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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an exhaust purification system for an internal combustion engine.

Background Art

[0002] Known in the art is a particulate filter for trapping particulate matter which is contained in exhaust gas, wherein
the particulate filter is provided with alternately arranged exhaust gas inflow passages and exhaust gas outflow passages
and porous partition walls which separate these exhaust gas inflow passages and exhaust gas outflow passages from
each other, micropore zones are defined at upstream sides of the partition walls, macropore zones are defined at
downstream sides of the partition walls, a pore size of the partition walls in the micropore zones is set so that particulate
matter and ash can be trapped by the partition walls at the micropore zones, a pore size of the partition walls in the
macropore zones is set so that ash can pass through the partition walls at the macropore zones, and the partition walls
at the micropore zones and the partition walls at the macropore zones are integrally formed (see PTL 1). In this particulate
filter, the ash passes through the partition walls at the macropore zones, therefore the amount of the ash which is
deposited on the particulate filter is kept down. As a result, the pressure loss of the particulate filter is kept from increasing
due to the ash.
[0003] On the other hand, known in the art is an exhaust purification system for internal combustion engine which
executes PM removal control which increases the temperature of the particulate filter to a PM removal temperature and
maintains the same PM removal temperature while maintaining the particulate filter in an oxidizing atmosphere in order
to remove the particulate matter which is trapped on the particulate filter.

Citations List

Patent Literature

[0004] PTL 1: Japanese Patent Publication No. 2004-239199A

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0005] In the above-mentioned particulate filter, the particulate matter which flows into the particulate filter is mainly
trapped on the partition walls at the micropore zones and part of the particulate matter is trapped on the partition walls
at the macropore zones. In other words, a relatively large amount of particulate matter is trapped at the partition walls
at the micropore zones, while a relatively small amount of particulate matter is trapped at the partition walls at the
macropore zones. In this case, if PM removal control is executed, at the partition walls at the micropore zones, a relatively
large amount of particulate matter is oxidized, so a relatively large amount of heat is generated and therefore the partition
walls at the micropore zones greatly rise in temperature. As opposed to this, at the partition walls at the macropore
zones, the quantity of particulate matter which is oxidized is relatively small, therefore the partition walls at the macropore
zones do not increase that much in temperature. As a result, a large temperature difference may be occur between the
partition walls at the micropore zones and the partition walls at the macropore zones and therefore the particulate filter
is liable to crack.

Solution to Problem

[0006] According to the present invention, an exhaust purification system according to claim 1 is provided.
[0007] Preferably, PM removal control is executed when the total amount of the particulate matter which is trapped
on the particulate filter exceeds a predetermined upper limit quantity or when the difference exceeds the threshold value.
[0008] Preferably, the partition walls at the macropore zones have an average pore size of 25 mm to 100 mm.
[0009] Preferably, the partition walls are provided with common substrates for the micropore zones and macropore
zones, the pore size of the substrates is set so that the ash can pass through the substrates, the substrate surfaces are
covered by coated layers at the micropore zones, the substrate surfaces are not covered by coated layers at the macropore
zones, and the pore size of the coated layers is set so that the particulate matter and the ash can be trapped.
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Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0010] It is possible to reduce the risk of the particulate filter being damaged while suppressing an increase in pressure
loss of a particulate filter due to ash.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0011]

FIG. 1 is an overall view of an internal combustion engine of an embodiment according to the present invention.
FIG. 2A is a front view of a particulate filter.
FIG. 2B is a side cross-sectional view of a particulate filter.
FIG. 3 is a partially enlarged cross-sectional view of a partition wall.
FIG. 4 is a partially enlarged cross-sectional view of a coated layer.
FIG. 5 is a schematic enlarged view of a partition wall for explaining an embodiment according to the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a schematic enlarged view of a partition wall for explaining an embodiment according to the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a time chart which explains PM removal control.
FIG. 8 is a view which shows a map of a quantity of inflowing particulate matter qPM.
FIG. 9 is a view which shows a map of the particulate matter trapping efficiency TC(ZMI) at the micropore zones.
FIG. 10 is a view which shows a map of the particulate matter trapping efficiency TC(ZMA) at the macropore zones.
FIG. 11 is a flow chart which shows a routine for PM removal control

