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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus for cleaning/disinfecting
an endoscope.

Background Art

[0002] At a time of cleaning/disinfecting an endoscope
using an endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus, an
operator first opens a lid portion of the endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus, accommodates a used endo-
scope in a cleaning/disinfecting tank and connects vari-
ous tubes to a pipe sleeve of the endoscope, and, after
that, the operator closes the lid portion and presses a
start button.
[0003] After that, a cleaning/disinfecting process
starts. After a predetermined time period elapses, the
cleaning/disinfecting process ends. Lastly, the operator
opens the lid portion and takes out the cleaned/disinfect-
ed endoscope.
[0004] Here, in the cleaning/disinfecting process de-
scribed above, after the used endoscope is accommo-
dated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank, and the lid portion
is closed, the endoscope may be left as it is for a long
time without the start button being pressed.
[0005] In this case, there is a possibility that an operator
different from the operator who accommodated the en-
doscope in the cleaning/disinfecting tank opens the lid
portion and takes out the endoscope which has not been
cleaned/disinfected. Therefore, there has been a de-
mand for a function of informing the operator who has
taken out the endoscope from the cleaning/disinfecting
tank that the endoscope has not been cleaned/disinfect-
ed.
[0006] In view of such a situation, Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open Publication No. 2003-235793 and
No. 2006-296982 disclose systems in which, by an en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus having a func-
tion of transmitting information to the effect that an en-
doscope has been cleaned/disinfected to the endoscope
after a cleaning/disinfecting process ends, and a micro-
computer in a processor having a function of, when an
endoscope is connected to the processor in an operating
room at a time of using the endoscope, receiving the
information whether the endoscope has been
cleaned/disinfected or not from the endoscope, and giv-
ing a warning if an endoscope which has not been
cleaned/disinfected is connected, an operator is in-
formed that an endoscope has not been cleaned/disin-
fected.
[0007] However, the systems disclosed in Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No.
2003-235793 and No. 2006-296982 have a problem that
the operator cannot judge whether an endoscope taken
out from a cleaning/disinfecting tank has been

cleaned/disinfected or not until the endoscope is con-
nected to the processor in the operation room.
[0008] The present invention has been made in view
of the above problem, and an object is to provide an en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus provided with a
configuration capable of preventing an endoscope which
has not been cleaned/disinfected from being taken out
from a cleaning/disinfecting tank by an operator.

Disclosure of Invention

Means for Solving the Problem

[0009] An endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus
in an aspect of the present invention is provided with: a
cleaning/disinfecting tank in which an endoscope is ac-
commodated; a lid portion openable/closable relative to
the cleaning/disinfecting tank; an accommodation de-
tecting section detecting that the endoscope is accom-
modated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank; an open-
ing/closing detecting section detecting an opened state
and a closed state of the lid portion relative to the clean-
ing/disinfecting tank; a cleaning/disinfecting section for
performing cleaning/disinfection of the endoscope in the
cleaning/disinfecting tank; a cleaning/disinfection detect-
ing section detecting driving of the cleaning/disinfecting
section; an informing section issuing a warning; a judging
section connected to the accommodation detecting sec-
tion, the opening/closing detecting section and the clean-
ing/disinfection detecting section, the judging section
judging a case where the opening/closing detecting sec-
tion detects the closed state of the lid portion before the
cleaning/disinfection detecting section detects driving of
the cleaning/disinfecting section and after the accommo-
dation detecting section detects that the endoscope is
accommodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank as a first
closed state; and a control section connected to at least
the opening/closing detecting section, the cleaning/dis-
infection detecting section, the informing section and the
judging section, the control section performing control of
driving the informing section to issue a warning when the
opening/closing detecting section detects the opened
state of the lid portion before the cleaning/disinfection
detecting section detects driving of the cleaning/disin-
fecting section after the judging section detects the first
closed state.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0010]

Fig. 1 is a diagram schematically showing an endo-
scope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of a first em-
bodiment;
Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically showing a
warning section in an apparatus body of the endo-
scope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a clean-

1 2 



EP 2 962 625 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ing/disinfecting section in the warning section of Fig.
2 together with an internal configuration of the clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing a state that an
endoscope is placed and set together with an endo-
scope guide member in a cleaning/disinfecting tank
of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of
Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 is a flowchart schematically showing an endo-
scope cleaning/disinfecting process using the endo-
scope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of Fig. 1;
Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing controlling operation
for a warning section by a control section of Fig. 2;
Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing a variation of controlling
operation for the warning section by the control sec-
tion of Fig. 2 in a case where the endoscope is de-
tected again within a predetermined time period after
a warning step of Fig. 6;
Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing a variation of controlling
operation for the warning section by the control sec-
tion of Fig. 2 in a case where a set time period elapses
after a first closed state judging step of Fig. 6;
Fig. 9 is a block diagram schematically showing a
warning section in an apparatus body of an endo-
scope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of the present
embodiment; and
Fig. 10 is a flowchart showing controlling operation
for a warning section by a control section of Fig. 9.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0011] Embodiments of the present invention will be
described below with reference to drawings. Note that
the drawings are schematic, and a relationship between
thickness and width of each of members, a thickness
ratio of the respective members and the like are different
from actual ones. It goes without saying that parts which
are mutually different in a dimension relationship or ratio
are included among the drawings.

