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Description

Technical Field

[0001] Embodiments generally relate to a transcathe-
ter valve prosthesis, especially a transcatheter atrio-ven-
tricular valve prosthesis.

Background

[0002] Heart valve diseases are affecting approxi-
mately 300,000 people worldwide each year. Those dis-
eases translate in abnormal leaflet tissue (excess tissue
growth, tissue degradation/rupture, tissue hardening/cal-
cifying), or abnormal tissue position through the cardiac
cycle (e.g., annular dilation, ventricular reshaping) lead-
ing to a degrading valve function like leakage/blood back-
flow (valve insufficiency) or a resistance to blood forward
flow (valve stenosis).
[0003] Accordingly, a transcatheter valve prosthesis
for functional replacement of a heart valve is desirable.
WO 2013/037519 A1 describes a transcatheter atrio-
ventricular valve prosthesis for functional replacement of
an atrio-ventricular heart valve in a connection channel,
having a circumferential connection channel wall struc-
ture, between the atrial chamber and the ventricular
chamber of a heart, comprising a radially expandable
tubular body to be disposed in the interior of the connec-
tion channel and extending along an axis, and a valve
arranged within and attached to the tubular body, wherein
the tubular body is provided with an outer circumferential
groove which is open to the radial outside of the tubular
body and which defines a groove bottom, whereby the
tubular body is separated by the outer circumferential
groove into first and second body sections, and wherein
the tubular body is provided with a first plurality of pro-
jections which extend from the first or second body sec-
tion in an axial direction of the tubular body and each of
which has a free end arranged to overlap the outer cir-
cumferential groove, further comprising an elongate out-
er member to be disposed at the exterior of the connec-
tion channel wall structure at a level of the circumferential
grove, wherein the outer member can at least partially
extend around the tubular body with valve tissue of the
connection channel wall structure being correspondingly
circumferentially arranged between the tubular body and
the outer member and in such a radial distance to the
axis of the tubular body that the valve tissue of the con-
nection channel wall structure can be radially forced into
the outer circumferential groove so as to be at least par-
tially located radially below the projections.

Summary

[0004] Various embodiments of the invention provide
a system for implanting a heart valve as definded in the
appendend claims. The system includes a radially self-
expandable tubular body having an inflow end and an

outflow end and a preformed groove disposed at an outer
surface of the tubular body between the inflow end and
the outflow end. The preformed groove extends at least
partially around the tubular body and have a circumfer-
ential opening facing radially outward of the tubular body.
A valve is disposed within and attached to the tubular
body, and a trapping member may be configured to be
disposed within the preformed groove on the outer sur-
face of the tubular body. The trapping member is config-
ured to form at least a partial loop around the tubular
body. Additionally, the circumferential opening of the pre-
formed groove is relatively larger when the outflow end
of the tubular body has been deployed from a catheter
and the inflow end of the tubular body is constrained by
the catheter, and the circumferential opening of the pre-
formed groove is relatively smaller when both the outflow
end and the inflow end are fully deployed from the cath-
eter.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0005] In the drawings, like reference characters gen-
erally refer to the same parts throughout the different
views. The drawings are not necessarily to scale, em-
phasis instead generally being placed upon illustrating
the principles of the invention. In the following descrip-
tion, various embodiments are described with reference
to the following drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows schematically a transcatheter valve
prosthesis according to embodiments, located in a
connection channel of a human heart,
Figure 1a shows a detail of a free end of a projection
of the valve prosthesis according to embodiments,
Figure 1b shows a detail of a free end of a projection
of the valve prosthesis according to embodiments,
Figure 2 shows a transcatheter valve prosthesis ac-
cording to embodiments,
Figure 2a schematically shows extension angles of
projections according to embodiments,
Figure 3 shows schematically a transcatheter valve
prosthesis comprising an elongate outer member ac-
cording to embodiments located in a connection
channel of a human heart,
Figure 4 shows a transcatheter valve prosthesis in-
cluding a clamping member according to embodi-
ments,
Figure 5 shows the transcatheter valve prosthesis
including the clamping member of Figure 4 from a
different perspective.
Figure 6a shows a schematic cross section of a tran-
scatheter valve prosthesis along A-A in Figure 3,
Figure 6b shows a schematic cross section of a tran-
scatheter valve prosthesis along B-B in Figure 3,
Figure 6c shows a schematic cross section of a tran-
scatheter valve prosthesis along C-C in Figure 4 in-
cluding a clamping member,
Figure 6d shows a schematic cross section of a tran-
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scathetcr valve prosthesis along C-C in Figure 4 in-
cluding a clamping member in another arrangement
than shown in Figure 6c.
Figure 7 schematically shows the interaction of a
transcatheter valve prosthesis, heart tissue and an
elongate outer member according to embodiments,
Figure 8 shows a transcatheter valve prosthesis ac-
cording to embodiments,
Figure 9a shows a tubular body of a transcatheter
valve prosthesis,
Figure 9b shows a tubular body of a transcatheter
valve prosthesis,
Figure 10a schematically shows a transcatheter
valve prosthesis including an outer member,
Figure 10b schematically shows a transcatheter
valve prosthesis including an outer member,
Figure 10c schematically shows a transcatheter
valve prosthesis including an outer member,
Figure 11a schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis including an elongate outer mem-
ber according to embodiments,
Figure 11b schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis including an elongate outer mem-
ber according to embodiments,
Figure 11c schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis including an elongate outer mem-
ber according to embodiments,
Figure 11d schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis including an elongate outer mem-
ber according to embodiments.
Figure 12 schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis according to embodiments,
Figures 13a and 13b schematically show the tran-
scatheter valve prosthesis according to embodi-
ments,
Figure 14 schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis according to embodiments,
Figures 15a, 15b, and 15c schematically show the
transcatheter valve prosthesis and insertion mem-
ber,
Figures 16a and 16b schematically show the tran-
scatheter valve prosthesis according to embodi-
ments,
Figures 17a, 17b, 17c, 17d, and 17e schematically
show the transeatheter valve prosthesis according
to embodiments,
Figure 18 schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis according to embodiments.
Figure 19 schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis according to embodiments.
Figure 20 schematically shows the clamping mem-
ber according to embodiments,
Figure 21 schematically shows the clamping mem-
ber according to embodiments,
Figure 22 schematically shows the clamping mem-
ber according to embodiments,
Figure 23 schematically shows the clamping mem-
ber according to embodiments,

Figure 24 schematically shows the clamping mem-
ber according to embodiments.
Figures 25a, 25b, and 25c schematically show the
clamping member according to embodiments,
Figure 26 schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis according to embodiments, and
Figure 27 schematically shows the transcatheter
valve prosthesis according to embodiments.

Description

[0006] The following detailed description refers to the
accompanying drawings that show, by way of illustration,
specific details and embodiments in which the invention
may be practiced. These embodiments arc described in
sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to prac-
tice the invention. Other embodiments may be utilized
and structural and logical changes may be made without
departing from the scope of the invention. The various
embodiments are not necessarily mutually exclusive, as
some embodiments can be combined with one or more
other embodiments to form additional embodiments.
[0007] With reference to Figures 1, 1a, 1b and 2, a
transcatheter atrioventricular valve prosthesis 1 for func-
tional replacement of a (native) atrio-ventricular heart
valve 5 in a connection channel 10 that connects an atrial
heart chamber 15 with a ventricular chamber 20 and com-
prising a connection channel wall structure 25 may com-
prise a tubular body 30. The tubular body 30 may be
disposed in the interior of the connection channel 10 and
extend along an axis 35. The axis 35 may be the longi-
tudinal axis 35 of the tubular body 30, which may be an
elongated body. In the implanted condition, the axis 35
of the tubular body 30 may, but need not necessarily, be
aligned substantially coaxial to an axis of the connection
channel 10. The tubular body 30 may be radially com-
pressible so as to facilitate approach to and insertion into
the connection channel 10, e.g., using a catheter or the
like, and then be radially expandable so as to closely
engage the interior or inner side of the connection chan-
nel wall structure 25, and may comprise an artificial heart
valve 40 (e.g.. schematically shown in figure 6a) ar-
ranged within the tubular body 30.
[0008] The native atrio-ventricular heart valve 5 (e.g.,
a mitral valve or a triscupid valve) to be replaced has the
generally circumferential wall structure 25 forming the
connection channel 10 (or through opening) between the
atrial 15 and ventricular 20 chambers of the heart. It in-
cludes a circumferential valve annulus, valve leaflets
opening the connection channel/through opening and
closing the connection channel through opening at a po-
sition close to the valve annulus, a generally circumfer-
ential chord structure (chordae tendinae) connected be-
tween the valve leaflets and generally circumferential
papillary muscle(s), and said circumferential papillary
muscle(s).
[0009] The artificial heart valve 40 may be attached to
the tubular body 30 and may be designed to serve as an
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artificial replacement valve for an atrio-venticular heart
valve (for example a mitral and/or a tricuspid valve). The
artificial valve 40 may comprise artificial flaps (e.g., three
flaps as schematically shown in Figure 6a) for functional
replacement of the native heart valve. The tubular body
30 may be provided with an outer circumferential groove
45. The outer circumferential groove 45 may be open to
the radial outside of the tubular body 30. The circumfer-
ential groove 45 may define a groove bottom 46. The
outer circumferential groove 45 may define a channel 47
which is defined itself by the groove bottom 46 and axially
(in axial direction of the tubular body 30) opposite side
walls 48, 49. The groove bottom 46 may separate the
tubular body 30 into first and second body sections 31,
32. The circumferential groove 45 may extend around a
whole circumference of the tubular body 30 or may only
extend partially around a circumference of the tubular
body 30. The outer circumferential groove 45 may be a
continuous, that is non-interrupted, groove, or may be an
interrupted groove 45 having, for example, two or more
circumferential groove portions 45 provided, for example,
on the same axial level of the tubular body 30 that are
interrupted by areas in which no recessed portion, which
may provide the groove portion, is formed. The circum-
ferential groove 45 may be located at an axial distance
(along axis 35) from the axial ends of the tubular body
30, i.e. the circumferential groove 45 may be spaced
apart in an axial direction from end portions of the tubular
body 30.
[0010] As shown in Figure 1. the first body section 31
may be the part of the tubular body 30 that is located
above (e.g., proximal from) the circumferential groove
45. and the second body section 32 may be the part of
the tubular body 30 that is located beneath (e.g., distal
from) the circumferential groove 45. Both of the first and
second body sections 31, 32 may have a generally cy-
lindrical shape. According to embodiments, the first body
section 31 may have a generally conical or expanding
shape along the axis of the tubular body, with its cross-
section diameter increasing from the groove 45, and the
second body section 32 may be generally cylindrical. Ac-
cording to embodiments, both of the first and second
body sections 31, 32 may have a conical shape along
the axis of the tubular body, with their respective cross-
sectional diameters increasing from the groove 45. Ad-
ditionally, the outflow end of the tubular body may include
a frustoconical shape that slopes radially outward from
the preformed groove toward the outflow end when the
outflow end, but not the inflow end, has been released
from a delivery catheter.
[0011] According to embodiments, the cross sections
(along axis 35) of sections 31 and/or 32 may be or contain
non-circular shapes such as elliptical or D-shaped cross
sections. In addition, the direction of curvature in the axial
profile (seen in an axial section along the tubular body
30) between the groove 45 and the first body section 31
and/or between the groove 45 and the second body sec-
tion 32 may change (from concave curvature of the

