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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention concerns a steel plant
and corresponding method for making long metal prod-
ucts such as bars, round pieces for reinforced concrete,
wire rods, beams or other profiles usable for example in
mechanical or civil engineering.
[0002] In particular, the present invention concerns a
combined casting and rolling plant, for the direct rolling
of semifinished continuous cast products according to
processes defined as "endless" and "semi-endless".

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] It is known that long metal products, that is hav-
ing a predominant longitudinal size with respect to the
cross section, are normally produced by rolling long sem-
ifinished products deriving from continuous casting of the
metal, for example steel.
[0004] The finished products are generally bars, round
pieces for reinforced concrete, rods, beams or other pro-
files, obtained by transforming billets or blumes, with a
square, rectangular or round section.
[0005] Steel plants are known for the production of long
products in which a rolling mill is connected to a contin-
uous casting machine downstream of the latter in a work
direction.
[0006] In these known plants, a rolling line is located
downstream of a continuous casting line, and can be for
example aligned and directly coupled with it, defining a
co-rolling line, thus without providing intermediate devic-
es, transfer devices, shuttles, translating planes, mobile
rollerways or other, which actively move the cast metal,
for example translating it in directions transverse to the
work direction.
[0007] These known plants can perform a production
process with no solution of continuity, also known as
"endless", in which there is only one semifinished con-
tinuous cast product which extends from the zone where
the liquid steel solidifies to a zone where it enters into
the rolling mill.
[0008] The single semifinished product is rolled pro-
gressively along the rolling line downstream of the con-
tinuous casting line, allowing to reduce the number of
entrances over all the stands of the rolling train and hence
the probability of cobbles occurring, thus allowing high
productivity.
[0009] The known combined plant also allows to re-
duce the compression powers needed in the first portion
of the rolling mill, and to exploit the high temperature of
the semifinished cast product and to reduce the quantity
of cropping cuts, allowing to contain operating costs
thanks to increased yield.
[0010] Furthermore, a plant provided with a co-rolling
line can also perform a semi-endless production process,
in which, instead of a single continuous semifinished

product, the rolling mill receives, from the continuous
casting, material defined by a discrete succession of
semifinished products, sheared to size by a shearing unit.
[0011] The shearing unit can be used in the starting
and stopping phases of the casting machine, for example
to perform the head and tail cropping, or when there is a
stoppage of the rolling mill, for example following a main-
tenance intervention or equipping of the plant, or follow-
ing a cobble or other problem or inconvenience.
[0012] In such situations, where the rolling mill is not
able to receive material to be rolled, semifinished cast
products are produced, using the shearing unit as above,
which have a certain pre-established length and which
are then sent to storage areas to be subsequently worked
in the rolling mill, once it has been returned to service.
[0013] Plants are also known in which two casting lines
feed a rolling line downstream of the casting machine
and work with a semi-endless process.
[0014] With the aim of producing competitive products,
there is a strongly felt need to increase the productivity
of steel plants, and also to contain waste and energy
consumption in order to increase the yield and reduce
production costs.
[0015] Known combined continuous casting and rolling
plants can be limited in this sense, since they are unable
to satisfy this requirement, and are greatly affected by
stoppages, either programmed or accidental, of the roll-
ing mill.
[0016] This limitation as above is particularly important
especially in the case of steel plants with a single co-
rolling line, in which any delay or problem in rolling can
cause the slow-down or stoppage of the continuous cast-
ing machine upstream and, consequently, also of the
whole steel works served by each steel plant.
[0017] Furthermore, if an increase in hourly productiv-
ity is required from the mono-line steel plant, this increase
can be obtained only by increasing the casting speed.
Increasing the casting speed has a technological limit,
however, determined for each continuous casting ma-
chine and for each type of product, by the fact that too
high speeds penalize the castability of the semifinished
cast product, even making it impossible, and also com-
promise the quality thereof, with consequent negative
effects on the rolling process and hence on the quality
of the finished product.
[0018] US 2004/079512 A1, JP S56 45201 A and JP
S55 112105 A describe multiple line continuous casting
plants. US 2004/079512 A1 proposes a solution in which
two rolling lines disposed angled with respect to each
other, for example by 90°, are fed by a respective casting
device with twin rolls fed by a tundish connected to a
double ladle rotatable device. JP S56 45201 A and JP
S55 112105 A describe solutions with a double casting
and roughing line, which converge in a single intermedi-
ate rolling and finishing train, a system being provided to
control the loop between the roughing rolling stands and
the intermediate and finishing rolling stands.
[0019] One purpose of the present invention is to ob-
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tain a combined continuous casting and rolling plant, and
the corresponding method, for the production of long met-
al products that guarantee high productivity and reduce
to a minimum the spaces occupied.
[0020] Another purpose of the present invention is to
exploit to the utmost the cycle of the steel plant upstream,
minimizing the number of movements necessary to feed
the casting machines located downstream.
[0021] Another purpose of the present invention is to
maximize the yield of the plant and the corresponding
method, reducing to a minimum the discards of material
during the working process.
[0022] Another purpose of the present invention is to
exploit to the maximum the enthalpy possessed by the
original liquid steel, in particular of the semifinished con-
tinuous casting products, to contain the running costs
and the energy consumption of the plant.
[0023] Furthermore, another purpose of the present in-
vention is to obtain a steel plant and a corresponding
method of production for the production of long metal
products that is flexible, so that it is possible to perform
for example a plurality of production steps adaptably to
a plurality of different functioning conditions or type of
product to be made.
[0024] The Applicant has devised, tested and embod-
ied the present invention to overcome the shortcomings
of the state of the art and to obtain these and other pur-
poses and advantages.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0025] The present invention is set forth and charac-
terized in the independent claims, while the dependent
claims describe other characteristics of the invention or
variants to the main inventive idea.
[0026] In accordance with the above purposes, a steel
plant according to the present invention, which over-
comes the limits of the state of the art and eliminates the
defects present therein, comprises a continuous casting
machine and a rolling mill disposed downstream of the
continuous casting machine, contiguous and in direct
succession thereto.
[0027] According to a characteristic feature of the
present invention, the continuous casting machine is pro-
vided with at least two casting lines and the rolling mill is
provided with at least two rolling lines, wherein each cast-
ing line is aligned with a respective rolling line, defining
overall at least two co-rolling lines disposed adjacent
along respective work directions. The steel plant also
comprises a single apparatus for feeding the molten met-
al, and the at least two casting lines are configured to
receive molten metal from it.
[0028] In this way the advantage is obtained that it is
possible to produce long metal products by direct rolling
of semifinished cast products, continuously and with no
solution of continuity with two independent co-rolling
lines, each having both a first part dedicated to continu-
ous casting, and also a second part dedicated to rolling.

