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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates generally to quantum
computers. More specifically, the invention relates to
generating fundamental logical operations in quantum
computers.

Background of the Invention

[0002] A classical computer operates by processing
binary bits of information that change state according to
the laws of classical physics. These information bits can
be modified by using simple logic gates such as AND
and OR gates. The binary bits are physically created by
a high or a low energy level occurring at the output of the
logic gate to represent either a logical one (e.g. high volt-
age) or a logical zero (e.g. low voltage). A classical al-
gorithm, such as one that multiplies two integers, can be
decomposed into a long string of these simple logic gates.
Like a classical computer, a quantum computer also has
bits and gates. Instead of using logical ones and zeroes,
a quantum bit ("qubit") uses quantum mechanics to oc-
cupy both possibilities simultaneously. This ability means
that a quantum computer can solve a large class of prob-
lems with exponentially greater efficiency than that of a
classical computer.
[0003] WO2009020884 describes a quantum logic
gate formed from multiple qubits coupled to a common
resonator, wherein quantum states in the qubits are
transferred to the resonator by transitioning a classical
control parameter between control points at a selected
one of slow and fast transition speeds, relative to the
characteristic energy of the coupling, whereby a slow
transition speed exchanges energy states of a qubit and
the resonator, and a fast transition speed preserves the
energy states of a qubit and the resonator.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] Accordingly, a method and quantum logic gate
in accordance with the claim set which follows are pro-
vided.
In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, a
first control parameter associated with a first qubit cou-
pled to a resonator is transitioned from a first control value
to an intermediate second control value via an adiabatic
sweep operation to permit a transfer of energy between
the first qubit and the resonator that causes a change in
the quantum state of the qubit and resonator. The first
control parameter is transitioned from the intermediate
second control value to a third control value via a jump
operation as to maintain the quantum state of the qubit
and resonator.
[0005] In accordance with another aspect of the

present invention, a method for performing a quantum
gate operation is provided. A first classical control pa-
rameter is associated with a first qubit and coupled to a
resonator. The first classical control parameter is transi-
tioned from a first control value to a intermediate second
control value. The first classical control parameter is re-
turned from the intermediate second control value to the
first control value via an adiabatic sweep operation, as
to permit a transfer of energy between the first qubit and
the resonator that causes a change in the quantum state
of the qubit and resonator.
[0006] In accordance with yet another aspect of the
present invention, a method is provided for performing a
quantum gate operation. A first classical control param-
eter is associated with a first qubit and coupled to a res-
onator. The first classical control parameter is adiabati-
cally swept from a first control value to an intermediate
second control value, such that the coupled first qubit
and resonator enter a quantum state associated with a
first energy state of a crossing of the first energy state
and a second energy state. The first classical control pa-
rameter is jumped from the intermediate second control
value to a third control value such that the quantum state
of the coupled first qubit and resonator jumps through
the crossing of the first and second energy states. The
first classical control parameter is returned from the third
control value to the first control value via an adiabatic
sweep operation, such that the quantum state of the cou-
pled first qubit and resonator avoids the crossing of the
first and second energy states and transitions to the sec-
ond energy state.
[0007] In accordance with still another aspect of the
present invention, a quantum logic gate is provided com-
prising a resonator and a qubit coupled to the resonator,
with a coupling between the qubit and the resonator hav-
ing a characteristic energy. A classical control mecha-
nism is coupled to the qubit to adjust a quantum state of
the qubit by adjusting a value of a classical control pa-
rameter associated with the qubit, such that transitioning
the classical control parameter slowly relative to the char-
acteristic energy permits a transfer of energy between
the qubit and the resonator, and a rapid transition of the
classical control parameter relative to the characteristic
energy preserves the quantum states of each of the qubit
and the resonator.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The features, objects, and advantages of the
invention will become more apparent from the detailed
description set forth below when taken in conjunction with
the drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1A is a basic block diagram of a quantum circuit
according to the invention showing a single qubit with
classical control and coupled to a resonator.
FIG. 1B is a general block diagram of a quantum
circuit according to the invention showing an arbi-
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trary number of n qubits, each with classical control
and coupled to a common resonator, for performing
an arbitrary logical operation.
FIG. 2A is an energy diagram for a system having
an uncoupled qubit and resonator, showing inde-
pendent state changes in response to a classical
control parameter.
FIG. 2B is an energy diagram for a system having a
qubit coupled to a resonator, illustrating the concept
of avoided crossing.
FIG. 3A is an energy diagram for the system of FIG.
2B, with truth table for qubit and resonator logic
states, illustrating the concept of a fast jump between
control points that preserves the state of the system.
FIG. 3B is the energy diagram for the system of FIG.
2B, showing a truth table for qubit and resonator logic
states, illustrating the concept of the adiabatic
sweep.
FIG. 4A is an energy diagram showing the first four
energy levels of coupled qubit-resonator system
changing states responsive to an adiabatic sweep
using a classical control parameter according to the
invention.
FIG. 4B is a truth table listing qubit and resonator
states at each control point for the diagram of FIG.
4A.
FIG. 5A is an energy diagram showing the first four
energy levels of a coupled qubit-resonator system
changing states responsive to a fast jump through
an energy crossing (point B) using a classical control
parameter according to the invention.
FIG. 5B is a truth table listing qubit and resonator
states at each control point for the diagram of FIG. 5A
FIG. 6 is a truth table for a STORE operation
achieved according to the invention employing two
qubits coupled to a common resonator, and showing
state changes corresponding to a sequence of con-
trol pulse sweeps.
FIG. 7 is a truth table for a SWAP operation achieved
according to the invention employing two qubits cou-
pled to a common resonator, and showing state
changes corresponding to another sequence of con-
trol pulse sweeps.
FIG. 8 is a truth table for a CNOT operation achieved
according to the invention employing two qubits cou-
pled to a common resonator, and showing state
changes corresponding to a combination of control
pulse sweep and jump operations.
FIG. 9 is a block diagram of a quantum circuit ac-
cording to the invention having multiple qubits cou-
pled to a common resonator for performing an arbi-
trary logical operation.
FIG. 10 is a flow diagram illustrating an embodiment
of a method according to the invention for creating
a quantum logic gate.
FIG. 11 is a flow diagram illustrating an embodiment
of a method according to the invention for performing
a quantum gate operation.

FIG. 12 is a flow diagram illustrating another embod-
iment of a method according to the invention for cre-
ating a quantum logic gate.
FIG. 13 is an energy diagram illustrating a plurality
of energy states of a first quantum circuit having
some degree of coupling between a qubit and the
resonator.
FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary method for imple-
menting a quantum logic gate in accordance with an
aspect of the present invention.
FIG. 15A illustrates an exemplary method for imple-
menting a quantum swap gate in accordance with
an aspect of the present invention.
FIG. 15B illustrates a truth table describing the swap
gate operation of FIG. 15A.
FIG. 15C illustrates an associated energy state of
the quantum circuit at various points in the swap gate
operation described in FIG. 15A.
FIG. 16A illustrates an exemplary method for imple-
menting a quantum controlled NOT gate in accord-
ance with an aspect of the present invention.
FIG. 16B illustrates a truth table describing the con-
trolled NOT gate operation of FIG. 16A.
FIG. 16C illustrates an associated energy state of
the quantum circuit at various points in the controlled
NOT gate operation described in FIG. 16A.
FIG. 17A illustrates an exemplary method for imple-
menting a three-input quantum gate in accordance
with an aspect of the present invention.
FIG. 17B illustrates a truth table describing a Toffoli
gate operation that can be performed according to
the method of FIG. 17A.
FIG. 17C illustrates a truth table describing a pseu-
do-Fredkin gate operation that can be performed ac-
cording to the method of FIG. 18A.
FIG. 17D illustrates an associated energy state of
the quantum circuit at various points during a Toffoli
gate operation according to the method described in
FIG. 17A.
FIG. 17E illustrates an associated energy state of
the quantum circuit at various points in a pseudo-
Fredkin gate operation according to the method de-
scribed in FIG. 17A.
FIG. 18A illustrates a method for providing a Fredkin
gate using a series of the pseudo-Fredkin gate op-
erations
FIG. 18B illustrates a truth table describing a Fredkin
gate operation that can be performed according to
the method of FIG. 18A
FIG. 19 is an energy diagram illustrating a plurality
of energy states of a second quantum circuit having
some degree of coupling between a qubit and the
resonator.
FIG. 20A illustrates an exemplary method for imple-
menting a quantum X gate with a quantum circuit
comprising a qubit coupled to a resonator and an
associated classical control mechanism.
FIG. 20B illustrates a truth table describing the X

3 4 



EP 2 553 816 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

gate operation of FIG. 20A.
FIG. 20C illustrates an associated energy state of
the quantum circuit at various points in the X gate
operation described in FIG. 20A.
FIG. 21A illustrates an exemplary method for imple-
menting a Hadamard gate with a quantum circuit
comprising a qubit coupled to a resonator and an
associated classical control mechanism.
FIG. 21B illustrates a truth table describing the Had-
amard gate operation of FIG. 21A.
FIG. 21C illustrates an associated energy state of
the quantum circuit at various points in the Had-
amard gate operation described in FIG. 21A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present invention provides a novel tech-
nique for creating fundamental logic gates in a quantum
circuit for performing any type of logical operation. This
technique allows the logic gates, or quantum gates, to
be controlled in a highly accurate manner by classical
digital control. The control is "digital" in the sense that
the starting point, ending point, and speed of the control
signal do not require high precision to achieve a high
degree of accuracy in the response of the quantum gates.
By eliminating the need for high precision electronic con-
trols, the invention significantly reduces the cost and
complexity of quantum computing and makes possible
the engineering of a quantum computer.
[0010] FIG. 1A shows a basic block diagram of a quan-
tum circuit or quantum gate 100 according to the inven-
tion. Circuit 100 includes a qubit 11 coupled to a fixed
resonator 13, and a classical digital control 15 coupled
to qubit 11. The coupling between qubit 11 and control
15 is arranged so that the quantum state of qubit 11 may
be changed in response to adjustment of a classical con-
trol parameter. That is, adjustment of control 15 from
Point 1 to Point 2 provides a classical digital control for
quantum gate 100. The term "classical" implies that the
manner of control behaves generally according to the
laws of classical physics.
[0011] FIG. 1B shows a general block diagram of a
quantum circuit 110 according to the invention, which
includes an arbitrary number of n qubits for performing
an arbitrary logical operation. All qubits in the circuit are
coupled to a common fixed resonator 13. In addition,
each qubit is coupled to, and is controllable by, a corre-
sponding classical digital control in the same manner as
in circuit 100. For example, qubit l1a corresponds to con-
trol 15a, qubit 11b corresponds to control 15b, and each
of an arbitrary number of n qubits corresponds uniquely
to one of n controls. In the following discussions, for pur-
poses of illustration only, the invention is described in
terms of two qubits, denoted qA and qB, coupled to a
common resonator r. It shall be understood that various
embodiments of the invention may employ much larger
numbers and combinations of qubits.
[0012] The circuits of FIGS. 1A and 1B have general