(First Embodiment)

[0012] Fig. 1 is a diagram schematically showing an
endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of the
present embodiment. Fig. 2 is a block diagram schemat-
ically showing a warning section in an apparatus body of
the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of Fig. 1.
[0013] Fig. 3 is a diagram showing an example of a
cleaning/disinfecting section in the warning section of
Fig. 2 together with an internal configuration of the clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus, and Fig. 4 is a perspective
view showing a state that an endoscope is placed and
set together with an endoscope guide member in a clean-
ing/disinfecting tank of the endoscope cleaning/disinfect-
ing apparatus of Fig. 1.
[0014] As shown in Fig. 1, an endoscope cleaning/dis-
infecting apparatus 1 is provided with an apparatus body
2, and a lid portion 3 which is openably/closably connect-

ed, for example, via a hinge not shown on the apparatus
body 2.
[0015] A pedal switch 2p for opening the lid portion 3
closed over a top portion of the apparatus body 2 upward
from the apparatus body 2 by an operator’s stepping op-
eration is provided at a lower portion of the apparatus
body 2.
[0016] Note that the opening/closing operation of the
lid portion 3 is not limited to the pedal switch 2p. For
example, the operator may lift the lid portion 3 by hand,
or the opening/closing operation may be performed by a
switch which is manually operated by the operator.
[0017] Further, a cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 in which
an endoscope 201 to be cleaned/disinfected with the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 is to be ac-
commodated is provided on an upper portion of the ap-
paratus body 2. The endoscope 201 is accommodated
in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, for example, with an
endoscope guide member 250 as shown in Fig. 4.
[0018] Note that an opening 4k, which is an opening
through which the endoscope 201 is accommodated in
and taken out from the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, is
freely opened and closed with the lid portion 3. Note that
opened/closed states of the lid portion 3 are detected by
an opening/closing detecting section 104 (see Fig. 2) to
be described later.
[0019] In the present embodiment, a case where one
endoscope 201 is accommodated in the cleaning/disin-
fecting tank 4, and the one endoscope 201 is cleaned/dis-
infected with the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting appa-
ratus 1 is shown as an example. Note that the case is
not limiting. A configuration is also possible in which two
or more endoscopes are accommodated in the clean-
ing/disinfecting tank 4 and cleaned/disinfected at the
same time.
[0020] Further, main portions of the endoscope 201
are configured with, for example, an insertion portion
201a to be inserted into a subject, an operation portion
201b connectedly provided at a proximal end of the in-
sertion portion 201a, a universal cord 201c extended
from the operation portion 201b, and a connector portion
201d provided at an extended end of the universal cord
201c.
[0021] Note that detection of the endoscope 201 hav-
ing been accommodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank
4 is performed by an accommodation detecting section
103 (see Fig. 2) to be described later.
[0022] Further, a warning section 100 is provided in-
side the apparatus body 2. As shown in Fig. 2, the warning
section 100 is provided with: the accommodation detect-
ing section 103 which detects that the endoscope 201 is
accommodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, the
opening/closing detecting section 104 which detects the
opened and closed states of the lid portion 3 relative to
the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, a cleaning/disinfecting
section 106 for performing cleaning/disinfection of the
endoscope 201 in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, a
cleaning/disinfection detecting section 105 which detects
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driving of the cleaning/disinfecting section 106, an in-
forming section 107 which issues a warning, a control
section 101 provided with a judging section 102.
[0023] Note that the control section 101 is connected
to at least the opening/closing detecting section 104, the
cleaning/disinfecting section 106 and the informing sec-
tion 107 and also connected to the accommodation de-
tecting section 103.
[0024] The accommodation detecting section 103 is
provided, for example, on a top surface of the apparatus
body 2 as shown in Fig. 4, and the accommodation de-
tecting section 103 detects that the endoscope 201 is
accommodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4.
[0025] Note that the accommodation detecting section
103 may be provided on another region of the clean-
ing/disinfecting tank 4 or the endoscope cleaning/disin-
fecting apparatus 1.
[0026] Further, the accommodation detecting section
103 is configured, for example, with an RF-ID reader, a
barcode reading section or a touch panel portion on which
input is performed by the operator.
[0027] Note that Fig. 4 shows a case where the ac-
commodation detecting section 103 is configured with an
RF-ID reader as an example.
[0028] Therefore, in the case where the accommoda-
tion detecting section 103 is configured with an RF-ID
reader, a known RF-ID not shown is included in the con-
nector portion 201d so as to detect the endoscope 201
being accommodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4.
[0029] In the RF-ID, information about the endoscope
201, such as a model name and a serial number of the
endoscope 201, is inputted. Note that, if the RF-ID is not
included in the connector portion 201d, an RF-ID tag or
an RF-ID seal may be externally attached to the connec-
tor portion 201d. Further, the RF-ID may be provided on
another region of the endoscope 201 without being lim-
ited to the connector portion 201d.
[0030] In the case where the accommodation detecting
section 103 is an RF-ID reader, the accommodation de-
tecting section 103 detects that the endoscope 201 is
accommodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 by
reading information in the RF-ID, by the connector portion
201d being brought near to the accommodation detecting
section 103 by the operator.
[0031] Note that the above is same for a case where
the accommodation detecting section 103 is configured
with a barcode reading section. In this case, the connec-
tor portion 201d is provided with a barcode in which var-
ious information about the endoscope 201 is inputted.
[0032] In this case, the accommodation detecting sec-
tion 103 detects that the endoscope 201 is accommodat-
ed in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 by reading informa-
tion in the barcode, by the connector portion 201d being
brought near to the accommodation detecting section
103 by the operator.
[0033] Further, in a case where the accommodation
detecting section 103 is configured with a touch panel
portion, the accommodation detecting section 103 de-

