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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a standard signal generator for calibrating a converter of an electromagnetic
flowmeter.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] US 4 676 112 A discloses an electromagnetic flow meter designed for easy zero-point and span calibration for
the flow signal converter and confirmation of preset initial values without suspending the flow rate measurement.
[0003] Fig. 7A is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of an electromagnetic flowmeter of the related art. The
electromagnetic flowmeter includes a detector 1 and a converter 2. The detector 1 includes an excitation coil 10 that
generates a magnetic field, and a measurement tube 11 adapted for placement in the magnetic field generated from
the excitation coil 10, for detecting an electromotive force produced by a fluid under measurement flowing through the
magnetic field and outputting a flow rate signal that is proportional to the flow velocity of the fluid. The converter 2 supplies
an excitation current such as that illustrated in Fig. 7B to the excitation coil 10 of the detector 1, and converts the flow
rate signal input from the detector 1, such as that illustrated in Fig. 7C, into an analog signal or a digital signal indicating
the flow rate or flow velocity of the fluid.
[0004] The flow rate signal input from the detector 1 to the converter 2 is a minute signal on the order of microvolts
(mV), which may lead to deterioration in measurement accuracy due to aging of electrical components used in the
converter 2. To address the deterioration, the electromagnetic flowmeter is subjected to periodic calibration in the
following way with the use of a standard signal generator (hereinafter referred to as a "calibrator") at the site where the
electromagnetic flowmeter is installed (see Japanese Unexamined Utility Model Registration Application Publication No.
6-43521, Japanese Unexamined Utility Model Registration Application Publication No. 6-69743, and Japanese Unex-
amined Patent Application Publication No. 7-146165).
[0005] In the calibration operation, first, in place of the detector 1, a calibrator 3 having a configuration illustrated in
Fig. 8A is connected to the converter 2. The calibrator 3 includes an input circuit 30 that receives an excitation current
input from the converter 2, such as that illustrated in Fig. 8B, a central processing unit (CPU) 31 that generates a reference
flow rate signal, an output circuit 32 that outputs the reference flow rate signal generated by the CPU 31, a setter/indicator
33 used for the setting of the calibrator 3 and the visual indication of information to a calibration operator, a power supply
circuit 34, and a battery 35. The calibration operator sets, in the calibrator 3, information on the type of the converter 2
and a flow velocity value at a calibration point by using the setter/indicator 33.
[0006] The CPU 31 of the calibrator 3 outputs a reference flow rate signal corresponding to the set flow velocity value
in synchronization with excitation currents input from X and Y terminals of the converter 2 via the input circuit 30. The
reference flow rate signal is input to the converter 2 via the output circuit 32 as a signal illustrated in Fig. 8C. The
calibration operator checks data output from the converter 2 in accordance with the reference flow rate signal to determine
whether the degree of measurement accuracy of the converter 2 is tolerable. The converter 2 is re-adjusted, if necessary,
in accordance with the check result.
[0007] In the calibration operation with the use of the calibrator 3 described above, a commercial power supply may
not be available at the site where the electromagnetic flowmeter is installed. To perform a calibration operation even at
such a site, the battery 35 is used as a power supply for the calibrator 3 and voltages necessary for the components of
the calibrator 3 are generated by using the power supply circuit 34. The voltage of the battery 35 is fed into an analog-
to-digital (A/D) converter of the CPU 31 and the setter/indicator 33 provides a visual indication in accordance with the
remaining capacity of the battery 35 (Figs. 9A to 9D).
[0008] In an example illustrated in Figs. 9A to 9D, the remaining capacity indication is provided using four stages: a
remaining battery capacity of 80 to 100% (Fig. 9A), a remaining battery capacity of 30 to 79% (Fig. 9B), a remaining
battery capacity of 10 to 29% (Fig. 9C), and a remaining battery capacity of less than 10% (Fig. 9D). The operation is
interrupted if the battery 35 runs down during the operation. Thus, when the battery voltage decreases to around a level
at which the calibrator 3 fails to operate normally (in the example illustrated in Fig. 9D, at a remaining capacity of less
than 10%), the remaining capacity indication is caused to flash at intervals of, for example, one second (to indicate a
remaining battery capacity alarm) to advise replacement of the battery 35.
[0009] A traditional calibrator uses a battery as a power supply and once the battery is depleted at the site, the
calibration operation is difficult to perform. To address this difficulty, a method is available for generating a power supply
voltage for a calibrator by utilizing an excitation current supplied from a converter. It should be noted that, in a two-wire
electromagnetic flowmeter, an excitation current supplied from a converter is so small (less than or equal to approximately
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25 mA) as to be used as a power supply of a calibrator. In a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, therefore, a battery is
also used as the power supply to allow the calibrator to be driven by battery when the converter connected to the calibrator
is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter.
[0010] In a case where both a power supply voltage generated from an excitation current and a power supply voltage
supplied from a battery are available as power supply voltages for a calibrator, the calibrator can operate without a
battery if the converter connected thereto is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter since the excitation
current supplied from the converter is sufficiently large. However, without a battery, a remaining battery capacity alarm
such as that described above is activated, which results in a user who uses only a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter
being unnecessarily bothered.

