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(54) VALVE GEAR FOR ENGINE

(57) A valve gear for an engine includes cam shafts
(3, 4), first and second support walls (34, 35, 56, 57), and
rocker arms (7 - 10) supported on the first and second
support walls by support mechanisms (11 - 14). The sup-
port mechanisms can switch a plurality of support modes.
The support mechanisms include first and second shaft
holes (41, 61), / rocker shafts (81), tracks (49) formed in
the support walls, and return springs (92). The rocker
shafts (81) move to positions where the support walls
and the rocker arms (7 - 10) are connected via the rocker
shafts when a first support mode is adopted. When a
second support mode is adopted, the rocker shafts move
to positions where the connection between the support
walls and the rocker arms (7 - 10) is canceled. This makes
it possible to provide a valve gear (1) for an engine ca-
pable of smoothly switching a normal operation state sup-
port mode and cylinder resting state support mode, there-
by increasing the reliability of the operation.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a valve gear
for an engine which can switch a mode in which an intake
valve or exhaust valve normally operates, and a mode
in which the operation of the intake valve or exhaust valve
stops.

Background Art

[0002] Conventionally, a cylinder resting technique of
resting some cylinders while an engine is operating has
been known as a technique of further improving the fuel
consumption. Resting some cylinders is often performed
by assembling a switching mechanism into a valve gear
for driving an intake valve or exhaust valve.
[0003] A conventional switching mechanism of this
kind is described in, e.g., patent literature 1.
[0004] This switching mechanism described in patent
literature 1 has a structure which switches the support
modes of a rocker arm for driving an intake valve or ex-
haust valve. The support mode of the rocker arm is
switched to a normal operation state support mode or
cylinder resting state support mode.
[0005] In the normal operation state, this switching
mechanism converts the rotation of a cam shaft into a
reciprocal motion by using the rocker arm, and transmits
the reciprocal motion to the intake valve or exhaust valve.
On the other hand, in the cylinder resting state, the po-
sition of the swinging center of the rocker arm changes,
i.e., the rocker arm swings around one end portion in
contact with the intake valve or exhaust valve, against
the spring force of a return spring which biases the other
end portion of the rocker arm. That is, only the rocker
arm swings with the intake valve or exhaust valve being
closed.
[0006] The position of the swinging center of the rocker
arm is changed by using a plurality of rocker shafts. That
is, this switching mechanism includes a first rocker shaft
which functions as the rocker arm swinging center in the
cylinder resting state, and a second rocker shaft which
functions as the rocker arm swinging center in the normal
operation state. The first and second rocker shafts are
connected with each other by a connecting rod, and in-
tegrated into one rocker shaft assembly. This rocker shaft
assembly can move in the axial direction to two portions
between the rocker arm and rocker arm support mem-
bers formed on the two sides of the rocker arm. Also, the
rocker shaft assembly is moved to one side or the other
in the axial direction during switching by being driven by
an actuator.
[0007] The first and second rocker shafts are formed
parallel to and apart from each other in a direction per-
pendicular to the axial direction, and divided into one side
and the other of the connecting rod in the axial direction.
The first and second rocker shafts are formed in shaft

holes of the rocker arm support members so as to be
pivotal and movable in the axial direction. The connecting
rod can be accommodated in a groove formed in the rock-
er arm support member.
[0008] In the normal operation state, the rocker arm
assembly moves toward the rocker arm support member.
In this state, the first rocker shaft is detached from the
rocker arm and accommodated together with the con-
necting rod in the rocker arm support member. The sec-
ond rocker shaft pivotally fits in both the rocker arm sup-
port member and rocker arm. In the normal operation
state, therefore, the rocker arm swings around the sec-
ond rocker shaft.
[0009] In the cylinder resting state, the second rocker
shaft and connecting rod come out from the rocker arm
support member, and the first rocker shaft pivotally fits
in both the rocker arm support member and rocker arm.
In the cylinder resting state, therefore, the rocker arm
swings around one end portion (the first rocker shaft) in
contact with the intake valve or exhaust valve.

Related Art Literature

Patent Literature

[0010] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Patent Laid-
Open No. 2008-151115

Disclosure of Invention

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0011] The valve gear for an engine described in patent
literature 1 has the problem that the reliability of the op-
eration of switching the rocker arm support modes is low.
This problem has the following two reasons.
[0012] The first reason is that the structure of the rocker
shaft for supporting the rocker arm to be swingable is
complicated. When the normal operation state support
mode shifts to the cylinder resting state support mode,
the second rocker shaft and connecting rod must be de-
tached from the rocker arm support member. On the other
hand, when the cylinder resting state support mode shifts
to the normal operation state support mode, the second
rocker shaft and connecting rod must be accommodated
in the rocker arm support member. That is, the plurality
of members must enter and leave the rocker arm support
member when switching the support modes. Since
switching easily fails, the reliability of the operation de-
creases.
[0013] The second reason is that the connecting rod
is formed to be relatively thin. That is, the connecting rod
may collide against the rocker arm support member and
break when the support modes are switched. This de-
creases the reliability of the operation.
[0014] To reliably switch the rocker arm support
modes, it may be possible to omit the first rocker shaft
and connecting rod of the above-described rocker shaft
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assembly and use only the second rocker shaft. That is,
in this case, the second rocker shaft is pulled out from
the rocker arm and accommodated in the rocker arm sup-
port member in the cylinder resting state.
[0015] If this arrangement is adopted, however, the
swinging center of the rocker arm moves from a correct
position in the cylinder resting state, so the second rocker
shaft cannot fit in the shaft hole of the rocker arm support
member when the cylinder resting state support mode
shifts to the normal operation state support mode.
[0016] The present invention has been made to solve
the problem as described above, and has as its object
to provide a valve gear for an engine which can smoothly
change a normal operation state support mode and cyl-
inder resting state support mode, thereby increasing the
reliability of the operation.

Means of Solution to the Problem

[0017] To achieve this object, a valve gear for an en-
gine according to the present invention includes a cam
shaft including one of an intake valve driving cam and an
exhaust valve driving cam, and rotatably supported by a
cylinder head, a pair of support walls formed in the cyl-
inder head such that the pair of support walls are spaced
apart and face each other in an axial direction of the cam
shaft, and a rocker arm having one end in contact with a
valve stem of one of an intake valve and an exhaust valve
and the other end inserted between the pair of support
walls, and supported on the support wall by a support
mechanism, wherein the support mechanism is config-
ured to switch a plurality of support modes, and includes
shaft holes formed in the pair of support walls and the
other end of the rocker arm, the shaft holes extending
parallel to the cam shaft, a rocker shaft configured to
movably fit in the shaft holes, tracks formed in the pair
of support walls, the tracks each extending from the cor-
responding shaft hole in a direction opposite to the cam
shaft, and a return spring configured to bias the rocker
arm toward the cam, the plurality of support modes in-
clude a first support mode in which the rocker arm swings
around the rocker shaft as a swinging center, to convert
a rotation of the cam into a reciprocal motion and transmit
the reciprocal motion to one of the intake valve and the
exhaust valve, and a second support mode in which the
rocker arm swings along the track around a portion in
contact with the valve stem of one of the intake valve and
the exhaust valve, as a swinging center, to keep the one
of the intake valve and the exhaust valve closed, and
when the first support mode is adopted, the rocker shaft
moves to a position where the support wall and the rocker
arm are connected via the rocker shaft, and, when the
second support mode is adopted, the rocker shaft moves
to a position where the connection between the support
walls and the rocker arm is canceled.