groove 45 to a convex curvature at the transition between
groove 45 and first and/or second body section 31. 32).
The axially opposite side walls 48, 49 of the groove 45
may be part of the first and second, respectively, body
sections 31, 32 and may axially delimit the first and sec-
ond, respectively, sections 31. 32 towards the channel
47 of the groove 45, as it is shown, e.g., in Figure 8. A
radial diameter of the first body section 31 (e.g., at an
end portion that is opposite to the second body section
32) of the tubular body 30 may be larger than any diam-
eter of the second body section 32. This may allow one
to more efficiently fix the prosthesis 1 in the connection
channel 10 as the first body section 31 having a larger
diameter may provide a better hold of the prosthesis 1 in
the connection channel 10 by prov iding a friction and/or
(mere) form fit (e.g., caused by the first body section 31
being located in the atrial chamber 15 and having a di-
ameter larger than a diameter of the connection channel
10).
[0012] As shown in Figure 12, the tubular body 30 may
include one or more decorrelation portions 140 config-
ured to dissociate axial and radial movements between
an inflow end and an outflow end of the tubular body 30.
For example, the decorrelation portions 140 may disso-
ciate movements between first body section 31 and sec-
ond body section 32 (Figure 1). The decorrelation por-
tions may be disposed adjacent to and outside the cir-
cumferential groove 45. As show in Figure 12, the cir-
cumferential groove 45 may be disposed between the
decorrelation portions 140 and the outlfow end of the
tubular body 30, and for example, between the valve 40
and the inflow end. In some embodiments, the decorre-
lation portions may each include flexible "S"shaped por-
tions or a flexible material, such as polyester fabric. In
other embodiments, the decorrelation portions 140 may
include a combination of such components. The decor-
relation portions are generally configured to stretch or
compress in reaction to movement in the outflow or inflow
ends. Thus, because the decorrelation portions stretch
and/or compress, movement from one end of the tubular
body does not translate/communicate to the other end
of the tubular body. In this manner, movement in the ends
of the tubular body do not correlate with one another.
[0013] Further, the valve prosthesis 1 may comprise a
first plurality of projections 50 and a second plurality of
projections 55. The projections 50, 55 may extend from
the first and second sections 31, 32, respectively, in op-
posite axial directions, that is at least with an extension
component or an extension vector in a direction along
the axis 35 (e.g., the longitudinal axis 35) of the tubular
body 30. Accordingly, the first projections 50 and the sec-
ond projections 55 extend generally towards each other,
whereby they may not extend exactly or in line towards
each other, but with an extension vector. The projections
50, 55 may extend substantially parallel to the axis 35 of
the tubular body 30 or may also extend in a (lateral) angle
γ to the axis 35 of the tubular body 30, wherein the (lateral)
angle γ extends tangential to the circumference of the
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tubular body 30, as it is shown, e.g.. in Figure 2a.
[0014] The valve prosthesis 1 may comprise one plu-
rality of projections 50, 55 that may extend from the first
or second sections 31, 32 in an axial direction of the tu-
bular body 30 and may overlap the circumferential groove
45. With reference to, e.g., Figs. 11a- c. the valve pros-
thesis 1 may not comprise any projections 50, 55, and
the circumferential groove 45 may be provided with (e.g.,
integrally formed on) the tubular body 30.
[0015] The projections of the first plurality of projec-
tions 50 each may have a first end 67 and a second end
69 (Figure 13a and 13b). The first end 67 may be con-
nected to the tubular body 30 and the second end 69
may form a free end unattached to the tubular body 30.
For example, the first plurality of projections 50 may in-
clude free ends 60 and the second plurality of projections
55 may include free ends 65 (Figure 1). The free ends
60, 65 of the first and second pluralities of projections
50, 55 may be arranged so as to overlap the outer cir-
cumferential groove 45. That is, the free ends of the first
and second pluralities of projections 50, 55 are arranged
at an axial level of the groove 45 so as to overlap the
groove 45. The first and second pluralities of projections
50, 55 as such may at least partially or completely overlap
the groove 45 along their extension.
[0016] The first 50 and second 55 pluralities of projec-
tions may extend in a radial distance radially outwards
of the bottom 46 of the groove 45 so that a hollow (cir-
cumferential) chamber 66 is defined between the groove
bottom 46 and the first and second pluralities of projec-
tions 50, 55 in the channel 47. The opposite side walls
48, 49 may further define the hollow chamber 66 in the
axial direction of the tubular body 30. Hence, the hollow
chamber 66 may be confined radially by the pluralities of
projections 50, 55 and the groove bottom 46 and axially
by opposite sidewalls 48, 49 (e.g., top- and bottom-walls)
of the groove 45.
[0017] In embodiments, the second ends 69 of projec-
tions 50, 55 may include barbs configured to penetrate
tissue (Figure 1a). In embodiments of the invention, the
second ends 69 include blunt ends configured not to pen-
etrate tissue, in especial substantially flat ends 166 ex-
tending in a direction substantially parallel to a tangent
T of the tubular body 30 (Figure 13a and 13b) Other ex-
emplary embodiment have a plurality of struts 110 form-
ing rounded (e.g., rounded corner triangle) configura-
tions (Figure 14). In yet additional embodiments, some
or all of projections 50, 55 may include barbs, blunt ends,
and/or rounded configurations. Transcatheter valve
prosthesis 1 may include, in embodiments, the first plu-
rality of projections 50 and/or the second plurality of pro-
jections 55. In these embodiments the first plurality of
projections 50 or the second plurality of projections 55
may extend a sufficient distance so that the hollow cham-
ber 66 is defined between the groove 45 and the first
plurality of projections 50 and/or the second plurality of
projections 55. Alternatively or additionally, the first plu-
rality of projections 50 and/or the second plurality of pro-

jections 55 may define the circumferential groove 45 be-
tween the tubular body 30 and the projections 50 and/or
55, e.g., without indenting of the tubular body. For exam-
ple, as shown in Figures 16b and 19, circumferential
groove 45 is defined between the tubular body 30 and
the second plurality of projections 55. A method of using
a transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 may comprise posi-
tioning it in the connection channel wall structure 25 of a
heart and then inserting tissue that is adjacent to the cir-
cumferential groove 45, of the connection channel wall
structure 25 into the circumferential groove 45, for exam-
ple to be placed radially below the first and second plu-
rality of projections 50, 55. The tissue can then be held
in place in the circumferential groove 45. for example by
the first 50 and/or second plurality of projections 55,
which, if, for example, provided with acute or sharpened
ends, may penetrate into the tissue which from its position
below may be biased back to its initial radial position.
The prosthesis 1 may be positioned such that its outer
circumferential groove 45 is at the level of the annulus
of the circumferential wall structure 25 or adjacent thereto
towards the side of the ventricular chamber 20. By the
first and second plurality of projections 50, 55 keeping
the tissue within the groove 45, the transcatheter valve
prosthesis 1 can be positioned and fixed relative to the
heart. Further, since the first and second plurality of pro-
jections 50. 55 axially extend towards each other, the
prosthesis is safely and reliably prevented from being
axially pushed out of the connection channel 10 by the
pumping activity of the heart. The first 50 and/or the sec-
ond 55 plurality of projections may keep the tissue of the
connection channel wall structure 25 in the circumferen-
tial groove 45 by perforating it (e.g., transfixing it, e.g.,
skewering it) and/or by an interference fit. The tissue that
is held in the circumferential groove 45 may also (partially
or fully) seal the transcathetcr valve prosthesis 1 against
the interior of the connection channel 10 so that blood,
e.g., pressurized blood, can only flow through the tubular
body 30 (and the artificial heart valve 40 therein) but can
not bypass the tubular body 30 on its exterior side (i.e.,
between the exterior of the tubular body 30 and the inte-
rior of the connection channel wall structure 25). In this
respect, the inner and/or outer circumferential surface of
the tubular body 30 may additionally be provided with an
impermeable layer, for example in the form of a liner 33b.
[0018] The prosthesis 1 may be located in the connec-
tion channel 10 so that the circumferential groove 45 is
located on the ventricular side of the annulus of a natural
valve, e.g., having a distance from the natural valve an-
nulus, i.e., the circumferential groove 45 may be a sub-
annular circumferential groove and/or the prosthesis 1
may be a sub-annular-prosthesis 1. The prosthesis 1 may
be adapted to be a sub-annular prosthesis. That is, the
tubular body 30 may have a transverse dimension (also
referred to as diameter herein) at an axial level (with re-
spect to axis 35) that is smaller than a transverse dimen-
sion of a natural valve annulus, and/or transverse dimen-
sion and/or axial lengths of the tubular body may be suit-
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able so that the first body section 31 may be located in
an atrial chamber 15 and that the second body section
32 may be located in the connection channel 10 with the
groove 45 being located on a ventricular side of the nat-
ural valve annulus having a distance to said annulus.
[0019] Only one circumferential groove 45 as de-
scribed above may be provided on the tubular body 30.
However, an elongated prosthesis 1 having two or more
circumferential grooves 45 may be provided, wherein a
respective set of first and second pluralities of projections
50, 55 as described above may be arranged and as-
signed to the respective one of the two or more grooves
45. The groove 45 or the respective groove may be
formed by the first and second body sections 31 , 32 of
the tubular body 30 as such, wherein the projections 50
and/or 55 may or may not be involved in forming the
(respective) groove 45 as such. There may also be em-
bodiments (see further below), in which the projections
50 and/or 55 at least partially form the groove 45, for
example on the side of the tubular body 30 that is proximal
to the ventricular chamber 20.
[0020] The tubular body 30 may comprise or may be
a mesh-type body having elongate mesh or grid elements
33 (e.g., stent struts 107 and/or projections) crossing
each other at crossings 34. The mesh elements 33 may
be formed from wires or, for example, a laser-cut tube
comprising steel and/or a superalloy and/or a shape
memory alloy (e.g., nitinol) and/or nickel and/or titanium
and/or precious metals (e.g., gold) and/or alloys compris-
ing the aforementioned. The mesh elements 33 may also
comprise other alloys or may be made from organic ma-
terial, e.g., polymers. The mesh elements 33 may, e.g.,
be made from polyvinylchloride and/or polystyrene
and/or polypropylene or another polymer. The tubular
body 30 may be from a shape-memory material which
expands when experiencing usual body temperature.
The tubular body 30 may be self-expandable. The tubular
body 30 may also be not self-expandable, but expanda-
ble by a balloon or another expansion mechanism. Cor-
respondingly, the tubular body 30 may be compressible
to be insertable via the catheter and may then be ex-
pandable when appropriately positioned within the con-
nection channel wall structure 25. The tubular body 30
may comprise the above-mentioned liner 33b (c.f. Figure
6a) attached to the mesh elements 33 made from the
same or made from different materials. The liner 33b may
be disposed on an interior side or an exterior side of the
mesh elements 33 and/or tubular body 30 and may cover
the circumference of the tubular body 30 fully or only
partially in axial direction 35 and/or in circumferential di-
rection.
[0021] The circumferential groove 45 of the tubular
body 30 and/or the projections of the first and/or the sec-
ond plurality of projections 50, 55 may interact with the
connection channel wall structure 25 so as to fix the valve
prosthesis 1 with respect to the channel wall structure 25
and the connection channel 10. Tissue of the channel
wall structure 25 may be "caught" in the circumferential