SUMMARY

[0011] Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a standard signal generator that operates in
accordance with the type of the converter connected thereto by automatically switching between a power supply voltage
generated from an excitation current and a power supply voltage supplied from a battery, in which a remaining battery
capacity alarm unnecessary for a user who uses only a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter is disabled.
[0012] An aspect of the present invention provides a standard signal generator adapted to generate a reference flow
rate signal for calibrating an electromagnetic flowmeter. The standard signal generator includes an input circuit that
receives an excitation current obtained from a converter in the electromagnetic flowmeter, a battery holder that holds a
battery, a power supply voltage source switching unit that switches a source of a power supply voltage to be used in the
standard signal generator, and a remaining capacity indicator that provides a remaining battery capacity indication. The
input circuit includes a rectifier circuit that rectifies the excitation current obtained from the converter, and a constant
voltage circuit that receives as input an output voltage of the rectifier circuit and controls a power supply voltage output
from a power supply voltage output terminal of the input circuit so that the power supply voltage is maintained constant.
The power supply voltage source switching unit switches the source of the power supply voltage to be used in the
standard signal generator to the constant voltage circuit when the converter, which is connected to the standard signal
generator, is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, and switches the source of the power supply voltage
to be used in the standard signal generator to a battery placed in the battery holder when the converter, which is connected
to the standard signal generator, is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter. The remaining capacity indicator
measures a voltage of the battery across electrodes of the battery holder, and provides a remaining battery capacity
indication based on a measurement result obtained by measuring the voltage of the battery. When the converter, which
is connected to the standard signal generator, is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter and it is determined,
based on the measurement result, that the battery is not in the battery holder, the remaining capacity indicator stops
providing a remaining battery capacity indication.
[0013] When the converter, which is connected to the standard signal generator, is a converter of a four-wire electro-
magnetic flowmeter or a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter and it is determined, based on the measurement result,
that the battery placed in the battery holder has a remaining capacity less than a specified value, the remaining capacity
indicator may give a remaining battery capacity alarm.
[0014] The input circuit may further include a current value measurement input circuit that outputs a current-value-
measurement voltage for measurement of a current value, the current-value-measurement voltage being proportional
to a magnitude of the excitation current obtained from the converter. The power supply voltage source switching unit
and the remaining capacity indicator may be configured to determine, based on the current-value-measurement voltage,
whether the converter, which is connected to the standard signal generator, is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic
flowmeter or a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter.
[0015] The standard signal generator may further include a controller that generates a reference flow rate signal
synchronized with the excitation current obtained from the converter and outputs the reference flow rate signal to the
converter.
[0016] According to an aspect of the present invention, no remaining battery capacity indication is given when a
converter connected to a standard signal generator is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter and it is
determined, based on a measurement result, that no battery is in a battery holder. This configuration allows no remaining
battery capacity alarm to be given to a user who uses only a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, which results in the
user being unnecessarily bothered.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017]