Effect of the Invention

[0018] In the present invention, the first support mode
is adopted in the normal operation state, and the second
support mode is adopted in the cylinder resting state.
This support mode switching is performed by moving the
rocker shaft in the axial direction. Since, therefore, the
valve gear for an engine according to the present inven-
tion adopts a simple support structure, the reliability of
the switching operation of switching the rocker arm sup-
port modes is higher than that of the conventional valve
gear described in patent literature 1.
[0019] The track determines the rocker arm moving
path when the second support mode is adopted. That is,
when the rocker arm swings to one end of the track, the
shaft hole of the rocker arm and that of the support wall
are positioned on the same axis. Consequently, the sec-
ond support mode can correctly shift to the first support
mode.
[0020] Accordingly, the present invention can provide
a valve gear for an engine which can smoothly switch
the first support mode in the normal operation state and
the second support mode in the cylinder resting state,
thereby increasing the reliability of the operation.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0021]

Fig. 1 is a sectional view of a valve gear according
to the first embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the valve
gear according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 3 is a side view of a journal member and cam
caps according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the journal member
according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing the assembled
state of the journal member and support members
according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 6 is a sectional view of the journal member and
support members according to the first embodiment;
Fig. 7 is a side view of a rocker arm according to the
first embodiment;
Fig. 8 is a side view showing a pressing piece of the
rocker arm according to the first embodiment in an
enlarged scale;
Fig. 9 is a sectional view of the rocker arm according
to the first embodiment;
Fig. 10 is a sectional view of the valve gear according
to the first embodiment, i.e., Fig. 10 is a sectional
view taken along a line X - X in Fig. 1;
Fig. 11 is a sectional view showing main parts of the
valve gear according to the first embodiment in an
enlarged scale, and shows a state in which a first
support mode is adopted;
Fig. 12 is a sectional view showing the main parts of
the valve gear according to the first embodiment in
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an enlarged scale, and shows a state in which a sec-
ond support mode is adopted;
Fig. 13 is a sectional view showing pin portions of
the rocker arms according to the first embodiment in
an enlarged scale;
Fig. 14 is a sectional view of the valve gear according
to the first embodiment, and shows a state in which
the first support mode is adopted;
Fig. 15 is a sectional view of the valve gear according
to the first embodiment, and shows a state in which
the second support mode is adopted;
Fig. 16 is a sectional view of a valve gear according
to the second embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 17 is a sectional view of the valve gear according
to the second embodiment, i.e., Fig. 17 is a sectional
view taken along a line XVII - XVII in Fig. 16;
Fig. 18 is a sectional view showing main parts of the
valve gear according to the second embodiment in
an enlarged scale, and shows a state in which the
first support mode is adopted;
Fig. 19 is a sectional view showing the main parts of
the valve gear according to the second embodiment
in an enlarged scale, and shows a state in which the
second support mode is adopted; and
Fig. 20 is a side view of a journal member showing
another embodiment of a track.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

(First Embodiment)

[0022] An embodiment of a valve gear for an engine
according to the present invention will be explained in
detail below with reference to Figs. 1 to 15. In this em-
bodiment, a valve gear for a cylinder for which cylinder
resting is performed.
[0023] In a valve gear 1 for an engine shown in Fig. 1,
the rotations of an intake cam shaft 3 and an exhaust
cam shaft 4 formed in a cylinder head 2 are changed into
reciprocal motions by rocker arms 7 to 10 (see Fig. 2) of
intake valves 5 and exhaust valves 6, thereby driving the
intake valves 5 and exhaust valves 6. The rocker arms
7 to 10 are respectively supported by support mechanism
11 to 14 (to be described later). As will be described in
detail later, the support mechanism 11 to 14 can switch
a first support mode in a normal operation state, and a
second support mode in a cylinder resting state.
[0024] The intake cam shaft 3 and exhaust cam shaft
4 rotate when the rotation of a crank shaft (not shown)
is transmitted via a transmission mechanism. The intake
cam shaft 3 includes an intake cam shaft main body 16
rotatably supported by a journal member 15 of the cylin-
der head 2, and an intake valve driving cam 17 formed
in the intake cam shaft main body 16. The exhaust cam
shaft 4 includes an exhaust cam shaft main body 18 ro-
tatably supported by the journal member 15 described
above, and an exhaust valve driving cam 19 formed in
the exhaust cam shaft main body 18.

[0025] The intake valve driving cam 17 is formed for
each intake valve 5, and the exhaust valve driving cam
19 is formed for each exhaust valve 6. The cams 17 and
19 respectively include base circular portions 17a and
19a and apexes 17b and 19b.
[0026] Two intake valves 5 and two exhaust valves 6
are formed for one cylinder. The two intake valves 5 are
arranged with a predetermined spacing in the axial di-
rection of the intake cam shaft 3. The two exhaust valves
6 are arranged with a predetermined spacing in the axial
direction of the exhaust cam shaft 4.
[0027] The intake valve 5 includes a valve body 5a for
opening/closing an intake port 21 of the cylinder head 2,
and a valve stem 5b extending from the valve body 5a
into a valve gear chamber 22 of the cylinder head 2. The
exhaust valve 6 includes a valve body 6a for open-
ing/closing an exhaust port 23 of the cylinder head 2, and
a valve stem 6b extending from the valve body 6a into
the valve gear chamber 22 of the cylinder head 2. Valve
springs 24 for biasing the intake valve 5 and exhaust
valve 6 in a closing direction are formed between the
distal end portions of the valve stems 5b and 6b and the
cylinder head 2. Also, cap-like shims 25 are formed on
the distal end portions of the valve stems 5b and 6b.
[0028] The upstream end of the intake port 21 opens
in one side portion of the cylinder head 2, and the down-
stream end thereof opens in a combustion chamber 26.
The upstream end of the exhaust port 23 opens to the
combustion chamber 26, and the downstream end there-
of opens in the other side portion of the cylinder head 2.
A spark plug 27 is formed in a central portion of the com-
bustion chamber 26.
[0029] The journal member 15 has a function of sup-
porting the intake cam shaft main body 16 and exhaust
cam shaft main body 18 described above, and a function
of supporting the rocker arms 7 to 10 to be described later.
[0030] As shown in Fig. 3, the function of supporting
the intake cam shaft main body 16 and exhaust cam shaft
main body 18 is implemented by an intake cam shaft
journal portion 28 and an exhaust cam shaft journal por-
tion 29 formed on the two end portions of the journal
member 15, and cam caps 30 mounted on the journal
portions 28 and 29. As shown in Fig. 2, the intake cam
shaft journal portion 28 is positioned between the two
intake valves 5 formed for one cylinder. The exhaust cam
shaft journal portion 29 is positioned between the two
exhaust valves 6 formed for one cylinder.
[0031] With the cam shaft main bodies 16 and 18 being
sandwiched between the journal member 15 and cam
caps 30, the cam caps 30 are fixed to the journal portions
28 and 29 by first fixing bolts 31 and second fixing bolts
32 (see Fig. 1). Of the fixing bolts 31 and 32, the first
fixing bolts 31 positioned on the two end portions of the
journal member 15 are screwed into the cylinder head 2
through the journal member 15.
[0032] As shown in Fig. 2, a hole 33 is formed between
the pair of journal portions 28 and 29 of the journal mem-
ber 15. The hole 33 is used to attach a spark plug insertion
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pipe (not shown).
[0033] As shown in Fig. 3, the function of supporting
the rocker arms 7 to 10 is implemented by using, e.g.,
first support walls 34 on the intake valve side and first
support walls 35 on the exhaust valve side formed in the
central portion of the journal member 15, and support
members 36 (see Figs. 2, 4, and 5) facing the first support
walls 34 and 35. The rocker arms 7 to 10 are supported
by the support mechanisms 11 to 14 (to be described
later) so as to be partially inserted between the first sup-
port walls 34 on the intake valve side and the first support
walls 35 on the exhaust valve side, and the support mem-
bers 36. In this embodiment, the first support walls 34
and 35 formed in the journal member 15 form "one sup-
port wall" of the present invention.
[0034] The first support walls 34 on the intake valve
side and the first support walls 35 on the exhaust valve
side are integrated with the journal member 15. Also, the
first support walls 34 and 35 are formed on the two sides
of the journal member 15. The two sides herein men-
tioned are two sides in the axial direction of the intake
cum shaft 3 or exhaust cam shaft 4. Accordingly, the
support members 36 are formed on the two sides of the
journal member 15. The support members 36 are sepa-
rated from the journal member 15, and mounted on the
journal member 15 by mounting bolts 37.
[0035] As shown in Fig. 3, first shaft holes 41 and first
grooves 42 forming parts of the support mechanisms 11
to 14 for supporting the rocker arms 7 to 10 are formed
in those side surfaces of the first support walls 34 on the
intake valve side and the first support walls 35 on the
exhaust valve side, which face the rocker arms 7 to 10.
[0036] The first shaft holes 41 are positioned between
valve stem distal ends 5c and 6c of the intake valve 5
and exhaust valve 6 and the cam shafts 3 and 4 in the
cylinder axial direction (the vertical direction in Fig. 3).
As shown in Fig. 6, the first shaft holes 41 extend through
the journal member 15 in the axial direction (the vertical
direction in Fig. 6) of the cam shafts 3 and 4. Also, the
first shaft holes 41 open in the bottom portions of the first
grooves 42 (to be described later).
[0037] The first shaft holes 41 according to this em-
bodiment include through holes 43 formed in the first sup-
port walls 34 and 35, and hollow portions of first cylindrical
bodies 44 formed in the openings at the two ends of each
through hole 43. The through holes 43 are connected to
first hydraulic oil passages 45 (see Fig. 1) formed in the
journal portion 15 and cylinder head 2. The first hydraulic
oil passages 45 are connected to a hydraulic actuator 46
which supplies oil pressure to the first hydraulic oil pas-
sages 45 when the first support mode (to be described
later) is adopted. That is, the first shaft holes 41 form
parts of the first hydraulic oil passages 45 to which the
hydraulic actuator 46 supplies oil pressure.
[0038] The first cylindrical bodies 44 are fitted in and
held by the openings of the through holes 43.
[0039] As shown in Fig. 3, the first grooves 42 extend
from the first shaft holes 41 in a direction opposite to the

