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(54) TURBOCHARGER DEVICE

(57) A turbocharger device includes: a turbocharger
(3); and a turbo controller (35) configured to control a
waste-gate valve (31) or a variable-displacement mech-
anism of an exhaust-gas amount supplied to the turbine
to control a boost pressure of the turbocharger, the turbo
controller (35) including a control calculation part (44)
and a sensor signal input part (45) provided separately
and independently from an engine controller (33) and
being mounted to a compressor housing at a side of the
compressor (23b) of the turbocharger (3).
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a turbocharger
device for an engine, especially to an arrangement of a
control device for controlling a turbocharger and lifetime
estimation of the turbocharger performed by the control
device.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In an engine used for an automobile or the like,
an exhaust turbocharger is widely used, in which a turbine
is rotated by exhaust gas energy of the engine and a
centrifugal compressor directly coupled to the turbine via
a rotation shaft compresses intake air and supplies the
engine with the intake air, to improve the output of the
engine.
[0003] Such an exhaust turbocharger is required to
have a lifetime of hundreds of thousands kilometers for
automobiles, equivalent to that of the automobiles, or a
lifetime of more than a million kilometers for trucks and
buses.
[0004] However, an operation history (e.g. operation
time, rotation speed, and cumulative damage level) of a
turbocharger is not sufficiently understood. Further, a tur-
bocharger is required to have a high reliability, and thus
to be designed with sufficient safety, which results in hav-
ing a high spec in terms of material strength (high
strength, high durability) and a high cost.
[0005] Meanwhile, with regard to the lifetime estima-
tion of turbochargers, Patent Document 1
(JP2002-544443A, translation of a PCT application) dis-
closes an invention related to a fatigue-lifetime monitor-
ing device for a turbocharger.
[0006] The document discloses a sensor for measur-
ing a rotation speed of a rotation shaft of a turbocharger,
a unit to calculate an actual malfunctioning probability of
a turbocharger by processing rotation-speed information
from the sensor to compare the actual malfunctioning
probability of the turbocharger with a preset malfunction-
ing probability of the turbocharger, and displaying excess
to prompt maintenance if the actual probability is greater
than the preset malfunctioning probability of the turbo-
charger as a result of the comparison.
[0007] Further, the document also discloses inputting
an inlet temperature of a turbocharger turbine as infor-
mation, and a central processing unit and a storage unit
provided in a package independently from, or as a part
of, an engine control module.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0008] Patent Document 1: JP2002-544443A (transla-
tion of a PCT application)

SUMMARY

Problems to be Solved

[0009] As described above, a turbocharger is required
to have a high reliability, and thus to be designed to
achieve a sufficient safety rate, which results in a high
spec in terms of material strength and tends to increase
the cost. If the lifetime estimation of a turbocharger is
performed accurately, it is possible to set a lifetime short-
er than in a conventional case, and to manufacture tur-
bochargers with reduced costs, thereby reducing initial
costs. Thus, a method of accurately determining a life-
time is required.
[0010] Further, if it is possible to recover a control unit
having recorded operational history information of a tur-
bocharger when the turbocharger with an expired lifetime
is to be replaced, it is advantageous in terms of acquisi-
tion of the operational history information and determi-
nation of the cause of malfunction or the like. Thus, it is
desirable to provide a recorder for recording an opera-
tional history of a turbocharger independently and sep-
arately from an engine ECU (engine control unit) for con-
trolling an engine, the recorder being recoverable togeth-
er when the turbocharger is to be replaced.
[0011] Whereas Patent Document 1 discloses per-
forming lifetime estimation of a turbocharger, there is no
disclosure of a specific estimation unit. Further, with re-
gard to replacement of a turbocharger, Patent Document
1 does not disclose an arrangement structure of a control
unit that is recoverable at the same time as a turbocharg-
er.
[0012] The present invention was made in view of the
above conventional technical problems, and an object of
the present invention is to provide a turbocharger device
which predicts a lifetime of a turbocharger accurately,
whereby, if the lifetime expires, the turbocharger can be
replaced along with a turbo controller (turbo ECU) having
recorded data of the operational history of the turbo-
charger, which makes it possible to facilitate acquisition
of the operational history information of the turbocharger
and reduce the initial costs of the turbocharger.

Solution to the Problems

[0013] The present invention was made to achieve the
above object, and a turbocharger device comprises: a
turbocharger including a turbine rotated by exhaust gas
from an engine and a compressor driven to rotate by the
turbine to supercharge intake air to the engine; and a
turbo controller configured to control a waste-gate valve
or a variable-displacement mechanism of an exhaust-
gas amount supplied to the turbine to control a boost
pressure of the turbocharger, the turbo controller includ-
ing a control calculation part and a sensor signal input
part provided separately and independently from an en-
gine controller for controlling operation of the engine and
being mounted to a compressor housing at a side of the
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compressor of the turbocharger.
[0014] According to the above invention, the turbo con-
troller includes a control calculation part and a sensor
signal input part provided separately and independently
from an engine controller, and mounted to a compressor
housing at a side of the compressor of the turbocharger.
With this arrangement, the control calculation part and
the sensor signal input part are less likely to be affected
by heat of exhaust gas.
[0015] Further, when the turbocharger is to be re-
placed, it is possible to recover the turbo controller easily
at the same time. Further, data input and calculation,
which are required for control, are performed not via an
engine controller, which makes it possible to improve re-
sponsiveness and accuracy of the control.
[0016] Further, a turbocharger with an expired lifetime
can be easily replaced along with a turbo controller. Thus,
an initial cost can be reduced as compared to a high-
spec turbocharger which is not designed to be replace-
able.
[0017] Further, preferably in the present invention, the
turbo controller comprises an operational history record-
ing part configured to record operational history informa-
tion of the turbocharger, and a lifetime estimation unit
configured to estimate a lifetime of the turbocharger on
the basis of the operational history information including
at least one of a rotation speed of a rotation shaft of the
turbocharger, a boost pressure of the compressor, or a
temperature of exhaust gas flowing into the turbine, in-
putted from the sensor signal input part and recorded by
the operational history recording part.
[0018] As described above, the lifetime estimation unit
estimates a lifetime on the basis of the operational infor-
mation including a rotation speed of a rotation shaft of
the turbocharger, a boost pressure of the compressor, a
temperature of exhaust gas inputted into the turbine, or
also time, which are inputted from the sensor signal input
part and recorded by the operational history recording
part.
[0019] The operational history information related to
the turbocharger is directly inputted from the sensor sig-
nal input part of the turbo controller not via the engine
controller. Thus, there is no risk of failing to achieve ac-
curate data depending on a transmission cycle, unlike
data transmission via the engine controller, and thus it is
possible to perform accurate determination using the op-
erational history information required for lifetime deter-
mination.
[0020] Further, the turbo controller includes the oper-
ational history recording part for recording the operational
history information of the turbocharger. In this way, it is
possible to easily acquire the operational history infor-
mation, and analyze the operational information to easily
determine the cause of malfunction or the like and reflect
the determination result in future development.
[0021] Further, preferably in the present invention, the
lifetime estimation unit comprises a cumulative-time cal-
culation part configured to calculate a cumulative time of

