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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to the technical
field of infrared emission, in particular to a single-camera
system for measuring a vehicle distance and measure-
ment method thereof.

BACKGROUND OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

[0002] The camera is a consumable electronic product
generally applied to the fields of industry, agriculture, traf-
fic, etc., such as security, traffic monitoring, digital video
recording and the like, while the camera also improves
the life quality of people at the same time of being gen-
erally applied.
[0003] In recent years, with the sharp increase of the
number of vehicles, the safe driving of the vehicles also
becomes a worldwide social problem. To guarantee the
driving safety of the vehicles, it is critical to develop the
intelligence of the vehicles. A safety system of the vehi-
cles is an important component of an intelligent traffic
system, and performs an important role at the aspects
of risk early warning systems, anti-collision systems, etc.
A distance measuring technology is a critical part for re-
alizing such system. For traditional single ultrasonic
wave, microwave and laser light sensor, in case of short-
distance measurement, either the reliability is not high,
or the cost is too high.
[0004] Documents with patent No. US 5568136 A
(HOCHSTEIN PETER A ET AL, hereinafter "D1") and
WO 2010/007392 A1 (FERRIE GEORGE ET AL, here-
inafter "D2") and the paper titled "using sliding concentric
windows for license plate segmentation and processing"
(ANAGNOSTOPOULOS C ET AL, Proc. IEEE Workshop
on Signal Processing System Design and Implementa-
tion, IEEE, 2 November 2005, pp. 337 - 342, DOI:
10.1109/ SIPS.2005.1579889, ISBN:
978-0-7803-9333-2, hereinafter "D3") are concerned
with measuring the distance between vehicles.
[0005] D1 discloses a technical solution for measuring
the distance between vehicles from light projection and
measurement taking into account the width of a standard
license plate holder. Light is emitted from the license plate
holder of the preceding vehicle towards the camera of
the following vehicle using IR emitters. D2 discloses a
technical solution for measuring the character height on
a license plate to derive a vehicle’s distance. Look-up-
tables are used. D3 discloses basic license plate recog-
nition with OCR.

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

[0006] The purpose of the present invention is to pro-
vide a single-camera system for measuring a vehicle dis-
tance having high reliability and low cost and measure-
ment method thereof, so as to improve the technical so-

lutions proposed in the above-mentioned background.
[0007] To achieve the above-mentioned purpose, the
present invention provides the following technical solu-
tion:

A single-camera system for measuring a vehicle dis-
tance comprises a variable magnification single-
camera module, an operational control module and
an infrared emission module, wherein the operation-
al control module is respectively connected with the
variable-magnification single-camera module and
the infrared emission module. The variable-magnifi-
cation single-camera module is used for performing
real-time video recording on a preceding scene, cap-
turing the position information of a highlight speckle
in a video image from a video and capturing the
number of pixels occupied by the width/height of a
vehicle license plate. The operational control module
is used for obtaining the position information of the
highlight speckle outputted by the variable-magnifi-
cation single-camera module and the number of the
pixels occupied by the width/height of the vehicle
license plate, and computing a vehicle distance ac-
cording to a geometrical relationship and an averag-
ing algorithm. The infrared emission module is used
for receiving a control command of the operational
control module to enable and emit an infrared light
beam and close the infrared light beam.

[0008] Advantageously, the magnification change
mode of the variable-magnification single-camera mod-
ule is optical magnification change or/and digital magni-
fication change.
[0009] A measurement method of the single-camera
system for measuring the vehicle distance comprises the
specific steps as follows:

1) In a static state, measuring the lengths L of the
width/height S of the vehicle license plate mapped
to a video image in advance when a preceding ve-
hicle body is placed in different vehicle distances
when the camera is in A magnification, and forming
a group of static data {AL1, AL2, AL3, ...ALn} accord-
ing to different vehicle distances; measuring a sec-
ond group of static data {BL1, BL2, BL3...BLn}
formed when the camera is in B magnification ac-
cording to the method; obtaining all data from 1 mag-
nification to M magnification according to the meth-
od; and thus, forming 1 to M group of static data,
wherein each group is a data table of data volume
of 1 to M;
2) storing static tables formed by the static data in
the above-mentioned step in the operational control
module;
3) when the variable-magnification single-camera
module is controlled by the operational control mod-
ule to pull the magnification of the camera to a certain
magnification, obtaining the pixel width/height value
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of the vehicle license plate mapped to the video im-
age at this moment by the variable-magnification sin-
gle-camera module;
4) obtaining by the operational control module the
above-mentioned pixel width/height value mapped
by the vehicle license plate, computing the actual
width/height of the vehicle license plate in the video
image according to the actual width/height occupied
by each pixel, and obtaining first vehicle distance
data D 1 through the method of searching the static
data table according to the actual width/height value
of the vehicle license plate;
5) notifying the infrared emission module by the op-
erational control module to start to work, and emitting
a light beam onto the preceding vehicle body by the
infrared emission module;
6) the variable-magnification single-camera module
starts to work for capturing an infrared bright spot
mapped to the video and obtaining a perpendicular
pixel value from the infrared bright spot to a light axis
of the camera;
7) obtaining the actual width/height occupied by the
above-mentioned perpendicular pixel value and
each pixel value in the image by the operational con-
trol module, computing the actual distance S from
the infrared bright spot to the light axis, obtaining a
video focal distance W of the current camera by the
operational control module, computing the value of
an angle θ, tanθ=S/W, and computing second vehi-
cle distance data D2, D2=H/tanθ according to pre-
determined position height H, wherein H is the dis-
tance from a video recording light axis to an infrared
emission light axis;
8) performing weighted average on the first vehicle
distance data D1 obtained in step 4) and the second
vehicle distance data D2 obtained in step 7) to obtain
final vehicle distance data D, and performing com-
pensation by the first vehicle distance data D1 ob-
tained in step 4) or directly using the first vehicle
distance data D1 obtained in step 4) as the final ve-
hicle distance data D when the highlight speckle
caused by the infrared light beam emitted by the in-
frared emission module is not obvious and cannot
be captured by the camera.

[0010] Compared with the prior art, the present inven-
tion has the beneficial effects that:

The present invention combines the video process-
ing technology with the infrared control technology
of the camera, enhances the measuring reliability of
short distance of the vehicle, facilitates the usage,
reduces the cost and can be widely applied to an
active safety assisting system of the vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

Fig. 1 is a structural diagram of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a working principle diagram of computing
first vehicle distance data D1 in the present inven-
tion.
Fig. 3 is a working principle diagram of computing
second vehicle distance data D2 in the present in-
vention.

[0012] In the figures: 2-variable-magnification single-
camera module; 3-operational control module; 4-infrared
emission module; 5-preceding vehicle body; and 6-vehi-
cle license plate.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT INVEN-
TION

[0013] The technical solution of the present patent will
be further described in detail as below with the combina-
tion of the specific embodiments.
[0014] Please with reference to Fig. 1 to Fig. 3, a single-
camera system for measuring a vehicle distance com-
prises a variable magnification single-camera module 2,
an operational control module 3 and an infrared emission
module 4, wherein the operational control module 3 is
respectively connected with the variable-magnification
single-camera module 2 and the infrared emission mod-
ule 4; the variable-magnification single-camera module
2 is used for performing real-time video recording on a
preceding scene, capturing the position information of a
highlight speckle in a video image from a video and cap-
turing the number of pixels occupied by the width/height
of a vehicle license plate 6; the operational control mod-
ule 3 is used for obtaining the position information of the
highlight speckle outputted by the variable-magnification
single-camera module 2 and the number of the pixels
occupied by the width/height of the vehicle license plate
6, and computing a vehicle distance according to a ge-
ometrical relationship and an averaging algorithm; and
the infrared emission module 4 is used for receiving a
control command of the operational control module 3 to
enable and emit an infrared beam and close the infrared
beam.
[0015] The magnification change mode of the variable-
magnification single-camera module 2 is optical magni-
fication change or/and digital magnification change.
[0016] A measurement method of the single-camera
system for measuring the vehicle distance comprises the
specific steps as follows:

1) In a static state, measuring the lengths L of the
width/height S of the vehicle license plate 6 mapped
to a video image in advance when a preceding ve-
hicle body 5 is placed in different vehicle distances
when the camera is in A magnification, and forming
a group of static data {AL1, AL2, AL3, ...ALn} accord-
ing to different vehicle distances; measuring a sec-
ond group of static data {B1, BL2, BL3...BLn} formed
when the camera is in B magnification according to
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the method; obtaining all data from 1 magnification
to M magnification according to the method; and
thus, forming 1 to M group of static data, wherein
each group is a data table of data volume of 1 to M;
the smaller a vehicle distance spacing during meas-
urement is, the higher the precision is and the larger
the reflected N value in the static data is;
2) storing static tables formed by the static data in
the above-mentioned step in the operational control
module 3;
3) when the variable-magnification single-camera
module 2 is controlled by the operational control
module 3 to pull the magnification of the camera to
a certain magnification, obtaining the pixel
width/height value of the vehicle license plate 6
mapped to the video image at this moment by the
variable-magnification single-camera module 2;
4) obtaining by the operational control module 3 the
above-mentioned pixel width/height value mapped
by the vehicle license plate 6, computing the actual
width/height of the vehicle license plate 6 in the video
image according to the actual width/height occupied
by each pixel, and obtaining first vehicle distance
data D1 through the method of searching the static
data table according to the actual width/height value
of the vehicle license plate 6;
5) notifying the infrared emission module 4 by the
operational control module 3 to start to work, and
emitting a light beam onto the preceding vehicle body
5 by the infrared emission module 4;
6) the variable-magnification single-camera module
2 starts to work for capturing an infrared bright spot
mapped to the video and obtaining a perpendicular
pixel value from the infrared bright spot to a light axis
of the camera;
7) obtaining the actual width/height occupied by the
above-mentioned perpendicular pixel value and
each pixel value in the image by the operational con-
trol module 3, computing the actual distance S from
the infrared bright spot to the light axis, obtaining a
video focal distance W of the current camera by the
operational control module 3, computing the value
of an angle θ, tanδ=S/W, and computing second ve-
hicle distance data D2, D2=H/tanθ according to pre-
determined position height H, wherein H is the dis-
tance from a video recording light axis to an infrared
emission light axis and is a fixed value;
8) performing weighted average on the first vehicle
distance data D obtained in step 4) and the second
vehicle distance data D2 obtained in step 7) to obtain
final vehicle distance data D, and performing com-
pensation by the first vehicle distance data D ob-
tained in step 4) or directly using the first vehicle
distance data D obtained in step 4) as the final ve-
hicle distance data D when the highlight speckle
caused by the infrared light beam emitted by the in-
frared emission module 4 is not obvious and cannot
be captured by the camera.

[0017] The variable-magnification single-camera mod-
ule 2 is used for performing real-time shooting on the
scene of a preceding vehicle body 5, extracting the po-
sition information of a highlight speckle in a whole video
from a video and determining the position of the highlight
speckle in the image by analyzing a grey-scale image in
the image. Generally speaking, the value of the grey-
scale image in the position of the highlight speckle is
higher. The distance from the current highlight speckle
to the light axis of the video is computed according to
parameter performance within the current camera. The
variable-magnification single-camera module 2 also cap-
tures the information of the vehicle license plate 6 on the
vehicle tail of the preceding vehicle body 5 by zooming
and focusing to obtain the corresponding pixel
width/height of the vehicle license plate 6 mapped to the
video image by the width/height of the vehicle license
plate 6 of the preceding vehicle body 5. The second ve-
hicle distance data D2 is computed by the operational
control module 3 according to the perpendicular length
from the highlight speckle to the light axis of the video
supplied by the variable-magnification single-camera
module 2, the focal length of the camera and the perpen-
dicular length from the light axis of the camera to a laser
beam. The vehicle distance of the preceding vehicle body
5 is in proportion to the width/height of the vehicle license
plate 6 mapped in the image. The first vehicle distance
data D1 is computed in real time by the operational con-
trol module 3 according to the pixel width/height informa-
tion of the vehicle license plate 6 supplied by the variable-
magnification single-camera module 2 as well as the ve-
hicle distance and the width/height of the vehicle license
plate 6 measured under a predetermined static condition.
The final vehicle distance is computed according to an
averaging method or other compensation methods of the
first vehicle distance data D1 and the second vehicle dis-
tance data D2, thereby improving the measuring accu-
racy of the vehicle distance. The infrared emission mod-
ule 3 emits an infrared light beam to be illuminated on
the preceding vehicle body 5.
[0018] The present invention combines the video
processing technology with the infrared control technol-
ogy of the camera, enhances the measuring reliability of
short distance of the vehicle, facilitates the usage, reduc-
es the cost and can be widely applied to an active safety
assisting system of the vehicle.
[0019] The better embodiments of the present patent
are described in detail above, but the present patent is
not limited to the above-mentioned embodiments. Vari-
ous modifications can be made by those skilled in the art
within their knowledge scope.