groove 45 and be held in place by the free ends 60, 65
of the first and/or the second plurality of projections 50,
55, which may serve as hook elements. The tissue of the
channel wall structure 25 may be perforated by the free
ends 60, 65 and thereby held more firmly in the circum-
ferential groove 45 of the tubular body 30, wherein the
tissue may also be held in the groove 45 by an interfer-
ence and/or clamping fit between the projections 50
and/or 55 (or part thereof) and the tissue of the connec-
tion channel wall structure 25. In order to allow the first
and/or second plurality of projections 50, 55 to penetrate
the tissue of the circumferential connection channel wall
structure 25, which has been forced into the groove, the
free ends of a plurality or of each of the first 50 and/or
second 55 pluralities of projections may be an acute or
sharpened end. The projections of the first and/or second
plurality of projections 50, 55 each or some thereof may
be pins.
[0022] With further reference to Figure 1b, the free
ends 60, 65 of the first and/or the second plurality of pro-
jections 50, 55 may be conical ends 70 so as to be able
to perforate tissue of the connection channel wall struc-
ture 25. According to embodiments, the free ends 60, 65
of the first and/or the second plurality of projections 50,
55 may also be blunt. The free ends 60, 65 and/or the
first and/or second plurality of projections 50, 55 may be
pin-shaped.
[0023] Some or all of the free ends 60, 65 of the pro-
jections 50, 55 may comprise barbs or hooks 71 as shown
in Figure 1a. The hooks 71 may serve to perforate tissue
of the connection channel wall structure 25 and prevent
the tissue from slipping off the free ends 60, 65. Thereby
tissue that is perforated by barbs or hooks 71 disposed
on a free end 60, 65 is unable to slip from the free end
60, 65 resulting in tissue from the heart valve connection
channel wall structure 25 being caught even more reliably
in the circumferential groove 45. Some or all of the free
ends 60, 65 may be blunt or may have conical ends 70
or comprise barbs or hooks 71. The first 50 or second 55
plurality of projections may comprise different types of
free ends 60, 65 according to the anatomical conditions,
but may also comprise the same type of free ends 60, 65.
[0024] The free ends 60, 65 and/or the first 50 and
second pluralities 55 of projections may be arranged in
different axial and/or radial positions and orientations
with respect to each other. With reference to figures 1
and 6a, each projection of the first plurality of projections
50 may have the same circumferential angular distance
α (that is an angular distance between two radial direc-
tions extending from longitudinal axis 35 of the tubular
body 30) from each other, i.e. the projections 50 may be
equally circumferentially spaced. However, the projec-
tions of the first plurality of projections 50 may also have
different angular distances α from each other, i.e. be not
spaced evenly around a circumference of the tubular
body. Although not shown in Figs. 6a-c, similarly, each
projection of the second plurality of projections 55 may
have the same angular distance from each other, i.e. be
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spaced equally around a circumference of the tubular
body 30. However, the projections of the second plurality
of projections 55 may also have different circumferential
angular distances α from each other, i.e. be not spaced
evenly around a circumference of the tubular body.
[0025] The first plurality of projections 50 may be ar-
ranged with respect to the second plurality of projections
55 on the tubular body 30 in a way that each projection
of the first plurality of projections 50 is substantially on
the same radial level (that is the same radius, e.g., R2)
as a projection of the second plurality of projections 55
(as it is shown e.g., in figures 1 and 3). On the other hand,
some or each of the projections of the first plurality of
projections 50 may be arranged on a different radius than
a projection of the second plurality of projections 55, for
example such that the first plurality of projections 50 may
each be on a same radius, and the second plurality of
projections 55 may each be on a same radius.
[0026] With, for example, reference to Figures 1 and
3, the first plurality of projections 50 and the second plu-
rality of projections 55 may extend so as to be aligned or
coaxial to each other. The first plurality of projections 50
may also not be aligned with the second plurality of pro-
jections 55. For example, the first plurality of projections
50 may themselves extend substantially parallel to each
other or may not, and the second plurality of projections
55 may themselves extend substantially parallel to each
other or may not.
[0027] With, for example, reference to Figures 2 and
4. the first and second pluralities of projections 50, 55
may be arranged in circumferential direction in an alter-
nating manner, wherein for example each first projection
50 is circumferentially between two second projections
55 (and the other way round). There may also be other
appropriate circumferential arrangement patterns for the
first and second pluralities of projections 50, 55, wherein,
for example, sets of first projections 50, of tor example
one, two, three, four, or more first projections 50, are
arranged between sets of second projections 55, of, for
example, one, two, three, four or more second projec-
tions 55.
[0028] The number of projections of the first plurality
of projections 50 and the number of projections of the
second plurality of projections 55 may be, for example,
in a range of three to five, or eight to ten, fifteen to twenty,
thirty to one hundred or more, or may be any other
number. The first plurality of projections 50 may comprise
the same number of projections or another number of
projections as the second plurality of projections 55 or
vice versa.
[0029] The projections of the first plurality of projec-
tions 50 and/or the projections of the second plurality of
projections 55 may extend from the tubular body 30 from
positions where mesh elements 33 of the tubular body
30 are crossing with each other at the crossings 34. This
may improve the mechanical stability of the interconnec-
tion of the tubular body 30 with the projections 50, 55.
The projections 50, 55 may, e.g., be welded, soldered

and/or braided to the tubular body 30. They may be su-
tured, bonded or glued to the tubular body 30. As an
alternative or additionally, the projections 50, 55 may also
be monolithically integrally formed with the tubular body
30. That is, with reference to, e.g., Figs. 9a and 9b, the
projections 50,55 (or any one or both of the pluralities of
projections) may be formed by mesh elements 33 that
are not connected to another mesh element 33 at a cross-
ing 34 but are projecting from the tubular body 30 (e.g.,
caused by bending the mesh element 33) in a radial
and/or axial direction with respect to longitudinal axis 35
so as to form a projection 50, 55. Further, projections 50,
55 (e.g.. monolithically integrally formed by mesh ele-
ments 33 or provided separately and connected with the
tubular body 30) may form the circumferential groove 45
by projecting radially and axially from the tubular body
30 with respect to its longitudinal axis 35. Accordingly,
by facing away from the tubular body 30, the projections
may define a circumferential groove 45 on the tubular
body 30. The circumferential groove 45 may be further
defined by a generally conical or similar shape of a body
section (e.g., first body section 31 and or second body
section 32) of the tubular body 30 that has a cross-sec-
tional diameter that is increasing from the groove 45 in
a direction of longitudinal axis 35. As seen e.g., in Figs.
9a and 9b, the generally conical shape of a body section
31, 32 may accordingly interact with the projections 50,
55 which are projecting from the tubular body 30 so as
to further define the circumferential groove 45. Fig. 9a
shows projections 50, 55 that define a circumferential
groove 45 by projecting first in a substantially radial di-
rection relative to the longitudinal axis 35 and then in a
substantially parallel direction to the longitudinal axis 35
when seen from the point from which the projections ex-
tend from tubular body 30. Fig. 9b shows projections 50,
55 that extend generally rectilinearly to define the circum-
ferential groove 45. The projections 50, 55 may be made
from the same materials that were described above with
reference to the tubular body 30, e.g.. super alloys, e.g.,
shape memory alloys (like nitinol) or steel or titanium (or
alloys comprising titanium) or organic material like poly-
mers, or the projections may be made from different ma-
terial or materials.
[0030] In embodiments, the first end 67 of the first plu-
rality of projections 50 and/or the second plurality of pro-
jections 55 may include one or more first apertures 105
substantially aligned with second apertures disposed be-
tween stent struts 107 of the tubular body 30 (Figure 13a
and 13b). The first apertures 105 may include various
configurations including, for example, square, circular,
and triangular. Additionally, the first apertures 105 may
be larger than, smaller than, or of approximately equal
size to the second apertures disposed between the stent
struts 107. The second end 69 of the first plurality of pro-
jections and/or the second plurality of projections 55 may
also include a match circumferential curvature of stent
surface that does not include an aperture. In the embod-
iment of Figure 13a and 13b, the second ends 69 form
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substantially flat ends 166 and extend in a direction par-
allel to a tangent of the tubular body 30, and therefore
second ends 69 are configured so as not to cause trauma
to the surrounding tissue (e.g., Tangent T, as indicated
on Figs. 13a and 13b).
[0031] As discussed above, in embodiments, the first
plurality of projections 50 and/or the second plurality of
projections 55 may include blunt ends configured not to
penetrate the tissue. For example, the struts 110 may
each include a first strut 113 and a second strut 115 joined
through connector 117. As shown in Figure 14, for ex-
ample, the first struts 113, the second struts 115, and the
connector 117 together may form rounded triangle con-
figurations. In alternate embodiments, the struts 110 may
comprise various configurations, for example, rectangu-
lar, rounded, elliptical, or a combination of these config-
urations, for example, the planar projection shown in Fig-
ures 13a and 13b. In the embodiment of Figures 13a and
13b, for example, each connector 17 forms substantially
flat end 166. Additionally, the struts 110 may include
asymmetrical and/or irregular configurations. For exam-
ple, as shown in Figure 19. first struts 113 may not be
symmetrical with second struts 115 such that the first and
second struts 113, 115 each include random and different
configurations. Furthermore, each connector 117 may
include an irregular shape. In some embodiments. each
first strut 113 may have a configuration similar to the other
first struts 113, each second strut 117 may have a con-
figuration similar to the other second struts 117, and each
connector 117 may have a configuration similar to the
other connectors 117, but each first strut 113 may have
a configuration different from each second strut 115.
[0032] As can be seen e.g., from Figure 8, all or some
projections of the first plurality of projections 50 and/or
all or some projections of the second plurality of projec-
tions 55 may extend in (e.g.. along) a substantially
straight line or in a straight line, i.e., they may not com-
prise any longitudinal curvature from the point from which
they extend from the tubular body 30 to their respective
free end 60, 65; i.e., they may extend rectilinearly. They
may, however, nevertheless comprise barbs or hooks 71
and or may be pin-shaped. The first plurality of projec-
tions 50 may extend from substantially the same axial
level (relating to the axial direction of the tubular body
30) from the tubular body 30 (e.g., shown in Figures 1 to
3) or may extend from different axial levels from the tu-
bular body 30. Correspondingly, the second plurality of
projections 55 may extend from substantially the same
axial level (relating to the axial direction of the tubular
body 30) from the tubular body 30 (e.g., shown in Figures
1 to 3) or may extend from different axial levels from the
tubular body 30. The axial extension of the first plurality
of projections 50 (axial distance (along axis 35 of tubular
body 30) between base of projection on the tubular body
and free end of projection) and/or of the second plurality
of projections 55 may be substantially the same or may
be different, and the extension or length of the first plu-
rality of projections 50 and/or of the second plurality of

projections 55 (distance between bases of the projec-
tions 50, 55 on the tubular body 30 and the free ends 60,
65 of the projections 50, 55) may be the same or may be
different.
[0033] In addition to the first and second plurality of
projections 50, 55, the tubular body 30 may be provided
with any other type of projection and/or collar.
[0034] The first 50 and the second 55 pluralities of pro-
jections may extend from the first 31 and the second 32
body sections, respectively, from areas that are adjacent
to or are bordering the radially outer circumference of the
circumferential groove 45. The first 50 and the second
55 pluralities of projections may extend from the opposite
side walls 48, 49 laterally defining the groove 45.
[0035] Referring to Figure 2, the free ends 60 of the
first 50 plurality of projections may be axially spaced from
the free ends 65 of the second 55 plurality of projections
by an axial distance W2 in a direction of the axis 35 of
the tubular body 30. The free ends 60 of the first plurality
of projections 50 may be arranged on a same axial level
or on different axial levels, and the free ends 65 of the
second plurality of projections 55 may be arranged on a
same axial level or on different axial levels.
[0036] In case a transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 com-
prises a plurality of projections 50, 55, the axial distance
W2 may define a distance of one or more or all of the
free ends 60, 65 of the (one) plurality of projections 50,
55 to a sidewall 48, 49, that is opposite to the respective
body section 31, 32 from which the plurality of projections
extends, of the circumferential groove 45.
[0037] The projections of the first plurality of projec-
tions 50 may axially overlap with the projections of the
second plurality of projections 55 (not shown), wherein
there may be defined an axial overlapping-distance be-
tween the free ends 60 of the first plurality of projections
50 and the tree ends 65 of the second plurality of projec-
tions 55. Some free ends 60 of the first plurality of pro-
jections 50 may be axially spaced from corresponding
free ends 65 of the second plurality of projections 55,
while other free ends 60 and 65 may be arranged so as
to axially overlap each other.
[0038] With reference, for example, to Figure 2a. the
projections 50. 55 (each) may extend in a manner so as
to be radially and inwardly inclined by an angle β, thereby
obliquely extending into the outer circumferential groove
45. The angle β defining the radial and inward inclination
of the projections 50. 55 with respect to the axis 35 of
the tubular body 30 may be an acute angle, for example
in a range of equal to or smaller than 45° or equal to or
smaller than 30°, or equal to or smaller than 15°. Only a
part or number of the first projections 50 and/or only a
part or number of the second projections 55 may radially
and inwardly inclined as above described
[0039] Figure 6a, which corresponds to the cross sec-
tion along A-A shown in Figure 3, illustrates the interac-
tion of heart valve tissue of the connection channel wall
structure 25 and the first plurality of projections 50 (a
cross-section transverse the axis 35 and through the sec-
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ond plurality of projections 55 would result in a similar
depiction to that shown in Figure 6a). The first plurality
of projections 50 can be seen perforating tissue of the
connection channel wall structure 25 to thereby more re-
liably prevent it from retracting from the tubular body 30
of the prosthesis 1, which results in the prosthesis 1 being
held more firmly in its intended place.
[0040] With further reference to Figure 3 and Figure
6b, the transcatheter atrioventricular valve prosthesis 1
may further comprise an elongate outer member 75. The
elongate outer member 75 may be disposed at the exte-
rior of the connection channel wall structure 25 (e.g., in
the ventricular chamber 20) at an axial level (e.g., with
respect to axis 35) of the circumferential groove 45 of the
tubular body 30. The elongate outer member 75 may
extend at least partially around, for example completely
and continuously circumferentially around, the tubular
body 30 and may be handled e.g., using a catheter mem-
ber 90 that is shown schematically in Figure 6b. A radial
distance R5 between the longitudinal axis 35 and the
elongate outer member 75 may be reducible or reduced
so that the valve tissue of the connection channel wall
structure 25 can be correspondingly at least partially
forced into the outer circumferential groove 45 so as to
be at least partially located radially below the first and
second pluralities of projections 50, 55. The radial dis-
tance R5 may be reducible or reduced so that it is smaller
than a radial distance R4 that is defined between the
longitudinal axis 35 of the tubular body 30 and the free
ends 60, 65 of the projections 50. 55 (the free ends 60.
65 are not visible in the cross section shown in Figure
6b, but they are indicated by crosses in Fig. 6b). Thus,
the elongate outer member 75 may be positioned inside
the circumference defined by the first and second plural-
ities of projections 50, 55 so that tissue of the connection
channel wall structure 25 is or can be located in the cir-
cumferential groove 45 between the groove bottom 46
and the first and second projections 50, 55, wherein the
elongate outer member 75 itself may be located inside
the groove 45 between the groove bottom 46 and the
first and second pluralities of projections 50, 55. Howev-
er, the elongate outer member 75 may also be arranged
to force tissue of the connection channel wall structure
25 into the circumferential groove 45 but to remain out-
side the groove (i.e. R5 may be larger than R4 as shown
in Figure 6b). The catheter member 90, or another, for
example similarly structured catheter device, may be
used to handle and position the elongate outer member
75 around an exterior of the circumferential connection
channel wall structure 25.
[0041] With further reference to Figures 6b and 7, the
catheter member 90 may comprise a connector 91, for
example a cutting and clamping member, that can be
used to connect free ends of the elongate member 75,
for example to cut the elongate outer member 75 and
clamp two ends of it together, so that the elongate mem-
ber 75 may remain permanently around the tubular body
30 and thereby form a component of the prosthesis 1.

