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(54) ENDOSCOPE REPROCESSOR

(57) An endoscope reprocessor includes: an endo-
scope housing portion 4; a medicinal solution tank 58 in
which a medicinal solution M is stored; a medicinal so-
lution transfer portion 65 that transfers the medicinal so-
lution M from the medicinal solution tank 58 to the endo-
scope housing portion 4; a comparison portion 75 that
compares the concentration of the medicinal solution M
and a first reference concentration; a first adjustment por-
tion 73 that increases a reaction rate of the medicinal
solution M; and a control portion 70 to which the com-
parison portion 75 and the first adjustment portion 73 are
connected, and which drives the first adjustment portion
73 in a case where the comparison portion 75 determines
that the concentration of the medicinal solution M is lower
than the first reference concentration.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an endoscope
reprocessor having an endoscope housing portion in
which an endoscope is housed and in which the endo-
scope is immersed in a medicinal solution.

Background Art

[0002] Medicinal solution treatment of an endoscope
using an endoscope reprocessor is performed by sup-
plying a medicinal solution that is stored in a medicinal
solution tank to an endoscope housing portion through
a medicinal solution conduit accompanying driving of a
medicinal solution transfer portion, so that an endoscope
comes in contact with the medicinal solution at a preset
temperature and for a predetermined time period in the
endoscope housing portion.
[0003] Controlling the concentration of the medicinal
solution so that the medicinal efficacy is not lowered is
important to reliably perform medicinal solution treatment
of an endoscope. The reason is because there are some
medicinal solutions for which the concentration decreas-
es from an initial concentration due to repeated use or
natural deterioration. Hence, checking of the medicinal
solution concentration is generally performed each time
a medicinal solution treatment process is performed on
an endoscope.
[0004] Various techniques are known for checking a
medicinal solution concentration. Examples of such tech-
niques include techniques that check whether the con-
centration of a medicinal solution is equal to or greater
than an effective concentration by sampling a medicinal
solution from a medicinal solution sampling port provided
at a position partway along the medicinal solution con-
duit, and then immersing a test paper in the medicinal
solution and observing a change in the color of the test
paper, or by coloring the medicinal solution after sam-
pling, and measuring the transmittance of light according
to the shading of the color using an absorptiometer to
convert the concentration of the medicinal solution into
a numerical value.
[0005] Further, in Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open Publication No. 2010-57792, an endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus is disclosed that, by providing
a medicinal solution concentration sensor in a medicinal
solution tank, can automatically check whether the con-
centration of a medicinal solution is equal to or greater
than an effective concentration without separately sam-
pling the medicinal solution.
[0006] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publi-
cation No. 2010-57792 also discloses a configuration
that, in a case where a medicinal solution concentration
that is detected by the concentration sensor is less than
an effective concentration lower limit, locks a top cover
of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting to prevent an en-

doscope that was subjected to medicinal solution treat-
ment by a medicinal solution whose concentration is less
than the effective concentration lower limit being taken
out from the endoscope housing portion, and urges the
operator to replace the medicinal solution.
[0007] In this case, when the concentration of a me-
dicinal solution is less than the effective concentration,
the necessity arises to extract the medicinal solution that
is inside the medicinal solution tank and replace the me-
dicinal solution with new medicinal solution. Consequent-
ly, while the medicinal solution is being replaced, it is not
possible to continue to perform medicinal solution treat-
ment process using the endoscope reprocessor and thus
it is necessary to stop the endoscope reprocessor.
[0008] However, for example, in a case where there
are a large number of endoscopes to undergo medicinal
solution treatment, in some cases the medicinal solution
concentration becomes less than the effective concen-
tration lower limit before a number of medicinal solution
treatments that is a favorable number from the user’s
viewpoint have been performed.
[0009] In such a case, as described above, because
the endoscope reprocessor must be stopped, there is a
problem that the time required for the medicinal solution
treatment process increases by a corresponding amount,
which affects the schedules for examination and treat-
ment using the endoscopes after the medicinal solution
treatment.
[0010] An object of the present invention is to provide
an endoscope reprocessor having a configuration that,
even in a case where the concentration of a medicinal
solution is less than an effective concentration lower limit,
can be temporarily used for medicinal solution treatment
of an endoscope without lowering the medicinal efficacy.

Disclosure of Invention

Means for Solving the Problem

[0011] An endoscope reprocessor according to one
aspect of the present invention includes: an endoscope
housing portion in which an endoscope is housed; a me-
dicinal solution tank that is communicated with the en-
doscope housing portion and in which a medicinal solu-
tion is stored; a medicinal solution transfer portion that
transfers the medicinal solution from the medicinal solu-
tion tank to the endoscope housing portion; a comparison
portion that compares a concentration of the medicinal
solution and a first reference concentration; a first adjust-
ment portion that increases a reaction rate of the medic-
inal solution; and a control portion to which the compar-
ison portion and the first adjustment portion are connect-
ed, and which drives the first adjustment portion in a case
where the comparison portion determines that the con-
centration of the medicinal solution is lower than the first
reference concentration.
[0012] An endoscope reprocessor according to anoth-
er aspect of the present invention includes: an endo-
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scope housing portion in which an endoscope is housed
for causing a medicinal solution to come in contact with
the endoscope; a medicinal solution tank that is commu-
nicated with the endoscope housing portion and in which
the medicinal solution is stored; a medicinal solution
transfer portion that transfers the medicinal solution from
the medicinal solution tank to the endoscope housing
portion; a comparison portion that compares a concen-
tration of the medicinal solution and a first reference con-
centration; a second adjustment portion that adjusts a
contact time period of the medicinal solution with respect
to the endoscope; and a control portion to which the com-
parison portion and the second adjustment portion are
connected, and which drives the second adjustment por-
tion to extend the contact time period by a predetermined
time period in a case where the comparison portion de-
termines that the concentration of the medicinal solution
is lower than the first reference concentration.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013]