tects that the endoscope 201 is accommodated in the
cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 by input being performed on
the touch panel portion by the operator.
[0034] The opening/closing detecting section 104 de-
tects the opened state and the closed state of the lid
portion 3 relative to the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, and
the opening/closing detecting section 104 is provided,
for example, in the apparatus body 2. Further, the open-
ing/closing detecting section 104 is configured with a
known opening/closing detecting sensor.
[0035] For example, the cleaning/disinfecting section
106 has a chemical storing section storing chemical liquid
and a chemical supplying section which supplies the
chemical liquid stored in the chemical storing section to
the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 as minimum compo-
nents. Note that the chemical liquid stated here may be
cleaning liquid which removes organic stains adhering
to an endoscope or may be disinfectant liquid which de-
toxifies fungi adhering to an endoscope.
[0036] For example, the chemical storing section may
include one or more kinds among a detergent tank 11a,
an alcohol tank 11b and a chemical tank 58 which are to
be described below in detail. Furthermore, for example,
the chemical supplying section may include one or more
kinds among a detergent conduit 39 and a detergent
pump, an alcohol conduit 41 and an alcohol supplying
pump 42, or a chemical conduit 64 and a chemical pump
65.
[0037] As an example, the cleaning/disinfecting sec-
tion 106 is configured with a region indicated by a dot-
and-dash line in Fig. 3. An example of an internal con-
figuration of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting appa-
ratus 1 will be shown below.
[0038] As shown in Fig. 3, the endoscope cleaning/dis-
infecting apparatus 1 has a configuration in which tap
water is supplied by one end of a water supply hose 31a
being connected to a water supply hose connection port
31 and the other end of the water supply hose 31a being
connected to a tap faucet 5.
[0039] The water supply hose connection port 31 is
communicated with one end of a water supply conduit 9.
The other end of the water supply conduit 9 is connected
to a three-way solenoid valve 10, and a water supply
solenoid valve 15, a check valve 16 and a water supply
filter 17 are disposed midway in the water supply conduit
9 in that order from the water supply hose connection
port 31 side.
[0040] Note that the water supply filter 17 is configured
as a cartridge-type filtration filter so that it can be period-
ically exchanged. The water supply filter 17 removes for-
eign matters, germs and the like in tap water passing
through the water supply filter 17.
[0041] The three-way solenoid valve 10 is connected
to one end of a flow liquid conduit 18 and switches be-
tween communication with the water supply conduit 9
and communication with the flow liquid conduit 18 relative
to a water supply circulation nozzle 24.
[0042] That is, the water supply circulation nozzle 24
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is communicated with either the water supply conduit 9
or the flow liquid conduit 18 by a switching operation of
the three-way solenoid valve 10. Further, a flow liquid
pump 19 is disposed on the other end side of the flow
liquid conduit 18.
[0043] A circulation port 56 arranged on the clean-
ing/disinfecting tank 4 is connected to one end of a cir-
culation conduit 20. The other end of the circulation con-
duit 20 branches into two so as to be communicated with
the other end of the flow liquid conduit 18 and one end
of a channel conduit 21. The other end of the channel
conduit 21 is communicated with respective air/water
feeding and forceps ports 13a to 13d. Further, the other
end of the channel conduit 21 is also communicated with
a forceps raising port not shown, though it is not shown.
[0044] Midway along the channel conduit 21, a channel
pump 26, a channel block 27 and a channel solenoid
valve 28 are disposed, respectively, in that order from
one end side of the channel conduit 21. The other end
of a case conduit 30 one end of which is connected to a
cleaning case 6 is connected to the channel conduit 21
between the channel block 27 and the channel solenoid
valve 28. A relief valve 36 is disposed in the case conduit
30.
[0045] A cleaning nozzle 22 is connected to one end
of the detergent conduit 39, and the other end of the
detergent conduit 39 is connected to the detergent tank
11a. A detergent pump 40 configured with a high-pres-
sure self-priming pump is disposed midway along the
detergent conduit 39 in order to lift detergent from the
detergent tank 11a to the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4.
[0046] The alcohol tank 11b is connected to one end
of the alcohol conduit 41, and the alcohol conduit 41 is
connected to the channel block 27 so as to be predeter-
minedly communicated with the channel conduit 21.
[0047] The high-pressure alcohol supplying pump 42
and a solenoid valve 43 are disposed in the alcohol con-
duit 41 in order to lift alcohol from the alcohol tank 11b
to the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4.
[0048] Further, one end of an air conduit 44 for sup-
plying air from an air pump 45 configured with a self-
priming pump capable of transferring gas is connected
to the channel block 27 so as to be predeterminedly com-
municated with the channel conduit 21.
[0049] The other end of the air conduit 44 is connected
to the air pump 45, and a check valve 47 and an air filter
46 which is periodically exchanged are disposed at mid-
way positions in the air conduit 44.
[0050] An openable/closable switching valve 57 for
draining the detergent and the like to an outside or re-
covering the disinfectant liquid to the chemical tank 58
by a switching operation of the valve is arranged in a
drain outlet 55 of the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4.
[0051] The switching valve 57 is connected to the other
end of a drain conduit 59 which is communicated with a
drain hose not shown, which is connected to an external
drain outlet, by one end being connected to the drain
hose, and a drain pump 60 is disposed on the drain con-