application in quantum computing, and may be imple-
mented using any quantum circuit technology in which
the energy splitting is tunable. For example, a physical
implementation of any of qubits 11, 11a, 11b, and 11n
may be a Josephson junction, a quantum dot, a SQUID
(superconducting quantum interference device), a Coop-
er pair box, or an ion trap. The choice of resonator 13 is
likewise not restricted to a particular technology. A res-
onator 13 that may be employed in accordance with the
basic principles of the invention may be any system hav-
ing at least two quantum states. Examples of a resonator
that satisfy this requirement include, but are not limited
to, a transmission line, a resonant cavity, and another
qubit. In addition, the coupling of a qubit to a resonator
may be accomplished according to the invention using
any of various means of physical coupling. For example,
the qubit-resonator coupling may be a mechanical cou-
pling by means of an electrical conductor. Alternatively,
the qubit-resonator coupling may include, without limita-
tion, capacitive, inductive, magnetic, nuclear, and optical
coupling, or any combination of the foregoing.
[0013] To best introduce the operating principles of the
invention, it is instructive to present the concept of an
"avoided crossing" of energy states. This concept is il-
lustrated in the context of the energy diagram of FIG. 2A,
which shows energy states that cross, and the energy
diagram of FIG. 2B, which shows an avoided crossing of
energy states.
[0014] FIG. 2A shows energy states in a system having
an uncoupled qubit and resonator. This is an ideal case
shown only for the purposes of illustration. In reality,
some amount of coupling will exist between the qubit and
resonator. Accordingly, in the ideal case shown, changes
in energy state of the qubit are independent of changes
in energy state of the resonator.
[0015] In this diagram and in the energy diagrams that
follow, energy states are labeled using the standard Dirac
or "bra-ket" notation, wherein the state |q, r> represents
the qubit in state |q> and the resonator in state |r>. For
example, the notation |1, 0> may represent a system hav-
ing one photon in the qubit and zero photons in the res-
onator. The vertical axis of the energy diagram repre-
sents energy of the given state, relative to the ground
energy state. The horizontal axis of the energy diagram
represents the control level of the classical control pa-
rameter used to adjust the energy state in the qubit.
Throughout the disclosure, the term "energy state" refers
to a quantum state having a well-defined energy, i.e. the
probability of the system having that particular energy
closely approaches one hundred percent. The term
"quantum state" refers to a complete description of the
system, i.e., a function that describes a probability distri-
bution that the system is in a particular scalar/vector
state.
[0016] In FIG. 2A, because there is no coupling be-
tween the qubit and resonator, energy levels simply add
together, and the energy states can cross. For example,
with the qubit and resonator initially at state |1,0>, as the
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classical control parameter adjusts from Point 1 to Point
2, the energy levels in the uncoupled qubit and resonator
remain in the |1,0> state, effectively "crossing" the energy
levels at states |0,1> and |0,2>. In the diagram, these
crossing points are denoted A and B, respectively. Sim-
ilarly, with the qubit and resonator initially at state |1,1>,
as the classical control parameter adjusts from Point 1
to Point 2, the energy levels in the uncoupled qubit and
resonator remain in the |1,1> state, effectively crossing
the energy level at state 10,2>. This crossing point is
denoted with the letter C.
[0017] The classical control parameter tunes the en-
ergy levels in the qubit by adjusting between at least two
control points, which are labeled as Point 1 and Point 2.
For example, in an embodiment that employs a super-
conducting flux qubit, the classical control parameter may
be a flux bias. In an embodiment employing a supercon-
ducting phase qubit, the classical control parameter may
be a DC current bias. According to the invention, high
precision is not required when adjusting the classical con-
trol parameter between Point 1 to Point 2. In this sense,
the classical control parameter may be considered a dig-
ital control.
[0018] FIG. 2B shows energy states in a system having
some degree of coupling between the qubit and the res-
onator. Of particular importance is the behavior of qubit
and resonator energy states as the qubit is tuned to a
level that would correspond to a crossing point such as
A, B or C in the uncoupled case. For example, with qubit
and resonator in an initial state of |1,0>, as the classical
control parameter is swept slowly from Point 1 to a point
corresponding to crossing A, the effect of the coupling
dominates, and the crossing at point A is avoided. This
results from a quantum mechanical effect whereby two
systems that are coupled together and that have the
same energy will not cross energy lines. Thus, as the
classical control parameter sweeps to Point 2, the state
of the system tracks the energy line labeled |0,1>-|1,0>.
This energy line asymptotically approaches the energy
line |0,1> of the uncoupled case, which is depicted in
FIG. 2B as a dashed line. At point 2, the system assumes
the state |0,1>. Provided that the sweep of the classical
control parameter is adiabatic, the end result is a change
of state from |1,0> to |0,1>, whereby a photon has been
taken from the qubit and transferred to the resonator. In
essence, the information has been swapped.
[0019] Similarly, as shown in FIG. 2B, with the system
in an initial state of |0,1> at Point 1, an adiabatic sweep
of the classical control parameter toward Point 2 will track
the energy line labeled |0,1>+|1,0>. Again, the crossing
at A is avoided, and the energy line asymptotically ap-
proaches energy line |1,0> of the uncoupled case, de-
picted in FIG. 2B as a dashed line. At Point 2, the system
achieves the state |1,0>, effectively swapping informa-
tion between qubit and resonator.
[0020] As described in the foregoing paragraphs, the
exchange of information between qubit and resonator
occurs when there is an adiabatic sweep of the classical

control parameter. This means that the parameter is ad-
justed very slowly relative to all other relevant time scales.
For example, the relevant time scales may be determined
according to the coupling strength or according to the
size of the energy splitting. In other words, an adiabatic
sweep is one that is sufficiently slow to allow the state of
the system to follow the energy line in which it started,
without allowing it to cross another energy line.
[0021] FIG. 3A illustrates an energy diagram for a cou-
pled qubit-resonator system, along with a truth table rep-
resenting the logic states that correspond to information
(e.g. photons) contained in the qubit and resonator. This
diagram illustrates the preservation of quantum states
when the transition of the classical control parameter be-
tween two control points is fast relative to the character-
istic energy of the splitting. A fast transition such as this
is called a jump operation.
[0022] The truth table in FIG. 3A shows the preserva-
tion of quantum states in a jump operation. In an initial
state of |1,0> with the classical control parameter at Point
1, a rapid transition or jump of the control parameter
through the avoided crossing causes no change in quan-
tum state, preserving the |1,0> state of qubit and reso-
nator at Point 2. Similarly, with the classical control pa-
rameter at Point 1 and with the qubit and resonator in an
initial state of |0,1>, a jump through the avoided crossing
at point A preserves the |0,1> state of the system at Point
2.
[0023] FIG. 3B illustrates an energy diagram for a cou-
pled qubit-resonator system, along with a truth table
showing the logic states of the qubit and resonator in
response to an adiabatic sweep, or sweep operation. The
sweep operation avoids the crossing at point A by follow-
ing the adiabatic energy contours represented by the sol-
id, curved lines. As shown in the truth table, the sweep
operation swaps the initial and final states of qubit and
resonator. For example, with the system initially at state
|1,0>, a sweep of the classical control parameter from
Point 1 to Point 2 results in a final state of |0,1>. With the
system initially at state |0,1>, a sweep of the classical
control parameter from Point 1 to Point 2 results in a final
state of |1,0>.
[0024] The foregoing concepts of avoided crossing,
jump operation, and sweep operation were presented in
the context of a single energy crossing. With these con-
cepts firmly in mind, the utility of the present invention is
now disclosed in the context of a "full" energy diagram
such as that depicted in FIG. 4A. This figure shows the
first four energy levels of the coupled qubit-resonator sys-
tem, as a function of the classical control parameter af-
fecting the quantum state of the qubit. According to the
invention, these four energy levels--|0,0>, |0,1>, |1,0>,
and |1,1>--are used to manipulate the quantum informa-
tion of multiple qubits, and thereby form the basis for a
quantum logic circuit that may perform an arbitrary quan-
tum operation.
[0025] FIG. 4A identifies four distinct regions of energy
crossings, labeled A, B, C and D. By coupling qubits to
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a common resonator, each of these energy crossings is
an avoided crossing. Therefore, an adiabatic sweep of
the classical control parameter through any of these
crossings will cause the system to exchange energy
states as the energy level avoids the crossing and tracks
one of the solid lines. Alternatively, a jump operation by
the classical control parameter through any of the avoid-
ed crossings will preserve the state of the system as the
energy level jumps an energy crossing along the path
represented by one of the dashed lines. By manipulating
the classical control parameter to combine sweep oper-
ations and jump operations in various sequences, differ-
ent truth tables may be enabled according to the inven-
tion.
[0026] FIG. 4B illustrates one such truth table. This
truth table represents all possible outcomes in the energy
diagram of FIG. 4A, where the classical control param-
eter moves from Point 1 to Point 2 only by adiabatic
sweep through the energy crossings. In this case, the
system evolves by following the adiabatic energy con-
tours. For example, consider the qubit in an initial state
at Point 1. If the resonator is in the |0> state, then an
adiabatic sweep of the control line to Point 2 transfers
the |0> and |1> states of the qubit into the |0> and |1>
states of the resonator, respectively. However, if the res-
onator is in the |1> state, an adiabatic sweep to Point 2
transfers the |0> and |1> states of the qubit instead to
the |2> and |3> states of the resonator. These results are
summarized in the truth table of FIG. 4B, which indicates
a one-to-one mapping of initial energy states of the sys-
tem at Point 1 to the resulting energy states of the reso-
nator at Point 2.
[0027] The energy diagram of FIG. 5A provides anoth-
er example of a logical operation according to the inven-
tion. A truth table summarizing all possible outcomes of
this operation is given in FIG. 5B. In this operation, the
classical control parameter is ramped slowly (i.e. adia-
batically) relative to the coupling for all energy crossings,
except for the energy crossing B. In the vicinity of the
energy crossing B, the classical control parameter ap-
plies a jump operation, in the area spanned by the shaded
rectangle 50, to force a crossing through point B. In one
practical embodiment, this intermediate jump operation
may be achieved by engineering the shape of the control
pulse for sufficient speed relative to the size of energy
crossing B. In another embodiment, the strength of the
coupling at crossing B may be engineered to be weaker
than the other couplings, while the speed of the control
pulse may remain constant. In another embodiment,
some combination of control pulse variation and change
in coupling strength may be engineered to achieve the
desired jump. In any case, the quantum state jumps
through crossing B, following the dashed-line path. The
net result is that the |2> and |3> states of the resonator
at Point 2 are swapped, as indicated by a comparison of
the truth table of FIG. 5B to the truth table of FIG. 4B.
Note that for the system of FIG. 5A, there is also a one-
to-one mapping of initial energy states of the system at