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of a calibrator according to an embodiment of the present
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invention;
Fig. 2 is a circuit diagram illustrating the configuration of an input circuit of the calibrator according to the embodiment
of the present invention;
Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of a power supply circuit of the calibrator according to the
embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a power supply voltage source switching process and a remaining battery capacity
indication process by the calibrator according to the embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a flow rate signal output process by the calibrator according to the embodiment of
the present invention;
Figs. 6A to 6E are diagrams illustrating example remaining battery capacity indications when a converter connected
to the calibrator according to the embodiment of the present invention is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic
flowmeter;
Fig. 7A is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of an electromagnetic flowmeter of the related art, and Figs.
7B and 7C are diagrams illustrating signal waveforms for components of the electromagnetic flowmeter;
Fig. 8A is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of a calibrator of the related art, and Figs. 8B and 8C are
diagrams illustrating signal waveforms for components of the calibrator; and
Figs. 9A to 9D are diagrams illustrating example remaining battery capacity indications for the calibrator of the
related art.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0018] An embodiment of the present invention will be described hereinafter with reference to the drawings. Fig. 1 is
a block diagram illustrating the configuration of a calibrator according to an embodiment of the present invention, and
components having substantially the same configuration as those in Fig. 8A are assigned the same reference numerals.
A calibrator 3a according to this embodiment includes an input circuit 30a that receives an excitation current input from
a converter 2, a CPU 31a serving as a controller that generates a reference flow rate signal synchronized with the
excitation current, an output circuit 32 that converts the reference flow rate signal output from the CPU 31a into a
differential signal and outputs the differential signal to the converter 2, a setter/indicator 33 used for the setting of the
calibrator 3a and the visual indication of information to a calibration operator, a power supply circuit 34a, a battery 35,
and a switch SW1.
[0019] The battery 35 is placed in a battery holder (not illustrated) within the housing of the calibrator 3a. The battery
35 may be a primary battery or a secondary battery.
[0020] The CPU 31a and the switch SW1 constitute a power supply voltage source switching unit configured to switch
the source of the power supply voltage to be used by the calibrator 3a. The CPU 31a and the setter/indicator 33 constitute
a remaining capacity indicator that provides the indication of the remaining battery capacity.
[0021] Fig. 2 is a circuit diagram illustrating the configuration of the input circuit 30a according to this embodiment.
The input circuit 30a includes a diode D1 having an anode connected to an input terminal X of the input circuit 30a; a
diode D2 having an anode connected to an input terminal Y of the input circuit 30a and a cathode connected to a cathode
of the diode D1; a diode D3 having a cathode connected to the input terminal X and an anode connected to ground; a
diode D4 having a cathode connected to the input terminal Y and an anode connected to ground; a diode D5 having an
anode connected to the input terminal X; a diode D6 having an anode connected to the input terminal Y; a resistor R1
having an end connected to the cathodes of the diodes D1 and D2 and another end connected to a power supply voltage
output terminal of the input circuit 30a; resistors R2 and R3, each having an end connected to the power supply voltage
output terminal; a resistor R4 having an end connected to the other end of the resistor R3 and another end connected
to ground; a shunt regulator U1 having a reference input terminal connected to a node of the resistors R3 and R4, an
anode connected to ground, and a cathode connected to the other end of the resistor R2; a p-channel power MOS
transistor Q1 having a gate connected to the other end of the resistor R2 and the cathode of the shunt regulator U1, a
source connected to the power supply voltage output terminal, and a drain connected to ground; a resistor R5 having
an end connected to the cathodes of the diodes D1 and D2; a resistor R6 having an end connected to the other end of
the resistor R5 and another end connected to ground; a resistor R7 having an end connected to the power supply voltage
output terminal; an operational amplifier U2 having a power supply input terminal supplied with a power supply voltage
(+VA), a noninverting input terminal connected to a node of the resistors R5 and R6, and an inverting input terminal
connected to the other end of the resistor R7; a resistor R8 having an end connected to the inverting input terminal of
the operational amplifier U2, and another end connected to an output terminal of the operational amplifier U2; a resistor
R9 having an end connected to the output terminal of the operational amplifier U2 and another end connected to a first
signal output terminal of the input circuit 30a; a resistor R10 having an end connected to a cathode of the diode D5 and
another end connected to ground; a resistor R11 having an end connected to the cathode of the diode D5; an n-channel
power MOS transistor Q2 having a gate connected to the other end of the resistor R11, a drain connected to a second
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signal output terminal of the input circuit 30a, and a source connected to ground; a resistor R12 having an end connected
to a power supply voltage (+VD) and another end connected to the drain of the n-channel power MOS transistor Q2; a
resistor R13 having an end connected to a cathode of the diode D6 and another end connected to ground; a resistor
R14 having an end connected to the cathode of the diode D6; an n-channel power MOS transistor Q3 having a gate
connected to the other end of the resistor R14, a drain connected to a third signal output terminal of the input circuit 30a,
and a source connected to ground; a resistor R15 having an end connected to the power supply voltage (+VD) and
another end connected to the drain of the n-channel power MOS transistor 03; a capacitor C1 having an end connected
to the power supply voltage output terminal and another end connected to ground; a capacitor C2 having an end connected
to the other end of the resistor R9 and another end connected to ground; a capacitor C3 having an end connected to
the other end of the resistor R11 and another end connected to ground; and a capacitor C4 having an end connected
to the other end of the resistor R14 and another end connected to ground.
[0022] Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of the power supply circuit 34a according to this embod-
iment. The power supply circuit 34a includes a direct current to direct current (DC-DC) converter 340 that generates a
DC power supply voltage (+VA), a DC-DC converter 341 that generates a DC power supply voltage (-VA), a DC-DC
converter 342 that generates a DC power supply voltage (+VD), and a DC-DC converter 343 that generates a DC power
supply voltage (+Vref).
[0023] In the input circuit 30a, the diodes D1 to D4, the operational amplifier U2, the resistors R1 and R5 to R9, and
the capacitor C2 constitute a current value measurement input circuit. In the current value measurement input circuit, a
single-phase full-wave rectifier circuit including the diodes D1 to D4 rectifies an alternating-current (AC) excitation current
lex, and the rectified current is converted into a voltage by the resistor R1 between an output terminal (the cathodes of
the diodes D1 and D2) of the single-phase full-wave rectifier circuit and the power supply voltage output terminal. The
resistance of the resistor R1 is set low (for example, 1 Ω) to prevent heat generation. Since the resistance of the resistor
R1 is reduced, the voltage level is also reduced accordingly. Thus, the voltage across the resistor R1 is amplified to a
level by a differential amplifier circuit including the operational amplifier U2 and the resistors R5 to R8 so that the resolution
necessary for the downstream A/D converters can be obtained.
[0024] In the way described above, the current value measurement input circuit converts the excitation current lex