Furthermore, according to the invention, the at least two
co-rolling lines are advantageously close together, at
least in said first part, given the presence of the single
feed apparatus.
[0029] It is therefore possible to obtain high productiv-
ity, even in the range for example of 150 t/h when both
co-rolling lines are active simultaneously.
[0030] According to some features of the present in-
vention, the co-rolling lines can be parallel to each other
along the whole extension from the casting machine to
the rolling mill.
[0031] According to other features of the present in-
vention, the co-rolling lines can be reciprocally inclined,
for example divergent, with respect to a common median
axis. This inclination, for example divergence, according
to the invention, can affect even only one part of the co-
rolling lines.
[0032] In some forms of embodiment of the present
invention, the co-rolling lines are distanced from each
other, in correspondence with said feed apparatus, by a
distance defining a first interaxis between the casting
lines.
[0033] According to some features of the present in-
vention, the co-rolling lines are distanced from each oth-
er, in correspondence with the terminal part of the rolling
mill, by a distance defining a second interaxis, greater
than the first interaxis.
[0034] The second interaxis, according to the inven-
tion, has a length that exceeds the length of the first in-
teraxis at least by 100%, up to as much as 300% or more.
[0035] In this way the advantage is obtained that it is
possible to contain the overall width of the steel plant,
reducing to a minimum the interaxes between the co-
rolling lines, compatibly with the needs of positioning and
moving the casting and rolling apparatuses.
[0036] According to some features of the present in-
vention, the steel plant comprises at least a central man-
agement unit connected at least to an extractor unit of
each of the at least two casting lines, and to a device to
regulate the stream of molten metal from the feed appa-
ratus to a corresponding crystallizer of each casting line.
[0037] The central management unit is configured to
control independently and autonomously at least each
extractor unit and each regulation device, to selectively
vary the casting speed of each casting line, independ-
ently and autonomously with respect to the at least one
other casting line.
[0038] Consequently, the advantage is obtained of
great flexibility of the steel plant according to the present
invention, which allows an independent management of
the casting lines and consequently allows to obtain dif-
ferent products from one line and the other, and to reg-
ulate the productivity of the two co-rolling lines depending
on the requirements of the plant. It is therefore possible
to keep the casting speeds optimized, and consequently
the rolling speeds, so as to always obtain, in any condition
of production requirement, the best quality of the finished
product.
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[0039] It is also possible, thanks to the presence of the
two independently managed co-rolling lines, to equip one
casting line or one rolling line, while the other casting line
or rolling line can proceed with its operations. Further-
more, obligatory stoppages of one of the two co-rolling
lines can be carried out individually without stopping the
production of the entire steel plant, as would happen in
the case of a mono-line. In particular, if the rolling mill of
one of the two co-rolling lines is stopped for maintenance
or due to a cobble, the plant can function in two alternative
ways:

a) The functioning line continues working normally,
while the one with the rolling mill stopped continues
to cast, producing billets that instead of being sent
to the respective rolling mill are sheared to the de-
sired length and discharged laterally downstream of
the casting machine; in this way the cycle of the steel
plant upstream remains unchanged;
b) The production of the steel plant upstream is
halved and only the functioning line is fed.

[0040] The present invention also concerns a method
for the production of long metal products, comprising con-
tinuous casting and rolling downstream of the continuous
casting, which provides to supply molten metal from a
single feed apparatus to the at least two adjacent co-
rolling lines in respective work directions, to cast the mol-
ten metal along at least two adjacent casting lines and,
with no solution of continuity, to roll the cast metal re-
ceived from the two casting lines along at least two ad-
jacent rolling lines of the co-rolling lines.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0041] These and other characteristics of the present
invention will become apparent from the following de-
scription of some forms of embodiment, given as a non-
restrictive example with reference to the attached draw-
ings wherein:

- fig. 1 is a schematic plan view of some forms of em-
bodiment of a steel plant according to the present
invention;

- fig. 2 is a front schematic view, partly sectioned, of
a part of the plant in fig. 1;

- fig. 3 is a variant of fig. 1;
- fig. 4 is a variant of fig. 3.

[0042] In the following description, the same reference
indicate the same parts of the steel plant according to
the present invention, also in different forms of embodi-
ment. It is understood that elements and characteristics
of one form of embodiment can be conveniently incorpo-
rated into other forms of embodiment without further clar-
ifications.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERENTIAL 
FORM OF EMBODIMENT

