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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a solid oxide
fuel cell (SOFC) according to the preamble of claim 1.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary fuel cell. This
fuel cell 101 is a flat plate solid oxide fuel cell, and gen-
erates electric power by using a fuel gas such as a town
gas, water, and air as an oxidizing agent. The fuel cell
101 includes an evaporator 102, an air preheater 103, a
reformer 104, a burner 105, a cell stack 106, and other
elements.
[0003] The evaporator 102 heats water to generate a
water vapor. The generated water vapor is mixed with a
fuel gas that is, e.g., desulfurized, and is subsequently
sent to the reformer 104. In the reformer 104, the mixed
gas of the fuel gas and the water vapor is reformed into
a high temperature reformed gas primarily composed of
hydrogen, and is subsequently supplied to the cell stack
106.
[0004] After being heated in the air preheater 103, the
air is supplied to the cell stack 106. During a stationary
operation, the supply of a high temperature reformed gas
and air allows the cell stack 106 to be held in a predeter-
mined operating temperature range between 700°C-
900°C.
[0005] The cell stack 106 includes a cell stack unit
made by stacking a plurality of single cells formed in thin
plate shapes. In the cell stack 106, an electromotive force
is generated through a chemical reaction in each single
cell while, at a high operating temperature, a reformed
gas passes through an anode of the single cell and air
passes through a cathode of the single cell. The electro-
motive force is extracted from each single cell to generate
electric power.
[0006] Such a cell stack unit is disclosed in, e.g., JP
2011-065909 A.
[0007] The altered, high temperature reformed gas
and air exhausted from the cell stack 106 are sent to the
burner 105. In the burner 105, the reformed gas and the
air are mixed to cause combustion, which heats the re-
former 104. An exhaust gas generated in the burner 105
is sent to the air preheater 103 to heat air by a heat ex-
change, and is subsequently exhausted.
[0008] Because the chemical reaction that allows for
generating an electromotive force is an exothermic reac-
tion, each single cell generates heat once the generation
of electric power has been started. Thus, during a sta-
tionary operation, a cooling control that allows for a re-
duction in a temperature of air introduced to the cell stack
106 is implemented to hold the cell stack 106 in an op-
erating temperature range.
[0009] Specifically, a bypass path 108 that bypasses
the air preheater 103 is provided on an oxidizing agent

gas introduction path 107 that introduces high tempera-
ture air into the cell stack 106 through the air preheater
103. Then, the air heated by the air preheater 103 is
mixed with cool air, through the bypass path 108, with
the flow rate thereof controlled by a flow rate control valve
109, in order to adjust a temperature of the air introduced
to the cell stack 106.
[0010] An electric power generating system that imple-
ments a control similar to the above is disclosed in, e.g.,
JP 2009-238623 A.
[0011] A solid oxide fuel cell according to the preamble
of claim 1 is disclosed in, e.g., WO 99/44252 A1. A similar
fuel cell is disclosed in US 2003/134174 A1.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

TECHNICAL PROBLEM

[0012] FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary structure of a
cell stack. A cell stack 110 is installed on a support base
111, and extends upward. A periphery of a cell stack unit
112 is covered from a top thereof by a tubular cover 113.
[0013] A reformed gas and air are introduced from a
bottom of the cell stack unit 112 and distributed to each
single cell so as to uniformly spread to the entire cell
stack unit 112. The reformed gas and the air distributed
to each single cell are altered by a chemical reaction that
occurs therebetween, and consequently become an an-
ode off-gas and a cathode off-gas.
[0014] The anode off-gas is collected through a pre-
determined path and the cathode off-gas is collected
through a gap between the cell stack unit 112 and the
cover 113. The collected anode off-gas and cathode off-
gas are exhausted from a bottom of the cell stack 110
and sent to a burner in order to serve as combustion fuels.
[0015] The cell stack has a peculiar problem that a tem-
perature difference easily occurs between upper and low-
er portions of the cell stack unit.
[0016] More particularly, because a stack-type cell
stack takes air from a lower portion thereof, the air cools
single cells in turn from the lower side of the cell stack
and has a higher temperature as it goes up. In addition,
each single cell generates heat, and hot air also rises up.
Thus, the upper side of the cell stack unit easily has a
higher temperature and is more hardly cooled compared
with the lower side of the cell stack unit.
[0017] If a temperature of air introduced is significantly
reduced to cool the upper side of the cell stack unit, the
lower side of the cell stack unit is excessively cooled and
this causes widening of a temperature difference be-
tween the upper and lower sides of the cell stack unit.
[0018] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a fuel cell including a stack-type cell stack of which an
entire cell stack unit can be cooled uniformly.

SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM

[0019] The fuel cell disclosed herein is a solid oxide
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fuel cell. This fuel cell includes a cell stack including an
anode electrode and a cathode electrode and comprised
of a solid electrolyte, a reformed gas introduction path
introducing a reformed gas primarily composed of hydro-
gen into the cell stack, an oxidizing agent gas introduction
path introducing an oxidizing agent gas into the cell stack,
and a cooling gas introduction path introducing a cooling
gas for reducing a temperature of the oxidizing agent gas
into the oxidizing agent gas introduction path.
[0020] A heat-absorption part absorbing heat is pro-
vided on a periphery of the cell stack. Also, the cooling
gas introduction path is connected with the oxidizing
agent gas introduction path through the heat-absorption
part.
[0021] In this fuel cell, the heat-absorption part absorb-
ing heat is provided in the periphery of the cell stack, and
thus a cooling gas joins an oxidizing agent gas through
the heat-absorption part.
[0022] That is, in cooling the cell stack, the heat-ab-
sorption part located in a high temperature area of the
cell stack is cooled by heat absorption of the cooling gas,
and thus the entirety of the cell stack can be cooled uni-
formly.
[0023] Specifically, the periphery of the cell stack is
covered by a tubular cover extending along the surround-
ings.
[0024] Consequently, a stable flow of an oxidizing
agent gas along the cell stack is formed, and thus the
temperature of the whole cell stack can be easily con-
trolled.
[0025] More specifically, the cell stack includes a lower
end supported by a support base and extends upward in
a vertical direction. The introduction portions introducing
a reformed gas and an oxidizing agent gas are provided
in a lower end portion of the cell stack, and the heat-
absorption part is provided in a periphery of an upper
portion of the cell stack.
[0026] In this case, the introduction portions are pro-
vided in the lower end portion of the cell stack. Thus, the
lower side of the cell stack is easily cooled, whereas in
particular the upper side of the cell stack easily locally
reaches a high temperature due to heat generation by
single cells or rise of hot air. Thus, in the cell stack, a
temperature difference easily occurs. However, because
the heat-absorption part is provided in the periphery of
the upper portion of the cell stack, the upper portion of
the cell stack is effectively cooled by heat absorption of
the cooling gas. Accordingly, the entirety of the cell stack
can be uniformly cooled.
[0027] If the upper portion of the cell stack includes the
uppermost layer of the upper portion and the middle layer
of the upper portion located under the uppermost layer
of the upper portion, the heat-absorption part is prefera-
bly provided on the middle layer of the upper portion, not
on the uppermost layer of the upper portion.
[0028] Although the detail will be described later, this
prevents a temperature difference between the upper-
most layer and the lower portion from widening over time.

[0029] More specifically, the heat-absorption part is
comprised of a metal tube installed in a space in the pe-
riphery of the cell stack.
[0030] Accordingly, the cooling gas absorbs radiant
heat dissipated from the cell stack through the metal tube,
and thus absorbs heat effectively.
[0031] The metal tube is preferably spirally provided in
the periphery of the cell stack.
[0032] Accordingly, a long, broad heat transfer surface
that allows the cooling gas to absorb heat is achieved,
and thus the radiant heat is absorbed more effectively.
[0033] Moreover, an inlet side of the metal tube is pref-
erably more distanced from the introduction portions than
an outlet side thereof is.
[0034] Accordingly, the cooling gas travels a long dis-
tance from a high temperature side, and thus the radiant
heat is absorbed still more effectively.

ADVANTAGES OF THE INVENTION

[0035] According to the fuel cell of the present inven-
tion, the entirety of the cell stack can be cooled uniformly,
and thus an efficient, stable generation of electric power
can be achieved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0036]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing a con-
figuration of a conventional fuel cell.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a general view of a conventional
stack-type cell stack.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a general view of a configuration
of a fuel cell according to an embodiment.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a general perspective view of the
cell stack.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a general cross sectional view of
the cell stack.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a general perspective view of a
metal tube.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a graph showing a test result of a
comparative example.
[FIG. 8] FIG. 8 is a graph showing a test result of the
embodiment.
[FIG. 9] FIG. 9 illustrates a variation of the fuel cell
according to the embodiment and corresponds to
FIG. 5.
[FIG. 10] FIG. 10 is a graph showing temperature
changes according to portions of a cell stack unit of
the fuel cell according to the embodiment.
[FIG. 11] FIG. 11 is a graph showing temperature
changes according to portions of the cell stack of the
fuel cell according to a variation.
[FIG. 12] FIG. 12 is a general view of a main portion
of another variation.
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DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0037] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail below with reference to the drawings.
The following embodiments are merely preferred exam-
ples in nature, and are not intended to limit the present
invention, applications thereof, or usage thereof.

(Basic Configuration of Fuel Cell)