duit 59.
[0052] Further, the switching valve 57 is connected to
one end of a chemical recovery conduit 61, and the other
end of the chemical recovery conduit 61 is connected to
the chemical tank 58.
[0053] The chemical tank 58 is also connected to one
end of a chemical receiving section 62 so that chemical
liquid, for example, disinfectant liquid is supplied from a
chemical bottle 90 as described above. The other end of
the chemical receiving section 62 is predeterminedly con-
nected to a cassette tray 80 onto which the chemical
bottle 90 is to be accommodated.
[0054] Further, one end portion of the chemical conduit
64 with a suction filter 63 provided at one end is prede-
terminedly accommodated in the chemical tank 58. The
other end of the chemical conduit 64 is connected to a
disinfectant liquid nozzle 23, and the chemical pump 65
configured with a high-pressure pump is disposed at a
midway position in order to lift the disinfectant liquid from
the chemical tank 58 to the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4.
[0055] Note that, for example, two ultrasound trans-
ducers 52 and a heater 53 are arranged at a portion lower
than a bottom surface of the cleaning/disinfecting tank
4, as described above. Further, a temperature detection
sensor 53a is provided almost at a center of the bottom
surface of the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 to adjust tem-
perature of the heater 53.
[0056] The heater 53 is for heating the disinfectant liq-
uid which is stored in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 and
circulates in the apparatus, to a predetermined temper-
ature. Note that there is a temperature appropriate for
disinfectant liquid from which a disinfectant effect thereof
can be expected most. The disinfectant liquid heated to
the predetermined temperature, which is the appropriate
temperature, by the heater 53 can effectively disinfect
outer surfaces in the endoscope 201 and the apparatus
body 2, and each conduit.
[0057] Further, the temperature detection sensor 53a
detects a liquid temperature of the disinfectant liquid
which is stored in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 and
circulates in the apparatus, and transmits a result of the
detection to the control section 101. Then, the control
section 101 performs control of driving or stopping the
heater 53 so as to keep the disinfectant liquid at the pre-
determined temperature on a basis of the detection result
from the temperature detection sensor 53a.
[0058] Further, a power source 71 to which power is
supplied from an external AC receptacle and the control
section 101 which is electrically connected to the power
source 71 are provided inside the endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus 1. The control section 101 is
supplied with various signals from a main operation panel
7 (see Fig. 4) and the like and performs drive control of
each pump, each solenoid valve and the like described
above.
[0059] Returning to Fig. 2, the cleaning/disinfection de-
tecting section 105 is for detecting driving of the clean-
ing/disinfecting section 106 indicated by the dot-and-
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dash line in Fig. 3, and the cleaning/disinfection detecting
section 105 is configured, for example, with a water level
sensor, a pressure sensor, a temperature sensor or an-
other sensor.
[0060] More specifically, the cleaning/disinfection de-
tecting section 105 detects driving of the cleaning/disin-
fecting section 106 by detecting supply of liquid into the
cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, detecting pressure in the
various conduits described above, detecting a tempera-
ture of liquid in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, detecting
driving of the various pumps described above or the like.
[0061] The judging section 102 is connected to the ac-
commodation detecting section 103, the opening/closing
detecting section 104 and the cleaning/disinfection de-
tecting section 105. The judging section 102 judges a
case where the opening/closing detecting section 104
detects the closed state of the lid portion 3 before the
cleaning/disinfection detecting section 105 detecting
driving of the cleaning/disinfecting section 106 after the
accommodation detecting section 103 detecting that the
endoscope 201 has been accommodated in the clean-
ing/disinfecting tank 4, as a first closed state.
[0062] Further, though the judging section 102 is inte-
grally provided with the control section 101 in the present
embodiment, the judging section 102 may be separately
provided.
[0063] When the opening/closing detecting section
104 detects the opened state of the lid portion 3 before
the cleaning/disinfection detecting section 105 detecting
driving of the cleaning/disinfecting section 106 after the
judging section 102 detecting the first closed state, the
control section 101 performs control of driving the inform-
ing section 107 to issue a warning, and the control section
101 is configured, for example, with a CPU.
[0064] The informing section 107 issues a warning.
The informing section 107 warns the operator that the lid
portion 3 has been opened before driving of the clean-
ing/disinfecting section 106 after the first closed state,
for example, by a warning sound, a warning display using
the main operation panel 7 or the like, a light, a smell or
the like.
[0065] Next, a process for cleaning/disinfecting the en-
doscope 201 using the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting
apparatus 1 of Fig. 1 will be simply described with use
of Fig. 5. Fig. 5 is a flowchart schematically showing the
endoscope cleaning/disinfecting process using the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of Fig. 1.
[0066] As shown in Fig. 5, the operator first opens the
lid portion 3 by performing an operation of stepping the
pedal switch 2p at step S 1.
[0067] Next, at step S2, by causing the connector por-
tion 201d of the endoscope 201 which has been used to
be brought near to the accommodation detecting section
103, the accommodation detecting section 103 is caused
to read the RF-ID of the connector portion 201d if the
accommodation detecting section 103 is configured with
an RF-ID reader. After that, the endoscope 201 is ac-
commodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 as shown