[0043] We shall now refer in detail to the various forms
of embodiment of the present invention, of which one or
more examples are shown in the attached drawing. Each
example is supplied by way of illustration of the invention
and shall not be understood as a limitation thereof. For
example, the characteristics shown or described inso-
much as they are part of one form of embodiment can
be adopted on, or in association with, other forms of em-
bodiment to produce another form of embodiment. It is
understood that the present invention shall include all
such modifications and variants.
[0044] With reference to the attached drawings, a steel
plant with a multiple co-rolling line for the production of
long metal products according to the present invention
is indicated in its entirety by the reference number 10.
[0045] According to the present description, the ex-
pression "co-rolling line" means that a casting line is
aligned, that is, in axis, with respect to the respective
rolling line downstream, or at least with respect to an
initial segment of the rolling line, therefore without any
intermediate devices, transfer devices, shuttles, translat-
ing planes, mobile rollerways or other, which actively
move the cast product, for example translating it in direc-
tions transverse to a working and advance direction.
[0046] According to the present description, moreover,
the steel plant is configured to effect the solidification of
the metal, for example liquid steel, in semifinished cast
pieces and to produce long metal products starting from
said semifinished products.
[0047] The semifinished products can be blumes or
billets with a circular, rectangular square or polygonal
section, typically used for the production of bars, round
pieces, rods, profiles, or they can also be beam-blanks
with a substantially H-shaped section for the production
of beams or profiles.
[0048] Hereafter in the description and possibly in the
claims, we shall use the word "billet" to identify any one
whatsoever of the semifinished continuous casting prod-
ucts mentioned above.
[0049] In some forms of embodiment, the steel plant
10 can reach, for sections worked at maximum speeds,
an hourly productivity of about 150 t/h of rolled products,
and can even exceed 1-1.5 Mt annual productivity.
[0050] The steel plant 10 according to the present in-
vention includes a continuous casting machine 11 and a
rolling apparatus or rolling mill 12, positioned down-
stream of the continuous casting machine 11.
[0051] The continuous casting machine 11 and the roll-
ing mill 12 are contiguous and located one in succession
to the other in a work direction, or flow direction.
[0052] According to the present description, the ex-
pression "work direction F" can identify the direction and
sense of the stream of the material, during the casting
and rolling process made in a co-rolling line of the steel
plant 10.
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[0053] In forms of embodiment described using fig. 1,
the work direction of each co-rolling line is indicated for
example by the axis F.
[0054] In other example forms of embodiment, de-
scribed with reference to figs. 3 and 4, different work di-
rections can be present, for example reciprocally in-
clined, indicated in figs. 3 and 4 by the axes Fa and Fb.
[0055] In some forms of embodiment, the continuous
casting machine 11 and the rolling mill 12 also share the
same work direction F, so that the semifinished cast prod-
ucts can be received directly by the respective rolling mill
12. In this way, it is possible to achieve a co-rolling proc-
ess without a solution of continuity, or endless, from cast-
ing the liquid steel to obtaining the long metal products.
In the endless process, the expression "semifinished cast
product" means a single billet, having a length that goes
from the exit of the crystallizer of the continuous casting
machine 11 to the entrance to the rolling mill 12.
[0056] The steel plant 10 is also suitable to effect a
semi-endless co-rolling process, or billet-by-billet, in
which the semifinished cast products are fed to the rolling
mill 12 with a partial solution of continuity. In the semi-
endless process, the rolling mill 12 is fed with segments
of billet of a desired length, for example comprised be-
tween 12 m and 80 m.
[0057] In some forms of embodiment, combinable with
all the forms of embodiment described here, the steel
plant 10 also includes one or more transfer ways 19 which
connect the casting machine 11 to the rolling mill 12.
[0058] The attached drawings are used to describe
forms of embodiment of the steel plant 10 in which the
continuous casting machine 11 is provided with at least
two casting lines, for example a first casting line 11a and
a second casting line 11b, autonomous and independent
with respect to each other.
[0059] To contain the spaces occupied by the steel
plant 10, at least in the zone affected by the continuous
casting machine 11, upstream of the two casting lines
11a, 11b, a single apparatus may be provided to feed
the molten metal, common to both casting lines 11a, 11b,
such as a single tundish 14, to which the two co-rolling
lines 100a, 100b of the steel plant 10 described here
refer. From the single common tundish 14, both the first
casting line 11a and the second casting line 11b can de-
part.
[0060] Liquid steel may be cast, for example continu-
ously, into the tundish 14 from ladles 15, which follow
each other, typically in a cycle time or tap-to-tap time of
the melting furnace, which substantially marks the oper-
ating time of a whole steel works and consequently also
of the steel plant 10.
[0061] According to the present description, the ex-
pression "plant axis X" identifies the axis passing through
the center of the common tundish that divides the lying
planes of the two co-rolling lines.
[0062] In possible forms of embodiment, the two cast-
ing lines 11a, 11b can be disposed in a parallel geometry
to each other and for example also parallel to the plant

axis X, that is, having the respective work directions in-
dicated by the axes F that are parallel to each other, as
for example described using fig. 1. In other possible forms
of embodiment, the two casting lines 11a, 11b can be
disposed slightly inclined, that is, with the respective work
directions indicated by the axes Fa and Fb which are
inclined, in particular diverging from each other (see for
example figs 3 and 4), with reference to a theoretical
median axis, for example defined by the plant axis X, as
will be explained in more detail hereafter in the descrip-
tion.
[0063] In some forms of embodiment, each of the two
casting lines, first 11a and second 11b, can also include
an extractor unit 16 configured to extract the solidifying
billets from the ingot mold continuously and simultane-
ously, in the case for example of the two casting lines
11a and 11b.
[0064] Proceeding in the work directions indicated by
axes F (for example fig. 1), Fa and Fb (for example figs.
3 and 4), the billets in the casting machine 11 are pro-
gressively solidified, generally by means of forced cool-
ing, for example by water or air-water.
[0065] The casting machine 11 can include, for exam-
ple for each casting line 11a, 11b, a shearing unit 17,
which is configured to intervene, for example, in a semi-
endless production process or, for example, in the end-
less production process if emergencies occur, such as
for example a cobble in the rolling mill 12, so that it is
necessary to interrupt the rolling process.
[0066] The shearing unit 17, which can be the mechan-
ical type, for example a shears, or thermo-chemical, for
example an oxyacetylene system with oxyacetylene blow
torches, is configured to shear the billets to size, obtaining
billets with a predetermined length, for example from 12
to 16 meters, but also up to 80 meters, suitable to allow
them to be stored and subsequently rolled.
[0067] Each shearing unit 17 is positioned at the end
of a corresponding intermediate transfer way, for exam-
ple a rollerway 18, which joins the extractor unit 16 and
the shearing unit 17.
[0068] In some example forms of embodiment, it may
be provided that to each casting line 11a, 11b a corre-
sponding rolling line 12a, 12b is respectively aligned,
along the plant axis X. In this way, the first casting line
11a and the first rolling line 12a define a first co-rolling
line 100a, while the second casting line 11b and the sec-
ond rolling line 12a define a second co-rolling line 100b.
It is therefore possible that, under normal working con-
ditions, the rolling mill 12 rolls the billets directly and with-
out any solution of continuity. In the endless process, the
steel plant can process for example a single billet for
each co-rolling line 100a, 100b, and the single billet can
extend from the initial part of the continuous casting ma-
chine 11 until at least an intermediate part of the rolling
mill 12.
[0069] With reference to the example forms of embod-
iment described using figs. 1, 3 and 4, for each co-rolling
line 100a, 100b a transfer path 19 can be provided, for
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example with rolls, configured to connect the continuous
casting machine 11 to the rolling mill 12, partly included
in the continuous casting machine 11 and partly in the
rolling mill 12.
[0070] The transfer path 19 can be interposed for ex-
ample between the intermediate transfer path 18 and a
roughing train 22 of the rolling mill 12, in which the first
deformations of the billet are performed, that is, typically,
those that require greatest power. Typically, the roughing
train 22 can define a preliminary working zone of the roll-
ing mill 12, upstream of the finishing, as explained in more
detail hereafter.
[0071] The transfer path 19 can include a terminal part
that functions as a feed segment 20 inside the rolling mill
12.
[0072] In the event, for example, that the steel plant 10
is functioning normally in an endless process, the billet
arriving from the intermediate transfer path 18 of the con-
tinuous casting machine 11 can be drawn along the trans-
fer path 19 and can be moved through rapid heating de-
vices, such as for example one or more induction furnac-
es 21, present in correspondence with said feed segment
20.
[0073] When, on the contrary, the rolling mill 12 is un-
able to receive material from the continuous casting ma-
chine 11, for example in the event of stoppages in the
rolling to perform programmed maintenance of the rolling
mill 12, or equipping to change the sections to be pro-
duced, or again in the case of accidental events, such
as cobbles or malfunctioning, the shearing unit 17 can
be activated and can intervene for the production of billets
in segments of a predefined length.
[0074] In the event, for example, of semi-endless or
discontinuous functioning, the induction furnaces 21 re-
ceive billets in segments.
[0075] In any case, the induction furnaces 21, typically
located upstream of the roughing train 22, can for exam-
ple be configured to heat the billet up to a start-of-rolling
temperature, normally comprised between 1050°C and
1200°C.
[0076] In some forms of embodiment, downstream of
the roughing train 22, the rolling mill 12 includes an in-
termediate rolling train 23 which is configured to shape
the product exiting from the roughing train 22 in succes-
sive deformation passes that allow to obtain a product
with an intermediate cross section between the final
cross section of the rolled product and the initial cross
section of the cast billet.
[0077] Downstream of the intermediate train 23, the
rolling mill 12 includes a finishing rolling train 24, which
is configured to perform one or more rolling operations
for finishing and obtaining the final rolled product.
[0078] The rolling mill 12 can also include, downstream
of the finishing train 24, movement, collection and stor-
age apparatuses of the rolled products.
[0079] Applicant has carried out experiments which
prove that the endless process can allow the steel plant
10 to minimize discards, and consequently to obtain a