[0038] FIG. 3 illustrates a solid oxide fuel cell (SOFC)
1 according to the present invention. There is not much
difference between a basic configuration of the fuel cell
1 and that of the fuel cell 101 shown in FIG. 1.
[0039] In other words, this fuel cell 1 includes an evap-
orator 2, an air preheater 3, a reformer 4, a burner 5, a
cell stack 6, and other elements, and generates electric
power by using a fuel gas such as a town gas, water, and
an oxidizing agent gas and extracting electromotive force
from the cell stack 6.
[0040] A gas, e.g., air at a low cost, that contains a
predetermined amount of oxygen may be used as an
oxidizing agent gas. The oxidizing agent gas is not limited
to air, and any gas containing oxygen may be used.
[0041] The evaporator 2 heats water to generate a wa-
ter vapor. The generated water vapor is mixed with a fuel
gas that is, e.g., desulfurized, and is subsequently sent
to the reformer 4. In the reformer 4, the mixed gas of a
fuel gas and a water vapor is reformed into a gas (a re-
formed gas), primarily composed of hydrogen, which is
introduced into the cell stack 6 through a reactant gas
introduction path 10.
[0042] The air preheater 3 heats outside air to generate
a high temperature oxidizing agent gas (a heated oxidiz-
ing agent gas). The generated heated oxidizing agent
gas is introduced into the cell stack 6 through an oxidizing
agent gas introduction path 11. A high temperature re-
formed gas altered in the cell stack 6 (an anode off-gas)
is sent to the burner 5 through an anode-side exhaust
path 12. A heated oxidizing agent gas altered in the cell
stack 6 (a cathode off-gas) is sent to the burner 5 through
a cathode-side exhaust path 13.
[0043] The anode off-gas contains a redundant fuel.
Thus, when the anode off-gas is mixed with the cathode
off-gas in the burner 5, combustion occurs and conse-
quently the reformer 4 is heated. An exhaust gas pro-
duced in the burner 5 is sent to the air preheater 3 to heat
the oxidizing agent gas, and is subsequently exhausted.
[0044] Moreover, also in this fuel cell 1, in order to con-
trol cooling of a temperature of a heated oxidizing agent
gas introduced into the cell stack 6, a cooling gas intro-
duction path 14 that bypasses the air preheater 3 is pro-
vided on the oxidizing agent gas introduction path 11 that
passes through the air preheater 3.
[0045] Specifically, an upstream end portion of the
cooling gas introduction path 14 is connected with a
branch portion 15, of the oxidizing agent gas introduction
path 11, provided upstream of the air preheater 3, and

the cooling gas introduction path 14 branches from the
branch portion 15. A downstream end portion of the cool-
ing gas introduction path 14 is connected with a joining
portion 16, of the oxidizing agent gas introduction path
11, provided downstream of the air preheater 3, and the
cooling gas introduction path 14 joins the joining portion
16.
[0046] Halfway on the cooling gas introduction path
14, provided is a flow rate control valve 17 that allows for
adjusting a flow rate of a cooling gas flowing in the cooling
gas introduction path 14. In this fuel cell 1, the cooling
gas flowing in the cooling gas introduction path 14 is used
so that the problem of the temperature difference in the
cell stack 6 is solved.
[0047] The cooling gas joins air serving as an oxidizing
agent gas in the end. Thus, the cooling gas may be a
gas, such as nitrogen, that does not contain oxygen. Any
gas that does not affect generation of electric power after
joining and mixing with another gas may be used. For
example, air is easy to handle because it has the same
composition as that of an oxidizing agent gas.

(Configuration of Main Part of Fuel Cell)

[0048] FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate the cell stack 6 of the
fuel cell 1. This cell stack 6 is a so-called stack-type cell
stack. The cell stack 6 includes a cell stack unit 21, a
cover 31, and other elements, and is vertically installed
on the support base 22. The cell stack unit 21 is located
inside the cover 31. Also, a lower end of the cell stack
unit 21 is supported on the support base 22, and the cell
stack unit 21 extends upward in the vertical direction.
[0049] As illustrated in FIG. 5, similarly to a conven-
tional cell stack unit, the cell stack unit 21 is comprised
of a plurality of thin plate-like single cells 21a stacked so
as to extend in the thickness direction of the single cells
21a, with interconnectors interposed therebetween.
Each single cell 21a includes a solid electrolyte made of
yttria-stabilized zirconia etc. An anode electrode is
formed on one of surfaces of the solid electrolyte, and a
cathode electrode is formed on the other surface of the
solid electrolyte.
[0050] An anode-side reaction gap alternates with a
cathode-side reaction gap in the gap between each pair
of adjacent single cells 21a (not shown). The stacked
single cells 21a are supported integrally by, e.g., support
rods 23 and a holding plate 24.
[0051] The plurality of support rods 23 are provided on
the support base 22 to surround the cell stack unit 21,
and extend upward in the vertical direction. The holding
plate 24 is mounted on an upper end surface of the cell
stack unit 21. A support plate 25 is fastened to an upper
end portion, of the support rod 23, that more protrudes
than the holding plate 24.
[0052] A spring member 26 is provided on a lower sur-
face of the support plate 25, and the support plate 25
presses the holding plate 24 downwardly through the
spring member 26. Consequently, the stacked single
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cells 21a are compressively secured by the support base
22 and the holding plate 24.
[0053] The cover 31 includes a cylindrical side wall por-
tion 31a larger than the cell stack unit 21, an end wall
portion 31b blocking an opening located on an upper end
of the side wall portion 31a, and a ring-shaped flange
portion 31c protruding outward from a lower end edge of
the side wall portion 31a. In particular, this cover 31 in-
cludes a large-diameter portion 32 formed in a certain
region of an upper portion of the side wall portion 31a,
having a relatively large diameter, and expanding out-
ward in the diameter direction.
[0054] The region where the large-diameter portion 32
is formed is supposed to be above and away from an
anode-side inlet 44 and a cathode-side inlet 45 described
later, and is more preferably formed above a middle po-
sition that is at an equal distance from the upper and
lower ends of the side wall portion 31a.
[0055] The cover 31 is attached to the support base
22 by fastening the flange portion 31c to the support base
22 in a state in which the cover 31 covers the cell stack
unit 21. The cover 31 extends in the vertical direction
along the cell stack unit 21. Consequently, a gap space
33 having a constant width is formed between a side
surface of the cell stack unit 21 and an inner surface of
the side wall portion 31a. A larger space (a heat-absorp-
tion space 34) is formed between an upper portion of the
side surface of the cell stack unit 21 and an inner surface
of the large-diameter portion 32. A metal tube 61 is pro-
vided in this heat-absorption space 34. This will be de-
scribed later.
[0056] An anode-side intake manifold 41, a cathode-
side intake manifold 42, and an exhaust manifold 43 are
formed inside the cell stack unit 21 so as to extend along
the stacking direction. The anode-side reaction gap of
each single cell 21a communicates with the anode-side
intake manifold 41 and the exhaust manifold 43. The
cathode-side reaction gap communicates with the cath-
ode-side intake manifold 42 and the gap space 33.
[0057] The anode-side intake manifold 41 includes the
anode-side inlet 44 (an introduction portion) on a lower
end surface of the cell stack unit 21, and the cathode-
side intake manifold 42 includes the cathode-side inlet
45 (an introduction portion) on the lower end surface of
the cell stack unit 21. The exhaust manifold 43 includes
an anode-side outlet 46 on the lower end surface of the
cell stack unit 21. The anode-side inlet 44, the cathode-
side inlet 45, and the anode-side outlet 46 are adjacent
to one another.
[0058] An anode-side inlet hole 47, a cathode-side inlet
hole 48, an anode-side outlet hole 49, and a cathode-
side outlet hole 50 are cut in an upper surface of the
support base 22. The anode-side inlet hole 47 commu-
nicates with the anode-side intake manifold 41 through
the anode-side inlet 44. The cathode-side inlet hole 48
communicates with the cathode-side intake manifold 42
through the cathode-side inlet 45. The anode-side outlet
hole 49 communicates with the exhaust manifold 43