cam shafts 3 and 4. When viewed in the axial direction
of the cam shafts 3 and 4, the shape of the first grooves
42 according to this embodiment is an arc formed around
the valve stem distal end 5c or 6c of the intake valve 5
or exhaust valve 6. A bottom surface 42a of the first
groove 42 and one end face 44a of the first cylindrical
body 44 are positioned on the same plane. In this em-
bodiment, a relatively narrow extended portion 47 is
formed in one end portion of the first groove 42, which is
close to the cam shaft 3 or 4. The extended portion 47
avoids interference with a pin 48 (see Fig. 1) of each of
the rocker arms 7 to 10 (to be described later).
[0040] The width of the first groove 42 is the same as
or slightly larger than the outer diameter of the first cy-
lindrical body 44. A groove wall 42b at one end of the
first groove 42, at which the first shaft hole 41 is posi-
tioned, is formed by a circumferential surface having an
arcuate section positioned on the same axis as that of
the first shaft hole 41 when viewed in the axial direction
of the cam shaft 3 or 4.
[0041] The first grooves 42 function as tracks 49 for
determining the moving paths of the rocker arms 7 to 10
when the second support mode (to be described later)
is adopted. The tracks 49 extend from the first shaft holes
41 in a direction opposite to the cam shafts 3 and 4.
[0042] Mounting seats 50 for mounting the support
members 36 are formed between the first support walls
34 on the intake valve side and the first support walls 35
on the exhaust valve side in the journal member 15. The
mounting seats 50 project in the axial direction of the cam
shafts 3 and 4 from the wall surfaces of the first support
walls 34 and 35.
[0043] A through hole 51 extending in the cylinder axial
direction (the vertical direction in Fig. 3) and two screw
holes 52 extending in the axial direction of the cam shafts
3 and 4 are formed in the mounting seat 50, and knock
pins 53 are formed on it. A fixing bolt 54 (see Fig. 1) is
inserted into the through hole 51. The fixing bolt 54 is
screwed into the cylinder head 2 through the mounting
seat 50. The journal member 15 according to this em-
bodiment is fixed to the cylinder head 2 by the fixing bolts
54 and the above-described first fixing bolts 31 for fixing
the cam caps.
[0044] The mounting bolts 37 extending through the
support member 36 are screwed into the screw holes 52
of the mounting seat 50. The support member 36 is
mounted on the mounting seat 50 by the mounting bolts
37. When the support member 36 is mounted on the
mounting seat 50, spaces S (see Fig. 5) are formed be-
tween the support member 36 and the first support walls
34 and 35. Portions of the rocker arms 7 to 10 (to be
described later) are inserted into the spaces S.
[0045] The knock pins 53 of the mounting seats 50 are
used to position the support member 36 with respect to
the journal member 15. The knock pins 53 fit in pin holes
55 (see Fig. 4) of the support member 36 when the sup-
port member 36 is mounted on the mounting seat 50.
[0046] As shown in Fig. 2, the support member 36 is
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formed into a square pillar shape extending in a direction
in which the intake cam shaft 3 and exhaust cam shaft 4
are arranged. Second support walls 56 and 57 facing the
first support walls 34 and 35 on the journal member side
are formed on one side portion of the support member
36, which faces the journal member 15. That is, on one
side portion of the support member 36, which faces the
journal member 15, the second support wall 56 on the
intake valve side is formed in one end portion in the lon-
gitudinal direction, and the second support wall 57 on the
exhaust valve side is formed in the other end portion. In
this embodiment, the second support walls 56 and 57
formed on the support member 36 form "the other support
wall" of the present invention.
[0047] The second support walls 56 and 57 and the
above-described first support walls 34 and 35 are formed
as separate members, and one is connected to be sep-
arable to the other by fastening members which are the
mounting bolts 37.
[0048] Also, through holes 58 into which the mounting
bolts 37 are inserted and the above-described pin holes
55 are formed between the second support walls 56 and
57 of the support member 36.
[0049] As shown in Fig. 4, second shaft holes 61 and
second grooves 62 are formed in the second support
walls 56 and 57.
[0050] As shown in Fig. 6, the second shaft hole 61
includes a non-through hole 63 formed in the support
member 36, and a hollow portion of a second cylindrical
body 64 formed in the opening of the non-through hole
63. Also, the second shaft hole 61 is positioned on the
same axis as that of the first shaft hole 41 when the sup-
port member 36 is mounted on the journal member 15.
[0051] The non-through holes 63 extend in a direction
parallel to the axial direction of the cam shafts 3 and 4.
[0052] Second hydraulic oil passages 65 formed in the
support member 36 and cylinder head 2 are connected
to the end portions of the non-through holes 63 in the
support member 36.
[0053] The second hydraulic oil passages 65 are con-
nected to the hydraulic actuator 46 which supplies oil
pressure to the second hydraulic oil passages 65 when
the second support mode (to be described later) is adopt-
ed. That is, the second shaft holes 61 form parts of the
second hydraulic oil passages 65 to which the hydraulic
actuator 46 supplies oil pressure.
[0054] When applying oil pressure to the second hy-
draulic oil passages 65, the hydraulic actuator 46 chang-
es the internal state of the above-described first hydraulic
oil passages 45 to a state in which the hydraulic oil can
freely move. On the other hand, when applying oil pres-
sure to the first hydraulic oil passages 45, the hydraulic
actuator 46 changes the internal state of the second hy-
draulic oil passages 65 to a state in which the hydraulic
oil can freely move.
[0055] The second cylindrical body 64 is fitted in and
held by the opening of the non-through hole 63. The inner
diameter of the second cylindrical body 64 (the hole di-

