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Description

[0001] The present invention is directed to a data
processing method for use in computer-assisted surgery,
in particular image-guided surgery, more specifically for
controlling (in particular changing) the control flow of the
data processing method, in particular a navigation meth-
od. As part of the invention, a program and a navigation
system which is configured to execute the data process-
ing method in accordance with the invention are also dis-
closed. The expression "controlling the control flow" is
also abbreviated here to "flow control".
[0002] Flow control in image-guided surgery and/or
surgical navigation methods is currently performed using
a touch screen which is typically operated by the surgeon
or the surgeon’s assistants. The touch screen is normally
provided with a panel comprising workflow control fields.
These can for example be used to enter or activate a part
of the navigation method, for example to zoom-in the
visual display to an anatomical region which is of interest
to the surgeon. A number of problems arise within this
context. Firstly, the touch screen panel may not be ster-
ilised; secondly, the surgeon’s attention is turned away
from the patient and/or the operation field when using
the touch screen.
[0003] EP 1 510 181 discloses detecting a rotation of
a pointer instrument around its longitudinal axis in order
to interactively control a navigation station. Reference is
also made to DE 196 39 615, EP 1 615 109 and US
2008/309632.
[0004] US 2008/0154125 A1 discloses a marker nav-
igation system comprising a data processing device
which is configured to calculate locations of at least two
reference devices based on detected signals, deter-
mined changes in the location of the at least two refer-
ence devices based on the calculated locations and
check, based on the determined changes, whether the
change is in the locations of the at least two reference
devices can be described by at least one checking trans-
formation. Furthermore, display signals are determined
for displaying the locations of the at least two reference
devices or objects attached to the at least two reference
devices as a function of the checking result.
[0005] US 2008/007158 A1 discloses a method for dis-
playing patient information during a surgical procedure
which comprises tracking a surgical tool during the sur-
gical procedure to obtain data regarding the position and
orientation of the surgical tool relative to the patient. In
response to the data obtained during the tracking, the
display of the three-dimensional representation is varied
during the surgical procedure.
[0006] US 6,322,567 B1 discloses a method of tracking
bone motion, wherein the bone motion is detected by
observing apparent deviations in the relative spacing
among various marker pins. If bone motion is detected
which is greater than a pre-set threshold of movement,
a searchable robotic arm will immediately cease opera-
tion.

[0007] One problem to be solved by the invention is to
make flow control in image-guided surgery more reliable
and in particular less distracting for the user.
[0008] This problem is solved by the subject-matter of
the independent claims, wherein the dependent claims
disclose preferred embodiments of the invention. Fea-
tures from different embodiments can be combined with
each other.
[0009] The method according to the invention can be
used in image-guided surgery, in particular computer-
assisted surgery and/or surgical navigation. The method
can be implemented by a navigation system for use in
computer-assisted surgery, in particular image-guided
surgery.
[0010] The method in accordance with the invention is
preferably embodied by a data processing method, more
preferably a data processing method for use in computer-
assisted surgery, in particular a navigation method.
[0011] The method in accordance with the invention
can even more preferably also be embodied by a method
for processing technical data, more specifically a method
for controlling a navigation system.
[0012] Marker data are provided in accordance with
the method of the invention. The marker data describe
the spatial arrangement of at least one marker device
and/or a change in the relative spatial arrangement of at
least two marker devices (for instance, in a reference
system). In particular, the marker data describe the spa-
tial arrangement of at least one marker device in a ref-
erence system of the data processing method, which is
for instance the reference system of the navigation sys-
tem. In particular, the marker data describe the relative
spatial arrangement of at least two marker devices. The
marker data can be time-dependent and describe a cur-
rent status of the relative spatial arrangement and/or
change in the relative spatial arrangement of the at least
two marker devices. The marker data can be generated
by detecting the marker devices, as explained below. The
spatial arrangement of at least one marker device is in
particular described by the position of the marker device
(in particular in the reference system). Alternatively or
additionally, the spatial arrangement of the at least one
marker device can be described by the presence or ab-
sence of the at least one marker device in a region (see
"region state" below). A variety of regions can be defined
within the reference system. In particular, it is possible
to determine the absence or presence of a marker device
in any of these regions on the basis of the position of the
marker device (as described by the marker data).
[0013] In accordance with method of the invention,
condition data are preferably provided. The condition da-
ta comprise conditions for a spatial arrangement of at
least one marker device and/or a change in a relative
spatial arrangement of at least two marker devices. In
particular, the condition data comprise a condition for the
relative spatial arrangement of at least two marker de-
vices. An example of this condition for a spatial arrange-
ment of a marker is in particular a condition for a position
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of the marker device. In particular, a condition for a so-
called region state is the presence or absence of a marker
device (in particular a single marker) in a particular region
and/or the presence or absence of a plurality of marker
devices (in particular single markers) in a plurality of re-
gions according to a predefined pattern. Said region or
regions is/are in particular defined in a reference system,
as mentioned above. Thus, according to one step of the
method in accordance with the invention, condition data
which in particular represent a condition for a relative
spatial arrangement of a set of marker devices, in par-
ticular at least two marker devices (for example, a first
marker device and a second marker device) are provid-
ed. Alternatively or additionally, the condition data rep-
resent a condition for a change in the relative spatial ar-
rangement of the at least two marker devices. Within the
context of this invention, a condition "for" something pref-
erably means a condition which is to be met by some-
thing. If, for example, a condition is said to be "for" certain
data or a certain physical variable, the method in accord-
ance with the invention preferably comprises a step of
evaluating the respective data of said physical variable
with regard to whether they fulfil the aforesaid condition.
The condition or conditions for a relative spatial arrange-
ment of the marker devices and/or changes in it is/are
preferably described by pattern data. The pattern data
represent a pattern which can be derived from the posi-
tions (in particular, relative positions) of the marker de-
vices.
[0014] As mentioned above, marker data and condition
data are preferably provided in accordance with the in-
vention. The control flow of the data processing method
is preferably controlled on the basis of these data. This
control is preferably based on a comparison of the marker
data and the condition data. In particular, the marker data
are checked to see if they describe a relative spatial ar-
rangement and/or change in the relative spatial arrange-
ment of the marker devices which fulfils the condition
described by the condition data. This check is preferably
made by comparing the marker data and the condition
data. A determination is made on the basis of the com-
parison as to whether or not the condition described by
the condition data is met by the relative spatial arrange-
ment and/or the change in the relative spatial arrange-
ment of the at least two marker devices, as described by
the marker data. If the condition is met, the control flow
is controlled, in particular changed, in particular using a
control flow statement which is predefined for the sce-
nario in which the condition is fulfilled.
[0015] The control flow of the data processing method
is in particular controlled as described above by means
of a control flow statement. This control flow statement
can for example have any of the following different ef-
fects: continuing the control flow at a different statement;
executing a set of statements only if a certain condition
is met; executing a set of statements zero or more times
until a condition is met; executing a set of remote state-
ments, after which the control flow usually returns; and

stopping the program, in particular preventing any further
execution.
[0016] A (stored) assignment (link) between the con-
dition data and the type of change in the control flow (in
particular, a control flow statement) is preferably provid-
ed. Preferably, different conditions of a plurality of con-
ditions are respectively assigned to different control flow
statements of a plurality of control flow statements. The
assignment can for example be injective or bijective, i.e.
particular conditions are preferably linked to particular
control flow statements. Thus, the control flow statement
is executed if the assigned condition is fulfilled. A control
flow statement is in particular selected from a plurality of
control flow statements depending on the fulfilled condi-
tion and based on the assignment. The assignment can
be implemented by a look-up table. Thus, the step of
"controlling the control flow" in particular comprises the
step of determining a control flow statement (in particular,
selecting a control flow statement from a plurality of con-
trol flow statements). An additional link to the control flow
history is preferably also provided, i.e. only if there has
been a particular control flow history, in particular only if
one or more predetermined control flow statements have
been previously executed, is a particular control flow
statement executed (providing any other conditions de-
fined by the condition data are also fulfilled). As will be
discussed below, the condition described by the condi-
tion data can relate to the current situation described by
the marker data and/or can also relate to a previous sit-
uation, as also described by the marker data and/or by
a control flow statement or a plurality (in particular, a se-
quence) of control flow statements which is/are to have
been previously executed. Thus, for instance, only if a
particular trajectory of marker devices and/or a particular
sequence of control flow statements has previously ex-
isted, is a particular predefined control flow statement.
Preferably, the link between the condition and a particular
control flow statement which is executed if the condition
is fulfilled is stored in a database, in particular a database
of the navigation system. The link can in particular be
stored in the form of a look-up table. In accordance with
another embodiment, the condition for the control flow
history is included in the condition data.
[0017] The condition for a change in the relative spatial
arrangement is preferably such that it can only be met
by a movement which includes a movement of all the
extreme parts of at least one of the at least two marker
devices. In particular, the condition is specified by defin-
ing such a movement, in particular the movement of the
extreme parts. In particular, the condition is such that it
can only be met by a movement which includes a trans-
lational relative movement of the at least two marker de-
vices or by a translational movement of at least one of
the at least two marker devices. In particular, the condi-
tion is specified by defining such a movement, in partic-
ular the translational movement. A translational move-
ment of a marker device in particular includes a move-
ment of all the parts (points) of a marker device. In par-
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ticular, all the lines joining the initial and final parts (points)
of the marker device are a set of parallel lines. The con-
ditions disclosed herein and for example mentioned
above preferably describe conditions for the spatial ar-
rangement of the marker devices which can be unam-
biguously detected by any marker detection devices. In
particular, the spatial arrangement can reflect the present
situation in an operating theatre. This situation can in
particular be unambiguously reflected by distances
and/or changes in distance between the marker devices
and/or by the presence or absence of a marker device.
Thus, in accordance with the present invention, it is pos-
sible to control the flow control in accordance with con-
ditions which reflect situations or a history of situations.
The invention thus enables an intelligent situation-de-
pendent flow control which makes flow control more re-
liable and less distracting. If the conditions imply or in-
clude a movement along a path or a distance between
two subsequent positions of a marker device, then the
path length or distance is in particular longer than a min-
imum length such as for example 0.5 cm, 1 cm, 2 cm, 5
cm or 10 cm. In particular, the condition defines such a
minimum length. The conditions are in particular such
that the path of movement of all the extreme parts of a
marker device and/or the path of the translational move-
ment of a marker device have a length which is longer
than a minimum length such as for example 0.5 cm, 1
cm, 2 cm, 5 cm or 10 cm. This can advantageously in-
crease the extent to which the conditions can be unam-
biguously detected.
[0018] The marker devices can in particular be dis-
placed with respect to each other. In particular their rel-
ative spatial arrangement, in particular their relative po-
sition, can change. The condition data preferably de-
scribe a condition for such a change, while the change
is preferably described by the marker data. The marker
devices are in particular not (mechanically) fixed to each
other. Their spatial relationship is in particular not prede-
termined and is not fixed. The relative spatial arrange-
ment of the marker devices in particular denotes a spatial
relationship of the marker devices relative to one another.
The relative spatial arrangement thus comprises the po-
sition of the marker devices relative to one another (their
relative position) and advantageously also their orienta-
tion relative to one another (their relative orientation). The
relative position is advantageously characterised by the
distance between the marker devices and preferably also
by directional information, in particular a vectorial repre-
sentation of the distance. Preferably, the relative orien-
tation is described in particular by the positions of at least
two points of one marker device relative to the positions
of at least two points on another marker device (the rel-
ative position of each point being described with regard
to at least one other point) and advantageously by a cer-
tain directional relationship of the vectors describing the
relative positions of the points. The spatial positions (and
in particular orientations) of the marker devices can in
particular be individually detected and identified as being