through the anode-side outlet 46. The cathode-side outlet
hole 50 communicates with the gap space 33.
[0059] The anode-side inlet hole 47 is connected with
a downstream end portion of the reactant gas introduc-
tion path 10. The cathode-side inlet hole 48 is connected
with a downstream end portion of the oxidizing agent gas
introduction path 11. The anode-side outlet hole 49 is
connected with an upstream end portion of the anode-
side exhaust path 12. The cathode-side outlet hole 50 is
connected with an upstream end portion of the cathode-
side exhaust path 13.
[0060] Thus, a high temperature reformed gas is intro-
duced into each anode-side reaction gap through the an-
ode-side inlet hole 47 and the anode-side intake manifold
41, and a heated oxidizing agent gas is introduced into
each cathode-side reaction gap through the cathode-
side inlet hole 48 and the cathode-side intake manifold
42. The cell stack unit 21 is heated by the reformed gas
and the heated oxidizing agent gas as heat sources.
[0061] When the cell stack unit 21 is heated, a chemical
reaction occurs, in each single cell 21a, between a re-
formed gas passing through the anode-side reaction gap
and a heated oxidizing agent gas passing though the
cathode-side reaction gap. The reformed gas altered by
the chemical reaction is discharged from the cell stack 6
through the exhaust manifold 43. The heated oxidizing
agent gas altered by the chemical reaction is discharged
from the cell stack 6 through the gap space 33.
[0062] The chemical reaction allows each single cell
21a to generate an electromotive force. The electric pow-
er is generated by extracting that electromotive force. In
general, electric power is generated at 700°C-900°C, and
in particular, efficiently generated at around 800°C. Thus,
it is preferable to hold the entirety of the cell stack unit
21 at around 800°C.
[0063] Each single cell 21a generates heat by a chem-
ical reaction. Thus, in this fuel cell 1, during a stationary
operation, a cooling control for cooling the cell stack unit
21 as necessary by reducing a temperature of the heated
oxidizing agent gas is implemented to maintain a prede-
termined operating temperature range.
[0064] Specifically, the joining portion 16 is located in
a portion, of the oxidizing agent gas introduction path 11,
near the cathode-side inlet hole 48, and in the joining
portion 16, a cooling gas joins and mixes with a heated
oxidizing agent gas to reduce a temperature of the heated
oxidizing agent gas. The temperature of the heated oxi-
dizing agent gas is controlled by adjusting the flow rate
of the cooling gas.
[0065] In this case, in this fuel cell 1, the cooling gas
introduction path 14 is connected with the joining portion
16 through the metal tube 61 (a heat-absorption part)
provided in the heat-absorption space 34, in order to uni-
formly cool the entirety of the cell stack unit 21 by using
the characteristics of the stack-type cell stack 6.
[0066] As illustrated in FIG. 6, the metal tube 61 is
made of a metal having an excellent thermal conductivity,
formed in a spiral shape, and accommodated in the heat-
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absorption space 34. The metal tube 61 is installed
around an upper portion of the cell stack unit 21, and
faces the cell stack unit 21 with a gap interposed there-
between.
[0067] In other words, the metal tube 61 is provided to
surround a periphery of the cell stack unit 21, and more
particularly, spirally surround the periphery of the cell
stack unit 21. The word "surround" in this embodiment
includes surrounding at least a half of the periphery.
[0068] More specifically, an upstream connecting por-
tion 62 connected with one end of the metal tube 61 is
installed on an upper side of the large-diameter portion
32, and a downstream connecting portion 63 connected
with the other end of the metal tube 61 is installed on a
lower side of the large-diameter portion 32.
[0069] The metal tube 61 is fixed inside the cover 31.
If the metal tube 61 is fixed on the cell stack 6, insulation
is required between the metal tube 61 and the cell stack
6. However, if the metal tube 61 is fixed on the cover 31,
it is not in contact with the cell stack 6, and no insulation
is required. Consequently, the metal tube 61 is positioned
with the heat-absorption space 34 kept optimum.
[0070] Also, even if the cover 31 is in a different cylin-
drical shape, the metal tube 61 can be positioned in a
predetermined position relative to the cell stack 6, and
can be covered by the cover 31 in a subsequent stage.
[0071] A downstream end portion of the cooling gas
introduction path 14 extending from the branch portion
15 is connected with the upstream connecting portion 62
and communicates with the metal tube 61. An upstream
end portion of the cooling gas introduction path 14 ex-
tending from the joining portion 16 is connected with the
downstream connecting portion 63 and communicates
with the metal tube 61. Consequently, a cooling gas en-
ters the metal tube 61 from the upstream connecting por-
tion 62, and exits from the downstream connecting por-
tion 63.
[0072] When a control for reducing a temperature of
the cell stack unit 21 is implemented during a stationary
operation, the flow rate control valve 17 is activated to
raise the flow rate of a cooling gas. Consequently, a tem-
perature of a heated oxidizing agent gas to be introduced
to the cell stack unit 21 is reduced. The heated oxidizing
agent gas having a reduced temperature is introduced
from the lower end of the cell stack unit 21. Thus, the
single cells 21a are cooled in turn from the lower side of
the cell stack unit 21, and the heated oxidizing agent gas
has a higher temperature as it goes up the cathode-side
intake manifold 42.
[0073] Further, because the cell stack 6 is provided
vertically, an upper portion thereof easily has a high tem-
perature due to rise of hot air. Also, each single cell 21a
generates heat, which is added to the heated oxidizing
agent gas. As a result, the upper portion of the cell stack
unit 21 might be cooled insufficiently.
[0074] If a temperature of the heated oxidizing agent
gas is significantly reduced to cool the upper side of the
cell stack 6, the lower side of the cell stack 6 is cooled