each rotation speed on the basis of an average rotation
speed or a maximum rotation speed of the rotation shaft
of the turbocharger in a periodic interval, and a lifetime
determination part configured to determine the lifetime
by comparing the cumulative time with a preset reference
cumulative time.
[0022] In the lifetime determination performed by the
lifetime prediction unit, with a cumulative time at which
the lifetime expires having been calculated for each ro-
tation speed in advance as a reference cumulative time
by a test or simulation calculation, it is determined wheth-
er the lifetime has expired by comparing the reference
cumulative time with an actual cumulative time corre-
sponding to each rotation speed calculated by the cumu-
lative time calculation part. It is possible to determine the
lifetime readily by comparing the cumulative time with
the preset reference cumulative time.
[0023] Further, preferably in the present invention, the
lifetime estimation unit comprises: a surge-margin calcu-
lation part configured to calculate a surge margin on the
basis of the boost pressure of the compressor, the surge
margin representing a margin of the boost pressure with
respect to occurrence of surging of the compressor; and
a lifetime determination part configured to determine the
lifetime by comparing the surge margin with a preset ref-
erence surge margin.
[0024] A turbocharger deteriorates in performance
with the operating time, and an operation range gets clos-
er to a surge pressure at which surging occurs deter-
mined on the basis of the performance characteristics of
a compressor. Thus, it is possible to determine the life-
time by comparing a surge margin, used as an index,
with a reference surge margin set in advance, the surge
margin being a margin of a boost pressure with respect
to a surge pressure.
[0025] Further, preferably in the present invention, the
lifetime estimation unit comprises: a rotation-speed mar-
gin calculation part configured to calculate a rotation-
speed margin on the basis of the rotation speed of the
rotation shaft of the turbocharger, the rotation-speed
margin representing a margin with respect to a tolerance
rotation speed at which over rotation occurs; and a life-
time determination part configured to determine the life-
time by comparing the rotation-speed margin with a pre-
set reference rotation-speed margin.
[0026] Similarly to the above surge margin, the turbo-
charger deteriorates in performance with the operating
time, and in particular, the characteristic performance of
the waste-gate valve and the variable nozzle mechanism,
in the case of a variable-displacement type turbocharger,
may decrease, thus resulting in insufficient control on the
amount of exhaust gas flowing into the turbine and over
rotation. Thus, it is possible to determine the lifetime by
comparing a rotation-speed margin, used as an index,
with a reference rotation-speed margin set in advance,
the rotation-speed margin being a margin of a an actual
rotation speed with respect to a tolerance over rotation.
[0027] Further, preferably in the present invention, the
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lifetime estimation unit comprises: an exhaust-tempera-
ture margin calculation part configured to calculate an
exhaust-temperature margin on the basis of the temper-
ature of the exhaust gas flowing into the turbine, the ex-
haust-temperature margin representing a margin with re-
spect to a tolerance exhaust temperature at which over
heating occurs; and a lifetime determination part config-
ured to determine the lifetime by comparing the exhaust-
temperature margin with a preset lifetime exhaust-tem-
perature margin.
[0028] As described in relation to the above over-rota-
tion margin, deterioration due to aging reduces operation
performance of the waste-gate valve and the variable
nozzle mechanism (in the case of a variable-displace-
ment type turbocharger), which increases the risk of over
rotation and brings about an increase in an exhaust-gas
temperature in accordance with over rotation. Thus, it is
possible to determine the lifetime by comparing an ex-
haust-temperature margin, used as an index, with a ref-
erence exhaust-temperature margin set in advance, the
exhaust-temperature margin being a margin with respect
to an tolerance exhaust-gas temperature.
[0029] Further, preferably in the present invention, the
lifetime estimation unit comprises a lifetime determina-
tion part configured to determine the lifetime on the basis
of a rotation speed which has a rotation-speed extreme
value in a rotation-speed fluctuation of the turbocharger
and an occurrence number of the rotation-speed extreme
value.
[0030] As described above, a lifetime is estimated on
the basis of a rotation speed which has rotation-speed
extreme values in the rotation fluctuation and the occur-
rence number of the rotation extreme values. That is, a
lifetime is determined taking into account a stress ampli-
tude due to the rotation fluctuation. As a result, it is pos-
sible to determine the lifetime accurately on the basis of
the fatigue strength of the blades of an impeller of the
compressor or the turbine of the turbocharger.
[0031] Further, preferably in the present invention, the
lifetime estimation unit comprises a rotation-speed ex-
treme-value determination part configured to determine
the rotation-speed extreme value, a stress calculation
part configured to calculate a stress amplitude from the
rotation speed of the rotation-speed extreme value, a rep-
etition-number calculation part configured to calculate a
repetition number on the basis of an S-N chart of fatigue
strength of blades of an impeller of the compressor or
the turbine from the stress amplitude, a damage-factor
calculation part configured to calculate a damage factor
from the rotation speed of the rotation-speed extreme
value, and a damage-factor accumulation part config-
ured to accumulate the damage factor as many time as
the repetition number to calculate a damage-factor cu-
mulative value. Further, the lifetime determination part is
configured to determine the lifetime by comparing the
damage-factor cumulative value calculated by the dam-
age-factor accumulation part with a preset damage-fac-
tor reference cumulative value.

