape memory polymer tube to its enlarged diameter
permanent shape.

Fig. 9 is a partial sectional schematic diagram similar
to Fig. 7, illustrating release of the headpiece and
embolic coil.

Fig. 10 is a partial sectional schematic diagram of a
variation of the detachment system of Fig. 1 including
a surface feature on the headpiece of the embolic
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coil.

Fig. 11 is a cross-sectional view of the distal portion
of the pusher member of the detachment system tak-
en along line 11-11 of Fig. 10.

Fig. 12 is a cross-sectional view of the headpiece of
the embolic coil of the detachment system taken
along line 12-12 of Fig. 10.

Fig. 13 is a partial sectional schematic diagram of
the pusher member and embolic coil of the detach-
ment system of Fig. 10 joined together.

Fig. 14 is a partial sectional schematic diagram sim-
ilar to Fig. 13 showing a variation of detachment sys-
tem including adhesive additionally joining the push-
er member and embolic coil of the detachment sys-
tem of Fig. 10 together.

Fig. 15 is a partial sectional schematic diagram of
the pusher member and embolic coil of the detach-
ment system of Fig. 10 joined together, prior to ac-
tivation of the resistive heating element.

Fig. 16 is a partial sectional schematic diagram sim-
ilar to Fig. 15, illustrating activation of the resistive
heating element to change the distal portion of the
flexible shape memory polymer tube to its enlarged
diameter permanent shape.

Fig. 17 is a partial sectional schematic diagram sim-
ilar to Fig. 15, illustrating release of the headpiece
and embolic coil.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0020] Referring to the drawings, which are provided
by way of example, and not by way of limitation, the
present invention provides for a detachment system 10
for delivering embolic coils to a treatment site in a vas-
culature of a patient. The detachment system includes
an elongated, flexible pusher member 12 having a distal
portion 14 formed from a flexible shape memory polymer
tube 16 having a distal portion 18, and a proximal portion
20, for release and deployment of a therapeutic embolic
coil 22, which in one presently preferred aspect includes
helical coils 23. The therapeutic embolic coil typically has
a distal end 24 and a proximal end 26, and typically in-
cludes a rounded distal tip 28 attached to the distal end
of the embolic coil, such as by solder, welding or adhe-
sive, for example. The therapeutic embolic coil also pref-
erably includes a headpiece or stem 30 having a distal
portion 32 and a proximal portion 34. The therapeutic
embolic coil is typically released within the vasculature
of a patient, introduced through a delivery catheter (not
shown), for treatment of a portion of a patient’s vascula-