ameter of the second shaft hole 61 which opens in the
second support wall 56 or 57) is the same as the inner
diameter of the above-described first cylindrical body 44
(the hole diameter of the first shaft hole 41 which opens
in the first support wall 34 or 35).
[0056] A piston 66 is movably fitted in the second cy-
lindrical body 64. The piston 66 receives oil pressure sup-
plied to the second hydraulic oil passage 65. The piston
66 is formed into a closed-end cylindrical shape. The
piston 66 is fitted in the second cylindrical body 64 such
that the bottom portion is positioned on the opening side
of the second shaft hole 61. A stopper piece 66a is formed
on the opening-side end portion of the piston 66 having
the closed-end cylindrical shape.
[0057] The stopper piece 66a determines a stop posi-
tion when the piston 66 advances by the oil pressure in
the second hydraulic oil passage 65. The stopper piece
66a according to this embodiment is formed into a flange
shape projecting outside in the radial direction of the pis-
ton 66. When an outer bottom surface 66b of the piston
66 having the closed-end cylindrical shape is positioned
on the same plane as that of one end (opening end) of
the second cylindrical body 64, the stopper piece 66a
abuts against the other end face of the second cylindrical
body 64. The position of the piston 66 when the stopper
piece 66a regulates the advance of the piston 66 by the
oil pressure will simply be called "a retreat position" here-
inafter.
[0058] As shown in Fig. 4, the second grooves 62 of
the second support walls 56 and 57 have the same ar-
rangement as that of the first grooves 42 of the first sup-
port walls 34 and 35.
[0059] That is, the second grooves 62 extend from the
second shaft holes 61 in a direction opposite to the cam
shafts 3 and 4. When viewed in the axial direction of the
cam shafts 3 and 4, the shape of the second groove 62
according to this embodiment is an arc formed around
the valve stem distal end 5c or 6c of the intake valve 5
or exhaust valve 6. A bottom surface 62a of the second
groove 62 and an end face 64a of the second cylindrical
64 are positioned on the same plane. Also, extended
portions 67 for avoiding interference with the pins 48 of
the rocker arms 7 to 10 (to be described later) are formed
in the second grooves 62.
[0060] The width of the second groove 62 is the same
as or slightly larger than the outer diameter of the second
cylindrical body 64. This groove width is the same as that
of the first groove 42.
[0061] A groove wall 62b at one end of the second
groove 62 where the second shaft hole 61 is positioned
is formed by a circumferential surface having an arcuate
section positioned on the same axis as that of the second
shaft hole 61 when viewed in the axial direction of the
cam shaft.
[0062] The second grooves 62 function as the tracks
49 for determining the moving paths of the rocker arms
7 to 10 in cooperation with the first grooves 42 when the
second support mode (to be described later) is adopted.
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[0063] The intake valve rocker arms 7 and 8 in contact
with the intake valve driving cam 17 and the exhaust valve
rocker arms 9 and 10 in contact with the exhaust valve
driving cam 19 have the same structure. As shown in Fig.
7, each of the rocker arms 7 to 10 includes a rocker arm
main body 72 having one end portion on which a pressing
piece 71 which comes in contact with the shim 25 (a valve
stem) of the intake valve 5 or exhaust valve 6 is formed,
a cylindrical body 73 and the pin 48 formed on the other
end portion of the rocker arm main body 72, and a roller
74 formed in a middle portion of the rocker arm main
body 72.
[0064] As shown in Fig. 8, a contact portion 71a of the
pressing piece 71 of the rocker arms 7 to 10, which comes
in contact with the shim 25 (a valve stem) of the intake
valve 5 or exhaust valve 6 is formed to have an arcuate
section projecting toward the intake valve 5 or exhaust
valve 6 when viewed in the axial direction of the cam
shafts 3 and 4. The projecting end of the contact portion
71a has a shape obtained by connecting a plurality of
arcs 76 and 77 having different radii when viewed in the
axial direction of the cam shafts 3 and 4. Of the plurality
of arcs 76 and 77, a radius R1 of the first arc 76 positioned
at the other-end side of the rocker arms 7 to 10 (on the
right side in Fig. 8) is smaller than a radius R2 of the
second arc 77 positioned on one-end side of the rocker
arms 7 to 10.
[0065] As shown in Fig. 9, the cylindrical body 73 of
the rocker arm is formed by a cylinder, and fixed to the
rocker arm main body 72 so as to extend through the
other end portion of the rocker arm main body 72 in a
direction parallel to the axial direction of the cam shafts
3 and 4 (the vertical direction in Fig. 9). The two ends of
the cylindrical body 73 project by a predetermined length
from the side surfaces of the rocker arm main body 72.
[0066] The outer diameter of the cylindrical body 73
has a dimension which fits in the first grooves 42 of the
first support walls 34 and 35 and the second grooves 62
of the second support walls 56 and 57.
[0067] Also, as shown in Figs. 10 and 11, the total
length of the cylindrical body 73 is a length which fits
between the first groove 42 of the journal member 15 and
the second groove 62 of the support member 36 mounted
on the journal member 15. In this embodiment, projecting
portions 73a (see Fig. 11) of the cylindrical body 73, which
project from the rocker arm main body 72, form "a pro-
jection" of an invention described in claim 2.
[0068] The pin 48 of the rocker arms 7 to 10 is formed
by a circular column, and, as shown in Fig. 7, positioned
in a portion between the cylindrical body 73 and roller
74, and closer to the cam shaft side than the cylindrical
body 73. The pin 48 also extends through the rocker arm
main body 72 in the direction parallel to the axial direction
of the cam shafts 3 and 4. The cylindrical body 73 and
pin 48 have the same length. In this embodiment, the pin
48 forms "a stopper" of an invention described in claim 6.
[0069] The roller 74 is rotatably supported by the rocker
arm main body 72 via a bearing 78. The axis of the roller

