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Description

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention, in some embodiments
thereof, relates to a colon cleaning system, and more
particularly, but not exclusively, to a device and method
for coupling between a colonoscope and one or more
add-on tubes.
[0002] U.S Publication No. 2012/0101336 A1 to Hirsch
et al. discloses "An endoscopic system for use with an
endoscope, including an irrigation tube that provides a
flow of irrigation fluid for cleaning a body lumen, and a
suction tube for sucking material from the body lumen,
wherein the suction tube is connected to a branch con-
nector and one branch of the branch connector is con-
nected to a suction source tube which is connected to a
suction source and another branch of the branch con-
nector is connected to a vent tube, and wherein the suc-
tion source tube and the vent tube pass through a double
pinch valve."
[0003] PCT publication WOOO/54653 A1 to Adams et
al. discloses a controllable sheath for optimizing the con-
trol of surgical instruments at the operation site includes
a flexible
sheath (28) surrounding an endoscope (30) and including
a lumen (32, 34) extending along the walls of the sheath
and adjacent to the endoscope.
[0004] EP1284120 to Herrmann discloses a disposa-
ble casing for coupling an endoscope to a tool for a single
use comprises at least one endoscope channel (21) re-
ceiving the endoscope. And
[0005] US 2006/235458 A1 to Belson discloses instru-
ments for investigation, screening, diagnosis, analysis or
therapy and, more particularly, towards embodiments of
one or more external working channels along the instru-
ment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] According to the invention, there is provided a
sleeve assembly for coupling between a colonoscope
insertion tube and one or more add-on tubes, according
to claims 1-15. According to the invention, there is pro-
vided a method for coupling between a colonoscope in-
sertion tube and one or more add-on tubes, as defined
by claims 16 to 20. Unless otherwise defined, all technical
and/or scientific terms used herein have the same mean-
ing as commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in
the art to which the invention pertains. Although methods
and materials similar or equivalent to those described
herein can be used in the practice or testing of embodi-
ments of the invention, exemplary methods and/or ma-
terials are described below. In case of conflict, the patent
specification, including definitions, will control. In addi-
tion, the materials, methods, and examples are illustra-
tive only and are not intended to be necessarily limiting.
[0007] Implementation of the method and/or system of

embodiments of the invention can involve performing or
completing selected tasks manually, automatically, or a
combination thereof. Moreover, according to actual in-
strumentation and equipment of embodiments of the
method and/or system of the invention, several selected
tasks could be implemented by hardware, by software or
by firmware or by a combination thereof using an oper-
ating system.
[0008] For example, hardware for performing selected
tasks according to embodiments of the invention could
be implemented as a chip or a circuit. As software, se-
lected tasks according to embodiments of the invention
could be implemented as a plurality of software instruc-
tions being executed by a computer using any suitable
operating system. In an exemplary embodiment of the
invention, one or more tasks according to exemplary em-
bodiments of method and/or system as described herein
are performed by a data processor, such as a computing
platform for executing a plurality of instructions. Option-
ally, the data processor includes a volatile memory for
storing instructions and/or data and/or a non-volatile stor-
age, for example, a magnetic hard-disk and/or removable
media, for storing instructions and/or data.
[0009] Optionally, a network connection is provided as
well. A display and/or a user input device such as a key-
board or mouse are optionally provided as well.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWINGS

[0010] Some embodiments of the invention are herein
described, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings. With specific reference now to
the drawings in detail, it is stressed that the particulars
shown are by way of example and for purposes of illus-
trative discussion of embodiments of the invention. In this
regard, the description taken with the drawings makes
apparent to those skilled in the art how embodiments of
the invention may be practiced.
[0011] In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a flowchart of a general method for coupling
between a colonoscope and one or more add-on
tubes, according to some embodiments of the inven-
tion;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an exemplary method for
coupling between a colonoscope and one or more
add-on tubes using a sleeve assembly, according to
some embodiments of the invention;
FIGs. 3A-3B show longitudinal (Figure 3A) and trans-
verse (Figure 3B) cross sections of an exemplary
sleeve assembly, according to some embodiments
of the invention;
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a system comprising
an inflation module for coupling between a colono-
scope and one or more add-on tubes, according to
some embodiments of the invention;
FIG. 5 is an exemplary configuration of a sleeve as-
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sembly comprising one or more add-on tubes and
configured for receiving a colonoscope, according
to some embodiments of the invention;
FIGs. 6A-C are drawings of a set up procedure for
coupling between a colonoscope and one or more
add-on tubes using a sleeve assembly, according to
some embodiments of the invention;
FIG. 7 is a drawing of a colonoscope coupled to one
or more add-on tubes by a sleeve, according to some
embodiments of the invention;
FIGs. 8A-8B show a side view (Figure 8A) and a front
view (Figure 8B) of a distal housing of a sleeve as-
sembly, according to some embodiments of the in-
vention;
FIGs. 9A-9F show various schematic configurations
for positioning one or more add-on tubes with respect
to a colonoscope, according to some embodiments
of the invention;
FIGs. 10A-10B are various alternative configurations
of a sleeve, according to some embodiments of the
invention;
FIG. 11 shows a colonoscopy system in which the
colonoscope’s insertion tube is coupled to a plurality
of add-on tubes by a sleeve, according to some em-
bodiments of the invention;
FIGs. 12A-12B illustrate an exemplary jig for setting
up the colonoscope and add-on tubes assembly, ac-
cording to some embodiments of the invention; and
FIG. 13 illustrates an exemplary mechanism for de-
taching the add-on tubes from the colonoscope, ac-
cording to some embodiments of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENTS OF THE 
INVENTION

[0012] The present invention, in some embodiments
thereof, relates to a colon cleaning system, and more
particularly, but not exclusively, to a device and method
for coupling between a colonoscope and one or more
add-on tubes, configured for insertion into the colon. Op-
tionally, a coupling is formed between an insertion tube
of a colonoscope, and at least a portion of the length of
one or more add-on tubes. In some embodiments, the
add-on tubes comprise tubes for irrigation of the colon,
tubes for evacuation of matter from the colon, and/or
tubes configured for sensing within the colon, such as
sensing of pressure. In some embodiments, the one or
more add-on tubes and colonoscope are configured to
be maneuvered together within a colon.
[0013] An aspect of some embodiments relates to cou-
pling between a colonoscope and one or more add-on
tubes. Optionally, the colonoscope is coupled to the add-
on tubes outside the body, and the add-on tubes are held
to the colonoscope for example by a sleeve as described
herein, so that the colonoscope and tubes can be moved
together.
[0014] In some embodiments, a system for coupling
between the colonoscope and add-on tubes comprises

a collapsible sleeve, which, when collapsed to a relaxed
state, is configured to fit tightly over the colonoscope and
to hold the add-on tubes to the colonoscope. In some
embodiments, collapsing of the sleeve brings the one or
more add-on tubes radially closer to the colonoscope.
Optionally, the collapsed sleeve attaches between the
colonoscope and tubes along at least a portion of the
colonoscope, for example along a total of 60%, 70%,
80% or intermediate, larger or smaller percentages of
the colonoscope’s length. Optionally, the tubes and the
colonoscope are attached at a plurality of spaced apart
segments.
[0015] In some embodiments, collapsing of the sleeve
comprises removing air from the sleeve. Optionally, not
all parts of the sleeve are collapsed at the same time, for
example a distal end of the sleeve is collapsed before a
proximal end. Alternatively, the sleeve is collapsed at
once. Optionally, the sleeve is collapsed by removal of
a cap, for example from a distal end of the sleeve, thus
enabling air to flow out of the sleeve.
[0016] In some embodiments, air bubbles which may
form, for example, between the colonoscope and the
sleeve are removed, for example by applying vacuum
following the collapsing.
[0017] In some embodiments, in a non-collapsed state
of the sleeve, a diameter of the sleeve is at least 5%,
10%, 20% or intermediate, larger or smaller percentages
larger than a diameter of a colonoscope intended to be
positioned within the sleeve.
[0018] Optionally, in a non-collapsed state of the
sleeve, the sleeve is expanded in a radially outwards
direction, for example by inflation. A potential advantage
of an expanded sleeve may include facilitating insertion
of the colonoscope into the sleeve during set up, for ex-
ample by threading the colonoscope into the sleeve.
[0019] In some embodiments, the sleeve is a cylinder
comprising one or more internal lumens. Optionally, the
one or more lumens extend between a proximal end and
a distal end of the sleeve. In some embodiments, the
sleeve extends to a length at least as long as a colono-
scope received within it. Optionally, the sleeve is contin-
uous.
[0020] Alternatively, the sleeve is non-continuous, and
is formed of, for example, a plurality of tubular segments
or rings.
[0021] Optionally, the sleeve is configured for aligning
between the colonoscope and the add-on tubes, for ex-
ample aligning the add-on tubes with respect to a longi-
tudinal axis of the colonoscope. In some embodiments,
the sleeve is shaped to hold the tubes wound around the
colonoscope. Additionally or alternatively, the sleeve
holds the tubes aligned in parallel to the colonoscope. In
some embodiments, the shaping of the sleeve for tube
alignment comprises providing the sleeve with one or
more guide members; for example, a closed channel, a
guide-wall, and/or another form of longitudinally extend-
ing (optionally, helical or partially helical) protrusion
and/or groove which provides a track along which a tube
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is constrained to extend.
[0022] In some embodiments, a coupling between the
colonoscope and add-on tubes is formed with some de-
gree of freedom, for example allowing, to a certain extent,
axial sliding of the add-on tubes with respect to the colon-
oscope or vice versa, allowing, to a certain extent, angu-
lar rotation of the tubes with respect to the colonoscope
and/or allowing, to a certain extent and for no more than,
for example, 30% of the colonoscope’s length, a radial
gap between the colonoscope and add-on tubes. A po-
tential advantage of a coupling with a certain degree of
freedom may include reducing a rigidity of the complete
colonoscope and add-on tubes assembly, which may fa-
cilitate maneuvering in the colon. In some embodiments,
a rigidity is reduced by using the sleeve to couple be-
tween the colonoscope and add-on tubes along only a
portion of the colonoscope’s length, for example along
40%, 60%, 85% or intermediate, larger or smaller per-
centages of the length, and using other coupling means
to couple the rest of the colonoscope’s length to the
tubes, for example using a plurality of tape wraps.
[0023] In some embodiments, a sleeve assembly is
provided, for example including an inner sleeve posi-
tioned within an outer sleeve. Optionally, the inner sleeve
is attached to the outer sleeve along at least a circum-
ferential segment of the sleeves’ walls. In some embod-
iments, the inner sleeve is configured to receive a colon-
oscope, and a lumen between the inner sleeve and the
outer sleeve includes the add-on tubes to be coupled to
the colonoscope. Optionally, the one or more add-on
tubes are an integrated part of the sleeve. Additionally
or alternatively, the one or more add-on tubes are passed
within the lumen.
[0024] In some embodiments, expansion of the sleeve
assembly or a portion of it such as the inner sleeve is
obtained by inflation. Optionally, inflation is carried out
by connecting the sleeve assembly, for example through
a valve, to an inflation module.
[0025] Optionally, the inflation module comprises a
pump and a pressure regulator. In some embodiments,
the inner sleeve is inflated, and the outer sleeve, which
encircles the inner sleeve, is caused to expand as well.
In some embodiments, inflation causes overstretching of
the inner and/or outer sleeve longitudinally, so that when
collapsed, ripples are reduced. Optionally, inflation is per-
formed to detect tears or other defects in the sleeve.
[0026] In some embodiments, the inner and/or outer
sleeves are formed with varying degrees of stiffness, for
example different stiffness properties for different longi-
tudinal sections of the sleeve, to accommodate portions
of the colonoscope having different flexibility properties.
[0027] In some embodiments, the add-on tubes are
oriented with respect to a handle of the colonoscope, for
example so that maneuvering of the colonoscope within
the body is least affected by the add-on tubes.
[0028] In some embodiments, the system comprises
a jig for use during set up of the sleeve and add-on tubes.
Optionally, the jig is shaped to straighten the sleeve as-