input from the converter 2 into a voltage and inputs an output voltage VAD (a voltage for the measurement of a current
value) obtained as a result of the conversion to an A/D converter ("A/D 1") of the CPU 31a. The output voltage VAD,
which is proportional to the magnitude of the excitation current lex and is accurate, is output. This enables the CPU 31a
to accurately measure the excitation current value.
[0025] In the input circuit 30a, the diode D5, the n-channel power MOS transistor Q2, the resistors R10 to R12, and
the capacitor C3 constitute a positive-polarity-detection input circuit. In the positive-polarity-detection input circuit, a
single-phase half-wave rectifier circuit including the diode D5 rectifies only the positive-polarity portion of the AC excitation
current lex, and the rectified current is converted into a voltage by the resistor R10.
[0026] A low-pass filter circuit including the resistor R11 and the capacitor C3 performs low-pass filtering on the voltage
across the resistor R10. The voltage that has passed through the low-pass filter circuit is converted into an output voltage
VO1 of high level (+VD) or low level (0 V) by the n-channel power MOS transistor Q2. Specifically, the output voltage
VO1 is at a low level when the excitation current lex has positive polarity, whereas the output voltage VO1 is at a high
level when the excitation current lex has negative polarity.
[0027] In the way described above, the positive-polarity-detection input circuit converts the excitation current lex into
a voltage and inputs the resulting output voltage VO1, which is obtained as a result of the conversion, to an input port
D11 of the CPU 31a. In the CPU 31a, the output voltage VO1 is used only for the determination of the positive polarity
of the excitation current lex.
[0028] In the input circuit 30a, the diode D6, the n-channel power MOS transistor Q3, the resistors R13 to R15, and
the capacitor C4 constitute a negative-polarity-detection input circuit. In the negative-polarity-detection input circuit, a
single-phase half-wave rectifier circuit including the diode D6 rectifies only the negative-polarity portion of the AC excitation
current lex, and the rectified current is converted into a voltage by the resistor R13.
[0029] A low-pass filter circuit including the resistor R14 and the capacitor C4 performs low-pass filtering on the voltage
across the resistor R13. The voltage that has passed through the low-pass filter circuit is converted into an output voltage
VO2 of high level (+VD) or low level (0 V) by the n-channel power MOS transistor Q3. Specifically, the output voltage
VO2 is at a low level when the excitation current lex has negative polarity, whereas the output voltage VO2 is at a high
level when the excitation current lex has positive polarity.
[0030] In the way described above, the negative-polarity-detection input circuit converts the excitation current lex into
a voltage and inputs the resulting output voltage VO2, which is obtained as a result of the conversion, to an input port
D12 of the CPU 31a. In the CPU 31a, the output voltage VO2 is used only for the determination of the negative polarity
of the excitation current lex. The pull-down resistors R10 and R13 are assumed to have a high resistance (for example,
100 kΩ). This can make the excitation current lex flowing not through the resistor R1 but through the resistor R10 or
R13 negligible.
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[0031] In the input circuit 30a, the shunt regulator U1, the p-channel power MOS transistor Q1, the resistors R2 to R4,
and the capacitor C1 constitute a constant voltage circuit that generates a DC power supply voltage VCC from the
excitation current lex. In the constant voltage circuit, the voltage (power supply voltage VCC) that has passed through
the resistor R1, which is used for excitation current detection, is divided by the voltage divider resistors R3 and R4, and
the divided voltage is input to the reference input terminal of the shunt regulator U1.
[0032] The shunt regulator U1 controls the gate voltage of the p-channel power MOS transistor Q1 so as to make the
voltage input to the reference input terminal equal to the internal reference voltage and consequently make the voltage
VCC at the other end (power supply voltage output terminal) of the resistor R1 match a set voltage. This keeps the value
of the power supply voltage VCC constant even when the value of the excitation current lex input from the converter 2
varies. In addition, the capacitor C1, which is used for smoothing, is provided between the power supply voltage output
terminal and ground. The power supply voltage VCC generated by the constant voltage circuit is supplied to the power
supply circuit 34a via the switch SW1.
[0033] The DC-DC converter 340 of the power supply circuit 34a receives as input the power supply voltage VCC
output from the power supply voltage output terminal of the input circuit 30a or the voltage fed from the battery 35, and
generates a power supply voltage (+VA). The power supply voltage (+VA) is supplied to the input circuit 30a, the CPU
31a, and the output circuit 32. The DC-DC converter 341 of the power supply circuit 34a receives as input the power
supply voltage VCC or the voltage fed from the battery 35, and generates a power supply voltage (-VA). The power
supply voltage (-VA) is supplied to the output circuit 32. The DC-DC converter 342 of the power supply circuit 34a
receives as input the power supply voltage VCC or the voltage fed from the battery 35, and generates a power supply
voltage (+VD). The power supply voltage (+VD) is supplied to the input circuit 30a, the CPU 31a, and the setter/indicator
33. The DC-DC converter 343 of the power supply circuit 34a receives as input the power supply voltage (+VA), and
generates a power supply voltage (+Vref).
[0034] The DC-DC converters 340 and 342 are step-up converters, the DC-DC converter 341 is a reverse-polarity
converter, and the DC-DC converter 343 is a step-down converter. The power supply voltage has a relation of |VA| >
VD > VCC.
[0035] Next, a power supply voltage source switching process and a remaining battery capacity indication process by
the CPU 31a of the calibrator 3a according to this embodiment will be described. The CPU 31a executes the following
process in accordance with a program stored in a memory (not illustrated) located in or outside the CPU 31a.
[0036] The CPU 31a receives the output voltage VAD output to the first signal output terminal of the input circuit 30a
through an A/D converter ("A/D 1 ") (step S100 in Fig. 4). The CPU 31a determines the level of the output voltage VAD
received through the A/D converter ("A/D 1") (step S101 in Fig. 4).
[0037] If the output voltage VAD falls within a range for a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter (YES in
step S101 in Fig. 4), the CPU 31a determines that the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a two-
wire electromagnetic flowmeter. The determination of "YES" in step S101 indicates that the value of the excitation current
lex indicated by the output voltage VAD falls within a range of the excitation current lex (for example, less than or equal
to 25 mA) output from the converter 2, which is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter.
[0038] If the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, the
CPU 31a controls the switch SW1 to switch the source of the power supply voltage to be supplied to the power supply
circuit 34a to the battery 35 (step S102 in Fig. 4). Then, the CPU 31a receives the voltage of the battery 35 through an
A/D converter ("A/D 2") (step S103 in Fig. 4). Specifically, in this voltage measurement, the voltage between the electrodes
of the battery holder may be received through the A/D converter ("A/D 2").
[0039] The CPU 31a determines, based on a measurement result in step S103, whether the battery 35 has a remaining
capacity RB greater than or equal to 30% (step S104 in Fig. 4). If the remaining capacity RB is greater than or equal to
30% (YES in step S104), the CPU 31a determines whether the remaining capacity RB of the battery 35 is greater than
or equal to 80% (step S105 in Fig. 4).
[0040] The remaining capacity RB of the battery 35 is hereinafter also referred to as "remaining battery capacity RB"
and is set for a range of power supply voltage that enables the calibrator 3a to operate. Letting, for example, the voltage
of the battery 35, which is measured in step S103, be V, the nominal voltage of the battery 35 be Vnominal (for example,
3 V), and the lower limit of the power supply voltage that enables the calibrator 3a to operate be Vminimum (for example,
2 V), the remaining battery capacity RB in percent (%) can be calculated by the following equation: 