yield, that is, the ratio between the weight of the finished
metal product and the quantity of starting liquid steel, of
more than 98%, even equal to or more than 99%.
[0080] In possible cases, wherein for example a steel-
works must produce 1 Mt/year of finished metal product,
that is from the rolling mill 12, a possible hourly produc-
tivity that must be guaranteed by the steel plant 10 can
be about 150 t/h, taking into account said yield, the pro-
grammed stoppages and considering a normal annual
cycle of about 6700 net production hours.
[0081] At the current moment, this kind of productivity
cannot be obtained with a single co-rolling line, because
for some sizes of product, typically used for the produc-
tion of long metal products, the billets would have to be
cast at speeds higher than 10 m/min, for example 12
m/min for a billet with a square section of 165 mm the
side. This would make it impossible to obtain the solidi-
fication of the first skin in the ingot mold, and hence the
product would be uncastable. It would also be impossible
to control and manage the internal microstructure and
hence the quality of the billets themselves and of the final
product.
[0082] In this framework of needing to obtain high an-
nual productivities, the present steel plant 10 includes at
least the two co-rolling lines 100a, 100b described above.
[0083] Fig. 2 is used to describe schematically possible
forms of embodiment of the initial part of the continuous
casting machine 11 which can comprise a ladle 15 con-
figured to pour its content of molten metal into the single
tundish 14, which in turn is configured to feed the two
casting lines 11a, 11b.
[0084] In some forms of embodiment, a ladle box 25
can be provided, typically positioned on the bottom of the
ladle 15, configured for the passage of the steel from the
ladle 15 to the common tundish 14. The ladle box 25 can
be positioned on the bottom of the ladle 15 and opened
at the start of each individual casting and closed when
the ladle 15 is empty or for example in the event of an
emergency, if possible.
[0085] In possible implementations, the ladle box 25
can also be configured to regulate the stream of steel for
the tundish 14 below the ladle 15.
[0086] In some forms of embodiment, an element to
protect the stream can be provided, for example a dis-
charger 26, positioned below the ladle box 25 and con-
nected to the latter. The discharger 26 is for example
holed in through manner along a longitudinal direction,
to define a channel for the passage of the stream of mol-
ten metal toward the tundish 14.
[0087] For example, the discharger 26 can be config-
ured as a pipe, essentially tubular in shape, with an en-
trance and an exit at the two terminal ends, oblong in
shape, which extends from the bottom of the ladle box
25 toward the tundish 14. For example, the discharger
26 can be made of ceramic refractory material.
[0088] With reference to fig. 2, during use, the dis-
charger 26 can be partly immersed in the liquid bath
present in the tundish 14, so that the stream of steel from
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the ladle 15 to the tundish 14 is not in contact with the air.
[0089] The tundish 14, which as we said is alone for
both casting lines 11a, 11b, has feed apertures on its
bottom. The two casting lines 11a, 11b receive the molten
steel from the tundish 14 autonomously through the feed
apertures. In particular, a first feed aperture 27a may be
provided, from which the steel destined for the first cast-
ing line 11a exits, and a second feed aperture 27b, from
which the steel destined for the second casting line 11b
exits.
[0090] The two feed apertures 27a, 27b are separated
from each other by a distance that for example defines
the line interaxis I1 of the casting lines 11a, 11b, at least
in correspondence with the tundish 14.
[0091] The line interaxis I1 can be comprised between
about 2,000 mm and about 5,000 mm, depending on the
type of cast product and the type of casting equipment,
as well as on the specific requirements and bulk of the
rolling mill 12.
[0092] In the forms of embodiment described using fig.
1, the co-rolling lines 100a and 100b are parallel to each
other and the line interaxis I1 is constant along the plant
axis X and defines the separation of the co-rolling lines
100a, 100b along the whole extension thereof, from the
casting machine 11 to the rolling mill 12.
[0093] In this way it is possible to obtain a steel plant
10 with a multiple co-rolling line, for example with a dou-
ble co-rolling line 100a, 100b, also being highly compact,
since it allows to share between the two co-rolling lines
100a, 100b the management part and the sharing of the
liquid steel.
[0094] The liquid steel arriving from the tundish 14 can
be poured into crystallizers, for example respectively a
first crystallizer 29a for the first casting line 11a and a
second crystallizer 29b for the second casting line 11b,
in which the solidification of the first skin of the billets
occurs.
[0095] To this purpose, the crystallizers 29a, 29b can
be cooled, for example by cooling circuits in which cooling
liquid flows, for example water, such as for example one
or more cooling channels 30 made axially in the thickness
of the crystallizers 29a, 29b, or defined by hollow spaces.
The cooling circuits and the delivery of cooling liquid that
flows inside them are configured to remove the heat from
the liquid steel, to cause rapid surface cooling and the
consequent solidification of the outermost layer of the
billet, for the formation of the so-called first skin.
[0096] To facilitate lubrication and the sliding of the bil-
let along the internal wall of the corresponding crystallizer
29a, 29b, in some possible implementations it may be
provided that the crystallizer 29a, 29b is configured to
oscillate vertically (arrows in fig. 2).
[0097] In possible forms of embodiment described us-
ing fig. 2, dischargers or piston plungers 28 may be pro-
vided, to guide and protect the stream of steel from the
tundish 14 to the crystallizer 29a, 29b. The dischargers
or piston plungers 28 allow to eliminate turbulence in the
stream of liquid steel.