sembly during the attachment process. Optionally, the
jig is shaped and/or sized to prevent overexpansion of
the sleeve assembly. Optionally, the jig is shaped to de-
fine a track for threading of the colonoscope and/or the
add-on tubes, so that they are positioned at a designated
orientation with respect to each other.
[0029] In some embodiments, the jig is a telescopic
track which can be expanded to at least a length of the
colonoscope. In some embodiments, a packaging of the
sleeve serves as the jig. In some embodiments, an ex-
ternal sleeve, for example a rigid sleeve, serves as the
jig. Optionally, the rigid external sleeve reduces or pre-
vents over expansion. In some embodiments, a colono-
scope’s works station is formed with a jig on which the
colonoscope and add-on tubes can be set up.
[0030] In some embodiments, the jig comprises one or
more sensors, for example for detecting a pressure level
in the sleeve assembly, detecting a positioning of the
colonoscope and/or add-on tubes, and/or detecting a fit
of the collapsed sleeve assembly to the colonoscope.
[0031] Additionally or alternatively, means other than
the jig are used for aligning the colonoscope and the add-
on tubes, for example, a bridge shape element which is
slid over the sleeve assembly to straighten it, or vertically
hanging the sleeve assembly, utilizing gravity to straight-
en it.
[0032] In some embodiments, a disposable sleeve with
pre-attached add-on tubes is provided, and a colono-
scope is threaded through to be coupled to the tubes.
[0033] It is noted that in some embodiments, the ap-
paratuses and/or methods described herein may be ap-
plied for coupling between an endoscope and one or
more add-on tubes.
[0034] As used herein, the term "proximal" may include
any portion of the colonoscope, add-on tubes and/or oth-
er components of the colonoscopy system which are
closer to a user manipulated end of the device, and may
be configured to remain outside the body; the term "distal"
may include any portion of the colonoscope, add-on
tubes and/or other components of the colonoscopy sys-
tem which are closer to an end configured for insertion
into the colon. Orientation of other components described
herein may be defined with respect to the proximal and
distal ends of the system.
[0035] As referred to herein, a typical colonoscope in-
cludes one or more of an insertion tube or a portion of
the insertion tube, a Y-connector, an umbilical cord, a
handle. As a general note, when a colonoscope is re-
ferred to in the context of coupling to one or more add-
on tubes, the term "colonoscope" may refer to at least a
portion of an insertion tube of the colonoscope.
[0036] Before explaining at least one embodiment of
the invention in detail, it is to be understood that the in-
vention is not necessarily limited in its application to the
details of construction and the arrangement of the com-
ponents and/or methods set forth in the following descrip-
tion and/or illustrated in the drawings and/or the Exam-
ples. The invention is capable of other embodiments or
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of being practiced or carried out in various ways.
[0037] Before explaining at least one embodiment of
the invention in detail, it is to be understood that the in-
vention is not necessarily limited in its application to the
details set forth in the following description or exemplified
by the Examples. The invention is capable of other em-
bodiments or of being practiced or carried out in various
ways.
[0038] Referring now to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
flowchart of a general method for coupling between a
colonoscope and one or more add-on tubes, according
to some embodiments of the invention.
[0039] In some embodiments, the method is performed
prior to a colonoscopy procedure, for example by a phy-
sician or other medical and/or technical personnel. In
some embodiments, the method is performed externally
to the body, to couple between a colonoscope and one
or more add-on tubes, which are intended for insertion
into a patient’s colon.
[0040] In some embodiments, a sleeve is provided
(100). Optionally, the sleeve comprises one or more add-
on tubes. Optionally, the add-on tubes are an integrated
part of the sleeve, for example attached to an inner wall
of the sleeve. Additionally or alternatively, one or more
tubes are inserted into the sleeve. Optionally, the tubes
are passed along a length of the sleeve.
[0041] In some embodiments, the add-on tubes com-
prise one or more of: a tube for irrigation of the colon; a
tube for evacuation of matter from the colon, such as
fecal matter; a tube configured for sensing within the co-
lon, for example a tube comprising a pressure sensor at
its distal end; a tube configured to deliver a tool into the
colon.
[0042] Optionally, the one or more add-on tubes are
connected to a work station, for example at their proximal
end. For example, in some embodiments, an evacuation
tube is connected to a vacuum source. In some embod-
iments, an irrigation tube is connected to a liquid tank. In
some embodiments, a pressure sensing tube is connect-
ed a vacuum source.
[0043] In some embodiments, the sleeve is disposa-
ble. Optionally, the add-on tubes are disposable.
[0044] In some embodiments, a colonoscope is posi-
tioned within the sleeve (102).
[0045] Optionally, the colonoscope is threaded into the
sleeve. Optionally, the colonoscope is rotated during in-
sertion into the sleeve. In some embodiments, the sleeve
may comprise an aperture through which the colono-
scope can be placed, for example an elongated slot which
can be closed once the colonoscope has been placed
within the sleeve. Optionally, friction at the interface be-
tween the colonoscope and the sleeve’s walls is reduced,
for example to reduce the amount of force which needs
to be exerted on the colonoscope to pass it through the
sleeve. Optionally, friction is reduced by a sleeve having
a diameter which, at least along some segments of the
sleeve and/or at certain times, for example prior to col-
lapsing of the sleeve, is larger than a diameter of the

colonoscope. Optionally, an oversized diameter of the
sleeve is obtained by inflating the sleeve or portions of
it, for example with air. Additionally or alternatively, fric-
tion is reduced by lubricating the colonoscope and/or the
inner walls of the sleeve, for example using Vaseline.
Additionally or alternatively, friction is reduced by a coat-
ing on the inner walls of the sleeve which is effective to
reduce friction, for example comprising a polymer mate-
rial.
[0046] In some embodiments, insertion of the colono-
scope into the sleeve is aided, for example, by a jig. Op-
tionally, for example as will be further described herein,
the jig defines a track for positioning of the sleeve during
insertion of the colonoscope. In some embodiments, the
jig straightens the sleeve, to facilitate insertion of the
colonoscope through.
[0047] In some embodiments, after insertion of the
colonoscope into the sleeve, the sleeve is collapsed
(104). Optionally, collapsing comprises removing air from
a lumen of the sleeve, for example by suctioning and/or
by letting air flow out of the sleeve.
[0048] Optionally, collapsing brings the one or more
add-on tubes closer to the colonoscope, for example ra-
dially closer. In some embodiments, the sleeve holds the
tubes aligned parallel to a longitudinal axis of the colon-
oscope. Additionally or alternatively, the sleeve holds the
tubes at an angle relative to a longitudinal axis of the
colonoscope. Optionally, the tubes are wound around
the colonoscope.
[0049] In some embodiments, the collapsed sleeve re-
stricts movement of the add-on tubes with respect to the
colonoscope or vice versa, for example radial movement
inward and/or outward with respect to each other, axial
movement with respect to each other, and/or rotational
movement with respect to each other. Additionally or al-
ternatively, the collapsed sleeve is arranged to provide
some freedom of movement.
[0050] Optionally, the sleeve is arranged to restrict
movement along some portions of the sleeve, and allow
movement, for example to a certain extent, at other por-
tions of the sleeve. For example, in some embodiments,
the sleeve is arranged to allow sliding of the tubes with
respect to the colonoscope. Additionally or alternatively,
the sleeve is arranged to allow one or more radial gaps
between the colonoscope and tubes, which may increase
or decrease in size. Optionally, the radial boundary of
movement is selected to maintain the complete coupled
assembly of the colonoscope and tubes under a certain
diameter, for example a diameter ranging between 12-25
mm, such as 14 mm, 18 mm, 24 mm or intermediate,
larger or smaller diameters. A potential advantage of en-
abling movement of the tubes and/or colonoscope with
respect to each other, for example to a certain extent,
may include reducing a rigidity of the coupled assembly.
Reducing a rigidity may facilitate maneuvering of the
complete assembly inside the colon.
[0051] In some embodiments, for example following
use, a colonoscope is removed from the sleeve. Option-
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ally, the colonoscope is removed by cutting the sleeve.
[0052] Optionally, removing the colonoscope compris-
es cutting a slot, for example at a distal end of the sleeve,
and tearing the sleeve open. In some embodiments, a
thin thread, for example formed of metal or nylon, is pre-
viously passed within the sleeve, for example the thread
is inserted along with the colonoscope, and the sleeve
can be torn open by pulling on an end of the thread which
extends beyond a proximal and/or distal opening of the
sleeve. Optionally, the thread is integrated within the
sleeve.
[0053] Figure 2 is a flowchart of an exemplary method
for coupling between a colonoscope and one or more
add-on tubes using a sleeve assembly comprising an
inner sleeve and an outer sleeve, according to some em-
bodiments of the invention.
[0054] In some embodiments, a sleeve assembly com-
prising an inner sleeve encircled by an outer sleeve is
provided (200). Optionally, one or more add-on tubes are
an integrated part of the sleeve assembly, for example
positioned at a lumen between the inner and outer sleeve.
Additionally or alternatively, one or more add-on tubes
are passed within the sleeve.
[0055] In some embodiments, one or more portions of
the sleeve assembly are expanded. Optionally, the
sleeve or one or more segments of it are expanded in a
radial direction. In some embodiments, a length of the
sleeve is extended in a proximal direction and/or in a
distal direction.
[0056] In some embodiments, the inner sleeve is ex-
panded (202). In some embodiments, expansion is ob-
tained by inflating the inner sleeve, for example with air.
[0057] Additionally or alternatively, the inner sleeve is
inflated with fluid. In some embodiments, the inner sleeve
is expanded by removal of material, for example from a
lumen between the inner and outer sleeve. Optionally,
air is removed from the lumen between the sleeves, for
example by suctioning, causing the inner sleeve to radi-
ally expand.
[0058] In some embodiments, the inner sleeve is ex-
panded to a diameter similar to or larger than a diameter
of a colonoscope intended to be received within the
sleeve, for example 5%, 10%, 20%, 30%, or intermedi-
ate, larger or smaller percentages larger than a diameter
of the colonoscope. Optionally, the walls of the inner
sleeve exert force on the walls of the outer sleeve, caus-
ing it to expand as well.
[0059] In some embodiments, a material of the inner
and/or outer sleeve is selected to be elastic enough to
provide expansion. Alternatively, the outer sleeve is
formed of a rigid material. Optionally, a rigid outer sleeve
restricts the expansion of the inner sleeve.
[0060] In some embodiments, a colonoscope is insert-
ed into the expanded inner sleeve (204), for example by
threading. Optionally, the inner sleeve and/or outer
sleeve are over stretched longitudinally, and may extend,
for example, to a distance past a head of the colono-
scope, for example extending 1 mm, 2 mm, 5 mm, 10