[0032] As described above, the lifetime determination
unit specifically includes the rotation-speed extreme val-
ue determination part, the stress-calculation part, the rep-
etition-number calculation part, the damage-factor cal-
culation part, the damage-factor accumulation part, and
the lifetime determination part to estimate a lifetime on
the basis of a rotation speed which has rotation-speed
extreme values in the rotation fluctuation and the occur-
rence number of the rotation extreme values. As a result,
it is possible to determine the lifetime accurately on the
basis of the fatigue strength of the blades of the impeller
of the compressor or the turbine of the turbocharger.

Advantageous Effects

[0033] According to the present invention, it is possible
to predict a lifetime of a turbocharger accurately, and if
the lifetime expires, the turbocharger can be replaced
along with a turbo controller (turbo ECU) having recorded
data of the operational history of the turbocharger, which
makes it possible to facilitate acquisition of the opera-
tional history information of the turbocharger and reduce
the initial costs of the turbocharger.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0034]

FIG. 1 is an overall configuration diagram illustrating
the first embodiment of a turbocharger device ac-
cording to the present invention.
FIG. 2 is an explanatory diagram of signal transmis-
sion between an engine ECU and a turbo ECU ac-
cording to the first embodiment.
FIG. 3 is a configuration block diagram of the turbo
ECU in FIG. 2.
FIG. 4 is another explanatory diagram of the signal
transmission in FIG. 2.
FIG. 5 is an explanatory time chart schematically
showing a flow of acquisition of operational-history
data and lifetime estimation of a turbo ECU.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a process of lifetime estima-
tion of a turbo ECU.
FIG. 7 is a detailed flowchart of section A of the flow-
chart in FIG. 6.
FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing an image
of the flowchart in FIG. 7.
FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a process of lifetime estima-
tion performed by a lifetime estimation unit according
to the second embodiment.
FIG. 10 is an explanatory diagram of an overall con-
figuration of a lifetime estimation unit according to
the third embodiment.
FIG. 11 is a flowchart of a process of lifetime esti-
mation according to the third embodiment.
FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram of steps S41, S42
of the flowchart in FIG. 11.
FIG. 13 is an explanatory diagram of steps S43, S44
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of the flowchart in FIG. 11.
FIG. 14 is an overall configuration diagram showing
application to a variable-displacement type turbo-
charger equipped with variable nozzle vanes, ac-
cording to the fourth embodiment.
FIG. 15 is an overall configuration diagram showing
application to a two-stage turbocharger, according
to the fifth embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0035] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. It is intended, however, that unless particularly
specified, dimensions, materials, shapes, relative posi-
tions and the like of components described in the em-
bodiments shall be interpreted as illustrative only and not
limitative of the scope of the present invention.

(First embodiment)

[0036] FIG. 1 illustrates an overall configuration of a
turbocharger device 1 according to the first embodiment
of the present invention. The engine 3 is a diesel engine
or a gasoline engine to be mounted to a vehicle, a truck,
a bus, a ship, an industrial engine, or the like. A gasoline
engine is illustrated in the present example, the gasoline
engine including a combustion chamber 5, a piston 7, an
intake valve 9, an exhaust valve 11, and an ignition plug
13. A throttle valve 17 and an inter cooler 19 are disposed
in an intake channel 15, and a fuel injection nozzle 21 is
disposed on an intake port at a downstream side of the
throttle valve 17 with respect to a flow of intake air.
[0037] Further, the engine 3 includes an exhaust tur-
bocharger (turbocharger) 23, the turbocharger 23 includ-
ing a turbine 23a rotated by exhaust gas from the engine
3 and a compressor 23b driven to rotate by the turbine
23a to supercharge intake air to the engine 3. Air flows
into the compressor 23b via an air cleaner 25.
[0038] An exhaust channel 27 connecting the engine
3 and the turbine 23a of the turbocharger 23 branches
midway to form a branch channel 29. A waste-gate valve
31 is disposed in the branch channel 29, and the branch
channel 29 bypasses the turbine 23a to be in communi-
cation with a downstream exhaust channel.
[0039] As illustrated in FIGs. 1 and 2, the engine 3 in-
cludes an engine controller (engine ECU) 33 which con-
trols an injection timing of the fuel injection nozzle 21 and
an ignition time of the ignition plug 13, for instance, on
the basis of engine control signals including an engine
rotation speed and an engine load (accelerator signal).
[0040] Further, the turbocharger 23 is configured such
that the boost pressure of the turbocharger 23 is control-
led by controlling the operation of an actuator 31a for
opening and closing the waste-gate valve 31 in response
to signals from a turbo controller (turbo ECU) 35.
[0041] As illustrated in FIGs. 1 and 2, signals from the
various sensors are inputted to the turbo ECU 35. For