However, the elongate outer member 75 may also merely
be an interventional tool, for example as a component of
catheter member, and may only be used to radially force
the tissue of the connection channel wall structure 25
into the outer groove 45, and may then be withdrawn or
removed from the heart. When the elongate member 75
remains permanently positioned around an outer side of
the connection channel wall structure 25, it may perma-
nently apply a radial and inwardly, axially, or outwardly
directed force to the tissue of the connection channel wall
structure 25 towards the groove 45.
[0042] With reference to Figures 1, 3, 6b and 7, there
may be several ways in which heart tissue of the con-
nection channel wall structure 25 is fixed, held and/or
caught in the circumferential groove 45. The tissue may
be perforated by the free ends 60, 65 of the first and/or
the second plurality of projections 50, 55, e.g., via the
acute ends 70 and/or the barbs or hooks 71. The tissue
may be held in the circumferential groove 45 by an inter-
ference fit between the projections 50, 55. The tissue
may also be held in the circumferential groove 45 by the
elongate outer member 75. The elongate outer member
75 may be used to force the tissue into the groove 45
either temporarily (e.g., as a method step during a heart
treatment) or permanently (for example, if the cutting and
clamping member 91 is used to cut elongate outer mem-
ber 75 and to connect its two ends together permanently
while it is extending around the exterior of the connection
channel wall structure 25 as shown in Figure 7). The tis-
sue of the connection channel wall structure 25 may also
be held in the circumferential groove 45 by a combination
of two or more of the above described approaches.
[0043] In embodiments, the elongate outer member 75
may have a cross-sectional diameter D1 (see e.g., Figure
6b) that is smaller than a width W1 of the outer circum-
ferential groove 45 (illustrated e.g., in Fig. 2). The elon-
gate member 75 may have a cross-sectional diameter
D1 that is smaller than the gap W2 between the free ends
60, 65 of the first and the second plurality of projections
50, 55. The elongate member 75 may have a cross-sec-
tional diameter D1 that is larger than width W2 but smaller
than width W1. The elongate member 75 may have a
cross-sectional diameter D1 that is larger than width W2
and/or width W1. The elongate member 75 may be a wire
or a band, and may have a circular cross section or a
rectangular cross section. The elongate member 75 may
also have a triangular cross section or a cross section
defining any other curved or polygonal shape. The elon-
gate member 75 may be made from any material that
has been described with reference to the mesh elements
33 or a combination of those materials or other materi-
al(s). For example, the elongate member may be made
from steel, a titanium alloy or a shape memory alloy such
as nitinol.
[0044] A length of the projections 50 and/or 55 may be
related to the width W1 of the circumferential groove 45.
In this respect, the ratio of a distance between the free
ends 60, 65 of the first and second pluralities of projec-
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tions 50, 55 (or, if only one plurality of projections 50, 55
is provided, a distance of the free ends 60, 65 of that
plurality of projections 50, 55 to the sidewall 48, 49 of the
circumferential groove 45 that is with respect to axis 35
opposite to the projections 50, 55) to the width W1 of the
circumferential groove 45 may have a maximum value
of 0.5 or 0.4 or 0.3 or 0.2 or 0.1. Accordingly the hollow
chamber 66 may be defined between the projections 50,
55 and the groove bottom 46. The width W1 of the cir-
cumferential groove 45 may be defined between the side-
walls 48, 49 of the groove 45 and or between a point from
which a projection 50, 55 of the first and/or second plu-
rality of projections 50, 55 extends from the tubular body
30 and a sidewall 48, 49 that is located on an opposite
side of the groove (45) and/or between a point from which
a projection from the first plurality of projections 50 ex-
tends and a point from which a projection form the second
plurality of projections 55 extends.
[0045] With reference to Figures 4 and 5 (for improved
clarity and understanding, the transcatheter valve pros-
thesis 1 is shown without artificial valve 40), the tran-
scatheter valve prosthesis 1 may also comprise a clamp-
ing member 80. The clamping member 80 may comprise
a tubular structure having a longitudinal axis that may be
arranged so as to extend in the circumferential groove
45 in a circumferential direction of the tubular body 30.
The clamping member 80 may be located in the circum-
ferential groove 45 so as to be located (for example at
least partly) radially inwards of the first and second plu-
ralities 50, 55 of projections. The clamping member 80
may be in contact with the groove bottom 46 of the cir-
cumferential groove 45. The clamping member 80 may
extend around a whole circumference of the tubular body
30 or only partially around the tubular body 30, as shown,
e.g., in figures 4 and 5. The clamping member 80 may
extend, e.g., around an angle of 10 to 30 degrees or any
other angle in the circumferential groove 45. The clamp-
ing member SO may extend around the whole circum-
ference of groove 45, e.g., around 360 degrees. The
clamping member 80 may hav e a cross-sectional diam-
eter D2 transverse to its longitudinal axis. The cross-sec-
tional diameter D2 may be selectively changeable to a
larger or smaller diameter D2; i.e., the clamping member
80 may be compressible (so as to be insertable via a
catheter) and/or expandable (for example, re-expanda-
ble after being compressed) in a radial direction of its
diameter D2, whereby the inner and outer circumferenc-
es of the clamping member are correspondingly de-
creased/expanded and expanded/decreased, respec-
tively, in a radial direction of the tubular body 30 towards
the first and/or the second plurality of projections 50. 55.
The cross sectional diameter D2 of the clamping member
80 may be smaller than the cross sectional diameter (ra-
dius R1 is shown, e.g.. in Figure 6a) of the tubular body
30. In embodiments, the diameter D2 of the clamping
member 80 may be smaller than the width W1 of the
outer circumferential groove 45 and smaller than the
width W2 of the gap formed between the free ends 60,

65 of the first and the second plurality of protections 50,
55. The clamping member 80 may be provided in order
to clamp heart tissue that is located inside the circumfer-
ential groove 45 outwards in a direction from the axis 35
towards the pluralities of projections 50, 55.
[0046] The clamping member 80 may include a deliv-
ery configuration within a delivery catheter and a deploy-
ment configuration wherein the clamping member 80 is
deployed from the delivery catheter. In embodiments, the
clamping member 80 may be biased to the deployment
configuration. For example, the clamping member 80
may include a shape-memory alloy such as a nitinol or
a nitinol-based alloy that has a delivery configuration that
is shaped to be convenient for delivery through a cathe-
ter, and a deployment configuration in which the shape-
memory alloy changes shape to a deployed configuration
so as to be biased to a shape conforming to the tubular
body..
[0047] With reference to Figure 6d, the clamping mem-
ber SO may be or form part of the above-described elon-
gate outer member 75. wherein the clamping member
80 may be arranged and or guided and/or positioned (in
a radially compressed condition) at the circumferential
outer side of the connection channel wall structure 25 to
completely or partly extend around the connection chan-
nel wall structure 25 at an axial (with respect to the axis
35 of the tubular body 30) level, and may then be radially
expanded (in a direction of the diameter D2 of the clamp-
ing member 80), whereby its inner diameter in a radial
direction of the tubular member 30 then correspondingly
decreases to thereby force the tissue of the inwardly ar-
ranged connection channel wall structure 25 (which is
then arranged inwards of the clamping member 80) ra-
dially into the groove 45. That is, the clamping member
may be located between the projections 50, 55 and tissue
of the connection channel wall structure 25, that may be
pressed into the groove 45 by an elastic force exerted
by the clamping member 80 on the tissue of the connec-
tion channel wall structure 25 and a corresponding reac-
tive force that may be exerted by the clamping member
80 on the projections 50, 55. The forces that may act
upon the tissue of the connection channel wall structure
25 exerted by the clamping member 80 and the groove
45 (e.g., the groove bottom 46) are schematically indi-
cated by arrows 85b. The elongate outer member 75
and/or the clamping member 80 (which may be the same
member) may serve to anchor the prosthesis 1 and to
seal the native heart leaflets against the prosthesis 1
against blood flow. Further, immobilisation of the native
leaflets by the prosthesis 1 as described herein (e.g.,
comprising a clamping member 80 and/or elongate mem-
ber 75) may favor the ingrowth of heart (e.g., leaflet) tis-
sue into the prosthesis (e.g., circumferential groove 45)
and thereby further improve fixation of the prosthesis 1
relative to the heart and/or scaling against blood flow as
the ingrown tissue may additionally or alternatively seal
against blood flow on an outside of the tubular body 30.
[0048] In some embodiments, the clamping member
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80 may include one or more barbs 230 configured to se-
cure the prosthesis 1 to portions of the native valve leaf-
lets and/or chords when the barbs 230 are deployed, for
example, by piercing the portions of native valve leaflets
and/or barbs. For example, as shown in Figure 20, the
clamping member 80 may include an inner member 210
slideably disposed within a hollow outer tube 200. It is
further contemplated that the outer tube 200 may be
slideably disposed with regard to the inner member 210.
One or more flexible regions 240 may be disposed on
the outer tube 200 to facilitate bending of the clamping
member 80. The flexible regions 240 may include cut-
outs, for example as shown in Figure 20, or may include
material sufficient to facilitate such bending of the clamp-
ing member 80. The cutouts may be of various shape
and sizes. Additionally, the flexible regions 240 may be
disposed consistently or intermittently on outer tube 200.
[0049] One or more openings 220 may be disposed
through an outer surface of the outer tube 200. such that
the openings 220 are coupled with one ore barbs 230 on
the inner member 210. For example, the barbs 230 may
each be configured to assume a first delivery configura-
tion wherein the barbs 230 are disposed substantially
parallel to the inner member 210 and are disposed within
the outer tube 200. For example, the barbs 230 may lay
substantially flat along the inner member 210. Movement
of the inner member 210 relative to the outer tube 200
may substantially align the barbs 230 with the openings
220 such that the barbs 230 move from the first delivery
configuration to a second deployment configuration. For
example, as shown in Figure 22, the barbs 230 may ex-
tend away from the clamping member 80, and may be
configured to attach to the native leaflets and/or chords.
Therefore, the barbs 230 may be deployed through the
openings 220 when in the deployment configuration.
[0050] Various means may be used to deploy the barbs
230 from their delivery configuration to their deployment
configuration. For example, the barbs 230 may be com-
prised of a superelastic material such that they immedi-
ately assume the deployment configuration once aligned
with openings 220. In other embodiments, the barbs 230
may be moved into the deployment configuration through
a hydraulic force (for example, by the inflation of a bal-
loon), pushing of the barbs 230, rotating of the barbs 230,
a spring mechanism, and/or thermal electric current.
[0051] The barbs 230 may be deployed, and assume
the deployment configuration. before the tubular body 30
is fully deployed. For example, the barbs 230 may be
deployed when the tubular body 30 is partially deployed.
Alternatively, the barbs 230 may be deployed after the
tubular body 30 is fully deployed.
[0052] The delivery configuration of the barbs 230 may
be substantially perpendicular to the deployment config-
uration of the barbs 230. Additionally, the barbs 230 may
be arcuate when in the deployment configuration, tor ex-
ample as shown in Figures 21 and 23. It is further con-
templated that the barbs 230 may constitute a helical
structure configured to be driven into the connection