mm, 1 cm, 5 cm 10 cm or intermediate, larger or smaller
distances past a distal head of the colonoscope. A po-
tential advantage of over stretching may include reducing
or preventing ripples and/or kinks of the sleeve, for ex-
ample after collapsing.
[0061] In some embodiments, at least the inner sleeve
is collapsed (206). In some embodiments, collapsing in-
cludes removing air from the sleeve, for example by suc-
tioning the air and/or by letting air out. Optionally, the
outer sleeve, due to its elastic properties, is collapsed as
well. Optionally, the collapsed inner sleeve fits tightly over
the colonoscope. A tight fit may be obtained, for example,
by an inner sleeve having a collapsed diameter smaller
than that of the colonoscope, for example 5%, 10%, 15%,
30% or intermediate, larger or smaller percentages
smaller than a diameter of the colonoscope. In some em-
bodiments, an expanded state of a sleeve lumen, suitable
in diameter to receive a colonoscope insertion tube, com-
prises elastic stretching of at least 2 mm in lumenal di-
ameter over an unstretched state. The elastic stretching
is optionally of the inner sleeve, outer sleeve, or both.
[0062] In some embodiments, the colonoscope and at-
tached add-on tubes which are held together by the
sleeve assembly are inserted into the colon (208). Op-
tionally, the colonoscope and tubes are steered together
in the colon (210).
[0063] In some embodiments, if relative movement, to
a certain extent, is allowed between one or more of the
add-on tubes and the colonoscope, a user may adjust
their relative positioning, for example by axially sliding
an add-on tube, for example, an add-on tube configured
for irrigation, to a distance beyond the colonoscope’s dis-
tal head, such as to clear the colon area in front of the
colonoscope’s head. Optionally, the colonoscope’s po-
sitioning in the sleeve can be adjusted in-vivo, for exam-
ple by re-inflating the sleeve, advancing or pulling the
colonoscope to a desired positioning in the sleeve, and
collapsing the sleeve. Optionally, when performed in-vi-
vo, a pressure level of inflation of the sleeve is set to a
level lower than a pressure level of ex-vivo inflation.
[0064] In some embodiments, for example after the
colonoscope and add-on tubes are withdrawn from the
colon, the colonoscope is removed from the sleeve. Op-
tionally, the add-on tubes are removed from the sleeve.
Optionally, the sleeve comprising the add-on tubes is dis-
posed. Alternatively, the add-on tubes are removed, and
the sleeve is disposed. Optionally, the add-on tubes are
sterilized for additional use.
[0065] Figures 3A-3B show longitudinal (Figure 3A)
and transverse (Figure 3B) cross sections of an exem-
plary sleeve assembly, according to some embodiments
of the invention.
[0066] In some embodiments, the sleeve assembly
comprises an inner sleeve 11, adapted for receiving a
colonoscope. Inner sleeve 11 is circumferentially sur-
rounded by an outer sleeve 10, including one or more
add-on tubes. The exemplary configuration shown herein
does not show add-on tubes, and those may be inserted
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into the sleeve, for example inserted into lumen 15 of
outer sleeve 10, such as between the walls of inner
sleeve 11 and outer sleeve 10. Alternatively, the add-on
tubes are an integrated portion of the sleeve, for example,
the tubes are formed during manufacturing of the sleeve.
[0067] Segment 19 of the sleeve assembly, for exam-
ple as shown in figure 3A, is intended for insertion into
the colon. Optionally, the length of segment 19 is in a
range between, for example, 20 cm - 200 cm, 50-165
cm, and/or 80-165 cm; for example, having a length of
50 cm, 150 cm, 165 cm, 180 cm or an intermediate, longer
or shorter length.
[0068] In some embodiments, the inner sleeve and out-
er sleeve are attached to each other. For example, one
or more circumferential segments of the wall of inner
sleeve 11 are attached to the wall of outer sleeve 10.
Optionally, a coupling 12 between the sleeves (for ex-
ample as shown in figure 3B) extends along 5%, 10%,
15%, 25%, 45% or intermediate, larger or smaller por-
tions of the circumference of inner sleeve 11. Optionally,
the sleeves are attached to each other at more than one
circumferential location, for example, 2, 3, 4, 5 or larger
number of locations.
[0069] Additionally or alternatively, in some embodi-
ments, coupling 12 comprises attachment along a line
which is up to a few millimeters in width in the circumfer-
ential direction (for example, about 1 mm, 2 mm, 3 mm,
4 mm, 5 mm, or another greater, smaller, or intermediate
width).
[0070] Optionally, coupling 12 extends continuously
along a longitudinal axis of inner sleeve 11 and outer
sleeve 10 for about 50%, 60%, 70%, 80%, 90%, or an-
other greater, larger, or intermediate fraction of the over-
all length of segment 19 of the sleeve assembly, and/or
of the sleeve assembly overall. Optionally, the extent of
coupling 12 along the longitudinal axis is broken into a
plurality of sub-segments.
[0071] In some embodiments, the longitudinal extent
of the coupling excludes a section of the sleeve desig-
nated for covering a steering section of a colonoscope.
This is a potential advantage to reduce interference with
steering due, for example to asymmetric elastic proper-
ties induced by attachment between the sleeves.
[0072] In some embodiments, the coupling attachment
12 between the sleeves comprises, for example, welded
attachment. Optionally, the sleeves are glued to each
other. Additionally or alternatively, the sleeves are cou-
pled to each other by other fastening means, such as
flexible rings or wires. In some embodiments, coupling
12 includes a ratchet, which provides for, for example,
relative movement of inner sleeve 11 within outer sleeve
10, and/or, for example, for restricting an expansion of
inner sleeve 11.
[0073] In some embodiments, a diameter 300 of a lu-
men 14 of inner sleeve 11, for example as shown in figure
3B, in a non-expanded state, ranges between, for exam-
ple, 8-12 mm, 3-10 mm, 5-18 mm, or intermediate, larger
or smaller ranges. Optionally, diameter 300 is selected

according to a diameter of a colonoscope, for example,
diameter 300 can be 5%, 10%, 20% or intermediate, larg-
er or smaller percentages smaller than a diameter of a
colonoscope. In one example, for a colonoscope having
a diameter of 12 mm, diameter 300 is 0.1-5 mm, 1-3 mm,
0.1-0.9 mm or intermediate, larger or smaller ranges
smaller than the colonoscope’s diameter in a non-ex-
panded state.
[0074] In some embodiments, diameter 302 of lumen
15 of outer sleeve 10, for example as shown in figure 3B,
ranges between, for example, 10-20 mm, such as 12
mm, 15 mm, 18 mm, or intermediate, larger or smaller
diameters. Optionally, diameter 302 is selected accord-
ing to a size and/or number of add-on tubes which lumen
15 accommodates.
[0075] In some embodiments, a thickness 304 of the
wall of inner sleeve 11, for example as shown in figure
3A, is selected to be thick enough so as to reduce tearing
by the colonoscope, for example during insertion of the
colonoscope through, yet thin enough to reduce rigidity
of the colonoscope. Optionally, thickness 304 ranges be-
tween 0.2-2 mm, such as 0.5 mm, 1 mm, 1.5 mm or in-
termediate, larger or smaller thicknesses.
[0076] In some embodiments, a thickness 306 of the
wall of outer sleeve 10, for example as shown in figure
3A, is selected to be thin enough so as to reduce rigidity
and/or to reduce a total diameter 308 of the sleeve as-
sembly, for example as shown in figure 3A. Optionally,
a total diameter 308 of the sleeve assembly ranges be-
tween, for example, 13-25 mm, such as 15 mm, 20 mm,
24 mm or intermediate, larger or smaller diameters. Op-
tionally, a thickness 306 of the wall of outer sleeve 10
ranges between 0.2-2 mm.
[0077] In some embodiments, the proximal ends of in-
ner sleeve 11 and outer sleeve 10 are enclosed within a
proximal housing 13, for example as shown in figure 3A.
[0078] Optionally, housing 13 is rigid. Optionally, hous-
ing 13 is made of, for example, polyurethane. Optionally,
housing 13 connects between the sleeve assembly and
the colonoscope’s handle. Optionally, housing 13 con-
nects between one or more components of the sleeve
assembly, such as add-on tubes, and a workstation.
[0079] Optionally, housing 13 is rigid enough to trans-
fer torsion towards a distal end of the sleeve assembly,
for example during steering in the colon.
[0080] In some embodiments, housing 13 comprises
one or more openings, such as opening 16. Optionally,
air and/or liquid used for inflating inner sleeve 11 are
delivered through opening 16, for example by connecting
opening 16 to a pump.
[0081] Optionally, a valve is positioned at opening 16,
for controlling the flow in and/or out of the sleeve.
[0082] In some embodiments, one or more sealing
rings 17, for example as shown in figure 3A, are posi-
tioned in the sleeve assembly, for example, positioned
within inner sleeve 11. Optionally, sealing rings 17 reduce
or prevent leakage of air and/or liquid from the inflated
sleeve, for example during insertion of the colonoscope
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through.
[0083] In some embodiments, the sleeve assembly is
made of a flexible material, such as polyurethane (PU),
Silicon. Optionally, the material is selected to be elastic
enough to reduce rigidity of the complete colonoscope-
add-on tubes assembly, enabling steering in the colon,
and, on the other hand, the material is selected to be rigid
enough to maintain the add-on tubes coupled to the
colonoscope, and restrict movement of the tubes with
respect to the colonoscope.
[0084] In some embodiments, at least a portion of the
sleeve assembly, for example at least 40%, 60%, 80%
or intermediate, larger or smaller percentages of the
length of the sleeve, for example segment 19, is made
of a transparent material. Optionally, scale marks on a
colonoscope are visible through the transparent sleeve.
Optionally, a portion of the sleeve defines a viewing win-
dow through which the scale marks are visible.
[0085] In some embodiments, the sleeve assembly is
manufactured using laser welding and/or extrusion tech-
niques.
[0086] In some embodiments, outer sleeve 10 is coat-
ed by friction-reducing material such as Parylene C,
which may facilitate insertion into the colon.
[0087] In some embodiments, outer sleeve 10 is
formed of multiple layers of materials having different fric-
tion coefficients. In an example, an outer layer of sleeve
10 which may come in contact with the walls of the colon
comprises a material having a smaller friction coefficient
than the friction coefficient of a material forming an inner
layer of sleeve 10. Optionally, a multi layered sleeve such
as double layered sleeve is manufactured using co-ex-
trusion technology. A sleeve comprising two or more ma-
terials having different friction properties may be effective
to reduce friction between the sleeve and the walls of the
colon by an outer layer comprising a first friction coeffi-
cient which is smaller than a friction coefficient of an inner
layer of the sleeve, which in turn may be effective to in-
crease the contact strength when holding the add-on
tubes to the colonoscope and/or to contribute to unified
movement of the sleeve and the colonoscope positioned
within it.
[0088] A sleeve, for example as described herein, is
one example of an apparatus for coupling a colonoscope
to one or more add-on tubes. It is noted that in some
embodiments, an element having a general tubular ge-
ometry which is suitable for receiving a colonoscope, for
example a spring element, may be used for coupling be-
tween the colonoscope and add-on tubes.
[0089] It is further noted that in some embodiments, a
tubular element may comprise shape memory materials,
for example nitinol. Optionally, collapsing and/or expand-
ing of a tubular element may include applying stress, a
change in temperature, an electric or magnetic field to
induce changes in the shapeable material, causing the
material to expand and/or collapse.
[0090] Figure 4 is a schematic diagram of a system
comprising an inflation module for coupling between a