different (by a navigation system). In particular, the con-
dition data include pattern data which comprise informa-
tion describing a relative spatial arrangement and/or a
change in the relative spatial arrangement of the at least
two marker devices, i.e. a change in the position (in par-
ticular the distance and/or orientation) of the at least two
marker devices relative to one another. The marker de-
vice is in particular an (asymmetrical) rigid body. The
change in position of the marker devices can in particular
be specified (or needs to be specified) by six degrees of
freedom. Where "at least one marker device" is men-
tioned here, this is of course also intended to encompass
the meaning of "at least two marker devices". Where "at
least two marker devices" is mentioned here, this is of
course also intended to encompass the meaning of "at
least three marker devices".
[0019] Where data are "provided", this means that they
are ready for use by the method in accordance with the
invention. The data can for instance achieve this state of
being "provided" by being inputted (for example via in-
terfaces). The data can also achieve this state by being
stored in a memory (for example a ROM, CD and/or hard
disc) and thus ready for use within the framework of the
method in accordance with the invention. The data are
preferably generated before being provided, for instance
by being detected or captured (for example by an analysis
apparatus and/or a camera system), or the data can be
provided by being determined in a previous step.
[0020] It is the function of a marker device to be de-
tected by a marker detection device (for example, a cam-
era or an ultrasound receiver), such that its spatial ar-
rangement (i.e. its spatial position and/or orientation) can
be ascertained and corresponding marker data generat-
ed. In particular, the marker data are generated based
on the detection, in particular generated from electric sig-
nals generated due to the detection of marker devices.
The detection device is in particular part of a navigation
system. A marker device comprises or consists of at least
one marker. The marker devices can comprise or consist
of active markers. An active marker can for example emit
electromagnetic radiation and/or waves, wherein said ra-
diation can be in the infrared, visible and/or ultraviolet
spectral range. The marker device can also however
comprise or consist of passive markers which can for
example reflect electromagnetic radiation in the infrared,
visible and/or ultraviolet spectral range. To this end, the
markers can be provided with a surface which has cor-
responding reflective properties. It is also possible for a
marker to reflect and/or emit electromagnetic radiation
and/or waves in the radio frequency range or at ultra-
sound wavelengths. A marker preferably has a spherical
and/or spheroid shape and can therefore be referred to
as a marker sphere; markers can also, however, exhibit
a cornered - for example, cubic - shape.
[0021] A marker device can for example be a reference
star or a pointer or a set of one or more (individual) mark-
ers in a predetermined spatial relationship. A marker de-
vice comprises one, two, three or more markers (in par-
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ticular, a plurality of markers) in a predetermined spatial
relationship. This predetermined spatial relationship is in
particular known to a navigation system and for example
stored in a computer of the navigation system.
[0022] The relative positions of a first marker device
relative to a second marker device are preferably de-
scribed by the marker data and can change. This change
is also preferably described by the marker data. The
marker devices can in particular be fixed to different phys-
ical structures (such as instruments or implants or parts
of a body) which can be individually moved. This can
result in a change in position. The aforementioned con-
ditions in particular specify such changes.
[0023] In accordance with the invention, a change in
the relative spatial arrangement can in particular be due
to a movement of extreme parts of at least one of the at
least two marker devices. The aforementioned condi-
tions in particular specify such a change. Such a move-
ment preferably involves all the extreme parts of said
marker device. The conditions in particular specify such
a movement. The movement of the extreme parts is in
particular a movement of a marker device relative to an-
other marker device. The conditions in particular specify
such a movement. An extreme part of a marker device
is in particular understood to be a part of the marker de-
vice which is not located at or near the centre - in partic-
ular the centre of gravity and/or the geometric centre - of
the marker device. The extreme parts for example com-
prise end parts and/or outer (i.e. peripheral) parts of the
marker device. In accordance with the invention, the con-
ditions for a movement of the respective marker device
(i.e. the change in relative spatial arrangement between
the marker devices) comprises for example a condition
for a translational movement of the at least one of the at
least two marker devices relative to another of the at least
two marker devices. However, a rotating movement (i.e.
a rotation) of a marker device, in particular around a ro-
tational axis which is outside of a longitudinal extension
of the marker device (and advantageously intersects the
longitudinal extension, preferably at an angle of 90 de-
grees, and is preferably not parallel to the longitudinal
extension) is also an example of a condition for the move-
ment (of all the extreme parts). A translational movement
in particular denotes a movement of a marker device dur-
ing which all the points (i.e. parts) of the marker device
are moved in the same direction, i.e. in parallel directions.
[0024] If the moving marker device is a reference star,
the extreme parts of the marker device can for example
be the end of the holding element which is distal with
regard to the position of the marker and/or markers at-
tached to the reference star, and/or the extreme parts
can be the markers themselves. If the marker device is
a pointer, the extreme parts of the pointer can for example
be the end of the handle which, when the pointer is used,
is positioned proximally with regard to a user. Alterna-
tively or additionally, the distal end of the pointer, i.e. the
end pointing away from the user and preferably towards
a location to be identified by the pointer, can be an ex-

treme part.
[0025] A "reference star" is an example of a marker
device and refers to a device with a number of markers,
advantageously three markers, attached to it, wherein
the markers are (in particular detachably) attached to the
reference star such that they are stationary, thus provid-
ing a known (and advantageously fixed) position of the
markers relative to each other. The position of the mark-
ers relative to each other can be individually different for
each reference star used within the framework of a sur-
gical navigation method, in order to enable the corre-
sponding reference star to be identified by a navigation
system on the basis of the position of the markers relative
to each other. It is therefore also then possible for the
objects (for example, instruments and/or parts of a body)
to which the reference star is attached to be identified
and/or differentiated. In a surgical navigation method, the
reference star serves to attach a plurality of markers to
an object (for example, a bone or a medical instrument)
in order to be able to detect the arrangement of the object
(i.e. its spatial position and/or orientation). Such a refer-
ence star in particular comprises a way of being attached
to the object (for example, a clamp and/or a thread)
and/or a holding element which ensures a distance be-
tween the markers and the object (in particular in order
to assist the visibility of the markers to a marker detection
device) and/or marker holders which are mechanically
connected to the holding element and which the markers
can be attached to.
[0026] The marker devices used for generating the
marker data which are processed by the method are in
particular not identical to one another and can be of dif-
ferent types. In particular, the first marker device can for
example comprise a passive marker and the second
marker device can for example comprise an active mark-
er. The marker devices can however also be of the same
type but exhibit different relative spatial relationships be-
tween the markers, such that the marker devices can be
distinguished from one another (in particular due to a
different geometric arrangement of the markers). The
marker data preferably include information which allows
the identity of the marker device, and in particular the
object to which the marker device is attached, to be de-
termined. Said information preferably comprises infor-
mation on the relative positions of the markers of a marker
device and in particular an allocation (for example in the
form of a look-up table) between these positions and an
identity (marker identity).
[0027] The positions of the two marker devices are
preferably determined in a reference system (co-ordinate
system) which is common to both markers (i.e. the posi-
tions of both markers are determined within the same
reference system). The reference system can for exam-
ple be centred on one of the markers or another entity
which is used for performing the method (such as for
example the detection device) or any other arbitrary
point. This reference system is preferably the same one
as that used by the navigation system. The positions can
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be described in preferably three-dimensional co-ordi-
nates such as Cartesian co-ordinates or spherical co-
ordinates. In the specific case of spherical co-ordinates,
polar co-ordinates can be used.
[0028] The marker data preferably comprise position
data which include information on the position of the
marker devices, such as information about the presence
or absence of marker devices, in particular in a region
such as the detection field and/or the field of view of the
detection device. Examples scenarios are: a first marker
device is present and a second marker device is absent;
both marker devices are absent; both marker devices are
present. This information about the (in particular simul-
taneous) presence or absence of a number of marker
devices (preferably one or two or more marker devices),
in particular in each of a number of regions (for example,
one or two or more regions), in particular for each of a
number of lengths of time (for example, one or two or
more lengths of time), represents an example of a pattern
which is derived from positions of the marker devices. A
length of time of the presence or absence of a marker
device in a region, which is necessary for a condition to
be fulfilled, is defined by the pattern, in particular for each
region, respectively. The pattern derived from positions
of the marker devices is also referred to as "pattern in-
formation" or "pattern" for short. The condition data in
particular describe such a pattern. Such a pattern can
thus represent a condition. If this condition is met by the
pattern described by the marker data, then instructions
are executed which in turn control the control flow. The
pattern described by the condition data can therefore also
be referred to as an "instruction pattern" and can be used
to change a control flow which is used during computer-
assisted surgery, in particular if the marker data fulfil the
instruction pattern and optionally also if the control flow
meets a particular condition, i.e. if the status of the control
flow meets a particular condition, for instance whether a
particular step (in particular, a statement) of the control
flow has been reached and/or has previously been
reached and/or has not yet been reached. The condition
represented by the condition data therefore preferably
defines an instruction pattern. The condition data in par-
ticular contain information on a pattern which, when re-
flected by the marker data and judged to fulfil the condi-
tion defined by the condition data, results in an instruction
for controlling the control flow. In particular, a change in
the control flow results, in that a subsequent step is ex-
ecuted which is different to the next step in the normal
control flow (without changes).
[0029] The conditions for the relative spatial arrange-
ment of the marker devices can be defined not only by
the presence of certain marker devices, in particular in a
predefined region, but also by the absence of certain
marker devices (in this context, the plural form "marker
devices" is intended to encompass the singular), in par-
ticular in a predetermined region. The conditions can in
particular involve positions of marker devices relative to
one another or relative to one or more other entities