ture, such as an aneurysm.
[0021] In one presently preferred aspect, the head-
piece or stem has a generally cylindrical configuration.
Referring to Figs. 10 and 12-17, in another presently pre-
ferred aspect, the headpiece or stem may include one or
more surface features 36, such as a generally cylindrical
enlarged portion, which can be smoothly rounded, as is
illustrated in Fig. 10, or which may be grooved, sharply
edged or squared, or of any other similar suitable shape,
for example, in order to increase the strength of the at-
tachment of the headpiece or stem to the distal portion
of the flexible shape memory polymer tube prior to acti-
vating the resistive heating element to heat the distal por-
tion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube to change
the shape of the distal portion of the flexible shape mem-
ory polymer tube to its enlarged diameter permanent
shape, as will be further explained below. The distal por-
tion of the headpiece or stem is typically attached to the
proximal end of the embolic coil, such as by solder, weld-
ing or adhesive, for example, leaving the proximal portion
of the headpiece or stem extending proximally of the
proximal portion of the embolic coil.
[0022] Referring to Figs. 1, 2, 10 and 11, the flexible
shape memory polymer tube has a tubular wall 38 having
an inner wall surface 40 defining an interior lumen 42
extending through the elongated, flexible shape memory
polymer tube between the distal and proximal portions
of the flexible shape memory polymer tube. The flexible
shape memory polymer tube is preferably formed of a
shape memory polymer having a glass transition tem-
perature (Tg) above body temperature, such as poly-
urethane, for example, that can be heat treated to have
shape memory behavior, although the flexible shape
memory polymer tube may also be formed from other
suitable shape memory materials, such as a shape mem-
ory metal, such as a nickel titanium alloy, for example,
that can be heat treated to have shape memory behavior.
[0023] A resistive heating element 44 advantageously
is contained within the interior lumen of the distal portion
of the flexible shape memory polymer tube, and is dis-
posed longitudinally along and in immediate contact with
the inner wall surface of the tubular wall of the distal por-
tion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube, to provide
direct, even heating of at least a substantial majority of
the length of the distal portion of the flexible shape mem-
ory polymer tube when the resistive heating element is
energized.
[0024] Two electrical conductors 45a, 45b extend
through the interior lumen of the flexible shape memory
polymer tube from a proximal portion of the flexible shape
memory polymer tube to the resistive heating element,
and are operatively electrically connected between the
resistive heating element and a power supply 46, which
can in turn be operated by a control unit 48. Alternatively,
the power supply and control unit may optionally be com-
bined.
[0025] The resistive heating element can be fabricated
from platinum, stainless steel, or other high resistance
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materials, and the electrical connectors can be copper
or other highly electrically conductive leads, for example.
The power supply can be operated to supply electrical
current to the resistive heating element to heat the distal
portion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube to
cause the distal portion of the flexible shape memory
polymer tube to expand and release the therapeutic hel-
ical embolic coil, as is illustrated in Figs. 7-9. The lumen
of the flexible shape memory polymer tube advanta-
geously insulates the heating of the flexible shape mem-
ory polymer tube to avoid thermal damage to surrounding
tissues during heating of the flexible shape memory pol-
ymer tube to deploy the therapeutic helical embolic coil.
[0026] Referring to Figs. 1 and 10, the therapeutic hel-
ical embolic coil is releasably mounted to the distal por-
tion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube by insert-
ing the proximal portion of the headpiece or stem into the
distal portion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube,
with the resistive heating element disposed between the
inner wall surface of the tubular wall of the distal portion
of the flexible shape memory polymer tube and the prox-
imal portion of the headpiece or stem. Referring to Figs.
2, 3, 11 and 12, the embolic coil headpiece or stem pref-
erably has an outer diameter D1 larger than an inner di-
ameter D2 of the lumen at the distal portion of the flexible
shape memory polymer tubing, thus creating an interfer-
ence fit between the embolic coil headpiece or stem and
the distal portion of the flexible polymer tubing inner di-
ameter. This dimensional interference prevents the pre-
mature separation between the embolic coil and the tube
and the outer diameter of the embolic coil headpiece.
[0027] The distal portion of the flexible shape memory
polymer tube preferably has a permanent shape with an
enlarged diameter configuration illustrated in Figs. 9 and
17 having a larger inner diameter D3 than the outer di-
ameter D1 of the headpiece or stem. This permanent
shape of the distal portion of the flexible shape memory
polymer tube is changed into a temporary shape having
a reduced diameter configuration with an inner diameter
smaller than the outer diameter of the headpiece or stem
by heating and deforming the distal portion of the flexible
shape memory polymer tube so as to reduce the inner
diameter of the distal portion of the flexible shape memory
polymer tube to be smaller than the outer diameter of the
embolic coil headpiece or stem.
[0028] Alternatively, the headpiece or stem can be in-
serted into the distal portion of the flexible shape memory
polymer tube while the distal portion of the flexible shape
memory polymer tube has a permanent shape with an
enlarged diameter configuration with a larger inner diam-
eter than the outer diameter of the headpiece or stem,
with the resistive heating element disposed between the
inner wall surface of the tubular wall of the distal portion
of the flexible shape memory polymer tube and the prox-
imal portion of the headpiece or stem, and then subse-
quently the distal portion of the flexible shape memory
polymer tube can be heated and deformed so as to re-
duce the inner diameter of the distal portion of the flexible

shape memory polymer tube to be smaller than the outer
diameter of the embolic coil headpiece or stem, such that
the flexible shape memory polymer tube grabs onto the
headpiece or stem, and then cooling the distal portion of
the flexible shape memory polymer tube to set the distal
portion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube in
place over the headpiece or stem.
[0029] In another preferred variation illustrated in Figs.
5, 6 and 14, an adhesive 52, such as cyanoacrylate ad-
hesive or epoxy, for example, may be placed at the in-
terface of the headpiece or stem with the distal portion
of the flexible shape memory polymer tube and/or one
or more surface features in order to increase the strength
of the attachment of the headpiece or stem to the distal
portion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube prior
to activating the resistive heating element to change the
distal portion of the flexible shape memory polymer tube
to its enlarged diameter permanent shape.
[0030] It will be apparent from the foregoing that while
particular forms of the invention have been illustrated and
described, various modifications can be made without
departing from the scope of the invention. Accordingly,
it is not intended that the invention be limited, except as
by the appended claims.