[0098] In possible forms of embodiment, combinable
with all the forms of embodiment described here, a reg-
ulation device may be provided, configured to regulate
the stream of steel from the tundish 14 to the crystallizers
29a, 29b of the two casting lines 11a, 11b. For example,
in possible implementations the regulation device can
comprise a tundish box 32 (for example on the left in fig.
2), or in other possible alternative implementations, the
regulation device can comprise a stopper rod or stopper
132 (for example on the right in fig. 2).
[0099] In the possible implementations where there is
the tundish box 32 as regulation device, it may include a
fixed holed plate 33, a mobile holed plate 34 and a com-
mand module 35. The command module 35 can be con-
figured to move the mobile holed plate 34 with respect
to the fixed holed plate 33 to vary the alignment of the
respective holes and hence to define a feed channel that
is consequently more or less large. The amplitude of the
feed channel can depend on the casting speed to be
obtained.
[0100] In the possible implementations where there is
a stopper rod or stopper 132 as the regulation device, it
can be mobile and can be connected to a command mod-
ule 135 configured to control its height as a function of
the casting speed to be obtained. The tip of the stopper
rod or stopper 132 is brought near to or distanced from
the corresponding feed aperture 27a, 27b, causing a
greater or lesser occlusion thereof, and consequently
opening a greater or lesser useful section for the passage
of the liquid steel. The bigger the useful passage section,
the greater is the stream of steel that passes from the
tundish 14 to the casting lines 11a, 11b, and consequent-
ly the casting speed.
[0101] In possible forms of embodiment, combinable
with all the forms of embodiment described here, the cast-
ing machine 11 can comprise a central management unit
36 of the electronic type, connected to and configured to
control, command and manage, independently or com-
bined, at least the part of the continuous casting machine
11 described using fig. 2, for example the ladle box 25,
the tundish boxes 32 or possibly the stoppers 132 (by
means of the respective command modules 35, 135), the
oscillations of the crystallizers 29a, 29b, and the extractor
units 16.
[0102] It may be provided that each casting line 11a,
11b can be managed independently and autonomously
with respect to the other casting line 11b, 11a by means
of the central management unit 36
For example, it may be provided that the first casting line
11a can process billets at the same speed as the second
line 11b, or that the billet in the first line 11a can be proc-
essed at a higher or lower casting speed than the billet
in the second casting line 11b.
[0103] This need to vary the speeds between the cast-
ing lines 11a, 11b can be due to the need to obtain, at
exit from the crystallizers 29a, 29b, billets that are differ-
ent from each other, in sizes or microstructural charac-
teristics, or to the need to work at different speeds in the
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rolling lines 12a, 12b, to obtain different finished prod-
ucts, or the fact that there is a need to deal with short-
comings or incidents occurring along one of the two co-
rolling lines 100a, 100b.
[0104] Indeed it is possible that the central manage-
ment unit 36 may intervene by setting variations to the
speeds and the casting parameters of one or both the
casting lines 11a, 11b, in response to variations in the
rolling conditions of the respective rolling line 12a, 12b,
or both rolling lines 12a and 12b.
[0105] In this way, it may be possible to obtain different
finished products between the two co-rolling lines 100a,
100b, both processing different semifinished cast prod-
ucts and also processing identical semifinished cast
products at different speeds.
[0106] These possibilities confer considerable operat-
ing flexibility on the steel plant 10 in question.
[0107] The steel plant 10 is given further flexibility by
the fact that, if the productivity required is compatible with
the productivity that can be supplied by a single co-rolling
line 100a, 100b, for example up to 75 t/h, it may be pos-
sible to keep only one of the two co-rolling lines 100a,
100b active, in order to meet this requirement.
[0108] Keeping only one co-rolling line 100a, 100b ac-
tive can also have the advantage of working on only one
line in optimum speed conditions in order to obtain a qual-
ity finished product.
[0109] It is also possible, thanks to the presence of two
co-rolling lines 100a, 100b with independent manage-
ment, to equip one casting line 11a, 11b, or one rolling
line 12a, 12b, while the other casting line 11b, 11a or
rolling line 12b, 12a can proceed with its functioning. Fur-
thermore, obligatory stoppages of one of the two co-roll-
ing lines 100a, 100b can be made individually without
stopping the production of the whole steel plant 10, as
would happen in the case of a mono-line. In particular, if
the rolling mill of one of the two co-rolling lines is stopped
for maintenance or due to cobbles, the plant can function
in two alternative modes.

a) The functioning line continues working normally,
while the one with the rolling mill stopped continues
to cast, producing billets which, instead of being sent
to the respective rolling mill, are sheared to the de-
sired length and discharged laterally downstream of
the casting machine; in this way the cycle of the steel
works upstream remains unchanged;
b) The production of the meltshop upstream is halved
and only the functioning line is fed.

[0110] Figs. 3 and 4 are used to describe forms of em-
bodiment, combinable with all the forms of embodiment
described here, in which at least one of the co-rolling
lines 100a, 100b, at least for a segment thereof, in par-
ticular at least for the two casting lines 11a, 11b, is in-
clined with respect to a common median axis. In possible
implementations this inclination can be an angle of incli-
nation greater than 0° and up to 5°, in particular com-