Point 1 to the resulting energy states of the resonator at
Point 2.
[0028] Importantly, for the operations depicted in both
FIG. 4A and FIG. 5A, quantum information is not lost.
That is, either of these operations may be reversed for
complete recovery of the information. It is this fact that
allows creation of multiple-qubit logic gates according to
the invention. In the embodiments that follow, all qubits
are coupled to a single common (or shared) resonator.
Also, in the following embodiments, it is assumed that
the resonator starts in the ground state, although this is
not required in order to practice the invention.
[0029] FIG. 6 is a truth table illustrating how an ele-
mentary STORE operation may be achieved according
to the invention using a quantum circuit having a two-
qubit gate. The two qubits, qA and qB, are coupled to a
common resonator. Each qubit qA and qB is tunable by
a corresponding classical control parameter, where Con-
trol A corresponds to qubit qA and Control B corresponds
to qubit qB. Energy state notation |qA qB>|r> is used to
denote energy levels in qubit qA, qubit qB, and resonator
r, respectively.
[0030] To achieve the STORE operation, Control A and
Control B apply a sequence of control pulses to the
qubits, as indicated by the waveforms shown in FIG. 6
below the truth table. An upward slope in a waveform
represents a sweep from Point 1 to Point 2, and a down-
ward slope in a waveform represents a sweep from Point
2 to Point 1.
[0031] The initial state of the system is shown in the
first column of the truth table. Each of the remaining col-
umns corresponds to the state resulting from the follow-
ing sequence of control pulses: First, the control line of
qubit qA is swept adiabatically from Point 1 to Point 2.
Considering only qubit qA and ignoring qubit qB, this
sweep transfers quantum information into the resonator
as shown in the second column of the truth table in the
same manner of transfer depicted in FIG. 4A. Then, the
control line of qubit qB is swept adiabatically from Point
1 to Point 2. Ignoring qubit qA and considering only qubit
qB, this sweep transfers quantum information into the
resonator as shown in the third column of the truth table,
also according to the manner of transfer depicted in FIG.
4A. The result of these two sweep operations is the trans-
fer of the two-qubit states 10 0>, 10 1>, |1 0>, and |1 1>
to the first four states |0>, |1>, |2>, and |3> of the reso-
nator. Thus, quantum information is mapped into the res-
onator with no loss of information, by sweeping the con-
trol line of qubit qA from Point 1 to Point 2, then sweeping
the control line of qubit qB from Point 1 to Point 2.
[0032] When the information needs to be placed back
into qubits qA and qB, the reverse sequence of control
pulses may be applied, as indicated in the control wave-
forms. First, the control line of qubit qB is swept adiabat-
ically from Point 2 to Point 1. Then, the control line of
qubit qA is swept adiabatically from Point 2 to Point 1.
The resulting energy levels for each of these steps again
follows the contours of FIG. 4A, as shown in the final two
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columns of the truth table. In this manner, a STORE op-
eration may be realized whereby information in the two-
qubit gate may be temporarily stored in the resonator,
and later returned to the qubits.
[0033] In another embodiment of the invention, a two-
qubit gate may achieve a SWAP operation. This is de-
picted in FIG. 7, which shows a truth table for the SWAP
operation and the corresponding control pulse wave-
forms. As in previous embodiments, this two-qubit gate
consists of qubits qA and qB coupled to a common res-
onator, where each qubit is independently tunable by a
corresponding classical control parameter Control A or
Control B. Reading from left to right, the first three col-
umns of the truth table are achieved identically as in the
embodiment of FIG. 6.
[0034] In the SWAP operation, however, information
is retrieved in the same order it was put in. That means
that after sweeping Control B from Point 1 to Point 2, the
next step is an adiabatic sweep of Control A from Point
2 to Point 1, followed by an adiabatic sweep of Control
B from Point 2 to Point 1. The effect of these sweeps is
shown in the truth table in the fourth and fifth columns,
respectively. The result of this sequence is that the quan-
tum state stored in qubit qA is swapped with the quantum
state stored in qubit qB. An important feature is that since
more than two qubits can be coupled to the same reso-
nator, this allows for the realization of more complicated
circuits according to the invention, such as a quantum
shift register. For example, the state in qubit qA may be
swapped to qubit qB, which in turn may be swapped to
a third qubit qC, etc.
[0035] In the foregoing embodiments that achieve the
STORE and SWAP operations, adjustment of the clas-
sical control parameter between any two control points
was effected only by means of an adiabatic sweep. That
is, the control flux, DC bias current, or other control pa-
rameter was changed slowly with respect to the size of
the coupling between the qubits and the resonator. In a
two-qubit circuit where the qubits are coupled to a com-
mon resonator and tunable by classical control parame-
ters, a logical CNOT operation may be achieved by com-
bining sweep operations as described in FIG. 4A with at
least one jump operation as described in FIG. 5A.
[0036] FIG. 8 is a truth table for a CNOT operation ac-
cording to the invention, showing state changes corre-
sponding to a combination of control pulse sweep and
jump operations. The waveforms corresponding to ad-
justment of classical control parameters Control A and
Control B are shown below the truth table.
[0037] The first pulse in the sequence of pulses in FIG.
8 is identical to that of FIG. 6, wherein quantum informa-
tion in qubit qA is transferred to the resonator by an ad-
iabatic sweep of Control A from control Point 1 to control
Point 2. The second pulse in the sequence, however, is
a jump operation applied by Control B, as indicated in
shaded location 80. When information in qubit qB is trans-
ferred into the resonator, crossing B in FIG. 5A is jumped
over, modifying the truth table of FIG. 8 according to the

pattern of FIG. 5B, as shown in the third column under
"qB Jump". The next control pulse in the sequence is an
adiabatic sweep of Control B from Point 2 to Point 1,
followed by an adiabatic sweep of Control A from Point
2 to Point 1. These sweeps alter the truth table according
to the pattern of FIG. 4A.
[0038] The end result of this sequence is shown in the
final column of the truth table of FIG. 8. As shown, the
state of qubit qA controls whether or not the state in qubit
qB is flipped. If qubit qA is one, qubit qB is flipped. If qubit
qA is zero, qubit qB is not flipped. This is precisely the
truth table of a CNOT operation.
[0039] A more specific implementation example of a
system according to the invention is shown in the block
diagram of FIG. 9 as a quantum circuit 90. Circuit 90
includes two qubits, 91 and 92, each coupled to a com-
mon resonator 93, and each controllable by respective
classical digital controls 94 and 95. Qubits 91 and 92 may
correspond to qubits qA and qB described in the forego-
ing embodiments. Circuit 90 may therefore function as a
fundamental quantum gate for performing SWAP or
CNOT operations, depending on how controls 94 and 95
are manipulated. Thus circuit 90, either alone or in some
combination with similar gates, may perform an arbitrary
logical operation according to the invention. In this em-
bodiment, qubits 91 and 92 are each modeled as a DC
SQUID, resonator 93 is modeled as a series LC circuit
or LC circuit component, and controls 94 and 95 are each
modeled as an electrical circuit magnetically coupled to
a respective qubit, each providing a flux bias as a means
of control. The flux bias may be created in response to
another control signal elsewhere in the computer system.
For example, in response to a classical computer proc-
essor executing an algorithm stored in a classical com-
puter memory, a transistor or other classical electronic
device may change state to energize control circuit 94 or
95. Herein, a classical computer memory means any con-
ventional processor-readable or computer-readable
memory, such as a hard disk, flash memory, or other
magnetic or optical storage device.
[0040] Throughout the foregoing disclosure, various
methods according to the invention for creating quantum
logic gates are implied. The following embodiments are
provided to expressly illustrate methods for implementing
quantum logic operations according to the invention.
These methods may be embodied, in whole or in part,
as processing steps stored in a classical computer mem-
ory and executable by a classical computer processor
for manipulating a quantum circuit according to the in-
vention, for example, according to a process as de-
scribed in the previous paragraph.
[0041] The first of these methods is method 1000
shown in FIG. 10. Method 1000 begins with an initial step
1002, which provides a quantum circuit having a classical
control parameter coupled to a qubit, wherein the qubit
is coupled to a resonator by a coupling having a charac-
teristic energy. This step is followed by step 1004, in
which the classical control parameter is transitioned be-
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tween control points, e.g. Point 1 and Point 2, slowly rel-
ative to the characteristic energy of the coupling to cause
an exchange of energy states between the qubit and the
resonator. In the final step 1006, the classical control
parameter is transitioned between the control points rap-
idly relative to the characteristic energy of the coupling
to preserve the energy states of the qubit and resonator.
The sequence of steps 1004 and 1006 may be reversed,
to achieve a desired quantum operation.
[0042] Another embodiment of a method according to
the invention is method 1100 shown in the flow diagram
of FIG. 11. In the first step 1102, one or more qubits are
coupled to a common resonator. A requirement of this
step is that the resonator have a plurality of distinct en-
ergy levels. In the next step 1104, a classical control pa-
rameter is coupled to each qubit in a manner that allows
for adjustment of the energy level in the qubit in response
to a change in the classical control. In this step, each
qubit is coupled to one and only one classical control. In
the final step 1104, at least one of the classical control
parameters is transitioned adiabatically between two
control points to exchange information between a qubit
and the resonator.
[0043] Another method according to the invention is
method 1200 illustrated in the flow diagram of FIG. 12.
Method 1200 begins with an initial step 1202, in which
multiple qubits are coupled to a common resonator, the
resonator having a plurality of quantum states. In one
implementation, the resonator has four quantum states.
In the next and final step 1204, energy splitting in the
multiple qubits is adjusted using a classical control pa-
rameter adjustable between first and second control
points. In this step, energy state transfer from a qubit to
the common resonator depends on adjustment speed of
the control parameter between the control points, relative
to the strength of the coupling.
[0044] By carefully controlling the energy splitting in
two qubits coupled to a common resonator, a method
according to the invention may achieve a CNOT opera-
tion on a quantum scale. When combined with single
qubit operations known in the art, this invention makes
possible a complete set of quantum gates. Every multiple
qubit operation may be decomposed into a string of con-
trol pulses to multiple qubits coupled to a common res-
onator. Thus, in a quantum circuit according to the inven-
tion, the changes in energy states may provide logic
gates comprising a quantum computer, enabling all pos-
sible quantum calculations by detection of state changes
in a qubit or resonator.
[0045] FIG. 13 is an energy diagram 1300 illustrating
a plurality of energy states of a system having some de-
gree of coupling between a qubit and the resonator, with
the qubit being coupled to a classical control mechanism.
The classical control mechanism has an associated clas-
sical control parameter that can be varied among a range
of values, represented on the energy diagram 1300 as
P1-P8. It will be appreciated that a given system can
have a plurality of qubits coupled to a common resonator,