in Fig. 4 described above, and the respective air/water
feeding and forceps ports 13a to 13d provided on the
cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 and a tube extending from a
water leakage detection port not shown are connected
to pipe sleeves not shown which are provided on the
operation portion 201b and the connector portion 201d
to set the endoscope 201.
[0068] After that, at step S3, the lid portion 3 is closed
by a manual operation. At this time, the closed state of
the lid portion 3 is detected by the opening/closing de-
tecting section 104, and the lid portion 3 is judged to be
in the first closed state by the judging section 102. Note
that, since the lid portion 3 is not locked at this point of
time, it is possible to open the lid portion 3 again. That
is, the operator can take out the endoscope 201 which
has not been cleaned/disinfected, from the cleaning/dis-
infecting tank 4. This is because there may be a case
where the lid portion 3 is opened again after being closed
to adjust an arrangement position of the endoscope 201
in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 again.
[0069] Next, at step S4, a cleaning/disinfecting proc-
ess start button 7s provided on the main operation panel
7 is pressed on. Note that the lid portion 3 is locked after
the cleaning/disinfecting process start button 7s is
pressed on, and, until after the cleaning/disinfecting proc-
ess ends at step S6, it does not happen that the lock is
released.
[0070] That is, after the cleaning/disinfecting process
starts at step S5, the operator cannot take out the endo-
scope 201 from the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 until after
the end at step S6, unless the power source of the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 is forcedly
turned off.
[0071] As a result, the known cleaning/disinfecting
process for cleaning/disinfecting the endoscope 201 in
the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 starts at step S5, and the
cleaning/disinfecting process ends at step S6 after a pre-
determined time period elapses. Note that the lock of the
lid portion 3 is released after the cleaning/disinfecting
process ends.
[0072] After that, at step S7, the operator opens the lid
portion 3 by performing a stepping operation of the pedal
switch 2p and takes out the endoscope 201 which has
been cleaned/disinfected from the cleaning/disinfecting
tank 4.
[0073] Next, an operation of controlling the warning
section 100 by the control section 101 of Fig. 2 will be
described with use of Fig. 6. Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing
controlling operation for the warning section by the con-
trol section of Fig. 2.
[0074] As shown in Fig. 6, first, in a standby state at
step S20 where the accommodation detecting section
103 can detect the endoscope 201, it is judged at step
S21 whether the endoscope 201 has been accommodat-
ed in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 or not, with use of
the accommodation detecting section 103, that is, wheth-
er the accommodation detecting section 103 has detect-
ed the endoscope 201 or not.
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[0075] More specifically, if the accommodation detect-
ing section 103 is configured with an RF-ID reader, it is
judged whether the endoscope 201 has been accommo-
dated or not by whether or not an RF-ID has been read
by the connector portion 201d being brought near to the
accommodation detecting section 103 by the operator.
[0076] If the endoscope 201 is detected, it is judged at
step S22 whether the lid portion 3 has been closed or
not by the opening/closing detecting section 104.
[0077] If the lid portion 3 has been closed, it is judged
at step S23 whether or not the cleaning/disinfecting sec-
tion 106 has been driven with use of the cleaning/disin-
fection detecting section 105. If the cleaning/disinfecting
section 106 has been driven, the process branches to
step S5, where the cleaning/disinfecting process de-
scribed above is started. If the cleaning/disinfecting sec-
tion 106 has not been driven, the process transitions to
step S24, where it is judged by the judging section 102
that the lid portion 3 is in the first closed state. After that,
the process transitions to step S25.
[0078] At step S25, it is judged by the control section
101 whether the opened state of the lid portion 3 has
been detected by the opening/closing detecting section
104 or not. If the lid portion 3 is still in the closed state,
the process returns to step S23. If the opened state is
detected, the informing section 107 is driven to issue a
warning, and the operator is warned that the lid portion
3 has been opened by an operation of stepping the pedal
switch 2p being performed before driving of the clean-
ing/disinfecting section 106 after the first closed state, at
step S26 lastly.
[0079] Thus, in the present embodiment, it is shown
that, when it is detected that the endoscope 201 is ac-
commodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, and the
opened state of the lid portion 3 is detected by the open-
ing/closing detecting section 104 before driving of the
cleaning/disinfecting section 106, after the first closed
state being detected by the judging section 102 before
driving of the cleaning/disinfecting section 106, the con-
trol section 101 drives the informing section 107 to issue
a warning.
[0080] Thus, when, before the cleaning/disinfecting
process is started, the lid portion 3 is opened to take out
the endoscope 201 in a state that the endoscope 201 is
accommodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, a
warning is necessarily issued. Therefore, it is possible to
cause the operator to easily recognize that the endo-
scope he/she is going to take out from the cleaning/dis-
infecting tank 4 has not been cleaned/disinfected.
[0081] Further, since it is possible to issue a warning
using a configuration of an existing endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus, increase in manufacturing
cost is not caused.
[0082] From the above, it is possible to provide the
endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 provided
with a configuration capable of preventing the endoscope
201 which has not been cleaned/disinfected from being
taken out from the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 by the