74 is parallel to those of the cam shafts 3 and 4. As shown
in Fig. 1, the rocker arms 7 to 10 are supported on the
first support walls 34 and 35 and second support walls
56 and 57 by the support mechanisms 11 to 14 (to be
described later) in a state in which the pressing piece 71
(one end) is in contact with the intake valve 5 or exhaust
valve 6, and the cylindrical body 73 (the other end) is
inserted into the space S described previously.
[0070] As shown in Fig. 10, of the four rocker arms 7
to 10 of the valve gear 1, the two intake valve rocker arms
7 and 8 are supported by the first support mechanism 11
and second support mechanism 12. The two exhaust
valve rocker arms 9 and 10 are supported by the third
support mechanism 13 and fourth support mechanism
14. The first to fourth support mechanisms 11 to 14 have
the same structure. Therefore, the first support mecha-
nism 11 for supporting the intake valve rocker arm 7 will
be explained below. The same reference numerals as in
the first support mechanism 11 denote the same parts in
the second to fourth support mechanisms 12 to 14, and
a detailed explanation thereof will be omitted.
[0071] As shown in Fig. 1, the first support mechanism
11 includes a rocker shaft 81 positioned in the cylindrical
body 73 of the rocker arm 7, and a pressing mechanism
82 for biasing the end portion of the rocker arm 7, which
includes the cylindrical body 73, toward the cam 17 of
the intake valve cam shaft 3.
[0072] As shown in Fig. 11, the rocker shaft 81 includes
a first rocker shaft half portion 83 and second rocker shaft
half portion 84.
[0073] The first rocker shaft half portion 83 and second
rocker shaft half portion 84 extend in the axial direction
of the cam shafts 3 and 4 (the vertical direction in Fig.
11). Also, the first rocker shaft half portion 83 and second
rocker shaft half portion 84 are arranged along the axial
direction and in contact with each other. The length of
the first rocker shaft half portion 83 is equal to that of the
cylindrical body 73 of the rocker arm. The second rocker
shaft half portion 84 is formed to be shorter than the first
rocker shaft half portion 83, and arranged along the axial
direction such that the distal end is in contact with the
first rocker shaft half portion 83. Also, the diameters of
the first rocker shaft half portion 83 and second rocker
shaft half portion 84 are the same.
[0074] The first rocker shaft half portion 83 shown in
Fig. 11 is movably fitted in a third shaft hole 85 which is
a hollow portion of the cylindrical body 73 of the rocker
arm 7, and in the second shaft hole 61 (the second cy-
lindrical body 64) of the second support wall 56. The third
shaft hole 85 of each of the rocker arms 7 to 10 is posi-
tioned on the same axis as that of the cylindrical body
73, and extends through each of the rocker arms 7 to 10.
The diameter of the third shaft hole 85 is the same as
those of the first and second shaft holes 41 and 61.
[0075] The second rocker shaft half portion 84 shown
in Fig. 11 is movably fitted in the first shaft hole 41 (the
first cylindrical body 44) formed in the first support wall
34, and in the third shaft hole 85 of the rocker arm 7.
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[0076] As shown in Fig. 10, the second rocker shaft
half portions 84 according to this embodiment are insert-
ed into the two end portions of the first shaft hole 41
extending through the journal member 15. That is, the
second rocker shaft half portion 84 of the first support
mechanism 11 and the second rocker shaft half portion
84 of the second support mechanism 12 are inserted into
one first shaft hole 41. In addition, the second rocker
shaft half portion 84 of the third support mechanism 13
and the rocker shaft half portion 84 of the fourth support
mechanism 14 are inserted into one first shaft hole 41.
[0077] Furthermore, the second rocker shaft half por-
tion 84 is movably fitted in the first cylindrical body 44 so
as to receive the oil pressure supplied into the first hy-
draulic oil passage 45. That is, the second rocker shaft
half portion 84 forms a piston which moves in the first
cylindrical body 44. As shown in Fig. 11, a stopper piece
84a and a recess 84b are formed in the end portion of
the second rocker shaft half portion 84, which is opposite
to the first rocker shaft half portion 83. The stopper piece
84a determines a stop position of the second rocker shaft
half portion 84 when the second rocker shaft half portion
84 advances by the oil pressure in the first hydraulic oil
passage 45.
[0078] The stopper piece 84a is formed into a flange
shape projecting outside in the radial direction of the sec-
ond rocker shaft half portion 84. Also, the stopper piece
84a abuts against the other end face 44b of the first cy-
lindrical body 44 in a state in which one end portion (the
front end portion when advancing) of the second rocker
shaft half portion 84 is fitted in the third shaft hole 85 of
the rocker arm 7. The position of the second rocker shaft
half portion 84 when the stopper piece 84a regulates the
advance of the second rocker shaft half portion 84 will
simply be called "an advance position" hereinafter.
[0079] One end portion of a compression coil spring
86 abuts against the bottom of the recess 84b of the
second rocker shaft half portion 84. The compression
coil spring 86 biases the second rocker shaft half portion
84 positioned in one end of the through hole 43 and the
second rocker shaft half portion 84 positioned in the other
end of the through hole 43 in directions away from each
other. Therefore, if the oil pressure supplied to the first
hydraulic oil passage 45 including the through hole 43 is
interrupted for some reason, the spring force of the com-
pression coil spring 86 moves the second rocker shaft
half portion 84 to the advance position.
[0080] As shown in Fig. 1, the pressing mechanism 82
includes a closed-end cylindrical pressing member 91
movably supported by the cylinder head 2, and a com-
pression coil spring 92 inserted between the pressing
member 91 and cylinder head 2. The pressing member
91 is formed into a closed-end cylindrical shape, and sup-
ported by the cylinder head 2 such that the bottom portion
is in contact with the rocker arms 7 to 10. The compres-
sion coil spring 92 is accommodated in a compressed
state in the pressing member 91. In this embodiment, the
compression coil spring 92 for pushing the pressing

member 91 as described above forms "a return spring
configured to bias the rocker arm toward the cam" of the
present invention.
[0081] The first support mode is adopted when the hy-
draulic actuator 46 applies oil pressure to the first hy-
draulic oil passage 45 in the support mechanism 11.
[0082] When the oil pressure is applied to the first hy-
draulic oil passage 45 and the hydraulic oil in the second
hydraulic oil passage 65 becomes freely movable, the
rocker shaft 81 moves to the position shown in Fig. 11.
That is, the first and second support walls 34 and 56 and
the rocker arm 7 are connected via the rocker shaft 81.
More specifically, when the first support mode is adopted,
the oil pressure is applied to the second rocker shaft half
portion 84, so the second rocker shaft half portion 84
moves to the advance position and fits in the first shaft
hole 41 and the third shaft hole 85 of the rocker arm 7.
In addition, the first rocker shaft half portion 83 moves
as it is pushed by the second rocker shaft half portion
84, and fits in the third shaft hole 85 of the rocker arm 7
and the second shaft hole 61.
[0083] When the first support mode is adopted, as
shown in Fig. 14, the rocker arm 7 swings around the
rocker shaft 81, and the pressing piece 71 presses the
intake valve 5 against the spring force of the valve spring
24. In this state, the rocker arm 7 swings between the
position of maximum lift shown in Fig. 14 and the initial
position shown in Fig. 1.
[0084] When the first support mode is adopted, there-
fore, the rotations of the intake valve driving cam 17 and
exhaust valve driving cam 18 are converted into recipro-
cal motions by all the rocker arms 7 to 10 and transmitted
to the intake valve 5 or exhaust valve 6, thereby setting
the normal operation state.
[0085] On the other hand, the mode shifts to the second
support mode shown in Fig. 12 when the hydraulic actu-
ator 46 applies oil pressure to the second hydraulic oil
passage 65 and the hydraulic oil in the first hydraulic oil
passage 45 becomes freely movable. That is, the rocker
shaft 81 moves to a position where the connection be-
tween the first and second support walls 34 and 56 and
the rocker arm 7 is canceled. More specifically, when the
second support mode is adopted, the oil pressure is ap-
plied to the piston 66, and the piston 66 moves to the
retreat position. In this case, the first rocker shaft half
portion 83 is pushed out from the second shaft hole 61
by the piston 66, and accommodated in the cylindrical
body 73 of the rocker arm 7. In addition, the second rocker
shaft half portion 84 is pushed out from the cylindrical
body 73 by the first rocker shaft half portion 83, and ac-
commodated in the first shaft hole 41.
[0086] When the second support mode is adopted, as
shown in Fig. 15, the rocker arm 7 is pushed by the cam
17 and swings around the pressing piece 71 along the
track 49 (the first and second grooves 42 and 62). This
swinging motion of the rocker arm 7 is performed by the
cylindrical body 73 which is fitted in the first groove 42
and second groove 62 and slides along the first and sec-
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ond grooves 42 and 62.
[0087] In this state, the pressing piece 71 rolls on the
distal end face of the shim 25 as the rocker arm 7 swings,
because the contact portion 71a of the pressing piece
71, which is in contact with the intake valve 5 or exhaust
valve 6, is formed to have an arcuate section.
[0088] After the apex 17b of the cam 17 goes over the
roller 74, the rocker arm 7 is pressed by the pressing
mechanism 82, moves along the track 49, and returns to
the initial position. In this state, the rocker arm 7 swings
between the position of maximum lift shown in Fig. 15
and the initial position shown in Fig. 1.
[0089] When the rocker arm 7 swings along the track
49, as shown in Fig. 13, one end of the pin 48 of the
rocker arm 7 faces the second rocker shaft half portion
84, and the other end of the pin 48 faces the piston 66.
In other words, the pin 48 is arranged in a position where
the pin 48 faces the second rocker shaft half portion 84
and piston 66 when the second support mode is adopted
and the rocker arm 7 swings. By facing the second rocker
shaft half portion 84 and piston 66, the pin 48 inhibits
these members from projecting into the moving region
(space S) of the rocker arm 7 from the first support wall
34 and second support wall 56.
[0090] When the second support mode is adopted,
therefore, no driving force is transmitted from all the rock-
er arms 7 to 10 to the intake valve 5 or exhaust valve 6,
so the intake valve 5 or exhaust valve 6 is kept closed,
thereby setting the cylinder resting state.
[0091] When returning to the normal operation state
from this cylinder resting state, the oil pressure need only
be applied to the first hydraulic oil passage 45. This is so
because the moving path of the rocker arm 7 is regulated
by the track 49. In the second support mode, the rocker
arm 7 is positioned in the above-described initial position
because the base circular portion 17a of the cam 17
comes in contact with the roller 74.
[0092] This initial position is a position where one end
of the track 49 regulates the movement of the cylindrical
body 73. When the rocker arm 7 is thus positioned in the
initial position, the third shaft hole 85 of the rocker arm 7
and the first and second shaft holes 41 and 61 are posi-
tioned on the same axis. That is, when the rocker arm 7
is positioned in the initial position by applying oil pressure
to the first hydraulic oil passage 45, the second rocker
shaft half portion 84 readily moves to the advance posi-
tion by the oil pressure.
[0093] Consequently, the second support mode can
correctly shift to the first support mode.
[0094] In the valve gear 1 for an engine according to
this embodiment, the normal operation state and cylinder
resting state are switched by moving the rocker shaft 81
in the axial direction. That is, the valve gear 1 for an en-
gine according to this embodiment adopts a simple struc-
ture as the support structures 11 to 14 of the rocker arms
7 to 10. In the valve gear 1 for an engine, therefore, the
reliability of the switching operation of switching the rock-
er arm support modes is higher than that of the conven-

