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Description

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

[0001] This disclosure relates to wireless communication systems and more particularly to multiple input, multiple
output (MIMO) communications.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Modem communication systems rely upon multiple antennas at the transmitter and/or receiver to enhance link
performance. This class of techniques, known as multiple input, multiple output (MIMO) exploits the spatial dimension
by employing spatial encoding and/or decoding. Massive MIMO is an exciting theoretical area of 5G wireless that promises
significant gains that offer the ability to accommodate more users, at higher data rates, with better reliability, while
consuming less power. Conventional MIMO base stations typically use six or eight antennas in a sectorized topology,
but massive MIMO base stations utilize more than eight antennas (and sometimes as many as 128, 256, or more) while
massive MIMO user equipment devices (UEs) may typically utilize around eight antennas. Using the larger number of
antenna elements, massive MIMO reduces power in a given channel by focusing the energy to targeted mobile users
using precoding techniques. By directing the wireless energy to specific users, the power in channel is reduced and, at
the same time, interference to other users is decreased.
[0003] The introduction of so many antenna elements, however, introduces several system challenges not encountered
in conventional networks. For example, conventional data networks may use LTE or LTE-Advanced, which in turn use
the pilot tones in an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) waveform to estimate the channel condition.
With many antennas and transmitters, a massive MIMO system, may essentially run out of unique pilot tones for a
receiver to effectively detect and resolve channel conditions. Further, processing and synchronization requirements for
massive MIMO may be difficult to meet using conventional systems.
[0004] Therefore both test systems for prototyping different MIMO techniques and approaches and production MIMO
systems configured to utilize these techniques are desired.
[0005] EP 2 577 798 A1 discloses an active antenna array for a mobile communications network. The active antenna
array comprises a base band unit, a plurality of transceiver units terminated by at least one antenna element and at
least one link. The link couples the individual ones of the plurality of transceiver units to the base band unit. The link is
a digital link and is adapted to relay a payload signal at a selectable pay load rate. The digital link is further adapted to
relay a timing signal at a fixed timing rate, when the timing signal is embedded in the payload at a selectable payload rate.
[0006] Document "CPRI Specification V6.0; Common Public Radio Interface (CPRI); Interface Specification", 30 August
2013, is a publicly available specification for the key internal interface of radio base stations between the Radio Equipment
Control (REC) and the Radio Equipment (RE).
[0007] EP 2 234 442 A2 discloses a radio base station apparatus that connects a radio control device and plural radio
devices to each other through plural links and transmits and receives data by using a frame, synchronization means
calculates a difference between a first reference counter and a second reference counter from first and second trans-
mission values and first and second reception values and corrects a count value of the second reference counter based
on the difference so as to make the count value of the second reference counter coincide with a count value of the first
reference counter.

SUMMARY

[0008] Techniques are disclosed relating to massive MIMO communications.
[0009] In some embodiments, a base station includes a plurality of antennas, a plurality of processing elements coupled
to the plurality of antennas and configured to perform processing for wireless communications via the plurality of antennas,
and an interconnect configured to couple the plurality of processing elements. In these embodiments, the base station
is configured to combine signals received by multiple antennas. In these embodiments, for at least a subset of the
processing elements, each processing element is configured to operate on a different portion of the combined signals,
where each portion includes signals from multiple antennas.
[0010] In some embodiments, a large antenna count system includes a master device, a plurality of slave radios
communicatively coupled to the master device and to respective antennas in the large antenna clock system, and a
clock and trigger distribution system, coupled to the master device and the plurality of slave radios. In these embodiments,
each slave includes a local clock and the clock and trigger distribution system comprises a hierarchy of clock and trigger
distribution modules. In these embodiments, the plurality of slave radios are configured to establish and maintain a fixed
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relationship between a reference clock and their respective local clocks, where the reference clock is distributed via the
clock and trigger distribution system. In these embodiments, the master device and the plurality of slave radios are
configured to generate and align respective common periodic time reference signals that have a lower frequency than
the respective local clocks. In these embodiments, the master device is configured to transmit, based on an edge of its
common periodic time reference signal, a trigger signal via the clock and trigger distribution system to the plurality of
slave radios. In these embodiments, the plurality of slave radios are configured to perform an action based on the trigger
at a subsequent edge of their common periodic time reference signals. In some embodiments the master device is
configured similarly to the slave devices, at least in the sense that it also includes a local clock, is configured to establish
and maintain a fixed relationship between a reference clock and its local clock, and is configured to perform an action
based on the trigger at the subsequent edge of its common period time reference signal.
[0011] In some embodiments, an apparatus includes a plurality of antennas, a plurality of radios configured to perform
wireless communication with one or more mobile devices, and one or more processing elements coupled to the plurality
of radios. In these embodiments, the apparatus is configured to receive an uplink pilot symbol from a mobile device over
a first channel, receive uplink data from the mobile device over the first channel, where the uplink data is included in
one or more orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) symbols at a symbol rate, determine channel information
based on the pilot symbol, precode downlink data based on the channel information, and transmit, via one or more of
the plurality of antennas, the precoded downlink data to the mobile device. In these embodiments, a transition interval
between receiving the uplink pilot symbol and beginning to transmit the precoded downlink data corresponds to less
than five OFDM symbols at the symbol rate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012]

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating MIMO communications in a wireless propagation environment, according to
some embodiments.
Fig. 2 is a block diagram illustrating exemplary send and receive processing chains for reciprocity-based MIMO,
according to some embodiments.
Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a portion of an exemplary massive MIMO system configured to distribute
processing, according to some embodiments.
Fig. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary software radio peripheral, according to some embodiments.
Fig. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware system configured to implement a massive MIMO base station,
according to some embodiments.
Fig. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for MIMO processing according to some embodiments.
Fig. 7 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of a clock and trigger distribution network for synchronization,
according to some embodiments.
Figs. 8A-9A are timing diagrams illustrating exemplary synchronization techniques according to some embodiments.
Figs. 9B-9D are block diagrams illustrating exemplary synchronization topologies, according to some embodiments.
Fig. 10 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for synchronization of radio circuitry, according to some embodiments.
Fig. 11 is a diagram illustrating exemplary LTE TDD frame configurations, according to some embodiments.
Fig. 12 is a diagram illustrating an exemplary frame structure for reciprocity-based massive MIMO communications,
according to some embodiments.
Fig. 13 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for using disclosed frame structures, according to some embodiments.

[0013] This specification includes references to "one embodiment" or "an embodiment." The appearances of the
phrases "in one embodiment" or "in an embodiment" do not necessarily refer to the same embodiment. Particular features,
structures, or characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner consistent with this disclosure.
[0014] Various units, circuits, or other components may be described or claimed as "configured to" perform a task or
tasks. In such contexts, "configured to" is used to connote structure by indicating that the units/circuits/components
include structure (e.g., circuitry) that performs the task or tasks during operation. As such, the unit/circuit/component
can be said to be configured to perform the task even when the specified unit/circuit/component is not currently operational
(e.g., is not on). The units/circuits/components used with the "configured to" language include hardware-for example,
circuits, memory storing program instructions executable to implement the operation, etc.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] This disclosure initially describes, with reference to Figs. 1-2, an overview of exemplary multiple-input multiple-
output (MIMO) communications and processing. Generally, MIMO technology may exploit multipath propagation to
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increase radio capacity, performance, and/or range using multiple transmit and receive antennas. Exemplary massive
MIMO systems are then discussed with reference to Figs. 3-6. Exemplary synchronization techniques for MIMO systems
are discussed with reference to Figs. 7-10. Exemplary frame structures to facilitate utilization of channel reciprocity are
discussed with reference to Figs. 11-13. In some embodiments, a massive MIMO system is configured as a versatile,
flexible, and scalable massive MIMO platform for real-time, two-way communication. The disclosed systems and tech-
niques may be used in a production environment and/or in test environments.

Acronyms

[0016] The following acronyms are used in the present disclosure.