channel wall structure 25 when the barb is rotated about
its longitudinal axis (Figure 27). The helical structure may
pierce adjacent native leaflets and/or chords (e.g. a first
portion and a second portion) to secure the adjacent na-
tive leaflets and/or chords together, as shown in Figure
27. The helical structure may include a helical needle. In
some embodiments, a suture may be advanced from the
helical needle to secure the adjacent native leaflets
and/or chords together.
[0053] In some embodiments, the clamping member
80 may include a first set of barbs 233 configured to be
oriented toward an inflow side of the circumferential
groove 45 when the clamping member 80 at least partially
encircles the circumferential groove 45, as shown in Fig-
ure 26. Additionally or alternatively, the clamping mem-
ber 80 may include a second set of barbs 235 configured
to be oriented toward an outflow side of the circumferen-
tial groove 45 when the clamping member 80 at least
partially encircles the circumferential groove 45.
[0054] The inner member 210 may include one or more
slits 250 on an outer surface of the inner member 210.
Each barb 230 may be disposed within a slit 250 when
the barb 230 is in the delivery configuration. Therefore,
the inner member 210 may be configured to slide within
the outer tube 200 without interference from the barbs
230. Additionally or alternatively, the inner member 210
and/or the outer tube 200 may be coated with a lubricious
coating to facilitate the sliding of the inner member 210
relative to the outer tube 200.
[0055] A pusher tube 260 may be configured to push
and/or pull the inner member 210 in a longitudinal direc-
tion of or rotationally relative to the outer tube 200 to
deploy the barbs 230. It is also contemplated that the
pusher tube 260 may be configured to push and/or pull
the outer tube 200 in a longitudinal direction of or rota-
tionally to the inner member 210 to deploy the barbs 230.
As shown in Figures 25a-25c, for example, the pusher
tube 230 may be releasably attached to the inner member
210 through connection 270. In some embodiments, the
connection 270 may include a first connection link 280
on the pusher tube 260 that is releasably coupled to a
second connection link 290 on the pusher tube 260.
Therefore, the pusher tube 260 may selectively push
and/or pull the clamping member 80 when the first con-
nection link 280 is attached to the second connection link
290 to align the barbs 230 with openings 200 to deploy
the barbs 230. Additionally, the pusher tube 260 may be
selectively released from the inner member 210. In some
embodiments, the pusher tube 260 may be advanced
over the elongate outer member 75 to deploy the barbs
230. For example, the pusher tube 260 may be connected
to inner member 210 through connection 270 and ad-
vanced over the elongate outer member 75 with the
clamping member 80.
[0056] The barbs 230 may be configured to attach to
the projections 50 and/or 55 to secure the prosthesis 1
to the portions of native valve leaflets and/or chords. For
example, as shown in Figures 26 and 27. the first set of
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barbs 233 may be disposed through projections 55 and
the second set of barbs 235 may be disposed through
projections 50. As shown in
[0057] Figures 26 and 27, the shape of the barbs 230
secures the barbs 230 to the projections 50, 55. It is fur-
ther contemplated that other well-known attachment
means may be used to secure the barbs 230 to the pro-
jections 50, 50, for example, including but not limited to,
sutures, adhesive, clamps, etc.
[0058] The circumferential opening of the groove 45
may be defined by an indent in a side surface of the tu-
bular body 30, and the groove 45 may be larger than a
maximum outer diameter of the clamping member 80, as
shown in Figures 26 and 27. Therefore, the attachment
of the barbs 230 to the portions of native valve leaflets
and/or chords may secure the prosthesis 1 to the portions
of native valve leaflets and/or chords. Withdrawal of the
barbs 230 away from and out of the portions of native
leaflets and/or chords may thus cause the prosthesis 1
to no longer be secured to the portions of native valve
leaflets and/or chords.
[0059] In embodiments, when partially deployed, such
that the outflow end but not the inflow end is deployed
from a delivery catheter, the tubular body 30 may form a
frustoconical shape that slopes radially outward from the
circumferential groove 45 and toward the outflow end.
For example, the tubular body 30 may slope radially out-
ward approximately 2° - 45° with regard to a longitudinal
center axis of the tubular body 30 when partially de-
ployed. In embodiments, the tubular body 30 may slope
approximately 5° - 30°, or approximately 10° - 20°, or
approximately 15 with regard to the longitudinal center
axis of the tubular body.
[0060] In the partially deployed state, the elongate out-
er member 75 maybe slid along the tubular body 30 to
guide tissue of wall structure 25 (e.g., native valve leaflets
and/or chords) into the circumferential groove 45. For
example, the elongate outer member 75 may slide in a
direction moving radially inward along the slope of the
tubular body 30 from an outflow end of the tubular body
toward an inflow end of the tubular body 30 and into cir-
cumferential groove 45. When sliding along the frusto-
conical shape of the partially deployed tubular body 30,
the elongate outer member 75 may be disposed outside
the wall structure 25 and therefore slide along the tubular
body 30 and along the wall structure 25. Therefore, elon-
gate outer member 75 may move the native valve leaflets
and/or chords of the wall structure 25 into the circumfer-
ential groove 45 such that the native valve leaflets and/or
chords are disposed between the tubular body 30 and
elongate outer member 75 (Figure 10c). This may trap
the native valve leaflets and/or chords within the circum-
ferential groove 45.
[0061] Figure 6c shows a schematic cross sectional
view of the tubular body 30 and the clamping member
80 similar to the cross section C-C in Figure 4, however
additionally showing heart tissue of the connection chan-
nel wall structure 25 that is not shown in Figure 4. In

Figure 6c, the positions of the first or second pluralities
of projections 50, 55 are indicated by dots 50, 55. As can
be seen from Figure 6c, the heart tissue of the connection
channel wall structure 25 is located inside the circumfer-
ential groove 45 radially between the groove bottom 46
of the tubular body 30 and a diameter that is defined by
the free ends 60, 65 of the first and/or the second plurality
of projections 50, 55. It can be seen from Figure 6c that
the clamping member 80 is elastically strained by the
tissue of the connection channel wall structure 25 and in
turn exerts a force that presses the tissue of the connec-
tion channel wall structure 25 against the free ends 60,
65. Arrows 85 indicate the forces that are caused by the
clamping member 80 and that act upon the tissue of the
connection channel wall structure 25 in the groove 45.
[0062] With reference, e.g., to Figures 6c and 6d, which
show only one clamping member 80, there may also,
e.g., be two or more clamping members 80 arranged in
the groove 45 which are arranged in parallel to each other
and/or which are arranged sequentially in a circumferen-
tial direction, with for example a circumferential distance
therebetween or abutting each other, of the tubular body
30. For example, there may be two clamping members
80 abutting each other and a third clamping member 80
that has an angular distance from the two clamping mem-
bers 80 that are abutting each other may also be arranged
in the groove 45. Clamping members 80 may, e.g., be
positioned on diametrically opposite sides of the groove
45. These two or more (e.g.. 3 to 5) clamping members
80 may all have the same cross-sectional diameter D2
or may each have different cross-sectional diameters.
The clamping members SO may all have the same lon-
gitudinal length or may have different longitudinal lengths
(e.g., in a circumferential direction of tubular body 30).
Clamping members 80 may be designed and arranged
so that the tubular body 30 is firmly held in place accord-
ing to the specific tissue structure and conditions of the
connection channel wall structure 25 of a specific heart
(e.g., of a patient). They may, e.g., be specifically chosen
and arranged by an operator or surgeon to firmly hold
the tubular body 30 in place according to local conditions.
The respective clamping member 80 may have a shape
other than a tubular shape, such as a block-shape, a
cubic-shape or a ball-shape.
[0063] The force acting on the tissue of the connection
channel wall structure 25 may be increased when the
clamping member 80 is used together with the elongate
outer member 75. thereby further improving the connec-
tion between the transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 and
the connection channel wall structure 25. In this case, an
elastic force originating from the clamping member 80
pointing from the axis 35 outwards, and a force originating
from the elongate outer member 75 pointing inwards to
the axis 35, act upon tissue of the connection channel
wall structure 25, thereby holding the prosthesis 1 firmly
in its intended position in the connection channel 10.
However, the valve prosthesis 1 may be used without
the clamping member 80 and the elongate outer member
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75 as well (i.e., by itself), or together with only one (any
one) of them. A prosthesis 1 not comprising a plurality of
projections 50, 55 may be fixed by clamping member 80
and/or elongate outer member 75, e.g., when the elon-
gate outer member 75 and/or the clamping member 80
are/is generally rigid, e.g., when comprising or being an
inflatable balloon that is filled with a substance giving it
rigidity caused by a pressure or by a curing of that sub-
stance. If present, that substance can cure within a limited
amount of time, with the injection of an additional agent
(e.g.. a reticulating agent), with application of heat or en-
ergy, It can be, for example, PMMA (Poly Methyl Meth-
acrylate), different epoxies, polyurethane, or a blend of
polyurethane silicone. It can be strengthened, for exam-
ple with the addition of reinforcement fibers (e.g., polyar-
amid such as kevlar®, carbon).
[0064] Clamping member 80 may be made from a
mesh-type structure as shown in Figures 4 and 5 and
may comprise an inner lumen. The mesh may be made
from metal or organic material or other material. The
mesh of clamping member 80 may be made, e.g., from
iron, nickel, aluminum and/or titanium and/or alloys of
these metals and other elements. The mesh may be
made, e.g., from steel (e.g., spring steel), and/or a su-
peralloy and/or shape memory alloy (such as, e.g., niti-
nol), Ti6Al4V, and/or a precious metal like gold, or any
combination of those and/or other materials. The mesh
of clamping member 80 may also be made from poly-
mers, e.g., from polypropylene or polyvinylchloride, pol-
yethylene or nylon. Of course, the mesh may also be
made from combinations of these materials. i.e., it may
be made from two or more different materials. In embod-
iments, the clamping member can be an expandable
stent-graft made with a steel or nitinol stent covered with
a polyester or PTE (polyethylene terephthalate) graft ma-
terial, such as Dacron®, or an ePTFE (expanded Poly
Tetra Fluoro Ethylene) graft material. The mesh of clamp-
ing member 80 may also or additionally comprise any
material that has been described with reference to the
mesh elements 33 of the tubular body 30 and/or with
reference to the elongate member 75, and the clamping
member 80 may be designed and a material for it may
be chosen so as to create a high elastic force to press
the tissue of the connection channel wall structure 25
against the projections 50, 55. Clamping member 80 may
be provided with hooks or barbs to create an attachment
to tubular body 30.
[0065] Clamping member 80 and/or elongate outer
member 75 may comprise an inflatable inner member
(not shown). The inflatable inner member may be dis-
posed in an inner lumen of the clamping member 80 and
may be inflated so as to increase diameter D2 of clamping
member 80, thereby pressing tissue of the connection
channel wall structure 25 against the projections 50, 55
(either from an inner side if the clamping member 80 is
arranged in the hollow chamber 66 or from an outer side
if the clamping member 80 is arranged at an outer side
of the connection channel wall structure 25). The inner