excessively, and conversely the temperature difference
between the upper and lower sides of the cell stack 6 is
increased. This tendency is stronger as the number of
stacks of the single cells 21a is larger.
[0075] In contrast, in the fuel cell 1, a cooling gas does
not directly join a heated oxidizing agent gas but through
the metal tube 61. The metal tube 61 is installed in the
heat-absorption space 34 provided around the upper por-
tion of the cell stack unit 21, and thus effectively absorbs
radiant heat dissipated from the cell stack unit 21. Con-
sequently, in passing through the metal tube 61, the cool-
ing gas absorbs heat on the upper portion of the cell stack
unit 21, and thus a temperature of the upper portion of
the cell stack unit 21 is relatively reduced.
[0076] Moreover, the cooling gas efficiently absorbs
radiant heat because the metal tube 61 is installed so as
to allow the cooling gas to pass around the cell stack 6
from top to bottom and travel a long distance from the
high temperature side. Even if a temperature of the cool-
ing gas increases by the heat absorption, it does not in-
crease over a temperature of the heated oxidizing agent
gas. Thus, the cooling gas does not lose the intrinsic
cooling function.
[0077] Then, the heated oxidizing agent gas is mixed
with the cooling gas in the joining portion 16, and the
heated oxidizing agent gas having a reduced tempera-
ture is introduced into the cell stack unit 21. However, in
comparison with a conventional fuel cell, as a tempera-
ture of the cooling gas rises, a decrease in a temperature
of the heated oxidizing agent gas introduced into the cell
stack unit 21 is smaller. Thus, the single cells 21a located
in the lower side of the cell stack unit 21 are cooled grad-
ually.
[0078] As can be seen, in this fuel cell 1, the upper
portion of the cell stack unit 21 is cooled by the absorption
of radiant heat by the cooling gas, and the lower portion
of the cell stack unit 21 is gradually cooled by the intro-
duction of the cooling gas having a temperature in-
creased by the absorption of heat by the upper portion
of the cell stack unit 21. Thus, even in the stack-type cell
stack 6, the entirety of the cell stack unit 21 can be uni-
formly cooled.

(Comparative Example and Example)