Fig. 1 is a view that schematically illustrates the con-
figuration of an endoscope cleaning/disinfecting ap-
paratus of a first embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a chart showing disinfecting parameters that
are stored in a storage portion of the endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating various kinds of driv-
ing control executed by a control portion when de-
tecting a concentration of a disinfectant solution in
the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus
shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 is a view that schematically illustrates a mod-
ification of the configuration of the endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus in which detection of the
concentration of a disinfectant solution is performed
by an external apparatus, and a detected concen-
tration is inputted to a comparison portion from the
external apparatus;
Fig. 5 is a view illustrating one example of the exter-
nal apparatus shown in Fig. 4, together with a re-
ceiving portion of the endoscope cleaning/disinfect-
ing apparatus;
Fig. 6 is a view that schematically illustrates a mod-
ification with respect to the endoscope cleaning/dis-
infecting apparatus shown in Fig. 1, in which an in-
ternal pressure regulating valve is provided in a me-
dicinal solution conduit;
Fig. 7 is a chart showing disinfecting parameters that
are stored in a storage portion of the endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus shown in Fig. 6;
Fig. 8 is a view that schematically illustrates a state
in which a valve element of a discharge port shown
in Fig. 6 is closed and an internal pressure regulating
valve is opened, and a medicinal solution transfer
portion is driven to supply a medicinal solution to an

endoscope housing portion up to a first water level;
Fig. 9 is a view that schematically illustrates a state
in which a valve element of a discharge port shown
in Fig. 8 is opened and an internal pressure regulat-
ing valve is closed, and a medicinal solution transfer
portion is driven to lower the amount of medicinal
solution in the endoscope housing portion to a sec-
ond water level and depressurize the inside of the
endoscope housing portion;
Fig. 10 is a view that schematically illustrates a mod-
ification with respect to the endoscope cleaning/dis-
infecting apparatus shown in Fig. 1, in which a first
adjustment portion is constituted by a vibration por-
tion;
Fig. 11 is a chart showing disinfecting parameters
that are stored in a storage portion of the endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus shown in Fig. 10;
Fig. 12 is a chart showing disinfecting parameters
that are stored in a storage portion of an endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of a second embod-
iment;
Fig. 13 is a flowchart illustrating various kinds of driv-
ing control executed by a control portion when de-
tecting a concentration of a disinfectant solution in
the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of
the second embodiment;
Fig. 14 is a perspective view of an endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus that illustrates one exam-
ple of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting appara-
tus in Fig. 1 in a state in which a top cover is open
and an endoscope can be housed in a cleaning/dis-
infecting tank;
Fig. 15 is a partial perspective view illustrating a state
in which a disinfectant solution tray shown in Fig. 14
is drawn out and medicinal solution bottles are set
in the disinfectant solution tray; and
Fig. 16 is a view illustrating an example of the internal
configuration of an endoscope cleaning/disinfecting
apparatus.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0014] Embodiments of the present invention are de-
scribed hereunder with reference to the accompanying
drawings. Note that the drawings are schematic ones in
which the relationship between the thickness and width
of each member, the thickness ratios of the respective
members and the like are different from those of actual
members. Naturally, the drawings include portions in
which the dimensional relationships and ratios are differ-
ent from one another among the drawings. The endo-
scope reprocessor of the present invention is an appa-
ratus that performs a regeneration treatment on an en-
doscope. The regeneration treatment referred to here is
not particularly limited, and may be any one of, or a com-
bination of any two or more of, the following: a rinsing
treatment using water, a cleaning treatment that removes
dirt such as organic matter, a disinfecting treatment that
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nullifies predetermined microorganisms, and a steriliza-
tion treatment that eliminates or kills all microorganisms.
Note that the following embodiments are described by
taking an endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus as
an example of the endoscope reprocessor. Further, a
disinfectant solution is taken as an example for describ-
ing a medicinal solution that is used in medicinal solution
treatment of an endoscope in the endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus.

(First Embodiment)

[0015] Fig. 1 is a view that schematically illustrates the
configuration of an endoscope cleaning/disinfecting ap-
paratus of the present embodiment. Fig. 2 is a chart
showing disinfecting parameters stored in a storage por-
tion of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus
shown in Fig. 1.
[0016] As shown in Fig. 1, a principal portion of the
endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 is consti-
tuted by an endoscope housing portion 4, a medicinal
solution tank 58, a medicinal solution transfer portion 65,
a first adjustment portion 73, a concentration detection
portion 74, a control portion 70 including a comparison
portion 75, and a storage portion 79.
[0017] The endoscope housing portion 4 is a portion
in which an endoscope 100 to be treated with a disinfect-
ant solution is housed. In a disinfection process, the en-
doscope 100 is immersed in a disinfectant solution M that
is stored in the endoscope housing portion 4.
[0018] Note that a mixed solution in which peracetic
acid and a buffer agent are mixed that is diluted to a
predetermined initial concentration A ppm with water may
be mentioned as an example of the disinfectant solution
M.
[0019] A known disinfectant solution other than per-
acetic acid can also be applied as the disinfectant solution
M. For example, a solution in which the stock solution
itself is diluted to a predetermined initial concentration A
ppm with water without using a buffer agent may be ap-
plied as the disinfectant solution M, such as a solution
obtained by diluting glutaraldehyde to the predetermined
initial concentration A ppm with water.
[0020] In addition, the disinfectant solution M has a plu-
rality of effective concentration lower limits, and has dis-
infecting parameters with respect to which a disinfecting
effect is confirmed for the respective effective concen-
tration lower limits.
[0021] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 2, the disinfectant
solution M includes first effect parameters and second
effect parameters. The first effect parameters include a
first reference concentration (effective concentration low-
er limit) B ppm that is lower than the initial concentration
A ppm (B<A), a disinfectant solution temperature D°C,
and an immersion time Fmin. The second effect param-
eters include a second reference concentration (effective
concentration lower limit) C ppm that is lower than the
effective concentration lower limit B ppm (C<B), a disin-