member may be inflated by the operator using a tubing
and fluid (gas or liquid) from an external pressure source,
e.g., a syringe, a fluid bottle or a pump located outside
the body. The clamping member 80 may be an inflatable
member 80 that presses tissue of the connection channel
wall structure 25 against the projections 55, 55 when in-
flated. Both the inflatable inner member and the inflatable
member 80 may be made from a fluid tight, pressure
resistant material, e.g., a material or polymer as de-
scribed above with reference to the clamping member
80, or any other suitable material. With reference to, e.g..
Figs. 11a-11d, the inflatable member may comprise an
aperture 76 (e.g.. a valve, e.g., an opening) through which
a substance (e.g., via a delivery tube (not shown)) may
be delivered into the inflatable member and/or out of the
inflatable member. The aperture 76 may selectively per-
mit the transmission of a substance (i.e., have an "open-
state") or may block the transmission of a substance (i.e.,
have a "closed-state"). The aperture 76 may serve to fill
the inflatable member or to un-fill (e.g., to empty) the
inflatable member in order to change a cross-sectional
diameter of the inflatable member. The clamping member
80 and/or the elongate outer member 75 may be made
of an elastic material (e.g., a polymer and/or a metal)
and/or may be filled with a compressible (e.g., elastic)
substance (e.g., a gas and/or a foam material and/or a
hydrogel) to provide a damping/cushioning functionality.
A substance for filling the inflatable member may be a
gas, a liquid or any other substance and/or may be a
substance that changes its phase (e.g., gas, liquid, solid)
when in the inflatable member (the substance may, e.g.,
change from liquid phase to a generally solid phase). The
substance may be a substance that is capable of curing
and/or hardening when disposed in the inflatable mem-
ber so as to provide a generally rigid clamping member
80 and/or elongate outer member 75.
[0066] Clamping member 80 may apply a force to the
opposite side walls 48, 49 of groove 45, for instance upon
radial expansion relative to its longitudinal axis. This force
may increase or decrease the distance between body
sections 31 and 32 and/or the distance between axial
ends (with respect to axis 35) of the tubular body 30.
Tubular body 30 may be made to be elastic (e.g., com-
prising a mesh structure and/or an elastic material). The
force exerted by clamping member 80 may result in an
expansion or reduction of a perimeter of the groove bot-
tom 46 along a circumference of groove 45 and/or in an
expansion or reduction of diameter R1 of the tubular body
30 at an axial height (with respect to axis 35) of groove
45 respectively. The clamping member 80 and/or the
elongate outer member 75 (which may be the same mem-
ber or may be separate members) may also not produce
a force in a radial direction and/or a longitudinal direction
of the tubular body 30 with respect to its longitudinal axis
35. Accordingly, the clamping member 80 and/or the
elongate outer member 75 may act as a displacement
member by displacing tissue of the connection channel
10 without exerting a clamping force to the tubular body
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30 but by providing a mere interference fit between the
circumferential wall structure 25 of the connection chan-
nel 10, the clamping member 80 and/or the tubular body
30 in addition or as an alternative to, e.g., tissue being
pierced by projections of the first 50 and/or second plu-
rality of projections 55.
[0067] The clamping member 80 and/or elongate outer
member 75 may be located only partially radially inwards
of the first 50 and/or second 55 plurality of projections
and may be located so as to be pierced by any one or
both pluralities of projections 50 so as to be held relative
to the tubular body 30. The elongate outer member 75
and/or clamping member 80 may be pierced by only one
plurality of projections 50, 55 and the other plurality of
projections may not pierce the clamping member
80/elongate outer member 75 (or, the other plurality of
projections may not be provided in case of a prosthesis
1 only comprising one plurality of projections (on one side
of the groove 45)). The plurality of projections 50 and/or
55 may pierce the clamping member 80 so that the re-
spective free ends 60, 65 of the projections 50. 55 end
inside the clamping member 80 or so that the free ends
60, 65 of the respective projections 50, 55 penetrate
through the clamping member 80 and exit from the clamp-
ing member so that the respective free ends 60, 65 may
be located outside the clamping member 80.
[0068] With reference to Figure 10b, the elongate outer
member 75 and/or the clamping member 80 may be pro-
vided in the groove 45 radially inwards of the projections
50. 55 so that the elongate outer member 75 and/or the
clamping member 80 is not pierced by the projections
50, 55. In embodiments, the clamping member 80 may
trap at least portions of native valve leaflets and/or chords
within the circumferential groove 45 defined by the tubu-
lar body 30 and the first plurality of projections 50 and/or
the second plurality of projections 55. For example, the
native valve leaflets and/or chords may be disposed be-
tween the clamping member 80 and the second plurality
of projections 55 within circumferential groove 45. The
elongate outer member 75/clamping member 80 may be
held by a mere interference fit or a frictional/interference
fit between the groove 45. the tissue of the connection
channel wall structure 25 and or projections 50, 55 in the
groove 45 (e.g., when inflated, e.g., when expanded).
Further, as schematically shown in Fig. 10b, the elongate
outer member 75/clamping member 80 may have a cross
sectional shape that is substantially elliptical or has any
other shape, such as a triangular, rectangular or polyg-
onal shape. The substantially elliptical shape of the elon-
gate outer member 75/clamping member 80 that is
shown in Fig. 10b may be caused by the design of the
elongate outer member 75/clamping member 80, e.g.,
when it is provided with a tubular structure having a sub-
stantially elliptical shape (e.g., when expanded), or it may
be caused by anisotropic forces acting upon elongate
outer member 75/clamping member 80 caused, e.g., by
the projections 50, 55, the tissue of the circumferential
wall structure 25 and/or groove 45. That is, the elongate

outer member 75/clamping member 80 may have a sub-
stantially round cross section when no external forces
act upon it and may assume a different shape (e.g., el-
liptical), when implanted (and, e.g., expanded).
[0069] With reference to. e.g., Fig. 10c, an expandable
and or reducible elongate outer member 75 (e.g., clamp-
ing member 80) may have a diameter D2 that may be
larger than width W1 of circumferential groove 45 when
expanded so that the elongate outer member 75 may
extend out of the groove 45 and may occupy a space
between the circumferential wall structure 25 and tissue
forming a heart chamber (e.g., the ventricular chamber
20 and/or atrial chamber 15), i.e., the elongate outer
member 75 may form a shape arranged between (e.g.,
abutting) the connection channel wall structure 25 and
tissue/muscles of a heart chamber wall (e.g., of ventricu-
lar chamber 20) when expanded (e.g., fully expanded).
Accordingly, the elongate outer member 75 may be lo-
cated (e.g., partially, e.g., a part thereof) radially outside
(with respect to axis 35) the circumferential groove 45
and may extend parallel to axis 35 along one or both
body sections 31 , 32 (e.g., along second body section
32) of tubular body 30 while being (e.g.. partially, e.g.. a
part of elongate outer member 75) located radially out-
side groove 45. Accordingly, the elongate member 75
may comprise an angularly shaped (e.g., substantially
describing an angle of about 90°) cross section with a
first angular leg 75a that may extend with respect to axis
35 generally radially into the groove 45, and a second
angular leg 75b mat may extend generally parallel to axis
35 of the tubular body 30 on an outside of the tubular
body 30 (e.g., along first body section 31 and/or second
body section 32). That is. the elongate outer member 75
(e.g., second angular leg 75b thereof) may be disposed
between the first 31 and/or second 32 body section and
tissue/muscle forming a wall of a heart chamber such as
the ventricular chamber 20 and/or atrial chamber 15.
While in Fig. 10a-c the elongate outer member 75/clamp-
ing member 80 is only shown on one side of the prosthe-
sis 1, it may also extend fully or partially (as shown, e.g.,
in Fig. 11a-d) around the prosthesis 1 (e.g., the circum-
ferential groove 45). The elongate outer member
75/clamping member 80 may comprise free ends 77, 78
(e.g., two free ends 77. 78) in a direction of a central-
longitudinal axis that may be non-connected and/or not
abutting each other, i.e., spaced away from each other.
The free ends 77, 78 may have an angular distance from
each other (e.g.. in the groove 45, e.g., when inflated in
the groove 45) defined by an angle of. e.g., less than
180°, less than 90°, less than 45° or less than 10° with
respect to axis 35. The aperture 76 may be provided on
one of these free ends 77, 78 or an aperture 76 may be
provided on each of the free ends 77. 7S. When the elon-
gate outer member 75/clamping member 80 only extends
partially around circumferential groove 45 and accord-
ingly comprises free ends, it may have a rigidity caused
by a substance, e.g., by a curing substance (that may be
cured).
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[0070] A shown in Figures 15a, 15b, and 15c, the
clamping member 80 may be guided over the elongate
outer member 75 and into the circumferential groove by
an insertion member 130. For example, insertion mem-
ber 130 may be connected to clamping member 80 with
a releasable coupling member 133. The insertion mem-
ber 130 may be configured to push the clamping member
80 into circumferential groove 45 and over elongate outer
member 75. In embodiments, the insertion member 130
may be configured to pull the clamping member 80. The
coupling member 133 may include an interference fit be-
tween the clamping member 80 and the insertion mem-
ber 130, or for example, the coupling member 133 may
include a luer lock, or any suitable releasable latch. The
coupling member 133 may be configured to selectively
release the clamping member 80 from the insertion mem-
ber 130 and/or may be configured to selectively re-attach
the clamping member 80 to the insertion member 130.
[0071] The clamping member 80/elongate outer mem-
ber 75 (e.g., when it comprises an elastic and/or com-
pressible material, e.g., as described above) may serve
to dampen movement of the heart (e.g., caused by the
beating heart, e.g., pulse) by acting as a dampening
and/or cushioning member between the heart (e.g., a
heart chamber) and the prosthesis 1 (e.g., tubular body
30) to further improve the fixation of the prosthesis 1 rel-
ative in the heart by reducing forces caused by the beat-
ing heart acting on the prosthesis 1 by dampening these
forces. Accordingly, the clamping member 80/elongate
outer member 75 may absorb movements (e.g., of the
ventricular wall (e.g., of the papillary muscle of the ven-
tricular chamber 20) to reduce or avoid pulsation of the
prosthesis 1. The clamping member 80 may serve to
maintain a distance of the prosthesis 1 from tissue of the
heart (e.g., from a wall of the ventricular chamber 20
and/or the atrial chamber15) and thereby improve place-
ment and/or fixation of the prosthesis 1. Accordingly, the
elongate outer member 75 and/or the clamping member
80 may serve as a damping member and/or a spacer
member. The clamping member 80 and/or the elongate
outer member 75 and hence, the groove 45, may be ar-
ranged on a side of the ventricular chamber when seen
from the annulus of the natural valve having a distance
from the annulus.
[0072] The shape of a cross section of tubular body 30
across its longitudinal axis (e.g., axis 35) may vary. Cath-
eter member 90 may comprise or provide a piercing com-
ponent that can be positioned through the connection
channel wall structure 25 (e.g., from an outside of con-
nection channel wall structure 25) and through the tubular
body 30 in substantially diametrically opposite positions
relatively to an axial (with respect to axis 35) cross sec-
tion. The piercing component may be hollow and enable
placement of an anchor on connection channel wall struc-
ture 25 at the distal position of a diameter of the connec-
tion channel wall structure 25 relatively to catheter mem-
ber 90. Said anchor may be attached to a longitudinal
end of a longitudinal component (e.g., a tether), which in