[0079] FIGS. 7 and 8 show results of demonstration
tests conducted with test equipments.
[0080] FIG. 7 shows a test result of a comparative ex-
ample. A fuel cell of the comparative example has a con-
ventional configuration as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. A
periphery of a cell stack unit is simply covered by a cover,
and a cooling gas is directly mixed with a heated oxidizing
agent gas.
[0081] FIG. 7 shows temperature states immediately
before a stationary operation. In the figure, a solid line
on the lower side indicates a temperature change in a
lower portion of a cell stack unit, and a solid line on the
upper side indicates a temperature change in an upper
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portion of the cell stack unit. A broken line indicates a
flow rate change in a cooling gas.
[0082] It was found that, in the fuel cell of the compar-
ative example, a temperature difference between the up-
per and lower portions of the cell stack unit was 20°C or
more at a stage before an introduction of a cooling gas.
Moreover, it was found that, if the flow rate of the cooling
gas was raised in response to an increase in a temper-
ature of the upper portion of the cell stack unit, a temper-
ature of the lower portion of the cell stack unit started to
decrease, and consequently the temperature difference
between the upper and lower portions of the cell stack
unit tended to widen.
[0083] Further, it was found that, if the flow rate of the
cooling gas was significantly raised, an increase in a tem-
perature of the upper portion of the cell stack unit was
decreased, and the temperature tended to be stable at
780-790°C. However, in this case, it was found that the
temperature in the lower portion of the cell stack unit
sharply decreased to 710°C or less, and consequently
the temperature difference between the upper and lower
portions of the cell stack unit became 70°C or more.
[0084] FIG. 8 shows a test result of the example. The
fuel cell of the example has configurations illustrated in
FIGS. 3 and 4, etc. The configurations of this example
are set to the same as those of the comparative example
except the configurations of the cooling gas introduction
path and other elements to be compared.
[0085] FIG. 8 shows a temperature change in a sta-
tionary operation state at a temperature that is made rel-
atively high for a test purpose. Similarly to FIG. 7, a solid
line on the lower side indicates a temperature change in
the lower portion of the cell stack unit. A solid line on the
upper side indicates a temperature change in the upper
portion of the cell stack unit. A broken line indicates a
flow rate change in a cooling gas.
[0086] It was found that, in the fuel cell of the example,
a temperature difference between the upper and lower
portions of the cell stack unit was approximately 5°C at
a stage before an introduction of a cooling gas. It was
found that the temperatures of the upper portion and the
lower portion of the cell stack unit increased with the tem-
perature difference therebetween kept approximately
constant, and the temperature difference between the
upper portion and the lower portion of the cell stack unit
did not tend to widen.
[0087] When the cooling gas was introduced and the
flow rate thereof was raised, the temperatures of the up-
per portion and the lower portion of the cell stack unit
started to decrease at around 820°C with almost the
same timing. At this time, the temperature difference was
approximately 10°C.
[0088] It was found that if the flow rate of the cooling
gas was held constant from the time of the start of de-
crease in a temperature, the temperatures of the upper
portion and the lower portion of the cell stack unit de-
creased slowly with the temperature difference of approx-
imately 10°C held, and then tended to converge to 800°C.

That is, it was found that the entirety of the cell stack unit
could be held at an optimum operating temperature of
around 800°C, and thus an electric power could be gen-
erated stably.

(Variation)

[0089] FIG. 9 illustrates a variation of the above-de-
scribed fuel cell 1. In the fuel cell of this variation, the
locations of a large-diameter portion 32, a metal tube 61,
and a heat-absorption space 34 are different from those
of the above-described fuel cell 1.
[0090] As illustrated in FIG. 5, in the above-described
fuel cell 1, the large-diameter portion 32 and some other
elements are provided to reach the uppermost portion of
the cell stack unit 21 (the uppermost layer of the upper
portion). However, it was found that such layouts of the
large-diameter portion 32 and the other elements tended
to cause a widened temperature difference over time be-
tween the uppermost layer of the upper portion and the
lower portion.
[0091] In other words, in the above-described exam-
ple, the uppermost layer of the upper portion was meas-
ured as an example of the upper portion. However, it was
found that when a temperature of a middle layer of the
upper portion was measured alternatively, the tempera-
ture tended to be higher than that of the uppermost layer
of the upper portion. Then, it was found that when the
flow rate of the cooling gas was adjusted to cool the mid-
dle layer, the upper portion (the uppermost layer of the
upper portion) was cooled so much that the temperature
of the upper portion was decreased to below the temper-
ature of the lower portion.
[0092] FIG. 10 is a graph showing such changes as
described above, and a broken line indicates a flow rate
change in the cooling gas. As shown in FIG. 10, it was
found that if the large-diameter portion 32 and some other
elements were provided to reach the uppermost layer of
the upper portion, the uppermost layer of the upper por-
tion was cooled so much that a temperature thereof be-
came rather lower than a temperature of the lower portion
at some point, and the temperature difference between
the uppermost layer of the upper portion and the lower
portion tended to widen over time.
[0093] Then, as a result of a study, as illustrated in FIG.
9, the locations of the large-diameter portion 32 and some
other elements were shifted downward, and the upper
portion were defined so as to include "the uppermost lay-
er of the upper portion" and "the middle layer of the upper
portion." In this case, as shown in a graph of FIG. 11, the
temperature difference between the uppermost layer of
the upper portion and the lower portion did not widen
over time by providing the large-diameter portion 32 and
some other elements on the middle layer of the upper
portion, not on the uppermost layer of the upper portion.
[0094] Thus, according to the fuel cell of this variation,
regardless of the lapse of time, the entirety of the cell
stack unit 21 can be cooled uniformly, and electric power
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can be generated more efficiently and stably.