3GPP: Third Generation Partnership Project
3GPP2: Third Generation Partnership Project 2
BER: Bit Error Rate
CDMA: Code Division Multiple Access
CPTR: Common Periodic Time Reference
DDR: Double Data Rate
DL: Downlink
EVM: Error Vector Magnitude
FFT: Fast Fourier Transform
FPGA: Field Programmable Gate Array
GSM: Global System for Mobile Communications
LTE: Long Term Evolution
MIMO: Multiple Input Multiple Output
MRT: Maximum Radio Transmission
OFDM: Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing
PER: Packet Error Rate
PCIe: Peripheral Component Interconnect Express
PLMN: Public Land Mobile Network
PXIe: PCI extensions for Instrumentation Express
RAT: Radio Access Technology
RF: Radio Frequency
RX: Receive
SDR: Software Defined Radio
SRP: Software Radio Peripheral
TX: Transmit
UE: User Equipment
UL: Uplink
UMTS: Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
WCDMA: Wideband Code Division Multiple Access
ZF: Zero Forcing

Terms

[0017] The following is a glossary of terms used in the present application:

Memory Medium - Any of various types of memory devices or storage devices. The term "memory medium" is
intended to include an installation medium, e.g., a CD-ROM, floppy disks, or tape device; a computer system memory
or random access memory such as DRAM, DDR RAM, SRAM, EDO RAM, Rambus RAM, etc.; a non-volatile memory
such as a Flash, magnetic media, e.g., a hard drive, or optical storage; registers, or other similar types of memory
elements, etc. The memory medium may include other types of memory as well or combinations thereof. In addition,
the memory medium may be located in a first computer system in which the programs are executed, or may be
located in a second different computer system which connects to the first computer system over a network, such
as the Internet. In the latter instance, the second computer system may provide program instructions to the first
computer for execution. The term "memory medium" may include two or more memory mediums which may reside
in different locations, e.g., in different computer systems that are connected over a network. The memory medium
may store program instructions (e.g., embodied as computer programs) that may be executed by one or more
processors.
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Carrier Medium - a memory medium as described above, as well as a physical transmission medium, such as a
bus, network, and/or other physical transmission medium that conveys signals such as electrical, electromagnetic,
or digital signals.
Computer System - any of various types of computing or processing systems, including a personal computer
system (PC), mainframe computer system, workstation, network appliance, Internet appliance, personal digital
assistant (PDA), personal communication device, smart phone, television system, grid computing system, or other
device or combinations of devices. In general, the term "computer system" can be broadly defined to encompass
any device (or combination of devices) having at least one processor that executes instructions from a memory
medium.
User Equipment (UE) (or "UE Device") - any of various types of computer systems devices which are mobile or
portable and which performs wireless communications. Examples of UE devices include mobile telephones or smart
phones (e.g., iPhone™, Android™-based phones), portable gaming devices (e.g., Nintendo DS™, PlayStation
Portable™, Gameboy Advance™, iPhone™), laptops, PDAs, portable Internet devices, music players, data storage
devices, other handheld devices, as well as wearable devices such as wrist-watches, headphones, pendants, ear-
pieces, etc. In general, the term "UE" or "UE device" can be broadly defined to encompass any electronic, computing,
and/or telecommunications device (or combination of devices) which is easily transported by a user and capable of
wireless communication.
Base Station - The term "Base Station" has the full breadth of its ordinary meaning, and at least includes a wireless
communication station installed at a fixed location and used to communicate as part of a wireless telephone system
or radio system.
Processing Element - refers to various elements or combinations of elements. Processing elements include, for
example, circuits such as an ASIC (Application Specific Integrated Circuit), portions or circuits of individual processor
cores, entire processor cores, individual processors, programmable hardware devices such as a field programmable
gate array (FPGA), and/or larger portions of systems that include multiple processors.
Automatically - refers to an action or operation performed by a computer system (e.g., software executed by the
computer system) or device (e.g., circuitry, programmable hardware elements, ASICs, etc.), without user input
directly specifying or performing the action or operation. Thus the term "automatically" is in contrast to an operation
being manually performed or specified by the user, where the user provides input to directly perform the operation.
An automatic procedure may be initiated by input provided by the user, but the subsequent actions that are performed
"automatically" are not specified by the user, i.e., are not performed "manually", where the user specifies each action
to perform. For example, a user filling out an electronic form by selecting each field and providing input specifying
information (e.g., by typing information, selecting check boxes, radio selections, etc.) is filling out the form manually,
even though the computer system must update the form in response to the user actions. The form may be auto-
matically filled out by the computer system where the computer system (e.g., software executing on the computer
system) analyzes the fields of the form and fills in the form without any user input specifying the answers to the
fields. As indicated above, the user may invoke the automatic filling of the form, but is not involved in the actual
filling of the form (e.g., the user is not manually specifying answers to fields but rather they are being automatically
completed). The present specification provides various examples of operations being automatically performed in
response to actions the user has taken.

MIMO Example and Theory

[0018] Fig. 1 shows an exemplary MIMO system 100 that includes base station 102 and M mobile devices 106A-M
(which may also be referred to as user equipment devices or UEs 106AM). In the illustrated embodiment, base station
102 includes N antennas configured to transmit and receive data with mobile devices 106 using time-division duplexing
(TDD). In other embodiments, other transmission techniques may be used including frequency-division duplexing (FDD),
for example.
[0019] In system 100, mobile devices 106 may concurrently communicate with base station 102 via wireless propa-
gation environment. The paths taken by different signals may vary among the mobile devices, e.g., based on their
location in the environment. Therefore, using MIMO techniques to precode signals transmitted by the base station, for
example, may greatly improve overall radio capacity, performance, and/or range. Thus, base station 102 may allocate
multiple antennas (e.g., as many as ten or more in some massive MIMO systems) to a given mobile device 10. To
configure allocation, in some embodiments, mobile devices may concurrently transmit a known pattern to the base
station in a particular time or frequency slot. Base station 102 may compare the pattern across a number of antennas
to determine the unique channel characteristics to each spatially diverse path for the different UEs. Subsequently, the
base station may apply the inverse of channel characteristic parameters as a form of precoding, such that each mobile
device 106 receives its intended messages.
[0020] In some embodiments, base station 102 is configured to exploit the reciprocity of the channel between base
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station 102 and a given mobile device 106 by using uplink channel conditions (for communications from one or more of
the mobile devices 106 to the base station 102) to configure downlink transmissions (from the base station 102 to at
least one of the mobile devices 106). Received downlink and uplink signals, y and z, may be modeled as: 

where d and u represent transmitted downlink and uplink signals respectively, H represents a complex-valued downlink
channel matrix of M x N dimensions, G represents a complex-valued uplink channel matrix of N x M dimensions, and x
and v represent additive noise that is independent on each signal path.
[0021] If the transition from uplink to downlink is sufficiently fast (e.g., within the channel coherence time), G approaches
the conjugate transpose of H, H*. This concept is referred to as channel reciprocity. Techniques for facilitating performance
of the transition from uplink to downlink within the coherence time are discussed below with reference to Figs. 11-13.
[0022] Various options are available for precoding the downlink signal (d). For example, linear precoding may generate
d as: 

Where F is a downlink precoder applied to signals xN intended for each of N users of mobile devices 106. Typically, the
precoder is formed using channel estimates. Common precoders include zero forcing (ZF) and minimum mean squared
error (MMSE). In some massive MIMO embodiments with a large number of antennas, the columns of H may become
nearly orthogonal and maximum ratio transmission (MRT) precoding may be applied. This may simplify precoding while
maintaining a maximum sum rate relative to other precoding methods. In various embodiments, however, any of various
appropriate precoding techniques may be implemented.
[0023] Speaking generally, MIMO techniques may increase capacity, performance, and/or range of wireless commu-
nications. Although various embodiments are discussed herein in the context of cellular communications, these embod-
iments are not intended to limit the scope of the present disclosure. Rather, the disclosed techniques may be used in
various wireless communication contexts, such as WIFI, for example.
[0024] Fig. 2 shows exemplary send and receive chains for reciprocity-based MIMO for two antennas, which may be
included in MIMO base station 102, for example. In the illustrated embodiment, analog-to-digital (A/D) converters 212A-
N demodulate and digitize received uplink signals from RF. Down-samplers 214A-N down-sample the digital samples
to a desired sampling rate, e.g., that is some fraction of the A/D sampling rate. Subsequently, units 216A-N, 218A-N,
220A-N, and 222A-N perform OFDM signal processing, including removing the cyclic prefix (CP), performing a Fast
Fourier Transform (FFT) after serial-to-parallel conversion, removing guard subcarriers, and de-allocating uplink data
and pilots to the resource map. Base station 102 may then pass pilot and data symbols for all N receive chains to channel
estimator 250.
[0025] Channel estimates generated by channel estimator 250, in the illustrated embodiment, are used by MIMO
decoder 240 to decode M uplink data streams and by MIMO precoder 260 to precode M downlink data streams.
[0026] The precoded downlink data streams, in the illustrated embodiment, are then processed by units 224A-N, 226A-
N, 228A-N, and 230A-N, including resource mapping, adding guard symbols, serial-to parallel conversion, performing
an inverse FFT, and adding the cyclic prefix. Subsequently, units 232A-N up-convert the data from the baseband rate
and digital to analog converters (D/As) 234A-N convert the result for transmission via the antennas.
[0027] Various disclosed techniques address challenges when adding a large number of receive and transmit chains
to a system, as in massive MIMO. In some embodiments, software defined radios are used to implement a massive
MIMO system that is configurable, modular, meets I/O requirements for distributed processing, and supports real-time
processing for large numbers of antennas.