Description of Embodiments

[0012] Referring to FIG. 1, 1 indicates a body of a compression ignition type internal combustion engine, 2 indicates
a combustion chamber of a cylinder, 3 indicates an electronic control type fuel injector for injecting fuel into a combustion
chamber 2, 4 indicates an intake manifold, and 5 indicates an exhaust manifold. The intake manifold 4 is connected
through an intake duct 6 to an outlet of a compressor 7a of an exhaust turbocharger 7, while an inlet of the compressor
7a is connected through an intake introduction pipe 8a in which an air flowmeter 8 is arranged to an air cleaner 9. Inside
the intake duct 6, an electrical control type throttle valve 10 is arranged. Further, around the intake duct 6, a cooling
device 11 is arranged for cooling the intake air which flows through the inside of the intake duct 6.
[0013] On the other hand, the exhaust manifold 5 is connected to the inlet of the exhaust turbine 7b of the exhaust
turbocharger 7, while the outlet of the exhaust turbine 7b is connected through the exhaust pipe 12 to the particulate
filter 13.
[0014] The exhaust manifold 5 and the intake manifold 4 are connected to each other through an exhaust gas recir-
culation (hereinafter referred to as "EGR") passage 16. Inside the EGR passage 16, an electrical control type EGR
control valve 17 is arranged. Further, around the EGR passage 16, a cooling device 18 is arranged for cooling the EGR
gas which flows through the inside of the EGR passage 16. On the other hand, each fuel injector 3 is connected through
a fuel runner 19 to a common rail 20. This common rail 20 is connected through an electrical control type variable
discharge fuel pump 21 to a fuel tank 22. The fuel which is stored in the fuel tank 22 is supplied by the fuel pump 21 to
the inside of the common rail 20. The fuel which is supplied to the common rail 20 is supplied through the fuel runners
19 to the fuel injectors 3. Note that, in another embodiment which is not shown, the internal combustion engine 1 is
comprised of a spark ignition type internal combustion engine.
[0015] The electronic control unit 30 is comprised of a digital computer which is provided with components which are
connected together by a bidirectional bus 31 such as a ROM (read only memory) 32, RAM (random access memory)
33, CPU (microprocessor) 34, input port 35, and output port 36. At the particulate filter 13, a differential pressure sensor
14 is attached for detecting the pressure difference across the particulate filter 13. The output signals of the air flowmeter
8 and differential pressure sensor 14 are input through corresponding AD converters 37 to the input port 35. Further,
an accelerator pedal 40 is connected to a load sensor 41 which generates an output voltage which is proportional to the
amount of depression L of the accelerator pedal 40. The output voltage of the load sensor 41 is input through a corre-
sponding AD converter 37 to the input port 35. Furthermore, the input port 35 is connected to a crank angle sensor 42
which generates an output pulse every time a crankshaft rotates by, for example, 15°. The CPU 34 uses the output
pulses from the crank angle sensor 42 as the basis to calculate the engine speed Ne. On the other hand, the output port
36 is connected through corresponding drive circuits 38 to the fuel injectors 3, drive actuator of the throttle valve 10,
EGR control valve 17, and fuel pump 21.
[0016] FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B shows the structure of the wall flow type particulate filter 13. Note that, FIG. 2A shows a
front view of the particulate filter 13, while FIG. 2B shows a side cross-sectional view of the particulate filter 13. As shown
in FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B, the particulate filter 13 forms a honeycomb structure which is provided with a plurality of exhaust
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flow passages 71i and 71o which extend in parallel with each other and partition walls 72 which separate these exhaust
flow passages 71i and 71o from each other. In the embodiment which is shown in FIG. 2A, the exhaust flow passages
71i and 71o are comprised of exhaust gas inflow passages 71i with upstream ends which are open and with downstream
ends which are closed by stoppers 73d and exhaust gas outflow passages 71o with upstream ends which are closed
by stoppers 73u and downstream ends which are open. Note that, in FIG. 2A, the hatched parts show the stoppers 73u.
Therefore, the exhaust gas inflow passages 71i and the exhaust gas outflow passages 71o are alternately arranged
through thin partition walls 72. In other words, the exhaust gas inflow passages 71i and the exhaust gas outflow passages
71o are arranged so that each exhaust gas inflow passage 71i is surrounded by four exhaust gas outflow passages 71o
and each exhaust gas outflow passage 71o is surrounded by four exhaust gas inflow passages 71i. The partition walls
72 have porosity. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 2B by the arrows, the exhaust gas first flows into the exhaust gas inflow
passages 71i, next passes through the surrounding partition walls 72, and flows out to the adjoining exhaust gas outflow
passages 71o. In another embodiment which is not shown, the exhaust flow passages are comprised of exhaust gas
inflow passages with upstream ends and downstream ends which are open and exhaust gas outflow passages with
upstream ends which are closed by stoppers and with downstream ends which are open. In this embodiment as well,
the exhaust gas which flows into the exhaust gas inflow passages passes through the partition walls and flows out to
the exhaust gas outflow passages.
[0017] As shown in FIG. 2B, at the partition walls 72, micropore zones ZMI are defined at the upstream sides and
macropore zones ZMA are defined at the downstream sides. In this case, the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones
ZMI and the partition walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA are integrally formed. The pore size of the partition walls
72 at the micropore zones ZMI is set to enable the particulate matter and the ash to be trapped. As opposed to this, the
pore size of the partition walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA is set to enable ash to pass through the partition walls
72 at the macropore zones ZMA. In this case, it is also possible to view the trapping efficiency of the particulate matter
and ash at the partition walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA as being set lower than the trapping efficiency of the
particulate matter and ash at the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI.
[0018] The micropore zones ZMI and macropore zones ZMA are, for example, formed as follows. That is, as shown
in FIG. 3, the partition walls 72 are provided with common substrates 72s for the micropore zones ZMI and the macropore