(Others)

[0095] The fuel cell of the present invention is not lim-
ited to the above-described embodiments, and may in-
clude other various configurations.
[0096] The structure of the heat-absorption part is not
limited to the spiral metal piping. For example, as illus-
trated in FIG. 12, a double tube structure may be provided
on the upper portion of the cover 31 to form an annular
space 70 in which a cooling gas flows along the periphery
of the cell stack unit.
[0097] The heat-absorption part may be provided in
any area as long as it is away from the introduction por-
tion. For example, if the introduction portion is provided
on the upper end of the cell stack unit 21, the heat-ab-
sorption part may be provided in any area as long as it
is on the periphery of the lower portion of the cell stack
unit 21. In addition, if the introduction portion is provided
on an intermediate portion of the cell stack unit 21, the
heat-absorption part may be provided in any area as long
as it is on either one of the peripheries of the upper portion
and the lower portion of the cell stack unit 21, or on both
the peripheries thereof.
[0098] The cell stack 6 is not limited to a vertical layout,
and may be provided in a horizontal layout.
[0099] In addition, the cell stack is not limited to a stack-
type cell stack, and may be, e.g., a cell stack comprised
of a cylindrical cell tube.
[0100] Specifically, such a cell stack comprised of a
cylindrical cell tube includes the following configurations.
[0101] The cell stack comprised of a cylindrical cell
tube includes a cylindrical cell unit and electrode termi-
nals connected to both ends of the cell unit. In the cell
unit, provided are a cylindrical inside electrode layer, a
cylindrical outside electrode layer, and an electrolyte lay-
er provided therebetween. The inside electrode layer is
a fuel electrode, and the outside electrode layer is an air
electrode. The inside electrode layer is electrically con-
nected to the electrode terminals. A fuel gas passage is
formed in a central portion of the electrode terminal.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE CHARACTERS

[0102]

1 Fuel Cell
6 Cell Stack
10 Reactant Gas Introduction Path
11 Oxidizing Agent Gas Introduction Path
12 Anode-Side Exhaust Path
13 Cathode-Side Exhaust Path
14 Cooling Gas Introduction Path
21 Cell Stack Unit
21a Single Cell
22 Support Base
23 Support Rod

31 Cover
32 Large-Diameter Portion
34 Heat-Absorption Space
41 Anode-Side Intake Manifold
42 Cathode-Side Intake Manifold
43 Exhaust Manifold
44 Anode-Side Inlet (Introduction Portion)
45 Cathode-Side Inlet (Introduction Portion)
61 Metal Tube
62 Upstream Connecting Portion
63 Downstream Connecting Portion

Claims

1. A solid oxide fuel cell (1), comprising:

a cell stack (6) including an anode electrode and
a cathode electrode and comprised of a solid
electrolyte;
a reformed gas introduction path (10) introduc-
ing a reformed gas primarily composed of hy-
drogen into the cell stack (6);
an oxidizing agent gas introduction path (11) in-
troducing an oxidizing agent gas, heated by a
preheater (3), into the cell stack (6); and
a heat-absorption part (61) absorbing heat on a
periphery of the cell stack (6);
characterized in that
the solid oxide fuel cell (1) further comprises a
cooling gas introduction path (14) bypassing the
preheater (3) and introducing the oxidizing
agent gas into the oxidizing agent gas introduc-
tion path (11), wherein
the cooling gas introduction path (14) branches
from a branch portion (15) provided upstream
of the preheater (3) in the oxidizing agent gas
introduction path (11), and, through the heat-
absorption part (61), is connected with a joining
portion (16) provided downstream of the pre-
heater (3) in the oxidizing agent gas introduction
path (11) and upstream of the cell stack (6).

2. The fuel cell of claim 1, wherein
the periphery of the cell stack (6) is covered by a
tubular cover (31) extending along the cell stack (6).

3. The fuel cell of claim 1 or 2, wherein
the cell stack (6) includes a lower end supported by
a support base (22) and extends upward in a vertical
direction,
introduction portions (44,45) introducing the re-
formed gas and the oxidizing agent gas are provided
in a lower end portion of the cell stack (6), and
the heat-absorption part (61) is provided in a periph-
ery of an upper portion of the cell stack (6).

4. The fuel cell of claim 3, wherein
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the upper portion of the cell stack (6) includes an
uppermost layer of the upper portion and a middle
layer of the upper portion located under the upper-
most layer of the upper portion, and
the heat-absorption part (61) is provided on the mid-
dle layer of the upper portion, not on the uppermost
layer of the upper portion.

5. The fuel cell of any one of claims 1-4, wherein
the heat-absorption part (61) is comprised of a metal
tube installed in a space in the periphery of the cell
stack (6).

6. The fuel cell of claim 5, wherein
the metal tube is spirally provided in the periphery
of the cell stack (6).

Patentansprüche

1. Feststoffoxidbrennstoffzelle (1) umfassend:

ein Zellenstapel (6) einschließlich einer Anoden-
elektrode und einer Kathodenelektrode und be-
stehend aus festem Elektrolyt;
ein Reformgaseinlasskanal (10), der ein refor-
miertes hauptsächlich aus Wasserstoff beste-
hendes reformiertes Gas in den Zellenstapel (6)
zuführt;
ein Einlasskanal (11) für oxidierendes Agens-
gas, der ein oxidierendes von einem Vorheizer
(3) erhitztes Agensgas in den Zellenstapel (6)
zuführt; und
ein Hitzeabsorptionsteil (61), das Hitze an ei-
nem Rand des Zellenstapels (6) absorbiert;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Feststoffoxidbrennstoffzelle (1) außerdem
einen Kühlgaseinlasskanal (14) umfasst, der
den Vorheizer (3) umgeht und das oxidierende
Agensgas in den Einlasskanal (11) für oxidie-
rendes Agensgas zuführt, wobei
der Kühlgaseinlasskanal (14) von einem Ab-
zweigungsteil (15) abzweigt, das strömungsauf-
wärts von dem Vorheizer (3) in dem Einlasska-
nal (11) für oxidierendes Agensgas vorgesehen
ist, und über das Hitzeabsorptionsteil (61) mit
einem Verbindungsteil (16) verbunden ist, das
strömungsabwärts von dem Vorheizer (3) in
dem Einlasskanal (11) für oxidierendes Agens-
gas und strömungsaufwärts von dem Zellensta-
pel (6) vorgesehen ist.