operator.
[0083] Note that a variation will be shown below with
use of Fig. 7. Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing a variation of
controlling operation for the warning section by the con-
trol section of Fig. 2 in a case where the endoscope is
detected again in a predetermined time period after a
warning step of Fig. 6.
[0084] In the embodiment described above, it is shown
that, when the lid portion 3 is opened before driving of
the cleaning/disinfecting section 106 after the first closed
state being judged by the judging section 102, the inform-
ing section 107 issues a warning.
[0085] However, there may be a case where, before
the cleaning/disinfecting process start button 7s is
pressed on at step S4 after the lid portion 3 being closed
at step S3 of Fig. 5, the lid portion 3 is opened again to
adjust the arrangement position of the endoscope 201 in
the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 again as described
above.
[0086] At this time, when the lid portion 3 is opened, a
warning is issued. After that, when the endoscope 201
is reset in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4, and the lid
portion 3 is closed, the warning is continuously issued.
Therefore, there is a problem that usability is bad for the
operator.
[0087] Therefore, after a warning is issued from the
informing section 107 at step S26 when the lid portion 3
is opened for reset at step S25 before the cleaning/dis-
infecting process start button 7s being pressed on, after
the judgment of the first closed state at step S24 of Fig.
6, the control section 101 may transition to step S28 and
perform control of stopping the warning if the closed state
of the lid portion 3 is detected within a predetermined
time period at step S27 or may perform control of con-
tinuing the warning at step S29 if it is not possible to
detect the closed state of the lid portion 3 within the pre-
determined time period, as shown in Fig. 7.
[0088] Thus, since, if the operator opens the lid portion
3, resets the endoscope 201 in the cleaning/disinfecting
tank 4 and closes the lid portion 3, the warning is stopped,
it becomes easy to perform the work of resetting the en-
doscope 201. Further, since the warning is continued un-
less the lid portion 3 is closed, it is possible to prevent
an endoscope which has not been cleaned/disinfected
from being taken out or used.
[0089] Further, another variation will be shown below
with use of Fig. 8. Fig. 8 is a flowchart showing a variation
of controlling operation for the warning section by the
control section of Fig. 2 in a case where a set time period
elapses after a first closed state judging step of Fig. 6.
[0090] If a time period until the cleaning/disinfection
detecting section 105 detecting driving of the clean-
ing/disinfecting section 106 after the judging section 102
judging the first closed state exceeds a set time period,
the control section 101 may perform drive control of the
informing section 107.
[0091] More specifically, as shown in Fig. 8, at step
S31 to which the process transitions after the first closed
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state judgment by the judging section 102 at step S24,
the control section 101 judges whether the set time period
until driving of the cleaning/disinfecting section 106 at
step S23 performed by the cleaning/disinfecting process
start button 7s being pressed on has elapsed or not. Note
that the set time period may be arbitrarily changeable by
the operator.
[0092] Furthermore, if the set time period has elapsed,
the control section 101 transitions to step S32 and issues
a warning by driving the informing section 107.
[0093] Thus, when the operator accommodates the
endoscope 201 which has been used in the cleaning/dis-
infecting tank 4, and leaves the endoscope 201 as it is
after closing the lid portion 3, forgetting to press the clean-
ing/disinfecting process start button 7s, a warning is is-
sued from the informing section 107. Therefore, the op-
erator can easily recognize that he/she forgot to press
the cleaning/disinfecting process start button 7s.
[0094] That is, it is possible to prevent it from happen-
ing that it is forgotten to press the cleaning/disinfecting
process start button 7s, the endoscope 201 which has
not been cleaned/disinfected is left as it is in the clean-
ing/disinfecting tank 4 for a long time period, and the en-
doscope 201 which has not been cleaned/disinfected is
taken out by another operator.
[0095] Note that other advantages are similar to those
of the present embodiment described above.