[0041] If the remaining battery capacity RB is greater than or equal to 80% (YES in step S105), the CPU 31a causes
the setter/indicator 33 to provide a remaining capacity indication indicating that the remaining battery capacity RB is 80
to 100% (Fig. 9A) (step S106 in Fig. 4).
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[0042] If the remaining battery capacity RB is less than 80% (NO in step S105), the CPU 31a causes the setter/indicator
33 to provide a remaining capacity indication indicating that the remaining battery capacity RB is 30 to 79% (Fig. 9B)
(step S107 in Fig. 4). If the remaining battery capacity RB is less than 30% (NO in step S104), the CPU 31a determines
whether the remaining battery capacity RB is less than 10% (step S108 in Fig. 4).
[0043] If the remaining battery capacity RB is not less than 10% (NO in step S108), the CPU 31a causes the setter/in-
dicator 33 to provide a remaining capacity indication indicating that the remaining battery capacity RB is 10 to 29% (Fig.
9C) (step S109 in Fig. 4). If the remaining battery capacity RB is less than 10% (YES in step S108), the CPU 31a causes
the setter/indicator 33 to provide a remaining capacity indication indicating that the remaining battery capacity RB is less
than 10% (Fig. 9D) in such a manner that the indication is flashing at intervals of, for example, one second (step S110
in Fig. 4). The process of steps S103 to S110 described above is similar to that of the related art.
[0044] If the output voltage VAD falls within a range for a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter but does
not fall within the range for a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter (NO in step S101), the CPU 31a
determines that the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter.
The determination of "NO" in step S101 indicates that the value of the excitation current lex indicated by the output
voltage VAD falls within a range of the excitation current lex (for example, a value greater than 25 mA) output from the
converter 2, which is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter.
[0045] If the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, the
CPU 31a controls the switch SW1 to switch the power supply voltage source so that the power supply voltage VCC
output from the input circuit 30a can be supplied to the power supply circuit 34a (step S111 in Fig. 4). Then, the CPU
31a receives the voltage of the battery 35 through the A/D converter ("A/D 2") (step S112 in Fig. 4) in a way similar to
that in step S103.
[0046] The CPU 31a determines whether the voltage measured in step S112 is less than or equal to a predetermined
threshold TH1 (for example, 0.3 V) (step S113 in Fig. 4). If the measured voltage exceeds the threshold TH1 (NO in
step S113), the CPU 31a determines that the battery 35 is in the battery holder and then the process proceeds to step
S104. The operation in this case is performed in the way described above.
[0047] If the voltage measured in step S112 is less than or equal to the threshold TH1 (YES in step S113), the CPU
31a determines that the battery 35 is not in the battery holder, and stops providing a remaining battery capacity indication
(step S114 in Fig. 4). The threshold TH1 may be set to a voltage value so low as to be unlikely to occur while the battery
35 is in the battery holder.
[0048] The CPU 31a performs the process illustrated in Fig. 4 described above every certain time period.
[0049] Next, a flow rate signal output process will be described with reference to a flowchart illustrated in Fig. 5. First,
the CPU 31a receives the output voltage VAD from the input circuit 30a through an A/D converter ("A/D 1 ") (step S200
in Fig. 5). Then, the CPU 31a determines the level of the output voltage VAD received through the A/D converter ("A/D
1 ") (step S201 in Fig. 5). If the output voltage VAD is higher than a predetermined non-operating level, the CPU 31a
determines the level of the output voltage VO1, which is received through the input port D11 (step S202 in Fig. 5).
[0050] If the output voltage VO1 is at a low level (if the excitation current lex output from the converter 2 has positive
polarity), the CPU 31a outputs a reference flow rate signal of positive polarity corresponding to the type of the converter
2, which is determined in the determination process in step S101 in Fig. 4, and a preset flow velocity value (step S203
in Fig. 5). The reference flow rate signal is input to the converter 2 via a digital-to-analog (D/A) converter of the CPU
31a and the output circuit 32.
[0051] If the output voltage VO1 is not at a low level but at a high level, the CPU 31a determines the level of the output
voltage VO2 received through the input port DI2 (step S204 in Fig. 5). If the output voltage VO2 is at a low level (if the
excitation current lex output from the converter 2 has negative polarity), the CPU 31a outputs a reference flow rate signal
of negative polarity corresponding to the type of the converter 2, which is determined in the determination process in
step S101, and a preset flow velocity value (step S205 in Fig. 5).
[0052] Note that, if the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter,
it is desirable to change the reference flow rate signal in accordance with the value of the excitation current lex even
when the same flow velocity value is set. Accordingly, if the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of
a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter and the excitation current lex output from the converter 2 has positive polarity, the
CPU 31a outputs a reference flow rate signal of positive polarity corresponding to the type of the converter 2, which is
determined in the determination process in step S101, the value of the excitation current lex indicated by the output
voltage VAD, and a preset flow velocity value (step S203). If the excitation current lex output from the converter 2 has
negative polarity, the CPU 31a outputs a reference flow rate signal of negative polarity corresponding to the type of the
converter 2, which is determined in the determination process in step S101, the value of the excitation current lex
indicated by the output voltage VAD, and a preset flow velocity value (step S205).
[0053] If the output voltage VO2 is not at a low level but at a high level, the CPU 31a sets the reference flow rate signal
to a 0-V signal (step S206 in Fig. 5). The CPU 31a also sets the reference flow rate signal to a 0-V signal (step S206)
when the output voltage VAD is less than or equal to the non-operating level. The CPU 31a performs the flow rate signal
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output process described above in synchronization with the excitation current lex from the converter 2 (the output voltages
VAD, VO1, and VO2 input from the input circuit 30a).
[0054] In this embodiment, therefore, when the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a four-wire
electromagnetic flowmeter, the input circuit 30a generates the power supply voltage VCC by using the excitation current
lex supplied from the converter 2, thereby enabling the calibrator 3a to be driven without a battery. When the converter
2 is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, the power supply voltage source is switched from the input
circuit 30a to the battery 35, thereby preventing shortage of power necessary for the calibrator 3a to operate.
[0055] In this embodiment, furthermore, when the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a four-
wire electromagnetic flowmeter and the voltage of the battery 35 exceeds the threshold TH1, a remaining battery capacity
indication similar to that for a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter is given, whereas when the converter
2 is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter and the voltage of the battery 35 is less than or equal to the
threshold TH1, the indication of the remaining battery capacity is stopped.
[0056] Figs. 6A to 6D illustrate example remaining battery capacity indications provided by the setter/indicator 33 when
the converter 2 is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter. The remaining battery capacity indications
provided when the converter 2 is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter are as illustrated in Figs. 9A to
9D. When the converter 2 is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, the remaining capacity indication is
provided using four stages: a remaining battery capacity RB of 80 to 100% (Fig. 6A), a remaining battery capacity RB
of 30 to 79% (Fig. 6B), a remaining battery capacity RB of 10 to 29% (Fig. 6C), and a remaining battery capacity RB of
1 to 9% (Fig. 6D). When the converter 2 is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter and the battery 35 is
not in the battery holder, as illustrated in Fig. 6E, the indication of the remaining battery capacity is stopped.
[0057] In this embodiment, therefore, no remaining battery capacity indication is given (i.e., no remaining battery
capacity alarm is given) when the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic
flowmeter and the calibrator 3a is in operation without using the battery 35. This configuration allows no remaining battery
capacity alarm to be given to a user who uses only a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, which results in the user being
unnecessarily bothered. In addition, when the converter 2 is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter and
the remaining battery capacity is less than 1%, the calibrator 3a is not activated due to insufficient voltage (i.e., all
indication is turned off) and thus the mode corresponding to step S114 is not entered.
[0058] When the converter 2 is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter and the remaining capacity RB
of the battery 35 is less than 10% (YES in step S108), the indication of the remaining battery capacity may be flashing
(step S110), as in the case where the converter 2 is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, or may not be
flashing but only an indication illustrated in Fig. 6D may be given. A flashing indication of the remaining battery capacity
may alert a user to remove the battery 35, preventing accidents such as battery leakage due to over-discharging of the
battery 35.
[0059] In this embodiment, furthermore, the power supply voltage source switching unit includes, but is not limited to,
the CPU 31a and the switch SW1. Alternatively, the power supply voltage source switching unit may include the switch
SW1 and a comparator circuit in the input circuit 30a. In this case, the comparator circuit may control the switch SW1
to switch the power supply voltage source so that the power supply voltage VCC output from the input circuit 30a can
be supplied to the power supply circuit 34a when the output voltage VAD output to the first signal output terminal of the
input circuit 30a is greater than or equal to a predetermined voltage threshold TH2, and may control the switch SW1 to
switch the source of the power supply voltage to be supplied to the power supply circuit 34a to the battery 35 when the
output voltage VAD is less than the voltage threshold TH2.
[0060] The voltage threshold TH2 may be set to a voltage value corresponding to a current value (for example, 27
mA) slightly larger than the excitation current lex (less than or equal to approximately 25 mA) supplied from the converter
2 when the converter 2 connected to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter. This setting
allows the output voltage VAD to be greater than or equal to the voltage threshold TH2 when the converter 2 connected
to the calibrator 3a is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, because the excitation current lex is large,
and allows the output voltage VAD to be less than the voltage threshold TH2 when the converter 2 is a converter of a
two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, because the excitation current lex is small.
[0061] The present invention is applicable to a technique for calibrating a converter of an electromagnetic flowmeter.