instance, the inputted signals include: a rotation speed
signal from a turbo rotation speed sensor 39 for detecting
a rotation speed of a rotation shaft 37 of the turbocharger
23; an opening-degree signal of the waste-gate valve 31;
a signal from a pressure sensor 41 for detecting a boost
pressure achieved by the compressor 23b; and a signal
from a temperature sensor 43 for detecting an exhaust-
gas temperature introduced into the turbine 23a.
[0042] Further, as illustrated in FIG. 3, the turbo ECU
35 includes a control calculation part 44 and a sensor
signal input part 45 provided separately and independ-
ently from the engine ECU 33, as well as an operational
history recording part 47 which records operational-his-
tory information of the turbocharger 23, and a lifetime
estimation unit 49 which determines whether the lifetime
of the turbocharger 23 has expired. Further, the unitized
turbo ECU 35 is mounted to a compressor housing at the
side of the compressor 23b of the turbocharger 23, as
illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0043] As described above, the turbo ECU 35 includes
the control calculation part 44 and the sensor signal input
part 45 provided separately and independently from the
engine ECU 33, as well as the operational history record-
ing part 47 which records operational-history information
of the turbocharger 23, and is mounted to the compressor
housing at the side of the compressor 23b of the turbo-
charger 23. Thus, the control calculation part 44 and the
sensor signal input part 45 are less likely to be affected
by heat of exhaust gas, and there is less influence from
heat.
[0044] Further, when the turbocharger 23 is to be re-
placed, it is possible to recover the turbo ECU 35 easily
at the same time. Accordingly, it is possible to facilitate
acquisition of the operational history information, and an-
alyze the operational information to easily determine the
cause of malfunction or the like and reflect the determi-
nation result in future development.
[0045] FIG. 2 illustrates the signal transmission be-
tween the engine ECU 33 and the turbo ECU 35. As
illustrated in FIG. 2, sensor signals such as the engine
rotation speed, the accelerator position, and the like are
inputted into the engine ECU 33, and operation control
for the engine, such as a target-boost-pressure control,
an air-fuel ratio control, a fuel-injection-amount control,
and an ignition-timing control, is performed on the basis
of the above signals.
[0046] Further, information on the state amount, such
as the engine rotation speed and the fuel injection
amount, and a target-boost-pressure control signal are
transmitted from the engine ECU 33 to the turbo ECU 35
through a communication line at a predetermined com-
munication cycle. From the turbo ECU 35, an alarm signal
or the like of a result determining that the lifetime has
expired is transmitted back to the engine ECU 33 as a
result of the lifetime estimation described below.
[0047] The control calculation part 44 of the turbo ECU
35 controls an actuator of the turbocharger 23, for exam-
ple, the actuator 31a for opening and closing the waste-
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gate valve 31, so as to achieve a target boost pressure
on the basis of the target-boost-pressure control signal
from the engine ECU 33 and various sensor signals from
the turbocharger 23.
[0048] FIG. 4 illustrates a modified example of the tur-
bo ECU 35 of FIGs. 2 and 3. The turbo ECU 51 of FIG.
4 may not include a component corresponding to the con-
trol calculation part 44 of the turbo ECU 35 of FIG. 2, and
the control signals from the engine ECU 33 may be used
to directly perform the opening-and-closing control on an
actuator of the turbocharger 23, for example, the actuator
for opening and closing the waste-gate valve 31, so as
to achieve a target boost pressure.
[0049] Next, with reference to FIGs. 5 and 6, the life-
time estimation unit 49 of the turbo ECU 35 will now be
described. FIG. 5 is a diagram based on the relationship
of the signal transmission between the engine ECU 33
and the turbo ECU 35 illustrated in FIGs. 2 and 3.
[0050] Firstly, in step S1 of FIG. 6, the turbo ECU 35
sends a control command value to the actuator of the
waste-gate valve 31 at regular intervals, at times t1, t2,
t3, and so on.
[0051] Then, in step S2, at the time of t2, the opera-
tional history recording part 47 records operational his-
tory data, such as the rotation speed, the exhaust tem-
perature, and the boost pressure, between t1 and t2. Sim-
ilarly, data between t2 and t3 is recorded at t3, and data
between t3 and t4 is recorded at t4.
[0052] Then, in step S3, lifetime is calculated on the
basis of the operational history data recorded in each
period between the regular intervals, and in step S4, the
calculated lifetime is compared with a lifetime reference
value. If the calculated lifetime is greater than the lifetime
reference value, it is determined that the lifetime has ex-
pired, and in step S5, an alarm is outputted to the engine
ECU 33.
[0053] The range A, from steps S3 to S5, of the flow-
chart in FIG. 6 is illustrated in more details in FIGs. 7 and
8. In step S21 of FIG. 7, a cumulative operation time is
calculated, the cumulative operation time corresponding
to the average rotation speed in each period between
the regular intervals, or to the maximum rotation speed
in the period. The period between the regular intervals
is defined as having the same interval as an operation
command output timing of the control amount to the ac-
tuator 31a of the waste-gate valve 31, and the rotation
speed between the intervals is detected by signals from
the turbo rotation speed sensor 39.
[0054] A cumulative-time calculation part 50 is provid-
ed, which calculates a cumulative time as a cumulative
value of the time between the regular intervals of sam-
pling. The cumulative time is as illustrated in FIG. 8, with
x-axis representing the rotation speed (N) and y-axis rep-
resenting the cumulative time with respect to an average
rotation speed or the maximum rotation speed.
[0055] Next, in step S22, with a cumulative time at
which the lifetime expires having been calculated for
each rotation speed in advance as a reference cumula-

tive time by a test or simulation calculation, it is deter-
mined whether the lifetime has expired by comparing the
reference cumulative time with an actual cumulative time
corresponding to each rotation speed calculated by the
cumulative time calculation part. For instance, a stress
amplitude may be calculated from each rotation speed
and a damage factor derived using an S-N chart may be
accumulated, thereby determining that the lifetime has
expired if the damage factor exceeds 1. An alarm may
be issued if a criteria, which is a product of the damage
factor and a safety rate, is exceeded.
[0056] Then, in step S23, an alarm is outputted if it is
determined that the lifetime has expired. As described
above, it is possible to determine the lifetime readily by
comparing the cumulative time with respect to the rota-
tion speed with the preset reference cumulative time.
[0057] Further, by informing the expiration of the life-
time, replacement of the turbocharger is prompted. Thus,
the cost can be reduced as compared to a high-spec
turbocharger which is not designed to be replaceable.

