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Description

Background to the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a neck pillow
to provide support for the neck in particular the chin. The
present invention relates to a neck pillow for children for
use during travel, such as for example in a car or on a
plane.

Summary of the Invention

[0002] While travelling in cars or on planes it is difficult
for passengers, in particular, for children to sleep com-
fortably. This can result in the head and the neck of the
passenger being placed in uncomfortable positions. A
number of pillows exist to help to provide comfort in these
situations. These pillows do not however provide support
for a chin, as the pillows are often open in this area, pro-
viding side and back support but no front support. This
is particularly a problem for children who’s heads often
fall forward while sleeping in an upright position. Such
an upright position is often as a result of traveling in a
seat, such as in a car, bus, train or plane.
[0003] References considered to be relevant as back-
ground art useful to understand the invention are cited
below:

- WO 2013/084005 A1,
- US 4,617,691 A.

[0004] The present invention seeks to address the
problems of the prior art. In particular, the present inven-
tion seeks to provide a pillow, in particular a neck pillow,
which will remain in position so as to provide the neces-
sary support and/or comfort to the user, specifically the
chin.
[0005] The above objectives are achieved by a neck
pillow according to the appended independent claim 1.
According to a first aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a neck pillow comprising an elongate cush-
ioned member extending from a first end to a second end
of the pillow, each end comprising at least one fastening
element for mutual engagement such that the pillow is
arranged in a closed configuration in which the pillow
defines a closed loop and an open configuration in which
the ends are spaced apart from each other.
[0006] The neck pillow of the present invention forms
a closed loop when worn by the user, in particular by a
child. The neck pillow may remain in a closed loop in the
closed configuration during use. In the close configura-
tion, the neck pillow preferably substantially surrounds
the neck of a user. As a result, the neck pillow preferably
provides a chin support region to keep the users head
upright. If the pillow moves during use the pillow may
simply rotate about the neck of the user. The pillow will
however still be located adjacent the neck of the user,
and preferably still provide a chin support region adjacent