tional valve gear described in patent literature 1.
[0095] The track 49 according to this embodiment is
formed by the first and second grooves 42 and 62 formed
in the side surfaces of the first and second support walls
34, 35, 56, and 57, which face the rocker arms 7 to 10.
The projecting portions 73a of the cylindrical bodies 73,
which are formed into the shape to be fitted in the first
and second grooves 42 and 62, are formed on those side
surfaces of the rocker arms 7 to 10, which face the first
and second support walls 34, 35, 56, and 57, so as to
project from these side surfaces.
[0096] In this embodiment, the track 49 is formed by
using portions of the first and second support walls 34,
35, 56, and 57 without using any dedicated member. Ac-
cordingly, when implementing the second support mode
in which the rocker arms 7 to 10 are supported to be
swingable along the track 49, it is unnecessary to in-
crease the number of constituent parts, so the manufac-
turing cost can be decreased.
[0097] The first and second shaft holes 41 and 61 ac-
cording to this embodiment open in the bottom portions
of the first and second grooves 42 and 62. The third shaft
holes 85 of the rocker arms 7 to 10 are positioned on the
same axes as those of the cylindrical bodies 73 (projec-
tions), and formed to extend through the rocker arms 7
to 10. The diameter of the first and second shaft holes
41 and 61 is the same as that of the third shaft holes 85.
[0098] In this embodiment, the cylindrical body 73
moves along the first and second grooves 42 and 62,
and is positioned in a position where the cylindrical body
73 faces the first and second shaft holes 41 and 61.
Therefore, the rocker shaft 81 can fit in the first and sec-
ond shaft holes 41 and 61 and the third shaft hole 85.
This makes it possible to accurately and rapidly align the
third shaft hole 85 with the first and second shaft holes
41 and 61 by using the fitting between the cylindrical body
73 and the first and second grooves 42 and 62.
[0099] Accordingly, this embodiment can provide a
valve gear capable of smoothly performing the operation
of shifting the second support mode to the first support
mode.
[0100] The first and second grooves 42 and 62 accord-
ing to this embodiment are formed into an arc shape
around the valve stem distal end 5c or 6c of the intake
valve 5 or exhaust valve 6 when viewed in the axial di-
rection of the cam shafts 3 and 4. In addition, the first
and second grooves 42 and 62 are formed into a shape
matching the swinging direction of the rocker arms 7 to
10 when the second support mode is adopted. In this
embodiment, therefore, the rocker arms 7 to 10 smoothly
swing when the second support mode is adopted, and
this reduces an output loss caused when the rocker arms
7 to 10 swing as the cam shafts 3 and 4 rotate in the
cylinder resting state. Furthermore, abrasion of the slid-
ing portions of the cylindrical bodies 73 of the rocker arms
7 to 10 and the first and second grooves 42 and 62 re-
duces, so it is possible to maintain the initial performance
for a long time period.
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[0101] In the valve gear 1 for an engine according to
this embodiment, the first support mode is adopted by
supplying oil pressure to the first hydraulic oil passages
45, and the second support mode is adopted by supplying
oil pressure to the second hydraulic oil passages 65.
[0102] Accordingly, the rocker shafts 81 are forcedly
moved by the oil pressure when switching the first and
second support modes. Therefore, this embodiment can
provide a valve gear which increases the reliability of the
operation of switching the first and second support
modes.
[0103] The rocker arms 7 to 10 according to this em-
bodiment include the pins 48 (stoppers) which face the
second rocker shaft half portions 84 and pistons 66 in a
state in which the second support mode is adopted and
the rocker arms 7 to 10 swing.
[0104] In this embodiment, therefore, the second rock-
er shaft half portions 84 and pistons 66 do not interfere
with the swinging motions of the rocker arms 7 to 10 when
the second support mode is adopted. Accordingly, the
rocker arms 7 to 10 always correctly swing in the cylinder
resting state, so a valve gear for an engine which further
increases the operation reliability can be provided.
[0105] The first support walls 34 and 35 and the second
support walls 56 and 57 according to this embodiment
are formed as separate members, and one is detachably
connected to the other by using the mounting bolts 37
(fastening members).
[0106] In this embodiment, therefore, the first and sec-
ond grooves 42 and 62 can be formed by machining in
the first support walls 34 and 35 and the second support
walls 56 and 57. Accordingly, it is possible to provide a
valve gear for an engine which is readily manufacturable
although the valve gear includes the track 49 formed by
the grooves in order to regulate the swinging motions of
the rocker arms 7 to 10.
[0107] The first support walls 34 and 35 according to
this embodiment are integrated with the cam shaft journal
member 15 of the cylinder head 2.
[0108] Accordingly, this embodiment need not include
any mounting portions for mounting the first support walls
34 and 35 on the cam shaft journal member 15, and hence
can achieve downsizing and cost reduction.
[0109] The contact portion 71a of the rocker arms 7 to
10 according to this embodiment, which comes in contact
with the valve stem of the intake valve 5 or exhaust valve
6 is formed in one end portion of the rocker arms 7 to 10
so as to have an arcuate section when viewed in the axial
direction of the cam shafts 3 and 4. The shape of the
projecting end of the contact portion 71a is a shape ob-
tained by connecting the first arc 76 and second arc 77.
The radius R1 of the first arc 76 positioned in the other
end of the rocker arms 7 to 10 is smaller than the radius
R2 of the second arc 77 positioned in one end of the
rocker arms 7 to 10.
[0110] The contact portion 71a of the rocker arms 7 to
10 according to this embodiment is formed to have an
arcuate section, and hence can roll on the shim 25 (a