List of Reference Signs

[0062]

2: converter
3a: calibrator
30a: input circuit
31a: CPU
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32: output circuit
33: setter/indicator
34a: power supply circuit
35: battery
SW1: switch

Claims

1. A standard signal generator adapted to generate a reference flow rate signal for calibrating an electromagnetic
flowmeter, comprising:

an input circuit (30a) configured to receive an excitation current obtained from a converter (2) in the electro-
magnetic flowmeter;
a battery holder to hold a battery (35);
a power supply voltage source switching unit (31a, SW1) configured to switch a source of a power supply voltage
to be used in the standard signal generator; and
a remaining capacity indicator (31a, 33) configured to provide a remaining battery capacity indication,
wherein the input circuit (30a) includes

a rectifier circuit configured to rectify the excitation current obtained from the converter (2), and
a constant voltage circuit configured to receive as input an output voltage of the rectifier circuit and control
a power supply voltage output from a power supply voltage output terminal of the input circuit (30a) so that
the power supply voltage is maintained constant, wherein the power supply voltage source switching unit
(31a, SW1) is further configured to switch the source of the power supply voltage to be used in the standard
signal generator to the constant voltage circuit when the converter (2), which is connected to the standard
signal generator, is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter, and switches the source of the
power supply voltage to be used in the standard signal generator to the battery (35) placed in the battery
holder when the converter (2), which is connected to the standard signal generator, is a converter of a two-
wire electromagnetic flowmeter,

wherein the remaining capacity indicator (31a, 33) is further configured to measure a voltage of the battery (35)
across electrodes of the battery holder, and provide a remaining battery capacity indication based on a meas-
urement result obtained by measuring the voltage of the battery (35), and
wherein when the converter (2), which is connected to the standard signal generator, is a converter of a four-
wire electromagnetic flowmeter and it is determined, based on the measurement result, that the battery (35) is
not in the battery holder, the remaining capacity indicator (31a, 33) is configured to stop providing a remaining
battery capacity indication.