(which are preferably not marker devices), in particular
their distance from one or more other marker devices
and/or entities. A control flow of the data processing
method is in particular controlled by changing the control
flow in accordance with the pattern of positions of marker
devices, preferably in accordance with a difference be-
tween positions, in particular a difference determined on
the basis of the marker data which describe the previous
position and the present position of a marker device. The
conditions described by the condition data can be de-
scribed not only by conditions for the relative spatial ar-
rangement and/or conditions for the spatial change in the
relative spatial arrangement (such as an upward/down-
ward movement, the magnitude of velocity, etc.) but also
or alternatively by conditions for the change in the relative
spatial arrangement over time. The first two conditions
are also referred to here as spatial conditions, while the
latter is also referred to as a temporal condition. The spa-
tial conditions are in particular derived from the positions
of the at least two marker devices. The positions are in
particular defined in a reference system used by the data
processing method.
[0030] A condition for the relative spatial arrangement
and/or the change in the relative spatial arrangement is
in particular dependent on time. This means that a con-
dition preferably has to be fulfilled within or for a certain
length of time (time interval) and/or at a certain point in
time and/or between certain points in time. Whether this
condition is met is decided on the basis of the marker
data, in particular by analysing the marker data. Prefer-
ably, the length of time (i.e. time interval) for a time-de-
pendent condition can be set to any length of time be-
tween a few seconds (for example, five seconds or ten
seconds) and one or more minutes. In particular, all the
parts of a pattern to which the condition is applied should
be realised within the time interval. This helps to avoid
marker device movements (as described by the marker
data) being incorrectly identified as an instruction pattern,
for example by randomly performing movements with
marker devices over an arbitrary time interval without
considering that an instruction pattern may be fulfilled.
Thus, the marker data are preferably analysed on the
basis of this time-dependent condition, in order to deter-
mine whether the condition described by the condition
data is fulfilled.
[0031] One example of pattern information is informa-
tion on a change in position (as an example of a change
in the relative spatial arrangement), in particular informa-
tion on the motion state of the marker devices. One ex-
ample of a pattern of motion states (a motion state pat-
tern) would be if a first marker device is moving upwards,
a second marker device is moving downwards and an-
other marker device is at rest. If this motion state pattern
is fulfilled, then the control flow is changed. This motion
state pattern thus represents an example of an instruction
pattern. The information on the motion state is advanta-
geously included in the marker data. The information on
the motion state of the marker devices in particular com-
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prises information about the modulus (i.e. magnitude)
and/or direction of the velocity of the marker devices and
can preferably be determined by calculating a temporal
derivative, in particular a temporal derivative of a tempo-
ral series of the detected positions (in particular a pattern,
preferably a temporal and spatial pattern, of the detected
positions). The direction of velocity in particular compris-
es the direction of a translational movement. The condi-
tion data in particular describe a condition for the length
of time to have elapsed since it has been determined that
the marker data fulfil the spatial conditions. The condition
data can in particular describe a temporal series of po-
sitions. Such a temporal series preferably represents a
temporal and spatial pattern of marker positions. In par-
ticular, if the condition for a motion state describes a con-
dition for a velocity or an acceleration in a movement,
then this preferably includes a condition for a velocity or
acceleration in a translational movement or a movement
in which all the extreme parts are moved.
[0032] The term "motion state" also includes the pos-
sibility of the marker devices being at rest (in particular,
within their reference system), in particular for a prede-
termined length of time, i.e. of having a static status with
a velocity vector equal to a zero vector. The state of mark-
er devices being "at rest" preferably denotes a state of
the marker devices in which they are not moving within
their reference system. Alternatively or additionally, it can
denote that the marker devices are at rest relative to each
other within their reference system, i.e. that they are not
moving relative to one another. In this case, the condition
data in particular comprise a temporal condition which
for example describes how long the marker device is at
rest and/or for instance a sequence (history) of spatial
conditions. This sequence can be a discrete sequence,
such as the absence and then presence of a marker de-
vice in a particular region, or a continuous sequence,
such as the zigzag movement discussed below.
[0033] Depending on which meaning is used, the ve-
locity and/or the velocity vector can describe the move-
ment of the marker devices with respect to their reference
system or relative to one another (the latter case can be
referred to as the "relative velocity"), in particular a
change in the spatial arrangement of the marker devices.
The acceleration and/or acceleration vector can be used
analogously.
[0034] As mentioned above, the motion states can be
used to describe the instruction pattern; specifically, the
position of at least one of the marker devices can be used
as a condition, and the motion state of at least another
of the marker devices can be used as a condition, in order
to determine how to control the control flow of the method.
Information about the motion state of more than one of
the marker devices can also be used to this end.
[0035] The marker data and/or the condition data pref-
erably comprise information about the position of at least
two markers (i.e. position data) and/or information about
the motion state of at least one marker (i.e. motion state
data). In particular, marker data describing a relative

movement between two marker devices and/or a contin-
uous trajectory and/or a (discrete) sequence of positions
of marker devices trigger an instruction to the surgical
navigation system to control the control flow of the data
processing method, in particular the control flow of the
navigation procedure. The trajectory or sequence of po-
sitions is in particular realised by a movement which in-
cludes translational movements of the marker devices.
[0036] Another example of pattern information would
be if a first marker is in a particular motion state (for ex-
ample, moving) while a second marker is within a partic-
ular region (in particular, a spatial region). This pattern
refers both to motion states of a marker and to region
states (in particular the presence in and/or absence from
a region) of a marker. Such a pattern is also referred to
as a motion-region pattern and is an example of an in-
struction pattern. Corresponding information is advanta-
geously included in the motion-region data which can be
included in the condition data. Patterns which only de-
scribe region states (i.e. the presence and/or absence of
marker devices in regions) are also referred to as "region
patterns", wherein corresponding information is advan-
tageously included in region data which can be included
in the pattern data. Region patterns also represent an
example of instruction patterns. Region patterns can in-
clude temporal conditions or can be combined with tem-
poral conditions, i.e. the time, in particular the length of
time of the presence and/or absence of at least one mark-
er device is defined for at least one region, in order to
define the condition (instruction pattern).
[0037] The marker positions can be determined in a
reference system (a co-ordinate system) which uses rec-
tangular and/or polar and/or spherical co-ordinates. As
an example of rectangular co-ordinates, Cartesian co-
ordinates in two or three dimensions can be used. Marker
positions are preferably determined by dividing the area
in which the positions are expected (also referred to here
as the "operating area"), in particular a field of view of
the detection device and/or the space used or envisaged
for performing the method according to the invention, into
predetermined geometric divisions which are examples
of the above-mentioned regions. Advantageously, the
marker data are used to determine whether or not a mark-
er device is lying in one of these predetermined divisions.
Depending on this, a decision is made as to whether the
conditions for a change in the control flow are met, i.e.
whether the instruction pattern is fulfilled. The operating
area can for example be divided into two-dimensional
zones comprising polygonal shapes or three-dimension-
al volumes comprising polyhedral shapes. A circular or
at least partly circular shape of the zones or a spherical
or at least partly spherical shape of the volumes can also
be defined. The operating area is therefore preferably
divided into delineated geometric divisions (regions) us-
ing a grid-based co-ordinate system (a grid) which com-
prises division boundaries and nodes at which the divi-
sion boundaries intersect one another.
[0038] In accordance with the invention, it is also pos-
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sible to define paths through such geometric divisions,
for example by predefining a sequence of zones and/or
volumes through which the marker device is to pass over
time in order to create an instruction pattern. An instruc-
tion pattern can thus be defined by the presence of mark-
er devices in specific geometric divisions in a predeter-
mined sequence, in particular combined with a time in-
terval within which such a sequence is to be performed.
An instruction pattern can also be defined by two or more
marker devices following a predetermined movement
pattern relative to one another or having predetermined
positions relative to one another. Using such a geometric
division of the operating area has the specific advantage
that a marker device which is used for determining an
instruction pattern can for example be moved a minor
distance without meeting the conditions described by the
instruction pattern, for example as long as its position
does not move out of a predetermined geometric division
or a number of predetermined and preferably coherent
and/or neighbouring geometric divisions. This for exam-
ple enables a user to move a marker device out of the
way, for example if the marker device is interfering with
other devices used for performing computer-assisted
surgery, without disrupting the control flow of the data
processing method.
[0039] It is also possible to determine whether for ex-
ample an entity to which the marker device (the position
of which has been determined) is attached is currently
located in a geometric division in which its presence is
unfavourable. The geometric divisions can for example
be used to define regions in which certain entities (such
as for example an instrument table, X-ray machines, per-
sons - in particular, a patient) should not be located while
computer-assisted surgery is being performed. If the po-
sition of such an entity, to which the detected marker
device is attached, is found to be in a region (prohibited
region) in which its position preferably should not lie, then
a corresponding warning signal can be issued to a user
via the indication device of the navigation system being
used to perform the method of the invention. The condi-
tion data then include a condition for the presence of said
marker device in such a region. If the marker data indicate
such a presence, the condition is met and the control flow
is controlled so as to initiate a corresponding warning
signal. To this end, and preferably as another condition,
marker identity data (such as are described further be-
low) can be used so that the warning signal is only issued
if a particular object or type of object, to which the marker
device is attached, is found to be situated in the prohibited
region. Another example of a condition for a spatial ar-
rangement of a marker device, in particular a single mark-
er device, is that the marker device is situated in a par-
ticular position and/or a particular region for a certain
length of time. If it is determined, on the basis of the mark-
er data, that this condition is fulfilled, then the control flow
of the data processing method is controlled, in particular
changed. Thus, a spatial condition for a spatial arrange-
ment of at least one marker device is preferably combined

with a temporal condition which in particular specifies the
time in which the spatial condition (the condition for the
spatial arrangement of the at least one marker device)
has to be fulfilled. The condition for the spatial arrange-
ment of the at least one marker device is in particular
such that it can be fulfilled if the marker data describe a
static, i.e. non-moving, marker device. The condition can
in particular be fulfilled if the static status of the marker
device (as described by the marker data) is maintained
for a length of time described by the temporal condition.
[0040] As mentioned above, regions can be deter-
mined by geometric spatial divisions. Regions can in par-
ticular be determined in accordance with the position of
objects in the room. In accordance with another embod-
iment, the regions are determined on the basis of the
positions of marker devices. In particular, the operating
space is partitioned into regions and/or the geometry
(size and/or shape) of the regions is determined on the
basis of the geometry (size and/or shape) and/or the po-
sition of the marker devices. A marker device can for
example comprise three markers (for example, three
marker spheres) which lie in a common plane and thus
define a plane. This plane then divides the operating
space into two halves. Each half can represent one re-
gion. Three marker devices which are in particular not
fixed to each other and which can in particular be moved
relative to each other can likewise define a plane which
divides the operating space into two regions. The parti-
tion of the operating space and therefore the regions can
thus change dynamically if the marker devices are
moved. If there are four individual marker devices, then
each of the marker devices can define a corner of a region
which has the shape of a pyramid. The markers them-
selves and/or the marker devices can thus define the size
and shape of a region. Other examples will be given be-
low. In accordance with this embodiment, the regions
can in particular change dynamically; in particular, the
geometry and/or position of the region can change due
to a change in the position of (one or more) marker de-
vices.
[0041] When a certain (i.e. predetermined) pattern is
detected, this advantageously causes an instruction
and/or command to be generated by and/or sent to the
navigation system, as described below in more detail.
Such a predetermined pattern is also referred to as an
instruction pattern. An instruction pattern is preferably
identified by comparing the detected pattern with the pre-
determined pattern, in particular by comparing the de-
tected pattern information with predetermined pattern in-
formation.
[0042] Another step in the method in accordance with
the invention is to control a control flow of the data
processing method in accordance with the marker data
and the condition data provided in a previous method
step. A control flow of the data processing method is in
particular understood to comprise a number of steps of
the method (i.e. a sequence of method steps). The se-
quence of method steps can comprise all the steps of
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the data processing method or only a selection of steps.
The control flow preferably also comprises branches
and/or triggering predefined functions used in the meth-
od. The control flow can be embodied by a control pro-
gram which is executed on a digital data processing de-
vice (for example, a computer). "Control flow" refers to
the order in which the individual statements, instructions
or function triggers of an imperative program or functional
program (in particular, a program comprising the steps
of the method in accordance with the present invention)
are executed or evaluated.
[0043] Within an imperative programming language, a
control flow statement is a statement which, when exe-
cuted, results in a selection being made as to which of
two or more paths is to be followed. An instruction pattern
(in particular, information reflecting an instruction pat-
tern) which has been determined from the marker data,
as defined above, can be used as or translated into a
control flow statement. A control flow statement is in par-
ticular executed in accordance with the marker data and
the condition data. Therefore, controlling the control flow
in particular comprises executing a control flow state-
ment.
[0044] Within the context of this invention, controlling
the control flow means for example triggering a proce-
dure and/or file which can be executed or more generally
a part of a program which is preferably used for perform-
ing the method in accordance with the invention. Con-
trolling the control flow can also mean continuing to ex-
ecute a procedure or part of a program which can be
executed, if for example execution of the procedure or
part of the program has been manually or automatically
interrupted. The marker data which for example describe
positions of the marker devices and/or the determined
motions of the markers are preferably translated by the
data processing method into a command to the data
processing method, in particular to the surgical naviga-
tion system. They are preferably translated by means of
the condition data.
[0045] Preferably, controlling the control flow of the
method in particular comprises instructions to the data
processing method, in particular to a navigation system,
on modifying a visualisation view, for example a graphic
output on a display device of the surgical navigation sys-
tem. Modifying the visualisation view in particular com-
prises changing the perspective onto a part of a body
which can in particular be represented by an image of
the part of the patient’s body which was taken before or
during the operation and/or a graphic representation of
a standard part of the body. The part of the body can for
example be an anatomical structure such as a brain
and/or a bone and/or a joint and can in general be any
part of the body which is of interest to the user. Modifying
the visualisation view can also involve changing the col-
our of different parts of the visualisation view and/or
changing the magnification of the view, in particular a
zoom ratio (this includes both a positive zoom ratio for
increasing the magnification and a negative zoom ratio