fectant solution temperature E°C (E>D), and an immer-
sion time Fmin, and exert a disinfectant solution effect
(medicinal efficacy) that is equal to that of the first effect
parameters.
[0022] Note that the first reference concentration B
ppm is a concentration of the disinfectant solution M that
is taken as the conventional effective concentration lower
limit.
[0023] As described above, the concentration of the
disinfectant solution M decreases accompanying usage
or due to natural deterioration.
[0024] The medicinal solution tank 58 is communicat-
ed with the endoscope housing portion 4 through a me-
dicinal solution recovery conduit 61 and a medicinal so-
lution conduit 64, and the disinfectant solution M is stored
in the medicinal solution tank 58.
[0025] Specifically, the disinfectant solution M diluted
to the initial concentration A ppm with water, that is sup-
plied via a medicinal solution supply conduit 62 (see Fig.
16) from medicinal solution bottles 12a and 12b (both
illustrated in Fig. 15) that are placed in a disinfectant so-
lution tray 12 that is described later, and the disinfectant
solution M having a concentration from the initial concen-
tration A ppm to the second reference concentration C
ppm that is recovered through the medicinal solution re-
covery conduit 61 from the endoscope housing portion
4 are stored.
[0026] The medicinal solution recovery conduit 61 is a
conduit that recovers a medicinal solution from the en-
doscope housing portion 4 to the medicinal solution tank
58 as a result of a valve element 155 of a discharge port
55 provided in the endoscope housing portion 4 being
opened by driving control executed by the control portion
70.
[0027] Note that, when a disinfection process in which
the endoscope 100 is immersed in the disinfectant solu-
tion M in the endoscope housing portion 4 is being per-
formed, the valve element 155 is closed by driving control
executed by the control portion 70.
[0028] The medicinal solution conduit 64 is a conduit
that transfers disinfectant solution M inside the medicinal
solution tank 58 to the endoscope housing portion 4
based on driving of the medicinal solution transfer portion
65.
[0029] The medicinal solution transfer portion 65 is a
portion that, based on driving control executed by the
control portion 70, transfers the disinfectant solution M
from the medicinal solution tank 58 to the endoscope
housing portion 4, and is constituted by, for example, a
pump.
[0030] The first adjustment portion 73 is provided in
the medicinal solution tank 58, and is constituted by a
component that increases the reaction rate of the disin-
fectant solution M based on driving control executed by
the control portion 70. For example, the first adjustment
portion 73 is constituted by a heating portion that increas-
es the medicinal efficacy of the disinfectant solution M
by raising the temperature of the disinfectant solution to
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a predetermined temperature.
[0031] Note that, a configuration may also be adopted
in which the first adjustment portion 73 is provided in the
endoscope housing portion 4, the medicinal solution re-
covery conduit 61, or the medicinal solution conduit 64
or the like, and the present invention is not limited to a
configuration in which the first adjustment portion 73 is
provided in the medicinal solution tank 58. Hereunder, in
the present embodiment, the heating portion is denoted
by reference numeral 73.
[0032] The concentration detection portion 74 is pro-
vided in the medicinal solution tank 58 and connected to
the comparison portion 75, and is constituted by, for ex-
ample, a sensor that detects the concentration of the dis-
infectant solution M. Note that, with respect to the con-
centration detection portion 74 also, a configuration may
be adopted in which the concentration detection portion
74 is provided in the endoscope housing portion 4, the
medicinal solution recovery conduit 61, or the medicinal
solution conduit 64 or the like, and a location at which
the concentration detection portion 74 is provided is not
limited to the medicinal solution tank 58.
[0033] A thermometer 77 that measures the tempera-
ture of the disinfectant solution M is provided in the con-
centration detection portion 74. Note that the thermom-
eter 77 may also be provided separately from the con-
centration detection portion 74.
[0034] The comparison portion 75 is a portion into
which the concentration of the disinfectant solution M is
inputted through the concentration detection portion 74,
and which compares the concentration of the disinfectant
solution M that is detected by the concentration detection
portion 74 with the first reference concentration B and
the second reference concentration C that are illustrated
in Fig. 2. Note that the comparison portion 75 may also
be provided separately from the control portion 70.
[0035] The control portion 70 is a portion that performs
control to open/close the valve element 155 provided in
the discharge port 55, driving control of the medicinal
solution transfer portion 65, driving control of the heating
portion 73, and driving control of a notification portion 78.
The medicinal solution transfer portion 65, the heating
portion 73, the comparison portion 75, the notification
portion 78 and the storage portion 79 are connected to
the control portion 70.
[0036] If the comparison portion 75 determines that the
concentration of the disinfectant solution M is lower than
the first reference concentration B, the control portion 70
executes driving control of the heating portion 73.
[0037] In addition, if the comparison portion 75 deter-
mines that the concentration of the disinfectant solution
M is lower than the second reference concentration C,
the control portion 70 executes driving control of the no-
tification portion 78.
[0038] The notification portion 78 is a portion that no-
tifies a warning to the operator. Note that a sound or a
display using a main operation panel 25 that is described
later (see Fig. 14) or the like may be mentioned as ex-

amples of a warning.
[0039] As shown in Fig. 2, the above described disin-
fecting parameters are stored in the storage portion 79.
[0040] Next, operations in the present embodiment are
described using Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating
various kinds of driving control of the control portion that
are executed when detecting the concentration of a dis-
infectant solution in the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting
apparatus shown in Fig. 1.
[0041] First, when performing disinfecting treatment of
the endoscope 100 that is housed in the endoscope hous-
ing portion 4, as shown in Fig. 3, in step S1 the control
portion 70 detects the concentration of the disinfectant
solution M in the medicinal solution tank 58 using the
concentration detection portion 74.
[0042] Next, in step S2, the control portion 70 calls up
disinfecting parameters from the storage portion 79, and
in step S3 the control portion 70 determines whether the
detected concentration of the disinfectant solution M is
equal to or greater than the first reference concentration
B ppm by performing a comparison using the comparison
portion 75.
[0043] If the detected concentration of the disinfectant
solution M is equal to or greater than the first reference
concentration B ppm, the control portion 70 jumps to step
S8. In step S8, the control portion 70 starts a disinfection
process by executing driving control of the medicinal so-
lution transfer portion 65 to supply the disinfectant solu-
tion M inside the medicinal solution tank 58 to the endo-
scope housing portion 4 through the medicinal solution
conduit 64 to immerse the endoscope 100 in the endo-
scope housing portion 4 in the disinfectant solution M for
the immersion time of Fmin.
[0044] Note that, needless to say that at this time the
temperature of the disinfectant solution M is the prede-
termined temperature D°C to which the disinfectant so-
lution M is heated by the heating portion 73.
[0045] If the detected concentration of the disinfectant
solution M is less than the first reference concentration
B ppm, the control portion 70 transitions to step S4 in
which the control portion 70 again calls up disinfecting
parameters from the storage portion 79.
[0046] Subsequently, in step S5, the control portion 70
determines whether the detected concentration of the
disinfectant solution M is equal to or greater than the
second reference concentration C ppm by performing a
comparison using the comparison portion 75.
[0047] If the detected concentration of the disinfectant
solution M is less than the second reference concentra-
tion C, the control portion 70 branches to step S9. In step
S9, on the basis that the disinfectant solution M has no
medicinal efficacy, the control portion 70 executes driving
control of the notification portion 78 to prompt the oper-
ator to replace the disinfectant solution M.
[0048] Note that, at this time, the control portion 70
may also perform control that stops operation of the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1.
[0049] If the detected concentration of the disinfectant
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solution M is equal to or greater than the second refer-
ence concentration C, the control portion 70 transitions
to step S6 in which the control portion 70 performs driving
control of the heating portion 73 to heat the disinfectant
solution M.
[0050] Note that, as shown in step S7, heating of the
disinfectant solution M is performed until the disinfectant
solution M reaches the second effect parameters, that
is, until the temperature of the disinfectant solution M
reaches the temperature E°C. The temperature of the
disinfectant solution M is measured by the thermometer
77 of the concentration detection portion 74.
[0051] Finally, in step S7, if the concentration of the
disinfectant solution M is equal to or greater than the
second reference concentration C ppm and the temper-
ature of the disinfectant solution M has reached the tem-
perature E°C so that the second effect parameters are
thus satisfied, the control portion 70 determines that the
disinfectant solution M has a medicinal efficacy that is
equal to the medicinal efficacy of the first effect param-
eters, and therefore transitions to step S8 to start the
above described disinfection process.
[0052] Note that, checking of the concentration of the
disinfectant solution M by the control portion 70 illustrated
in Fig. 3 that is described above is performed each time
a disinfection process is performed on the endoscope
100.
[0053] Thus, in the present embodiment the endo-
scope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 has the heating
portion 73 that raises the temperature of the disinfectant
solution M to a predetermined temperature, and in a case
where the comparison portion 75 determines that the
concentration of the disinfectant solution M is lower than
the first reference concentration (effective concentration
lower limit) B ppm of the first effect parameters, the con-
trol portion 70 executes driving control of the heating por-
tion 73 to heat the disinfectant solution M to the temper-
ature E°C that is higher than the temperature D°C of the
first effect parameters.
[0054] By this means, although conventionally it would
be necessary to perform an operation to replace the dis-
infectant solution M in a case where the concentration of
the disinfectant solution M is less than B ppm, according
to the present embodiment, by the control portion 70 ex-
ecuting control to heat the disinfectant solution M to the
temperature E°C to satisfy the second effect parameters,
the life of the disinfectant solution M can be prolonged
by temporarily using the disinfectant solution M having
the concentration C ppm that is lower than B ppm without
lowering the medicinal efficacy of the disinfectant solution
M from that of the first effect parameters, and hence the
operator can perform an operation to replace the disin-
fectant solution M at a favorable timing in terms of work
efficiency.
[0055] Furthermore, although conventionally there are
cases in which, to prioritize work efficiency, the medicinal
solution is discarded at a set time even if the concentra-
tion of the medicinal solution is equal to or greater than