Exemplary Massive MIMO System

[0028] Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a subsystem of one embodiment of a massive MIMO system 300. System
300 may be included in base station 102, for example. In some embodiments, system 300 is configured to perform at
least a portion of the processing described above with reference to Fig. 2 in a distributed manner. In the illustrated
embodiment, the subsystem includes front-end TX/RX units 302A-N, antenna combiner 310, antenna splitter 315, band-
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width splitter 320, bandwidth combiner 325, channel estimator 330, MIMO detector 340, and MIMO precoder 345. In
the illustrated embodiment, link quality evaluator 350 and data source 360 are included in a central control unit that is
shared among multiple subsystems (as indicated by the vertical dashed lines, delineating units included in the central
controller, according to this embodiment).
[0029] Other subsystems of system 300 (not shown), in the illustrated embodiment, include additional MIMO detectors,
MIMO precoders, bandwidth splitters, and bandwidth combiners. For example, in an embodiment in which the subsystem
of Fig. 3 includes eight TX/RXs 302 and the system includes six subsystems, 96 antennas may be used. MIMO processing,
in the illustrated embodiment, is distributed among various processing elements. This may allow baseband processing
to be partitioned across multiple FPGAs, for example. This may facilitate scaling of massive MIMO systems far beyond
what a single centralized processing unit could achieve for real-time baseband processing.
[0030] TX/RX units 302A-N, in some embodiments, are included in software defined radio modules, which may also
include processing elements configured or configurable to perform the functionality of various other units shown in Fig.
3. For example, TX/RX 302A and antenna combiner 310 may be implemented by the same SDR element. An exemplary
embodiment of a peripheral configured to implement an SDR is discussed in further detail below with reference to Fig. 4.
[0031] For uplink symbols, as previously discussed with reference to Fig. 2, each TX/RX 302 may be configured to
digitize the received RF signals, perform analog front-end calibration and time/frequency synchronization, remove the
cyclic prefix (CP), and perform FFT OFDM demodulation and guard-band removal. This may result in frequency domain
pilot and unequalized data symbol vectors, which is provided to antenna combiner 310 in the illustrated embodiment.
Note that, at this point, the OFDM symbols may contain the superposition of transmitted signals by all users. For downlink
symbols, each TX/RX 302 may be configured to perform ODFM processing as described above with reference to Fig.
2 for signals received from antenna splitter 315.
[0032] In one embodiment, antenna combiner 310, bandwidth, splitter 320, MIMO precoder 345, bandwidth combiner
325, and antenna splitter 315 are each located on a different SDR element that also implements one of TX/RXs 302. In
one embodiment, channel estimator 330 and MIMO detector 340 are located on another SDR element that also imple-
ments one of TX/RXs 302. In various embodiments, the various elements of Fig. 3 may be partitioned among various
hardware elements configured to perform the disclosed functionality. The hardware elements may be programmable
and/or include dedicated circuitry.
[0033] Antenna combiner 310, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to receive the yet unequalized OFDM
symbols from each TX/RX 302 and combines them into a signal sent to bandwidth splitter 320. This combines the signals
from up to N antennas in the subsystem. Combining this information before further processing may allow the system to
stay within throughput constraints and may reduce the number of peer-to-peer connections between SDRs, for example.
In some embodiments, the number of antennas for which signals are combined by each antenna combiner 310 is
dynamically configurable.
[0034] Bandwidth splitter 320, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to split the received signals into separate
bandwidth portions and send the portions to MIMO detectors in different subsystems. Thus, in the illustrated embodiment,
processing is distributed across different processing elements that each process data for a different frequency band.
Each bandwidth portion may include one or more subcarriers and the portions may or may not be nonoverlapping. In
some embodiments, the number of bandwidth portions and the size of each portion is configurable, e.g., based on the
number of antennas, current number of users in communication, etc. In other embodiments, processing may be distributed
among processing elements across different time slices in addition to and/or in place of splitting by frequency. In some
embodiments, bandwidth splitter 320 is replaced with a time-slice splitter. Post-FTT subcarrier processing in OFDM may
be inherently independent, allowing subsequent processing to be performed in parallel by different processing elements.
[0035] In the illustrated embodiment, the output of TX/RX 302B is provided directly to bandwidth splitter 320 and an
output of bandwidth combiner 325 is provided directly to TX/RX 302D. In other embodiments, these outputs may be
provided to antenna combiner 310 and antenna splitter 315 similarly to the other signals. In embodiments in which TX/RX
302B and bandwidth splitter 320 share the same SDR element and TX/RX 302D and bandwidth combiner 325 share
the same SDR element, however, the illustrated coupling may conserve I/O resources.
[0036] MIMO detector 340, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to use an estimated channel matrix (e.g., based
on uplink pilot symbols) to cancel interference and detect frequency-domain symbols from each mobile device 106. As
shown, in some embodiments MIMO detector 340 is configured to process signals in a given bandwidth from multiple
subsystems of system 300. In the illustrated embodiment, MIMO detector 340 is configured to send the detected signals
to channel estimator 330 and to link quality evaluator 350 (included in a central controller in some embodiments) for
further processing.
[0037] Channel estimator 330, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to perform channel estimation for its fre-
quency portion for a number of mobile devices, e.g., to produce soft-bits (also referred to as log-likelihood ratios (LLRs))
and provide them to link quality evaluator 350 (coupling not shown). In some embodiments, multiple decoders are
implemented, including a turbo decoder, for example.
[0038] For downlink symbols, data source 360, in test system embodiments, is configured to generate test data, which
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may be pseudo-random or may be explicitly specified for a particular test. In these embodiments, data source 360 may
be located in a central control unit. In production systems, data source 360 may provide data from various networks to
be transmitted to mobile devices 106.
[0039] MIMO precoder 345, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to receive downlink data from data source
360 and precode the data based on channel estimates (e.g., estimated reciprocity calibration weights) from channel
estimator 330. In some embodiments, the MIMO precoders in system 300 are configured to perform precoding on
different frequency portions of the downlink data. In some embodiments (not shown), the MIMO precoders in system
300 are configured to perform precoding on different time portions of the downlink data.
[0040] Exemplary precoders, according to some embodiments, include maximum radio transmission (MRT) and zero
forcing (ZF) precoders. In other embodiments, any of various appropriate precoding techniques may be implemented.
Depending on the precoding technique implemented, varying amounts of processing for the precoding may be performed
by at a central controller or distributed among MIMO precoders 345.
[0041] Bandwidth combiner 325, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to combine signals at different bandwidths
from multiple MIMO precoders and send the data to antenna splitter 315. This may result in a complete set of precoded
data for transmission from the separately processed bandwidth portions. In other embodiments, bandwidth combiner
325 is configured to combine data corresponding to separately-processed time slices in place of or in addition to combining
separately-processed frequency portions.
[0042] Antenna splitter 315, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to split the received signal and provide the
split signal to TX/RXs 302 for OFDM processing and transmission to mobile devices 106. The set of antennas to which
antenna splitter 315 is configured to provide signals is dynamically configurable, in some embodiments (e.g., the number
of antennas and/or the particular antennas in the set). Thus, in some embodiments, the set of processing elements
configured to perform distributed processing for particular antennas and/or users is dynamically configurable.
[0043] Link quality evaluator 350, in the illustrated embodiment, is included in a central control unit and is configured
to measure link quality using one or more of various metrics such as bit error rate (BER), error vector magnitude (EVM),
and/or packet-error rate (PER).
[0044] In various embodiments, system 300 is highly configurable, e.g., based on user input and/or current operating
conditions. In some embodiments, various disclosed configuration operations are performed automatically. In some
embodiments, the number of processing elements used at a given time to perform distributed processing for a set of
users or a set of antennas is configurable. In some embodiments, the number of antennas used to communicate with
each UE is configurable and/or dynamically determined. In some embodiments, the processing elements configured to
perform different functionality described above is configurable. For example, the antenna combiner function may be
moved from one FPGA to another FPGA or performed by multiple FPGAs. In some embodiments, the routing of data
between processing elements is configurable, e.g., to avoid malfunctioning antennas and/or processing elements. In
various embodiments, system 300 is configured to adjust these configurable aspects dynamically based on current
operating conditions. In some embodiments, system 300 incudes a large number of antennas, e.g., more than 8. In
some embodiments, for example, system 300 includes 16, 32, 64, 100, 128, 256, or more antennas. In some embodi-
ments, components of system 300 are modular such that the number of antennas may be increased by adding additional
components.
[0045] In some embodiments, a software library is provided with system 300 and is configured with example test
scenarios for configuring system 300. In some embodiments, a graphical programming language such as Lab VIEW is
used to configure programmable hardware devices in system 300. Thus, various functionality described herein may be
configured using a graphical programming interface.
[0046] Exemplary high-level system parameters, according to some embodiments, include a system bandwidth of 20
MHz, a carrier frequency of 3.7 GHz, a sampling rate of 30.72 MS/s, and FFT size of 2048, 1200 used subcarriers, a
0.5 ms slot time, a 1 ms subframe time, a 10 ms frame time, and 100 antennas. These parameters are exemplary only
and are not intended to limit the scope of the present disclosure. In some embodiments, the parameters are user
configurable and/or are dynamically configurable by the system itself.
[0047] In the illustrated embodiment, bandwidth splitter 320 is configured to separate and provide bandwidth portions
of the incoming signals from multiple antennas in order to distribute processing load. In other embodiments, the incoming
signals maybe split in other dimensions in addition to and/or in place of the frequency dimension. Processing for downlink
signals may be similarly distributed. Thus, in various embodiments, the disclosed system is highly configurable and
provides high-performance distributed processing to meet real-time performance requirements for massive MIMO sys-
tems.