zones ZMA. In this case, the pore size of the substrates 72s is set so that the ash can pass through the substrates 72s.
In addition to the above, at the micropore zones ZMI, the surfaces of the substrates 72s are covered by coated layers
75. The coated layers 75, as shown in FIG. 4, are formed from a large number of particles 76 and have a large number
of gaps or pores 77 between the particles 76. The pore size of the coated layers 75 is set to be smaller than the pore
size of the substrates 72s and to be able to trap the particulate matter and the ash. In this case, the pore size of the
coated layers 75 expresses the pore size of the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI. As opposed to this, in
the macropore zones ZMA, the surfaces of the substrates 72s are not covered by the above-mentioned coated layers
75. In this case, the pore size of the substrates 72 expresses the pore size of the partition walls 72 at the macropore
zones ZMA. As a result, the pore size of the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI and the pore size of the
partition walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA are set as explained above.
[0019] Specifically, the average pore size of the substrates 72s, that is, the average pore size of the partition walls 72
at the macropore zones ZMA, is set to 25 mm to 100 mm. The fact that if the average pore size of the substrates 72s is
25 mm or more, the majority of the ash can pass through the substrates 72s was confirmed by the inventors. On the
other hand, the average pore size of the coated layers 75, that is, the average pore size of the micropore zones ZMI, is
set to 10 mm to 25 mm. For this reason, the average size of the particles 76 (secondary particles) is set to 1 mm to 10
mm. If the average particle size of the particles 76 is smaller than 1 mm, the quantity of particulate matter which passes
through the coated layers 75 becomes greater than the allowed amount. Further, if the average size of the particles 76
is greater than 10 mm, the pressure loss of the particulate filter 13 or coated layers 75 becomes larger than the allowable
value.
[0020] Note that, in the embodiment according to the present invention, the particle size of the pores of the partition
wall substrates means the median size (50% size) of the distribution of pore size which is obtained by the mercury
intrusion technique, while the average size of the particles means the median size (50% size) of the distribution of pore
size based on volume which is obtained by the laser diffraction scattering method.
[0021] The substrates 72s are formed from a porous material, for example, cordierite, silicon carbide, silicon nitride,
zirconia, titania, alumina, silica, mullite, lithium aluminum silicate, zirconium phosphate, or other ceramic. On the other
hand, the particles 76 which form the coated layers 75 are, for example, comprised of a metal which has an oxidation
function. As a metal which has an oxidation function, platinum Pt, rhodium Rh, palladium Pd, or other such platinum
group metal may be used. In another embodiment which is not shown, the particles 76 are comprised of a ceramic
similar to the partition wall substrates 72s. In still another embodiment which is not shown, the particles 76 are comprised
of both ceramic and metal.
[0022] In the embodiment which is shown in FIG. 3, the coated layers 75 are provided on single surfaces of the partition
wall substrates 72s which face the exhaust gas inflow passages 71i. In another embodiment which is not shown, the
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coated layers 75 are provided at single surfaces of the substrates 72s which face the exhaust gas outflow passages
71o. In still another embodiment which is not shown, the coated layers 75 are provided at both surfaces of the substrates
72s which face the exhaust gas inflow passages 71i and exhaust gas outflow passages 71o.
[0023] Furthermore, in the embodiment which is shown in FIG. 2B, the upstream edges of the micropore zones ZMI
substantially match the upstream ends of the partition walls 72. Further, the downstream edges of the macropore zones
ZMA substantially match the downstream ends of the partition walls 72. The longitudinal direction length of the micropore
zones ZMI is set to, for example, 50% to 90% of the longitudinal direction length of the particulate filter 13.
[0024] Now then, the exhaust gas includes particulate matter which is formed mainly from solid carbon. This particulate
matter is trapped on the particulate filter 13. As a result, the quantity of particulate matter which is discharged into the
atmosphere is suppressed.
[0025] Further, exhaust gas contains noncombustible ingredients called "ash". The fact that this ash is mainly formed
from calcium sulfate CaSO4, calcium zinc phosphate Ca19Zn2(PO4)14, or other such calcium salts was confirmed by the
inventors. The calcium Ca, zinc Zn, phosphorus P, etc. are derived from the engine lubrication oil, while the sulfur S is
derived from the fuel. That is, explaining this taking as an example calcium sulfate CaSO4, the engine lubrication oil
flows into the combustion chambers 2 where it is burned. The calcium Ca in the lubrication oil bonds with the sulfur S
in the fuel whereby calcium sulfate CaSO4 is formed. This ash is also trapped together with particulate matter on the
particulate filter 13.
[0026] The behavior of the particulate matter and the ash in this case may be considered to be as follows: That is, the
majority of the particulate matter and ash which flow into the particulate filter 13 is first trapped on the partition walls 72
at the micropore zones ZMI. Part of the particulate matter which is trapped on the partition walls 72 at the micropore
zones ZMI next moves on the partition walls 72 due to the exhaust gas which flows through the insides of the exhaust
gas inflow passages 71i and reaches the macropore zones ZMA. The particulate matter aggregates up until reaching
the macropore zones ZMA, therefore some of the particulate matter which reaches the macropore zones ZMA becomes
relatively large in size. Such relatively large sized particulate matter is trapped at the partition walls 72 at the macropore
zones ZMA. On the other hand, for the relatively small sized particulate matter, since the partition walls 72 at the
macropore zones ZMA are relatively large in pore size, the particulate matter passes through the partition walls 72 at
the macropore zones ZMA and flows out from the particulate filter 13.
[0027] As opposed to this, almost all of the ash which is trapped on the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI
remains on the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI. This is because the quantity of particulate matter which
flows into the particulate filter 13 is overwhelmingly greater than the quantity of ash which flows into the particulate filter
13 and it is difficult for the ash to move over the partition wall 72. This being said, sometimes the ash reaches the