colonoscope and one or more add-on tubes, according
to some embodiments of the invention.
[0091] In some embodiments, a sleeve 400 for exam-
ple as described herein is connected to an inflation mod-
ule 402. Optionally, inflation module 402 comprises a
pump 404, such as an air pump. Optionally, inflation mod-
ule 402 comprises a pressure regulator 406.
[0092] In some embodiments, pump 404 is configured
for supplying an air pressure of, for example 300-600
mbar, for example 300 mbar, 350 mbar, 450 mbar, 550
mbar or intermediate, higher or lower pressure levels.
Optionally, pressure regulator 406 modifies the flow of
air or liquid from pump 404. Optionally, the pressure in
the sleeve is dynamically adjusted by pressure regulator
406.
[0093] In some embodiments, sleeve 400 (or a portion
of it, such as an inner sleeve) is inflated to a maximal
pressure of, for example, 300 mbar, 400 mbar, 350 mbar,
or intermediate, higher or lower pressure levels. Option-
ally, different portions of the sleeve are inflated to different
pressure levels. In some embodiments, selective infla-
tion is performed. For example, gradual inflation of the
sleeve (e.g. step wise inflation of the sleeve, one segment
after another) is performed during insertion of the colon-
oscope through the sleeve. A potential advantage of se-
lectively inflating portions may include reducing perfora-
tion of the sleeve, for example by the colonoscope. An-
other potential advantage may include obtaining a better
fit of the sleeve to the colonoscope, after collapsing.
[0094] Optionally, sleeve 400 is inflated until reaching
a diameter suitable for facilitating insertion of the colon-
oscope through.
[0095] In some embodiments, inflation module 402 is
configured for applying vacuum to the sleeve, for exam-
ple to remove air after positioning of the colonoscope in
the sleeve to collapse the sleeve.
[0096] Figure 5 shows an exemplary configuration of
a sleeve assembly comprising one or more add-on tubes
and configured for receiving a colonoscope to couple be-
tween the tubes and the colonoscope, according to some
embodiments of the invention.
[0097] In some embodiments, a plurality of add-on
tubes such as 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, or intermediate, larger or
smaller number are comprised within the sleeve assem-
bly. For example, as shown in this figure, 3 add-on tubes
52, 53 and 54 are positioned within lumen 15 of outer
sleeve 10. Optionally, tubes 52, 53 and 54 vary in diam-
eter and/or length, for example according to their func-
tion. In an example, tube 52 is configured for evacuation
of fecal matter from the colon; tube 53 is configured for
sensing, such as sensing of pressure in the colon, for
example by having one or more pressure sensors 500
configured at a distal portion of the tube; and tube 54 is
configured for irrigation of the colon, and may comprise
jet-forming distal head (not shown in this figure). Option-
ally, the proximal ends of tubes 52, 53 and 54 are con-
nected to a work station (not shown in this figure).
[0098] In some embodiments, colonoscope 50 is re-
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ceived within lumen 14 of inflated inner sleeve 11. Op-
tionally, in an inflated state, a diameter 502 of lumen 14
along at least some segments of inner sleeve 11 is at
least 5%, 10%, 20%, 40% or intermediate, larger or small-
er percentages larger than a diameter 504 of colono-
scope 50. For example, in the inflated state, diameter
502 ranges between 13-25 mm, such as 14 mm, 22 mm,
24 mm or intermediate, larger or smaller diameters.
[0099] In some embodiments, for example prior to in-
flation, a cap 51 is placed over a distal opening of inner
sleeve 11. Optionally, cap 51 seals lumen 14 during in-
flation, so that the inserted air causes a radially outward
expansion of the walls 506 of sleeve 11. In some embod-
iments, once colonoscope 50 is positioned within inner
sleeve 11, cap 51 is removed, allowing air to exit the
sleeve and/or enabling the advancement of a distal head
of colonoscope 50 until it is aligned with the distal opening
of the sleeve or protrudes externally from the distal open-
ing.
[0100] In some embodiments, cap 51 is coupled to the
sleeve by a threaded connection, and is unscrewed from
the sleeve. Additionally or alternatively, cap 51 is at-
tached by a breakable connection, and is broken off to
allow air to exit the sleeve.
[0101] In some embodiments, the radial expansion, for
example obtained by inflation, is non symmetrical. For
example, a circumferential portion of the inner sleeve 11
that is not attached to outer sleeve 10 may expand more
than the attached portion.
[0102] In some embodiments, a housing 30 is config-
ured at a distal end of the sleeve assembly. Optionally,
housing 30 encases the distal ends of tubes 52, 53 and
54, and/or the distal end of colonoscope 50. Optionally,
housing 30 encases the distal openings of inner sleeve
11 and outer sleeve 10. In some embodiments, housing
30 aligns the distal ends of tubes 52, 53 and 54 with
respect to the distal head of colonoscope 50. Optionally,
housing 30 comprises one or more extensions 31, for
example extending beyond a distal opening of lumen 14
of the sleeve, for example to a distance ranging between
0.1 mm-10 cm beyond a distal opening of lumen 14.
[0103] Optionally, extension 31 reduces or prevents
damage to tissue such as colon wall tissue when the
colonoscope is in the colon.
[0104] In some embodiments, housing 30 is made of
a flexible material, for example polyurethane. In some
embodiments, housing is formed of a material having
shore hardness value ranging between 40-90, such as
50, 70, 85 or intermediate, larger or smaller values. A
potential advantage of a flexible housing 30 may include
reducing damage to tissue such as the walls of the colon
during insertion of the colonoscope and attached add-on
tubes. Another potential advantage of a flexible housing
may include inflating the inner sleeve without having to
remove the housing, as the elasticity of housing 30 pro-
vides for expansion. Alternatively, in some embodiments,
distal housing 30 is rigid.
[0105] In some embodiments, an external sleeve 508