for decreasing the magnification). Controlling the control
flow of the method can also comprise presenting a
number of options for continuing the method, for a user
to select, and/or asking the user to approve an instruction
proposed by the data processing method, in particular
by the navigation system.
[0046] In particular, controlling the control flow does
not comprise any surgical activity in its narrower sense,
such as using surgical instruments on a human or animal
body in order for example to mechanically influence
bones and/or tissue, i.e. the hard and/or soft constituents
of the body. In particular, the control flow itself does not
comprise any such activity. Other examples of steps in
a control flow are: performing calculations on relative po-
sitions between marker devices; starting the motor of a
drill; controlling the light intensity in the operating theatre;
etc.
[0047] The modification made to the visualisation view,
in particular the modified zoom value and/or zoom ratio,
can preferably be locked. "Locking" the modified visual-
isation view means preventing the visualisation view from
being modified further, even if an instruction pattern is
detected which is equivalent to a command for a certain
modification to be made to the visualisation view, in par-
ticular a change in the zoom factor. Thus, the visualisa-
tion view is not modified any further, despite a command
situation having been detected. The lock can be activated
automatically, for example by detecting a particular in-
struction pattern, and/or by user interaction such as for
example a manual input at the surgical navigation sys-
tem, in particular by activating a button on a touch screen.
The lock can be released, such that further modifications
to the visualisation view are (re-)enabled, for example in
one of the ways described with respect to activating the
lock.
[0048] The motion state (in particular the position)
and/or the region state of at least one of the markers
used in the method in accordance with the invention is
preferably determined continuously, on the basis of the
marker data which can change continuously. The con-
tinuous change in the marker data is in particular due to
continuously detecting marker devices and thus contin-
uously generating the marker data. The marker data are
thus preferably generated on the basis of this continuous
detection and (continuously) describe the motion state
(in particular the position) and/or the region state as a
function of time. Within this context, "continuous detec-
tion" includes detection at discrete time intervals (prefer-
ably at a detection frequency of a few Hertz, a few tens
of Hertz or a few hundred Hertz and/or a detection fre-
quency in a range having a lower limit of 1 Hz or 5 Hz or
10 Hz and/or an upper limit of 10 Hz or 50 Hz or 200 Hz
or 1 KHz) over a continuous (in particular, uninterrupted)
time interval - preferably, the duration needed to perform
the envisaged procedures on the patient. Continuous de-
tection, i.e. detecting at numerous discrete points in time
separated by preferably constant intervals over a certain
length of time, in particular leads to a history, in particular
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a temporal history of positions and/or motion states
and/or region states. A temporal pattern of motion states
(in particular positions) and/or region states can thus be
determined from the marker data. A temporal pattern is
thus preferably an example of an instruction pattern.
Such a temporal pattern in particular contains information
on a time-dependent pattern, in particular a sequence of
patterns. The patterns in particular describe motion
states and/or region states. Thus, an instruction pattern
can be obtained on the basis of a temporal series of pat-
terns which comprises information on motion states
and/or region states, thus creating an instruction pattern
which comprises or consists of a sequence of motion
patterns and/or region patterns and/or motion-region pat-
terns. This means that an instruction pattern does not
have to be defined on the basis of an instantaneous
measurement at a single point in time (a single measured
value) alone, but can also be based on a temporal series
of positions and/or motion states and/or region states of
markers. This can enable the surgical navigation system
to determine whether all the necessary steps of the pre-
determined user activity in the space detected by the
navigation system (for example, the field of view of a
stereotactic camera used as a detection device or, more
generally, the operating area) have been performed be-
fore a predefined pattern described by the marker data
is or in particular can be determined as an instruction
pattern, i.e. identifying a situation described by the mark-
er data as an instruction pattern can be path-dependent,
in the sense that it depends on the positions and/or mo-
tion states and/or region states which have been previ-
ously passed through. This helps the user to avoid for-
getting any steps in a predetermined user activity flow.
[0049] Controlling the control flow of the data process-
ing method preferably results in a step of ascertaining a
type of object, wherein the type is assigned to at least
one of the marker devices. A marker device can be me-
chanically attached to a certain object (in particular, a
medical object) such as a surgical instrument, a part of
the patient’s body and/or another object used during the
operation such as an instrument table or a specific in-
strument or an implant. By using different marker prop-
erties (such as for example different reflective properties,
emitting properties and/or geometric arrangements of
markers on a reference star) for different objects as men-
tioned above (preferably, non-identical objects such as
objects of different types), it is possible to determine the
type of object which is connected to a certain detected
marker. This enables a navigation system to calculate a
situation based not only on the position of marker devices
and/or their motion states and/or region states and/or the
respective temporal series but also on the type of markers
and/or objects detected. To this end, the method in ac-
cordance with the invention preferably comprises a step
of providing identity data (in particular, marker identity
data). Such marker identity data can be included in the
marker data or can be deduced from the marker data or
by means of the marker data. The marker identity data

can for example include information about the identity of
a marker device and preferably about the type or identity
of an object which is connected to said marker device.
Since the identity of the marker device (identity data) can
be determined from the marker data, it can be a condition
and can be included in the condition data. The identity
then represents another condition in accordance with
which the control flow is controlled. Using such identity
data, marker devices can be identified and distinguished
from one another, in particular by using a predetermined
(known) specific relative spatial relationship (more spe-
cifically, a specific geometric arrangement) of the mark-
ers in the marker device. This known relationship can be
compared with the relationship described by the marker
data in order to identify the marker device. To this end,
the marker data preferably comprise information on the
positions of individual markers of a marker device. Infor-
mation on such a relationship (the specific geometric ar-
rangement) represents default information. This default
information can be provided to the data processing meth-
od separately or can be included in the marker data or
condition data. The default information can in particular
be provided in the form of a look-up table which can be
stored in a memory of the surgical navigation system
which is used to implement the method in accordance
with the invention. An instruction pattern can thus be de-
pendent not only on the positions of marker devices but
also on their identity. An instruction pattern can be de-
fined by specifying the identity of at least one marker
device (for example by using identity data) in addition to
other conditions such as for instance conditions for the
region state (such as the presence in or absence from a
particular region) and/or motion state of said at least one
marker device. As mentioned above, the marker data
can then be used to ascertain a geometry of markers, in
particular the positions of markers relative to one another
(their specific geometric arrangement) when used in the
marker device. By comparing the determined geometry
of the markers with the identity data in the look-up table,
the marker device and preferably also the object con-
nected to it can be identified. Identifying a certain object,
for instance an implant or instrument which is for instance
commonly used to manipulate a specific anatomical
structure in a particular region of the field of view of the
detection device, can thus lead to a modification of the
control flow, for instance the visualisation view and pref-
erably a zoom of the visualisation view, since the surgical
navigation system will for example be able to tell that the
user wishes to manually manipulate the displayed ana-
tomical structure. In accordance with one embodiment
of the invention, the display device can first be instructed
to depict the specific anatomical structure, i.e. to switch
to this graphic view. Once the corresponding instruction
pattern has been ascertained, the display device is pref-
erably instructed to modify the way in which the anatom-
ical structure is displayed.
[0050] Controlling the control flow can also involve con-
trolling an instrument, in particular a measuring instru-
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ment such as a microscope, to which a marker device is
preferably attached. Detecting an instruction pattern can
then lead to the measuring instrument being controlled,
for instance by increasing the magnification of a micro-
scope which is used for viewing the site of the operation
(which is in particular helpful during neurosurgery on the
exposed brain), if another marker device which is for ex-
ample attached to another instrument moves closer to
the marker device which is attached to the microscope.
Additionally or alternatively, the instrument to be control-
led can be an instrument used for tissue sclerosis, such
as a heated wire loop. Once an instruction situation has
been detected, the wire loop can be controlled such that
an electric current is passed through it in order to begin
heating the wire. Alternatively or additionally, an instruc-
tion pattern can lead to a command to the surgical nav-
igation system to modify the operating room lighting, for
example to focus a spotlight onto the site of the operation.
In general, the method in accordance with the invention
can be used to control a control flow of a data processing
method which controls any device, in particular a device
which is preferably used in computer-assisted surgery.
[0051] In accordance with another embodiment of the
invention, controlling the control flow can involve trigger-
ing a registration procedure in order in particular to reg-
ister the position of the anatomical part of the body which
is of interest in the operation with respect to the reference
system of a preoperative image of said part of the body
(or vice versa). Upon detecting the respective command
situation, the surgical navigation system can then be in-
structed to assign a certain co-ordinate in the preopera-
tive image to a certain co-ordinate which is being pointed
to on the anatomical part of the body with a pointing de-
vice, wherein the pointing device can be configured to
be detected by the navigation system.
[0052] A pointing device such as a pointer can be a
rod comprising one or more - advantageously, two or
more - markers fastened to it, wherein the pointer can be
used to measure off individual co-ordinates, in particular
spatial co-ordinates (i.e. three-dimensional co-ordi-
nates), on a part of the body within the framework of a
morphing method, wherein a user guides the pointer (in
particular, a part of the pointer which has a defined and
advantageously fixed position with respect to the at least
one marker which is attached to the pointer) to the posi-
tion corresponding to the co-ordinates, such that the po-
sition of the pointer can be determined by using a surgical
navigation system to detect the marker on the pointer.
The relative position between the markers of the pointer
and the part of the pointer used to measure off co-ordi-
nates (in particular, the tip of the pointer) is in particular
known. The surgical navigation system then enables the
position (of the three-dimensional co-ordinates) to be as-
signed to a predetermined body structure, wherein the
assignment can be made automatically or by user inter-
vention. This assignment is also referred to as a regis-
tering and/or registration procedure within the framework
of this invention.