but for the purpose of the current discussion, a multiple
qubit system can be modeled as a plurality of single qubit-
resonator systems, with any state change at the resona-
tor carried over between systems. The energy diagram
1300 includes a plurality of energy states of the qubit-
resonator system, denoted by dashed lines and labeled
in standard ket format with the state of qubit (i.e., ground
or excited) followed by the state of the resonator, given
in the number of quanta of energy in the resonator. It will
be appreciated that, while the illustrated energy diagram
1300, is provide to facilitate explanation of the systems
and methods presented herein, any of a number of quan-
tum logic gates can be implemented with a system rep-
resented by the diagram.
[0046] To facilitate the description of the various ex-
amples of quantum logic operations herein, changes in
the energy state of the resonator will be described in
terms of adding or removing photons from the resonator,
with zero photons representing the lowest energy state
of the resonator, and each successive excited state rep-
resented by the addition of a photon to the resonator. It
will be appreciated that the use of the term "photon"
should not be read to imply any particular implementation
of the qubit, the resonator, or the classical control param-
eter. Further, while the methods in accordance with an
aspect of the present invention, as presented herein, in-
volve the transition of a qubit-resonator system between
states, these states and the transitions between them
are most readily described with respect to the individual
energy states of the qubit and the resonator, and this
convention is followed herein.
[0047] In a first set of the plurality of energy states, the
qubit is in the ground state, and each state is represented
by a horizontal dotted line. In a second set of the plurality
of energy states, the qubit is in the excited state, and
each state is represented by a diagonal dotted line run-
ning from the leftmost boundary of the diagram to the
uppermost boundary of the diagram. The diagram 1300
further includes a plurality of adiabatic energy contours
1301-1316 illustrated as solid lines and representing per-
missible transitions between quantum states of the res-
onator and the qubit. It will be appreciated that, in ac-
cordance with an aspect of the present invention, an ad-
iabatic sweep of the classical control parameter from a
first value to a second value will cause a transfer of energy
between the qubit and the resonator and a corresponding
transition of the quantum state of the coupled qubit-res-
onator system only when the sweep of the parameter
encompasses a permissible transition for the current
quantum state of the coupled qubit-resonator system, as
illustrated herein. Adiabatic sweeps are therefore re-
ferred to herein as "permitting" the quantum state tran-
sition, as the actual effect of an adiabatic sweep of the
classical control parameter depends entirely on the cur-
rent state of the system and the initial and final values of
the parameter.
[0048] In accordance with an aspect of the present in-
vention, the coupled qubit-resonator system demon-
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strates a plurality of avoided crossings, in which an adi-
abatic sweep of the classical control parameter causes
the effect of the qubit-resonator coupling to dominate,
such that the crossing of two states is avoided. This re-
sults from a quantum mechanical effect whereby two sys-
tems that are coupled together and that have the same
energy will not cross energy lines. While a quantum circuit
that can be described by the energy diagram 1300 can
be utilized for any of a number of quantum gates, for the
examples described herein in FIGS. 15-17, three specific
avoided crossings are of particular relevance. A first
avoided crossing 1321 between the |g, 2> and the |e, 0>
states is utilized in the CNOT gate described in FIG. 16,
a second avoided crossing 1322 between the |g, 5> and
the |e, 0> states is utilized in the pseudo-Fredkin gate
operation described in FIG. 17, and a third avoided cross-
ing 1323 between the |g, 6> and the |e, 0> states is utilized
in the Toffoli gate operation described in FIG. 17.
[0049] FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary method 1400
for implementing a quantum logic gate with a quantum
circuit having a classical control parameter coupled to a
qubit, wherein the qubit is coupled to a resonator by a
coupling having a characteristic energy. It will be appre-
ciated that while the individual processes 1402, 1404,
and 1406 comprising the method are illustrated in series,
they can be performed in any order. The classical control
parameter is configured to allow for transitions between
a plurality of control values either by adiabatic sweeps,
that is, transitions that are slow relative to a characteristic
energy of the qubit-resonator system, or jumps, which
are transitions that are rapid relative to the characteristic
energy of the system. At 1402, the classical control pa-
rameter is transitioned from a first control value to a sec-
ond control value via an adiabatic sweep. The second
control value can be selected such that the state of the
quantum circuit is transitioned to one of a first energy
state and a second energy state associated with a cross-
ing between the first and second energy states.
[0050] At 1404, the classical control parameter is tran-
sitioned from the second control value to a third control
value via a non-adiabatic jump. The third control value
can be selected such that the system is transitioned either
into the crossing of the first and second energy states or
through the crossing. At 1406, the classical control pa-
rameter is transitioned via an adiabatic sweep from the
third control value to the first control value. In accordance
with an aspect of the present invention, the adiabatic
sweep avoids the crossing between the first and second
energy states, such that if the system was in the first
energy state before the sweep of 1406, it will at least
transition through the second energy state during the
sweep. Specifically, the jump of 1404, while not affecting
the energy state of the system directly, causes the system
to jump between a first adiabatic energy contour associ-
ated with the avoided crossing and a second adiabatic
energy contour associated with the avoiding crossing.
The cumulative effect of the transitions of 1402, 1404,
and 1406 is to transition the system from a first energy

state associated with the first adiabatic energy contour
to a second energy state associated with the second ad-
iabatic energy contour.
[0051] FIG. 15A illustrates an exemplary method for
implementing a quantum swap gate with a quantum cir-
cuit in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention . The quantum circuit includes a first classical
control parameter coupled to a first qubit and a second
classical control parameter coupled to a second qubit,
wherein each of the first and second qubits are coupled
to a resonator by a coupling having a characteristic en-
ergy. A truth table describing the swap gate operation is
illustrated as FIG. 15B. In the illustrated method 1500, it
is assumed that the energy levels of a given coupled
qubit-resonator pair within the quantum circuit can be
represented by the energy diagram of FIG. 13. For the
purpose of the foregoing explanation, it is assumed that
the resonator begins in its lowest energy state, (e.g., with
zero photons in the resonator).
[0052] At 1502, the value of the first classical control
parameter is transitioned from a first control value to a
second control value via an adiabatic sweep. For exam-
ple, the first classical control parameter can be swept
from a minimum value, denoted as P1 in FIG. 13, to a
target value, denoted as P8. It will be appreciated, how-
ever, that this value is merely exemplary and, in practice,
the target value can be a value closer to P1 (e.g., P4) to
provide the same effect with a smaller transition of the
first classical control parameter. Hereinafter, where a tar-
get value is given for an adiabatic sweep, it is merely
exemplary and one of skill in the art will understand,
based on the teachings herein, that any target value suf-
ficient to provide the desired state change can be utilized.
The use of an adiabatic sweep allows information to be
exchanged between the qubit and the coupled resonator.
Accordingly, if the first qubit begins in an excited state,
the sweep of 1502 transfers a photon to the resonator to
place the resonator in a first excited state and returns the
first qubit to a ground state. If the first qubit begins in the
ground state, the resonator remains in its lowest energy
state.
[0053] At 1504, the value of the second classical con-
trol parameter is transitioned from a first control value to
a second control value via an adiabatic sweep. For ex-
ample, the first classical control parameter can be swept
from a minimum value, denoted as P1 in FIG. 13, to a
target value, denoted as P8. In accordance with an as-
pect of the present invention, the effects of the sweep of
the second classical control parameter will vary accord-
ing to the current state of the resonator as well as the
initial state of the second qubit. If the resonator is in a
ground state, the sweep of 1504 will act precisely as the
sweep of 1502, adding a photon to the resonator to raise
it to its first excited state if the second qubit begins in an
excited state, and maintaining the resonator in its lowest
energy state if the second qubit begins in a ground state.
If the resonator already has one photon (i.e., the first
qubit began in an excited state), the sweep of 1504 will
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add a second photon to the resonator if the second qubit
begins in the ground state, and add second and third
photons to the resonator if the second qubit begins in an
excited state. In either case, the second qubit, like the
first qubit, will be in the ground state at the end of 1504.
[0054] At 1506, the value of the first classical control
parameter is transitioned from the second control value
back to the first control value via an adiabatic sweep. In
adiabatically sweeping the first control parameter back
to the first control value, the resonator is transitioned to
a lower energy state, such that the resonator drops to
the first excited state if in the second or third excited state,
and other wise ends in its lowest energy state. Depending
on the state of the resonator prior to the sweep of 1506,
the exchange of energy between the resonator and the
coupled first qubit permitted by the adiabatic transition
may place the first qubit in an excited state. As will be
appreciated from FIG. 13, the first qubit will end in an
excited state when the resonator begins the sweep of
1506 in the first excited state or the third excited state,
and the first qubit will end in the ground state when the
resonator begins the sweep of 1506 in its lowest energy
state or the second excited state.
[0055] At 1508, the value of the second classical con-
trol parameter is transitioned from the second control val-
ue back to the first control value via an adiabatic sweep.
Where the resonator is in the first excited state, this ad-
iabatic sweep removes a photon from the resonator to
place it in its lowest energy state, and places the second
qubit in an excited state. Where the resonator is already
in its lowest energy state, neither the resonator nor the
second qubit transition from their lowest energy states.
FIG. 15C summarizes the transition of the energy state
of the system comprising the two qubits commonly cou-
pled to the resonator after each of the transitions of 1502,
1504, 1506, and 1508.
[0056] FIG. 16A illustrates an exemplary method for
implementing a quantum controlled NOT gate with a
quantum circuit in accordance with an aspect of the
present invention. The quantum circuit includes a first
classical control parameter coupled to a first qubit and a
second classical control parameter coupled to a second
qubit, wherein each of the first and second qubits are
coupled to a resonator by a coupling having a character-
istic energy. For the purpose of the illustrated method
1600, the first qubit serves as a control qubit for a NOT
operation on the second qubit. A truth table describing
the controlled NOT gate operation is illustrated as FIG.
16B. In the illustrated method 1600, it is assumed that
the energy levels of a given coupled qubit-resonator pair
within the quantum circuit can be represented by the en-
ergy diagram of FIG. 13. For the purpose of the foregoing
explanation, it is assumed that the resonator begins in
its lowest energy state, represented as |0> in the diagram.
[0057] At 1602, the value of the first classical control
parameter is transitioned from a first control value to a
second control value via an adiabatic sweep. For exam-
ple, the first classical control parameter can be swept

from a minimum value, denoted as P1 in FIG. 13, to a
target value, denoted as P8. It will be appreciated that
the use of an adiabatic sweep allows information to be
exchanged between the qubit and the coupled resonator.
Accordingly, if the first qubit begins in an excited state,
the sweep of 1602 transfers a photon to the resonator to
place it in an excited state and return the first qubit to a
ground state. If the first qubit begins in the ground state,
the resonator remains in its lowest energy state.
[0058] At 1604, the value of the second classical con-
trol parameter is transitioned from a first control value to
a second control value via an adiabatic sweep. It will be
appreciated that the change in the second classical con-
trol parameter can be different from the change in the
first classical control parameter in 1602. For example,
the second classical control parameter can be swept from
a minimum value, denoted as P1 in FIG. 13, to a target
value, denoted as P2. In accordance with an aspect of
the present invention, the effects of the sweep of the sec-
ond classical control parameter will vary according to the
current state of the resonator as well as the initial state
of the second qubit.
[0059] If the resonator is in a ground state, the sweep
of 1604 will act precisely as the sweep of 1602, adding
a photon the resonator if the second qubit begins in an
excited state, and having no effect on the resonator or
the qubit if the second qubit begins in a ground state. If
the resonator is in the first excited state, however, the
adiabatic sweep will result in some transfer of quantum
information between the second qubit and the resonator.
For example, if the second qubit began in a ground state,
it will transition to an excited state, and the resonator will
transition to its lowest energy state. If the second qubit
began in an excited state, it will transition to a ground
state, and a second photon will be added to the resonator
to raise the resonator to a second excited state.
[0060] At 1606, the value of the second classical con-
trol parameter is rapidly transitioned from the second
control value to a third control value. For example, the
second classical control parameter can be jumped from
its previous value, P2, to a larger value, P3. As has been
explained previously, a rapid jump of a classical control
parameter does not change the state of the system, such
that the state of the second qubit and the resonator are
unchanged. If the first qubit began in its ground state,
this jump has no practical effect. It will be appreciated
from FIG. 13, however, that if the first qubit began in an
excited state and the sweep of 1602 caused the resonator
to enter its first excited state, the jump from P2 to P3
passes over the crossing point 1321 of the |e, 0> and the
|g, 2> energy states.
[0061] At 1608, the value of the second classical con-
trol parameter is transitioned from the third control value
back to the first control value via an adiabatic sweep.
Again, if the first qubit began in the ground state, this
sweep merely returns the second qubit to its initial value,
as the jump of 1608 did not traverse any crossings of
energy states, and drops the resonator to the ground