to the chin of the user, so as to provide the necessary
support and/or comfort in the desired locations around
the user’s neck. The closed loop formed by the pillow in
the closed configuration is substantially annular.
[0007] Each end of the neck pillow provides an abut-
ment surface. The abutment surface of one end is ar-
ranged to engage the abutment surface of the other end
of the pillow. The abutment surface is substantially pla-
nar. In the closed configuration no gaps are provided
between the ends of the pillow as the abutment surfaces
are substantially planar. As a result, the pillow provides
increased comfort and/or support in the region of the join
between the ends of the pillow. The abutment surfaces
and the adjacent regions of the neck pillow preferably
provide a chin support region for supporting the chin of
a user in use.
[0008] The neck pillow further comprises stiffening
members located adjacent each end of the pillow. The
stiffening members are arranged to ensure that the abut-
ment surface provided by the adjacent end is substan-
tially flat. The stiffening members may be provided by at
least a portion of, preferably the majority of, such as for
example substantially all of the surface of the pillow.
[0009] The stiffening member may be formed of any
suitable material. For example, the stiffening member
may be composed of a stiff material. Examples of suitable
stiff material include fabric, non-woven material, card-
board, rubber, plastic, or a combination thereof.
[0010] The fastening element(s) comprise suitable
means for releasable engagement between the ends of
the pillow. The fastening element(s) comprise magnets.
The fastening element(s) are provided adjacent the
end(s) of the pillow. The fastening element(s) are pref-
erably provided at the ends of the pillow. For example,
the fastening element(s), magnet(s), may be located cen-
trally with respect to the end(s) of the pillow. The fastening
element(s), magnet(s), may be offset from the centre of
the end(s) of the pillow.
[0011] The pillow may comprise an inner surface ar-
ranged to be positioned in use adjacent the neck of a
user, and an outer surface arranged to be positioned in
use away from the neck of a user. The fastening ele-
ment(s), magnet(s), may be offset from the centre of the
end(s) of the pillow and positioned closer to the inner
surface of the pillow than the outer surface of the pillow.
This arrangement may help to minimise any gap between
the ends of the pillow at the inner surface of the pillow in
the closed configuration.
[0012] The neck pillow comprises at least one magnet
at one end of the pillow. The magnet(s) may be secured
to an end or adjacent an end of the neck pillow by any
suitable means. The other end of the pillow may comprise
magnetic metal such as for example iron or steel. Each
end of the pillow comprises at least one magnet. The
magnets are preferably arranged to be attracted to each
other to ensure closure of the ends of the pillow.
[0013] The pillow provides pockets for retaining the
magnets. The magnets are received within each pocket.
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Each end of the pillow provides a pocket. A secure pocket
is preferable because should a magnet become assess-
able, specifically to a child, it could be consumed and
cause death.
[0014] The or each pocket may be defined by two
spaced apart walls providing a cavity therebetween for
receiving at least one magnet. The pockets are located
adjacent an abutment surface at one end of the pillow.
For example, a wall of the pocket may provide the abut-
ment surface at an end of the pillow. The pockets are
located adjacent the stiffening members. The at least one
stiffening member may form part of the or each pocket.
[0015] The pocket may be formed from woven fabric
material. The pocket may however be formed from rub-
ber, plastic, cardboard, non-woven material.
[0016] The elongate cushioned member may have any
suitable shape for providing support and/or comfort to a
user. The elongate cushioned member may comprise an
inner surface arranged in use to be positioned adjacent
the neck of a user. Preferably, at least a portion of the
inner surface of the elongate cushioned member is ar-
cuate in shape. Preferably, the elongate cushioned mem-
ber provides an arcuate inner surface extending between
both ends of the member. The elongate cushioned mem-
ber is preferably substantially circular or oval shape in
cross-section.
[0017] The elongate cushioned member is preferably
composed of a soft to touch material, possibly plush or
other tactile materials.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0018] An embodiment of the invention will now be de-
scribed, by way of example only, and with reference to
the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figures 1A and 1B illustrate views from above of one
embodiment of the neck pillow of the present inven-
tion in the open configuration (Figure 1A) and in the
closed configuration (Figure 1B) respectively;
Figure 1C illustrates a side view of the neck pillow
of Figures 1A and 1B;
Figure 2 illustrates a schematic cross-sectional view
of an end of the neck pillow of Figures 1A and 1B;
Figure 3 illustrates an exploded view of an end of
the neck pillow of
Figures 1A and 1B;
Figures 4A and 4B illustrates an exploded cross-sec-
tional view and a schematic cross-sectional view of
one end of the pillow of Figures 1A and 1B;
Figure 5 illustrates a schematic view of the ends of
the neck pillow of
Figure 1B in the closed configuration;
Figure 6 illustrates a side view of a child in a sleeping
position when sat in a vehicle; and
Figure 7 illustrates a side view of a child in a sleeping
position whilst wearing a neck pillow of Figures 1A-
C when sat in a vehicle.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0019] The neck pillow 1 comprises an elongate cush-
ioned member 2 extending between a first end 4 and a
second end 6 of the pillow 1. The elongate cushioned
member 2 provides an arcuate surface on the inner sur-
face 3 which is arranged in use to be located adjacent
the neck of the user. The elongate cushioned member 2
has a substantially oval cross-section. It is however to
be understood that the elongate cushioned member 2
may have any suitable shape.
[0020] The neck pillow 1 is moveable between an open
position in which ends 4,6 are spaced apart from each
other (Figure 1B), and a closed position in which the ends
4,6 are in contact with each other such that pillow 1 forms
a closed loop (Figure 1A). In the closed configuration the
closed loop is substantially annular. The pillow 1 is ar-
ranged to extend around the neck of a user, in particular
a child.
[0021] While travelling in cars or on planes it is difficult
for passengers, in particular, for children to sleep com-
fortably. This can result in the head and the neck of the
passenger being placed in uncomfortable positions. As
shown in Figure 6, this is particularly a problem for chil-
dren who’s heads often fall forward while sleeping in an
upright position. Figure 7 shows that in the closed posi-
tion, the pillow 1 is arranged to substantially surround the
neck of a user and provide a chin support region 15 for
supporting the chin of a user in use.
[0022] Each end 4,6 of the neck pillow 1 provides an
abutment surface 8,8’. The abutment surfaces 8,8’ are
substantially planar. The substantially planar abutment
surfaces 8,8’ of the pillow 1 ensure good contact is formed
between the ends 4,6 in the closed position. As a result,
any gaps between the ends 4,6, particularly at the inner
surface 3, of the pillow 1 are minimised. It is however to
be appreciated that the abutment surfaces 8,8’ may be
of any suitable shape.
[0023] A pocket 10,10’ is provided at each end 4,6 of
the neck pillow 1. Each pocket 10,10’ is located adjacent
the abutment surface 8,8’ at each end 4,6 of the neck
pillow 1.
[0024] The pockets 10,10’ are formed from woven fab-
ric material, but could also be made from rubber, plastic,
cardboard, none woven material
[0025] The neck pillow 1 further comprises a stiffening
member 12,12’ located adjacent the abutment surfaces
8,8’ at each end 4,6 of the pillow 1. The stiffening mem-
bers 12,12’ are arranged to ensure that the abutment
surfaces 8, 8’ provided by each end 4,6 are substantially
flat. Each pocket 10,10’ is located adjacent a stiffening
member 12,12’.
[0026] The stiffening members 12,12’ are formed from
stiff material, such as for example fabric, none woven
material, cardboard, rubber, plastic, or a combination
thereof.
[0027] Each pocket 10,10’ comprises a pair of spaced
apart walls 11,13 providing a cavity 14 therebetween.
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The cavity 14 is offset from the centre of the ends 4,6 of
the pillow 1. Each pocket 10,10’ is arranged to receive a
magnet 16,16’. The pockets 10,10’ are aligned at each
end 4,6 of the pillow so that the magnets 16,16’ are
aligned in the closed configuration (Figure 5).
[0028] As shown in Figures 2, 3, 4A and 4B, each end
10 comprises a woven fabric pocket 12 providing a cavity
14 for a magnet 16. The pocket 10 is covered with a
stiffening member 12 to provide the abutment surface 8.
The stiffening member 12 is then covered with an outer
material, such as for example a fabric material.
[0029] In use, the user, in particular a child, places the
neck pillow 1 around their neck in the open configuration
as shown in Figure 1A. The ends 4,6 of the pillow 1 are
brought together by the user into the closed configuration
as shown in Figure 1B. The magnetic attraction between
the magnets in each end 4,6 retains the pillow 1 in a
closed annular loop around the neck of the user. The
stiffening members 12,12’ ensure that the abutment sur-
faces 8,8’ are substantially planar ensuring a smooth
transition between the ends 4,6 of the pillow. The smooth
transition between the ends 4,6 of the pillow ensures in-
creased comfort and/or support for the user when resting
on the join between the ends 4,6 of the pillow. The neck
pillow 1 may move during use about the neck of the user.
However, due to the shape of the pillow, in particular its
annular configuration, the pillow may simply rotate about
the neck of the user. The pillow 1 will however be able
to provide the necessary comfort and/or support to a user
during use regardless of its position about the neck of
the user. As shown in Figure 7, the pillow 1 provide sup-
port to the chin of a user, such as for example a child.
[0030] To remove the neck pillow, the user, in particular
a child, simply pulls apart the ends 4,6 of the pillow with
a force greater than the attraction between the magnets.
As the neck pillow is retained in the closed configuration
by magnets the neck pillow can be removed easily by a
child. The neck pillow 1 does not require an unnecessary
amount of force to undo the magnets so that a child can
remove the pillow 1.