[0053] The method in accordance with the invention is
in particular a data processing method. The data
processing method is preferably performed using tech-
nical means, in particular a computer. The computer in
particular comprises a processor and a memory in order
to process the data, in particular electronically. The cal-
culating steps described are in particular performed by
a computer. Steps of determining or calculating are in
particular steps of determining data within the framework
of the technical data processing method, in particular
within the framework of a program. A computer is in par-
ticular any kind of data processing device. A computer
can be a device which is generally thought of as such,
for example desktop PCs or notebooks or netbooks, etc.,
but can also be any programmable apparatus, such as
a mobile phone or an embedded processor. In particular,
a computer can comprise a system (network) of "sub-
computers", wherein each sub-computer represents a
computer in its own right. A computer in particular com-
prises interfaces in order to receive data and/or to per-
form an analogue-to-digital conversion.
[0054] The method according to the invention can be
enshrined in a computer program which, when running
on a computer or when loaded onto a computer, causes
the computer to perform the method as described above,
in particular the steps of the method as described above.
[0055] Computer program elements of the invention
can be embodied in hardware and/or software (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.). The com-
puter program elements of the invention can take the
form of a computer program product which can be em-
bodied by a computer-usable or computer-readable stor-
age medium comprising computer-usable or computer-
readable program instructions, "code" or a "computer
program" embodied in said medium for use by or in con-
nection with the instruction-executing system. Such a
system can be a computer; a computer can be a data
processing device comprising means for executing the
computer program elements and/or the program in ac-
cordance with the invention. The computer is in particular
used to compare the predetermined pattern with a de-
tected pattern in order to determine and/or identify an
instruction pattern. The computer is preferably part of a
navigation system. The predetermined variables of the
method in accordance with the invention are preferably
stored as data, advantageously in the form of a look-up
table, in a memory device of a navigation system. Ad-
vantageously, the computer also issues the resulting
command and/or instruction to an instrument to be con-
trolled, in particular to the display device. Within the con-
text of this application, a computer-usable or computer-
readable medium is any medium which can contain,
store, communicate, propagate or transfer the program
for use by or in connection with the instruction-executing
system, apparatus or device. The computer-usable or
computer-readable medium can for example be, but is
not limited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electro-
magnetic, infrared or semiconductor system, apparatus
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or device or a medium of propagation such as for example
the Internet. The computer-usable or computer-readable
medium could even for example be paper or another suit-
able medium on which the program is printed, since the
program could be electronically captured, for example
by optically scanning the paper or other suitable medium,
and then compiled, interpreted or otherwise processed
in a suitable manner. The computer program product and
any software and/or hardware described here form the
various means for performing the functions of the inven-
tion in the example embodiment(s). The computer and/or
data processing device can in particular constitute a guid-
ance information device which includes means for out-
putting guidance information. The guidance information
can be outputted, for example to a user, visually by a
visual indicating means (for example, a monitor and/or a
lamp) and/or acoustically by an acoustic indicating
means (for example, a loudspeaker and/or a digital
speech output device) and/or tactilely by a tactile indicat-
ing means (for example, a vibrating element or vibration
element incorporated in an instrument).
[0056] The computer program and/or parts of it, such
as for example individual commands, can also be trans-
mitted between preferably electronic devices by means
of a signal wave, in particular a digital signal wave, which
carries information representing the program and/or
parts of it.
[0057] As another aspect of the invention, a navigation
system for use in image-guided surgery, in particular
computer-assisted surgery (i.e. a surgical navigation sys-
tem), is disclosed. The navigation system comprises at
least a detection device for detecting the positions of the
marker devices and a computer configured to perform a
method or to execute the program described above.
[0058] A further aspect of the invention is a method
which comprises the steps, in particular all steps of any
of the above described embodiments of a data process-
ing method and further comprises the step of detecting
the marker devices by technical means (a marker detec-
tion device) in order to generate the marker data used
by the data processing method.
[0059] A navigation system, in particular a surgical
navigation system, is understood to mean a system
which can comprise: at least one marker device; a trans-
mitter which emits electromagnetic waves and/or radia-
tion and/or ultrasound waves; a receiver which receives
electromagnetic waves and/or radiation and/or ultra-
sound waves; and an electronic data processing device
which is connected to the receiver and/or the transmitter,
wherein the data processing device (for example, a com-
puter) in particular comprises a processor (CPU), a work-
ing memory, advantageously an indicating device for is-
suing an indication signal (for example, a visual indicating
device such as a monitor and/or an audio indicating de-
vice such as a loudspeaker and/or a tactile indicating
device such as a vibrator) and advantageously a perma-
nent data memory, wherein the data processing device
processes navigation data forwarded to it by the receiver

and can advantageously output guidance information to
a user via the indicating device. The navigation data can
be stored in the permanent data memory and for example
compared with data (in particular, predetermined data)
which have been stored in said memory beforehand. The
computer of the navigation system is preferably used for
performing the method and/or executing the program in
accordance with the invention.

Figure 1 shows a set-up for determining an instruc-
tion pattern using a navigation system.

Figure 2a shows a graphic representation of an an-
atomical region of interest, before an instruction pat-
tern has been detected.

Figure 2b shows a graphic representation of an an-
atomical region of interest, after an instruction pat-
tern has been detected.

Figure 3 shows an instruction pattern being detected
using a grid for marker positions.

Figure 4 shows a flow diagram of one embodiment
of the method in accordance with the invention.

Figure 5 shows the operating space being partitioned
into regions using a marker device.

Figure 6 shows a display which provides information
about control flow statements associated with the
regions of Figure 5.

Figure 7 shows a display for initiating control flow
statements using an instrument.

[0060] As shown in Figure 1, a navigation system 1
comprising an infrared emitter 2 which is used as a trans-
mitter of electromagnetic waves, and a stereotactic cam-
era 3 (as an example of a detection device for detecting
infrared radiation reflected from markers 6’, 7’ which are
attached to reference stars 6, 7, and markers 5’ which
are attached to a pointer 5) is used to detect the markers
and therefore the reference stars (marker devices). On
the basis of this detection, marker data are generated by
the detection device 3 and the navigation system 1. The
marker data generated are compared with an instruction
pattern by a CPU 4 of the navigation system 1. The nav-
igation system 1 also comprises a computer, in particular
a non-permanent memory such as a RAM 12, a proces-
sor such as the CPU 4 and a permanent memory such
as a hard disc 11. Condition data which comprise the
instruction pattern are for instance stored in the perma-
nent memory 11. The navigation system 1 is also provid-
ed with a graphic output device such as a monitor 7.
[0061] In the set-up depicted in Figure 1, a microscope
10 (in particular, a microscope which is capable of digital
image processing, i.e. a digital microscope) is used to
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view an anatomical region 9 of a patient 8 which is of
interest to a user. The region 9 of interest can for example
be a tumour or part of a bone. A pointer 5 with marker
elements 5’ attached to it is also detected by the naviga-
tion system 1; in particular, the position of the pointer 5
relative to the reference stars 6, 7 is determined. Alter-
natively or additionally, a distance a between a part of
an instrument such as the microscope 10 and for example
the distal end of the pointer 5 can be determined if there
is for example a known and fixed spatial relationship be-
tween the reference star 6 and a specific part of the in-
strument - in the example shown, the lens of the micro-
scope 10. The distance c between the distal end of the
pointer 5 and the reference star 7 can be determined by
the navigation system 1 in a similar way. If there is a
known and fixed relationship between the reference star
7 and the region 9 of interest and/or between the refer-
ence star 6 and the region 9 of interest, then it is also
possible for the navigation system 1 to determine a dis-
tance b between the distal end of the pointer 5 and the
region 9 of interest.
[0062] The condition data can comprise an instruction
pattern which defines a threshold distance for the dis-
tance b. If, for example, the distance b as determined on
the basis of the marker data remains below the threshold
distance (of for example 1 cm or 30 cm or 1 m or a value
within a range having a lower limit of 1 cm and/or an
upper limit of 75 cm) for a certain length of time or for at
least a certain length of time (of for example 1 second or
5 seconds or a value within a range having a lower limit
of 1 second and/or an upper limit of 10 seconds), which
can be referred to as a threshold time, then the condition
defined by the condition data is met. The threshold time
preferably denotes a lower limit of a time interval during
which a threshold distance is for example maintained;
more preferably, the two conditions taken together define
the instruction pattern (i.e. a condition for a relative spatial
arrangement of the pointer 5 and the reference star 7).
Whether the marker data meet the conditions defined by
the instruction pattern can for example be identified by
the navigation system 1 by comparing the detected sit-
uation (i.e. the detected distances and/or times as de-
scribed by the marker data) with the conditions defined
by the instruction pattern. If the comparison leads to a
positive result (i.e. the conditions are met), then the con-
trol flow is controlled (changed). The positive result is
thus transformed (translated) into an instruction and/or
command which for example leads to a change in the
graphic representation 19 on the monitor 7. After the
change, the monitor 7 for example displays an enlarged
graphic representation 19 of the anatomical region 9 of
interest, wherein the image data are generated by the
microscope 10 which is preferably a digital microscope
and transmits image data to the surgical navigation sys-
tem 1.
[0063] In order to transform the positive result of the
comparison into a control flow statement, a statement
database is preferably consulted. The statement data-

base includes allocations (links) between conditions and
control flow statements. This database is for instance
included on the hard disc 11. The statement database
for example describes a link between the condition "dis-
tance b smaller than threshold distance" and a control
flow statement "enlarge graphic representation". The
statement database can also define a link between the
condition "distance b smaller than threshold distance"
and the control flow statement "demagnify graphic rep-
resentation" (i.e. zoom out).
[0064] Figure 2a shows the graphic representation 19
of the region 9 of interest on the monitor 7, before an
instruction pattern has been detected. The graphic rep-
resentation 19 is in particular in a normal mode which is
selected by the navigation system 1 as a default repre-
sentation of the image data detected by the microscope
10. Figure 2b shows a change in the graphic represen-
tation 19, such that the graphic representation 29 is ob-
tained. The visual output 29 has in particular been en-
larged (zoomed-in on), i.e. magnified, as compared to
the graphic representation 19. The colour of certain parts
of the graphic representation can also be changed, such
that for example only a boundary of the region 9 of interest
is depicted in the graphic representation 29.
[0065] The instruction pattern can be defined such that
a positive result of the comparison is only determined if
other distances a, c, d fulfil a certain condition with regard
to a threshold distance and/or a threshold time. The result
of the comparison is for example only positive if the dis-
tance between the microscope 10 and the region 9 of
interest is smaller than a threshold distance. In accord-
ance with another example, the instruction pattern can
be defined as above with respect to the distance a, but
also incorporate the condition that the distance c fulfil an
analogous condition. Alternatively or additionally, the dis-
tances b and c can be used to define instruction patterns
other than the above-mentioned instruction situation,
which for example have to be fulfilled at the same time
as the instruction situation defined on the basis of the
distance a. Thus, an instruction pattern can define a plu-
rality of conditions for the spatial arrangements of marker
devices and/or changes in said arrangements. The in-
struction pattern can also be linked to a plurality of control
flow statements, such that if the conditions of an instruc-
tion pattern are met, a plurality of control flow statements
are executed by the data processing method. In addition
to the graphic magnification process described above,
additional graphic modifications can for example be
made to the graphic representation, in parallel with mag-
nifying the graphic representation, when an instruction
pattern defined by the distances b and/or c is detected.
The instruction patterns can of course also be defined
so as to be independent of one another, i.e. such that
they can lead to an instruction irrespective of whether
conditions relevant to other (different) instruction pat-
terns are fulfilled.
[0066] In particular, a delineation 29b between a
graphically highlighted part 29a and a default represen-
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tation part 29c of the graphic representation 29 can be
displayed, when it is detected that distance b has met a
certain threshold distance condition and the above-men-
tioned condition for the distance a is also fulfilled. Thus,
further modifications to the graphic representation 29 can
be made in the visualisation view on the monitor 7, while
the anatomical region 9 of interest continues to be dis-
played at an increased magnification. Two conditions de-
fined by the instruction pattern are thus fulfilled simulta-
neously, i.e. at the same time. In accordance with the
invention, it is also possible to define an instruction pat-
tern on the basis of the detected length of the distance
c (which should preferably be less than a certain thresh-
old distance, preferably for a certain threshold time inter-
val). If it is determined that the marker data also fulfil a
condition for the distance c (defined by the same or an-
other instruction pattern), then this can for example result
in a patient registration wizard being initialised. If such a
patient registration is for example performed during the
above-mentioned magnification of the region 9 of interest
in the visualisation view, it is possible to increase the
level of precision of the registration process.
[0067] In accordance with the invention, controlling an
auto-zoom function is also an example of a control flow
statement which is initiated if the marker data fulfil con-
ditions defined by an instruction pattern. A positive zoom
ratio, i.e. a magnification, can for example be initialised
if the marker data indicate that an entity, for example an
instrument such as the pointer 5, is remaining in a fixed
spatial relationship, in particular at a constant distance,
to another entity (such as for example the reference stars
6 and/or 7). Preferably, the corresponding condition can
be defined by the instruction pattern to the general effect
that the pointer 5 is not moving (in particular relative to
another entity such as for example a reference star 6, 7).
By analogy, the movement of the pointer 5 (as described
by the marker data) can then fulfil the conditions of an
instruction pattern for zooming the graphic representa-
tion out again, in particular for demagnifying the graphic
representation 29 and/or reducing the zoom ratio, when
the pointer 5 is moved again. This condition can, howev-
er, also be defined so as to be dependent on the velocity
of the movement of the pointer 5 (in particular by way of
a threshold velocity, specifically a velocity of the pointer
5 relative to the reference star 7) which is detected (thus
representing a condition for a change in the relative spa-
tial arrangement of the pointer 5 and the reference star
7). A fast movement of the pointer 5 can for example lead
to the zoom ratio being reduced, whereas a slow move-
ment of the pointer 5 fulfils an instruction pattern which
keeps the zoom ratio constant. A fast movement of the
pointer 5 can then for example be defined as a movement
at a velocity of more than 3 mm per second or about 3
mm per second, and a slow movement of the pointer 5
can correspondingly be defined as a movement at a ve-
locity of less than 3 mm per second or less than about 3
mm per second. The time required by the navigation sys-
tem 1 to increase a zoom ratio can for example be defined