the effective concentration, the present invention can
suppress the occurrence of such wastefulness.
[0056] As described above, the endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus 1 can be provided that has a
configuration that can be temporarily used for medicinal
solution treatment of the endoscope 100 without lowering
the medicinal efficacy even in a case where the concen-
tration of the disinfectant solution is less than the first
reference concentration.
[0057] Hereunder, a modification is described using
Fig. 4 and Fig. 5. Fig. 4 is a view that schematically illus-
trates a modification of the configuration of the endo-
scope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus in which detection
of the concentration of a disinfectant solution is per-
formed by an external apparatus, and the detected con-
centration is inputted to the comparison portion from the
external apparatus. Fig. 5 is a view illustrating one ex-
ample of the external apparatus shown in Fig. 4, together
with a receiving portion of the endoscope cleaning/dis-
infecting apparatus.
[0058] In the present embodiment that is described
above, a configuration is described in which the concen-
tration detection portion 74 that detects a concentration
of the disinfectant solution M and that is connected to the
comparison portion 75 is provided in the medicinal solu-
tion tank 58, and the concentration of the disinfectant
solution M is inputted through the concentration detection
portion 74 to the comparison portion 75.
[0059] The endoscope cleaning/disinfecting appara-
tus 1 of the present invention is not limited to the above
configuration, and as shown in Fig. 4, a configuration
may also be adopted in which the concentration detection
portion 74 is not provided in the endoscope cleaning/dis-
infecting apparatus 1, and instead the concentration of
the disinfectant solution M that is sampled from any one
of the endoscope housing portion 4, the medicinal solu-
tion recovery conduit 61, the medicinal solution conduit
64 and the medicinal solution tank 58 is measured by an
external apparatus 200, and the concentration of the dis-
infectant solution M is inputted from the external appa-
ratus 200 to the comparison portion 75.
[0060] Note that, an absorptiometer as shown in Fig.
5 or the like may be mentioned as an example of the
external apparatus 200. Further, as shown in Fig. 5, in-
putting of a concentration to the comparison portion 75
from the external apparatus 200 may be performed wire-
lessly by bringing the external apparatus 200 close to a
receiving portion 99 constituted by, for example, an RFID,
that is provided in the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting
apparatus 1. In a case where the external apparatus 200
is connected by wire to the endoscope cleaning/disin-
fecting apparatus 1, the destination of the wire connec-
tion is the receiving portion 99. In addition, in a case
where the receiving portion 99 is a main operation panel
25 or a sub-operation panel 13 that are illustrated in Fig.
14, a numerical value of the concentration of the disin-
fectant solution M measured by the external apparatus
200 may be manually inputted to the comparison portion
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75 by the operator.
[0061] Further, with respect to the various kinds of driv-
ing control of the control portion 70 when detecting the
concentration of the disinfectant solution M in the config-
uration shown in Fig. 4, in the flowchart shown in Fig. 3,
only detection of the concentration of the disinfectant so-
lution M by the concentration detection portion 74 in step
S1 is replaced by inputting of the concentration by the
external apparatus 200, and the remaining steps S2 to
step S9 are the same.
[0062] Note that the remaining configuration is same
as that in the present embodiment that is described
above. Further, similar effects as in the present embod-
iment that is described above can also be obtained by
the foregoing configuration in which the concentration of
the disinfectant solution M is inputted to the comparison
portion 75 by the external apparatus 200.
[0063] Another modification will now be described us-
ing Fig. 6 and Fig. 7. Fig. 6 is a view that schematically
illustrates a modification in which, with respect to the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus shown in Fig.
1, an internal pressure regulating valve is provided in the
medicinal solution conduit. Fig. 7 is a chart showing dis-
infecting parameters that are stored in a storage portion
of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus shown
in Fig. 6.
[0064] Further, Fig. 8 is a view that schematically illus-
trates a state in which the valve element of the discharge
port shown in Fig. 6 is closed and the internal pressure
regulating valve is opened, and the medicinal solution
transfer portion is driven to supply a medicinal solution
to the endoscope housing portion up to a first water level.
Fig. 9 is a view that schematically illustrates a state in
which the valve element of the discharge port shown in
Fig. 8 is opened and the internal pressure regulating
valve is closed, and the medicinal solution transfer por-
tion is driven to lower the amount of medicinal solution
in the endoscope housing portion as far as a second wa-
ter level and depressurize the inside of the endoscope
housing portion.
[0065] In the present embodiment that is described
above, a configuration is described in which the first ad-
justment portion that increases the reaction rate of the
disinfectant solution is the heating portion 73 that raises
the temperature of the disinfectant solution to a prede-
termined temperature.
[0066] However, the present invention is not limited to
the above configuration and, as shown in Fig. 6, the first
adjustment portion may be constituted by an internal
pressure regulating portion 110 that reduces the internal
pressure inside the endoscope housing portion 4 that is
in an airtight state in which the endoscope housing por-
tion 4 is airtightly sealed by closing a top cover 3 on an
apparatus main body 2 that is described later of the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1.
[0067] The internal pressure regulating portion 110 is
connected to the control portion 70, and depressurizes
the inside of the endoscope housing portion 4 based on