17 18 



EP 2 553 816 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

state if it is currently in the first excited state. If the first
qubit was initially in an excited state, however, the jump
of 1606 passed over the crossing 1321 of the |e, 0> and
|g, 2> energy states, and the sweep back to the first con-
trol value follows the avoided crossing created by the
coupling of the second qubit and the resonator. Accord-
ingly, if the second qubit was initially in the ground state,
it ends up in the excited state after the sweep, with the
resonator falling from the second excited state to the first
excited state. If the second qubit was initially in the ex-
cited state, it transitions to the ground state after the
sweep, and the resonator transitions to the first excited
state. The cumulative effect of the transitions of the sec-
ond classical control parameter at 1604, 1606, and 1608
is to change the state of the second qubit if and only if
the first qubit began in the excited state, providing the
controlled NOT functionality of the gate. At 1610, the val-
ue of the first classical control parameter is transitioned
from the second control value back to the first control
value via an adiabatic sweep to return the resonator to
its lowest energy state, if the resonator is in an excited
state. FIG. 16C summarizes the transition of the energy
state of the system comprising the two qubits commonly
coupled to the resonator after each of the transitions of
1602, 1604, 1606, 1608, and 1610.
[0062] FIG. 17A illustrates an exemplary method for
implementing a quantum gate, capable of operation as
either a Toffoli gate or a modified swap gate, with a quan-
tum circuit in accordance with an aspect of the present
invention. The quantum circuit comprises a first classical
control parameter coupled to a first qubit, a second clas-
sical control parameter coupled to a second qubit, and a
third classical control parameter coupled to a third qubit
wherein each of the first, second, and third qubits are
coupled to a resonator by a coupling having a character-
istic energy. By a modified swap gate, it is meant that the
gate operates as a Fredkin gate, but does not operate
correctly if the control qubit and the two target qubits for
the swap all begin in the excited state, and is hereinafter
referred to as a pseudo-Fredkin gate. A first truth table
describing the Toffoli gate operation is illustrated as FIG.
17B, and a second truth table describing the pseudo-
Fredkin gate operation is illustrated as FIG. 17C. When
the gate operates as a Toffoli gate, the first and second
qubits serve as control qubits for a NOT operation on the
third qubit. When the gate functions as a pseudo-Fredkin
gate, the first qubit serves as a control qubit for a swap
operation on the second and third qubits. Further, it is
assumed that the energy levels of a given coupled qubit-
resonator pair within the quantum circuit can be repre-
sented by the energy diagram of FIG. 13. For the purpose
of the foregoing explanation, it is assumed that the res-
onator begins in its lowest energy state, represented as
|0> in the diagram.
[0063] At 1702, the value of the first classical control
parameter is transitioned from a first control value to a
second control value via an adiabatic sweep. For exam-
ple, the first classical control parameter can be swept

from a minimum value, denoted as P1 in FIG. 13, to a
target value, denoted as P8. If the first qubit begins in an
excited state, the sweep of 1702 transfers a photon to
the resonator to transition the resonator to an excited
state and return the first qubit to a ground state. If the
first qubit begins in the ground state, the resonator re-
mains in its lowest energy state.
[0064] At 1704, the value of the second classical con-
trol parameter is transitioned from a first control value to
a second control value via an adiabatic sweep. For ex-
ample, the first classical control parameter can be swept
from a minimum value, denoted as P1 in FIG. 13, to a
target value, denoted as P8. If the resonator is in its lowest
state, the sweep of 1704 will act precisely as the sweep
of 1702, transitioning the resonator to the first excited
state if the second qubit begins in an excited state, and
maintaining the resonator in its lowest energy state if the
second qubit begins in a ground state. If the resonator is
in the first excited state (i.e., the first qubit began in an
excited state), the resonator will be raised to a second
excited state if the second qubit begins in the ground
state, and the resonator will be raised to a third excited
state if the second qubit begins in an excited state. In
either case, the second qubit, like the first qubit, will be
in the ground state at the end of 1704.
[0065] At 1706, intermediate and final control values
are selected according to a desired function of the gate.
For example, one set of control values can represent the
Toffoli gate with a second set of values representing the
pseudo-Fredkin date. For the purposes of the illustrated
method 1700, the Toffoli gate utilizes an intermediate
value designated as P6 in FIG. 13 and a target value of
P7. The pseudo-Fredkin gate utilizes an intermediate val-
ue designated as P5, and a target value of P6. At 1708,
the value of the third classical control parameter is tran-
sitioned from a first control value to the selected interme-
diate control point via an adiabatic sweep.
[0066] After the sweeps of steps 1702 and 1704, the
resonator can be in either its lowest state or one of the
first three excited states. If the resonator is in a ground
state, the sweep of 1708 will act precisely as the sweep
of 1702, transitioning the resonator to the first excited
state if the second qubit begins in an excited state, and
maintaining the resonator in its lowest energy state if the
second qubit begins in a ground state. If the resonator is
in the first excited state, the adiabatic sweep will end with
the third qubit in the ground state, and the resonator will
transition to its second excited state if the third qubit be-
gan in the ground state and transition to its third excited
state if the third qubit began in the excited state.
[0067] If the resonator is in the second excited state,
the results of the adiabatic sweep depend on the selected
control values. If a Toffoli gate operation is being per-
formed, the sweep will end with the third qubit in the
ground state, and the resonator will transition to its fourth
excited state if the third qubit began in the ground state
and transition to its fifth excited state if the third qubit
began in the excited state. If a pseudo-Fredkin operation
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is being performed, the sweep will end with the third qubit
in the ground state and the resonator in its fourth excited
state if the third qubit began in the ground state. If the
third qubit began in the excited state, it remains in the
excited state and the resonator transitions to its lowest
energy state.
[0068] If the resonator is in the third excited state when
the sweep of 1708 is performed, indicating that each of
the first and second qubits began in the excited state, an
exchange of quantum information takes place between
the third qubit and the resonator, such that each of the
third qubit and the resonator changes states. For the Tof-
foli gate operation, when the third qubit begins in the
ground state, it transitions to the excited state, and the
resonator transitions to its ground state. Where the third
qubit begins in the excited state, it transitions to the
ground state and the resonator transitions to its sixth ex-
cited state. For a valid pseudo-Fredkin gate operation to
take place, the third qubit must begin in the ground state
if the resonator is in the third excited state after the sweep
of 1708, as the pseudo-Fredkin gate requires that at least
one qubit begin in the ground state. Accordingly, for the
pseudo-Fredkin gate operation, when the resonator be-
gins the sweep of 1708 in the excited state, the third qubit
remains in the ground state and the resonator transitions
to its fifth excited state
[0069] At 1710, the value of the third classical control
parameter is rapidly transitioned from the intermediate
control value to the selected target control value. For ex-
ample, for the Toffoli gate operation, the third classical
control parameter can be jumped from the intermediate
control value, P6, to a selected target value, P7, and for
the pseudo-Fredkin gate operation, the third classical
control parameter can be jumped from P5 to P6. It will
be appreciated that the jump operation does not change
the state of the qubit-resonator system.
[0070] At 1712, the value of the third classical control
parameter is sweep from the target control value back to
the first control value. Where the Toffoli gate operation
is being performed, it will be appreciated from FIG. 13,
that the compound operation comprising the sweeps of
1708 and 1712 and the jump of 1710 will have no net
effect of the state of the system unless each of the first
and second qubits began in the excited state, such that
the resonator was in the third excited state before the
sweep of 1708. In such a case, after the sweep of 1708,
the third qubit and the resonator will be in the |e, 0> state
if the third qubit began in the ground state, or the |g, 6>
state if the third qubit began in the excited state. The
jump of 1710 traverses the crossing 1323 of the |e, 0>
and |g, 6> states, such that when the value of the third
classical control parameter is swept back at 1712, the
resonator returns to its third excited state, but the state
of the third qubit will have changed from its initial state.
Accordingly, the change in the state of the third qubit
occurs only when both the first and second qubits began
in an excited state, providing the Toffoli functionality.
[0071] Where the pseudo-Fredkin operation is being

performed, the compound operation comprising the
sweeps of 1708 and 1712 and the jump of 1710 will have
no net effect of the state of the system unless at least
the first qubit began in the excited state, such that the
resonator was in the second or third excited state before
the sweep of 1708. This is in accordance with the con-
trolled swap functionality of the gate, as the system will
only be in the second or third excited state if the first,
control, qubit begins in an excited state. If the resonator
was in the second excited state after the sweep of 1708,
the third qubit and the resonator will be in the |e, 0> state
if the third qubit began in the excited state, or the |g, 4>
state if the third qubit began in the ground state. If the
resonator was in the third excited state, the third qubit
begins the sweep of 1708 in the ground state, and the
system transitions to the |g, 5> state.
[0072] The jump of 1710 is selected to traverse the
crossing 1322 of the |e, 0> and |g, 5> states. Accordingly,
if the system is in the |g, 4> state, the jump of 1710 has
no practical effect, which is in accordance with the con-
trolled swap functionality, as the third qubit - resonator
system will only be in the |g, 4> state if both the second
and third qubits began in the ground state, and the swap
has no effect. If the system is in either the |e, 0> or the
|g, 5> state prior to the jump of 1710, the jump passes
through the avoided crossing, such that when the value
of the third classical control parameter is swept back at
1712, the cumulative effect of the compound operation
represented by the transitions of 1708, 1710, and 1712
on a system beginning the operation in one of the |e, 2>
or |g, 3> states is to transition the system to the other of
the two states. Accordingly, a swap of the states of the
second and third qubits occurs only if the two qubits have
different initial values and the control qubit begins in the
excited state, approximating the function of a Fredkin
gate.
[0073] At 1714, the value of the second classical con-
trol parameter is transitioned from the second control val-
ue back to the first control value via an adiabatic sweep.
In adiabatically sweeping the second control parameter
back to the first control value, the resonator is transitioned
to a lower energy state, such that the resonator drops to
the first excited state if in the second or third excited state,
and other wise ends in its lowest energy state. Depending
on the state of the resonator prior to the sweep of 1714,
the exchange of energy between the resonator and the
coupled second qubit permitted by the adiabatic transi-
tion may place the second qubit in an excited state. As
will be appreciated from FIG. 13, the second qubit will
end in an excited state when the resonator begins the
sweep of 1714 in the first excited state or the third excited
state, and the second qubit will end in the ground state
when the resonator begins the sweep of 1714 in its lowest
energy state or the second excited state.
[0074] At 1716, the value of the first classical control
parameter is transitioned from the second control value
back to the first control value via an adiabatic sweep.
Where the resonator is in the first excited state, this ad-
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iabatic sweep removes a photon from the resonator to
place it in its lowest energy state, and places the first
qubit in an excited state. Where the resonator is already
in its lowest energy state, neither the resonator nor the
first qubit transition from their lowest energy states. FIG.
17D summarizes the transition of the energy state of the
system comprising the three qubits commonly coupled
to the resonator after each of the transitions of 1702,
1704, 1708, 1710, 1712, 1714, and 1716 when the Toffoli
gate operation is performed. FIG. 17E summarizes the
transition of the energy state of the system comprising
the three qubits commonly coupled to the resonator after
each of the transitions of 1702, 1704, 1708, 1710, 1712,
1714, and 1716 when the pseudo-Fredkin gate operation
is performed.
[0075] FIG. 18A illustrates a method 1800 for imple-
menting a Fredkin gate between a first target qubit and
a second target qubit, controlled by a control qubit, as a
series of pseudo-Fredkin operations, as described in the
method of FIG. 17A. FIG. 18B illustrates a truth table of
the Fredkin gate operation. In accordance with an aspect
of the present invention, an ancilla qubit, which is always
initialized to the ground state, is used to conduct the Fred-
kin controlled swap operation with the pseudo-Fredkin
gates. At 1802, a first pseudo-Fredkin gate operation,
controlled by the control qubit, is conducted on the first
target qubit and the ancilla qubit. If the control qubit is in
the excited state, the first target qubit will be in the ground
state and the ancilla qubit will assume the initial state of
the first target qubit.
[0076] At 1804, a second pseudo-Fredkin gate opera-
tion, controlled by the control qubit, is conducted on the
first target qubit and the second target qubit. If the control
qubit is in the excited state, the second pseudo-Fredkin
operation will place the first target qubit in the initial state
of the second target qubit, and the second target qubit
will be in the ground state. At 1806, a third pseudo-Fred-
kin gate operation, controlled by the control qubit, is con-
ducted on the second target qubit and the ancilla qubit.
If the control qubit is in the excited state, the third pseudo-
Fredkin operation will place the second target qubit in
the initial state of the first target qubit, and the second
target qubit will be in the ground state.
[0077] FIG. 19 is an energy diagram 1900 illustrating
a plurality of energy states of a second quantum circuit
having some degree of coupling between a qubit and the
resonator. It will be appreciated that a given system can
have a plurality of qubits coupled to a common resonator,
but for the purpose of the current discussion, a multiple
qubit system can be modeled as a plurality of single qubit-
resonator systems, with any state change at the resona-
tor carried over between systems. In the illustrated sys-
tem, the qubit is assumed to have two associated states,
such that it can be modeled as the state of a spin-1/2
particle, with associated "spin-up" and "spin-down"
states that interact differently with the classical control
parameter. It will be appreciated, however, that while, for
the purpose of illustration the qubit with terminology con-