Exemplary Software Defined Radios

[0048] Fig. 4 shows one embodiment of a software radio peripheral 400. The National Instruments® Universal Software
Radio Peripheral (USRP) is one exemplary embodiment of a software radio peripheral 400. In some embodiments, a
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software radio peripheral 400 is configured to implement one or more of TX/RXs 302 and one or more of antenna
combiner 310, bandwidth splitter 320, channel estimator 330, MIMO detector 340, MIMO precoder 345, bandwidth
combiner 325, and antenna splitter 315 of Fig. 3. In some embodiments, multiple software radio peripherals 400 are
coupled via one or more interconnects to implement a massive MIMO base station.
[0049] Software radio peripheral 400, in the illustrated embodiment, includes radio frequency transceivers RF0 412A
and RF1 412B, ADCs 414A-B, DACs 416A-B, memory 420, field-programmable gate array (FPGA) 430, timing and
clock distribution unit 440, and GPS-disciplined clock 435.
[0050] RF transceivers RF0 412A and RF1 412B, in the illustrated embodiment, are configured to send and receive
transmissions to one or more mobile devices 106 via one or more antennas. In one embodiment, each transceiver is
configured to utilize up to 40 MHz of radio frequency bandwidth at center frequencies of 1.2-6 GHz and is configured to
transmit with up to 15 decibel-milliwatts (dBm).
[0051] ADCs 414A-B and DACs 416A-B may be configured similarly to A/D 212A-N and D/A 234A-N as described
above with reference to Fig. 2. In some embodiments, these elements are respectively configured to convert received
analog data to digital form and received digital information to analog form for wireless transmission.
[0052] FPGA 430, in some embodiments, is a programmable hardware element configured to and/or configurable to
perform various radio processing functionality. In some embodiments, FPGA 430 is configured to perform various MIMO
processing described above with reference to Fig. 3. For example, FPGA 430 may be configured to perform one or more
of OFDM front-end processing (e.g., as discussed with reference to units 214, 216, 218, 220, 222, 224, 226, 228, 230,
and 232 of Fig. 2), antenna combining, bandwidth splitting, MIMO detection, channel estimation, MIMO precoding,
bandwidth combining, antenna splitting, etc. In the illustrated embodiment, FPGA 430 is coupled to ADCs 414A-B and
DACs 416A-B, a digital I/O port, and a Peripheral Component Interconnect Express (PCIe) connection. In some em-
bodiments, software radio peripheral 400 is coupled to other software radio peripherals and/or a central control unit via
PCIe (or any of various other appropriate couplings).
[0053] With reference to various operations disclosed herein, a program may described as capable of causing or
configuring a computing system to perform various operations. This encompasses both instructions that are executable
by the computing system to cause the system to perform the operation(s) and instructions that are usable to configure
the computing system (e.g., by configuring FPGA 430) such that it is capable of performing the operation(s) (note that
the latter type of instructions may not be executed, but may be used to configure programmable circuitry, for example,
which is then configured to perform the operation(s)).
[0054] In other embodiments, FPGA 430 may be replaced or supplemented with any of various appropriate processing
elements. Inclusion of a programmable hardware element in software radio peripheral 400 in some embodiments,
however, may increase configurability and flexibility of the system. In test systems, for example, test engineers may
modify the configuration of FPGA 430 to develop and test different MIMO software radio processing techniques. In
production systems, programmable hardware elements may facilitate system reconfiguration and/or updates in various
contexts.
[0055] Memory 420, in some embodiments, is configured to facilitate programming of FPGA 430 and/or storing of
values (e.g., sampled and processed uplink signals) during processing operations by FPGA 430. Memory 420 may
include multiple different storage elements or a single storage element and may be implemented using various different
memory technologies as appropriate.
[0056] Timing and clock distribution unit 440, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to receive information from
GPS-disciplined clock 435, a reference signal input "ref in," and/or a trigger input signal. In the illustrated embodiment,
unit 440 is also configured to provide a reference output signal "ref out" and a trigger output signal. In some embodiments,
described in further detail below with reference to Figs. 7-10, one or more of these signals may be used to synchronize
sampling and/or other operations by multiple software radio peripherals.
[0057] GPS-disciplined clock 435, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to receive global positioning system
(GPS) signals and generate a clock signal for timing and clock distribution unit 440 that is disciplined to a GPS time.
GPS is provided as one example of a reference clock, but in other embodiments, any of various appropriate reference
clocks may be used, including clocks generated by satellite navigation systems other than GPS, etc. In some embodi-
ments, the reference signal input may be configured to receive a reference clock signal and the GPS-disciplined clock
435 is omitted, disabled, or ignored.
[0058] Software radio peripheral 400 is provided as one example of a hardware module configured or configurable to
implement a portion of the functionality of system 300. In other embodiments, other processing elements such as a
central processing unit or a non-FPGA programmable hardware element in addition to or in place of an FPGA may be
used to perform similar operations. Further, although unit 400 is referred to as a "software" radio peripheral 400 in
disclosed embodiments, it may also be a hardwired radio peripheral configured to perform similar functionality. In some
embodiments, software radio peripheral 400 is a plug-in module or card configured to be inserted into a chassis (such
as a PCIe chassis for example) for communication with other modules. In other embodiments, processing elements
configured to perform similar functionality may be integrated or coupled into a massive MIMO system using other tech-
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niques.
[0059] Software radio peripheral 400 is provided as one example of a hardware module configured to implement
functionality of system 300. In other embodiments, other processing elements such as processors or other programmable
hardware elements in addition to or in place of an FPGA may be used to perform similar operations. Further, although
unit 400 is referred to as a "software" radio peripheral 400 in disclosed embodiments, it may also be a hardwired radio
peripheral configured to perform similar functionality. In some embodiments, software radio peripheral 400 is a plug-in
module or card configured to be inserted into a chassis (such as a PCIe chassis for example) for communication with
other modules. In other embodiments, processing elements configured to perform similar functionality may be integrated
or coupled into a massive MIMO system using other techniques.