driving control of the control portion 70.
[0068] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 6, the internal
pressure regulating portion 110 includes the valve ele-
ment 155, the medicinal solution transfer portion 65 and
an internal pressure regulating valve 156 that is provided
in the medicinal solution conduit 64.
[0069] Further, in the present configuration, disinfect-
ing parameters of the disinfectant solution M that are
shown in Fig. 7 are stored inside the storage portion 79.
[0070] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 7, the disinfecting
parameters include: first effect parameters which are the
first reference concentration (effective concentration low-
er limit) B ppm, an air pressure inside the endoscope
housing portion 4 that is normal pressure, the tempera-
ture D°C, and the immersion time Fmin; and second ef-
fect parameters which are the second reference concen-
tration (effective concentration lower limit) C ppm (C<B),
an air pressure inside the endoscope housing portion 4
which is a pressure that is reduced by an amount Hhp
from normal pressure, the temperature D°C, and the im-
mersion time Fmin.
[0071] Note that, the remaining configuration of the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 is the same
as in the present embodiment.
[0072] According to the configuration, as shown in Fig.
3, in a case where it is determined in step S5 that the
detected concentration of the disinfectant solution M is
equal to or greater than C, the control portion 70 executes
driving control of the internal pressure regulating portion
110 in step S6.
[0073] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 8, in a state in
which the top cover 3 is closed via a watertight and airtight
member 3p so that the endoscope housing portion 4 is
hermetically sealed with respect to the apparatus main
body 2 of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus
1, the control portion 70 performs control that closes the
valve element 155 and control that opens the internal
pressure regulating valve 156, and subsequently per-
forms control that drives the medicinal solution transfer
portion 65 so that a medicinal solution M inside the me-
dicinal solution tank 58 is supplied to the endoscope
housing portion 4 up to a first water level Y1.
[0074] Thereafter, as shown in Fig. 9, the control por-
tion 70 performs control to close the internal pressure
regulating valve 156, and also performs control to open
the valve element 155 and control to drive the medicinal
solution transfer portion 65 so that the water level of the
medicinal solution M inside the endoscope housing por-
tion 4 falls to a second water level Y2 that is lower than
the first water level Y1 (Y2 < Y1).
[0075] Note that, at the second water level Y2 also, the
entire endoscope 100 remains immersed in the medicinal
solution M. As a result, the endoscope housing portion
4 is depressurized.
[0076] By this means, in the disinfection process in
step S8, because the motion of disinfectant solution mol-
ecules becomes vigorous, the disinfectant solution M
penetrates into every hole and corner of the endoscope
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100 that is immersed in the endoscope housing portion
4 and the medicinal efficacy of the disinfectant solution
M is thereby improved, and thus a medicinal efficacy that
is equal to that of the first effect parameters can be se-
cured.
[0077] Hence, similarly to the present embodiment, the
life of the disinfectant solution M can be prolonged by
temporarily using the disinfectant solution M having the
concentration C ppm that is lower than B ppm. Note that,
the other advantageous effects are the same as in the
present embodiment that is described above.
[0078] A different modification will now be described
using Fig. 10 and Fig. 11. Fig. 10 is a view that schemat-
ically illustrates a modification in which, with respect to
the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus shown in
Fig. 1, the first adjustment portion is constituted by a vi-
bration portion. Fig. 11 is a chart showing disinfecting
parameters that are stored in a storage portion of the
endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus shown in Fig.
10.
[0079] In the present embodiment that is described
above, a configuration is adopted in which the first ad-
justment portion that increases the reaction rate of the
disinfectant solution is the heating portion 73 that raises
the temperature of the disinfectant solution to a prede-
termined temperature.
[0080] However, the present invention is not limited to
the above configuration and, as shown in Fig. 10, the first
adjustment portion may be constituted by a vibration por-
tion 52 that causes the disinfectant solution to vibrate
within the endoscope housing portion 4. Note that the
vibration portion 52 may be constituted by, for example,
an ultrasound transducer that is provided in the endo-
scope housing portion 4.
[0081] Further, the vibration portion 52 is connected to
the control portion 70 and, by vibrating based on driving
control of the control portion 70, causes the disinfectant
solution within the endoscope housing portion 4 to vi-
brate.
[0082] In the present configuration, disinfecting param-
eters of the disinfectant solution M that are shown in Fig.
11 are stored in the storage portion 79.
[0083] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 11, the disinfecting
parameters include: first effect parameters which are the
first reference concentration (effective concentration low-
er limit) B ppm, no vibrating of the disinfectant solution
M, the temperature D°C, and the immersion time Fmin;
and second effect parameters which are the second ref-
erence concentration (effective concentration lower limit)
C ppm (C<B), application of vibrations from the vibration
portion 52 to the disinfectant solution M, the temperature
D°C, and the immersion time Fmin.
[0084] Note that, the remaining configuration of the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 is the same
as in the present embodiment.
[0085] According to the configuration, as shown in Fig.
3, in a case where it is determined in step S5 that the
detected concentration of the disinfectant solution M is

equal to or greater than C, the control portion 70 executes
driving control of the vibration portion 52 in step S6.
[0086] As a result, in the disinfection process in step
S8, when the disinfectant solution M is supplied to the
endoscope housing portion 4, because the motion of dis-
infectant solution molecules becomes vigorous, the dis-
infectant solution M penetrates into every hole and corner
of the endoscope 100 that is immersed in the endoscope
housing portion 4 and the medicinal efficacy of the dis-
infectant solution M is thereby improved, and thus a me-
dicinal efficacy that is equal to that of the first effect pa-
rameters can be secured.
[0087] Hence, similarly to the present embodiment, the
life of the disinfectant solution M can be prolonged by
temporarily using the disinfectant solution M having the
concentration C ppm that is lower than B ppm. Note that,
the other advantageous effects are the same as in the
present embodiment that is described above.
[0088] Another different modification will now be de-
scribed hereunder. As described above, in some cases
the disinfectant solution M is a solution that undergoes
natural deterioration. At such time, not only the concen-
tration, but also the pH value changes from an initial state.
[0089] In this case, a pH adjuster may be added to the
disinfectant solution M. By doing so, the disinfectant so-
lution M can be returned to the optimal pH value for dis-
infecting the endoscope 100.