sistent with a spin-1/2 qubit, no limitation on the physical
implementation of the qubit, resonator, or classical con-
trol mechanism is intended.
[0078] The energy diagram 1900 is constructed such
that the lowest energy state is always at the bottom of
the diagram. It will be appreciated that, in the illustrated
implementation, the lowest energy state of the qubit var-
ies with the value of the first classical control parameter,
such that the ground state of the qubit is a first state,
referred to herein as the spin-up state (|↑〉), at a first value
of the classical control parameter (e.g., P1), a second
state, referred to herein as the spin-down state (|↓〉), at
a second value of the classical control parameter (e.g.,
P5), and a superposition of the spin-up and spin-down

states  at a third value of the clas-

sical control parameter that is intermediate to the first
value and the second value (e.g., P3). Accordingly, each
of four relevant energy states of the qubit-resonator sys-
tem, denoted by dashed lines, are each represented by
horizontal lines on a first side of the diagram 1900 in
which the state of the qubit represents the ground state,
and a diagonal line on a second side of the diagram, in
which the state of the qubit represents the excited state.
As would be expected, for a pair of energy states having
the same state of the resonator, the two states intersect
at the point where the classical control parameter as-
sumes a value of P3, where the ground state of the qubit
is a superposition of the two states.
[0079] The energy diagram 1900 further comprises a
plurality of adiabatic energy contours 1902-1904 repre-
senting adiabatic transitions between states of the cou-
pled qubit-resonator system. The system demonstrates
at least one avoiding crossing 1910, in which an adiabatic
sweep of the classical control parameter allows the qubit
to change its associated state (e.g., flux state or charge
state) without a change in the energy state (e.g., ground
or excited), such that the crossing of two energy states
is avoided. Effectively, sweeping through the avoided
crossing changes the ground state of the qubit from a
first qubit state to a second qubit state. In accordance
with an aspect of the present invention, the quantum X
and Hadamard gates of FIGS. 20 and 21 utilize the illus-
trated avoided crossing 1910 to perform quantum oper-
ations on the resonator.
[0080] FIG. 20A illustrates an exemplary method 2000
for implementing a quantum X gate with a quantum circuit
having a classical control parameter coupled to a qubit,
with the qubit also coupled to a resonator by a coupling
having a characteristic energy. A truth table describing
the quantum X gate operation is illustrated as FIG. 20B.
In the illustrated method 2000, it is assumed that the en-
ergy levels of the coupled qubit-resonator pair can be
represented by the energy diagram of FIG. 19. For the
purpose of the foregoing explanation, it is assumed that
the qubit begins in its lowest energy state, represented
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as the lowest solid line on the diagram. It will be appre-
ciated that the quantum circuit is designed such that the
qubit always begins in its ground state and returns to the
ground state after the method 2000 is completed.
[0081] At 2002, the classical control parameter is tran-
sitioned adiabatically from a first control value to a second
control value. In one implementation, the first control val-
ue is the first value, P1, described above, the second
control value is represented in FIG. 19 as P2, and the
qubit can be assumed to begin in the spin-up state. For
the purpose of illustration, the foregoing discussion will
focus on this implementation, but it will be appreciated
that the methodology can operate in the same manner
with the classical control parameter beginning at the sec-
ond value, P5, described above, in which case the qubit
can be assumed to begin in the spin-down state. If the
resonator begins in the lowest energy state, the sweep
of 2002 does not change the state of the system. If the
resonator initially contains a photon, the sweep of 2002
causes an exchange of quantum information between
the qubit and the resonator, placing the qubit in the ex-
cited (spin-down) state and placing the resonator in its
lowest energy state.
[0082] At 2004, the classical control parameter is rap-
idly transitioned from the second control value to a third
control value. In the illustrated implementation, the clas-
sical control parameter is jumped from the previous val-
ue, P2, to P4. As described previously, rapid transition
of the classical control parameter preserve the energy
state of the qubit-resonator system. It will be appreciated,
however, that while the state of the qubit is not changed
by the jump, with the change in the classical control pa-
rameter, the spin-down state now represents the lower
energy orientation of the qubit and the spin-up state rep-
resents the higher energy orientation of the qubit.
[0083] At 2006, the classical control parameter is adi-
abatically transitioned from the third control value back
to the first control value. During this sweep, if the qubit
is in the spin-down state, which is the lowest energy state
at P4, the qubit transitions to the spin-up state during the
sweep, remaining in the lowest energy state. If the qubit
is in the spin-up state prior to the sweep of 2006, the
sweep of 2006 causes an exchange of quantum infor-
mation between the qubit and the resonator, with the
qubit remaining in the spin-up state, an effective transi-
tion from an excited state to ground due to the change
in the classical control parameter, and the resonator tran-
sitions to its first excited state. FIG. 20C illustrates the
energy state of the system after each of the transitions
of 2002, 2004, and 2006.
[0084] FIG. 21 illustrates an exemplary method 2100
for implementing a Hadamard gate with a quantum circuit
having a classical control parameter coupled to a qubit,
with the qubit also coupled to a resonator by a coupling
having a characteristic energy. In the illustrated method
2100, it is assumed that the energy levels of the coupled
qubit-resonator pair can be represented by the energy
diagram of FIG. 19. For the purpose of the foregoing ex-

planation, it is assumed that the qubit begins in its lowest
energy state, represented as the lowest solid line on the
diagram. It will be appreciated that the quantum circuit
is designed such that the qubit always begins in its ground
state and returns to the ground state after the method
2100 is completed.
[0085] At 2102, the classical control parameter is tran-
sitioned adiabatically from a first control value to a second
control value. In one implementation, the first control val-
ue is the first value, P1, described above, the second
control value is represented in FIG. 19 as P2, and the
qubit can be assumed to begin in the spin-up state. For
the purpose of illustration, the foregoing discussion will
focus on this implementation, but it will be appreciated
that the methodology can operate in the same manner
with the classical control parameter beginning at the sec-
ond value, P5, described above, in which case the qubit
can be assumed to begin in the spin-down state. If the
resonator begins in the lowest energy state, the sweep
of 2102 does not change the state of the system. If the
resonator initially contains a photon, the sweep of 2102
causes an exchange of quantum information between
the qubit and the resonator, placing the qubit in the ex-
cited (spin-down) state and placing the resonator in its
lowest energy state.
[0086] At 2104, the classical control parameter is rap-
idly transitioned from the second control value to a third
control value. In the illustrated implementation, the third
control value is equal to the third value, P3, described
above such the classical control parameter is jumped
from the previous value, P2, to P3. While rapid transition
of the classical control parameter preserves the energy
state of the qubit-resonator system, it will be appreciated
that the jump places the system exactly at a crossing
between the |↑,0〉 and the |↓,0〉 energy states. Further,
with the change in the classical control parameter, the
lowest energy state of the system is a state in which the
resonator is in its lowest energy state and qubit is in a
linear superposition of its two states.
[0087] At 2106, the classical control parameter is adi-
abatically transitioned from the third control value back
to the first control value. It will be appreciated that, since
the sweep begins within the crossing of two energy states
of the qubit-resonator system, specifically the |↑,0〉 and
the |↓,0〉 states, the sweep allows the system to transition
to a superposition of states. The particular initial super-
position depends on the state of the system at the time
of the sweep, with the system transitioning to

 at point P2 when the qubit begins the

sweep of 2106 in the spin-up state, and to

 at point P2 when the qubit begins the

sweep in the spin-down state. It will be appreciated that
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quantum operations are linear, such that the effect of the
sweep on the superimposed states is the sum of the effect
of the sweep on each state. As can be seen from the
diagram of FIG. 19, the sweep from P2 to P1 causes no
change in the |↑,0〉 state, but when the system is in the
|↓,0〉 state, the sweep causes a transition to the |↑,0〉
state. Accordingly, the system ends in a superposition of

two states of the system, specifically as 

when the sweep began with the qubit in the spin-up state

and  when the sweep began with the qubit

in the spin-down state. FIG. 21C illustrates the energy
state of the system after each of the transitions of 2102,
2104, and 2106.
[0088] The invention has been disclosed illustratively.
Accordingly, the terminology employed throughout the
disclosure should be read in an exemplary rather than a
limiting manner. Although minor modifications of the in-
vention will occur to those well versed in the art, it shall
be understood that what is intended to be circumscribed
within the scope of the patent warranted hereon are all
such embodiments that reasonably fall within the scope
of the advancement to the art hereby contributed, and
that that scope shall not be restricted, except in light of
the appended claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A method for performing a quantum gate operation
in a quantum circuit having a first qubit coupled to
resonator, a coupling between the qubit and the res-
onator having a characteristic energy, the method
comprising:

increasing the energy of the first qubit from a
first control value to an intermediate second con-
trol value at a rate sufficiently slow relative to
the characteristic energy to cause a transfer of
energy between the first qubit and the resonator,
wherein the transfer of energy between the first
qubit and the resonator causes a change in the
quantum state of the qubit and resonator;
increasing the energy of the qubit from the in-
termediate second control value to a third control
value at a rate sufficiently fast relative to the
characteristic energy to maintain the quantum
state of the qubit and resonator; and
decreasing the energy of the first qubit from the
third control value to the first control value at a
rate sufficiently slow relative to the characteristic
energy to cause a transfer of energy between

the first qubit and the resonator.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

increasing the energy of a second qubit from a
starting value to a target value at a rate suffi-
ciently slow relative to the characteristic energy
to cause a transfer of energy between the sec-
ond qubit and the resonator; and
decreasing the energy of the second qubit from
the target value to the starting value at a rate
sufficiently slow relative to the characteristic en-
ergy to cause a transfer of energy between the
second qubit and the resonator.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

increasing the energy of a third qubit from an
initial value to a desired value at a rate sufficient-
ly slow relative to the characteristic energy to
cause a transfer of energy between the third
qubit and the resonator; and
decreasing the energy of the third qubit from the
desired value to the initial value at a rate suffi-
ciently slow relative to the characteristic energy
to cause a transfer of energy between the third
qubit and the resonator.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising selecting
a pair of values for the intermediate second and third
control values according to a desired function of the
quantum gate, such that a first selected pair of values
for the intermediate second and third control values
provides a Toffoli gate operation and a second se-
lected pair of values for the intermediate second and
third control values approximates a Fredkin gate op-
eration.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein increasing the en-
ergy of the first qubit from a first control value to an
intermediate second control value induces the cou-
pled first qubit and resonator to enter a quantum state
associated with a first energy state of a crossing of
the first energy state and a second energy state and
increasing the energy of the first qubit from the in-
termediate second control value to a third control
value induces the quantum state of the coupled first
qubit and resonator to jump through the crossing of
the first and second energy states, but remains in
the first energy state, and wherein the decreasing of
the energy of the first qubit from the third control val-
ue to the first control value at a rate sufficiently slow
relative to the characteristic energy such that the
quantum state of the coupled first qubit and resona-
tor avoids the crossing of the first and second energy
states, and transitions to the second energy state.

6. The method of claim 5, the quantum gate operation
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comprising an X-gate operation on the resonator,
and the first energy state representing a first state
of the qubit and a lowest energy state of the resonator
and the second energy state representing a second
state of the qubit and a lowest energy state of the
resonator.