2. Brennstoffzelle nach Anspruch 1, wobei
der Rand des Zellenstabes (6) von einer rohrförmi-
gen Haube (31) bedeckt ist, die sich entlang des Zel-
lenstapels (6) erstreckt.

3. Brennstoffzelle nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei

der Zellenstapel (6) ein unteres Ende aufweist, das
von einer Stützbasis (22) getragen ist und sich in
vertikaler Richtung aufwärts erstreckt,
Zufuhrteile (44, 45), die das reformierte Gas und das
oxidierende Agensgas zuführen, in dem unteren Teil
des Zellenstapels (6) vorgesehen sind, und
das Hitzeabsorptionsteil (61) in einem Rand von ei-
nem oberen Teil des Zellenstabes (6) vorgesehen
ist.

4. Brennstoffzelle nach Anspruch 3, wobei
der obere Teil des Zellenstapels (6) eine oberste La-
ge des oberen Teils und eine mittlere Lage von dem
oberen Teil aufweist, die unter der obersten Lage
von dem oberen Teil angeordnet ist, und
das Hitzeabsorptionsteil (61) auf der mittleren Lage
von dem oberen Teil und nicht in der obersten Lage
des oberen Teils vorgesehen ist.

5. Brennstoffzelle nach einem der Ansprüche 1-4, wo-
bei
das Hitzeabsorptionsteil (61) ein Metallrohr umfasst,
das in einem Raum am Rand des Zellenstapels (6)
installiert ist.

6. Brennstoffzelle nach Anspruch 5, wobei
das Metallrohr spiralförmig in dem Rand des Zellen-
stapels (6) angeordnet ist.

Revendications

1. Pile à combustible à oxyde solide (1), comprenant :

un empilement de cellules (6) incluant une élec-
trode anodique et une électrode cathodique et
comprenant un électrolyte solide ;
une voie d’introduction de gaz reformé (10) in-
troduisant un gaz reformé principalement com-
posé d’hydrogène dans l’empilement de cellules
(6) ;
une voie d’introduction de gaz à action oxydante
(11) introduisant un gaz à action oxydante,
chauffé par un préchauffeur (3), dans l’empile-
ment de cellules (6) ; et
une partie d’absorption de chaleur (61) absor-
bant la chaleur sur une périphérie de l’empile-
ment de cellules (6) ;
caractérisée en ce que
la pile à combustible à oxyde solide (1) com-
prend en outre une voie d’introduction de gaz
refroidissant (14) contournant le préchauffeur
(3) et introduisant le gaz à action oxydante dans
la voie d’introduction de gaz à action oxydante
(11), dans laquelle
la voie d’introduction de gaz refroidissant (14)
se ramifie à partir d’une portion formant branche
(15) prévue en amont du préchauffeur (3) dans
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la voie d’introduction de gaz à action oxydante
(11), et, au travers de la partie d’absorption de
chaleur (61), est connectée à une portion de
jointure (16) prévue en aval du préchauffeur (3)
dans la voie d’introduction de gaz à action oxy-
dante (11) et en amont de l’empilement de cel-
lules (6).

2. Pile à combustible selon la revendication 1, dans
laquelle
la périphérie de l’empilement de cellules (6) est re-
couverte d’un couvercle tubulaire (31) s’étendant le
long de l’empilement de cellules (6).

3. Pile à combustible selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans laquelle
l’empilement de cellules (6) inclut une extrémité in-
férieure supportée par une base de support (22) et
s’étend vers le haut dans une direction verticale,
des portions d’introduction (44, 45) introduisant le
gaz reformé et le gaz à action oxydante sont prévues
dans une portion d’extrémité inférieure de l’empile-
ment de cellules (6), et
la partie d’absorption de chaleur (61) est prévue
dans une périphérie d’une portion supérieure de
l’empilement de cellules (6).

4. Pile à combustible selon la revendication 3, dans
laquelle
la portion supérieure de l’empilement de cellules (6)
inclut une couche la plus élevée de la portion supé-
rieure et une couche intermédiaire de la portion su-
périeure située sous la couche la plus élevée de la
portion supérieure, et
la pièce d’absorption de chaleur (61) est prévue sur
la couche intermédiaire de la portion supérieure, pas
sur la couche la plus élevée de la portion supérieure.

5. Pile à combustible selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 4, dans laquelle
la partie d’absorption de chaleur (61) est composée
d’un tube métallique installé dans un espace situé
dans la périphérie de l’empilement de cellules (6).

6. Pile à combustible selon la revendication 5, dans
laquelle
le tube métallique est prévu en spirale dans la péri-
phérie de l’empilement de cellules (6).
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