Exemplary System Interfaces

[0060] In some embodiments, the disclosed massive MIMO system performs within practical hardware I/O limits while
providing a low-latency path for time-critical processing. In some embodiments, the critical signal path is from receipt of
OFDM symbols through channel estimation, MIMO precoding, and OFDM transmission. This path may be especially
important for reciprocity-based MIMO. In some embodiments, this path includes RX front-end delay, CP removal, FFT,
guard subcarrier removal, channel estimation, precoder calculation, guard subcarrier interleave, IFFT, CP addition, and
TX front-end delay. Additional sources of latency may include overhead in data routing, packing, unpacking, and hops
across the PCIe backplane. In disclosed embodiments this latency is reduced by using efficient routing mechanisms
over a high speed communication bus (such as PCIe, for example). Further, a high degree of pipelining (which may be
enabled by packing data antennas-first) and the disclosed combining data from multiple antennas and then splitting it
based on bandwidth before distributing the data for processing, as shown in Fig. 3, allows the number of antennas and
the overall system bandwidth to be scaled upwards almost indefinitely. Pipelining, in various embodiments, may allow
different sets of data (e.g., data sampled from the antennas at different times) to reside in different processing stages.
For example, one FPGA may perform bandwidth splitting, then pass the data on to another FPGA for MIMO detection
before splitting a subsequent set of data, in a pipelined fashion. Referring back to Fig. 3, various units may be configured
to operate in a pipelined and distributed manner.
[0061] Fig. 5 shows one embodiment of a system 500 that includes hardware configured to implement a massive
MIMO base station. In the illustrated embodiment, system 500 includes clock module(s) 510, chassis 520A-N, SRPs
400A-Q, and central controller 530.
[0062] Clock module(s) 510 are configured to distribute clock and/or trigger signals, in some embodiments, e.g., to
the reference and/or trigger terminals of each SRP. An exemplary clock/trigger distribution system is described below
with reference to Fig. 7.
[0063] In one embodiment, each SRP 400 is included in or coupled to a chassis 520 and is configured to handle up
to 800 MB/s bidirectional via a PCI eXtensions for Instrumentation Express (PXIe) backplane. In other embodiments,
any of various appropriate backplane protocols may be implemented.
[0064] Chassis 520, in the illustrated embodiment, are configured to include or couple to multiple SRPs 400 via PCIe
connections. In some embodiments, each chassis 520 includes one or more switches configured to route communica-
tions. In one embodiment, each chassis 520 includes two switches. Each switch may be configured to stream up to 3.2
GB/s of bidirectional traffic for each slot in the chassis, with a total of 12 GB/s shared between devices on the switch,
for example. In the illustrated embodiment, the chassis 520 are coupled via a PCIe daisy chain connection. In some
embodiments, daisy chain connections in a star configurations may be used to build higher channel-count systems. In
one embodiment, the daisy-chain cables between chassis are configured to stream up to 5.6 GB/s unidirectional or 2.8
GB/s bidirectional. In other embodiments, any of various appropriate communications protocols may be implemented.
The bandwidths discussed above are exemplary only, and are not intended to limit the scope of the present disclosure.
They illustrate, however, that the disclosed distributed processing results in a scalable system configured to operate
within bandwidth constraints of various components.
[0065] Central controller 530, in some embodiments, is configured to implement the functionality of link quality evaluator
350 and data source 360. In some embodiments, central controller 530 provides a user interface for radio configuration,
deployment of FPGA configuration code, system visualization etc. In some embodiments, central controller 530 is con-
figured to source and sink user data, e.g., with other networks with as the Internet. In some embodiments, central
controller 350 is configured to measure link quality using metrics such as bit error rate (BER), packet error rate (PER),
and/or error vector magnitude (EVM), for example.
[0066] In one embodiment, five types of FPGA images are used to configure the SRPs 400 of system 500. In this
embodiment, the first type is OFDM TX/RX only, used to implement one or more front-end TX/RXs 302. In some em-
bodiments, this type may be allocated among available processing elements after allocation of the four other types. In
this embodiment, the second type is OFDM TX/RX with antenna combiner and bandwidth splitter. In some embodiments,
this type is spread evenly across chassis segments, e.g., with one per PXI switch segment. In one embodiments, each
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FPGA of this type is associated, at least initially, with sixteen antennas. In these embodiments, the third type is OFDM
TX/RX with MIMO detector. In some embodiments, the MIMO detector may output channel estimates and/or LLR outputs.
In these embodiments, the fourth type is OFDM TX/RX with MIMO precoder, which may output precoded data bits. In
these embodiments, the fifth type is OFDM TX/RX with bandwidth combiner and antenna splitter, which may distributed
similarly to the second type, as discussed above. In other embodiments, processing may be distributed among various
types of processing elements (e.g., in addition to and/or in place of FPGAs) using any of various appropriate distributions.
[0067] Fig. 6 shows a flow diagram illustrating one exemplary embodiment of a method 600 for massive MIMO process-
ing. The method shown in Fig. 6 may be used in conjunction with any of the computer systems, devices, elements, or
components disclosed herein, among other devices. In various embodiments, some of the method elements shown may
be performed concurrently, in a different order than shown, or may be omitted. Additional method elements may also
be performed as desired. Flow begins at 610.
[0068] At 610, wireless signals are received via a plurality of antennas. For example, the illustrated subsystem of Fig.
3 may receive wireless signals via the 2N antennas coupled to TX/RXs 302A-N. In some embodiments the signals are
OFDM signals, but in other embodiments, other modulation schemes may be implemented.
[0069] At 620, the received signals are combined. In some embodiments, antenna combiner 310 is configured to
combine the signals. The signals combined may be from all antennas in a given massive MIMO system or for a portion
of the antennas in a massive MIMO system (e.g., for the subsystem shown in Fig. 3 or for a portion thereof). The combined
signals may include information from multiple different users.
[0070] At 630, different portions of the combined signals are provided to different processing elements. In some
embodiments, the different portions are mutually exclusive (e.g., the information provided to a given processing element
is not provided to other processing elements). In other embodiments, there may be some overlap between the information
provided to the different processing elements. In some embodiments, bandwidth splitter 320 is configured to provide
frequency portions of the combined signals to different software radio peripherals 400. In some embodiments, one or
more processing elements are configured to split the combined signals into different time slices and provide the time
slices to different software radio peripherals 400. In some embodiments, the combined signals are split in both the time
and frequency dimension to further distribute processing.
[0071] At 640, signals are transmitted via the plurality of antennas. In the illustrated embodiment, the signals are
generated based on processing of the portions of the combined signals by the plurality of processing elements. For
example, the processing may generate channel information used to precode the transmitted signals for massive MIMO
communications. The distributed nature of the processing may allow system 300 to operate in real time and provide
reciprocity-based precoding before the channel changes significantly.
[0072] In some embodiments, each processing element is configured to operate on a different frequency portion of
signals received by multiple antennas. In some embodiments, each processing element is configured to operate on a
different time portions of signal received by multiple antennas. In some embodiments, the number of processing elements
in the subset is dynamically configurable based on current communication conditions. In some embodiments, the oper-
ating includes detecting one or more uplink pilot symbols and generated channel information based on the pilot symbols.
In some embodiments, similar techniques are used for distributed processing for precoding downlink data then combining
the different portions for transmission via multiple antennas.
[0073] Further, the disclosed techniques may facilitate dynamic configurability of the massive MIMO base station. For
example, if elements of system 300 are malfunctioning or otherwise unavailable, system 300 is configured, in some
embodiments, to alter the set of software radio peripherals assigned to a given set of antennas to route around the
unavailable elements. In some embodiments, the number of processing elements assigned to a given set of antennas
at a given time is also configurable. For example, the size of the bandwidth and/or time portions processed by each
processing element is also configurable, in some embodiments. Further, the number of antennas used for a given user
device may also be dynamically configurable. Various dynamic configuration may be performed by system 300 in re-
sponse to current operations conditions, e.g., power conditions, the state of the wireless communication environment,
number of user devices in communication, etc.