macropore zones ZMA. In this case, the ash passes through the partition walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA and
flows out from the particulate filter 13. This is because the quantity of ash which is trapped on the particulate filter 13 is
relatively small, so even if the ash aggregates, the size of the ash which reaches the macropore zones ZMA is not that large.
[0028] As a result, generally speaking, as shown in FIG. 5, the particulate matter 80 and the ash 81 are trapped on
the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI, while the particulate matter 80 is trapped on the partition walls 72 at
the macropore zones ZMA.
[0029] In this regard, as the engine operating time becomes longer, the quantity of particulate matter which is trapped
on the particulate filter 13 becomes greater and, as a result, the pressure loss of the particulate filter 13 ends up becoming
larger.
[0030] Therefore, in the embodiment according to the present invention, PM removal control is executed to remove
particulate matter from the particulate filter 13. As a result, the quantity of trapped particulate matter on the particulate
filter 13 is decreased and the pressure loss of the particulate filter 13 is made to fall.
[0031] In the embodiment according to the present invention, PM removal control is comprised of control for increasing
the temperature which increases the temperature of the particulate filter 13 to a PM removal temperature and maintains
the same to the PM removal temperature while maintaining the particulate filter 13 in an oxidizing atmosphere. In one
embodiment, the fuel injector 3 injects additional fuel in the compression stroke or exhaust stroke separate from the
main fuel for combustion use. Control for increasing the temperature is executed by this additional fuel burning in the
combustion chambers 2, exhaust passage, or particulate filter 13. In another embodiment, a fuel adding valve which is
arranged upstream of the particulate filter 13 in the exhaust passage adds additional fuel and control for increasing the
temperature is executed by this additional fuel burning at the exhaust passage or particulate filter 13. Note that the PM
removal temperature is, for example, set to 600°C to 650°C.
[0032] Even if PM removal control is executed, the ash will not burn but will remain on the partition walls 72 at the
micropore zones ZMI. In this regard, if PM removal control is executed, the particulate matter on the partition wall 72 is
removed, so the ash easily moves on the partition walls 72. As a result, as shown in FIG. 6, the ash moves on the
partition walls 72 to the rear of the particulate filter 13 due to the exhaust gas which flows through the exhaust gas inflow
passages 71i, then passes through the partition walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA and flows out from the particulate
filter 13. Therefore, the ash is kept from causing the pressure loss of the particulate filter 13 to rise.
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[0033] In the embodiment according to the present invention, PM removal control is executed when the total quantity
QPMT of particulate matter which is trapped on the particulate filter 13 exceeds a predetermined upper limit quantity
QPMTL. In other words, the PM removal control is executed before the total quantity of trapped particulate matter QPMT
becomes great. As a result, the pressure loss of the particulate filter 13 is maintained low. Note that, the total quantity
of trapped particulate matter QPMT is expressed by the sum of the quantity of particulate matter QPM(ZMI) which is
trapped on the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI and the quantity of particulate matter QPM(ZMA) which is
trapped on the partition walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA (QPMT=QPM(ZMI)+QPM(ZMA)).
[0034] Further, in the embodiment according to the present invention, PM removal control is executed when the
difference dQPM (=QPM(ZMI)-QPM(ZMA)) between the quantity of particulate matter QPM(ZMI) which is trapped on
the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI and the quantity of particulate matter QPM(ZMA) which is trapped on
the partition walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA exceeds a predetermined threshold value dQPML. In other words,
PM removal control is executed before the difference dQPM becomes large. As a result, it is possible to decrease the
temperature difference between the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI and the partition walls 72 at the
macropore zones ZMA which occurs when PM removal control is executed and therefore possible to reduce the risk of
the particulate filter 13 being damaged by heat.
[0035] That is, as shown in FIG. 7, at the time t1, PM removal control is executed when the total quantity of trapped
particulate matter QPMT exceeds the upper limit quantity QPMTL. Further, at the time t2, PM removal control is executed
even when the difference dQPM exceeds the threshold value dQPML. If PM removal control is executed, the quantity
of trapped particulate matter QPM(ZMI) at the micropore zones ZMI and the quantity of trapped particulate matter
QPM(ZMA) at the macropore zones ZMA are reduced and therefore the total quantity of trapped particulate matter
QPMT and difference dQPM are reduced.
[0036] Note that, at the time t1, PM removal control is executed when the total quantity of trapped particulate matter
QPMT exceeds the upper limit quantity QPMTL and the difference dQPM does not exceed the threshold value dQPML.
On the other hand, at the time t2, PM removal control is executed when the total quantity of trapped particulate matter
QPMT does not exceed the upper limit quantity QPMTL and the difference dQPM exceeds the threshold value dQPML.
In other words, PM removal control is executed when the total quantity of trapped particulate matter QPMT exceeds the
upper limit quantity QPMTL or the difference dQPM exceeds the threshold value dQPML.
[0037] In either case, when the total quantity of trapped particulate matter QPMT on the particulate filter 13 decreases
to the set value, for example, zero, the PM removal control is ended. The total quantity of trapped particulate matter
QPMT is expressed by, for example, the differential pressure across the particulate filter 13 which is detected by the
differential pressure sensor 14. In another embodiment which is not shown, if a predetermined time elapses from when
PM removal control is started, the PM removal control is ended.
[0038] If representing the quantity of particulate matter which flows into the particulate filter 13 per unit time by qPM
and the trapping efficiency of the particulate matter on the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI by TE(ZMI),
the quantity of particulate matter QPM(ZMI) which is trapped on the partition walls 72 at the micropore zones ZMI is
expressed by the following formula: 