is positioned over the sleeve assembly, for example dur-
ing inflation. Optionally, external sleeve 508 is formed of
a rigid material, such as hardened polyurethane. Poten-
tially, this prevents over-expansion of the sleeve assem-
bly. For example, external sleeve 508 may prevent over-
expansion of outer sleeve 10 which is, in some embod-
iments, caused to expand as a result of inflation of inner
sleeve 11. Optionally, external sleeve 508 maintains a
total diameter 510 of the sleeve assembly under, for ex-
ample, 25 mm, 20 mm, 30 mm, or intermediate, larger
or smaller diameters. Optionally, external sleeve 508 is
removed before insertion of the sleeve assembly to the
colon, for example after collapsing.
[0106] In some embodiments, one or more tubes 52,
53 and/or 54 are held to colonoscope 50, for example,
at one or more longitudinal segments of the colonoscope,
by an arrangement other than the sleeve. For example,
the tubes are attached to the colonoscope using tape,
for example tape wrapped around both the colonoscope
and the tubes to hold them together. In some embodi-
ments, the sleeve assembly holds the tubes to the colon-
oscope along a first longitudinal segment of the sleeve,
and other fastening means such as tape couple between
the colonoscope and the tubes along a second longitu-
dinal segment. In an example, a distal portion of colon-
oscope 50 extending from a distal end in a proximal di-
rection to, for example, 5%, 10%, 15% of the colono-
scope’s length is attached to the tubes using one or more
tape wraps, and the rest of the colonoscope is coupled
to the tubes by the sleeve assembly.
[0107] Figures 6A-C are drawings of a set up proce-
dure for coupling between a colonoscope and one or
more add-on tubes using a sleeve assembly, according
to some embodiments of the invention.
[0108] Figure 6A shows a cross section of the sleeve
assembly before insertion of colonoscope 50 through.
Add-on tubes 52, 53 and 54 are configured within lumen
15, between inner sleeve 11 and outer sleeve 10. In this
example, a set of each type of tube is shown (i.e. two
evacuation tubes 52, two sensing tubes 53, and two irri-
gation tubes 54). Alternatively, different amounts and/or
different types of tubes may be used. The configuration
for example as shown in figure 6A shows lumen 14 of
inner sleeve 11 before inflation.
[0109] Figure 6B shows an inflated lumen 14 of inner
sleeve 11. A radial gap 70 is formed between an original
locations of the wall of inner sleeve 11, for example with
respect to a wall of outer sleeve 10, as shown for example
in figure 6A and indicated by the dashed circle in figure
6B, and a locations of the wall of inner sleeve 11 after
inflation. Optionally, radial gap 70 ranges between, for
example, 0.2-8 mm. In some embodiments, colonoscope
50 is advanced through lumen 14 of inflated inner sleeve
11. Optionally, the distanced walls of inflated inner sleeve
11 provide for smooth delivery of the colonoscope
through the lumen.
[0110] In some cases, radially outward force is exerted
on the add-on tubes and/or on the wall of outer sleeve
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10 by the walls of inflated inner sleeve 11. Optionally,
outer sleeve 10 is caused to expand radially as a result
of the applied force.
[0111] Figure 6C is a cross section of the sleeve as-
sembly following collapsing. The wall of inner sleeve 11
is closely fitted on colonoscope 50. Gap 70 is reduced,
for example reduced to fit a diameter of colonoscope 50,
such as a 12 mm diameter, 9 mm diameter, 1 mm diam-
eter, or intermediate, larger or smaller diameters. Option-
ally, gap 70 is fully reduced, and a diameter 600 of lumen
14 of inner sleeve 11 returns to its initial size, for example
as shown in figure 6A. Optionally, gap 70 is fully reduced,
and a diameter 600 of lumen 14 of collapsed inner sleeve
11 is further reduced to a size smaller than its initial size,
for example 2-5 mm smaller than its initial size.
[0112] In some embodiments, add-on tubes 52, 53 and
54 are held by outer sleeve 10 radially closer to colono-
scope 50. Optionally, collapsing increases a contact area
between the wall of, inner sleeve 11 and the wall of outer
sleeve 10, for example a circumferential segment of cou-
pling 12 is effectively lengthened.
[0113] Optionally, for example due to the elasticity of
outer sleeve 10, collapsing of inner sleeve 11 causes the
wall of outer sleeve 10 to contract. Optionally, a diameter
602 of lumen 15 of outer sleeve 10 is reduced with respect
to its initial position, for example as shown in figure 6A,
for example reduced by 2-5 mm, 0.2-4 mm, 2-5 mm, or
intermediate, larger or smaller ranges.
[0114] Figure 7 shows a colonoscope coupled to one
or more add-on tubes by a sleeve, according to some
embodiments of the invention.
[0115] In some embodiments, a proximal end of tubes
52, 53 and 54 is connected to a workstation 700. Option-
ally, workstation 700 comprises, for example, one or
more of a liquid tank for supplying liquid such as water
to irrigation tube 54, a vacuum source (or a connection
to an external vacuum source) for supplying vacuum to
evacuation tube 52, circuitry for example for acquiring
data from one or more sensors of sensing tube 53. Op-
tionally, the add-on tubes extend in the proximal direction
along the colonoscope’s umbilical cord (not shown in this
figure), until reaching workstation 700. In some embod-
iments, the add-on tubes attached at one or more longi-
tudinally distributed locations to the umbilical cord, for
example by a tape wrap, a clasp, or other attachment
means, to prevent them from interfering with handle
movement or the like.
[0116] In some embodiments, the distal ends 52a, 53a
of the add-on tubes are aligned with a plurality of distal
openings in distal housing 30. Optionally, distal ends 52a,
53a are aligned with a distal head 702 of the colonoscope.
Additionally or alternatively, housing 30 is constructed to
hold one or more add-on tubes beyond head 702 of the
colonoscope in a distal direction, and/or to hold one or
more add-on tubes short of head 702 in a proximal di-
rection.
[0117] Optionally, distal extension 31 protrudes to a
distance beyond the distal openings of housing 30.

[0118] In some embodiments, colonoscope 50 is ad-
vanced towards a distal end of sleeve 11. Optionally, the
colonoscope is advanced until a head 702 configured at
a distal end of the colonoscope is aligned with a distal
opening of distal housing 30, for example as shown here-
in. Additionally or alternatively, the colonoscope is ad-
vanced until reaching a cap positioned at a distal end of
the sleeve. Additionally or alternatively, the colonoscope
is advanced until colonoscope head 702 protrudes ex-
ternally from a distal opening of the sleeve.
[0119] Figures 8A-8B show a side view (Figure 8A)
and front view (Figure 8B) of a distal housing of a sleeve
assembly, according to some embodiments of the inven-
tion. In some embodiments, housing 30 is formed with a
plurality of distal openings, for example opening 32 for
delivering a colonoscope, and/or openings 33, 34 and/or
35 (shown for example in figure 8B) for delivering add-
on tubes. Optionally, a distal opening is formed with a
circular profile, an elliptic profile, a square profile, a rec-
tangular profile, a triangular profile or any other shape
suitable compatible with a distal end of an add-on tube
or a distal end of the colonoscope.
[0120] Figures 9A-9F show various schematic config-
urations for positioning one or more add-on tubes with
respect to a colonoscope, according to some embodi-
ments of the invention.
[0121] In some embodiments, one or more add tubes
900, 902 are oriented with respect to a colonoscope 904.
Optionally, the tubes are positioned with respect to a lon-
gitudinal axis 906 of the colonoscope. Additionally or al-
ternatively, the tubes are oriented with respect to a handle
of the colonoscope.
[0122] The exemplary schematic configurations
shown herein may correspond with a collapsed configu-
ration of the sleeve, in which the tubes are held in prox-
imity the colonoscope. Various embodiments may in-
clude a different number of add-on tubes, and/or different
orientation configurations with respect to the colono-
scope.
[0123] Figure 9A shows tubes 900, 902 aligned in par-
allel to longitudinal axis 906 of the colonoscope, the tubes
being positioned on a first side of axis 906, according to
some embodiments.
[0124] Figure 9B shows tubes 900, 902 aligned in par-
allel to longitudinal axis 906 of the colonoscope, the tubes
positioned on opposite sides of axis 906, according to
some embodiments.
[0125] Figure 9C shows tube 900 helically wound
around colonoscope 904, according to some embodi-
ments.
[0126] Figure 9D shows tubes 900 and 902 interlaced
with each other and wrapped around the colonoscope,
according to some embodiments.
[0127] Figure 9E shows a plurality of tubes such as
tubes 900, 902, 908 arranged circumferentially around
colonoscope 904. Optionally, the tubes are equally
spaced from each other, with a distance 910 between
them. Alternatively, the tubes are arranged with varying
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distances between them.
[0128] Figure 9F shows a plurality of tubes such as
900, 902 and 908 spirally wounded around colonoscope
904. A potential advantage of spirally winded tubes may
include facilitating insertion into the colon, as often the
physician rotates the colonoscope around its axis, and
spirally winded tubes would reduce the resistance to ro-
tation, for example as compared to parallel extending
tubes.
[0129] In some embodiments, the one or more tubes
are arranged to least affect the steering of the colono-
scope. Optionally, there is a pre-defined orientation of
the handle with respect to the insertion tube of the colon-
oscope, and the tubes are positioned to minimize their
effect on, for example, steering of the colonoscope, for
example by being wound around the colonoscope.
[0130] In some embodiments, for example when a
sleeve assembly comprising an inner sleeve and an outer
sleeve is used, an inner surface of the outer sleeve de-
fines one or more elongated grooves or paths in which
the add-on tubes are received. Optionally, the grooves
are parallel to the longitudinal axis of the inner sleeve,
so that the add-on tubes are aligned in parallel to the
colonoscope that is received within the inner sleeve. Ad-
ditionally or alternatively, the grooves extend at an angle
(e.g. twisted around) and/or are otherwise arranged with
respect to the inner sleeve.
[0131] Figures 10A-10B are various alternative config-
urations of a sleeve, according to some embodiments of
the invention.
[0132] Figure 10A shows a cross section of an outer
sleeve 90 encompassing an inner sleeve 92. In some
embodiments, a lumen between outer sleeve 90 and in-
ner sleeve 92 is divided into a plurality of compartments
such as 93, 94, and 95. Optionally, one or more walls
and/or other types of barriers are positioned between the
inner and outer sleeves to divide the lumen into compart-
ments. In some embodiments, compartments 93, 94
and/or 95 extend axially along the sleeve, thereby poten-
tially being coaxial with a colonoscope positioned within
inner sleeve 92.
[0133] In some embodiments, the compartments are
functionally equivalent to a set of add-on tubes. In an
example, compartment 91 is used for evacuation of mat-
ter from the colon; compartments 93 are used for sensing;
compartments 95 are used for irrigation.
[0134] Figure 10B shows a cross section of a sleeve
97 comprising a plurality of extensions 98, each exten-
sion leading to one or more lumens 99, for example con-
figured as tubes. In some embodiments, extensions 98
are arranged circumferentially, extending from sleeve 97
in a radially outwards direction.
[0135] Optionally, a lumen 99 that is coupled to sleeve
97 by an extension 98 extends longitudinally along inner
sleeve 97. In some embodiments, lumen 99 serves for
one or more of, for example, irrigation, sensing, and/or
evacuation from the colon, alongside a colonoscope that
is positioned within sleeve 97.