Claims

1. A single-camera system for measuring a vehicle dis-
tance, comprising a variable magnification single-
camera module (2), an operational control module

5 6 



EP 3 089 110 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

(3) and an infrared emission module (4), said oper-
ational control module (3) is respectively connected
with the variable-magnification single-camera mod-
ule (2) and the infrared emission module (4); said
variable-magnification single-camera module (2) is
used for performing real-time video recording on a
preceding scene, capturing the position information
of a highlight speckle in a video image from a video
and capturing the number of pixels occupied by the
width/height of a vehicle license plate (6); said op-
erational control module (3) is used for obtaining the
position information of the highlight speckle output-
ted by the variable-magnification single-camera
module (2) and the number of the pixels occupied
by the width/height of the vehicle license plate (6),
and computing a vehicle distance according to a ge-
ometrical relationship and an averaging algorithm;
and said infrared emission module (4) is used for
receiving a control command of the operational con-
trol module (3) to enable and emit an infrared light
beam and close the infrared light beam.

2. The single-camera system for measuring the vehicle
distance according to claim 1, characterized in that
the magnification change mode of said variable-
magnification single-camera module (2) is optical
magnification change or/and digital magnification
change.

Patentansprüche

1. Einkamerasystem zur Messung eines Fahrzeugab-
standes, umfassend ein Einzelkamera-Modul mit va-
riabler Vergrößerung (2), ein Betriebssteuermodul
(3) und ein Infrarot-Emissionsmodul (4); wobei das
Betriebssteuermodul (3) jeweils mit dem Einkamera-
Modul mit variabler Vergrößerung (2) und dem In-
frarot-Emissionsmodul (4) verbunden ist; wobei das
Einzelkamera-Modul mit variabler Vergrößerung (2)
zur Durchführung einer Echtzeit-Videoaufzeichnung
auf einer vorhergehenden Szene, zur Erfassung der
Positionsinformation eines Highlight-Speckles in ei-
nem Videobild eines Videos und zur Erfassung der
Anzahl von Pixeln, die von der Breite/Höhe eines
Kennzeichens des Fahrzeugs (6) belegt sind, ein-
gesetzt wird; wobei das Betriebssteuermodul (3) zur
Erhaltung der Positionsinformation des von dem Ein-
zelkamera-Modul (2) ausgegebenen Highlight-
Speckle und der Anzahl von Pixeln, die von der Brei-
te/Höhe des Kennzeichens des Fahrzeugs (6) belegt
sind, und zum Berechnen eines Fahrzeugabstandes
gemäß einer geometrischen Beziehung und eines
Mittelungsalgorithmus eingesetzt wird; und wobei
das Infrarot-Emissionsmodul (4) zum Empfangen ei-
nes Steuerbefehls des Betriebssteuermoduls (3)
eingesetzt wird, um einen Infrarotlichtstrahl zu akti-
vieren und den Infrarotlichtstrahl zu deaktivieren.

2. Einzelkamerasystem zur Messung eines Fahr-
zeugabstandes nach Anspruch 1, dadurch kennge-
zeichnet, dass der Vergrößerungsmodus des Ein-
zelkamera-Moduls mit variabler Vergrößerung (2)
optische Vergrößerungsänderung oder/und digitale
Vergrößerungsänderung ist.

Revendications

1. Système de seule caméra pour mesurer la distance
du véhicule, y compris un module à seule caméra à
grossissement variable (2), un module de contrôle
opérationnelle (3) et un module d’émission infrarou-
ge (4), ledit module de contrôle opérationnelle (3)
est connecté respectivement au module à seule ca-
méra à grossissement variable (2) et au module
d’émission infrarouge (4); ledit module à seule ca-
méra à grossissement variable (2) est utilisé pour
effectuer un enregistrement vidéo en temps réel sur
une scène précédente, capturer les informations de
position d’une souillure de surbrillance dans une
image vidéo forment une vidéo et capturer le nombre
de pixels occupés par la largeur/hauteur d’une pla-
que d’immatriculation du véhicule (6); ledit module
de contrôle opérationnelle (3) est utilisé pour obtenir
les informations de position d’une souillure de sur-
brillance à la sortie du module à seule caméra (2) et
le nombre de pixels occupés par la largeur/hauteur
d’une plaque d’immatriculation du véhicule (6), et
calculer une distance du véhicule selon une relation
géométrique et un algorithme de calcul de la moyen-
ne; et ledit module d’émission infrarouge (4) est uti-
lisé pour recevoir une commande de contrôle du mo-
dule de contrôle opérationnelle (3) pour activer un
faisceau lumineux infrarouge et désactiver le fais-
ceau lumineux infrarouge.

2. Système de seule caméra pour mesurer la distance
du véhicule selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en
ce que le mode de changement de grossissement
dudit module à seule caméra à grossissement va-
riable (2) est un changement de grossissement op-
tique ou/et un changement de grossissement numé-
rique.
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