(Second Embodiment)

[0096] Fig. 9 is a block diagram schematically showing
a warning section in an apparatus body of an endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of the present embodi-
ment. Fig. 10 is a flowchart showing controlling operation
for a warning section by a control section of Fig. 9.
[0097] In comparison with the endoscope cleaning/dis-
infecting apparatus of the first embodiment described
above, the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of
the second embodiment is different in a point that the
accommodation detecting section and the judging sec-
tion are not provided and in a point that the control section
performs drive control of an informing section if a lid por-
tion is in an opened state.
[0098] Therefore, description will be made only on the
different points, and components similar to those of the
first embodiment are given same reference numerals,
and description thereof will be omitted.
[0099] In the first embodiment described above, it is
shown that the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting appara-
tus 1 has the accommodation detecting section 103 and
the judging section 102; and, if it is detected by the ac-
commodation detecting section 103 that the endoscope
201 is accommodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank
4, and it is detected by the opening/closing detecting sec-
tion 104 that the lid portion 3 is opened before driving of
the cleaning/disinfecting section 106 in the first state
judged by the judging section 102 by the closed state of
the lid portion 3 being detected by the opening/closing

detecting section 104, the control section 101 drives the
informing section 107 to issue a warning.
[0100] This is not limiting. The control section 101 may
drive the informing section 107 to issue a warning when-
ever the opening/closing detecting section 104 detects
the opened state of the lid portion 3.
[0101] More specifically, as shown in Fig. 9, the warn-
ing section 100 may be configured only with the control
section 101, and the opening/closing detecting section
104 and the informing section 107 each of which is con-
nected to the control section 101.
[0102] Further, as shown in Fig. 10, the control section
101 may detect the opened state of the lid portion 3 using
the opening/closing detecting section 104 at step S40 in
a state that the opening/closing detecting section 104
detects the closed state of the lid portion 3 at step S39,
and, if the opened state of the lid portion 3 is detected,
issue a warning sound or a warning display to warn the
operator that the lid portion 3 has been opened by driving
the informing section 107 at step S41 lastly.
[0103] According to such a configuration, a warning is
issued if the opened state of the lid portion 3 is detected
irrespective of whether the endoscope 201 is accommo-
dated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank 4 or not. Therefore,
since the operator necessarily has to open the lid portion
3 in order to take out the endoscope 201 which has not
been cleaned/disinfected, from the cleaning/disinfecting
tank 4, it is possible to prevent the endoscope 201 which
has not been cleaned/disinfected from being taken out.
[0104] Note that other components and advantages
are similar to those of the first embodiment described
above.

Claims

1. An endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus (1)
comprising:

a cleaning/disinfecting tank (4) in which an en-
doscope (201) is accommodated;
a lid portion (3) openable/closable relative to the
cleaning/disinfecting tank;
an accommodation detecting section (103) de-
tecting that the endoscope is accommodated in
the cleaning/disinfecting tank;
an opening/closing detecting section (104) de-
tecting an opened state and a closed state of
the lid portion (3) relative to the cleaning/disin-
fecting tank;
a cleaning/disinfecting section for performing
cleaning/disinfection of the endoscope (201) in
the cleaning/disinfecting tank;
a cleaning/disinfection detecting section (105)
detecting driving of the cleaning/disinfecting
section;
an informing section issuing a warning;
a judging section (102) connected to the accom-
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modation detecting section (103), the open-
ing/closing detecting section and the clean-
ing/disinfection detecting section, the judging
section (102) detecting a first closed state (S24),
when the accommodation detection section
(103) detects that the endoscope (201) is ac-
commodated in the cleaning/disinfecting tank
(S21) and the opening/closing detecting section
detects the closed state of the lid portion (S22)
and before the cleaning/disinfection detecting
section detects driving of the cleaning/disinfect-
ing section (S23); and
a control section (101) connected to at least the
opening/closing detecting section, the clean-
ing/disinfection detecting section, the informing
section and the judging section, characterised
in that the control section is configured to per-
form control of driving the informing section to
issue a warning (S26) after the judging section
has detected the first closed state and the open-
ing/closing detecting section detects a further
opened state of the lid portion before the clean-
ing/disinfection detecting section detects driving
of the cleaning/disinfecting section (S25).

2. The endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein the control section per-
forms drive control of the informing section if a time
period until the cleaning/disinfection detecting sec-
tion detects driving of the cleaning/disinfecting sec-
tion after the judging section judges the first closed
state exceeds a set time period.

Patentansprüche

1. Endoskopreinigungs-/Endoskopdesinfektionsvor-
richtung (1), die umfasst:

einen Reinigungs-/Desinfektionsbehälter (4), in
dem ein Endoskop (201) aufgenommen ist;
einen Deckelabschnitt (3), der in Bezug auf den
Reinigungs-/Desinfektionsbehälter öffen-
bar/schließbar ist;
einen Aufnahmedetektionsabschnitt (103), der
detektiert, dass das Endoskop im Reini-
gungs-/Desinfektionsbehälter aufgenommen
ist;
einen Öffnen/Schließen-Detektionsabschnitt
(104), der einen geöffneten Zustand und einen
geschlossenen Zustand des Deckelabschnitts
(3) in Bezug auf den Reinigungs-/Desinfektions-
behälter detektiert;
einen Reinigungs-/Desinfektionsabschnitt zum
Durchführen einer Reinigung/Desinfektion des
Endoskops (201) im Reinigungs-/Desinfekti-
onsbehälter;
einen Reinigung/Desinfektion-Detektionsab-