[0136] Optionally, such as in the configuration de-
scribed herein, a need for an outer sleeve is reduced, as
the lumens 99 are held to inner sleeve 97 by extensions
98.
[0137] In some embodiments, an extension 98 is rigid.
Alternatively, extension 98 is elastic. In some embodi-
ments, extensions 98 can be folded towards the center
of sleeve 97, for example to a position in which tubes 99
are moved to fit closely around the sleeve. Folding and/or
twisting the extensions relative to the sleeve to bring the
add-on tubes radially closer to the sleeve may be advan-
tageous when inserting the sleeve assembly, comprising
the colonoscope and add-on tubes, into the colon. In
some embodiments, extensions 98 bounce back to an
extended position when inside the colon.
[0138] In some embodiments, a length of an extension
98 is selectable and/or controllable. Optionally, extension
98 is structured as a telescopic pole, providing for dis-
tancing or approximating lumen 99 to or from sleeve 97.
Optionally, a length of extension 98 ranges between, for
example, 0.5 mm to 20 mm, such as 2 mm, 10 mm, 15
mm, or intermediate, longer or shorter lengths. In some
embodiments, extensions 98 vary in length.
[0139] In some embodiments, for example if extension
98 is in the form of a cable, a diameter of the cable may
range between, for example, 2-5 mm.
[0140] In some embodiments, configurations for exam-
ple as described herein are manufactured using an ex-
trusion technology.
[0141] In some embodiments, extension 98 is formed
of a similar material as sleeve 97 is formed of, for example
comprising polyurethane.
[0142] In some embodiments, a tube defining lumen
99 is formed of a soft material, to reduce damage to the
walls of the colon. Optionally, the tubes are coated by a
lubricating material, such as Vaseline, to smoothly glide
into the colon.
[0143] Figure 11 shows a colonoscopy system in which
the colonoscope’s insertion tube is coupled to a plurality
of add-on tubes by a sleeve, according to some embod-
iments of the invention.
[0144] In some embodiments, a colonoscopy system
comprises a colonoscope 50 coupled, on a proximal end,
to a colonoscope workstation 1100. In some embodi-
ments, workstation 1100 comprises a controller 1116,
adapted for performing one or more function associated
with operation of colonoscope 50. In some embodiments,
controller 1116 is configured to activate and/or perform
functions such as one or more of detecting pressure
changes, detecting a clog in a colonoscope, assessing
changes in flow in the colonoscope, activating evacuation
of fecal matter, activating irrigation of the colon with fluids
and/or gas, and/or other functions involved with operation
of the colonoscope.
[0145] As further shown in this figure, a set of add-on
tubes such as tubes 52, 53 and/or 54 are coupled to
colonoscope 50 by a sleeve, including, for example, an
inner sleeve 11 in which the colonoscope is received,
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and an outer sleeve 10 holding the add-on tubes to the
colonoscope. In some embodiments, the add-on tubes
are attached, on their proximal ends, to a workstation
1102. Optionally, the add-on tubes are operated through
workstation 1102.
[0146] In some embodiments, workstation 1102 com-
prises a vacuum source 1104 and/or one or more liquid
tanks 1106, which are connectable to the add-on tubes.
In some embodiments, workstation 1102 comprises cir-
cuitry 1108, such as circuitry configured for operating the
add-on tubes, for example configured for activating
and/or ceasing vacuum through the one or more tubes.
In some embodiments, the circuitry is configured for ac-
quiring data from one or more sensors, such as sensors
configured within and/or mounted externally to the add-
on tubes and/or the colonoscope.
[0147] In some embodiments, colonoscope worksta-
tion 1100 and add-on tube workstation 1102 are physi-
cally and/or operatively combined together to a single
workstation.
[0148] In some embodiments, a handle 1110, adapted
for operation by a user such as a physician, is configured
between the insertion tube of colonoscope 50 and the
umbilical cord 1112. Alternatively, the handle is config-
ured along the length of colonoscope 50 at a different
location.
[0149] In some embodiments, the add-on tubes are
connected, for example in proximity to their proximal
ends, to the colonoscope’s umbilical cord 1112.
[0150] Optionally, the add-on tubes are tied to the um-
bilical cord by a connecting structure such as a cable
1114. In some embodiments, a clasp, tape, or any other
element suitable for attaching the add-on tubes to the
colonoscopy is used. A potential advantage of coupling
between the add-on tubes and the umbilical cord of the
colonoscope may include reducing interfering of the add-
on tubes during operation, facilitating maneuvering of the
colonoscope by a physician.
[0151] In some embodiments, one or more additional
coupling structures such as proximal housing 13 and/or
distal housing 30 provide a connection between the add-
on tubes and the colonoscope at various locations along
the length of the add-on tubes and/or colonoscope, op-
tionally in addition to the coupling provided by the sleeve.
[0152] Figures 12A-B illustrate an exemplary track jig
1201 for setting up the colonoscope and add-on tubes
assembly, according to some embodiments of the inven-
tion. In some embodiments, a jig 1201 comprises a base
portion 1203, and one or more fasteners 1205 for holding
the sleeve assembly to the base portion during set up.
[0153] In some embodiments, base portion 1203 is
formed as an elongated, linear track, defining a recess
1207 in which the sleeve is received. Optionally, for ex-
ample as shown in the transverse cross section of the jig
in figure 12A, recess 1207 comprises a substantially trap-
ezoidal cross section profile, but may be otherwise
shaped, for example having a semi-circle cross section
profile, a rectangular cross section profile, or other profile

suitable for receiving the sleeve assembly.
[0154] In some embodiments, the sleeve assembly, for
example comprising an inner sleeve 11, in which a colon-
oscope is received, and an outer sleeve 10 which en-
compasses the one or more add-on tubes, is introduced
into recess 1207 of the jig, and is positioned to extend
lengthwise within recess 1207.
[0155] In some embodiments, outer sleeve 10 and/or
inner sleeve 11 are inflated, for example by connecting
an air pump to deliver air through opening 16, configured,
for example, at a proximal housing 13 of the sleeve as-
sembly. In some embodiments, outer sleeve 10 is inflated
until its radial and/or axial expansion is restricted by the
one or more fasteners 1205.
[0156] In some embodiments, a colonoscope 50 is in-
troduced into the sleeve assembly, for example through
a proximal opening 1213 of housing 13. In some embod-
iments, colonoscope 50 is advanced within lumen 14 of
inner sleeve 11, in a way that it lays coaxially to jig 1201.
A potential advantage of threading the colonoscope
through a sleeve assembly which is held firmly by the jig
may include facilitating advancing the colonoscope
through, as the sleeve is restrained from moving during
insertion.
[0157] Providing a temporary fixation of the sleeve
combined with inflating the sleeve to reduce friction dur-
ing insertion may accelerate threading of the colono-
scope into the sleeve, potentially reducing preparation
time before the colonoscopy procedure.
[0158] In some embodiments, fasteners 1205 extend
transversely over recess 1207. In some embodiments,
fasteners 1205 are suitable to keep the sleeve assembly
from moving out of recess 1207. Additionally or alterna-
tively, fasteners 1205 restrict an extent of inflation of the
sleeve assembly. Additionally or alternatively, fasteners
1207 limit axial movement of the sleeve assembly within
recess 1207, for example by a textured inner surface of
a fastener 1207, facing the colonoscope, which is effec-
tive to increase friction between the sleeve and the fas-
tener. Optionally, the textured inner surface of fastener
1207 comprises, for example, bumps, protrusions,
and/or other roughening texture. Alternatively, some
movement of the sleeve assembly, such as axial back
and forth movement, may be allowed by the fasteners.
[0159] In some embodiments, fasteners 1205 include
one or more of, for example, clasps, bars, bands, and/or
other types of fasteners suitable to hold the sleeve as-
sembly in the jig.
[0160] In some embodiments, fasteners 1205 are elas-
tic, and can be stretched for example when the sleeve
assembly (inner sleeve 11 and/or outer sleeve 10) is in-
flated. Alternatively, fasteners 1205 are rigid.
[0161] In some embodiments, fasteners 1205 are dis-
tributed along a longitudinal axis 1209 of jig 1201. Op-
tionally, the fasteners are equally spaced, for example
two fasteners are positioned at a distance 1211 ranging
between, for example, 10-30 mm, 5-15 mm, 20-50 mm,
or intermediate, larger or smaller ranges from each other.
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[0162] Alternatively, the fasteners are not equally
spaced. In some embodiments, a number of fasteners
1205 and/or a spacing between the fasteners is selected
such as to reduce or prevent movement of the sleeve
held by the jig.
[0163] In some embodiments, jig 1201 is continuous.
Alternatively, jig 1201 is non-continuous, for example
supporting the sleeve assembly at a plurality of points
and/or segments along a longitudinal axis of the sleeve.
[0164] In some embodiments, a length 1215 of jig 1201
matches a length of colonoscope 50, for example ranging
between 1-3 m, such as 1.2 m, 1.7 m, 2.5 m or interme-
diate, longer or shorter lengths. A potential advantage of
an elongated jig may include facilitating insertion of the
colonoscope into the sleeve, for example because the
jig supports the sleeve at a plurality of points along the
length of the sleeve, enabling fast alignment of the colon-
oscope.
[0165] Figure 13 illustrates an exemplary mechanism
for detaching a colonoscope from a sleeve assembly, for
example after completion of the colonoscopy procedure,
according to some embodiments of the invention.
[0166] In some embodiments, a colonoscope 50 is
separated from the add-on tubes, for example after the
colonoscope and tubes have been removed from the
body. In some embodiments, the add-on tubes are dis-
posed of, and the colonoscope is cleaned, disinfected,
and/or otherwise prepared for additional use.
[0167] In some embodiments, the separation process
of the colonoscope from the add-on tubes is performed
in a manner that does substantially damage the colono-
scope, for example does not scratch or tear the outer
layer of the colonoscope.
[0168] In the exemplary mechanism shown in figure
13, a string or wire 1301 is embedded in the sleeve as-
sembly 1303. In some embodiments, wire 1301 extends
axially along the sleeve. In some embodiments, by pulling
on a free end of the wire 1305, for example from a distal
point in the sleeve in a proximal direction, the wire tears
open the sleeve and the colonoscope can be easily re-
moved.
[0169] In some embodiments, for example if sleeve as-
sembly 1303 comprises an outer sleeve and an inner
sleeve, wire 1301 may be positioned along the inner
and/or the outer sleeve. In an example, a first wire em-
bedded in the outer sleeve is pulled to tear open the outer
sleeve, thereby separating the add-on tubes from the
colonoscope, and a second wire embedded in the inner
sleeve in which the colonoscope is positioned is then
pulled to tear open the inner sleeve and release the colon-
oscope. Additionally or alternatively, the inner and/or out-
er sleeve are cut open, for example using scissors or a
knife. Additionally or alternatively, the inner and option-
ally the outer sleeve as well are re-inflated, and the colon-
oscope is pulled out in a similar manner to its insertion
to the sleeve.
[0170] The terms "comprises", "comprising", "in-
cludes", "including", "having" and their conjugates mean

"including but not limited to".
[0171] The term "consisting of" means "including and
limited to".
[0172] The term "consisting essentially of" means that
the composition, method or structure may include addi-
tional ingredients, steps and/or parts, but only if the ad-
ditional ingredients, steps and/or parts do not materially
alter the basic and novel characteristics of the claimed
composition, method or structure.
[0173] As used herein, the singular form "a", "an" and
"the" include plural references unless the context clearly
dictates otherwise. For example, the term "a compound"
or "at least one compound" may include a plurality of
compounds, including mixtures thereof.
[0174] Throughout this application, various embodi-
ments of this invention may be presented in a range for-
mat. It should be understood that the description in range
format is merely for convenience and brevity and should
not be construed as an inflexible limitation on the scope
of the invention. Accordingly, the description of a range
should be considered to have specifically disclosed all
the possible subranges as well as individual numerical
values within that range. For example, description of a
range such as from 1 to 6 should be considered to have
specifically disclosed subranges such as from 1 to 3, from
1 to 4, from 1 to 5, from 2 to 4, from 2 to 6, from 3 to 6
etc., as well as individual numbers within that range, for
example, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. This applies regardless of
the breadth of the range.
[0175] Whenever a numerical range is indicated here-
in, it is meant to include any cited numeral (fractional or
integral) within the indicated range. The phrases "rang-
ing/ranges between" a first indicate number and a second
indicate number and "ranging/ranges from" a first indi-
cate number "to" a second indicate number are used
herein interchangeably and are meant to include the first
and second indicated numbers and all the fractional and
integral numerals therebetween.
[0176] As used herein the term "method" refers to man-
ners, means, techniques and procedures for accomplish-
ing a given task including, but not limited to, those man-
ners, means, techniques and procedures either known
to, or readily developed from known manners, means,
techniques and procedures by practitioners of the chem-
ical, pharmacological, biological, biochemical and med-
ical arts.
[0177] As used herein, the term "treating" includes ab-
rogating, substantially inhibiting, slowing or reversing the
progression of a condition, substantially ameliorating
clinical or aesthetical symptoms of a condition or sub-
stantially preventing the appearance of clinical or aes-
thetical symptoms of a condition.
[0178] It is appreciated that certain features of the in-
vention, which are, for clarity, described in the context of
separate embodiments, may also be provided in combi-
nation in a single embodiment. Conversely, various fea-
tures of the invention, which are, for brevity, described
in the context of a single embodiment, may also be pro-
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vided separately or in any suitable subcombination or as
suitable in any other described embodiment of the inven-
tion. Certain features described in the context of various
embodiments are not to be considered essential features
of those embodiments, unless the embodiment is inop-
erative without those elements.