as three seconds from the initial zoom ratio to the zoom
ratio to be achieved (which can be referred to as the
target zoom ratio), such that a user is able to stop the
zooming action if the target zoom ratio is reached. A cor-
responding instruction to stop the zooming action can
then be created, again for example by a certain and/or
predetermined movement of the pointer 5. The time re-
quired to change the zoom ratio can for example be about
1 second.
[0068] An instruction pattern can preferably be defined
such that if the pointer 5 is placed aside, for example
onto an instrument table, this can lead to the image de-
tected by the microscope 10 being magnified to a size
corresponding to the whole of the available screen sur-
face of the monitor 7. If the pointer 5 is placed aside, this
can in particular represent a situation which is normally
created when the surgeon wishes to start operating on
the region 9 of interest. Thus, an instruction pattern is
preferably defined accordingly.
[0069] The threshold velocity of the movement of the
pointer 5 which distinguishes a fast movement from a
slow movement and thus defines the conditions of an
instruction pattern can be adapted to the requirements
of an individual user. It can in particular be adapted to a
tremor which the user’s hand exhibits habitually or over
an average length of time. This prevents minor move-
ments of the pointer 5 from being misinterpreted as an
instruction pattern by the navigation system 1. A certain
error and/or tolerance margin can in particular be applied
to any threshold condition (such as the aforementioned
threshold distance and/or threshold time and/or thresh-
old velocity), in order for example to allow for user-de-
pendent deviations when applying the method in accord-
ance with the invention. In particular, a condition that a
translational movement has to be above a minimum
movement can represent a threshold condition defined
by an instruction pattern.
[0070] In accordance with the invention, it is also pos-
sible to lock the auto-zoom (this is also referred to as a
zoom lock). The lock can in particular be activated if the
marker data fulfil a corresponding instruction pattern.
Locking the auto-zoom means that the zoom ratio is kept
constant, even if subsequent marker data indicate that
the conditions of other instruction patterns relating to
changing the zoom ratio have been met. Once the auto-
zoom is released again (for example by a similar inter-
action as is used to lock it in the first place), the navigation
system will again respond to detected instruction patterns
relating to changing the zoom ratio, as before.
[0071] The zoom ratio to be reached when using the
auto-zoom function can also be limited to a certain factor,
such as for example 300% of a default and/or initial zoom
ratio which obtains before the corresponding instruction
pattern is detected.
[0072] Figure 3 discloses an embodiment of the inven-
tion which relates to defining an instruction pattern using
a co-ordinate grid and in particular to defining a region
pattern and/or motion-region pattern. A co-ordinate sys-
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tem in which the marker devices can be positioned is in
particular divided into preferably polygonal grid zones
and/or grid volumes, depending on the dimensionality of
the co-ordinate system. Thus, in order to determine
whether the marker data meet the conditions of an in-
struction pattern, the positions of the marker devices (as
described by the marker data) are determined in and/or
using a grid-based co-ordinate system. An area (for ex-
ample the operating area) in which the positions of mark-
er devices ml, ..., m5 can be expected is divided into grid
zones A1, ..., A6; ....; F1, ..., F6. Preferably, the grid zone
and/or grid volume in which the positions of the marker
devices lie are determined. The grid zones in the example
shown are square, but any other (planar) geometries
such as triangles or higher-order polygons are also con-
ceivable. The grid shown in Figure 3 is arranged in a two-
dimensional geometry. However, a three-dimensional
geometry (i.e. a spatial grid) can also be used in accord-
ance with the invention. In the case of a three-dimension-
al geometry, the grid zones can therefore also be formed
by three-dimensional zones, in particular volumetric
zones. The faces of such volumes can be formed by pla-
nar geometries such as those used in the two-dimension-
al grid zones described before. The volumes therefore
preferably display a polyhedral geometry. The grid can
be regular or irregular, i.e. can exhibit regular (in partic-
ular consistent) or irregular (in particular inconsistent)
spacing between nodes. Boundaries between grid zones
and/or grid volumes can be assigned as part of one con-
tiguous grid zone and/or grid volume or at least two con-
tiguous grid zones and/or grid volumes. If the marker
data describe a position of a marker device on an inter-
section of boundaries, in particular at the corner (specif-
ically, a corner boundary) of a grid zone and/or grid vol-
ume, the position can be determined to be lying in any
one of the contiguous grid zones and/or grid volumes or
in one or more specific contiguous grid zones and/or grid
volumes of the contiguous grid zones and/or grid vol-
umes.
[0073] The grid can be used to determine a pattern of
positions of the marker devices m1, ..., m5. Such a pat-
tern can for example be formed by a detected movement
of the marker m2 in a direction from grid zone C4 to grid
zone C5, i.e. across an in particular shared boundary
between preferably two grid zones. This movement of
the marker device m2 can be determined by first meas-
uring its position in grid zone C4 and subsequently meas-
uring the position of the marker device m2 in grid zone
C5. An instruction pattern can be defined such that only
the determined pattern of one marker device, for example
the marker device m2, causes a control statement to be
executed. Alternatively or additionally, another position
pattern of a different marker device can be required in
order to meet the conditions defined by an instruction
pattern. For example, a movement of the marker device
m3 across the boundary between grid zones E2 and E1
at the same time as the movement of the marker device
m2 can represent a condition of the instruction pattern.

However, the movement of the two marker devices m2,
m3 can also occur at different points in time (i.e. tempo-
rally offset); in particular, the movements of the two mark-
er devices m2, m3 can be offset in time such that the
movement of one marker device has in particular been
completed before the movement of the other marker de-
vice commences. The instruction pattern described can
be further enhanced and/or limited by additional condi-
tions for a synchronous or temporally offset position pat-
tern of other marker devices, for example by setting a
condition for the marker device m1 to be at rest, in par-
ticular for the marker device m1 to be at rest in a defined
grid zone such as for example zone A2 (i.e. for the marker
device m1 to maintain its position within and/or at the
boundaries of grid zone A2).
[0074] Additional or alternative conditions in accord-
ance with this embodiment for determining an instruction
pattern can for example relate to a distance between two
marker devices. The number of grid zones lying between
the grid zones occupied by for example two specific mark-
er devices can for example be used to determine a con-
dition of an instruction pattern. In the example shown,
the two grid zones B3 and C4 lying diagonally between
the positions of the marker devices m1 and m5 in grid
zones A2 and D5, respectively, can be used to determine
the distance between the marker devices m1 and m5.
[0075] As another example of an alternative or addi-
tional condition, a trajectory of the marker device m5, in
particular a translational movement along a predefined
path, can be used to define an instruction pattern or part
of an instruction pattern.
[0076] Conditions of an instruction pattern can also be
defined by a marker device being located in specific grid
zones or performing a movement between specific (i.e.
preferably predetermined) grid zones and in particular
starting its movement in a defined grid zone and finishing
its movement in another defined grid zone. Such a pattern
is shown for the movement of the marker device m4 from
grid zone C2 to grid zone D3. This pattern can be path-
dependent, i.e. in particular if the condition specifies a
path through other grid zones which the marker device
m4 passes through between leaving its position in grid
zone C2 (indicated in Figure 3 as the marker device m4)
and arriving at the position in grid zone D3 (indicated in
Figure 3 as the marker device m4’). For example, it is
possible for this movement to pass through grid zone C3,
as shown by the dashed arrow in Figure 3. However, it
is also possible to use only the start and finish grid zones,
in particular if the marker device m4 moves diagonally
between grid zones C2 and D3, crossing the shared cor-
ner boundary, as indicated by the solid arrow in Figure 3.
[0077] The geometry of the grid used is preferably
stored in a look-up table which is used by the navigation
system. This grid is then preferably referenced (i.e. in a
fixed and known geometric relationship) to the reference
system used for determining the positions of the marker
device or devices. This embodiment thus has the advan-
tage that even a pattern derived from the positions of
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only one marker device can be used to define an instruc-
tion pattern. However, it is preferable to use the position
patterns of at least two marker devices to define an in-
struction pattern. This has the advantage that the instruc-
tion will be situation-dependent and reliably detectable
and that a multitude of instruction patterns can be defined
in a similar way to the multitude of commands which are
commonly given to a navigation system in order to per-
form the method of the invention. In particular, this also
allows a condition for a relative spatial arrangement
and/or a change of the relative spatial arrangement of
the marker devices m1, ..., m5 to be applied. This spatial
arrangement and/or changes to it in particular reflect the
situation in an operating theatre.
[0078] Preferably, the condition data include not only
the spatial arrangement of the marker devices and/or
changes to it but also identity data, such that the number
of possible instruction patterns is increased. The marker
devices m1, ..., m5 can for example each be of a different
type. The positions of the markers which are respectively
attached to each of the marker devices m1, ..., m5 are
in particular unique to the marker device in question and
can thus be distinguished from one another. These dis-
tinguishable marker devices m1, ..., m5 are preferably
attached to objects such as medical instruments and/or
parts of the body, in order to be able to distinguish be-
tween these objects and to ascertain the type of object
which is present in and/or absent from a grid zone and/or
grid volume. One of the distinguishable marker devices
m1, ..., m5 can for example be attached to a pointer 5.
Thus, the conditions for a detected pattern to be an in-
struction pattern can be based not only on the positions
of the marker devices m1, ..., m5 but also on the type of
marker devices m1, ..., m5 occupying the detected posi-
tion.
[0079] This embodiment also has the advantage that
it is possible to determine the number and/or type of the
marker devices m1, ..., m5 which are present in a partic-
ular grid zone and/or grid volume (or a predetermined
area and/or volume comprising a plurality of in particular
at least two grid zones and/or grid volumes). It is thus
also possible to determine the presence and/or absence
of certain objects in such a grid zone and/or grid volume
or predetermined area and/or volume, using marker iden-
tity data. A corresponding indication signal (for example,
a visual and/or acoustic signal) can also be outputted to
the user in order to notify the user of such a determination
result. This signal can be outputted by the indication de-
vice of the navigation system.
[0080] The commands to be issued by the surgical nav-
igation system when an instruction pattern has been de-
termined can relate to a change in the graphic represen-
tation, as described above. However, commands relating
to commencing a drilling process or operating a light
switch in order to illuminate for example the site of oper-
ation are also possible within the scope of the invention.
[0081] Figure 4 shows a flow diagram which illustrates
an embodiment of the data processing method in accord-