Claims

1. A detachment system (10) for delivering embolic
coils (22) to a treatment site in a vasculature of a
patient, comprising:

an elongated, flexible tube (16) formed from a
shape memory material, and having a distal por-
tion (18) and a proximal portion (20), said tube
(16) defining an interior lumen (42) extending
through the tube (16) between the distal portion
(18) and the proximal portion (20) of the tube,
the distal portion (18) of the tube (16) having a
temporary shape having a first configuration
with a first inner diameter and a permanent
shape having a second configuration with a sec-
ond inner diameter that is larger than said first
inner diameter of said first configuration of said
temporary shape;
a headpiece (30) having a distal portion (32) and
a proximal portion (34), said proximal portion
(34) of said headpiece (30) being releasably
mounted within said distal portion (18) of said
tube (16), said second inner diameter of said
second configuration of said permanent shape
of said tube (16) being larger than an outer di-
ameter of said headpiece (30);
a therapeutic embolic coil (22) having a distal
end (24) and a proximal end (26), said proximal
end (26) of said therapeutic embolic coil (22)
being fixedly attached to the distal portion (32)
of said headpiece (30), said proximal portion
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(34) of the headpiece (30) extending proximally
of said proximal portion (26) of the embolic coil
(22); and
a resistive heating element (44) contained within
the interior lumen (42) of the distal portion (18)
of the tube (16), whereby said headpiece (30)
and said therapeutic embolic coil (22) attached
thereto are configured to be releasable from said
distal portion (18) of said tube (16) by heating
of said distal portion (18) of the tube (16) by said
resistive heating element (44) to cause said dis-
tal portion (18) of the tube (16) to change from
said temporary shape having a reduced diame-
ter configuration to said enlarged diameter con-
figuration,
characterized in that the resistive heating ele-
ment (44) is disposed longitudinally along and
in immediate contact with the inner wall surface
(40) of the tubular wall (38) of the distal portion
(18) of the tube, to provide direct, even heating
of at least a substantial majority of the length of
the distal portion (18) of the tube when the re-
sistive heating element (44) is energized.

2. The detachment system of Claim 1, wherein said
temporary shape of said distal portion of said tube
has a reduced diameter configuration with an inner
diameter smaller than the outer diameter of the head-
piece

3. The detachment system of Claim 1, further compris-
ing two electrical conductors extending through the
interior lumen of the tube and electrically connected
to the resistive heating element.

4. The detachment system of Claim 1, wherein said
therapeutic embolic coil comprises a helical embolic
coil.

5. The detachment system of Claim 1, wherein said
proximal portion of said headpiece has a generally
cylindrical configuration.

6. The detachment system of Claim 1, wherein said
proximal portion of said headpiece comprises at
least one surface feature.

7. The detachment system of Claim 6, wherein said at
least one surface feature comprises a generally cy-
lindrical enlarged portion.

8. The detachment system of Claim 7, wherein said
generally cylindrical enlarged portion is smoothly
rounded.

9. The detachment system of Claim 1, wherein said
headpiece and the distal portion of the tube are re-
leasably joined together by an adhesive placed be-

tween the headpiece and the distal portion of the
tube.