Claims

1. A neck pillow (1) comprising an elongate cushioned
member (2) extending from a first end (4) to a second
end (6) of the pillow (1), each end (4,6) comprising
a substantially planar abutment surface (8,8’), a
pocket (10,10’) adjacent the abutment surface (8,8’),
a magnet (16,16’) disposed in the pocket, the mag-
nets (16,16’) being located for mutual releasable en-
gagement such that the pillow (1) has a closed con-
figuration in which the pillow (1) defines a substan-
tially annular closed loop in which the respective sub-
stantially planar abutment surfaces (8,8’) of the first
and second ends (4,6) are in contact with each other
and an open configuration in which the ends (4,6)
are spaced apart from each other, characterised in

that the pillow (1) further comprises stiffening mem-
bers (12,12’) located adjacent respective pockets
(10,10’) at each end of the pillow (1), the stiffening
members (12,12’) being arranged to ensure that the
corresponding abutment surface (8,8’) is substan-
tially flat.

2. A neck pillow (1) as claimed in claim 1, in which the
pillow (1) comprises a chin support region (15).

3. A neck pillow (1) as claimed in claim 1 or 2, in which
the stiffening members (12,12’) form respective
parts of the pockets (10,10’).

4. A neck pillow (1) as claimed in claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein
each stiffening member (12,12’) is composed of stiff
material.