2. The standard signal generator according to Claim 1, wherein when the converter (2), which is connected to the
standard signal generator, is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter or a two-wire electromagnetic
flowmeter and it is determined, based on the measurement result, that the battery (35) placed in the battery holder
has a remaining capacity less than a specified value, the remaining capacity indicator (31a, 33) is configured to give
a remaining battery capacity alarm.

3. The standard signal generator according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein the input circuit (30a) further includes a current
value measurement input circuit is configured to output a current-value-measurement voltage for measurement of
a current value, the current-value-measurement voltage being proportional to a magnitude of the excitation current
obtained from the converter (2), and
wherein the power supply voltage source switching unit (31a, SW1) and the remaining capacity indicator (31a, 33)
are configured to determine, based on the current-value-measurement voltage, whether the converter (2), which is
connected to the standard signal generator, is a converter of a four-wire electromagnetic flowmeter or a converter
of a two-wire electromagnetic flowmeter.

4. The standard signal generator according to Claim 1 to 3, further comprising
a controller (31a) configured to generate a reference flow rate signal synchronized with the excitation current obtained
from the converter (2) and output the reference flow rate signal to the converter (2).
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Patentansprüche

1. Standardsignalgenerator, der so ausgelegt ist, dass er ein Referenzdurchflussratensignal zum Kalibrieren eines
elektromagnetischen Durchflussmessers erzeugt, umfassend:

einen Eingangskreis (30a), der so konfiguriert ist, dass er einen Erregerstrom empfängt, der von einem Umrichter
(2) im elektromagnetischen Durchflussmesser erhalten wird;
eine Batteriehalterung zum Halten einer Batterie (35);
eine Energieversorgungsspannungsquellen-Schalteinheit (31a, SW1), die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie eine Quel-
le einer Energieversorgungsspannung schaltet, die im Standardsignalgenerator zu verwenden ist; und
einen Restliche-Kapazität-Indikator (31a, 33), der so konfiguriert ist, dass er eine Angabe bezüglich der restlichen
Kapazität der Batterie bereitstellt;
wobei der Eingangskreis (30a) umfasst:

einen Gleichrichterkreis, der so konfiguriert ist, dass er den vom Umrichter (2) erhaltenen Erregerstrom
gleichrichtet, und
einen Konstantspannungskreis, der so konfiguriert ist, dass er eine Ausgangsspannung des Gleichrichter-
kreises als Eingang empfängt und eine Energieversorgungsspannung steuert, die von einer Energiever-
sorgungsspannungsausgangsklemme des Eingangskreises (30a) ausgegeben wird, so dass die Energie-
versorgungsspannung konstant gehalten wird,

wobei die Energieversorgungsspannungsquellen-Schalteinheit (31a, SW1) ferner so konfiguriert ist, dass sie die
Quelle der Energieversorgungsspannung, die im Standardsignalgenerator zu verwenden ist, auf den Konstantspan-
nungskreis schaltet, wenn der Umrichter (2), der mit dem Standardsignalgenerator verbunden ist, ein Umrichter
eines elektromagnetischen 4-Leiter-Durchflussmessers ist, und die Quelle der Energieversorgungsspannung, die
im Standardsignalgenerator zu verwenden ist, auf die Batterie (35) schaltet, die in der Batteriehalterung platziert
ist, wenn der Umrichter (2), der mit dem Standardsignalgenerator verbunden ist, ein Umrichter eines elektromag-
netischen 2-Leiter-Durchflussmessers ist,
wobei der Restliche-Kapazität-Indikator (31a, 33) ferner so konfiguriert ist, dass er eine Spannung der Batterie (35)
über Elektroden der Batteriehalterung misst und eine Angabe bezüglich der restlichen Kapazität der Batterie auf
Basis eines Messergebnisses bereitstellt, das durch Messen der Spannung der Batterie (35) erhalten wird, und
wobei, wenn der Umrichter (2), der mit dem Standardsignalgenerator verbunden ist, ein Umrichter eines elektro-
magnetischen 4-Leiter-Durchflussmessers ist und auf Basis des Messergebnisses ermittelt wird, dass sich die
Batterie (35) nicht in der Batteriehalterung befindet, der Restliche-Kapazität-Indikator (31a, 33) so konfiguriert ist,
dass er das Bereitstellen einer Angabe bezüglich der restlichen Kapazität der Batterie stoppt.

2. Standardsignalgenerator nach Anspruch 1, wobei, wenn der Umrichter (2), der mit dem Standardsignalgenerator
verbunden ist, ein Umrichter eines elektromagnetischen 4-Leiter-Durchflussmessers oder eines elektromagneti-
schen 2-Leiter-Durchflussmessers ist und auf Basis des Messergebnisses ermittelt wird, dass die in der Batterie-
halterung platzierte Batterie (35) eine restliche Kapazität unter einem spezifizierten Wert aufweist, der Restliche-
Kapazität-Indikator (31a, 33) so konfiguriert ist, dass er eine Warnung bezüglich der restlichen Kapazität der Batterie
ausgibt.