Patentansprüche

1. Trennsystem (10) zum Abliefern von Emboliespira-
len (22) an eine Behandlungsstelle in einem
Gefäßsystem eines Patienten, umfassend:

einen länglichen, flexiblen Schlauch (16), gebil-
det aus einem Formgedächtnismaterial und ei-
nen distalen Abschnitt (18) und einen proxima-
len Abschnitt (20) aufweisend, wobei der
Schlauch (16) ein Innenlumen (42) definiert, das
sich durch den Schlauch (16) zwischen dem dis-
talen Abschnitt (18) und dem proximalen Ab-
schnitt (20) des Schlauchs erstreckt, wobei der
distale Abschnitt (18) des Schlauchs (16) eine
vorübergehende Form, die eine erste Konfigu-
ration mit einem ersten Innendurchmesser auf-
weist, und eine zweite Form, die eine zweite
Konfiguration mit einem zweiten Innendurch-
messer aufweist, der größer ist als der erste In-
nendurchmesser der ersten Konfiguration der
vorläufigen Form, aufweist;
ein Kopfstück (30), das einen distalen Abschnitt
(32) und einen proximalen Abschnitt (34) auf-
weist, wobei der proximale Abschnitt (34) des
Kopfstücks (30) innerhalb des distalen Ab-
schnitts (18) des Schlauchs (16) lösbar montiert
ist, wobei der zweite Innendurchmesser der
zweiten Konfiguration der dauerhaften Form
des Schlauchs (16) größer ist als ein Außen-
durchmesser des Kopfstücks (30);
eine therapeutische Emboliespirale (22), die ein
distales Ende (24) und ein proximales Ende (26)
aufweist, wobei das proximale Ende (26) der
therapeutischen Emboliespirale (22) fest am
distalen Abschnitt (32) des Kopfstücks (30) be-
festigt ist, wobei der proximale Abschnitt (34)
des Kopfstücks (30) sich proximal vom proxima-
len Abschnitt (26) der Emboliespirale (22) er-
streckt; und
ein Widerstandsheizelement (44), das innerhalb
des Innenlumens (42) des distalen Abschnitts
(18) des Schlauchs (16) enthalten ist, wobei das
Kopfstück (30) und die daran befestigte thera-
peutische Emboliespirale (22) dafür konfiguriert
sind, vom distalen Abschnitt (18) des Schlauchs
(16) lösbar zu sein, indem der distale Abschnitt
(18) des Schlauchs (16) durch das Widerstands-
heizelement (44) erwärmt wird, um den distalen
Abschnitt (18) des Schlauchs (16) zu veranlas-
sen, sich von der vorübergehenden Form mit
einem verringerten Durchmesser in die Konfi-
guration mit vergrößertem Durchmesser zu än-
dern,
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dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Wider-
standsheizelement (44) längs entlang und in un-
mittelbaren Kontakt mit der Innenwandoberflä-
che (40) der Schlauchwand (38) des distalen
Abschnitts (18) des Schlauchs angeordnet ist,
um ein direktes, gleichmäßiges Erwärmen min-
destens eines wesentlichen Großteils der Länge
des distalen Abschnitts (18) des Schlauchs be-
reitzustellen, wenn das Widerstandsheizele-
ment (44) mit Strom versorgt wird.

2. Trennsystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei die vorüber-
gehende Form des distalen Abschnitts des
Schlauchs eine Konfiguration mit verringertem
Durchmesser aufweist, wobei ein Innendurchmes-
ser kleiner ist als der Außendurchmesser des Kopf-
stücks.

3. Trennsystem nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend
zwei elektrische Leiter, die sich durch das Innenlu-
men des Schlauchs erstrecken und elektrisch mit
dem Widerstandsheizelement verbunden sind.

4. Trennsystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei die therapeu-
tische Emboliespirale eine wendelförmige Embolie-
spirale umfasst.

5. Trennsystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei der proximale
Abschnitt des Kopfstücks eine im Allgemeinen zy-
lindrische Konfiguration aufweist.

6. Trennsystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei der proximale
Abschnitt des Kopfstücks mindestens ein Oberflä-
chenmerkmal umfasst.

7. Trennsystem nach Anspruch 6, wobei das mindes-
tens eine Oberflächenmerkmal einen im Allgemei-
nen zylindrischen vergrößerten Abschnitt umfasst.

8. Trennsystem nach Anspruch 7, wobei der im Allge-
meinen zylindrische vergrößerte Abschnitt sanft ge-
rundet ist.

9. Trennsystem nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Kopfstück
und der distale Abschnitt des Schlauchs lösbar zu-
sammengefügt sind durch ein Klebemittel, das zwi-
schen das Kopfstück und den distalen Abschnitt des
Schlauchs platziert wird.