[0039] On the other hand, if representing the trapping efficiency of the particulate matter on the partition walls 72 at
the macropore zones ZMA by TE(ZMA), the quantity of particulate matter QPM(ZMA) which is trapped on the partition
walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA is expressed by the following formula: 

where qPM·(1-TE(ZMI)) expresses the quantity of particulate matter which reaches the exhaust gas inflow passages
71i at the macropore zones ZMA.
[0040] The quantity of inflowing particulate matter qPM per unit time is stored in the form of the map which is shown
in FIG. 8 as a function of the amount of depression L of the accelerator pedal 40 which expresses the engine load and
the engine speed N in advance in the ROM 32. On the other hand, the trapping efficiency TE(ZMI) at the micropore
zones ZMI becomes higher the greater the quantity of trapped particulate matter QPM(ZMI) at the micropore zones ZMI.
The trapping efficiency TE(ZMI) at the micropore zones ZMI is stored as a function of the quantity of trapped particulate
matter QPM(ZMI) at the micropore zones ZMI in the form of the map which is shown in FIG. 9 in advance in the ROM
32. Further, the trapping efficiency TE(ZMA) at the macropore zones ZMA becomes higher the greater the quantity of
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trapped particulate matter QPM(ZMA) at the macropore zones ZMA. The trapping efficiency TE(ZMA) at the macropore
zones ZMA is stored as a function of the quantity of trapped particulate matter QPM(ZMA) at the macropore zones ZMA
in the form of the map which is shown in FIG. 10 in advance in the ROM 32. Therefore, if calculating the quantity of
inflowing particulate matter qPM and trapping efficiencies TE(ZMI) and TE(ZMA) per unit time, the quantities of trapped
particulate matter QPM(ZMI) and QPM(ZMA) can be calculated.
[0041] FIG. 11 shows the routine for PM removal control. This routine is executed by interruption every predetermined
set time period. Referring to FIG. 11, at step 100, the quantity of inflowing particulate matter qPM per unit time is calculated
from the map of FIG. 8, the trapping efficiency TE(ZMI) at the micropore zones ZMI is calculated from the map of FIG.
9, and the quantity of trapped particulate matter QPM(ZMI) at the micropore zones ZMI is calculated
(QPM(ZMI)=QPM(ZMI)+qPM·TE(ZMI)). At the following step 101, the trapping efficiency TE(ZMA) at the macropore
zones ZMA is calculated from the map of FIG. 10, and the quantity of trapped particulate matter QPM(ZMA) at the
macropore zones ZMA is calculated (QPM(ZMA)=QPM(ZMA)+qPM·(1-TE(ZMI))·TE(ZMA)). At the following step 102,
the total quantity of trapped particulate matter QPMT is calculated
(QPMT=QPM(ZMI)+QPM(ZMA)). At the following step 103, it is judged if the total quantity of trapped particulate matter
QPMT has exceeded the upper limit quantity QPMTL. When QPMT≤QPMTL, next the routine proceeds to step 104
where the difference dQPM is calculated (dQPM=QPM(ZMI)-QPM(ZMA)). At the following step 105, it is judged if the
difference dQPM has exceeded threshold value dQPML. When dQPM≤dQPML, the processing cycle is ended.
[0042] When, QPMT>QPMTL at step 103 or dQPM>dQPML at step 105, next the routine proceeds to step 106 where
PM removal control is executed. At the following step 107, the total quantity of trapped particulate matter QPMT is set
to zero. At the following step 108, the difference dQPM is set to zero.
[0043] In the embodiment according to the present invention explained up to here, the macropore zones ZMA are not
provided with coated layers. In another embodiment which is not shown, the macropore zones ZMA are provided with
separate coated layers which are different from the coated layers 75. In this case, the average pore size of the partition
walls 72 at the macropore zones ZMA is set to 25 mm to 100 mm in the state where the separate coated layers are
provided. The separate coated layers are formed from, for example, catalyst coated layers which carry a metal which
has an oxidation function. As a result, it is easy to remove by oxidation the particulate matter which reaches the macropore
zones ZMA.