ance with the invention. In step S1, the data processing
method is initiated, for example by triggering a corre-
sponding procedure and/or program on the computer of
the navigation system 1. In step S2, a timer (for example,
an internal clock of the computer) is started in order to
count the length of time which passes while the data
processing method is performed. In step S3, the method
continues by detecting a first relative position of at least
two marker devices (for example, the marker devices 5,
6, 7 from the embodiment of Figure 1 or the marker de-
vices m1, ..., m5 from the embodiment of Figure 3) and
thus generating corresponding marker data. The marker
data can be detected using a navigation system 1 as
described for the embodiments of Figures 1 and 3. Sub-
sequently, in step S4, a second relative position of the
at least two marker devices is detected, and correspond-
ing marker data are generated (for example by the com-
puter 4). In step S5, the sequence of first and second
relative positions is evaluated on the basis of the marker
data generated (preferably in the order in which the rel-
ative positions were detected) as to whether it corre-
sponds and/or is equal to a predefined instruction pattern
defined by the condition data. To this end, a number of
instruction patterns are preferably predetermined and
stored in a look-up table on the hard disc 11 of the nav-
igation system 1, in order to be read off and compared
with the sequence of detected relative positions. If it is
determined in step S5 that the sequence of relative po-
sitions is not equal to an instruction pattern (i.e. the result
in step S5 is "no"), the method returns to step S3 and
again starts to detect relative positions. If it is determined
in step S5 that the sequence of relative positions is equal
to an instruction pattern (i.e. the result in step S5 is "yes"),
the time which passed between detecting the first relative
position and detecting the second relative position is
counted on the basis of the marker data; in particular,
the length of time which passed between the two detec-
tions (the time interval between steps S3 and S4) is
counted. Step S7 then continues the method by evalu-
ating whether the time counted in step S6 fulfils a prede-
termined condition which can be part of a time-dependent
pattern of relative positions and which is defined by the
condition data. If the time counted in step S6 is combined
with information on a distance between the relative po-
sitions ascertained in steps S3 and S4 (which is in par-
ticular possible if a third reference position is deter-
mined), a pattern of motion states can be ascertained in
step S7, resulting in a comparison of velocity values,
which are preferably determined (i.e. calculated) on the
basis of the marker data, with predetermined velocity val-
ues which are included in the condition data and advan-
tageously stored in a look-up table on the hard disc 11
of the navigation system 1. The predetermined temporal
condition used in step S7 can however also be a prede-
termined time interval which the time counted in step S6
should not exceed. If the temporal condition is not fulfilled,
the method in accordance with the invention returns to
step S3 and again starts to detect first relative positions.
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If the temporal condition is fulfilled, the method proceeds
to step S8. Step S8 relates to controlling a control flow
by executing a control flow statement. In the example of
Figure 5, step S8 comprises the action of controlling the
operating room (OR) lighting, in particular operating the
lighting such as switching it on or off or dimming it. In the
subsequent method step S9, an evaluation is made as
to whether the end of the procedure (i.e. the method in
accordance with the invention) has been reached, for
example by a user entering a manual command to exit
the method. If the end of the procedure has been
reached, the method in accordance with the invention is
exited in step S10. If it is determined in step S9 that the
end of the procedure has not been reached, the method
in accordance with the invention returns to step S3 and
again starts to detect first relative positions.
[0082] The time which elapses while the method in ac-
cordance with the invention is performed is measured by
starting the timer in method step S2. This can be used
as an absolute time measure - for example, points in time
and/or time intervals can be determined in step S6 by
considering individual time stamps associated with per-
forming steps S3 and S4, in particular in order to calculate
a time interval (which can preferably be calculated by
subtracting the value of the time stamp for step S4 from
the value of the time stamp for step S3).
[0083] Figure 5 shows a reference array 100 which rep-
resents an example of a marker device. The reference
array 100 comprises three marker spheres 110, 120 and
130 at the end of three arms 112, 122 and 132, respec-
tively. The arms 112, 122 and 132 are fixed to a shaft
102 of the reference array 100. The arms 112, 122 and
132 divide the space around the reference array 100 into
regions I, II and III. The regions can be defined with re-
spect to the position of the marker device 100. In the
embodiment shown in Figure 5, the regions can in par-
ticular be defined with respect to the centre position 140
at which the three arms 112, 122 and 132 are fixed to-
gether. The regions I, II, III can be defined within a sphere
around the centre position 140. This sphere can exhibit
a radius which corresponds to the length of one of the
arms 112, 122 and 132. Moreover, the region I can be
defined to include points which are closer to the arms
112 and 122 than to the arm 132. Correspondingly, the
region II can be defined to include points which are closer
to the arms 122 and 132 than to the arm 112. Finally, the
region III can be defined to include points which are closer
to the arms 112 and 132 than to the arm 122. In this way,
the three regions I, II and III are defined, on the basis of
the position of the arms 112, 122 and 132, within the
aforementioned sphere which is defined by the centre
position 140.
[0084] In accordance with another embodiment, the
part of the surface of the arm 112 which is close to the
region I is given a particular colour, for instance yellow.
The same colour is given to the part of the surface of the
arm 122 which is close to the same region, i.e. region I.
Another colour, for instance green, is given to the part of

the surface of the arm 122 which is close to the region
II. The same colour is preferably given to the part of the
surface of the arm 132 which is close to the region II. Yet
another colour, for instance red, is given to the part of
the surface of the arm 132 which is close to the region
III. The same colour is preferably given to the surface of
the part of the arm 112 which is close to the region III. In
this way, it is obvious to a user that a particular colour
has been given to each of the regions I (yellow), II (green)
and III (red), respectively.
[0085] An instrument 200 is preferably provided which
comprises a rod-shaped part 202 to which marker
spheres 210 and 220 are attached. In accordance with
this particular embodiment, the marker sphere 210 is a
marker which represents a marker device in its own right.
[0086] In accordance with one embodiment, the con-
dition for the spatial arrangement of a marker device is
that the marker device is within one of the regions I, II or
III. The marker device can for example consist of only
one marker sphere 210 or can for example include both
the marker spheres 210 and 220. In accordance with
another alternative embodiment, the marker device can
also be the instrument 200, and the condition can be that
the instrument 200 is within one of the regions I, II, and
III. The presence or absence of a marker device in a
region can be defined to the effect that it is completely
or only partly in said region. In the example shown in
Figure 5, the marker device 200 is only partly in the region
I, while the marker device 210 is completely within the
region I.
[0087] In the example shown in Figure 5, the marker
data describe a situation in which the aforementioned
condition is fulfilled, i.e. the marker device 210 is within
the region I. Thus, the control flow will be controlled in
accordance with a control flow statement which is de-
pendent on this condition having been met.
[0088] It is of course advantageous for the user to know
the type of control flow statement which is dependent on
one of the conditions being met. In other words, it is ad-
vantageous for the user to know the type of control flow
statement which is executed if for example the user en-
ters one of the regions I, II or III with the marker device
210. To this end, a display is preferably provided (for
instance, the monitor 7 of Figure 1). This display, which
is in particular a GUI, displays a "next" button, preferably
in green or with a green outline, a "back" button in red
and a "screenshot" button in yellow. The user then knows
that moving the instrument 200 between the yellow-
marked part of the arms 112 and 122 will result in a
screenshot. The screenshot represents a control flow
statement for storing the current image content of the
screen which in particular shows the location of the in-
strument 200 relative to a patient or part 300 of the pa-
tient’s body such as for example the bone structure 300
in Figure 5. In this way, it is possible to document the
surgical operation without touching a screen or keyboard.
[0089] As mentioned above, either one marker sphere
alone or several marker spheres, attached for example
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to a handle, can be used in order to select a control flow
statement. In the above example, the instrument 200 was
used. This has the advantage that no additional tool is
required in order for the surgeon to select the control flow
statement. In particular, there is no need to calibrate an
additional instrument or tool.
[0090] Additional examples of control flow statements,
in particular for a sequence of control flow statements
which can be initiated using the present invention, are
discussed below.
[0091] A control flow statement can for example cor-
respond to selecting another control flow statement (in
particular an instruction, such as in particular an action)
which is to be performed when another control flow state-
ment, which corresponds to triggering the instruction, in
particular an action, is subsequently initiated. An exam-
ple of an action would then for example be the aforemen-
tioned screenshot or a zooming-in or zooming-out action.
[0092] Figure 7 shows another example of a display 7.
A marker device, for instance the reference star 400, is
attached to the display 7. The relative position between
the reference star 400 and the display 7 is stored in the
computer of the navigation system. Thus, if a user ap-
proaches the display 7 with the instrument 200, the nav-
igation system can for example calculate whether the
instrument 200 is close to the left-hand side or the right-
hand side of the display 7. A condition is then preferably
defined on the basis of a distance between the instrument
200 and the left-hand side or the right-hand side of the
display 7. If the instrument 200 is within said distance,
this initiates a control flow statement. In the example
shown in Figure 6, approaching the left half of the display
7 causes another control flow statement, entitled "de-
layed multiple screenshot", to be selected. It is of course
equally possible, in accordance with an alternative em-
bodiment, to use a keyboard or to press a button on a
display in order to select this control flow statement. The
user can then move the instrument to several points of
interest and keep the instrument still for a certain length
of time, since the condition data preferably specify that
a marker device, in particular the specified marker device
200, has to be within a region (for example, close to the
point of interest such as for example a patient’s bone)
for a predetermined length of time in order to trigger the
selected control flow statement. Thus, if the user for ex-
ample holds the instrument 200 close to the bone struc-
ture (to which a marker device is also attached) for the
predetermined length of time, then said other control flow
statement is triggered. Since the control flow statement
"delayed multiple screenshot" had been selected before-
hand, holding the instrument close to the bone triggers
the screenshot. Thus, a sequence of control flow state-
ments (such as for example selecting and triggering) can
be initiated using the marker devices in accordance with
the invention. In accordance with another embodiment,
a control flow statement is executed - for example, a
screenshot is taken - if the marker device 200 is kept still
within a predefined region which in particular includes

the patient. The screenshot in particular shows the loca-
tion of the marker device relative to the patient and is in
particular matched with analysis data of the patient such
as CTs or MRTs, as is usual in computer-assisted sur-
gery.
[0093] Once the screenshots have been taken, the sur-
geon can deactivate the "delayed multiple screenshot"
button, for instance by again approaching the left-hand
side of the display 7 with the instrument 200. Alternative-
ly, a "delayed single screenshot" button can be activated
in order to take a single screenshot only, wherein this
button is automatically deactivated again once the single
screenshot has been taken.
[0094] In accordance with another embodiment, a con-
dition (an instruction pattern) specifies that the user
keeps the instrument still within a region (for example, at
a point of interest) for a certain length of time. The marker
data indicate that the instrument has been kept still for a
certain length of time. If the marker data are compared
to the condition data, then the condition of being at rest
in a particular region for a predetermined length of time
is met if the length of time indicated by the marker data
is equal to or longer than the predetermined length of
time. A control flow statement is then initiated, which for
instance causes the current tracking positions and any
other important information to be stored. The aforemen-
tioned region can in particular be identical to the region
which can be observed by the navigation system or can
be restricted to regions which are close to and/or include
particular parts of the patient’s body. Once initiated, the
control flow statement thus preferably causes the posi-
tion and in particular the path of the instrument to be
stored. The user can then preferably be guided by initi-
ating the "delayed freeze mode" by approaching the right-
hand side of the display 7 with the instrument 200. Spe-
cifically, the control flow statement referred to as "delayed
freeze mode" causes the user to be provided with signal-
guidance information for moving the instrument to the
same location at which the user held the instrument 200
for said certain length of time beforehand. In brain surgery
in particular, this can be advantageous when following
at least parts of exactly the same path as is being sig-
nalled to the user, for example via the display.
[0095] Features of different embodiments of the inven-
tion as described above can be combined with one an-
other, providing such combinations are technically expe-
dient and feasible.