valve stem) as the rocker arms 7 to 10 swing when the
second support mode is adopted. Of the plurality of arcs
forming the projecting end of the contact portion 71a, the
first arc 76 having a small radius comes in contact with
the shim 25 when the swinging angle of the rocker arms
7 to 10 increases. When the swinging angle of the rocker
arms 7 to 10 increases, the cylindrical bodies 73 of the
rocker arms 7 to 10 swing in the direction away from the
cam shafts 3 and 4.
[0111] That is, the pressing piece 71 of the rocker arms
7 to 10 rolls along the distal end face of the shim 25
without falling off from the distal end face, until the swing-
ing angle of the rocker arms 7 to 10 becomes maximum.
[0112] Accordingly, this embodiment can provide a
valve gear for an engine capable of switching the normal
operation state and cylinder resting state by using the
cam shafts 3 and 4 having a large valve lift amount.

(Second Embodiment)

[0113] The support mechanism can be configured as
shown in Figs. 16 to 19. The same reference numerals
as in Figs. 1 to 15 denote the same or similar members
in Figs. 16 to 19, and a detailed explanation thereof will
properly be omitted.
[0114] Only a portion of a valve gear 101 for an engine
according to the second embodiment differs from the
valve gear 1 for an engine explained with reference to
Figs. 1 to 15, and the rest is equally formed. The different
portion includes the arrangements of rocker arms 102 to
105, first and second grooves 106 and 107, rocker shafts
108, and a hydraulic system for driving the rocker shafts
108.
[0115] As shown in Fig. 16, the rocker arms 102 to 105
according to this embodiment do not include the pins 48
used in the first embodiment. This is so because, as will
be described in detail later, the rocker shafts 108 do not
project into the moving regions (spaces S) of the rocker
arms 102 to 105 when the second support mode is adopt-
ed.
[0116] In addition, the first and second grooves 106
and 107 according to this embodiment do not have the
extended portions 47 and 67 formed in the first embod-
iment.
[0117] As shown in Figs. 17 and 18, the rocker shaft
108 according to this embodiment includes a closed-end
cylindrical first rocker shaft half portion 111 and a closed-
end cylindrical second rocker shaft half portion 112 ar-
ranged in the axial direction. The rocker shaft half por-
tions 111 and 112 have the same outer diameter. Also,
the lengths of the first rocker shaft half portion 111 and
second rocker shaft half portion 112 are set such that the
total length of the rocker shaft 108 comprising the rocker
shaft half portions 111 and 112 brought into contact with
each other matches the length of a third shaft hole 85 of
the rocker arms 102 to 105.
[0118] The first rocker shaft half portion 111 and sec-
ond rocker shaft half portion 112 are movably fitted, with
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their openings facing each other, in first and second shaft
holes 41 and 61 and the third shaft hole 85. The first
rocker shaft half portion 111 shown in Fig. 18 is movably
fitted in the first shaft hole 41 and third shaft hole 85. The
second rocker shaft half portion 112 shown in Fig. 18 is
movably fitted in the third shaft hole 85 and second shaft
hole 61.
[0119] Also, a compression coil spring 113 is accom-
modated in the first rocker shaft half portion 111 and sec-
ond rocker shaft half portion 112. The compression coil
spring 113 biases the rocker shaft half portions 111 and
112 in directions away from each other. In this embodi-
ment, the compression coil spring 113 forms "a spring
member" of an invention described in claim 7.
[0120] A closed-end cylindrical piston 114 is movably
fitted in the first shaft hole 41 (a first cylindrical body 44)
according to this embodiment. The piston 114 is used to
receive oil pressure supplied to a first hydraulic oil pas-
sage 45. The piston 114 is movably fitted in the first cy-
lindrical body 44 such that the bottom portion is in contact
with the first rocker shaft half portion 111. A flange-like
stopper piece 114a projecting outside in the radial direc-
tion is formed on the opening-side end portion of the pis-
ton 114.
[0121] The stopper piece 114a regulates the move-
ment of the piston 114a by abutting against an end face
44b of the first cylindrical body 44. As shown in Fig. 19,
a bottom surface 114b of the piston 114 (a surface which
comes in contact with the first rocker shaft half portion
111) is positioned on the same plane as that of a bottom
surface 106a of the first groove 106 in a state in which
the stopper piece 114a abuts against the first cylindrical
body 44. In this embodiment, the piston 114 inserted into
the first shaft hole 41 and a piston 66 inserted into the
second shaft hole 61 form "a piston" of the invention de-
scribed in claim 7.
[0122] A hydraulic actuator 46 according to this em-
bodiment sets a state in which hydraulic oil can freely
move through both the first hydraulic oil passage 45 and
a second hydraulic oil passage 65 when the first support
mode is adopted. Also, the hydraulic actuator 46 applies
oil pressure to both the first hydraulic oil passage 45 and
second hydraulic oil passage 65 when the second sup-
port mode is adopted.
[0123] In the valve gear 101 for an engine disclosed in
this embodiment, when the first support mode is adopted
and oil pressure disappears in the first hydraulic oil pas-
sage 45 and second hydraulic oil passage 65, the spring
force of the compression coil spring 113 pushes the first
rocker shaft half portion 111 and second rocker shaft half
portion 112. Then, as shown in Fig. 18, the first rocker
shaft half portion 111 fits in the first shaft hole 41 and
third shaft hole 85. On the other hand, the second rocker
shaft half portion 112 fits in the second shaft hole 61 and
third shaft hole 85. When the first support mode is adopt-
ed, therefore, the rocker arms 102 to 105 swing around
the first and second rocker shaft half portions 111 and
112, thereby setting a normal operation state.

[0124] On the other hand, when the second support
mode is adopted, oil pressure is applied to the first hy-
draulic oil passage 45 and second hydraulic oil passage
65. In this case, the piston 114 in the first shaft hole 41
pushes the first rocker shaft half portion 111 toward the
rocker arms 102 to 105, and the piston 66 in the second
shaft hole 61 pushes the second rocker shaft half portion
112 toward the rocker arms 102 to 105. As shown in Fig.
19, the first rocker shaft half portion 111 and second rock-
er shaft half portion 112 are accommodated in the third
shaft hole 85. When the second support mode is adopted,
the rocker arms 102 to 105 swing along the first and sec-
ond grooves 42 and 62, thereby setting a cylinder resting
state.
[0125] In this embodiment, therefore, the first support
mode and second support mode are switched by only
switching the state in which oil pressure is supplied to
both the first hydraulic oil passage 45 and second hy-
draulic oil passage 65, and the state in which oil pressure
disappears from the two hydraulic oil passages 45 and
65. That is, when adopting this embodiment, the hydrau-
lic circuit is simplified compared to a case in which the
supply and stop of oil pressure are individually switched
in the two hydraulic oil passages 45 and 65. Accordingly,
this embodiment can provide a valve gear for an engine
capable of reducing the manufacturing cost of the hy-
draulic actuator 46 and the hydraulic circuit.
[0126] In the first embodiment and second embodi-
ment described above, the first groove 42 and second
groove 62 are formed into an arcuate shape. However,
the present invention is not limited to this. As shown in
Fig. 20, the first groove 42 and second groove 62 can
also be formed into a linear shape extending along the
valve stem of the intake valve 5 or exhaust valve 6.
[0127] Even when adopting this embodiment, the
same effects as those of the above-described embodi-
ments can be obtained.