prised between 0.5° and 3.5°, more particularly between
1° and 2°.
[0111] In possible forms of embodiment, both casting
lines 11a, 11b are inclined with respect to the other, in
particular they are reciprocally divergent on a horizontal
plane with respect to the cited common median axis, and
define respective different work directions Fa and Fb,
inclined, in particular divergent, with respect to each oth-
er.
[0112] This inclination, in particular divergence, can be
advantageous since it allows to provide a minimum dis-
tance between the two casting lines 11a, 11b at the
tundish 14, so that the latter is as compact as possible,
and a greater distance between the successive rolling
lines 12a, 12b, sufficient for example to allow mainte-
nance, replacement, extraction operations or suchlike,
on the units or groups that make up the two co-rolling
lines 100a, 100b, also operating inside the latter.
[0113] With reference to figs. 3 and 4, forms of embod-
iment are described by way of example in which the two
casting lines 11a, 11b are both inclined in a reciprocally
specular manner with respect to the plant axis X.
[0114] Solutions can also be provided in which the
casting lines 11a, 11b are asymmetrically inclined with
respect to the plant axis X, or solutions in which only one
of the casting lines 11a, 11b is inclined and one is parallel
to the plant axis X.
[0115] As a possible consequence, if the casting lines
11a, 11b are reciprocally inclined, also the rolling lines
12a, 12b are reciprocally inclined, and if the casting lines
11a, 11b are parallel, so then too the rolling lines 12a,
12b are parallel.
[0116] According to possible implementations, de-
scribed with reference to fig. 3 for example, the rolling
lines 12a, 12b can be reciprocally inclined in the work
directions Fa and Fb only for a limited segment or tract
of their extension, for example comprised between the
feed segment 20 of the induction furnaces 21 and the
roughing train 22, or between the feed segment 20 and
the intermediate train 23, the remaining segment being
parallel to the plant axis X.
[0117] Other solutions, described with reference to fig.
4, can provide that the co-rolling lines 100a, 100b are
defined by casting lines 11a, 11b reciprocally diverging
and by rolling lines 12a, 12b parallel to each other.
[0118] In forms of embodiment with divergent co-roll-
ing lines 100a, 100b, described for example using figs.
3 and 4, a second line interaxis I2 is determined, in cor-
respondence with the finishing train 24, bigger than the
first line interaxis I1 between the feed apertures 27a, 27b
of the tundish 14.
[0119] The second line interaxis I2 is configured to al-
low to house the rolling apparatuses astride the respec-
tive rolling lines 12a, 12b, and also to move the compo-
nents that have to be removed in order to perform equip-
ping and maintenance of the rolling lines 12a, 12b, for
example the calibration cylinders.
[0120] According to some forms of embodiment, the
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length of the second line interaxis I2 can be bigger at
least between 100% and 300% more than the length of
the first line interaxis I1, for example at least 100% more,
in particular at least 150% more, more in particular at
least 200% more, even more in particular at least 250%
more, also up to 300% more, or more, than the length of
the first line interaxis I1, depending on the specific design
and/or operating requirements.
[0121] The present invention also concerns a method
for the production of long metal products, comprising con-
tinuous casting and rolling downstream of the continuous
casting, which provides:

- to supply molten metal from the tundish 14 to the two
co-rolling lines 100a, 100b disposed adjacent along
the respective work directions F, Fa, Fb;

- to cast the molten metal received from the tundish
14 along the two adjacent casting lines 11a, 11b of
the co-rolling lines 100a, 100b;

- to roll the cast metal received from the two casting
lines 11a, 11b along at least two adjacent rolling lines
12a, 12b of the co-rolling lines 100a, 100b.

[0122] In possible implementations of the method de-
scribed here, the two co-rolling lines 100a, 100b can be
configured to produce long metal products according to
the present description, which are made different from
each other from the two co-rolling lines 100a, 100b in
terms at least of the section shape and/or section area.
[0123] It is clear that modifications and/or additions of
parts may be made to the steel plant 10 as described
heretofore, without departing from the field and scope of
the present invention.
[0124] It is also clear that, although the present inven-
tion has been described with reference to some specific
examples, a person of skill in the art shall certainly be
able to achieve many other equivalent forms of steel
plant, having the characteristics as set forth in the claims
and hence all coming within the field of protection defined
thereby.

Claims

1. Steel plant for the production of long metal products,
comprising a continuous casting machine (11) and
a rolling mill (12) disposed contiguous and in direct
succession downstream of the continuous casting
machine (11), in which the continuous casting ma-
chine (11) is provided with at least two casting lines
(11a, 11b) and the rolling mill (12) is provided with
at least two rolling lines (12a, 12b), wherein each
casting line (11a, 11b) is aligned with a respective
rolling line (12a, 12b) defining overall at least two co-
rolling lines (100a, 100b) disposed adjacent along
respective work directions (F, Fa, Fb), said plant
comprising a single feed apparatus (14) for feeding
molten metal, said at least two casting lines (11a,

11b) being configured to receive molten metal from
said single feed apparatus (14), characterized in
that it comprises at least a central management unit
(36) connected at least to an extractor unit (16) of
each of said at least two casting lines (11a,11b) and
to a regulation device (32, 132) to regulate the stream
of molten metal from said feed apparatus (14) to a
corresponding crystallizer (29a, 29b) of each of said
at least two casting lines (11a, 11b), said central
management unit (36) being configured to control
independently and autonomously at least each ex-
tractor unit (16) and each regulation device (32, 132)
so as to selectively vary the casting speed of each
casting line (11a, 11b), independently and autono-
mously with respect to the at least one other casting
line (11b, 11a).

2. Steel plant as in claim 1, characterized in that it
comprises a transfer path (19) for the semifinished
cast products from the casting machine (11) to the
rolling mill (12), configured to connect each of said
casting lines (11a, 11b) to a corresponding rolling
line (12a, 12b).

3. Steel plant as in claim 1 or 2, characterized in that
said single feed apparatus (14) is configured to feed
said at least two casting lines (11a, 11b) through
corresponding feed apertures (27a, 27b) separated
from each other by a distance defining a first line
interaxis (I1) between said at least two casting lines
(11a, 11b).

4. Steel plant as in any claim hereinbefore, character-
ized in that said at least two co-rolling lines (100a,
100b) are parallel to each other in a common work
direction (F).

5. Steel plant as in any claim from 1 to 3, characterized
in that said at least two co-rolling lines (100a, 100b)
are divergent to each other on a plane horizontal to
a common median axis at least near said at least
two casting lines (11a, 11b).

6. Steel plant as in claim 5, characterized in that said
at least two co-rolling lines (100a, 100b) are oriented
in work directions (Fa, Fb) reciprocally inclined and
divergent starting from said feed apparatus (14).

7. Steel plant as in claims 3 and 5 or 3 and 6, charac-
terized in that said at least two co-rolling lines (100a,
100b) are separated from each other, in correspond-
ence with a terminal zone of said rolling mill (12), by
a distance equal to a second line interaxis (I2), bigger
than said first line interaxis (I1).

8. Steel plant as in claim 7, characterized in that the
length of said second line interaxis (I2) is bigger than
the length of said first line interaxis (I1) at least by

15 16 



EP 3 052 259 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

100%.