Exemplary Synchronization System

[0074] Fig. 7 shows a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of a clock and trigger distribution system 700. In the
illustrated embodiment, system 700 includes clock modules 710A-N which are configured to provide clock and trigger
signals to SRPs 400A-N. In the illustrated embodiment the SRPs 400 include a master SRP 400A and multiple slave
SRPs 400B-N. In some embodiments, low skew buffering circuitry and matched-length transmission cables are used to
reduce skew between the reference clock inputs and trigger inputs at each SRP. In some embodiments of system 700,
reference clock skew is less than 100 picoseconds and trigger skew is less than 1.5 nanoseconds.
[0075] Clock modules 710, in the illustrated embodiment, are arranged in a hierarchical tree structure with clock module
710A at the root. Each clock module 710, in the illustrated embodiment, is configured to receive or generate a clock
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signal and a trigger signal and provide the clock signal and the trigger signal to multiple other elements. This configuration
may allow the system 700 to be scaled to synchronize massive MIMO systems with various numbers of SRPs 400.
Although two levels are shown in the illustrated embodiments, in other embodiments, the hierarchical structure may
include greater or smaller numbers of levels of clock modules (e.g., 1, 3, 4, etc.).
[0076] Master SRP 400A, in the illustrated embodiment, may trigger a sample (e.g., of uplink data) by asserting the
trigger line to clock module 710A. The trigger may propagate through clock modules 710A to each SRP 400, which may
perform various operations such as sampling based on the trigger. In the illustrated embodiment, the master device also
receives the trigger. In the illustrated embodiment, the master device is an SRP, but in other embodiments the master
device may be any appropriate processing element such as the central controller 530, etc.
[0077] Figs. 8A-9 illustrate exemplary timing diagrams for synchronizing an event across multiple devices according
to some embodiments. Fig. 8A shows the reference clock 810 and a sampling clock 820 of one of the SRPs. In the
illustrated example, a fixed relationship has been established with a reference clock 810. In the illustrated example,
sampling clock 820 has been phase locked to the reference clock 810. As shown, the reference clock has a lower
frequency than the sampling clock. In the illustrated embodiment, sampling clock 820 is also disciplined to a particular
frequency (a particular number of edges per reference clock edge). In some embodiments, timing and clock distribution
unit 440 includes a phase-locked loop and/or other circuitry configured to discipline an internal sampling clock to a
reference clock. In some embodiments, reference clock 810 is provided to the "ref in" input of each SRP 400.
[0078] Fig. 8B-8C show alignment of common periodic time reference (CPTR) signals across multiple devices. In
some embodiments, each SRP 400 is configured to generate an internal CPTR and slave SRPs 400B-400N are configured
to align their CPTRs (e.g., to the CPTR of master SRP 400A or to some other point). Assuming that each device has
locked its sampling clock to the same reference clock, alignment of the CPTRs may ensure that the CPTRs occur at the
same sampling clock edge across all devices. In some embodiments, the CPTR is a 10 MHz signal. In the illustrated
embodiment, the CPTR is high for one sample clock cycle and then low for the remainder of its period. In other embod-
iments, any of various appropriate waveforms may be used for CPTRs. In some embodiments, the CPTR period is
configurable. In various embodiments, the CPTR period is configured to be longer than propagation delay in a synchro-
nization system such as system 700.
[0079] In some embodiments, to synchronize the CPTRs to the same sampling clock edge, a finer granularity clock
is needed than the sampling clock 820. In some embodiments, one or more of SRPs 400 are configured to utilize a clock
signal at twice the frequency of sampling clock 820 and double data rate (DDR) flip flop circuitry to determine how many
edges of sampling clock 820 to move each device’s CPTR in order to align the CPTRs to the same sampling clock edge.
In some embodiments, a start pulse is sent to each device and each device is configured to measure the difference
between receipt of the start pulse and its CPTR. In some embodiments, this information is sent to central controller 530
or one of the SRPs 400, which is configured to determine how far each CPTR should be moved for alignment. This
information is then sent back to the respective SRPs and used to move their respective CPTRs. As shown in Figs. 8B-
8C, two devices A and B with CPTRs 830 and 840 occurring at different times are aligned in Fig. 8C, in this example by
moving the CPTR of device A two sampling clock edges.
[0080] Fig. 9A shows an exemplary use of CPTRs to synchronize an event. In the illustrated embodiment, devices A
and B have disciplined their sampling clocks based on a reference clock and aligned their CPTRs. A trigger signal 950
is received (e.g., at the master device) and transmitted to the synchronization system (e.g., to clock module 710A and
throughout the tree) on the next CPTR edge (CPTR 970). Based on the trigger, each device is configured to perform
an operation (e.g., a sampling operation) on the subsequent CPTR 980 (illustrated by the synchronized trigger 960). In
some embodiments, the triggering device is configured to record the delay between receiving the trigger and transmitting
the trigger signal and/or the delay between receiving the trigger and the synchronized trigger. In some embodiments,
the latter delay is between one and two CPTR periods. In embodiments in which the CPTR is longer than the propagation
delay, this may ensure that all the synchronized devices can perform the event on the same sampling clock edge, even
in systems in which the devices would not have received the trigger signal 950 on the same sampling clock edge. Said
another way, slowing down the rate at which triggers are evaluated (using the CPTR, which is slower than the sampling
clocks), repeatability is improved at the expense of some trigger latency. The illustrated synchronization may be performed
across multiple processing elements, e.g., multiple SRPs or FPGAs.
[0081] Although Fig. 7 shows a hierarchical structure, the disclosed techniques may be implemented in various different
synchronization network topologies. Fig. 9B shows an exemplary star network in which the master SRP 400A is configured
to transmit trigger signals to each slave (and to itself in some embodiments). Speaking generally, system 700 is one
example of a star network with a hierarchical set of clock modules 710 used to transmit the triggers to the slave SRPs
400B-N. Fig. 9C shows an exemplary bus topology in which the master SRP 400A is configured to transmit trigger
signals to each slave (and to itself in some embodiments) via a bus. Fig. 9D shows an exemplary ring topology in which
a trigger from the master SRP 400A is forwarded along a ring of slave SRPs 400B-N (e.g., via the trigger out ports shown
in Fig. 4). In some embodiments, the reference clock signal is also distributed via the ring topology. In still other embod-
iments, various other network topologies such as daisy chain couplings may be implemented.
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[0082] In some embodiments, similar techniques are used for time-based synchronization. For example, each SRP
400 may be configured to maintain a local time and to reset or update the local time based on a trigger signal from a
master device. In some embodiments, a pulse-per-second (PPS) signal is transmitted to each SRP 400 and a command
is issued to each radio to set a common time on the next edge of the PPS signal, to establish a common time. The
shared time may be set to an arbitrary time or a reference time, e.g., a coordinated universal time (UTC) queried from
a GPS. Using time-based synchronization, commands may be issued to the SRPs 400 to perform future actions at a
particular time. In some applications, trigger-based synchronization may be preferable to time-based synchronization,
e.g., because of greater calibration time for time-based synchronization and latency in loading a future event, which may
render immediate triggering events difficult to accomplish.
[0083] Fig. 10 shows a flow diagram illustrating one exemplary embodiment of a method 1000 for synchronization of
radio circuitry. The method shown in Fig. 10 may be used in conjunction with any of the computer systems, devices,
elements, or components disclosed herein, among other devices. In various embodiments, some of the method elements
shown may be performed concurrently, in a different order than shown, or may be omitted. Additional method elements
may also be performed as desired. Flow begins at 1010.
[0084] At 1010, a fixed relationship is established between a reference clock and slave radios’ respective local clocks.
The fixed relationship may be a frequency and/or phase relationship. In some embodiments, the reference clock is at a
lower frequency than the local clocks. In some embodiments the reference clock is transmitted via a clock and trigger
distribution network. In some embodiments the clock and trigger distribution network is a hierarchical tree.
[0085] At 1020, a master device and the slave radios generate and align respective common periodic time reference
signals (CPTRs) that have a lower frequency than the respective local clocks. In some embodiments, the master device
is also a radio and is configured or specified as a master device rather than a slave device. In some embodiments,
assignment of one of the radios to be the master device is configurable by a user and/or by the system (e.g., based on
current operating conditions). In some embodiments, each device is configured to measure a number of local clock
edges (or a number of edges of a derivation of the local clock, e.g., a 2x or greater clock) from a start signal and provide
the measured information to central controller 530 and/or to the master device. In some embodiments, the master device
is configured to instruct each device how many clock cycles to move its respective CPTR to achieve alignment.
[0086] At 1030 the master device transmits, based on an edge of its common periodic time reference signal, a trigger
signal. In this embodiment, rather than immediately forwarding a received or determined trigger, the master device is
configured to wait until its next CPTR edge to send the trigger. This may ensure that all devices can trigger on the same
CPTR edge, e.g., by giving a full CPTR period for the trigger signal from the master to propagate. Otherwise, if the
master were to send a trigger signal just before a CPTR edge, different slave devices might receive the signal in different
CPTR periods, e.g., based on slightly different propagation delays, etc. In some embodiments, the master device transmits
the trigger signal via the clock and trigger distribution network.
[0087] At 1040, the slave radios perform an action based on the trigger at a subsequent edge (subsequent to the edge
on which the master device sends the trigger signal) of their respective CPTRs. In this embodiment, because the CPTRs
are aligned, the action is synchronized. In some embodiments, the action is a sampling action for signals in a massive
MIMO base station.
[0088] In some embodiments, the master device is configured to receive or generate a trigger indication and wait until
the edge of its CPTR to transmit the trigger signal. In some embodiments, the action is a sampling action. In some
embodiments, the fixed relationship includes discipline to a particular frequency and/or a phase lock. In some embodi-
ments, the reference clock has a lower frequency than the local clocks. In some embodiments, a period of the CPTRs
is configured to be greater than a propagation delay of the clock and trigger distribution system.