schnitt (105) zum Detektieren eines Betreibens
des Reinigungs-/Desinfektionsabschnitts;
einen Informationsabschnitt, der eine Warnung
ausgibt;
einen Beurteilungsabschnitt (102), der mit dem
Aufnahmedetektionsabschnitt (103), dem Öff-
nen/Schließen-Detektionsabschnitt und dem
Reinigung/Desinfektion-Detektionsabschnitt
verbunden ist, wobei der Beurteilungsabschnitt
(102) einen ersten geschlossenen Zustand de-
tektiert (S24), wenn der Aufnahmedetektions-
abschnitt (103) detektiert, dass das Endoskop
(201) im Reinigungs-/Desinfektionsbehälter
aufgenommen ist (S21), und der Öffnen/Schlie-
ßen-Detektionsabschnitt den geschlossenen
Zustand des Deckelabschnitts detektiert (S22)
und bevor der Reinigung/Desinfektion-Detekti-
onsabschnitt das Betreiben des Reini-
gungs-/Desinfektionsabschnitts detektiert
(S23); und
einen Steuerabschnitt (101), der mit zumindest
dem Öffnen/Schließen-Detektionsabschnitt,
dem Reinigung/Desinfektion-Detektionsab-
schnitt, dem Informationsabschnitt und dem Be-
urteilungsabschnitt verbunden ist, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass der Steuerabschnitt so
konfiguriert ist, dass er das Betreiben des Infor-
mationsabschnitt so steuert, dass dieser eine
Warnung ausgibt (S26), nachdem der Beurtei-
lungsabschnitt den ersten geschlossenen Zu-
stand detektiert hat und der Öffnen/Schließen-
Detektionsabschnitt einen weiteren geöffneten
Zustand des Deckelabschnitts detektiert, bevor
der Reinigung/Desinfektion-Detektionsab-
schnitt das Betreiben des Reinigungs-/Desin-
fektionsabschnitt detektiert (S25).

2. Endoskopreinigungs-/Endoskopdesinfektionsvor-
richtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Steuersystem
das Betreiben des Informationsabschnitts steuert,
wenn ein Zeitraum, bis der Reinigung/Desinfektion-
Detektionsabschnitt das Betreiben des Reini-
gungs-/Desinfektionsabschnitts detektiert, nach-
dem der Beurteilungsabschnitt den ersten geschlos-
senen Zustand beurteilt hat, einen festgelegten Zeit-
raum überschreitet.

Revendications

1. Appareil de lavage/désinfection d’un endoscope (1)
comprenant :

un réservoir de lavage/désinfection (4) dans le-
quel un endoscope (201) est reçu ;
une partie couvercle (3) apte à être ouverte/fer-
mée par rapport au réservoir de
lavage/désinfection ;
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une section de détection de réception (103) dé-
tectant que l’endoscope est reçu dans le réser-
voir de lavage/désinfection ;
une section de détection d’ouverture/fermeture
(104) détectant un état ouvert et un état fermé
de la partie couvercle (3) par rapport au réservoir
de lavage/désinfection ;
une section de lavage/désinfection pour effec-
tuer un lavage/une désinfection de l’endoscope
(201) dans le réservoir de lavage/désinfection ;
une section de détection de lavage/désinfection
(105) détectant l’entraînement de la section de
lavage/désinfection ;
une section de notification émettant une alerte ;
une section de jugement (102) reliée à la section
de détection de réception (103), à la section de
détection d’ouverture/fermeture et à la section
de détection de lavage/désinfection, la section
de jugement (102) détectant un premier état fer-
mé (S24), lorsque la section de détection de ré-
ception (103) détecte que l’endoscope (201) est
reçu dans le réservoir de lavage/désinfection
(S21) et la section de détection d’ouverture/fer-
meture détecte l’état fermé de la partie couver-
cle (S22) et avant que la section de détection
de lavage/désinfection détecte l’entraînement
de la section de lavage/désinfection (S23) ;
une section de commande (101) reliée au moins
à la section de détection d’ouverture/fermeture,
à la section de détection de lavage/désinfection,
à la section de notification et à la section de ju-
gement, caractérisé par le fait que la section
de commande est configurée pour effectuer une
commande de l’entraînement de la section de
notification pour émettre une alerte (S26) après
que la section de jugement a détecté le premier
état fermé et la section de détection d’ouvertu-
re/fermeture détecte un état ouvert ultérieur de
la partie couvercle avant que la section de dé-
tection de lavage/désinfection détecte l’entraî-
nement de la section de lavage/désinfection
(S25).

2. Appareil de lavage/désinfection d’un endoscope se-
lon la revendication 1, dans lequel la section de com-
mande effectue une commande d’entraînement de
la section de notification si une période de temps
jusqu’à ce que la section de détection de lavage/dé-
sinfection détecte un entraînement de la section de
lavage/désinfection après que la section de juge-
ment juge le premier état fermé dépasse une période
de temps définie.
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