3. Standardsignalgenerator nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der Eingangskreis (30a) ferner einen Stromwertmessein-
gangskreis umfasst, der so konfiguriert ist, dass er eine Stromwertmessspannung zum Messen eines Stromwerts
ausgibt, wobei die Stromwertmessspannung proportional zu einer Größenordnung des vom Umrichter (2) erhaltenen
Erregerstroms ist, und
wobei die Energieversorgungsspannungsquellen-Schalteinheit (31a, SW1) und der Restliche-Kapazität-Indikator
(31a, 33) so konfiguriert sind, dass sie auf Basis der Stromwertmessspannung ermitteln, ob der Umrichter (2), der
mit dem Standardsignalgenerator verbunden ist, ein Umrichter eines elektromagnetischen 4-Leiter-Durchflussmes-
sers oder ein Umrichter eines elektromagnetischen 2-Leiter-Durchflussmessers ist.

4. Standardsignalgenerator nach Anspruch 1 bis 3, ferner umfassend:

eine Steuereinheit (31a), die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie ein Referenzdurchflussratensignal erzeugt, das mit
dem vom Umrichter (2) erhaltenen Erregerstrom synchronisiert ist, und das Referenzdurchflussratensignal an
den Umrichter (2) ausgibt.



EP 3 121 568 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Revendications

1. Générateur de signal standard conçu pour générer un signal de débit de référence pour étalonner un débitmètre
électromagnétique, comprenant :

un circuit d’entrée (30a) configuré pour recevoir un courant d’excitation obtenu à partir d’un convertisseur (2)
dans le débitmètre électromagnétique ;
un support de batterie pour supporter une batterie (35) ;
une unité de commutation de source de tension d’alimentation (31a, SW1) configurée pour commuter une
source d’une tension d’alimentation à utiliser dans le générateur de signal standard ; et
un indicateur de capacité restante (31a, 33) configuré pour fournir une indication de capacité de batterie restante,
dans lequel le circuit d’entrée (30a) comprend :

un circuit de redressement configuré pour redresser le courant d’excitation obtenu à partir du convertisseur
(2), et
un circuit de tension constante configuré pour recevoir, en tant qu’entrée, une tension de sortie du circuit
de redressement et commander une tension d’alimentation sortie à partir d’une borne de sortie de tension
d’alimentation du circuit d’entrée (30a) de sorte que la tension d’alimentation soit maintenue constante,

dans lequel l’unité de commutation de source de tension d’alimentation (31a, SW1) est en outre configurée
pour commuter la source de la tension d’alimentation à utiliser dans le générateur de signal standard vers le
circuit de tension constante lorsque le convertisseur (2), qui est connecté au générateur de signal standard,
est un convertisseur d’un débitmètre électromagnétique à quatre fils, et commute la source de la tension d’ali-
mentation à utiliser dans le générateur de signal standard vers la batterie (35) placée dans le support de batterie
lorsque le convertisseur (2), qui est connecté au générateur de signal standard, est un convertisseur d’un
débitmètre électromagnétique à deux fils,
dans lequel l’indicateur de capacité restante (31a, 33) est en outre configuré pour mesurer une tension de la
batterie (35) entre les électrodes du support de batterie, et fournir une indication de capacité de batterie restante
basée sur un résultat de mesure obtenu en mesurant la tension de la batterie (35), et
dans lequel, lorsque le convertisseur (2), qui est connecté au générateur de signal standard, est un convertisseur
d’un débitmètre électromagnétique à quatre fils et lorsqu’il est déterminé, sur la base du résultat de mesure,
que la batterie (35) n’est pas dans le support de batterie, l’indicateur de capacité restante (31a, 33) est configuré
pour cesser de fournir une indication de capacité de batterie restante.

2. Générateur de signal standard selon la revendication 1, dans lequel, lorsque le convertisseur (2), qui est connecté
au générateur de signal standard, est un convertisseur d’un débitmètre électromagnétique à quatre fils ou d’un
débitmètre électromagnétique à deux fils et lorsqu’il est déterminé, sur la base du résultat de mesure, que la batterie
(35) placée dans le support de batterie a une capacité restante inférieure à une valeur spécifiée, l’indicateur de
capacité restante (31a, 33) est configuré pour déclencher une alarme de capacité de batterie restante.

3. Générateur de signal standard selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel le circuit d’entrée (30a) comprend en outre
un circuit d’entrée de mesure de valeur de courant qui est configuré pour délivrer une tension de mesure de valeur
de courant pour la mesure d’une valeur de courant, la tension de mesure de valeur de courant étant proportionnelle
à une amplitude du courant d’excitation obtenu à partir du convertisseur (2), et
dans lequel l’unité de commutation de source de tension d’alimentation (31a, SW1) et l’indicateur de capacité
restante (31a, 33) sont configurés pour déterminer, sur la base de la tension de mesure de valeur de courant, si le
convertisseur (2), qui est connecté au générateur de signal standard, est un convertisseur d’un débitmètre électro-
magnétique à quatre fils ou un convertisseur d’un débitmètre électromagnétique à deux fils.

4. Générateur de signal standard selon les revendications 1 à 3, comprenant en outre :

un contrôleur (31a) configuré pour générer un signal de débit de référence synchronisé avec le courant d’ex-
citation obtenu à partir du convertisseur (2) et délivrer le signal de débit de référence au convertisseur (2).
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