5. A neck pillow (1) as claimed in claim 4, in which the
stiff material is selected from fabric, non-woven ma-
terial, cardboard, rubber, plastic, or a combination
thereof.

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Nackenkissen (1), welches ein längliches ge-
polstertes Element (2) aufweist, das sich von einem
ersten Ende (4) zu einem zweiten Ende (6) des Kis-
sens (1) erstreckt, wobei jedes Ende (4, 6) eine im
Wesentlichen plane Anschlagfläche (8, 8’), eine Ta-
sche (10, 10’) angrenzend an die Anschlagfläche (8,
8’), einen in der Tasche angeordneten Magneten
(16, 16’) aufweist, wobei die Magneten (16, 16’) zum
gegenseitigen lösbaren Eingriff so angeordnet sind,
dass das Kissen (1) eine geschlossene Konfigurati-
on aufweist, in der das Kissen (1) eine im Wesentli-
chen ringförmige geschlossene Schleife bildet, in
der die jeweiligen im Wesentlichen planen Anschlag-
flächen (8, 8’) der ersten und zweiten Enden (4, 6)
in Kontakt miteinander sind
und eine offene Konfiguration
in der die Enden (4, 6) voneinander beabstandet
sind, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Kissen
(1) darüber hinaus Versteifungselemente (12, 12’)
aufweist, die angrenzend an entsprechenden Ta-
schen (10, 10’) an jedem Ende des Kissens (1) an-
gebracht sind, wobei die Versteifungselemente (12,
12’) angeordnet sind, um zu gewährleisten, dass die
entsprechenden Anschlagfläche (8, 8’) im Wesent-
lichen flach ist.

2. Ein Nackenkissen (1) gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das
Kissen (1) einen Kinnstützbereich (15) aufweist.

3. Ein Nackenkissen (1) gemäß Anspruch 1 oder 2, wo-
bei die Versteifungselemente (12, 12’) entsprechen-
de Teile der Taschen (10, 10’) bilden.
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4. Ein Nackenkissen (1) gemäß Anspruch 1, 2 oder 3,
wobei jedes Versteifungselement (12, 12’) aus stei-
fem Material hergestellt ist.

5. Ein Nackenkissen (1) gemäß Anspruch 4, wobei das
steife Material ausgewählt ist aus Gewebe, Nichtge-
webematerial, Karton, Gummi, Kunststoff oder einer
Kombination davon.

Revendications

1. Oreiller cervical (1) comprenant un élément rem-
bourré allongé (2) s’étendant à partir d’une première
extrémité (4) vers une deuxième extrémité (6) de
l’oreiller (1), chaque extrémité (4, 6) comprenant une
surface d’about (8, 8’) essentiellement plane, une
poche (10, 10’) adjacente à la surface d’about (8,
8’), un aimant (16, 16’) agencé dans ladite poche,
les aimants (16, 16’) étant placés en vue d’une mise
en prise mutuelle libérable de sorte que l’oreiller (1)
présente une configuration fermée dans laquelle
l’oreiller (1) définit une boucle fermée essentielle-
ment annulaire au sein de laquelle les surface
d’about (8, 8’) essentiellement planes respectives
des première et deuxième extrémités (4, 6) sont en
contact l’une avec l’autre et une configuration ouver-
te dans laquelle les extrémités (4, 6) sont espacées
l’une de l’autre, caractérisé en ce que l’oreiller (1)
comprend en outre des éléments rigidificateurs (12,
12’) placés adjacents à des poches (10, 10’) respec-
tives au niveau de chaque extrémité de l’oreiller (1),
les éléments rigidificateurs (12, 12’) étant agencés
de manière à garantir que la surface d’about (8, 8’)
correspondante est essentiellement plate.

2. Oreiller cervical (1) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel l’oreiller (1) comprend une région de soutien
de menton (15).

3. Oreiller cervical (1) selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel les éléments rigidificateurs (12, 12’) for-
ment des parties respectives des poches (10, 10’).

4. Oreiller cervical (1) selon la revendication 1, 2 ou 3,
dans lequel chaque élément rigidificateur (12, 12’)
est constitué d’un matériau rigide.

5. Oreiller cervical (1) selon la revendication 4, dans
lequel le matériau rigide est sélectionné parmi du
tissu, un matériau non tissé, du carton, du caout-
chouc, du plastique, ou une combinaison de ceux-ci.
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