7. The method of claim 5, the quantum gate operation
comprising a controlled NOT operation on the first
qubit that is controlled by a second qubit coupled to
the resonator, one of the first and second energy
states representing an excited state of the first qubit
and a lowest energy state of the resonator and the
other of the first and second energy states repre-
senting a ground state of the qubit and a second
excited state of the resonator, the method further
comprising:

increasing the energy of the second qubit from
a starting value to a target value at a rate suffi-
ciently slow relative to the characteristic energy
to cause a transfer of energy between the sec-
ond qubit and the resonator prior to increasing
the energy of the first qubit from the first control
value to the intermediate second control value;
and
decreasing the energy of the second qubit from
the target value to the starting value at a rate
sufficiently slow relative to the characteristic en-
ergy to cause a transfer of energy between the
second qubit and resonator after the energy of
the first qubit has been decreased to the first
control value.

8. The method of claim 5, the quantum gate operation
comprising a Toffoli gate operation on the first qubit
that is controlled by a second qubit, coupled to the
resonator, and a third qubit, coupled to the
resonator , one of the first and second energy states
representing an excited state of the first qubit and a
lowest energy state of the resonator and the other
of the first and second energy states representing a
ground state of the qubit and a sixth excited state of
the resonator, the method further comprising:

increasing the energy of each of the second
qubit and third qubit from a starting value to a
target value at a rate sufficiently slow relative to
the characteristic energy to cause a transfer of
energy between each of the second and third
qubit and the resonator, prior to increasing the
energy of the first qubit from the first control val-
ue to the third control value; and
decreasing the energy of the second and third
qubits from the target value to the starting value
at a rate sufficiently slow relative to the charac-
teristic energy to cause a transfer of energy be-
tween each of the second and third qubit and

the resonator after the energy of the first qubit
has been decreased to the first control value.

9. The method of claim 5, the quantum gate operation
comprising a modified controlled swap operation on
the first qubit and a second qubit, coupled to the res-
onator, that is controlled by a third qubit, coupled to
the resonator, one of the first and second energy
states representing an excited state of the first qubit
and a lowest energy state of the resonator and the
other of the first and second energy states repre-
senting a ground state of the qubit and a fifth excited
state of the resonator, the method further compris-
ing:

increasing the energy of each of the second
qubit and third qubit from a starting value to a
target value at a rate sufficiently slow relative to
the characteristic energy to cause a transfer of
energy between each of the second qubit and
third qubit and the resonator prior to increasing
the energy of the first qubit from the first control
value to the third control value; and
decreasing the energy of each of the second
qubit and third qubit from the target value to the
starting value at a rate sufficiently slow relative
to the characteristic energy to cause a transfer
of energy between each of the second qubit and
third qubit and the resonator after the energy of
the first qubit has been decreased to the first
control value.

10. A quantum logic gate comprising:

a resonator;
a qubit coupled to the resonator, with a coupling
between the qubit and the resonator having a
characteristic energy;
a control mechanism coupled to the qubit and
configured to:

increase the energy of the qubit from a first
control value to an intermediate second
control value at a rate sufficiently slow rel-
ative to the characteristic energy to cause
a transfer of energy between the qubit and
the resonator,
increase the energy of the qubit from the
intermediate second control value to a third
control value at a rate sufficiently fast rela-
tive to the characteristic energy to preserve
the quantum states of each of the qubit and
the resonator, and
decrease the energy of the first qubit from
the third control value to the first control val-
ue at a rate sufficiently slow relative to the
characteristic energy to cause a transfer of
energy between the first qubit and the res-

29 30 



EP 2 553 816 B1

17

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

onator.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Ausführung einer Quantum-Gate-
Operation in einer Quantenschaltung, die ein erstes
Qubit gekoppelt mit einem Resonator aufweist, wo-
bei die Kopplung zwischen dem Qubit und dem Re-
sonator eine charakteristische Energie aufweist, wo-
bei das Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

Erhöhen der Energie des ersten Qubits von ei-
nem ersten Steuerwert auf einen zwischenlie-
genden zweiten Steuerwert mit einer Geschwin-
digkeit, die im Verhältnis zur charakteristischen
Energie langsam genug ist, um eine Energieü-
bertragung zwischen dem ersten Qubit und dem
Resonator herbeizuführen, wobei die Energie-
übertragung zwischen dem ersten Qubit und
dem Resonator eine Veränderung des Quan-
tenzustands des Qubits und des Resonators
herbeiführt;
Erhöhen der Energie des Qubits von dem zwi-
schenliegenden zweiten Steuerwert auf einen
dritten Steuerwert mit einer Geschwindigkeit,
die im Verhältnis zur charakteristischen Energie
schnell genug ist, um den Quantenzustand des
Qubits und des Resonators aufrechtzuerhalten;
und
Verringern der Energie des ersten Qubits von
dem dritten Steuerwert auf den ersten Steuer-
wert mit einer Geschwindigkeit, die im Verhält-
nis zur charakteristischen Energie langsam ge-
nug ist, um eine Energieübertragung zwischen
dem ersten Qubit und dem Resonator herbeizu-
führen.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner Folgendes
umfasst:

Erhöhen der Energie eines zweiten Qubits von
einem Ausgangswert auf einen Zielwert mit ei-
ner Geschwindigkeit, die im Verhältnis zur cha-
rakteristischen Energie langsam genug ist, um
eine Energieübertragung zwischen dem zwei-
ten Qubit und dem Resonator herbeizuführen;
und
Verringern der Energie des zweiten Qubits von
dem Zielwert auf den Ausgangswert mit einer
Geschwindigkeit, die im Verhältnis zur charak-
teristischen Energie langsam genug ist, um eine
Energieübertragung zwischen dem zweiten
Qubit und dem Resonator herbeizuführen.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, das ferner Folgendes
umfasst:

Erhöhen der Energie eines dritten Qubits von
einem Anfangswert auf einen Sollwert mit einer
Geschwindigkeit, die im Verhältnis zur charak-
teristischen Energie langsam genug ist, um eine
Energieübertragung zwischen dem dritten Qubit
und dem Resonator herbeizuführen; und
Verringern der Energie des dritten Qubits von
dem Sollwert auf den Anfangswert mit einer Ge-
schwindigkeit, die im Verhältnis zur charakteris-
tischen Energie langsam genug ist, um eine En-
ergieübertragung zwischen dem dritten Qubit
und dem Resonator herbeizuführen.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 3, das ferner das Auswäh-
len eines Wertepaars für den zwischenliegenden
zweiten und den dritten Steuerwert entsprechend ei-
ner gewünschten Funktion des Quantum-Gates um-
fasst, derart, dass ein erstes ausgewähltes Werte-
paar für den zwischenliegenden zweiten und dritten
Steuerwert eine Toffoli-Gate-Operation bereitstellt
und ein zweites ausgewähltes Wertepaar für den
zwischenliegenden zweiten und dritten Steuerwert
näherungsweise einer Fredkin-Gate-Operation ent-
spricht.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Erhöhen der
Energie des ersten Qubits von einem ersten Steu-
erwert auf einen zwischenliegenden zweiten Steu-
erwert das erste Qubit und den Resonator, die mit-
einander gekoppelt sind, in einen Quantenzustand
versetzt, der einem ersten Energiezustand eines
Übergangs des ersten Energiezustands und eines
zweiten Energiezustands entspricht, und das Erhö-
hen der Energie eines ersten Qubits von dem zwi-
schenliegenden zweiten Steuerwert auf einen dritten
Steuerwert das erste Qubit und den Resonator, die
miteinander gekoppelt sind, dazu veranlasst, durch
den Übergang des ersten und zweiten Energiezu-
stands zu springen, aber im ersten Energiezustand
zu bleiben, und wobei das Verringern der Energie
des ersten Qubits von dem dritten Steuerwert auf
den ersten Steuerwert mit einer Geschwindigkeit,
die im Verhältnis zur charakteristischen Energie
langsam genug ist, derart, dass der Quantenzustand
des ersten Qubits und des Resonators, die mitein-
ander gekoppelt sind, den Übergang des ersten und
zweiten Energiezustands vermeidet, und in den
zweiten Energiezustand übergeht.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Quantum-
Gate-Operation eine X-Gate-Operation auf dem Re-
sonator umfasst und der erste Energiezustand einen
ersten Zustand des Qubits und einen niedrigsten En-
ergiezustand des Resonators darstellt und der zwei-
te Energiezustand einen zweiten Zustand des
Qubits und einen niedrigsten Energiezustand des
Resonators darstellt.
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7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Quantum-
Gate-Operation eine kontrollierte NICHT-Operation
auf dem ersten Qubit umfasst, die von einem zweiten
Qubit, das mit dem Resonator gekoppelt ist, gesteu-
ert wird, wobei einer des ersten und zweiten Ener-
giezustands einen angeregten Zustand des ersten
Qubits und einen niedrigsten Energiezustand des
Resonators darstellt und der andere des ersten und
zweiten Energiezustands einen Grundzustand des
Qubits und einen zweiten angeregten Zustand des
Resonators darstellt, wobei das Verfahren ferner
Folgendes umfasst:

Erhöhen der Energie des zweiten Qubits von
einem Ausgangswert auf einen Zielwert mit ei-
ner Geschwindigkeit, die im Verhältnis zur cha-
rakteristischen Energie langsam genug ist, um
eine Energieübertragung zwischen dem zwei-
ten Qubit und dem Resonator herbeizuführen,
vor dem Erhöhen der Energie des ersten Qubits
von dem ersten Steuerwert auf den zwischen-
liegenden zweiten Steuerwert; und
Verringern der Energie des zweiten Qubits von
dem Zielwert auf den Ausgangswert mit einer
Geschwindigkeit, die im Verhältnis zur charak-
teristischen Energie langsam genug ist, um eine
Energieübertragung zwischen dem zweiten
Qubit und dem Resonator herbeizuführen,
nachdem die Energie des ersten Qubits auf den
ersten Steuerwert verringert wurde.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Quantum-
Gate-Operation eine Toffoli-Gate-Operation auf
dem ersten Qubit umfasst, die von einem zweiten
Qubit, das mit dem Resonator gekoppelt ist, und ei-
nem dritten Qubit, das mit dem Resonator gekoppelt
ist, gesteuert wird, wobei einer des ersten und zwei-
ten Energiezustands einen angeregten Zustand des
ersten Qubits und einen niedrigsten Energiezustand
des Resonators darstellt und der andere des ersten
und zweiten Energiezustands einen Grundzustand
des Qubits und einen sechsten angeregten Zustand
des Resonators darstellt, wobei das Verfahren fer-
ner Folgendes umfasst:

Erhöhen der Energie jedes des zweiten und drit-
ten Qubits von einem Ausgangswert auf einen
Zielwert mit einer Geschwindigkeit, die im Ver-
hältnis zur charakteristischen Energie langsam
genug ist, um eine Energieübertragung zwi-
schen jedem des zweiten und dritten Qubits und
dem Resonator herbeizuführen, vor dem Erhö-
hen der Energie des ersten Qubits von dem ers-
ten Steuerwert auf den dritten Steuerwert; und
Verringern der Energie des zweiten und dritten
Qubits von dem Zielwert auf den Ausgangswert
mit einer Geschwindigkeit, die im Verhältnis zur
charakteristischen Energie langsam genug ist,

um eine Energieübertragung zwischen jedem
des ersten und zweiten Qubits und dem Reso-
nator herbeizuführen, nachdem die Energie des
ersten Qubits auf den ersten Steuerwert verrin-
gert wurde.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Quantum-
Gate-Operation eine modifizierte kontrollierte Aus-
tausch-Operation auf dem ersten Qubit und einem
zweiten Qubit, das mit dem Resonator gekoppelt ist,
umfasst, die von einem dritten Qubit, das mit dem
Resonator gekoppelt ist, gesteuert wird, wobei einer
des ersten und zweiten Energiezustands einen an-
geregten Zustand des ersten Qubits und einen nied-
rigsten Energiezustand des Resonators darstellt und
der andere des ersten und zweiten Energiezustands
einen Grundzustand des Qubits und einen fünften
angeregten Zustand des Resonators darstellt, wobei
das Verfahren ferner Folgendes umfasst:

Erhöhen der Energie jedes des zweiten und drit-
ten Qubits von einem Ausgangswert auf einen
Zielwert mit einer Geschwindigkeit, die im Ver-
hältnis zur charakteristischen Energie langsam
genug ist, um eine Energieübertragung zwi-
schen jedem des zweiten und dritten Qubits und
dem Resonator herbeizuführen, vor dem Erhö-
hen der Energie des ersten Qubits von einem
ersten Steuerwert auf einen dritten Steuerwert;
und
Verringern der Energie jedes des zweiten und
dritten Qubits von dem Zielwert auf den Aus-
gangswert mit einer Geschwindigkeit, die im
Verhältnis zur charakteristischen Energie lang-
sam genug ist, um eine Energieübertragung
zwischen jedem des zweiten und dritten Qubits
und dem Resonator herbeizuführen, nachdem
die Energie des ersten Qubits auf den ersten
Steuerwert verringert wurde.