Explanation of the Reference Numerals and Signs

[0128] 1, 101...valve gear, 2...cylinder head, 3...intake
cam shaft, 4...exhaust cam shaft, 5...intake valve, 6...ex-
haust valve, 7 - 10, 102 - 105...rocker arm, 11 - 14...sup-
port mechanism, 15...journal member, 16...intake cam
shaft main body, 17, 19...cam, 18...exhaust cam shaft
main body, 34, 35...first support wall, 36...support mem-
ber, 41...first shaft hole, 42...first groove, 49...track, 56,
57...second support wall, 61...second shaft hole,
62...second groove, 81, 108...rocker shaft, 83, 111...first
rocker shaft half portion, 84, 112...second rocker shaft
half portion, 85...third shaft hole

Claims

1. A valve gear for an engine, comprising:

a cam shaft including one of an intake valve driv-
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ing cam and an exhaust valve driving cam, and
rotatably supported by a cylinder head;
a pair of support walls formed in the cylinder
head such that the pair of support walls are
spaced apart and face each other in an axial
direction of the cam shaft; and
a rocker arm having one end in contact with a
valve stem of one of an intake valve and an ex-
haust valve and the other end inserted between
the pair of support walls, and supported on the
support wall by a support mechanism,
wherein the support mechanism is configured
to switch a plurality of support modes, and in-
cludes:

shaft holes formed in the pair of support
walls and the other end of the rocker arm,
the shaft holes each extending parallel to
the cam shaft;
a rocker shaft configured to movably fit in
the shaft holes;
tracks formed in the pair of support walls,
the tracks each extending from the corre-
sponding shaft hole in a direction opposite
to the cam shaft; and
a return spring configured to bias the rocker
arm toward the cam,
the plurality of support modes include:

a first support mode in which the rocker arm
swings around the rocker shaft as a swinging
center, to convert a rotation of the cam into a
reciprocal motion and transmit the reciprocal
motion to one of the intake valve and the exhaust
valve; and
a second support mode in which the rocker arm
swings along the track around a portion in con-
tact with the valve stem of one of the intake valve
and the exhaust valve, as a swinging center, to
keep the one of the intake valve and the exhaust
valve closed, and
the rocker shaft moves to a position where the
support walls and the rocker arm are connected
via the rocker shaft when the first support mode
is adopted, and the rocker shaft moves to a po-
sition where the connection between the support
wall and the rocker arm is canceled when the
second support mode is adopted.

2. The valve gear for an engine according to claim 1,
wherein
the tracks each include a groove formed in a side
surface of the corresponding support wall which fac-
es the rocker arm, and
projections are provided in side surfaces of the rock-
er arm each of which faces the respective support
walls, the projections each formed into a shape
which fits in the groove and projecting from the cor-

responding side surface.

3. The valve gear for an engine according to claim 2,
wherein
the shaft holes of the support walls each open in a
bottom portion of the corresponding groove,
the shaft hole of the rocker arm is positioned on the
same axis as that of the projection, and formed to
extend through the rocker arm, and
diameters of the shaft holes of the support walls and
a diameter of the shaft hole of the rocker arm are the
same.

4. The valve gear for an engine according to claim 2 or
3, wherein when viewed in the axial direction of the
cam shaft, the groove is formed into an arcuate
shape around a distal end of the valve stem of one
of the intake valve and the exhaust valve, or a linear
shape extending along the valve stem of one of the
intake valve and the exhaust valve.

5. The valve gear for an engine according to any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the shaft holes formed in the pair of support walls
form a part of a hydraulic oil passage to which oil
pressure is supplied by a hydraulic actuator,
the rocker shaft includes a first rocker shaft half por-
tion formed to have a length equal to a length of the
shaft hole of the rocker arm, and
a second rocker shaft half portion inserted into the
shaft hole of one of the pair of support walls to receive
the oil pressure of the hydraulic oil passage, and
arranged in an axial direction such that its distal end
is in contact with the first rocker shaft half portion,
a piston configured to receive the oil pressure of the
hydraulic oil passage is fitted in the shaft hole of the
other one of the pair of support walls,
when the first support mode is adopted, by applying
the oil pressure to the second rocker shaft half por-
tion, the second rocker shaft half portion fits in the
shaft hole of the one of the support walls and the
shaft hole of the rocker arm, and the first rocker shaft
half portion fits in both the shaft hole of the rocker
arm and the shaft hole of the other one of the support
walls, and
when the second support mode is adopted, by ap-
plying the oil pressure to the piston, the first rocker
shaft half portion is accommodated in the rocker arm,
and the second rocker shaft half portion is accom-
modated in the one of the support walls.

6. The valve gear for an engine according to claim 5,
wherein the rocker arm includes a stopper config-
ured to face the second rocker shaft half portion and
the piston and inhibit the second rocker shaft half
portion and the piston from projecting from the sup-
port walls into a moving region of the rocker arm,
when the second support mode is adopted and the
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rocker arm swings.

7. The valve gear for an engine according to any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the shaft holes formed in the pair of support walls
form a part of a hydraulic oil passage to which oil
pressure is supplied by a hydraulic actuator,
the rocker shaft includes a first rocker shaft half por-
tion and a second rocker shaft half portion arranged
in an axial direction,
a length of the first rocker shaft half portion and a
length of the second rocker shaft half portion are a
length such that a total length of the rocker shaft
comprising these rocker shaft half portions brought
into contact with each other matches a length of the
shaft hole of the rocker arm,
a spring member configured to bias the first rocker
shaft half portion and the second rocker shaft half
portion in directions away from each other is accom-
modated in the rocker shaft half portions,
pistons each configured to receive the oil pressure
of the hydraulic oil passage including the shaft holes
of the pair of support walls are fitted in the respective
shaft holes,
when the first support mode is adopted, the first rock-
er shaft half portion and the second rocker shaft half
portion are pushed by a spring force of the spring
member and each fitted in both the shaft hole of the
rocker arm and the shaft hole of the corresponding
support wall, and
when the second support mode is adopted, the oil
pressure is applied to the pistons, and the first rocker
shaft half portion and the second rocker shaft half
portion are accommodated in the rocker arm.

8. The valve gear for an engine according to any one
of claim 1 to 7, wherein one support wall and the
other support wall of the pair of support walls are
formed as separate members, and the one support
wall is connected with each other by a fastening
member to be separable from the other support wall.

9. The valve gear for an engine according to claim 8,
wherein the one support wall of the pair of support
walls is integrated with a cam shaft journal member
of the cylinder head.

10. The valve gear for an engine according to any one
of claims 1 to 9, wherein
the contact portion of the rocker arm, which comes
in contact with the valve stem of one of the intake
valve and the exhaust valve, is provided in one end
portion of the rocker arm, and formed to have an
arcuate section projecting toward the one of the in-
take valve and the exhaust valve when viewed in the
axial direction of the cam shaft,
a shape of a projecting end of the contact portion is
a shape obtained by connecting a plurality of arcs

having different radii when viewed in the axial direc-
tion of the cam shaft, and
a radius of one of the plurality of arcs, which is po-
sitioned closer to the other end of the rocker arm is
smaller than a radius of an arc positioned closer to
the one end of the rocker arm.
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