(Second embodiment)

[0058] Next, with reference to FIG. 9, the second em-
bodiment of the lifetime estimation unit 49 of the turbo
ECU 35 will now be described.
[0059] First, in step S31, the lifetime estimation unit 53
of the second embodiment calculates a surge margin on
the basis of the average boost pressure or the maximum
boost pressure in the period between the regular inter-
vals. A turbocharger deteriorates in performance with the
operating time, and an actual allowance (surge margin)
of a supply-air pressure with respect to a surge pressure
at which surging occurs determined on the basis of the
performance characteristics of an unused compressor
decreases as compared to that in an unused state.
[0060] Thus, the surge margin is calculated and the
lifetime is determined using the value of the surge margin
as an index. Specifically, the surge margin is calculated
as a difference between the surge pressure and the ac-
tual boost pressure with respect to the actual boost pres-
sure.
[0061] Next, in step S32, the calculated surge margin
is compared to a preset reference surge margin, and it
is determined whether the difference is not greater than
a tolerance. If the difference is not greater than the tol-
erance, it is determined that deterioration has pro-
gressed. Then, in step S33, the same determination is
performed again, and it is determined whether the surge
margin is not greater than a reference surge margin in
two successive periods of regular intervals. If the same
determination is obtained successively, the process pro-
ceeds to step S40, and an alarm is outputted.
[0062] Further, similar determination is performed on
a rotation-speed margin in steps S34 to S36. First, in step
S34, the rotation-speed margin is calculated on the basis
of the average rotation speed or the maximum rotation
speed in the period between regular intervals.
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[0063] Similarly to the above surge margin, the turbo-
charger deteriorates in performance with the operating
time, and in particular, the characteristic performance of
the waste-gate valve and the variable nozzle mechanism,
in the case of a variable-displacement type turbocharger,
may decrease, thus resulting in insufficient control on the
amount of exhaust gas flowing into the turbine and over
rotation. Thus, the rotation-speed margin, which is a mar-
gin of the actual rotation speed with respect to a tolerance
over rotation, is calculated and the lifetime is determined
using the value of the rotation margin as an index.
[0064] Specifically, the rotation-speed margin is calcu-
lated as a difference between the tolerance rotation
speed and the actual rotation speed with respect to the
actual rotation speed.
[0065] Next, in step S35, the calculated rotation-speed
margin is compared to a preset reference surge margin,
and it is determined whether the difference is not greater
than a tolerance. If the difference is not greater than the
tolerance, it is determined that deterioration has pro-
gressed. Then, in step S36, the same determination is
performed again, and it is determined whether the rota-
tion-speed margin is not greater than a reference rota-
tion-speed margin in two successive periods at regular
intervals. If the same determination is obtained succes-
sively, the process proceeds to step S40, and an alarm
is outputted.
[0066] Further, similar determination is performed on
an exhaust-temperature margin in steps S37 to S39.
First, in step S37, an exhaust-temperature margin is cal-
culated on the basis of the average exhaust temperature
or the maximum exhaust temperature in the period be-
tween regular intervals.
[0067] Similarly to the above surge margin and the ro-
tation-speed margin, the turbocharger deteriorates in
performance with the operating time, and in particular,
the characteristic performance of the waste-gate valve
and the variable nozzle mechanism, in the case of a var-
iable-displacement type turbocharger, may decrease,
thereby resulting in insufficient control on the amount of
exhaust gas flowing into the turbine to bring about over
rotation, which may lead to an abnormal increase in the
exhaust temperature. Thus, the exhaust-temperature
margin, which is a margin of the actual exhaust temper-
ature with respect to a tolerance exhaust temperature,
is calculated and the lifetime is determined using the val-
ue of the exhaust-temperature margin as an index.
[0068] Specifically, the exhaust-temperature margin is
calculated as a difference between the tolerance exhaust
temperature and the actual exhaust-temperature with re-
spect to the actual exhaust temperature.
[0069] Next, in step S38, the calculated exhaust-tem-
perature margin is compared to a preset reference ex-
haust-temperature margin, and it is determined whether
the difference is not greater than a tolerance. If the dif-
ference is not greater than the tolerance, it is determined
that deterioration has progressed. Then, in step S39, the
same determination is performed again, and it is deter-

mined whether the exhaust-temperature margin is not
greater than a reference exhaust-temperature margin in
two successive periods at regular intervals. If the same
determination is obtained successively, the process pro-
ceeds to step S40, and an alarm is outputted.
[0070] As described above, if at least one of the surge
margin, the rotation-speed margin, or the exhaust-tem-
perature margin becomes not greater than a tolerance
successively, it is determined that the turbocharger 23
has reached the end of its lifetime. Thus, it is possible to
determine the deteriorated state and also the lifetime ac-
curately. The above three margin determinations may be
performed in combination, in case of which the accuracy
of the lifetime determination can be improved even fur-
ther.
[0071] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the lifetime estimation
unit 53 includes a surge-margin calculation part (95), a
lifetime determination part (96) which determines the life-
time by comparing the surge margin with a preset refer-
ence surge margin, a rotation-speed margin calculation
part (97), a lifetime determination part (98) which deter-
mines the lifetime by comparing the rotation-speed mar-
gin with a preset reference rotation-speed margin, an ex-
haust-temperature margin calculation part (99) which
calculates the exhaust-temperature margin, and a life-
time determination part (100) which determines the life-
time by comparing the exhaust-temperature margin with
a preset reference exhaust-temperature margin.