turn may be provided with a second anchor on its other
longitudinal end. The second anchor may be placed by
the piercing component upon retrieval of the piercing
component from the connection channel wall structure
25 at the proximal end (relative to catheter member 90)
of said diameter on connection channel wall structure 25.
The length of said longitudinal component can be de-
signed to be under tension from forces acting on the lon-
gitudinal component induced by the first and second an-
chors, so as to create a deformation of tubular body 30
in a substantially elliptical shape, e.g., the longitudinal
component may be shorter than a diameter of the tubular
body 30 when no external forces act upon tubular body
30. The longitudinal component may be placed across
an inner lumen of tubular body 30 in a position where it
does not interfere with the function of valve 40, e.g.. be
geometrically spaced away from the valve 40. It may be
small enough to avoid significant interference with blood
flow through tubular body 30. e.g., may have a radius or
a diameter ranging from 100 mm to 1000 mm.
[0073] In embodiments, the transcatheter valve pros-
thesis 1 may include fabric 120 disposed at least partially
around the tubular body. For example, as shown in Fig-
ures 16a and 16b, the fabric 120 may be disposed around
an outer circumference of tubular body 30 and over sec-
ond end 69 of projection 55 such that the fabric forms a
pouch 22 between the tubular body 30 and projection 55.
The pouch 122 serves to prevent tissue and/or the clamp-
ing member 80 from sliding down too far between the
tubular body and projection 55. For example, the pouch
122 may correspond to chamber 66 disposed between
tubular body 30 and projections 50 and/or 55. In embod-
iments, the tubular body 30 may include the second plu-
rality of projections 55 and the fabric 120 may be dis-
posed over the second end 69 of the second plurality of
projections 55 (Figure 16b). In embodiments, the fabric
120 may be disposed over both the first and second plu-
rality of projections 50, 55.
[0074] The fabric 120 may comprise liner 33b, as de-
scribed above, and may include a first end 124 attached
to the inflow end of the tubular body 30 and a second
end 126 as shown in Figures 16a and 16b. The fabric
120 between the first end 124 and the second end 126
may include sufficient slack to form pouch 122. In em-
bodiments, the second end 126 may be attached to the
tubular body 30 in a vicinity of the outflow end of the
tubular body 30. Alternatively, the second end 126 of the
fabric 120 may be attached to the second end 69 of a
projection 50. 55. as shown in Figures 17a, 17b, 17c.
17d, and 17e. The second end 126 may be attached at
a very distal end of second end 69 (Figure 17a), or the
second end 126 may be attached at a connection point
167 that is adjacent to the very distal end of second end
69 (Figures 17c and 17d). The fabric 120 may be attached
to the tubular body 30 or projection 50, 55 by, for example,
sutures, adhesives, clamps, or any attachment means
known in the art. In embodiments, the second end 126
may be unattached to the tubular body 30 and include a
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free end, as shown in Figure 18. The free end of second
end 126 may extend substantially the entire length of
stent 30 (Figures 16a, 16b. and 18), or the free end of
second end 126 may be shorter than the length of the
stent, for example as shown in Figures 17b-17e. In other
embodiments, the length of second end 126 may be
shorter or longer than the embodiments shown in Figures
16a through Figure 18.
[0075] The fabric 120 may include one or more seg-
ments of material. In embodiments, the fabric 120 in-
cludes one segment of material that completely circum-
scribes the tubular body 30. In embodiments, the fabric
120 may include multiple segments, for example, two,
four, or six. The segments may be spaced apart, provid-
ing gaps between adjacent segments. Alternatively or in
addition, some or all adjacent segments may overlap.
The fabric 120 maybe continuous with, for example, liner
33b (Figure 6a). The fabric 120 may be made from pol-
yester fabric (e.g., DACRON® or other PTFE graft ma-
terial).
[0076] Elongate outer member 75 and clamping mem-
ber 80 may be moved into the pouch 122 and trap tissue
within the pouch 122, for example as shown in Figure
17e. Movement of the elongate outer member and/or
clamping member 80 into the pouch 122 may provide
tension on fabric 120, causing the fabric 120 to be taut.
Thereby, the tissue may be trapped between the tubular
body 30 and the projection 55. The fabric 120 may then
located between the tubular body 30 and the trapped
portions of tissue (e.g., native valve leaflets and/or
chords), and between the trapped portions of tissue and
the projection 55.
[0077] In embodiments, the fabric 120 may be attached
to tubular body 30 with sufficient slack to form a pouch,
but the pouch 122 may not be formed until elongate outer
member 75 and/or clamping member 80 is/are moved
into contact with the fabric 120 between the tubular body
30 and the projection 55. Then the elongate outer mem-
ber 75 and/or clamping member 80 forms the pouch 122
such that the size of the pouch 122 corresponds to the
size of the elongate outer member 75 and/or clamping
member 80.
[0078] As shown in Figures 26 and 27, the barbs 230
may be configured to at least partially pierce through fab-
ric 120 when the barbs 230 pierce the portions of native
valve leaflets and/or chords. The piercing of the fabric
120 by barbs 230 may help to secure the prosthesis to
the native valve leaflets and/or chords.
[0079] All embodiments of the transcatheter valve
prosthesis 1 may comprise positioning and/or orientation
devices to facilitate relative and/or absolute positioning
of the tubular body 30 and/or the elongate outer member
75 and/or the clamping member 80. These devices may
include passive markers that are fixedly attached to the
tubular body 30 and/or the elongate outer member 75
and/or the clamping member 80. The passive markers
may be made from materials different from the materials
of the tubular body 30 and/or the elongate outer member

75 and/or the clamping member SO in order to improve
contrast during medical imaging, e.g.. using magnetic
resonance or X-ray based imaging techniques. The pas-
sive markers may, e.g., be made of highly radio-opaque
materials thereby allowing one to precisely acquire the
relative and/or absolute position of the components of
the transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 with respect to the
patient’s body. The passive markers may each have an
asymmetrical shape so as to allow identification of the
absolute and/or relative position and orientation and
thereby the position and orientation of the tubular body
30 and/or the elongate outer member 75 and/or the
clamping member 80. The passive markers may have
an identical shape and may be arranged in a certain con-
figuration relative to each other to allow recognition of
the orientation. The circumferential groove 45 of the tu-
bular body 30 and/or the tubular body 30 and/or the elon-
gate outer member 75 and/or the clamping member 80
may have passive markers fixedly attached to facilitate
positioning them relative to each other using imaging
techniques, e.g., passive markers made of highly radio-
opaque materials when imaging techniques based on
electro-magnetic radiation (e.g., X-ray imaging) are
used. In addition and/or as an alternative, the circumfer-
ential groove 45 and/or other parts/components of the
tubular body 30 and/or the elongate outer member 75
and/or the clamping member 80 may be made from radio-
opaque materials.
[0080] A method for using a transcatheter prosthesis
1 as described above may comprise:
[0081] - Placing the transcatheter valve prosthesis 1
within an atrio-ventricular valve, e.g., in a mitral or a tri-
cuspid valve of a human or animal heart, via an insertion
catheter. The transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 may, e.g.,
be placed in a connection channel wall structure 25 be-
tween a ventricular chamber 20 and an atrial chamber
15 as shown in Figure 1.
[0082] To place transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 within
the heart valve, the following approaches may be applied:
1) an arterial retrograde approach entering the heart cav-
ity over the aorta, 2) through a venous access and
through a puncture through the inter atrial septum (trans-
septal approach), 3) over a puncture through the apex
of the heart (trans-apical approach), 4) over a puncture
through the atrial wall from outside the heart, 5) arterial
access (e.g., from the femoral artery through a puncture
in the groin), or 6) any other approach known to a skilled
person. The approach to the valve is facilitated as the
tubular body 30 is radially compressible and extendable
and may, e.g., be folded and stuffed in a catheter during
approach and may be unfolded/extended when within
the circumferential connection channel wall structure 25.
The transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 may include the
clamping member 80 or the clamping member 80 may
be inserted separately via one of the mentioned ap-
proaches (e.g., using a catheter) so as to be placed in
the circumferential groove 45 of the tubular body 30 when
the tubular body 30 is located in the connection channel
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wall structure 25. The clamping member 80 may be com-
pressible and expandable.
[0083] -Fixing the transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 in
the heart relative to the valve.
[0084] For functional replacement of a heart valve, the
transcatheter valve prosthesis 1 is fixed relative to the
connection channel wall structure 25 and sealed against
blood flow on the exterior of the transcatheter valve pros-
thesis 1 in the connection channel wall structure 25. To
achieve this, tissue of the connection channel wall struc-
ture 25 adjacent to the circumferential groove 45 may be
forced or placed inside the circumferential groove 45 to
engage radially below the first 50 and second 55 plural-
ities of projections whereby the tissue is prevented from
slipping out of the groove 45 by the first 50 and/or second
55 plurality of projections, wherein the free ends 60, 65
of the first 50 and/or second plurality 55 of projections
may penetrate the tissue. The tissue of the connection
channel wall structure 25 may be (completely) perforat-
ed, or for example partially perforated, by the projections
50, 55 and may thereby be prevented from slipping out
of the circumferential groove 45. The clamping member
80 or two or more clamping members 80 may be provided
in the circumferential groove 45 to actively press tissue
of the connection channel wall structure 25 against the
free ends 60. 65 so as to interlock the tissue with the free
ends 60, 65. This results in the transcatheter valve pros-
thesis 1 being held in place more firmly and sealed
against blood flow between the exterior of the tubular
body 30 and the connection channel wall structure 25.
[0085] To place tissue in the circumferential groove 45
of the tubular body 30, a method for using a transcatheter
valve prosthesis 1 may comprise using an elongate outer
member 75 to radially and inwardly force tissue of die
connection channel wall structure 25 into the circumfer-
ential groove 45 (which may or may not comprise a
clamping member 80). With reference to Figure 3, the
elongate outer member 75 may be disposed at an exterior
of the connection channel wall structure 25 at a level of
the circumferential groove 45. Then, with further refer-
ence to Figure 6b, a distance R5 between the elongate
outer member 75 and the axis 35 of the tubular body is
reduced (that means that also a distance between the
bottom 46 of the circumferential groove 45 of the tubular
body 30 and the elongate outer member 75 is reduced)
so as to force tissue of the connection channel wall struc-
ture 25 into the circumferential groove 45 to fix the tissue
in the circumferential groove 45. In embodiments, the
elongate outer member 75 slides along the slope of a
partially deployed tubular body 30 to force tissue of the
connection wall structure 25 into the circumferential
groove 45. The elongate outer member 75 may be han-
dled via a catheter member 90 and an approach as de-
scribed in relation to the transcatheter valve prosthesis
1 or any other approach may be used in order to bring
the elongate outer member 75 into the vicinity of the con-
nection channel wall structure 25.
[0086] After the elongate outer member 75 is disposed

within the circumferential groove 45 so as to fix tissue
with the groove 45 and the tubular body 30 is fully de-
ployed, the clamping member 80 may be guided along
the elongate outer member 75 such that the clamping
member 80 is disposed over and coaxial with the loop of
the elongate outer member 75 within groove 45. For ex-
ample, the clamping member 80 may be advanced be-
tween at least two stent struts 107 and/or projections on
the tubular body 30 in order to be slid over the elongate
outer member 75. The clamping member 80 may then
trap the tissue (e.g., native valve leaflets and/or chords)
within the circumferential groove 45. In embodiments, an
insertion member 130 may push the clamping member
80 between the stent struts 107 and over the elongate
outer member 75. A coupling member 133 may release
the insertion member 130 from the clamping member 80.
[0087] In embodiments, the clamping member 80 may
be moved into the circumferential groove 45 when the
tubular body 30 is partially deployed. For example, when
the outflow end but not the inflow end of the tubular body
30 is deployed from a delivery catheter such that the cir-
cumferential opening of groove 45 is relatively larger (as
compared to when the tubular body 30 is fully deployed),
the clamping member 80 may be moved into the circum-
ferential groove 45. The clamping member 80 may be
slid along the tubular body 30 (for example, in a direction
from the outflow end toward the inflow end of the tubular
body 30) into the circumferential groove 45 to trap tissue
within the groove.
[0088] When the tissue of the connection channel wall
structure 25 is held in the circumferential groove 45 by
the projections 50, 55, the elongated member 75 (and
the catheter member 90) may be removed from the heart
or, as shown illustratively in Figure 7, the connecting
means 91 of the catheter member 90 may be used in
order to permanently connect two (free) ends of the elon-
gate outer member 75 together and optionally cut the
ends so that elongate outer member 75 remains perma-
nently on the exterior of a connection channel wall struc-
ture 25 on a level of the circumferential groove 45 of the
tubular body 30 so as to additionally hold tissue of the
connection channel wall structure 25 in the circumferen-
tial groove 45.
[0089] In embodiments, elongate outer member 75
may radially and inwardly force tissue of connection
channel wall structure 25 into contact with fabric 120 and
between the tubular body 30 and the projection 55. This
movement of elongate outer member 75 may guide na-
tive valve leaflets and/or chords into circumferential
groove 45, wherein the circumferential groove 45 is
formed between the tubular body 30 and the projection
55. Movement of elongate outer member 75 into circum-
ferential groove 45 may guide the native valve leaflets
and/or chords into contact with fabric 120 to form pouch
122. The fabric 120 may thus change from slack to taut
to form pouch 122. The clamping member 80 may further
be advanced into pouch 122 to trap the tissue within
pouch 122.
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[0090] In embodiments, the insertion member 130 may
push the clamping member 80 into the circumferential
groove 45 and over the elongate outer member 75. For
example, the insertion member 130 may push the clamp-
ing member 80 between at least two stent struts 107 and
into the circumferential groove 45. The coupling member
133 may selectively release the clamping member 80
from the insertion tube 130 after the clamping member
80 is within the circumferential groove 45 (Figure 15c).
In embodiments, releasing and removing the elongate
outer member 75 from the tubular body 30 releases the
clamping member 80 from the insertion member 130.
The clamping member 80 and the insertion member 130
may be re-attached with the coupling member 130 after
the step of releasing the clamping member 80 from the
insertion member 130. The clamping member 80 may
then be repositioned within the patient. Additionally, the
tubular body 30 and elongate outer member 75 may also
be repositioned within the patient. After re-positioning the
clamping member 80 within the patient, the coupling
member 133 may re-release the clamping member 80
from the insertion member 130.
[0091] A method for using the transcatheter atrio-ven-
tricular prosthesis 1 may result in the transcatheter valve
prosthesis 1 being fixed to the connection channel wall
structure 25 and being firmly held in place via the tissue
that is held in the circumferential groove 45 by the free
ends 60, 65, optionally supported by the clamping mem-
ber 80 and/or the permanently disposed elongate outer
member 75.
[0092] A method for using the transcatheter atrio-ven-
tricular prosthesis 1 may also result in fixation of tubular
body 30 to the connection channel wall structure 25 with
minimal occlusion of the patient’s valve. For example,
the elongate outer member 75 may be advanced to the
patient’s native valve within a first delivery catheter, for
example through the patient’s femoral artery. The elon-
gate outer member 75 may form a loop around the pa-
tient’s native valve without substantially occluding the
valve. The tubular body 30 may be advanced to the pa-
tient’s native valve within a second delivery catheter, for
example through the patient’s atrial wall. The tubular
body 30 may be partially deployed from the second de-
livery catheter such that the outflow end but not the inflow
end of the tubular body 30 is deployed from the second
delivery catheter. Only for the brief time that the tubular
body 30 is partially deployed, the patient’s native valve
may be substantially occluded. The elongate outer mem-
ber 75 may then move into the circumferential groove 45
when the tubular body is partially deployed, and thereby
move the patient’s native valve leaflets and/or chords
into the groove 45. Once the tubular body 30 is fully de-
ployed, the patient’s native valve may no longer be sub-
stantially occluded. Therefore, the method may include
only substantially occluding the native valve only when
the tubular body 30 is partially deployed and not yet an-
chored in position by elongate outer member 75. Addi-
tionally, clamping member 80 may be advanced over the