Reference Signs List

[0044]

1 engine body
12 exhaust pipe
13 particulate filter
71i exhaust gas inflow passages
71o exhaust gas outflow passages
72 partition wall
ZMA macropore zone
ZMI micropore zone

Claims

1. An exhaust purification system for an internal combustion engine comprising a particulate filter (13) for trapping
particulate matter which is contained in exhaust gas in an engine exhaust passage, where the particulate filter (13)
is provided with alternately arranged exhaust gas inflow passages (71i) and exhaust gas outflow passages (71o)
and porous partition walls (72) which separate these exhaust gas inflow passages (71i) and exhaust gas outflow
passages (71o) from each other, micropore zones (ZMI) are defined at upstream sides of the partition walls (72),
macropore zones (ZMA) are defined at downstream sides of the partition walls (72), a pore size of the partition walls
(72) in the micropore zones is set so that particulate matter (80) and ash (81) can be trapped by the partition walls
(72) at the micropore zones (ZMI), a pore size of the partition walls (72) in the macropore zones (ZMA) is set so
that ash (81) can pass through the partition walls (72) at the macropore zones (ZMA), and the partition walls (72)
at the micropore zones (ZMI) and the partition walls (72) at the macropore zones (ZMA) are integrally formed,
characterized in that the exhaust purification system comprises means configured so that, when the difference
(dQPM) between the quantity of the particulate matter (80) which is trapped on the partition walls (72) at the micropore
zones (ZMI) and the quantity of particulate matter (80) which is trapped on the partition walls (72) at the macropore
zones (ZMA) exceeds a predetermined threshold value (dQPML), PM removal control, which increases the tem-
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perature of the particulate filter (43) to a PM removal temperature and maintains the same to the PM removal
temperature while maintaining the particulate filter (13) in an oxidizing atmosphere in order to remove the particulate
matter (80) on the particulate filter (13), is executed.