10. Quantenlogikgatter, das Folgendes umfasst:

einen Resonator;
ein Qubit, das mit dem Resonator gekoppelt ist,
wobei die Kopplung zwischen dem Qubit und
dem Resonator eine charakteristische Energie
aufweist;
einen Steuermechanismus, der mit dem Qubit
gekoppelt ist und dazu konfiguriert ist:

die Energie des Qubits von einem ersten
Steuerwert auf einen zwischenliegenden
zweiten Steuerwert mit einer Geschwindig-
keit zu erhöhen, die im Verhältnis zur cha-
rakteristischen Energie langsam genug ist,
um eine Energieübertragung zwischen dem
Qubit und dem Resonator herbeizuführen,
die Energie des Qubits von dem zwischen-
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liegenden zweiten Steuerwert auf einen
dritten Steuerwert mit einer Geschwindig-
keit zu erhöhen, die im Verhältnis zur cha-
rakteristischen Energie schnell genug ist,
den Quantenzustand sowohl des Qubits als
auch des Resonators zu erhalten, und
die Energie des ersten Qubits von dem drit-
ten Steuerwert auf den ersten Steuerwert
mit einer Geschwindigkeit zu verringern, die
im Verhältnis zur charakteristischen Ener-
gie langsam genug ist, um eine Energieü-
bertragung zwischen dem ersten Qubit und
dem Resonator herbeizuführen.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour exécuter une opération de porte quan-
tique dans un circuit quantique ayant un premier bit
quantique couplé à un résonateur, un couplage entre
le bit quantique et le résonateur ayant une énergie
caractéristique, le procédé comprenant :

l’augmentation de l’énergie du premier bit quan-
tique d’une première valeur de commande à une
deuxième valeur de commande intermédiaire à
une vitesse suffisamment lente par rapport à
l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer un
transfert d’énergie entre le premier bit quantique
et le résonateur, dans lequel le transfert d’éner-
gie entre le premier bit quantique et le résona-
teur provoque un changement de l’état quanti-
que du bit quantique et du résonateur ;
l’augmentation de l’énergie du bit quantique de
la deuxième valeur de commande intermédiaire
à une troisième valeur de commande à une vi-
tesse suffisamment rapide par rapport à l’éner-
gie caractéristique pour maintenir l’état quanti-
que du bit quantique et du résonateur ; et
la diminution de l’énergie du premier bit quanti-
que de la troisième valeur de commande à la
première valeur de commande à une vitesse
suffisamment lente par rapport à l’énergie ca-
ractéristique pour provoquer un transfert d’éner-
gie entre le premier bit quantique et le résona-
teur.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre :

l’augmentation de l’énergie d’un deuxième bit
quantique d’une valeur de départ à une valeur
cible à une vitesse suffisamment lente par rap-
port à l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer
un transfert d’énergie entre le deuxième bit
quantique et le résonateur ; et
la diminution de l’énergie du deuxième bit quan-
tique de la valeur cible à la valeur de départ à

une vitesse suffisamment lente par rapport à
l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer un
transfert d’énergie entre le deuxième bit quan-
tique et le résonateur.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, comprenant en
outre :

l’augmentation de l’énergie d’un troisième bit
quantique d’une valeur initiale à une valeur sou-
haitée à une vitesse suffisamment lente par rap-
port à l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer
un transfert d’énergie entre le troisième bit quan-
tique et le résonateur ; et
la diminution de l’énergie du troisième bit quan-
tique de la valeur souhaitée à la valeur initiale à
une vitesse suffisamment lente par rapport à
l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer un
transfert d’énergie entre le troisième bit quanti-
que et le résonateur.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 3, comprenant en
outre la sélection d’une paire de valeurs pour la
deuxième valeur de commande intermédiaire et la
troisième valeur de commande selon une fonction
souhaitée de la porte quantique, de sorte qu’une pre-
mière paire de valeurs sélectionnée pour la deuxiè-
me valeur de commande intermédiaire et la troisiè-
me valeur de commande fournit une opération de
porte de Toffoli et une seconde paire de valeurs sé-
lectionnée pour la deuxième valeur de commande
intermédiaire et la troisième valeur de commande
s’approche d’une opération de porte de Fredkin.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’aug-
mentation de l’énergie du premier bit quantique
d’une première valeur de commande à une deuxiè-
me valeur de commande intermédiaire pousse le
premier bit quantique et le résonateur couplés à en-
trer dans un état quantique associé à un premier état
énergétique d’un passage par le premier état éner-
gétique et à un deuxième état énergétique et l’aug-
mentation de l’énergie du premier bit quantique de
la deuxième valeur de commande intermédiaire à
une troisième valeur de commande pousse l’état
quantique du premier bit quantique et du résonateur
couplés à passer par le passage par les premier et
deuxième états énergétiques, mais à rester dans le
premier état énergétique, et dans lequel la diminu-
tion de l’énergie du premier bit quantique de la troi-
sième valeur de commande à la première valeur de
commande à une vitesse suffisamment lente par
rapport à l’énergie caractéristique de sorte que l’état
quantique du premier bit quantique et du résonateur
couplés évite le passage par les premier et deuxième
états énergétique, et subit une transition vers le
deuxième état énergétique.
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6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, l’opération de por-
te quantique comprenant une opération de porte X
sur le résonateur, et le premier état énergétique re-
présentant un premier état du bit quantique et un
niveau d’énergie le plus faible du résonateur et le
deuxième état énergétique représentant un deuxiè-
me état du bit quantique et un niveau d’énergie le
plus faible du résonateur.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 5, l’opération de por-
te quantique comprenant une inversion logique con-
trôlée sur le premier bit quantique qui est contrôlée
par un deuxième bit quantique couplé au résonateur,
l’un des premier et deuxième états énergétiques re-
présentant un état excité du premier bit quantique
et un niveau d’énergie le plus faible du résonateur
et l’autre des premier et deuxième états énergéti-
ques représentant un état de base du bit quantique
et un deuxième état excité du résonateur, le procédé
comprenant en outre :

l’augmentation de l’énergie du deuxième bit
quantique d’une valeur de départ à une valeur
cible à une vitesse suffisamment lente par rap-
port à l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer
un transfert d’énergie entre le deuxième bit
quantique et le résonateur avant l’augmentation
de l’énergie du premier bit quantique de la pre-
mière valeur de commande à la deuxième valeur
de commande intermédiaire ; et
la diminution de l’énergie du deuxième bit quan-
tique de la valeur cible à la valeur de départ à
une vitesse suffisamment lente par rapport à
l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer un
transfert d’énergie entre le deuxième bit quan-
tique et le résonateur après que l’énergie du pre-
mier bit quantique a été réduite jusqu’à la pre-
mière valeur de commande.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 5, l’opération de por-
te quantique comprenant une opération de porte de
Toffoli sur le premier bit quantique qui est comman-
dée par un deuxième bit quantique, couplé au réso-
nateur, et un troisième bit quantique, couplé au ré-
sonateur, l’un des premier et deuxième états éner-
gétique représentant un état excité du premier bit
quantique et un niveau d’énergie le plus faible du
résonateur et l’autre des premier et deuxième états
énergétiques représentant un état de base du bit
quantique et un sixième état excité du résonateur,
le procédé comprenant en outre :

l’augmentation de l’énergie de chacun du
deuxième bit quantique et du troisième bit quan-
tique d’une valeur de départ à une valeur cible
à une vitesse suffisamment lente par rapport à
l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer un
transfert d’énergie entre chacun du deuxième

et du troisième bit quantique et le résonateur,
avant l’augmentation de l’énergie du premier bit
quantique de la première valeur de commande
à la troisième valeur de commande ; et
la diminution de l’énergie des deuxième et troi-
sième bits quantiques de la valeur cible à la va-
leur de départ à une vitesse suffisamment lente
par rapport à l’énergie caractéristique pour pro-
voquer un transfert d’énergie entre chacun du
deuxième et du troisième bit quantique et le ré-
sonateur après que l’énergie du premier bit
quantique a été réduite jusqu’à la première va-
leur de commande.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 5, l’opération de por-
te quantique comprenant une opération d’échange
commandée modifiée sur le premier bit quantique et
un deuxième bit quantique, couplé au résonateur,
qui est commandée par un troisième bit quantique,
couplé au résonateur, l’un des premier et deuxième
états énergétiques représentant un état excité du
premier bit quantique et un niveau d’énergie le plus
faible du résonateur et l’autre des premier et deuxiè-
me états énergétiques représentant un état de base
du bit quantique et un cinquième état excité du ré-
sonateur, le procédé comprenant en outre :

l’augmentation de l’énergie de chacun du
deuxième bit quantique et du troisième bit quan-
tique d’une valeur de départ à une valeur cible
à une vitesse suffisamment lente par rapport à
l’énergie caractéristique pour provoquer un
transfert d’énergie entre chacun du deuxième
bit quantique et du troisième bit quantique et le
résonateur avant l’augmentation de l’énergie du
premier bit quantique de la première valeur de
commande à la troisième valeur de commande ;
et
la diminution de l’énergie de chacun du deuxiè-
me bit quantique et du troisième bit quantique
de la valeur cible à la valeur de départ à une
vitesse suffisamment lente par rapport à l’éner-
gie caractéristique pour provoquer un transfert
d’énergie entre chacun du deuxième bit quanti-
que et du troisième bit quantique et le résonateur
après que l’énergie du premier bit quantique a
été réduite jusqu’à la première valeur de com-
mande.

10. Porte logique quantique comprenant :

un résonateur ;
un bit quantique couplé au résonateur, avec un
couplage entre le bit quantique et le résonateur
ayant une énergie caractéristique ;
un mécanisme de commande couplé au bit
quantique et configuré pour :
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augmenter l’énergie du bit quantique d’une
première valeur de commande à une
deuxième valeur de commande intermé-
diaire à une vitesse suffisamment lente par
rapport à l’énergie caractéristique pour pro-
voquer un transfert d’énergie entre le bit
quantique et le résonateur,
augmenter l’énergie du bit quantique de la
deuxième valeur de commande intermé-
diaire à une troisième valeur de commande
à une vitesse suffisamment rapide par rap-
port à l’énergie caractéristique pour préser-
ver les états quantiques de chacun du bit
quantique et du résonateur, et
diminuer l’énergie du premier bit quantique
de la troisième valeur de commande à la
première valeur de commande à une vites-
se suffisamment lente par rapport à l’éner-
gie caractéristique pour provoquer un trans-
fert d’énergie entre le premier bit quantique
et le résonateur.
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