elongate outer member 75 without substantially occlud-
ing the native valve. For example, as discussed above,
the clamping member may be advanced over the elon-
gate member 75 and around the fully deployed or partially
deployed tubular body 30.
[0093] Features of the transcather atrio-ventricular
valve prosthesis 1 and method steps involving the pros-
thesis that have been described herein (description
and/or figures and/or claims) referring to a transcather
atrio-ventricular valve prosthesis 1 comprising first 50
and second 55 pluralities of projections also apply to a
transcatheter atrio- ventricular valve prosthesis 1 com-
prising one plurality of projections (50, 55) and vice versa.
In particular, features described in the application (de-
scription, claims, figures) to further define the projections
of the first and second plurality of projections are also
applicable to only the first plurality of projections if, for
example, the valve prosthesis only comprises the first
plurality of projections. All features herein are disclosed
to be interchangeable between all embodiments of the
transcather atrio-ventricular valve prosthesis 1.

Claims

1. A system for implanting a heart valve, comprising:

a radially self-expandable tubular body (30) hav-
ing an inflow end and an outflow end and a pre-
formed groove (45) disposed at an outer surface
of the tubular body (30) between the inflow end
and the outflow end, the preformed groove (45)
extending at least partially around the tubular
body (30) and having a circumferential opening
facing radially outward of the tubular body (30)
and a groove bottom (46); wherein
the tubular body (30) further includes a plurality
of projections (50; 55) each of which having a
first end (67) connected to the tubular body (30)
and a second end (69) forming a free end (60;
65) unattached to the tubular body (30) and
overlapping with the groove (45); and wherein
the second end (69) of the projections (50; 55)
includes a substantially flat end (166) extending
in a direction parallel to a tangent (T) to the tu-
bular body (30);
a valve (40) disposed within and attached to the
tubular body (30); and
a trapping member (80) configured to be dis-
posed within die preformed groove (45) on the
outer surface of the tubular body (30), the trap-
ping member (80) configured to form at least a
partial loop around the tubular body (30), where-
in

(i) the circumferential opening of the pre-
formed groove (45) is relatively larger when
the outflow end of the tubular body (30) has
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been deployed from a catheter and the in-
flow end of the tubular body (30) is disposed
within the catheter, and
(ii) the circumferential opening of the pre-
formed groove (45) is relatively smaller
when the outflow end and the inflow end are
fully deployed from the catheter.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the trap-
ping member (80) is configured to trap heart tissue
(25) located in the groove (45) between the groove
bottom (46) and the projections (50, 55) such that
the heart tissue (25) is disposed between the tubular
body (30) and the trapping member (80) or the trap-
ping member (80) and the projections (50; 55).

3. The system according to claim 1, further including
an elongate outer member (75) configured to form a
loop encircling the preformed groove (45).

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein a cross-
sectional dimension of the trapping member (80) is
smaller than the relatively larger circumferential
opening and larger than the relatively smaller cir-
cumferential opening.

5. The system according to claim 2, wherein the heart
tissue (25) includes native valve leaflets and/or
chords.

6. The System according to claim 3, wherein the trap-
ping member (80) is disposed within the preformed
groove (45) over and coaxial with the loop of the
elongate outer member (75).

7. The System according to claim 5, wherein the native
valve leaflet tissue and/or chords is a portion of a
mitral valve or a tricuspid valve.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein System zum Implantieren einer Herzklappe, auf-
weisend
einen radial selbst-expandierbaren rohrförmigen
Körper (30), der ein Einström-Ende und ein Aus-
ström-Ende und eine vor-gebildete Nut (45) hat, die
an einer äußeren Fläche des rohrförmigen Körpers
(30) zwischen dem Einström-Ende und dem Aus-
ström-Ende angeordnet ist, wobei sich die vor-ge-
bildete Nut (45) mindestens teilweise um den rohr-
förmigen Körper (30) herum erstreckt und eine Um-
fang-Öffnung, die radial nach außen von dem rohr-
förmigen Körper (30) gewandt ist, und einen Nut-
Boden (46) hat,
wobei der rohrförmige Körper (30) ferner eine Mehr-
zahl von Vorsprüngen (50; 55) aufweist, welche je-
weils ein erstes Ende (67), das mit dem rohrförmigen

Körper (30) verbunden ist, und ein zweites Ende (69)
haben, das ein freies Ende (60; 65) bildet, das mit
dem rohrförmigen Körper (30) nicht verbunden ist
und mit der Nut (45) überlappt, und
wobei das zweite Ende (69) der Vorsprünge (50; 55)
ein im Wesentlichen flaches Ende (166) aufweist,
das sich in eine Richtung parallel zu einer Tangente
(T) an den rohrförmigen Körper (30) erstreckt,
eine Klappe (40), die innerhalb des rohrförmigen
Körpers (30) angeordnet ist und daran angebracht
ist, und
ein Fang-Element (80), das konfiguriert ist, um in-
nerhalb der vor-gebildeten Nut (45) an der äußeren
Fläche des rohrförmigen Körpers (30) angeordnet
zu sein, wobei das Fang-Element (80) konfiguriert
ist, um mindestens eine Teil-Schlaufe um den rohr-
förmigen Körper (30) herum zu bilden, wobei:

(i) die Umfang-Öffnung der vor-gebildeten Nut
(45) relativ größer ist, wenn das Ausström-Ende
des rohrförmigen Körpers (30) von einem Ka-
theter aus ausgebracht wurde und das Ein-
ström-Ende des rohrförmigen Körpers (30) in-
nerhalb des Katheters angeordnet ist, und
(ii) die Umfang-Öffnung der vor-gebildeten Nut
(45) relativ kleiner ist, wenn das Ausström-Ende
und das Einström-Ende von dem Katheter aus
voll ausgebracht sind.

2. System gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das Fang-Ele-
ment (80) konfiguriert ist, um Herzgewebe (25), das
sich in der Nut (45) befindet, zwischen dem Nut-Bo-
den (46) und den Vorsprüngen (50; 55) zu fangen,
so dass das Herzgewebe (25) angeordnet ist zwi-
schen dem rohrförmigen Körper (30) und dem Fang-
Element (80) oder zwischen dem Fang-Element (80)
und den Vorsprüngen (50; 55).

3. System gemäß Anspruch 1, ferner aufweisend ein
langgestrecktes Außen-Element (75), das konfigu-
riert ist, um eine Schlaufe zu bilden, die die vor-ge-
bildete Nut (45) rings um umgibt.

4. System gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei eine Querschnitt-
Abmessung des Fang-Elements (80) kleiner ist als
die relativ größere Umfang-Öffnung und größer ist
als die relativ kleinere Umfang-Öffnung.

5. System gemäß Anspruch 2, wobei das Herzgewebe
(25) native Klappen-Segel und/oder -Sehnen auf-
weist.

6. System gemäß Anspruch 3, wobei das Fang-Ele-
ment (80) angeordnet ist innerhalb der vor-gebilde-
ten Nut (45) über der und koaxial mit der Schlaufe
des langgestreckten Außen-Elements (75).

7. System gemäß Anspruch 5, wobei das native Klap-

35 36 



EP 3 110 368 B1

20

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

pen-Segel-Gewebe und/oder die nativen Klappen-
Sehnen ein Abschnitt von einer Mitralklappe oder
einer Trikuspidalklappe sind.

Revendications

1. Système pour implanter une valvule cardiaque
comprenant :

un corps tubulaire radialement auto-expansible
(30) ayant une extrémité d’entrée une extrémité
de sortie et une rainure préformée (45) disposée
au niveau d’une surface externe du corps tubu-
laire (30) entre l’extrémité d’entrée et l’extrémité
de sortie, la rainure préformée (45) s’étendant
au moins partiellement autour du corps tubulaire
(30) et ayant une ouverture circonférentielle
orientée radialement vers l’extérieur du corps
tubulaire (30) et un fond de rainure (46) ; dans
lequel :

le corps tubulaire (30) comprend en outre
une pluralité de saillies (50 ; 55), dont cha-
cune a une première extrémité (67) raccor-
dée au corps tubulaire (30) et une seconde
extrémité (69) formant une extrémité libre
(60 ; 65) non fixée au corps tubulaire (30)
et recouvrant la rainure (45) ; et dans lequel
la seconde extrémité (69) des saillies (50;
55) comprend une extrémité sensiblement
plate (166) s’étendant dans une direction
parallèle à une tangente (T) au corps tubu-
laire (30) ;
une valvule (40) disposée à l’intérieur de et
fixée au corps tubulaire (30) ; et
un élément de retenue (80) configuré pour
être disposé à l’intérieur de la rainure pré-
formée en matrice (45) sur la surface exter-
ne du corps tubulaire (30), l’élément de re-
tenue (80) étant configuré pour former au
moins une boucle partielle autour du corps
tubulaire (30), dans lequel :

(i) l’ouverture circonférentielle de la rai-
nure préformée (45) est relativement
plus grande lorsque l’extrémité de sor-
tie du corps tubulaire (30) a été dé-
ployée d’un cathéter et que l’extrémité
d’entrée du corps tubulaire (30) est dis-
posée à l’intérieur du cathéter, et
(ii) l’ouverture circonférentielle de la rai-
nure préformée (45) est relativement
plus petite lorsque l’extrémité de sortie
et l’extrémité d’entrée sont complète-
ment déployées du cathéter.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’élé-

ment de retenue (80) est configuré pour retenir le
tissu cardiaque (25) positionné dans la rainure (45)
entre le fond de rainure (46) et les saillies (50, 55)
de sorte que le tissu cardiaque (25) est disposé entre
le corps tubulaire (30) et l’élément de retenue (80)
ou l’élément de retenue (80) et les saillies (50 ; 55).

3. Système selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre un élément externe allongé (75) configuré pour
former une boucle encerclant la rainure préformée
(45).

4. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel une
dimension transversale de l’élément de retenue (80)
est inférieure à l’ouverture circonférentielle relative-
ment plus grande et supérieure à l’ouverture circon-
férentielle relativement plus petite.

5. Système selon la revendication 2, dans lequel le tis-
su cardiaque (25) comprend des feuillets et/ou des
cordes de valvule native.

6. Système selon la revendication 3, dans lequel l’élé-
ment de retenue (80) est disposé à l’intérieur de la
rainure préformée (45) sur et de manière coaxiale
par rapport à la boucle de l’élément externe allongé
(75).

7. Système selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le tis-
su de feuillet et/ou les cordes de valvule native font
partie d’une valvule mitrale ou d’une valvule tricus-
pide.
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