Claims

1. A data processing method for use with a navigation
system usable in computer-assisted surgery, com-
prising the following steps:

a) providing marker data which describe a tem-
poral and/or spatial pattern of positions of a sin-
gle marker device (5, 6, 7);
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b) providing condition data which describe a pre-
determined condition for the temporal and/or
spatial pattern of positions of said single marker
device (5, 6, 7), the pattern for which the condi-
tion is described being an instruction pattern for
generating an instruction to the navigation sys-
tem; and
c) controlling a control flow of the data process-
ing method on the basis of the marker data and
the condition data by comparing the temporal
and/or spatial pattern described by the marker
data to the condition described by the condition
data to determine whether the temporal and/or
spatial pattern described by the marker data ful-
fils the condition, the control flow being an order
in which statements are executed by a computer
of the navigation system,

characterised in that
the condition data comprise a condition for the pres-
ence or absence of the marker device (5, 6, 7) in a
spatial region,
wherein the instruction to the navigation system is
generated if comparing the temporal and/or spatial
pattern described by the marker data to the condition
described by the condition data results in that the
temporal and/or spatial pattern described by the
marker data fulfils the condition.

2. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the condition data de-
scribe a condition for the spatial arrangement of the
marker device (5, 6, 7), which condition includes a
condition for the motion state of the marker device,
said motion state including at least one of the follow-
ing: velocity; acceleration; direction of velocity of the
marker device (5, 6, 7); and remaining in a static
status for a predetermined length of time.

3. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the condition data
comprise a time-dependent condition.

4. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the condition data
comprise a condition for the identity of the marker
device (5, 6, 7).

5. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the condition data
comprise a condition for a sequence of positions of
the marker device (5, 6, 7) and/or in that a condition
for controlling the control flow is the control flow his-
tory.

6. The method according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that controlling the control
flow involves determining a control flow statement

depending on whether the marker data meet the con-
dition defined by the condition data and in accord-
ance with respective assignments between a plural-
ity of different conditions and a plurality of different
control flow statements.

7. A method for use in computer-assisted surgery com-
prising the data processing method of one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the marker data are provided
by the following steps:

detecting the spatial arrangement of the marker
device (5, 6, 7) by means of a marker detection
device, and
generating the marker data based on the detec-
tion.

8. A program storage medium (11) on which a program
is stored which, when running on a computer (4) or
when loaded onto a computer (4), causes the com-
puter (4) to perform the method according to any one
of the preceding claims.

9. A computer (4) operatively coupled to the program
storage medium of the preceding claim for execution
of the program stored on the program storage me-
dium of claim 8.

10. A navigation system for computer-assisted surgery,
comprising:

a detection device (3) for detecting the position
of a single marker device (5, 6, 7); and
the computer of the preceding claim.

Patentansprüche

1. Datenverarbeitungsverfahren zur Verwendung mit
einem in computergestützter Chirurgie verwendba-
ren Navigationssystem, enthaltend die folgenden
Schritte:

a) Bereitstellen von Markerdaten, die ein zeitli-
ches und/oder räumliches Muster von Positio-
nen einer einzigen Markereinrichtung (5, 6, 7)
beschreiben;
b) Bereitstellen von Bedingungsdaten, die eine
vorbestimmte Bedingung für das zeitliche
und/oder räumliche Muster von Positionen der
einzigen Markereinrichtung (5, 6, 7) beschrei-
ben, wobei das Muster, für das die Bedingung
beschrieben wird, ein Anweisungsmuster zum
Erzeugen einer Anweisung für das Navigations-
system ist; und
c) Steuern eines Steuerflusses des Datenverar-
beitungsverfahrens auf Grundlage der Marker-
daten und der Bedingungsdaten durch Verglei-
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chen des zeitlichen und/oder räumlichen Mus-
ters, das von den Markerdaten beschrieben
wird, mit der Bedingung, die von den Bedin-
gungsdaten beschrieben wird, um zu bestim-
men, ob das zeitliche und/oder räumliche Mus-
ter, das von den Markerdaten beschrieben wird,
die Bedingung erfüllt, wobei der Steuerfluss eine
Reihenfolge ist, in der Anweisungen von einem
Computer des Navigationssystems ausgeführt
werden,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Bedingungsdaten eine Bedingung für das Vor-
handensein oder die Abwesenheit der Markerein-
richtung (5, 6, 7) in einer räumlichen Region enthal-
ten,
wobei die Anweisung an das Navigationssystem er-
zeugt wird, wenn der Vergleich von den Markerdaten
beschriebenen zeitlichen und/oder räumlichen Mus-
ters mit der von den Bedingungsdaten beschriebe-
nen Bedingung ergibt, dass das von den Markerda-
ten beschriebene zeitliche und/oder räumliche Mus-
ter die Bedingung erfüllt.

2. Verfahren gemäß irgendeinem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die
Bedingungsdaten eine Bedingung für die räumliche
Anordnung der Markereinrichtung (5, 6, 7) beschrei-
ben, wobei die Bedingung eine Bedingung für den
Bewegungszustand der Markereinrichtung enthält,
wobei der Bewegungszustand wenigstens eines der
folgenden enthält: Geschwindigkeit; Beschleuni-
gung; Richtung der Geschwindigkeit der Markerein-
richtung (5, 6, 7); und Verharren in einem statischen
Zustand für eine vorbestimmte Zeitdauer.

3. Verfahren gemäß irgendeinem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die
Bedingungsdaten eine zeitabhängige Bedingung
enthalten.

4. Verfahren gemäß irgendeinem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die
Bedingungsdaten eine Bedingung für die Identität
der Markereinrichtung (5, 6, 7) enthalten.

5. Verfahren gemäß irgendeinem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die
Bedingungsdaten eine Bedingung für eine Sequenz
von Positionen der Markereinrichtung (5, 6, 7) ent-
halten und/oder dass eine Bedingung zum Steuern
des Steuerflusses die Steuerflusshistorie ist.

6. Verfahren gemäß irgendeinem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das
Steuern des Steuerflusses enthält, das eine Steuer-
flussanweisung abhängig davon, ob die Markerda-
ten die von den Bedingungsdaten definierte Bedin-

gung erfüllen, und entsprechend jeweiliger Zuord-
nungen zwischen einer Mehrzahl verschiedener Be-
dingungen und einer Mehrzahl verschiedener Steu-
erflussanweisungen bestimmt wird.

7. Verfahren zur Verwendung in computergestützter
Chirurgie, enthaltend das Datenverarbeitungsver-
fahren gemäß einem der vorherigen Ansprüche, wo-
bei die Markerdaten durch die folgenden Schritte be-
reitgestellt werden:

Detektieren der räumlichen Anordnung der Mar-
kereinrichtung (5, 6, 7) mittels einer Markerde-
tektionseinrichtung und
Erzeugen der Markerdaten basierend auf der
Detektion.

8. Programmspeichermedium (11), auf dem ein Pro-
gramm gespeichert ist, das, wenn es auf einem
Computer (4) läuft oder auf einen Computer (4) ge-
laden wird, den Computer (4) dazu veranlasst, das
Verfahren gemäß irgendeinem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche auszuführen.

9. Computer (4), der betriebsmäßig mit dem Pro-
grammspeichermedium des vorhergehenden An-
spruchs zur Ausführung des auf dem Programm-
speichermedium gemäß Anspruch 8 gespeicherten
Programms gekoppelt ist.

10. Navigationssystem für computergestützte Chirurgie,
enthaltend:

eine Detektionseinrichtung (3) zum Detektieren
der Position einer einzigen Markereinrichtung
(5, 6, 7);
und den Computer gemäß dem vorhergehen-
den Anspruch.

Revendications

1. Procédé de traitement des données pour l’utilisation
avec un système de navigation utilisable dans la chi-
rurgie assistée par ordinateur, comprenant les éta-
pes suivantes:

a) fournir des donnés de marqueurs décrivant
un motif de positions temporel et/ou spatial d’un
seul dispositif marqueur (5, 6, 7);
b) fournir des données de condition décrivant
une condition prédéterminée pour le motif de
positions temporel et/ou spatial du seul dispositif
marqueur (5, 6, 7), le motif, pour lequel la con-
dition est décrite, étant un motif d’instruction
pour générer une instruction pour le système de
navigation; et
c) contrôler un flux de contrôle du procédé de

37 38 



EP 2 547 278 B1

21

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

traitement des données basé sur les données
de marqueurs et les données de condition par
comparaison du motif temporel et/ou spatial dé-
crit par les données de marqueurs avec la con-
dition décrite par les données de condition pour
déterminer si le motif temporel et/ou spatial dé-
crit par les données de marqueurs satisfait la
condition, le flux de contrôle étant une séquen-
ce, dans laquelle déclarations sont exécutées
par un ordinateur du système de navigation,

caractérisé en ce que
les données de condition comprennent une condi-
tion pour la présence ou absence du dispositif mar-
queur (5, 6, 7) dans une région spatiale,
où l’instruction pour le système de navigation est gé-
nérée si la comparaison du motif temporel et/ou spa-
tial décrit par les données de marqueurs avec la con-
dition décrite par les données de condition révèle
que le motif temporel et/ou spatial décrit par les don-
nées de marqueurs satisfait la condition.

2. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que les données
de condition décrivent une condition pour l’arrange-
ment spatial du dispositif marqueur (5, 6, 7), la con-
dition comprenant une condition pour l’état de mou-
vement du dispositif marqueur, l’état de mouvement
comprenant au moins une des suivantes: vélocité;
accélération; direction de vélocité du dispositif mar-
queur (5, 6, 7); et restant dans un état statique pour
une longueur de temps prédéterminée.

3. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que les données
de condition comprennent une condition en fonction
du temps.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que les données
de condition comprennent une condition pour l’iden-
tité du dispositif marqueur (5, 6, 7).

5. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que les données
de condition comprennent une condition pour une
séquence de positions du dispositif marqueur (5, 6,
7) et/ou qu’une condition pour contrôler le flux de
contrôle est la histoire de flux de contrôle.

6. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que le contrôle du
flux de contrôle comprend la détermination d’une dé-
claration de flux de contrôle selon que les données
de marqueurs satisfont la condition définie par les
données de condition et selon allocations respecti-
ves entre une pluralité de conditions différentes et
une pluralité de déclarations de flux de contrôle dif-

férentes.

7. Procédé pour l’utilisation dans la chirurgie assistée
par ordinateur comprenant le procédé de traitement
des données selon l’une des revendications précé-
dentes, dans lequel les données de marqueurs sont
fournies par les étapes suivantes:

détecter l’arrangement spatial du dispositif mar-
queur (5, 6, 7) au moyen d’un dispositif de dé-
tection de marqueur, et
générer les données de marqueurs basé sur la
détection.

8. Moyen de stockage d’un programme (11), sur lequel
un programme est stocké, qui, s’il est exécuté sur
un ordinateur (4) ou est chargé sur un ordinateur (4),
fait l’ordinateur (4) exécuter le procédé selon l’une
des revendications précédentes.

9. Ordinateur (4) couplé opérationnellement à un
moyen de stockage de programme de la revendica-
tion précédente pour l’exécution du programme
stocké sur le moyen de stockage de programme de
la revendication 8.

10. Système de navigation pour la chirurgie assistée par
ordinateur comprenant:

un dispositif de détection (3) pour détecter la
position d’un seul dispositif marquer (5, 6, 7); et
l’ordinateur de la revendication précédente.
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