Exemplary Frame Structures

[0089] In some embodiments, the disclosed system is configured to utilize conventional signaling (e.g., 3GPP LTE
signaling). In other embodiments, the LTE frame structure is modified or a different frame structure is used to improve
massive MIMO processing, especially in the reciprocity-based systems.
[0090] Fig. 11 shows an exemplary LTE time division duplexing (TDD) frame. In the illustrated embodiment, the frame
covers ten milliseconds (ms) in the time dimension and includes ten subframes, each covering one ms. In the illustrated
embodiment, each subframe is used either for downlink (DL) data, as a guard subframe, or for uplink (UL) data. LTE
TDD defines several frame configurations, two of which are shown in Fig. 11. The guard frames may include pilot time
slots such as DwPTS and UpPTS.
[0091] In some embodiments, the LTE frame structure is problematic for reciprocity-based MIMO. Generally, to allow
for reciprocity-based MIMO the following events must occur within the coherence time of the channel: process received
samples, measure uplink channels, and precode downlink samples. In some embodiments, the turnaround time between
receiving an uplink pilot symbol to transmitting a downlink symbol is specified to be less than 0.5 ms to ensure that it is
less than the coherence-time, even for UEs that are moving relatively quickly. As shown in Fig. 11, this is not typically
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achieved using a typical LTE TDD frame, because a full 1 ms subframe is dedicated to UL or DL data.
[0092] Fig. 12 shows an exemplary data frame according to some embodiments. In the illustrated embodiment, each
frame covers ten ms and includes ten subframes which each cover one ms in the time dimension. In contrast to the LTE
frame of Fig. 10, however, in the illustrated embodiment each subframe (and each slot) includes both uplink and downlink
data, as well as a switch guard symbol. In the illustrated embodiment, each slot (corresponding to half of a subframe)
includes 7 OFDM symbols, one of which is used for an uplink pilot symbol, two of which are used for uplink data, two of
which are used for downlink data, and two of which are used as guard symbols for switching between uplink and downlink.
In the illustrated embodiment, the uplink pilot symbol and switch guard periods each consist of a single OFDM symbol.
[0093] In some embodiments, uplink pilot symbols are sequentially interleaved in the frequency dimension for users
in the system. For example, each user’s pilot data may be distributed across multiple separate subcarrier chunks. In
some embodiments, pre-coded pilot information is also inserted into DL OFDM symbols to allow for compensation of
RF chain responses.
[0094] In some embodiments, each frame starts with a down-link broadcasting subframe to set up initial network
synchronization (e.g., for mobile devices 106 to synchronize carrier and/or sampling frequency with the base station).
In some embodiments, the remaining nine subframes are used for UL and DL data transmission.
[0095] In various embodiments, different frame sizes, subframe sizes, number of OFDM symbols per slot, etc. may
be implemented. In various embodiments, the turnaround time between receiving an uplink pilot symbol and transmitting
the last downlink data that is encoded based on the uplink pilot symbol is less than 0.5 ms. In some embodiments, the
turnaround time between receiving an uplink pilot symbol and transmitting the last downlink data that is encoded based
on the uplink pilot symbol is less than the coherence time of the channel, which may vary over time, e.g., based on
movement of source or receiver.
[0096] As used herein, the "coherence time" of a channel quantifies the similarity of the channel response at different
times and refers to a time interval over which the impulse response to the channel is considered to be not varying.
Coherence time is inversely proportional to doppler spread and is often estimated using the equation 0.423 times the
maximum doppler frequency (e.g., as determined based on movement of the source and/or receiver). For example, the
maximum doppler frequency of a transmitter moving directly towards a receiver is the frequency of the carrier wave
times the velocity of movement divided by the speed of light.
[0097] Thus, in some embodiments, frame structures with short turnaround between uplink pilot receipt and downlink
data transmission allow reciprocity to be used reliably even for fast-moving mobile devices 106. As discussed above,
the distributed processing techniques disclosed herein may provide a short critical path for signals and processing
needed to meet such a short turnaround time.
[0098] Further, the disclosed time dimension duplexing (TDD) techniques may be advantageous relative to frequency
division duplexing (FDD) techniques because FDD systems may run out of unique pilot tones for a receiver to effectively
resolve channel conditions, given the large number of antennas.
[0099] Fig. 13 shows a flow diagram illustrating one exemplary embodiment of a method 1300 for synchronization of
radio circuitry. The method shown in Fig. 13 may be used in conjunction with any of the computer systems, devices,
elements, or components disclosed herein, among other devices. In various embodiments, some of the method elements
shown may be performed concurrently, in a different order than shown, or may be omitted. Additional method elements
may also be performed as desired. Flow begins at 1310.
[0100] At 1310 an uplink pilot symbol is received from a mobile device over a first channel. In some embodiments pilot
symbols are allocated to users in an interleaved manner. In some embodiments the first channel is a wireless channel.
[0101] At 1320 uplink data is received from the mobile device over the first channel. In this embodiment, the uplink
data is included in one or more orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM) symbols.
[0102] At 1330 channel information is determined based on the pilot symbol. In some embodiments, MIMO detector
340, channel estimator 330, and/or link quality evaluator 350 are configured to determine this information within a single
OFDM symbol, allowing greater time to performing downlink processing. In some embodiments, pilot information in a
given OFDM symbol is processed by multiple MIMO detectors and/or channel estimators 330 in system 340. Thus, in
some embodiments, pilot information for a given user is processed by multiple different processing elements.
[0103] At 1340 downlink data is precoded based on the channel information. In some embodiments, multiple MIMO
precoders 345 are configured to perform this encoding and transmit their frequency portions to a bandwidth combiner 325.
[0104] At 1350 the precoded downlink data is transmitted to the mobile device. This transmission may be performed
within the coherence time for a receiving device, allowing reciprocity-based precoding even for fast-moving devices.
Further, it may allow precoding to be performed in the massive MIMO context with large numbers of antennas and user
devices.
[0105] In some embodiments, a guard period between reception of the uplink data and transmission of the downlink
data is only one OFDM symbol. In some embodiments, the transition time is less than one millisecond, which may be
advantageous relative to the slower turnaround time for LTE TDD frames. In some embodiments, an interval between
receiving the uplink pilot symbol and transmitting a final symbol of the precoded downlink data (the last symbol precoded
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based on the particular uplink pilot symbol), is less than a coherence time of the first channel. In some embodiments,
the short turnaround time is achieved by separately decoding and/or precoding different time and/or frequency portions
of uplink and/or downlink data and/or pilots (e.g., as discussed above with reference to Fig. 3). In some embodiments,
base station 102 is configured to transmit a signaling schedule that specifies transmission intervals for the uplink pilot
symbol, the uplink data, and the downlink data. User device may then communicate with base station 102 based on the
signaling schedule. In some embodiments, base station 102 is configured to determine the channel information based
on the pilot symbol within a time interval corresponding to a single OFDM symbol at the symbol rate.
[0106] In various embodiments, the disclosed massive MIMO system may have the following attributes: flexible software
defined radios (SDRs) for acquiring and transmitting radio frequency (RF) signals, accurate time and frequency syn-
chronization across the radio heads, high-throughput deterministic bus for moving and aggregating large amounts of
data, and high-performance processing to meet real-time performance requirements. The system may also be quickly
customized for a wide variety of operating conditions and/or research needs.
[0107] Although specific embodiments have been described above, these embodiments are not intended to limit the
scope of the present disclosure, even where only a single embodiment is described with respect to a particular feature.
Examples of features provided in the disclosure are intended to be illustrative rather than restrictive unless stated
otherwise. The above description is intended to cover such alternatives, modifications, and equivalents as would be
apparent to a person skilled in the art having the benefit of this disclosure.

Claims

1. A large antenna count (LAC) system, comprising:

a master device (400A);
a plurality of slave radios (400B-N) communicatively coupled to the master device and to respective antennas
in the large antenna count system, wherein each slave includes a local clock (820);
a clock and trigger distribution system (700), coupled to the master device and the plurality of slave radios,
wherein the clock and trigger distribution system comprises a hierarchy of clock and trigger distribution modules;
wherein the plurality of slave radios are configured to establish and maintain a fixed relationship between a
reference clock (810) and their respective local clocks, wherein the reference clock is distributed via the clock
and trigger distribution system and wherein the reference clock has a lower frequency than the local clocks;
wherein the master device and the plurality of slave radios are configured to generate and align respective
common periodic time reference signals (830, 840) that have a lower frequency than the respective local clocks;
wherein the master device is configured to transmit, based on an edge of its common periodic time reference
signal, a trigger signal (950) via the clock and trigger distribution system to the plurality of slave radios; and
wherein the plurality of slave radios are configured to perform an action based on the trigger at a subsequent
edge (980) of their common periodic time reference signals.

2. The large antenna count (LAC) system of claim 1, wherein the master device is configured to receive a trigger
indication and wait until the edge of its common periodic time reference signal to transmit the trigger signal.

3. The large antenna count (LAC) system of claim 1, wherein the action is a sampling action.

4. The large antenna count (LAC) system of claim 1, wherein the fixed relationship includes a phase lock.

5. The large antenna count (LAC) system of claim 1, wherein, to align the common periodic time reference signals,
the slave radios are each configured to measure and report a relationship between the reference signal and a
respective common periodic time reference signal.

6. The large antenna count (LAC) system of claim 5, wherein the slave radios are each configured to use a clock at
double the rate of a respective local clock and double data rate circuitry to measure and report the relationship.

7. The large antenna count (LAC) system of claim 1, wherein a period of the common periodic time reference signals
is configured to be greater than a propagation delay of the clock and trigger distribution system.

8. A method, comprising:

establishing, by a plurality of slave radios, a fixed relationship between a reference clock and respective local
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clocks, wherein the reference clock is distributed to the slave radios via a clock and trigger distribution system
and wherein the reference clock has a lower frequency than the local clocks;
a master device and the plurality of slave radios generating and aligning respective common periodic time
reference signals that have a lower frequency than the respective local clocks;
the master device transmitting, based on an edge of its common periodic time reference signal, a trigger signal
via the clock and trigger distribution system to the plurality of slave radios; and
the plurality of slave radios performing an action based on the trigger at a subsequent edge of their common
periodic time reference signals.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

the master device receiving a trigger indication prior to the edge of its common periodic time reference signal
and transmitting the trigger signal in response to the edge.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the action is a sampling action for uplink wireless data.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein the fixed relationship includes a phase lock and discipline to a particular frequency.

12. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

the slave radios each measuring and reporting a relationship between the reference signal and a respective
common periodic time reference signal.

13. The method of claim 8, wherein the measuring is performed using a clock at double a rate of the respective local clock.

14. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

configuring a period of the common periodic time reference signals to be greater than a propagation delay of
the clock and trigger distribution system.

15. A computer program product comprising instructions, wherein the instructions are executable by a computer to
perform a method in accordance with any of the claims 8-14.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein System mit hoher Antennenanzahl (LAC), aufweisend:

eine Master-Vorrichtung (400A);
eine Mehrzahl von Slave-Funkeinheiten (400B-N), die kommunikativ mit der Master-Vorrichtung und jeweiligen
Antennen in dem System mit hoher Antennenanzahl gekoppelt sind, wobei jeder Slave einen lokalen Takt (820)
aufweist;
ein Takt- und Triggerverteilungssystem (700), das mit der Master-Vorrichtung und der Mehrzahl von Slave-
Funkeinheiten gekoppelt ist, wobei das Takt- und Triggerverteilungssystem eine Hierarchie von Takt- und Trig-
gerverteilungsmodulen aufweist;
wobei die Mehrzahl von Slave-Funkeinheiten konfiguriert sind, um eine feste Beziehung zwischen einem Re-
ferenztakt (810) und ihren jeweiligen lokalen Takten herzustellen und aufrechtzuerhalten, wobei der Referenztakt
über das Takt- und Triggerverteilungssystem verteilt wird und wobei der Referenztakt eine niedrigere Frequenz
als die lokalen Takte hat;
wobei die Master-Vorrichtung und die Mehrzahl von Slave-Funkeinheiten konfiguriert sind, jeweilige gemein-
same periodische Zeitreferenzsignale (830, 840) zu erzeugen und anzugleichen, die eine niedrigere Frequenz
als die jeweiligen lokalen Takte haben;
wobei die Master-Vorrichtung so konfiguriert ist, dass sie basierend auf einer Flanke ihres gemeinsamen peri-
odischen Zeitreferenzsignals ein Triggersignal (950) über das Takt- und Triggerverteilungssystem an die Vielzahl
von Slave-Funkeinheiten überträgt; und
wobei die mehreren Slave-Funkeinheiten konfiguriert sind, um eine Aktion basierend auf dem Trigger an einer
nachfolgenden Flanke (980) ihrer gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenzsignale auszuführen.
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2. Das System mit hoher Antennenanzahl (LAC) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei die Master-Vorrichtung so konfiguriert ist,
dass sie eine Triggeranzeige empfängt und wartet, bis die Flanke ihres gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenz-
signals das Triggersignal überträgt.