9. Method for the production of long metal products,
comprising continuous casting and rolling down-
stream of the continuous casting, the method pro-
viding

- to supply molten metal from a single feed ap-
paratus (14) to at least two co-rolling lines (100a,
100b) disposed adjacent along respective work
directions (F, Fa, Fb);
- to cast the molten metal received from the sin-
gle feed apparatus (14) along at least two adja-
cent casting lines (11a, 11b) of the co-rolling
lines (100a, 100b);
- to roll the cast metal received from the at least
two casting lines (11a, 11b) along at least two
adjacent rolling lines (12a, 12b) of the co-rolling
lines (100a, 100b);

characterized in that the method provides

- to independently and autonomously control,
through a central management unit (36), the
functioning at least of an extractor unit (16) of
each of said at least two casting lines (11a, 11b)
and of a regulation device (32, 132) of the stream
of molten metal from said feed apparatus (14)
to a corresponding crystallizer (29a, 29b) of
each of said two casting lines (11a, 11b), in order
to selectively vary the casting speed of each
casting line (11a, 11b), independently and au-
tonomously with respect to the at least one other
casting line (11b, 11a).

Patentansprüche

1. Stahlwerk für die Herstellung langer Metallprodukte,
umfassend eine kontinuierliche Gießmaschine (11)
und ein Walzwerk (12), das benachbart und in direk-
ter Nachfolge stromabwärts der kontinuierlichen
Gießmaschine (11) angeordnet ist, wobei die konti-
nuierliche Gießmaschine (11) mit zumindest zwei
Gießlinien (11a, 11b) vorgesehen ist und das Walz-
werk (12) mit zumindest zwei Walzlinien (12a, 12b)
vorgesehen ist, wobei jede Gießlinie (11a, 11b) zu
einer entsprechenden Walzlinie (12a, 12b) ausge-
richtet ist, wobei im Gesamten zumindest zwei Gieß-
Walzlinien (100a, 100b) definiert werden, die anei-
nander angrenzend entlang entsprechender Ar-
beitsrichtungen (F, Fa, Fb) angeordnet sind, wobei
die Anlage zumindest eine einzelne Zufuhrvorrich-
tung (14) zum Zuführen von geschmolzenem Metall
umfasst, wobei die zumindest zwei Gießlinien (11a,
11b) konfiguriert sind, geschmolzenes Metall aus
der einzelnen Zufuhrvorrichtung (14) zu empfangen,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass es zumindest eine

zentrale Steuerungseinheit (36) umfasst, die zumin-
dest mit einer Extraktoreinheit (16) von jeder der zu-
mindest zwei Gießlinien (11a, 11b) und mit einer Re-
gulierungsvorrichtung (32, 132) verbunden ist, um
den Strom von geschmolzenem Metall aus der Zu-
fuhrvorrichtung (14) zu einem entsprechenden Kris-
tallisator (29a, 29b) von jeder der zumindest zwei
Gießlinien (11a, 11b) zu regulieren, wobei die zen-
trale Steuerungseinheit (36) konfiguriert ist, zumin-
dest jede Extraktoreinheit (16) und jede Regulie-
rungsvorrichtung (32, 132) unabhängig und auto-
nom zu steuern, um die Gießgeschwindigkeit von
jeder Gießlinie (11a, 11b) in Bezug zu der zumindest
einen anderen Gießlinie (11b, 11a) unabhängig und
autonom zu variieren.

2. Stahlwerk nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass es einen Transferpfad (19) für die
Gusshalbzeuge aus der Gießmaschine (11) zu dem
Walzwerk (12) umfasst, der konfiguriert ist, jede der
Gießlinien (11a, 11b) mit einer entsprechenden
Walzlinie (12a, 12b) zu verbinden.

3. Stahlwerk nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass die einzelne Zufuhrvorrichtung
(14) konfiguriert ist, die zumindest zwei Gießlinien
(11a, 11b) durch entsprechende Zufuhröffnungen
(27a, 27b) zu speisen, die durch einen Abstand von-
einander getrennt sind, der einen ersten Zwischen-
achsabstand (I1) zwischen den zumindest zwei
Gießlinien (11a, 11b) definiert.

4. Stahlwerk nach einem vorstehenden Anspruch, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die zumindest zwei
Gieß-Walzlinien (100a, 100b) in einer gemeinsamen
Arbeitsrichtung (F) parallel zueinander sind.

5. Stahlwerk nach einem Anspruch von 1 bis 3, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die zumindest zwei
Gieß-Walzlinien (100a, 100b) auf einer Ebene, die
zu einer gemeinsamen Medianachse horizontal ist,
divergent zueinander sind, zumindest in der Nähe
der zwei Gießlinien (11a, 11b).

6. Stahlwerk nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die zumindest zwei Gieß-Walzlinien
(100a, 100b) beginnend ab der Zufuhrvorrichtung
(14) in den Arbeitsrichtungen (Fa, Fb) reziprok ge-
neigt und divergent ausgerichtet sind.

7. Stahlwerk nach den Ansprüchen 3 und 5 oder 3 und
6, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die zumindest
zwei Gieß-Walzlinien (100a, 100b) in Übereinstim-
mung mit einer abschließenden Zone des Walz-
werks (12) durch einen Abstand, der gleich einem
zweiten Zwischenachsenabstand (I2), größer als der
erste Zwischenachsenabstand (I1), ist, voneinander
getrennt sind.
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8. Stahlwerk nach Anspruch 7, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die Länge des zweiten Zwischen-
achsenabstands (12) um zumindest 100 % größer
ist als die Länge des ersten Zwischenachsenab-
stands (I1).

9. Verfahren für die Herstellung langer Metallprodukte,
umfassend kontinuierliches Gießen und, stromab-
wärts des kontinuierlichen Gießens, Walzen, wobei
das Verfahren vorsieht

- geschmolzenes Metall aus einer einzelnen Zu-
fuhrvorrichtung (14) an zumindest zwei Gieß-
Walzlinien (100a, 100b), die entlang entspre-
chender Arbeitsrichtungen (F, Fa, Fb) aneinan-
der angrenzend angeordnet sind, zuzuführen;
- das aus der einzelnen Zufuhrvorrichtung (14)
erhaltene geschmolzene Metall entlang zumin-
dest zweier aneinander angrenzenden Gießlini-
en (11a, 11b) der Gieß-Walzlinien (100a, 100b)
zu gießen;
- das aus den zumindest zwei Gießlinien (11a,
11b) erhaltene Gussmetall entlang zumindest
zweier aneinander angrenzenden Walzlinien
(12a, 12b) der Gieß-Walzlinien (100a, 100b) zu
walzen;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Verfahren vor-
sieht

- die Arbeitsweise von zumindest einer Extrak-
toreinheit (16) von jeder der zumindest zwei
Gießlinien (11a, 11b) und einer Regulierungs-
vorrichtung (32, 132) des Stroms von geschmol-
zenem Metall aus der Zufuhrvorrichtung (14) zu
einem entsprechenden Kristallisator (29a, 29b)
von jeder der zwei Gießlinien (11a, 11b) unab-
hängig und autonom durch eine zentrale Steu-
erungseinheit (36) zu steuern, um die Gießge-
schwindigkeit von jeder Gießlinie (11a, 11b) un-
abhängig und autonom in Bezug auf die zumin-
dest eine andere Gießlinie (11b, 11a) selektiv
zu variieren.