(Second Embodiment)

[0090] Fig. 12 is a chart showing disinfecting parame-
ters that are stored in a storage portion of an endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of the present embodi-
ment.
[0091] A difference in the configuration of the endo-
scope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of the second em-
bodiment relative to the configuration of the endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus of the first embodiment
illustrated in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 is that different driving con-
trol is performed by the control portion when the compar-
ison portion determines that the medicinal solution con-
centration is lower than the first reference concentration.
[0092] Hence, in the second embodiment, compo-
nents that are the same as in the first embodiment are
denoted by the same reference numerals, and a descrip-
tion of such components is omitted.
[0093] In the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting appara-
tus 1 of the present embodiment, as shown in Fig. 1, the
valve element 155 of the discharge port 55 constitutes a
second adjustment portion that adjusts a contact time
period in which the disinfectant solution M comes in con-
tact with the endoscope 100 in the endoscope housing
portion 4.
[0094] The disinfecting parameters of the disinfectant
solution M shown in Fig. 12 are stored in the storage
portion 79.
[0095] Specifically, as shown in Fig. 12, the disinfecting
parameters include: first effect parameters which are the
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first reference concentration (effective concentration low-
er limit) B ppm, an immersion time of Fmin, and the tem-
perature D°C; and second effect parameters which are
the second reference concentration (effective concentra-
tion lower limit) C ppm (C<B), an immersion time in the
disinfectant solution M of G min that is longer than Fmin
(G>F), and the temperature D°C.
[0096] In addition, in a case where the comparison por-
tion 75 determines that the concentration of the disinfect-
ant solution M is lower than the first reference concen-
tration B ppm, the control portion 70 performs control to
drive the valve element 155, that is, to adjust a time period
in which the valve element 155 is closed. In other words,
the control portion 70 performs control to adjust a time
at which to open the valve element 155 that is in a closed
state to extend the contact time period during which the
disinfectant solution M contacts the endoscope 100 by a
predetermined time period, specifically, from Fmin to G
min.
[0097] Note that the remaining configuration of the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 is the same
as in the above described first embodiment.
[0098] Next, operations in the present embodiment are
described using Fig. 13. Fig. 13 is a flowchart illustrating
various kinds of driving control of the control portion that
are executed when detecting the concentration of the
disinfectant solution in the endoscope cleaning/disinfect-
ing apparatus of the present embodiment.
[0099] First, when performing disinfecting treatment of
the endoscope 100 that is housed in the endoscope hous-
ing portion 4, as shown in Fig. 13, in step S1 the control
portion 70 detects the concentration of the disinfectant
solution M using the concentration detection portion 74.
[0100] Next, in step S2, the control portion 70 calls up
disinfecting parameters from the storage portion 79, and
in step S3 the control portion 70 determines whether the
detected concentration of the disinfectant solution M is
equal to or greater than the first reference concentration
B ppm by performing a comparison using the comparison
portion 75.
[0101] If the detected concentration of the disinfectant
solution M is equal to or greater than the first reference
concentration B ppm, the control portion 70 branches to
step S21 to start the disinfection process as in the above
described step S8. Note that, as shown in step S22, the
disinfection process that immerses the endoscope 100
in the endoscope housing portion 4 in the disinfectant
solution M is performed based on the first effect param-
eters, that is, at a temperature of D°C until the time Fmin
is reached.
[0102] In step S22, if the first effect parameters are
reached, the control portion 70 transitions to step S26.
In step S26, the control portion 70 performs control to
open the valve element 151, and recovers the disinfect-
ant solution M from the endoscope housing portion 4 into
the medicinal solution tank 58 via the discharge port 55
and the medicinal solution recovery conduit 61.
[0103] Returning to step S3, if the detected concentra-