3. Das System mit hoher Antennenanzahl (LAC) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei die Aktion eine Abtastaktion ist.

4. Das System mit hoher Antennenanzahl (LAC) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei die feste Beziehung eine Phasenverrie-
gelung aufweist.

5. Das System mit hoher Antennenanzahl (LAC) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei die Slave-Funkeinheiten zum Ausrichten
der gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenzsignale jeweils konfiguriert sind, um eine Beziehung zwischen dem
Referenzsignal und einem jeweiligen gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenzsignal zu messen und zu berichten.

6. Das System mit hoher Antennenanzahl (LAC) gemäß Anspruch 5, wobei die Slave-Funkeinheiten jeweils so kon-
figuriert sind, dass sie einen Takt mit der doppelten Rate eines jeweiligen lokalen Takts und einer Doppel-Datenraten-
Schaltungsanordnung verwenden, um die Beziehung zu messen und zu berichten.

7. Das System mit hoher Antennenanzahl (LAC) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei eine Periode der gemeinsamen periodi-
schen Zeitreferenzsignale so konfiguriert ist, dass sie größer ist als eine Ausbreitungsverzögerung des Takt- und
Triggerverteilungssystems.

8. Ein Verfahren, aufweisend:

Herstellen einer festen Beziehung zwischen einem Referenztakt und jeweiligen lokalen Takten durch eine
Mehrzahl von Slave-Funkeinheiten, wobei der Referenztakt über ein Takt- und Triggerverteilungssystem an
die Slave-Funkeinheiten verteilt wird und wobei der Referenztakt eine niedrigere Frequenz als die lokalen Takte
hat;
eine Master-Vorrichtung und die Mehrzahl von Slave-Funkeinheiten, die jeweilige gemeinsame periodische
Zeitreferenzsignale erzeugen und angleichen, die eine niedrigere Frequenz als die jeweiligen lokalen Takte
haben;
wobei die Master-Vorrichtung basierend auf einer Flanke ihres gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenzsignals
ein Triggersignal über das Takt- und
Triggerverteilungssystem an die Mehrzahl von Slave-Funkeinheiten überträgt; und
wobei die Mehrzahl von Slave-Funkeinheiten eine Aktion basierend auf dem Trigger an einer nachfolgenden
Flanke ihrer gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenzsignale ausführen.

9. Das Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8, ferner aufweisend:

die Master-Vorrichtung empfängt vor der Flanke ihres gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenzsignals eine
Trigger-Anzeige und überträgt als Antwort auf die Flanke das Triggersignal.

10. Das Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8, wobei die Aktion eine Abtastaktion für drahtlose Uplink-Daten ist.

11. Das Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8, wobei die feste Beziehung eine Phasenverriegelung und eine Disziplin auf eine
bestimmte Frequenz aufweist.

12. Das Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8, ferner aufweisend:

die Slave-Funkeinheit messen und berichten jeweils eine Beziehung zwischen dem Referenzsignal und einem
jeweiligen gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenzsignal.

13. Das Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8, wobei das Messen unter Verwendung eines Taktes mit einer doppelten Rate
des jeweiligen lokalen Taktes durchgeführt wird.

14. Das Verfahren gemäß Anspruch 8, ferner aufweisend:

Konfigurieren einer Periode der gemeinsamen periodischen Zeitreferenzsignale, um größer als eine Ausbrei-
tungsverzögerung des Takt- und Triggerverteilungssystems zu sein.
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15. Ein Computerprogrammprodukt aufweisend Anweisungen, wobei die Anweisungen durch einen Computer ausführ-
bar sind, um ein Verfahren gemäß einem der Ansprüche 8 bis 14 auszuführen.

Revendications

1. Un système à grand nombre d’antennes (LAC), comprenant :

un dispositif maitre (400A) ;
une pluralité de radios esclaves (400B-N) couplées de manière communicante au dispositif maitre et à des
antennes respectives du système à grand nombre d’antennes, chaque esclave comprenant une horloge locale
(820) ;
un système de distribution d’horloge et de déclencheur (700), couplé au dispositif maitre et à la pluralité de
radios esclaves, le système de distribution d’horloge et de déclencheur comprenant une hiérarchie de modules
de distribution d’horloge et de déclencheur ;
dans lequel la pluralité de radios esclaves sont configurées pour établir et entretenir une relation fixe entre une
horloge de référence (810) et leurs horloges locales respectives, l’horloge de référence étant distribuée via le
système de distribution d’horloge et de déclencheur et l’horloge de référence étant de fréquence inférieure aux
horloges locales ;
dans lequel le dispositif maitre et la pluralité de radios esclaves sont configurés pour générer et aligner des
signaux de référence temporelle périodiques communs respectifs (830, 840) qui sont de fréquence inférieure
aux horloges locales respectives ;
dans lequel le dispositif maitre est configuré pour émettre, sur la base d’un front de son signal de référence
temporelle périodique commun, un signal de déclencheur (950) via le système de distribution d’horloge et de
déclencheur vers la pluralité de radios esclaves ; et
dans lequel la pluralité de radios esclaves sont configurées pour effectuer une action basée sur le déclencheur
sur un front ultérieur (980) de leurs signaux de référence temporelle périodiques communs.

2. Le système à grand nombre d’antennes (LAC) de la revendication 1, dans lequel le dispositif maitre est configuré
pour recevoir une indication de déclencheur et attendre jusqu’au front de son signal de référence temporelle pério-
dique commun pour émettre le signal de déclencheur.

3. Le système à grand nombre d’antennes (LAC) de la revendication 1, dans lequel l’action est une action d’échan-
tillonnage.

4. Le système à grand nombre d’antennes (LAC) de la revendication 1, dans lequel la relation fixe inclut un verrouillage
de phase.

5. Le système à grand nombre d’antennes (LAC) de la revendication 1, dans lequel, pour aligner les signaux de
référence temporelle périodiques communs, les radios esclaves sont configurées chacune pour mesurer et notifier
une relation entre le signal de référence et un signal de référence temporelle périodique commun respectif.

6. Le système à grand nombre d’antennes (LAC) de la revendication 5, dans lequel les radios esclaves sont configurées
chacune pour utiliser une horloge à une cadence double d’une horloge locale respective et une circuiterie à cadence
de données double pour mesurer et notifier la relation.

7. Le système à grand nombre d’antennes (LAC) de la revendication 1, dans lequel une période des signaux de
référence temporelle périodiques communs est configurée pour être supérieure à un délai de propagation du système
de distribution d’horloge et de déclencheur.

8. Un procédé, comprenant :

l’établissement, par une pluralité de radios esclaves, d’une relation fixe entre une horloge de référence et des
horloges locales respectives, l’horloge de référence étant distribuée aux radios esclaves via un système de
distribution d’horloge et de déclencheur et l’horloge de référence étant de fréquence inférieure aux horloges
locales ;
la génération et l’alignement par un dispositif maitre et la pluralité de radios esclaves de signaux de référence
temporelle périodiques communs qui sont de fréquence inférieure aux horloges locales respectives ;
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l’émission par le dispositif maitre, sur la base d’un front de son signal de référence temporelle périodique
commun, d’un signal de déclencheur via le système de distribution d’horloge et de déclencheur vers la pluralité
de radios esclaves ; et
l’exécution par la pluralité de radios esclaves d’une action sur la base du déclencheur sur un front ultérieur de
leurs signaux de référence temporelle périodiques communs.

9. Le procédé de la revendication 8, comprenant en outre :

la réception par le dispositif maitre d’une indication de déclencheur avant le front de son signal de référence
temporelle périodique commun et l’émission du signal de déclencheur en réponse au front.

10. Le procédé de la revendication 8, dans lequel l’action est une action d’échantillonnage pour des données sans fil
de liaison montante.

11. Le procédé de la revendication 8, dans lequel la relation fixe comprend un verrouillage de phase et une conformation
à une fréquence particulière.

12. Le procédé de la revendication 8, comprenant en outre :

la mesure et la notification par chacune des radios esclaves d’une relation entre le signal de référence et un
signal de référence temporelle périodique commun respectif.

13. Le procédé de la revendication 8, dans lequel la mesure est effectuée en utilisant une horloge à une cadence double
de l’horloge locale respective.

14. Le procédé de la revendication 8, comprenant en outre :

la configuration d’une période des signaux de référence temporelle périodiques communs pour qu’elle soit
supérieure à un délai de propagation du système de distribution d’horloge et de déclencheur.

15. Un programme-produit informatique comprenant des instructions, dans lequel les instructions sont exécutables par
un calculateur pour mettre en oeuvre un procédé selon l’une des revendications 8 à 14.
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