Revendications

1. Installation de production d’acier pour la production
de produits métalliques allongés, comprenant une
machine de coulage continu (11) et un laminoir (12)
disposés de manière contigüe et en succession di-
recte en aval de la machine de coulage continu (11),
dans laquelle la machine de coulage continu (11) est
pourvue d’au moins deux lignes de coulage (11a,
11b) et le laminoir (12) est pourvu d’au moins deux
lignes de laminage (12a, 12b), chaque ligne de cou-
lage (11a, 11b) étant alignée avec une ligne de la-
minage respective (12a, 12b) formée au-dessus

d’au moins deux lignes de co-laminage (100a, 100b)
disposées de manière adjacente le long de direc-
tions de travail respectives (F, Fa, Fb), ladite instal-
lation comprenant un unique appareil d’alimentation
(14) pour une alimentation en métal fondu, lesdites
deux lignes de coulage au moins (11a, 11b) étant
configurées pour recevoir du métal fondu depuis ledit
appareil d’alimentation unique (14), caractérisée en
ce qu’elle comprend au moins une unité de com-
mande centrale (36) connectée au moins à une unité
d’extraction (16) de chacune des deux lignes de cou-
lage au moins (11a, 11b) et à un dispositif de réglage
(32, 132) pour régler le débit de métal fondu prove-
nant dudit appareil d’alimentation (14) vers un cris-
tallisoir correspondant (29a, 29b) de chacune des-
dites deux lignes de coulage au moins (11a, 11b),
ladite unité de commande centrale (36) étant confi-
gurée pour commander indépendamment et de ma-
nière autonome au moins chaque unité d’extraction
(16) et chaque dispositif de réglage (32, 132) de ma-
nière à faire varier sélectivement la vitesse de cou-
lage de chaque ligne de coulage (11a, 11b), indé-
pendamment et de manière autonome par rapport à
l’autre au ligne de coulage (11b, 11a) au moins.

2. Usine de production d’acier selon la revendication
1, caractérisée en ce qu’elle comprend un chemin
de transfert (19) pour les produits coulés semi-finis
depuis la machine de coulage (11) vers le laminoir
(12), configuré pour relier chacune desdites lignes
de coulage (11a, 11b) à une ligne de laminage cor-
respondante (12a, 12b).

3. Usine de production d’acier selon la revendication 1
ou 2, caractérisée en ce que ledit unique appareil
d’alimentation (14) est configuré pour alimenter au
moins deux lignes de coulage (11a, 11b) à travers
des ouvertures d’alimentation correspondantes
(27a, 27b) séparées l’une de l’autre d’une distance
créant une première ligne formant un axe intermé-
diaire (I1) entre lesdites deux lignes de coulage au
moins (11a, 11b).

4. Usine de production d’acier selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, caractérisé en ce
que lesdites deux lignes de co-laminage au moins
(100a, 100b) sont parallèles l’une à l’autre dans une
direction de travail commune (F).

5. Usine de production d’acier selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 3, caractérisée en ce que
lesdites deux lignes de co-laminage au moins (100a,
100b) divergent l’une par rapport à l’autre sur un plan
horizontal par rapport à un axe médian commun au
moins à proximité desdites deux lignes de coulage
au moins (11a, 11b).

6. Usine de production d’acier selon la revendication
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5, caractérisée en ce que lesdites deux lignes de
co-laminage au moins (100a, 100b) sont orientées
dans des directions de travail (Fa, Fb) inclinées l’une
par rapport à l’autre et divergeant à partir dudit ap-
pareil d’alimentation (14).

7. Usine de production d’acier selon les revendications
3 et 5 ou 3 et 6, caractérisée en ce que lesdites
deux lignes de co-laminage au moins (100a, 100b)
sont séparées l’une de l’autre, en correspondance
avec une zone terminale dudit laminoir (12), d’une
distance égale à une deuxième ligne formant un axe
intermédiaire (I2), supérieure à ladite première ligne
formant axe intermédiaire (I1).

8. Usine de production d’acier selon la revendication
7, caractérisée en ce que la longueur de ladite se-
conde ligne formant axe intermédiaire (I2) est supé-
rieure à la longueur de ladite première ligne formant
axe intermédiaire (I1) d’au moins 100%.

9. Procédé de production de produits métalliques al-
longés, comprenant un coulage continu et un lami-
nage en aval du coulage continu, ce procédé pré-
voyant

- d’alimenter en métal fondu provenant d’un uni-
que appareil d’alimentation (14) au moins deux
lignes de co-laminage (100a, 100b) disposées
de manière adjacente le long de directions de
travail respectives (F, Fa, Fb) ;
- de couler le métal fondu reçu de l’unique ap-
pareil d’alimentation (14) le long d’au moins
deux lignes de coulages adjacentes (11a, 11b)
des lignes de co-laminage (100a, 100b);
- de laminer le métal coulé reçu des deux lignes
de coulage au moins (11a, 11b) le long d’au
moins deux lignes de coulages adjacentes (12a,
12b) des lignes de co-laminage (100a, 100b) ;
caractérisé en ce que ce procédé prévoit :
- de commander indépendamment et de maniè-
re autonome, au moyen d’une unité de comman-
de centrale (36), le fonctionnement d’au moins
une unité d’extraction (16) de chacune desdites
deux lignes de coulage au moins (11a, 11b) et
d’un dispositif de réglage (32, 132) du débit de
métal fondu provenant de l’appareil d’alimenta-
tion (14) vers un cristallisoir correspondant (29a,
29b) de chacune desdites deux lignes de cou-
lage (11a, 11b), afin de faire varier sélective-
ment la vitesse de coulage de chaque ligne de
coulage (11a, 11b), indépendamment et de ma-
nière autonome par rapport à l’autre ligne de
coulage au moins (11a, 11b).
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