Revendications

1. Système de détachement (10) pour distribuer des
bobines emboliques (22) à un site de traitement dans
le système vasculaire d’un patient, comprenant :

un tube flexible allongé (16) formé à partir d’un
matériau à mémoire de forme, et présentant une

portion distale (18) et une portion proximale (20),
ledit tube (16) définissant une lumière intérieure
(42) s’étendant à travers le tube (16) entre la
portion distale (18) et la portion proximale (20)
du tube, la portion distale (18) du tube (16) ayant
une forme temporaire ayant une première con-
figuration avec un premier diamètre intérieur et
une forme permanente ayant une deuxième
configuration avec un deuxième diamètre inté-
rieur qui est supérieur audit premier diamètre
intérieur de ladite première configuration de la-
dite forme temporaire ;
une partie de tête (30) ayant une portion distale
(32) et une portion proximale (34), ladite portion
proximale (34) de ladite partie de tête (30) étant
montée de manière amovible à l’intérieur de la-
dite portion distale (18) dudit tube (16), ledit
deuxième diamètre intérieur de ladite deuxième
configuration de ladite forme permanente dudit
tube (16) étant supérieur à un diamètre extérieur
de ladite partie de tête (30) ;
une bobine embolique thérapeutique (22) ayant
une extrémité distale (24) et une extrémité proxi-
male (26), ladite extrémité proximale (26) de la-
dite bobine embolique thérapeutique (22) étant
attachée de manière fixe à la portion distale (32)
de ladite partie de tête (30), ladite portion distale
(34) de la partie de tête (30) s’étendant en di-
rection proximale par rapport à ladite portion
proximale (26) de la bobine embolique (22) ; et
un élément de chauffage résistif (44) à l’intérieur
de la lumière intérieure (42) de la portion distale
(18) du tube (16), ladite partie de tête (30) et
ladite bobine embolique thérapeutique (22) at-
tachée à celle-ci étant configurées pour pouvoir
être libérées de ladite portion distale (18) dudit
tube (16) par chauffage de ladite portion distale
(18) du tube (16) par ledit élément de chauffage
résistif (44) pour causer le passage de ladite por-
tion distale (18) du tube (16) de ladite forme tem-
poraire ayant une configuration à diamètre ré-
duit à ladite configuration à diamètre élargi,
caractérisé en ce que l’élément de chauffage
résistif (44) est disposé longitudinalement le
long de la surface de paroi intérieure (40) de la
paroi tubulaire (38) de la portion distale (18) du
tube et en contact direct avec celle-ci, pour four-
nir un chauffage direct, uniforme, d’au moins
une majorité substantielle de la longueur de la
portion distale (18) du tube lorsque l’élément de
chauffage résistif (44) est alimenté en puissan-
ce.

2. Système de détachement selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite forme temporaire de ladite portion
distale dudit tube présente une configuration à dia-
mètre réduit avec un diamètre intérieur inférieur au
diamètre extérieur de la partie de tête.
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3. Système de détachement selon la revendication 1,
comprenant en outre deux conducteurs électriques
s’étendant à travers la lumière intérieure du tube et
connectés électriquement à l’élément de chauffage
résistif.

4. Système de détachement selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite bobine embolique thérapeutique
comprend une bobine embolique hélicoïdale.

5. Système de détachement selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite portion proximale de ladite partie
de tête présente une configuration généralement cy-
lindrique.

6. Système de détachement selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite portion proximale de ladite partie
de tête comprend au moins une caractéristique de
surface.

7. Système de détachement selon la revendication 6,
dans lequel ladite au moins une caractéristique de
surface comprend une portion agrandie générale-
ment cylindrique.

8. Système de détachement selon la revendication 7,
dans lequel ladite portion agrandie généralement cy-
lindrique est arrondie sous forme lisse.

9. Système de détachement selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite partie de tête et la partie distale
du tube sont réunies l’une à l’autre de manière amo-
vible par un adhésif placé entre la partie de tête et
la partie distale du tube.
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