Claims

1. A sleeve assembly (1303) for coupling between a
colonoscope insertion tube having length of between
1 m and 3 m, and one or more add-on tubes, the
sleeve assembly comprising:

an inner sleeve (11, 92) defining an elongated
lumen with an open end, and having an expand-
ed state sized to surroundingly receive at least
70% of the length of the colonoscope insertion
tube arranged longitudinally within the inner
sleeve; and
an outer sleeve (10, 90) encircling the inner
sleeve;
characterized by comprising one or more add-
on tubes extending longitudinally between the
inner sleeve and the outer sleeve;
said inner sleeve being collapsible from the ex-
panded state to fit tightly over a received colon-
oscope insertion tube;
wherein the inner sleeve is coupled to the outer
sleeve at one or more locations along the inner
sleeve so that collapsing the inner sleeve from
the expanded state brings the outer sleeve ra-
dially closer to the inner sleeve, approximating
the one or more add-on tubes to the inner sleeve.

2. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, wherein
at least one of said outer sleeve and said inner sleeve
is radially stretched in the expanded state, and suf-
ficiently elastic to drive the collapse to the tight fit
over the received length of colonoscope insertion
tube.

3. The sleeve assembly according to claim 2, wherein
in a relaxed collapsed state of said inner sleeve a
diameter of said inner sleeve is at least 5% smaller
than a diameter of a selected diameter of colono-
scope insertion tube received within it, to tightly fit
the insertion tube.

4. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, wherein
an inner circumferential surface of said outer sleeve
is attached to an outer circumferential surface of said
inner sleeve in at least one region along the sleeves.

5. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, wherein
the stiffness of at least said inner sleeve varies along
the longitudinal extent of the elongated lumen of the

inner sleeve.

6. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, wherein
at least one of said add-on tubes is suitable for irri-
gation of the colon (54), and at least one of said add-
on tubes is suitable for evacuation of matter from the
colon (52).

7. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, wherein
at least one of said add-on tubes (53) comprises a
pressure sensor (500).

8. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, wherein
at least one of said inner sleeve and said outer sleeve
is non-contiguous and is formed of a plurality of col-
linear sleeves interconnected by an axially extending
element.

9. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, further
comprising an external sleeve encircling said outer
sleeve to prevent over expansion during set up of a
colonoscope insertion tube and add-on tubes using
said sleeve assembly.

10. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, wherein
at least a distal end of said sleeve assembly is flexible
to increase compliance with tissue when said sleeve
assembly is used within a colon.

11. The sleeve assembly according to claim 1, wherein
said outer sleeve comprises a first outer layer adapt-
ed for contacting the walls of a colon when said
sleeve is inserted to the colon, and a second inner
layer holding said add-on tubes to said inner sleeve;
said outer layer comprising a material having a fric-
tion coefficient smaller than a friction coefficient of a
material of said inner layer.

12. A system for coupling between a colonoscope inser-
tion tube and one or more add-on tubes, comprising:

a sleeve assembly according to claim 1; and
an inflation module connectable to said sleeve
assembly, said inflation module configured to in-
flate at least a portion of said sleeve assembly
to expand it, wherein said inflation module com-
prises an air pump and a regulator.

13. The system according to claim 12, further comprising
a jig (1201) shaped to receive at least a portion of
said sleeve assembly, said jig comprises one or
more sensors for detecting at least one of a length-
wise positioning of a colonoscope insertion tube with
respect to said sleeve assembly, and a positioning
of said add-on tubes with respect to said colono-
scope insertion tube.

14. The system according to claim 13, wherein said jig
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is serves as a packaging of said sleeve assembly.

15. The system according to claim 13, wherein said jig
is telescopic and is expandable to at least a length
of a colonoscope insertion tube received within said
inner sleeve.

16. A method for coupling between a colonoscope in-
sertion tube and one or more add-on tubes, compris-
ing:

providing a sleeve assembly according to claim
1; positioning a colonoscope insertion tube in
the elongated lumen of the inner sleeve; collaps-
ing said inner sleeve so that said add-on tubes
are approximated radially closer to said colon-
oscope insertion tube, said sleeve assembly
maintaining said add-on tubes in said approxi-
mated position with respect to said colonoscope
insertion tube.

17. The method according to claim 16, further compris-
ing expanding an inner diameter of at least a portion
of said inner sleeve before positioning said colono-
scope insertion tube, wherein said expanding com-
prises inflating said inner sleeve.

18. The method according to claim 16, further compris-
ing removing said colonoscope insertion tube from
said sleeve assembly by pulling on a thread which
extends along said sleeve assembly and protrudes
from a distal or proximal end of said sleeve assembly,
to tear open the sleeve.

19. The method according to claim 16, wherein said one
or more add-on tubes are integrated in said sleeve
assembly.

20. The method according to claim 17, wherein said po-
sitioning comprises reducing friction between said
colonoscope insertion tube and said sleeve assem-
bly by at least one of:

lubricating an inner surface of said inner sleeve
which defines a lumen in which said colono-
scope insertion tube is received,
lubricating said colonoscope insertion tube, and
coating said inner surface of said inner sleeve
with a polymer based material suitable for re-
ducing friction.

Patentansprüche

1. Hülsenanordnung (1303) zum Koppeln zwischen ei-
nem Kolonoskop-Einführrohr mit einer Länge zwi-
schen 1 m und 3 m und einem oder mehreren Zu-
satzrohren, wobei die Hülsenanordnung Folgendes

umfasst:

eine Innenhülse (11, 92), die ein längliches Lu-
men mit einem offenen Ende definiert und einen
ausgedehnten Zustand aufweist, der so bemes-
sen ist, dass er mindestens 70 % der Länge des
Kolonoskop-Einführrohres, das in Längsrich-
tung innerhalb der Innenhülse angeordnet ist,
umgebend aufnimmt; und
eine Außenhülse (10, 90), die die Innenhülse
umgibt;
gekennzeichnet durch ein oder mehrere Zu-
satzrohre, die sich in Längsrichtung zwischen
der Innenhülse und der Außenhülse erstrecken;
wobei sich die genannte Innenhülse aus dem
ausgedehnten Zustand zusammenziehen kann,
um fest über ein aufgenommenes Kolonoskop-
Einführrohr zu passen;
wobei die Innenhülse mit der Außenhülse an ei-
ner oder mehreren Stellen entlang der Innen-
hülse gekoppelt ist, so dass das Zusammenzie-
hen der Innenhülse aus dem ausgedehnten Zu-
stand die Außenhülse radial näher an die Innen-
hülse bringt, wobei das eine oder die mehreren
Zusatzrohre an die Innenhülse angenähert wer-
den.

2. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, wobei mindes-
tens eine der genannten Außenhülse und der ge-
nannten Innenhülse im ausgedehnten Zustand radi-
al gestreckt und ausreichend elastisch ist, um das
Zusammenziehen auf den festen Sitz über die auf-
genommene Länge des Kolonoskop-Einführrohres
zu treiben.

3. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 2, wobei in einem
entspannten zusammengezogenen Zustand der ge-
nannten Innenhülse ein Durchmesser der genann-
ten Innenhülse mindestens 5 % kleiner ist als ein
Durchmesser eines ausgewählten Durchmessers
des Kolonoskop-Einführrohres, das darin aufge-
nommen wird, um dem Einführrohr eine feste Pas-
sung zu verleihen.

4. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, wobei eine in-
nere Umfangsfläche der genannten Außenhülse an
einer äußeren Umfangsfläche der genannten Innen-
hülse in mindestens einer Region entlang der Hülsen
befestigt ist.

5. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Stei-
figkeit mindestens der genannten Innenhülse ent-
lang der Längserstreckung des länglichen Lumens
der Innenhülse variiert.

6. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, wobei mindes-
tens eines der genannten Zusatzrohre zur Bewäs-
serung des Dickdarms (54) geeignet ist und mindes-
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tens eines der genannten Zusatzrohre zur Evakuie-
rung von Materie aus dem Dickdarm (52) geeignet
ist.

7. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, wobei mindes-
tens eines der genannten Zusatzrohre (53) einen
Drucksensor (500) aufweist.

8. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, wobei mindes-
tens die genannte Innenhülse oder die genannte Au-
ßenhülse nicht zusammenhängend ist und aus einer
Vielzahl von kollinearen Hülsen gebildet ist, die
durch ein sich axial erstreckendes Element mitein-
ander verbunden sind.

9. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, die ferner eine
Außenhülse aufweist, die die genannte Außenhülse
umgibt, um eine Übererweiterung während des Auf-
baus eines Kolonoskop-Einführrohres und der Zu-
satzrohre unter Verwendung der genannten Hülsen-
anordnung zu verhindern.

10. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, wobei mindes-
tens ein distales Ende der genannten Hülsenanord-
nung flexibel ist, um die Anpassung an Gewebe zu
erhöhen, wenn die genannte Hülsenanordnung in
einem Dickdarm verwendet wird.

11. Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1, wobei die ge-
nannte Außenhülse Folgendes umfasst: eine erste
äußere Schicht, die für die Kontaktierung der Wände
eines Dickdarms geeignet ist, wenn die genannte
Hülse in den Dickdarm eingeführt wird, und eine
zweite innere Schicht, die die genannten Zusatzroh-
re an die genannte Innenhülse hält; wobei die ge-
nannte äußere Schicht ein Material mit einem Rei-
bungskoeffizienten aufweist, der kleiner als ein Rei-
bungskoeffizient eines Materials der genannten in-
neren Schicht ist.