(Third embodiment)

[0072] Next, with reference to FIGs. 10 to 13, the third
embodiment of the lifetime estimation unit 49 of the turbo
ECU 35 will be described.
[0073] In the third embodiment, the determination of
the lifetime estimation unit 54 is not based on the boost
pressure, the rotation speed, the exhaust temperature,
or the like in a period between regular intervals, unlike
the first and second embodiments, but on information on
occurrence number of an extreme value of the rotation-
speed fluctuation of the turbocharger 23 and the corre-
sponding rotation speed, the information being recorded
throughout the entire operating period.
[0074] As illustrated in FIG. 10, the lifetime estimation
unit 54 includes a rotation-speed extreme-value deter-
mination part 55 which determines the extreme value of
the rotation speed, a stress calculation part 56 which cal-
culates a stress amplitude from the rotation speed of the
rotation-speed extreme value, a repetition-number cal-
culation part 57 which calculates a repetition number on
the basis of an S-N chart of fatigue strength of blades of
an impeller of the compressor 23b or the turbine 23a from
the stress amplitude, a damage-factor calculation part
58 which calculates a damage factor from the rotation
speed of the rotation-speed extreme value, a damage-
factor accumulation part 59 which calculates a damage-
factor cumulative value which cumulates the damage fac-
tor as many times as the repetitive number, and a lifetime
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determination part 60 which determines the lifetime by
comparing the damage-factor cumulative value calculat-
ed by the damage-factor accumulation part 59 with a pre-
set damage-factor reference cumulative value.
[0075] In the flowchart of FIG. 11, firstly in step S41,
the rotation speed is obtained in a sampling cycle which
is shorter than the occurrence cycle of the extreme value
of the rotation speed of the turbocharger 23. In step S42,
the rotation-speed extreme-value determination part 55
calculates and records the rotation-speed extreme val-
ues (Ni, Ni+1, Ni+2...). The other rotation numbers are de-
leted. The steps S41, 42 are illustrated in FIG. 12.
[0076] Next, in step S43, the stress amplitude is cal-
culated from the rotation speed N. At this time, the stress
amplitude Δσ is calculated using a relationship of Δσ ∞
Ni

2-Ni+1
2. In a more complicated operation mode, the

Rain-flow method may be used, for instance, to calculate
the stress amplitude Δσ.
[0077] In step S44, a S-N chart on the fatigue strength
is used to calculate the repetition number n from the S-
N chart. The steps S43, 44 are illustrated in FIG. 13.
[0078] Further, the stress amplitude is calculated by
the stress calculation part 56, and the repetition number
is calculated by the repetition-number calculation part 57
on the basis of the S-N chart.
[0079] Next, the damage factor is calculated in step
S45, and accumulated in step S46. The damage factor
is defined by an expression of ΔDfi = 1/Ni, and the dam-
age factor cumulative Df is calculated by an expression
of Df = ΔDfi + ADfi+1 + ADfi+2 + ...ΔDfn.
[0080] Next, in step S47, the damage-factor cumula-
tive value and the preset damage-factor reference cu-
mulative value (1 x safety rate) are compared to each
other to determine the lifetime. Specifically, a comparison
expression of Df < (1 x safety rate) is used in determina-
tion. Further, the lifetime is determined on the basis of
this relational expression.
[0081] In step S47, if the damage-factor cumulative
value is less than a damage-factor reference cumulative
value, the process returns to step S42 and repeats from
calculation of the extreme value. If the damage factor-
cumulative value is not less than the damage-factor ref-
erence cumulative value, the process proceeds to step
S48 and an alarm is outputted.
[0082] As described above, in the third embodiment,
the lifetime estimation unit 54 specifically includes the
rotation-speed extreme value determination part 55, the
stress-calculation part 56, the repetition-number calcu-
lation part 57, the damage-factor calculation part 58, the
damage-factor accumulation part 59, and the lifetime de-
termination part 60 to estimate a lifetime on the basis of
a rotation speed which has rotation-speed extreme val-
ues in the rotation fluctuation and the occurrence number
of the rotation extreme values. As a result, it is possible
to determine the lifetime accurately on the basis of the
fatigue strength of the blades of the impeller of the com-
pressor 23b or the turbine 23a of the turbocharger 23.
[0083] In step S44, to calculate the repetition number

n using the S-N chart related to the fatigue strength, two
S-N charts may be provided, one for the blade material
of the compressor 23b and another for the blade material
of the turbine 23a, and the lifetime may be predicted using
both of the two S-N charts, and the lifetime estimation
may be performed on both of the compressor 23b and
the turbine 23a. In this case, the lifetime is predicted for
both of the compressor 23b and the turbine 23a, which
makes it possible to improve the accuracy even further.
Moreover, if the weaker one is known from the design in
advance, only the weaker one may be monitored for the
determination. In this case, accurate determination can
be performed efficiently.

(Fourth embodiment)

[0084] Next, with reference to FIG. 14, the fourth em-
bodiment will be described. The fourth embodiment is
different from the first embodiment in that the turbocharg-
er 23 is a variable-displacement type turbocharger 61
instead of one having the waste-gate valve 31, and the
other configuration is similar to that of the first embodi-
ment. Thus, the same component is indicated by the
same reference numeral and not described in detail.
[0085] As illustrated in FIG. 14, the variable-displace-
ment type turbocharger 61 is a turbocharger with a var-
iable nozzle mechanism 63 arranged in the circumferen-
tial direction on the outer peripheral side of rotor blades,
the variable nozzle mechanism 63 being configured to
adjust the flow rate of exhaust gas to be introduced into
a turbine 61a rotated by exhaust gas from the engine 3.
[0086] Thus, similarly to the first embodiment, signals
from various sensors are inputted into the sensor signal
input part of the turbo ECU 35. The control calculation
part 44 of the turbo ECU 35 controls an actuator 63a for
opening and closing guide vanes of the variable nozzle
mechanism 63 so as to achieve the target boost pressure
on the basis of the target-boost-pressure control signal
from the engine ECU 33 and various sensor signals from
the variable-displacement type turbocharger 61.
[0087] The variable nozzle mechanism 63 is disposed
in the casing of the variable-displacement type turbo-
charger 61. Thus, in the present embodiment, it is not
necessary to provide a bypass channel which is required
in the first embodiment in which the waste-gate valve 31
is provided. As a result, it is possible to simplify the tur-
bocharger device.
[0088] For the rest, regarding to the process of lifetime
determination, the first to third embodiments are applied
and the present embodiment has the same functional
effects as the first embodiment.
[0089] Further, whereas the actuator 63a for opening
and closing the variable nozzle mechanism 63 is control-
led in the above description instead of controlling the ac-
tuator 31a of the waste-gate valve 31, it will be under-
stood that the turbocharger device may include both of
the waste-gate valve 31 and the variable-displacement
type turbocharger 61 and perform both controls individ-
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ually.