tion of the disinfectant solution M is less than the first
reference concentration B ppm, the control portion 70
transitions to step S4 to again call up disinfecting param-
eters from the storage portion 79.
[0104] Subsequently, in step S5, the control portion 70
determines whether the detected concentration of the
disinfectant solution M is equal to or greater than the
second reference concentration C ppm by performing a
comparison using the comparison portion 75.
[0105] If the detected concentration of the disinfectant
solution M is less than the second reference concentra-
tion C, the control portion 70 branches to step S9. In step
S9, on the basis that the disinfectant solution M has no
medicinal efficacy, the control portion 70 executes driving
control of the notification portion 78 to prompt the oper-
ator to replace the disinfectant solution M. Note that, at
this time, the control portion 70 may also perform control
that stops operation of the endoscope cleaning/disinfect-
ing apparatus 1.
[0106] If the detected concentration of the disinfectant
solution M is equal to or greater than the second refer-
ence concentration C, the control portion 70 transitions
to step S23 and starts a disinfection process as in the
above described steps S8 and S20. Subsequently, in
step S24, the control portion 70 performs control to drive
the second adjustment portion, specifically, control that
closes the valve element 151 until reaching the second
effect parameters.
[0107] Note that the control that closes the valve ele-
ment 151, that is, the disinfection process in step S23
that immerses the endoscope 100 in the endoscope
housing portion 4 in the disinfectant solution M is per-
formed, as shown in step S25, at D°C until the second
effect parameters are reached, that is, until reaching the
time Gmin.
[0108] In step S25, upon reaching the second effect
parameters, the control portion 70 transitions to step S26
in which the control portion 70 performs control that
opens the valve element 151 and thereby recovers the
disinfectant solution M from the endoscope housing por-
tion 4 into the medicinal solution tank 58 through the dis-
charge port 55 and the medicinal solution recovery con-
duit 61.
[0109] Note that, checking of the concentration of the
disinfectant solution M by the control portion 70 illustrated
in Fig. 13 that is described above is performed each time
a disinfection process is performed on the endoscope
100.
[0110] Thus, in the present embodiment, in a case
where the comparison portion 75 determines that the
concentration of the disinfectant solution M is lower than
the first reference concentration B ppm, the control por-
tion 70 adjusts a time period in which the valve element
155 is closed. In other words, the control portion 70 per-
forms control to adjust a time at which to open the valve
element 155 that is in a closed state to extend the contact
time period for which the disinfectant solution M contacts
the endoscope 100 by a predetermined time period, spe-
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cifically, from Fmin to Gmin.
[0111] By this means, although conventionally it would
be necessary to perform an operation to replace the dis-
infectant solution M in a case where the concentration of
the disinfectant solution M is less than B ppm, according
to the present embodiment, by the control portion 70 ex-
ecuting control to extend the contact time period during
which the disinfectant solution M contacts the endoscope
100 in the endoscope housing portion 4 to Gmin and
thereby satisfy the second effect parameters, the life of
the disinfectant solution M can be prolonged by tempo-
rarily using the disinfectant solution M having the con-
centration C ppm that is lower than B ppm without low-
ering the medicinal efficacy of the disinfectant solution
M, and hence the operator can perform an operation to
replace the disinfectant solution M at a favorable timing
in terms of work efficiency.
[0112] Hence, in the present embodiment, by adjusting
the immersion time of the endoscope 100 in the disin-
fectant solution, similar advantageous effects as in the
above described first embodiment can be obtained.
[0113] Note that, in the present embodiment also, as
shown in the above described Fig. 4, a configuration may
be adopted in which the concentration detection portion
74 is not provided in the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting
apparatus 1, and instead the concentration of the disin-
fectant solution M that is sampled from any one of the
endoscope housing portion 4, the medicinal solution re-
covery conduit 61, the medicinal solution conduit 64 and
the medicinal solution tank 58 is measured by the exter-
nal apparatus 200, and the concentration of the disinfect-
ant solution M is then inputted to the comparison portion
75 from the external apparatus 200.
[0114] Next, an example of the configuration of the en-
doscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1 in the above
described first and second embodiments will be de-
scribed using Fig. 14 and Fig. 15.
[0115] Fig. 14 is a perspective view showing one ex-
ample of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus
illustrated in Fig. 1, that shows a state in which a top
cover is open and an endoscope can be housed in the
cleaning/disinfecting tank. Fig. 15 is a partial perspective
view illustrating a state in which a disinfectant solution
tray shown in Fig. 14 is drawn out and medicinal solution
bottles are set in the disinfectant solution tray.
[0116] As shown in Fig. 14, the endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus 1 is an apparatus for cleaning
and disinfecting the endoscope 100 after use, and in-
cludes a principal portion configured by the apparatus
main body 2 and the top cover 3 that is connected by,
for example, a hinge, that is not shown, to the upper part
of the apparatus main body 2 so as to be openable/clos-
able.
[0117] In a state in which the top cover 3 is closed on
the apparatus main body 2, the apparatus main body 2
and the top cover 3 are fixed, for example, by a latch 8
that is arranged at a position at which the apparatus main
body 2 and the top cover 3 face each other.

[0118] A detergent/alcohol tray 11 is disposed at the
upper part of a left half portion, for example, on the front
face in Fig. 14, of the apparatus main body 2 so as to be
capable of being drawn out in the forward direction from
the apparatus main body 2, the front face being a side
which the operator approaches.
[0119] The detergent/alcohol tray 11 houses a deter-
gent tank 11a in which a cleaning agent used for cleaning
the endoscope 100 is stored, and an alcohol tank 11b in
which alcohol used for drying the endoscope 100 after
cleaning/disinfecting is stored. The detergent/alcohol
tray 11 can be drawn out from the apparatus main body
2 so that the respective tanks 11a and 11b can be set in
the detergent/alcohol tray 11.
[0120] Note that the detergent/alcohol tray 11 is pro-
vided with two window portions 11m through which the
operator can confirm the remaining amounts of the clean-
ing agent and alcohol filled in the respective tanks 11a
and 11b.
[0121] In addition, as shown in Fig. 15, a disinfectant
solution tray 12 is arranged at the upper part of a right
half portion, for example, on the front face of the appa-
ratus main body 2 so as to be capable of being drawn
out in the forward direction from the apparatus main body
2. For example, a medicinal solution bottle 12a into which
a disinfectant solution such as peracetic acid is filled and
a medicinal solution bottle 12b into which a buffer agent
is filled that are to be used when disinfecting the endo-
scope 100 are housed in the disinfectant solution tray
12. The disinfectant solution tray 12 can be drawn out
from the apparatus main body 2 to allow the two medicinal
solution bottles 12a and 12b to be set at predetermined
positions.
[0122] Note that the disinfectant solution tray 12 is pro-
vided with two window portions 12m through which the
operator can confirm the remaining amounts of the dis-
infectant solutions and buffer agent filled in the respective
medicinal solution bottles 12a and 12b.
[0123] In addition, as shown in Fig. 14, a sub-operation
panel 13 on which instruction buttons for displaying a
cleaning/disinfecting time and for heating the disinfectant
solution are arranged, is arranged above the disinfectant
solution tray 12 on the front face of the apparatus main
body 2.
[0124] Furthermore, a pedal switch 104 is arranged at
a lower part on the front face in Fig. 14 of the apparatus
main body 2. The pedal switch 104 is provided for causing
the top cover 3 that is closed on the upper part of the
apparatus main body 2 to open in the upward direction
of the apparatus main body 2 when the operator steps
on the pedal switch 104.
[0125] Further, the apparatus main body 2 includes a
main operation panel 25 on the upper surface at, for ex-
ample, a position that is close to the right end on the front
face side which the operator approaches. The main op-
eration panel 25 includes setting switches such as a
switch for starting a cleaning/disinfecting operation of the
apparatus main body 2 and a cleaning/disinfecting mode
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selection switch. The apparatus main body 2 also in-
cludes, on the upper surface, a receiving portion 99 that
is provided at a position close to the left end on the front
face side which the operator approaches. The receiving
portion 99 is constituted by, for example, an RFID that
receives information from the endoscope 100 when the
endoscope 100 is brought close to the receiving portion
99.
[0126] In addition, a water supply hose connection port
31 is arranged on the upper surface of the apparatus
main body 2 so as to be located on a rear face side that
opposes the front face which the operator approaches.
The water supply hose connection port 31 is connected
to a water supply hose, not shown, which is connected
to a water tap for supplying tap water to the apparatus
main body 2. Note that the water supply hose connection
port 31 may be provided with a mesh filter for filtering the
tap water.
[0127] Furthermore, the endoscope housing portion 4
which can house the endoscope 100 and which has an
endoscope housing opening that is opened and closed
by the top cover 3 is provided at a substantially center
portion of the upper surface of the apparatus main body 2.
[0128] The endoscope housing portion 4 is constituted
by: a first tank main body 4t that is located on the front
face side which the operator approaches; a second tank
main body 4d that is located at a position on the rear face
side relative to the first tank main body 4t and whose
bottom surface is at a lower position than that of the first
tank main body 4t; and a terrace portion 4r that is provided
around the periphery so as to be continuous with the
outer peripheral edge of the endoscope housing opening
of the first tank main body 4t and the second tank main
body 4d.
[0129] When the endoscope 100 is to be cleaned/dis-
infected after use, the endoscope 100 can be housed in
the first tank main body 4t and the second tank main body
4d.
[0130] On the bottom surface of the second tank main
body 4d are provided: a discharge port 55 for draining
from the endoscope housing portion 4 a cleaning liquid,
water, alcohol, a disinfectant solution or the like that is
supplied to the endoscope housing portion 4; and a cir-
culation port 56 for supplying the cleaning liquid, water,
disinfectant solution or the like supplied to the endoscope
housing portion 4 to the respective conduits provided in-
side the endoscope 100 or for resupplying the aforemen-
tioned liquids from a water-supply circulation nozzle 24,
described later, to the endoscope housing portion 4
through a mesh filter or the like. Note that the circulation
port may be provided with a mesh filter that filters the
cleaning liquid and the like.
[0131] A water level sensor 32 with a cover is provided
at an arbitrary position on the side face of the second
tank main body 4d. The water level sensor 32 detects
the level of a cleaning liquid, water, a disinfectant solution
or the like that is supplied to the endoscope housing por-
tion 4.