12. System zur Kopplung zwischen einem Kolonoskop-
Einführrohr und einem oder mehreren Zusatzrohren,
wobei das System Folgendes umfasst:

eine Hülsenanordnung nach Anspruch 1; und
ein Aufblasmodul, das mit der genannten Hül-
senanordnung verbunden werden kann, wobei
das genannte Aufblasmodul so konfiguriert ist,
dass es mindestens einen Teil der genannten
Hülsenanordnung aufbläst, um sie zu erweitern,
wobei das genannte Aufblasmodul eine Luft-
pumpe und einen Regler umfasst.

13. System nach Anspruch 12, das ferner eine Spann-
vorrichtung (1201) aufweist, die so geformt ist, dass
sie mindestens einen Teil der genannten Hülsena-
nordnung aufnimmt, wobei die genannte Spannvor-
richtung einen oder mehrere Sensoren zum Erfas-

sen mindestens einer Längspositionierung eines Ko-
lonoskop-Einführsrohrs in Bezug auf die genannte
Hülsenanordnung und einer Positionierung der ge-
nannten Zusatzrohre in Bezug auf das genannte Ko-
lonoskop-Einführrohr umfasst.

14. System nach Anspruch 13, wobei die genannte
Spannvorrichtung als Verpackung der genannten
Hülsenanordnung dient.

15. System nach Anspruch 13, wobei die genannte
Spannvorrichtung teleskopisch ist und mindestens
auf eine Länge eines Kolonoskop-Einführrohres er-
weiterbar ist, das in der genannten Innenhülse auf-
genommen wird.

16. Verfahren zur Kopplung zwischen einem Kolonos-
kop-Einführrohr und einem oder mehreren Zusatz-
rohren, wobei das Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

Bereitstellen einer Hülsenanordnung nach An-
spruch 1;
Positionieren eines Kolonoskop-Einführsrohrs
in dem länglichen Lumen der Innenhülse;
Zusammenziehen der genannten Innenhülse,
so dass die genannten Zusatzrohre radial näher
an das genannte Koloskop-Einführrohr angenä-
hert werden, wobei die genannte Hülsenanord-
nung die genannten Zusatzrohre in der genann-
ten angenäherten Position in Bezug auf das ge-
nannte Kolonoskop-Einführrohr aufrechterhält.

17. Verfahren nach Anspruch 16, das ferner das Erwei-
tern eines Innendurchmessers von mindestens ei-
nem Abschnitt der genannten Innenhülse vor dem
Positionieren des genannten Kolonoskop-Einführs-
rohrs umfasst, wobei das genannte Erweitern das
Aufblasen der genannten Innenhülse umfasst.

18. Verfahren nach Anspruch 16, das ferner das Entfer-
nen des genannten Kolonoskop-Einführsrohrs von
der genannten Hülsenanordnung durch Ziehen an
einem Faden umfasst, der sich entlang der genann-
ten Hülsenanordnung erstreckt und von einem dis-
talen oder proximalen Ende der genannten Hülsen-
anordnung vorsteht, um die Hülse aufzureißen.

19. Verfahren nach Anspruch 16, wobei das genannte
eine oder die genannten mehreren Zusatzrohre in
die genannte Hülsenanordnung integriert sind.

20. Verfahren nach Anspruch 17, wobei die genannte
Positionierung das Verringern der Reibung zwi-
schen dem genannten Kolonoskop-Einführrohr und
der genannten Hülsenanordnung durch mindestens
eines von Folgendem umfasst:

Schmieren einer Innenfläche der genannten In-
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nenhülse, die ein Lumen definiert, in dem das
genannte Kolonoskop-Einführrohr aufgenom-
men wird, Schmieren des genannten Kolonos-
kop-Einführsrohrs, und
Beschichten der genannten Innenfläche der ge-
nannten Innenhülse mit einem auf Polymer ba-
sierenden Material, das zur Verringerung der
Reibung geeignet ist.

Revendications

1. Assemblage formant gaine (1303) pour l’accouple-
ment entre un tube d’insertion de coloscope ayant
une longueur comprise entre 1 m et 3 m, et un ou
plusieurs tubes complémentaires, l’assemblage for-
mant gaine comprenant :

une gaine interne (11, 92) définissant une lumiè-
re allongée avec une extrémité ouverte, et ayant
un état développé dimensionné pour recevoir
de manière périphérique au moins 70 % de la
longueur du tube d’insertion de coloscope agen-
cé de manière longitudinale au sein de la gaine
interne ; et
une gaine externe (10, 90) encerclant la gaine
interne ;
caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend un ou plu-
sieurs tubes complémentaires s’étendant de
manière longitudinale entre la gaine interne et
la gaine externe ;
ladite gaine interne étant repliable depuis l’état
développé pour être ajustée étroitement par-
dessus un tube d’insertion de coloscope reçu ;
dans lequel la gaine interne est accouplée à la
gaine externe au niveau d’un ou de plusieurs
emplacements le long de la gaine interne de sor-
te que le repli de la gaine interne depuis l’état
développé amène la gaine externe plus près ra-
dialement de la gaine interne, rapprochant les
un ou plusieurs tubes complémentaires de la
gaine interne.

2. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel au moins une gaine parmi ladite gaine
externe et ladite gaine interne est étirée radialement
dans l’état développé, et suffisamment élastique
pour entraîner le repli jusqu’à l’ajustement étroit par-
dessus la longueur reçue du tube d’insertion de co-
loscope.

3. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication 2,
dans lequel dans un état replié détendu de ladite
gaine interne, un diamètre de ladite gaine interne est
au moins inférieur de 5 % à un diamètre d’un diamè-
tre sélectionné de tube d’insertion de coloscope reçu
au sein de celle-ci, pour un ajustement étroit avec le
tube d’insertion.

4. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel une surface circonférentielle interne de
ladite gaine externe est attachée à une surface cir-
conférentielle externe de ladite gaine interne dans
au moins une région le long des gaines.

5. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel la rigidité d’au moins ladite gaine interne
varie le long de l’étendue longitudinale de la lumière
allongée de la gaine interne.

6. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication l,
dans lequel au moins un desdits tubes complémen-
taires est adapté à l’irrigation du côlon (54), et au
moins un desdits tubes complémentaires est adapté
à l’évacuation de matière depuis le côlon (52).

7. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel au moins un desdits tubes complémen-
taires (53) comprend un capteur de pression (500).

8. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel au moins une gaine parmi ladite gaine
interne et ladite gaine externe est non contiguë et
est formée d’une pluralité de gaines colinéaires in-
terconnectées par un élément s’étendant axiale-
ment.

9. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication l,
comprenant en outre une gaine extérieure encer-
clant ladite gaine externe pour empêcher un déve-
loppement excessif pendant l’installation d’un tube
d’insertion de coloscope et de tubes complémentai-
res en utilisant ledit assemblage formant gaine.

10. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel au moins une extrémité distale dudit as-
semblage formant gaine est souple pour augmenter
la compliance tissulaire quand ledit assemblage for-
mant gaine est utilisé au sein d’un côlon.

11. Assemblage formant gaine selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ladite gaine externe comprend une pre-
mière couche externe conçue pour entrer en contact
avec les parois d’un côlon quand ladite gaine est
insérée vers le côlon, et une deuxième couche in-
terne fixant lesdits tubes complémentaires à ladite
gaine interne ; ladite couche externe comprenant un
matériau ayant un coefficient de frottement inférieur
à un coefficient de frottement d’un matériau de ladite
couche interne.

12. Système d’accouplement entre un tube d’insertion
de coloscope et un ou plusieurs tubes complémen-
taires, comprenant :

un assemblage formant gaine selon la revendi-
cation 1; et
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un module de gonflage pouvant être connecté
audit assemblage formant gaine, ledit module
de gonflage configuré pour gonfler au moins une
partie dudit assemblage formant gaine pour le
développer, dans lequel ledit module de gonfla-
ge comprend une pompe à air et un régulateur.

13. Système selon la revendication 12, comprenant en
outre un gabarit (1201) façonné pour recevoir au
moins une partie dudit assemblage formant gaine,
ledit gabarit comprenant un ou plusieurs capteurs
pour détecter au moins un positionnement parmi un
positionnement en longueur d’un tube d’insertion de
coloscope par rapport audit assemblage formant
gaine, et un positionnement desdits tubes complé-
mentaires par rapport audit tube d’insertion de co-
loscope.

14. Système selon la revendication 13, dans lequel ledit
gabarit sert d’emballage audit assemblage formant
gaine.

15. Système selon la revendication 13, dans lequel ledit
gabarit est télescopique et peut être développé jus-
qu’à au moins une longueur d’un tube d’insertion de
coloscope reçu au sein de ladite gaine interne.

16. Procédé d’accouplement entre un tube d’insertion
de coloscope et un ou plusieurs tubes complémen-
taires, comprenant :

la fourniture d’un assemblage formant gaine se-
lon la revendication 1 ;
le positionnement d’un tube d’insertion de co-
loscope dans la lumière allongée de la gaine
interne ;
le repli de ladite gaine interne de sorte que les-
dits tubes complémentaires sont rapprochés ra-
dialement dudit tube d’insertion de coloscope,
ledit assemblage formant gaine maintenant les-
dits tubes complémentaires dans ladite position
rapprochée par rapport audit tube d’insertion de
coloscope.

17. Procédé selon la revendication 16, comprenant en
outre le développement d’un diamètre interne d’au
moins une partie de ladite gaine interne avant le po-
sitionnement dudit tube d’insertion de coloscope,
dans lequel ledit développement comprend le gon-
flage de ladite gaine interne.

18. Procédé selon la revendication 16, comprenant en
outre le retrait dudit tube d’insertion de coloscope
depuis ledit assemblage formant gaine en tirant sur
un fil qui s’étend le long dudit assemblage formant
gaine et dépasse d’une extrémité distale ou proxi-
male dudit assemblage formant gaine, pour déchirer
et ouvrir la gaine.

19. Procédé selon la revendication 16, dans lequel les-
dits un ou plusieurs tubes complémentaires sont in-
tégrés dans ledit assemblage formant gaine.

20. Procédé selon la revendication 17, dans lequel ledit
positionnement comprend la réduction du frottement
entre ledit tube d’insertion de coloscope et ledit as-
semblage formant gaine par au moins une des cho-
ses suivantes :

la lubrification d’une surface interne de ladite
gaine interne qui définit une lumière dans laquel-
le ledit tube d’insertion de coloscope est reçu,
la lubrification dudit tube d’insertion de colosco-
pe et
le revêtement de ladite surface interne de ladite
gaine interne avec un matériau à base de poly-
mère adapté à la réduction du frottement.
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