(Fifth embodiment)

[0090] Next, with reference to FIG. 15, the fifth embod-
iment will be described. The fifth embodiment is different
from the first embodiment in that the turbocharger is a
two-stage turbocharger including the first (low-pressure
stage) turbocharger 71 and the second (high-pressure
stage) turbocharger 73, and the other configuration is
similar to that of the first embodiment. Thus, the same
component is indicated by the same reference numeral
and not described in detail.
[0091] As illustrated in FIG. 15, the first (low-pressure
stage) turbocharger 71 and the second (high-pressure
stage) turbocharger 73 are disposed in this order in series
from an intake upstream side.
[0092] At the intake side, air from an air cleaner 25
flows through the first compressor 71b to be introduced
into the second compressor 73b at the downstream side
of the first compressor 71b and an inter cooler 19 is dis-
posed on the downstream side of the second compressor
73b. At the exhaust side, the second (high-pressure
stage) turbine 73a is driven by exhaust-gas energy from
the engine 3, and the exhaust gas flows downstream to
drive the first (low-pressure stage) turbine 71a.
[0093] The first waste-gate valve 75a is disposed in
the first bypass channel 75 bypassing the first turbine
71a, and the second waste-gate valve 77a is disposed
in the second bypass channel 77 bypassing the second
turbine 73a.
[0094] In the present embodiment, the first turbocharg-
er 71 and the second turbocharger 73 are disposed in
series in two stages, unlike the single stage turbocharger
23 in the first embodiment. Thus, it is possible to increase
the boost pressure quickly and to improve the applica-
bility of the present embodiment.
[0095] Signals of the pressure sensors 41, 81, the tem-
perature sensors 43, 79, and the turbo rotation-speed
sensors 39, 83, are inputted to the first turbocharger 71
and the second turbocharger 73 of the turbo ECU 35,
respectively, and the lifetime determination is performed
on the first turbocharger 71 and the second turbocharger
73. Regarding the process of lifetime determination, the
first to third embodiments are applied and the present
embodiment has the same functional effects as the first
to third embodiments.

Industrial Applicability

[0096] According to the present invention, it is possible
to estimate a lifetime of a turbocharger accurately, and
if the lifetime expires, the turbocharger can be replaced
along with a turbo controller (turbo ECU) having recorded
data of the operational history of the turbocharger, which
makes it possible to facilitate acquisition of the opera-
tional history information of the turbocharger and reduce
the initial costs of the turbocharger. Thus, the present

invention can be suitably applied to a turbocharger of a
vehicle, a ship, and a fixed engine.

Description of Reference Numeral

[0097]

1 Turbocharger device
3 Engine
23 Turbocharger
23a Turbine
23b Compressor
31 Waste-gate valve
31a Actuator
33 Engine ECU (Engine controller)
35, 51 Turbo ECU (Turbo controller)
39, 83 Turbo rotation speed-sensor
41, 81 Pressure sensor
43, 79 Temperature sensor
44 Control calculation part
45 Sensor signal input part
47 Operational history recording part
49, 53, 54 Lifetime estimation unit
50 Cumulative-time calculation part
55 Rotation-speed extreme value determina-

tion part
56 Stress-calculation part
57 Repetition-number calculation part
58 Damage-factor calculation part
59 Damage-factor accumulation part
60, 90 Lifetime determination part
63 Variable nozzle mechanism
63a Actuator
71 First turbocharger
73 Second turbocharger

Claims

1. A turbocharger device, comprising:

a turbocharger including a turbine rotated by ex-
haust gas from an engine and a compressor
driven to rotate by the turbine to supercharge
intake air to the engine; and
a turbo controller configured to control a waste-
gate valve or a variable-displacement mecha-
nism of an exhaust-gas amount supplied to the
turbine to control a boost pressure of the turbo-
charger, the turbo controller including a control
calculation part and a sensor signal input part
provided separately and independently from an
engine controller for controlling operation of the
engine and being mounted to a compressor
housing at a side of the compressor of the tur-
bocharger.

2. The turbocharger device according to claim 1,
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wherein the turbo controller comprises an operation-
al history recording part configured to record opera-
tional history information of the turbocharger, and a
lifetime estimation unit configured to estimate a life-
time of the turbocharger on the basis of the opera-
tional history information including at least one of a
rotation speed of a rotation shaft of the turbocharger,
a boost pressure of the compressor, or a tempera-
ture of exhaust gas flowing into the turbine, inputted
from the sensor signal input part and recorded by
the operational history recording part.

3. The turbocharger according to claim 2,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises a cu-
mulative-time calculation part configured to calculate
a cumulative time of each rotation speed on the basis
of an average rotation speed or a maximum rotation
speed of the rotation shaft of the turbocharger in a
periodic interval, and a lifetime determination part
configured to determine the lifetime by comparing
the cumulative time with a preset reference cumula-
tive time.

4. The turbocharger device according to claim 2,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises:

a surge-margin calculation part configured to
calculate a surge margin on the basis of the
boost pressure of the compressor, the surge
margin representing a margin of the boost pres-
sure with respect to occurrence of surging of the
compressor; and
a lifetime determination part configured to de-
termine the lifetime by comparing the surge mar-
gin with a preset reference surge margin.