2. The exhaust purification system according to claim 1, configured so that PM removal control is executed when the
total amount (QPMT) of the particulate matter (80) which is trapped on the particulate filter (13) exceeds a prede-
termined upper limit quantity (QPMTL) or when said difference (dQPM) exceeds said threshold value (dQPML).

3. The exhaust purification system according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said partition walls (72) have an average pore
size of 25 mm to 100 mm at the macropore zones (ZMI).

4. The exhaust purification system according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said partition walls (72) are provided
with common substrates (72s) for the micropore zones (ZMI) and macropore zones (ZMA), the pore size of the
substrates (72s) is set so that the ash (81) can pass through the substrates (72s), the substrate surfaces are covered
by coated layers (75) at the micropore zones (ZMI), the substrate surfaces are not covered by coated layers at the
macropore zones (ZMI), and the pore size of the coated layers (75) is set so that the particulate matter (80) and the
ash (81) can be trapped.

Patentansprüche

1. Abgasreinigungssystem für einen Verbrennungsmotor, der einen Partikelfilter (13) zum Fangen von Feinstaub auf-
weist, der in einem Abgas in einem Motorabgaskanal enthalten ist, wobei der Partikelfilter (13) mit abwechselnd
angeordneten Abgaseinströmungskanälen (71i) und Abgasausströmungskanälen (710) und porösen Trennwänden
(72), die die Abgaseinströmungskanäle (71i) und die Abgasausströmungskanäle (710) voneinander separieren,
versehen ist, wobei Mikroporenzonen (ZMI) auf den stromaufwärtigen Seiten der Trennwände (72) definiert sind,
Makroporenzonen (ZMA) auf den stromabwärtigen Seiten der Trennwände (72) definiert sind, wobei eine Poren-
größe der Trennwände (72) in den Mikroporenzonen festgelegt ist, so dass Feinstaub (80) und Asche (81) durch
die Trennwände (72) in den Mikroporenzonen (ZMI) gefangen werden kann, eine Porengröße der Trennwände (72)
in den Makroporenzonen (ZMA) festgelegt ist, so dass Asche (81) in den Makroporenzonen (ZMA) durch die Trenn-
wände (72) hindurch passieren kann und die Trennwände (72) in den Mikroporenzonen (ZMI) und die Trennwände
(72) in den Makroporenzonen (ZMA) einstückig geformt sind, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Abgasreini-
gungssystem Mittel aufweist, die so konfiguriert sind, dass, wenn die Differenz (dQPM) zwischen der Quantität des
Feinstaubs (80), der an den Trennwänden (72) in den Mikroporenzonen (ZMI) gefangen ist, und der Quantität des
Feinstaubs (80), der an den Trennwänden (72) in den Makroporenzonen (ZMA) gefangen ist, einen vorbestimmten
Schwellwert (dQPML) übersteigt, eine Feinstaubentfernungssteuerung ausgeführt wird, die die Temperatur des
Partikelfilters (43) auf eine Feinstaubentfernungstemperatur erhöht und diese auf der Feinstaubentfernungstempe-
ratur hält, während der Partikelfilter (13) in einer oxidierenden Atmosphäre gehalten wird, um den Feinstaub (80)
aus dem Partikelfilter (13) zu entfernen.

2. Abgasreinigungssystem nach Anspruch 1, das so konfiguriert ist, dass die Feinstaubentfernungssteuerung ausge-
führt wird, wenn der Gesamtbetrag (QPMT) des Feinstaubs (80), der in dem Partikelfilter (13) gefangen ist, eine
vorbestimmte obere Grenzwertquantität (QPMTL) übersteigt oder wenn die Differenz (dQPM) den Schwellwert
(dQPML) übersteigt.