5. The turbocharger device according to claim 2,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises:

a rotation-speed margin calculation part config-
ured to calculate a rotation-speed margin on the
basis of the rotation speed of the rotation shaft
of the turbocharger, the rotation-speed margin
representing a margin with respect to a toler-
ance rotation speed at which over rotation oc-
curs; and
a lifetime determination part configured to de-
termine the lifetime by comparing the rotation-
speed margin with a preset reference rotation-
speed margin.

6. The turbocharger device according to claim 2,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises:

an exhaust-temperature margin calculation part
configured to calculate an exhaust-temperature
margin on the basis of the temperature of the
exhaust gas flowing into the turbine, the ex-

haust-temperature margin representing a mar-
gin with respect to a tolerance exhaust temper-
ature at which over heating occurs; and
a lifetime determination part configured to de-
termine the lifetime by comparing the exhaust-
temperature margin with a preset reference ex-
haust-temperature margin.

7. The turbocharger according to claim 2,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises a life-
time determination part configured to determine the
lifetime on the basis of a rotation speed which has a
rotation-speed extreme value in a rotation-speed
fluctuation of the turbocharger and an occurrence
number of the rotation-speed extreme value.

8. The turbocharger according to claim 7,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises a ro-
tation-speed extreme-value determination part con-
figured to determine the rotation-speed extreme val-
ue, a stress calculation part configured to calculate
a stress amplitude from the rotation speed of the
rotation-speed extreme value, a repetition-number
calculation part configured to calculate a repetition
number on the basis of an S-N chart of fatigue
strength of blades of an impeller of the compressor
or the turbine from the stress amplitude, a damage-
factor calculation part configured to calculate a dam-
age factor from the rotation speed of the rotation-
speed extreme value, and a damage-factor accumu-
lation part configured to accumulate the damage fac-
tor as many time as the repetition number to calculate
a damage-factor cumulative value, and
wherein the lifetime determination part is configured
to determine the lifetime by comparing the damage-
factor cumulative value calculated by the damage-
factor accumulation part with a preset damage-factor
reference cumulative value.

Amended claims under Art. 19.1 PCT

1. A turbocharger device, comprising:

a turbocharger including a turbine rotated by ex-
haust gas from an engine and a compressor
driven to rotate by the turbine to supercharge
intake air to the engine; and
a turbo controller configured to control a waste-
gate valve or a variable-displacement mecha-
nism of an exhaust-gas amount supplied to the
turbine to control a boost pressure of the turbo-
charger, the turbo controller including a control
calculation part and a sensor signal input part
provided separately and independently from an
engine controller for controlling operation of the
engine and being mounted to a compressor
housing at a side of the compressor of the tur-
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bocharger,
the turbo controller comprising an operational
history recording part configured to record op-
erational history information of the turbocharger,
and a lifetime estimation unit configured to esti-
mate a lifetime of the turbocharger on the basis
of the operational history information including
at least one of a rotation speed of a rotation shaft
of the turbocharger, a boost pressure of the com-
pressor, or a temperature of exhaust gas flowing
into the turbine, inputted from the sensor signal
input part and recorded by the operational his-
tory recording part.

3. The turbocharger according to claim 1, wherein
the lifetime estimation unit comprises a cumulative-
time calculation part configured to calculate a cumu-
lative time of each rotation speed on the basis of an
average rotation speed or a maximum rotation speed
of the rotation shaft of the turbocharger in a periodic
interval, and a lifetime determination part configured
to determine the lifetime by comparing the cumula-
tive time with a preset reference cumulative time.

4. The turbocharger device according to claim 1,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises:

a surge-margin calculation part configured to
calculate a surge margin on the basis of the
boost pressure of the compressor, the surge
margin representing a margin of the boost pres-
sure with respect to occurrence of surging of the
compressor; and
a lifetime determination part configured to de-
termine the lifetime by comparing the surge mar-
gin with a preset reference surge margin.

5. The turbocharger device according to claim 1,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises:

a rotation-speed margin calculation part config-
ured to calculate a rotation-speed margin on the
basis of the rotation speed of the rotation shaft
of the turbocharger, the rotation-speed margin
representing a margin with respect to a toler-
ance rotation speed at which over rotation oc-
curs; and
a lifetime determination part configured to de-
termine the lifetime by comparing the rotation-
speed margin with a preset reference rotation-
speed margin.

6. The turbocharger device according to claim 1,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises:

an exhaust-temperature margin calculation part
configured to calculate an exhaust-temperature
margin on the basis of the temperature of the

exhaust gas flowing into the turbine, the ex-
haust-temperature margin representing a mar-
gin with respect to a tolerance exhaust temper-
ature at which over heating occurs; and
a lifetime determination part configured to de-
termine the lifetime by comparing the exhaust-
temperature margin with a preset reference ex-
haust-temperature margin.

7. The turbocharger according to claim 1,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises a life-
time determination part configured to determine the
lifetime on the basis of a rotation speed which has a
rotation-speed extreme value in a rotation-speed
fluctuation of the turbocharger and an occurrence
number of the rotation-speed extreme value.

8. The turbocharger according to claim 7,
wherein the lifetime estimation unit comprises a ro-
tation-speed extreme-value determination part con-
figured to determine the rotation-speed extreme val-
ue, a stress calculation part configured to calculate
a stress amplitude from the rotation speed of the
rotation-speed extreme value, a repetition-number
calculation part configured to calculate a repetition
number on the basis of an S-N chart of fatigue
strength of blades of an impeller of the compressor
or the turbine from the stress amplitude, a damage-
factor calculation part configured to calculate a dam-
age factor from the rotation speed of the rotation-
speed extreme value, and a damage-factor accumu-
lation part configured to accumulate the damage fac-
tor as many time as the repetition number to calculate
a damage-factor cumulative value, and
wherein the lifetime determination part is configured
to determine the lifetime by comparing the damage-
factor cumulative value calculated by the damage-
factor accumulation part with a preset damage-factor
reference cumulative value.
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