3. Abgasreinigungssystem nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Trennwände (72) in den Makroporenzonen (ZMI) eine
durchschnittliche Porengröße von 25 mm bis 100 mm haben.

4. Abgasreinigungssystem nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei die Trennwände (72) mit gemeinsamen Substraten
(72s) für die Mikroporenzonen (ZMI) und die Makroporenzonen (ZMA) vorgesehen sind, wobei die Porengröße der
Substrate (72s) festgelegt ist, so dass die Asche (81) durch die Substrate (72s) hindurch passieren kann, wobei die
Substratoberflächen in den Mikroporenzonen (ZMI) durch Beschichtungslagen (75) bedeckt sind, die Substratober-
flächen in den Makroporenzonen (ZMI) durch Beschichtungslagen nicht bedeckt sind und die Porengröße der
Beschichtungslagen (75) festgelegt ist, so dass Feinstaub (80) und die Asche (81) gefangen werden können.
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Revendications

1. Système de purification d’échappement pour un moteur à combustion interne comportant un filtre à particules (13)
destiné à piéger la matière en particules qui est contenue dans du gaz d’échappement dans un passage d’échap-
pement de moteur, dans lequel le filtre à particules (13) est pourvu de passages d’écoulement d’entrée de gaz
d’échappement (71i) et de passages d’écoulement de sortie de gaz d’échappement (71o) disposés de manière
alternée et parois de séparation poreuses (72) qui séparent ces passages d’écoulement d’entrée de gaz d’échap-
pement (71i) et ces passages d’écoulement de sortie de gaz d’échappement (71o) l’un de l’autre, des zones de
micropore (ZMI) sont définies sur les côtés amont des parois de séparation (72), des zones de macropore (ZMA)
sont définies sur les côtés aval des parois de séparation (72), une taille de pore des parois de séparation (72) dans
les zones de micropore est établie de telle sorte que de la matière en particules (80) et de la cendre (81) peuvent
être piégées par les parois de séparation (72) au niveau des zones de micropore (ZMI), une taille de pore des parois
de séparation (72) dans les zones de macropore (ZMA) est établie de telle sorte que de la cendre (81) peut passer
à travers les parois de séparation (72) au niveau des zones de macropore (ZMA), et les parois de séparation (72)
au niveau des zones de micropore (ZMI) et les parois de séparation (72) au niveau des zones de macropore (ZMA)
sont formées d’un seul tenant, caractérisé en ce que le système de purification d’échappement comporte des
moyens configurés de telle sorte que, quand la différence (dQPM) entre la quantité de matière en particules (80)
qui est piégée sur les parois de séparation (72) au niveau des zones de micropore (ZMI) et la quantité de particules
(80) qui est piégée sur les parois de séparation (72) au niveau des zones de macropore (ZMA) dépasse une valeur
de seuil prédéterminée (dQPML), une commande d’enlèvement de matière en particules, qui augmente la tempé-
rature du filtre à particules (43) jusqu’à une température d’enlèvement de matière en particules et maintient celle-
ci à la température d’enlèvement de matière en particules tout en maintenant le filtre à particules (13) dans une
atmosphère oxydante de façon à enlever la matière en particules (80) sur le filtre à particules (13), est exécutée.

2. Système de purification d’échappement selon la revendication 1, configuré de telle sorte que la commande d’enlè-
vement de matière en particules est exécutée quand la quantité totale (QPMT) de la matière en particules (80) qui
est piégée sur le filtre à particules (13) dépasse une quantité de limite supérieure prédéterminée (QPMTL) ou quand
ladite différence (dQPM) dépasse ladite valeur de seuil (dQPML).

3. Système de purification d’échappement selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel lesdites parois de séparation
(72) ont une taille moyenne de pore de 25 mm à 100 mm au niveau des zones de macropore (ZMI).

4. Système de purification d’échappement selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel lesdites parois
de séparation (72) sont pourvues de substrats communs (72s) pour les zones de micropore (ZMI) et les zones de
macropore (ZMA), la taille de pore des substrats (72s) est établie de telle sorte que la cendre (81) peut passer à
travers les substrats (72s), les surfaces de substrat sont recouvertes par des couches déposées (75) au niveau des
zones de micropore (ZMI), les surfaces de substrat ne sont pas recouvertes par des couches déposées au niveau
des zones de macropore (ZMI), et la taille de pore des couches déposées (75) est établie de telle sorte que la
matière en particules (80) et la cendre (81) peuvent être piégées.
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