[0132] A detergent nozzle 22 and a disinfectant solu-
tion nozzle 23 are provided in the terrace portion 4r. The
detergent nozzle 22 is used for supplying the cleaning
agent that is diluted to a predetermined concentration
with tap water from the detergent tank 11a to the endo-
scope housing portion 4. The disinfectant solution nozzle
23 is used for supplying the disinfectant solution to the
endoscope housing portion 4.
[0133] The terrace portion 4r further includes: the wa-
ter-supply circulation nozzle 24 for supplying water to the
endoscope housing portion 4 or for resupplying the clean-
ing liquid, water, disinfectant solution or the like, which
are sucked through the circulation port 56, to the endo-
scope housing portion 4; and a float switch 91 that detects
an abnormal level of the cleaning liquid, water, disinfect-
ant solution or the like that is supplied to the endoscope
housing portion 4.
[0134] In addition, the terrace portion 4r includes: a
plurality, two in this case, of air/water feeding/forceps port
connectors 33 for supplying the cleaning liquid, water,
alcohol, disinfectant solution or air or the like to an air/wa-
ter feeding conduit and a suction conduit provided inside
the endoscope 100; a plurality, two in this case, of aux-
iliary water feeding/forceps raising connectors 34 for sup-
plying the cleaning liquid, water, alcohol, disinfectant so-
lution or air or the like to an auxiliary water feeding conduit
provided inside the endoscope 100, and a water leakage
detection connector 35 for enabling the detection of a
water leakage of the endoscope 100.
[0135] Next, an example of the internal configuration
of the endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus shown
in Fig. 14 will be described using Fig. 16. Fig. 16 is a view
illustrating an example of the internal configuration of the
endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus.
[0136] As illustrated in Fig. 16, in the endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus 1, the water supply hose con-
nection port 31 to which a water tap 5 is connected
through a tube 31 a communicates with one end of a
water supply conduit 9. The other end of the water supply
conduit 9 is connected to a three-way solenoid valve 10.
A water supply solenoid valve 15, a check valve 16, and
a water supply filter 17 are interposed at positions that
are partway along the conduit in that order from the side
of the water supply hose connection port 31.
[0137] The water supply filter 17 is configured as a car-
tridge type filtration filter so that the filter can be period-
ically replaced. The water supply filter 17 removes foreign
substances, various germs and the like which are con-
tained in the passing tap water.
[0138] The three-way solenoid valve 10 is connected
to one end of a liquid flow conduit 18. The three-way
solenoid valve 10 uses an internal valve to switch com-
munication with the water-supply circulation nozzle 24
between the water supply conduit 9 and the liquid flow
conduit 18. That is, by a switching operation of the three-
way solenoid valve 10, the water-supply circulation noz-
zle 24 communicates with either the water supply conduit
9 or the liquid flow conduit 18. Further, a liquid flow pump
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19 that is a non-self-priming pump which can transfer
liquid only with an excellent liquid transfer capability is
interposed on the other end side of the liquid flow conduit
18.
[0139] The circulation port 56 arranged in the endo-
scope housing portion 4 is connected to one end of a
circulation conduit 20. The other end of the circulation
conduit 20 branches into two parts which communicate
with the other end of the liquid flow conduit 18 and one
end of a channel conduit 21. The other end of the channel
conduit 21 communicates with the respective connector
33, 34 and 35 (the connector 35 is not illustrated in Fig.
16).
[0140] A channel pump 26, a channel block 27 and a
channel solenoid valve 28 are respectively interposed in
that order, from the one end side, at positions that are
partway along the channel conduit 21. The other end of
a case conduit 30 that has one end connected to a clean-
ing case 6 is connected to a portion of the channel conduit
21 between the channel block 27 and the channel sole-
noid valve 28. A relief valve 36 is interposed along the
case conduit 30. Note that the channel pump 26 is con-
stituted of a self-priming pump which can transport both
liquid and gas at higher pressures than the non-self-prim-
ing pump.
[0141] The detergent nozzle 22 is connected to one
end of a cleaning agent conduit 39. The other end of the
cleaning agent conduit 39 is connected to the detergent
tank 11a. A detergent pump 40 is interposed at a position
that is partway along the cleaning agent conduit 39. The
detergent pump 40 is constituted by a high-pressure self-
priming pump for pumping up the cleaning agent from
the detergent tank 11a to the endoscope housing portion
4.
[0142] The alcohol tank 11b is connected to one end
of an alcohol conduit 41. The alcohol conduit 41 is con-
nected to the channel block 27 so as to communicate
with the channel conduit 21 as specified.
[0143] An alcohol feed pump 42 constituted by a high-
pressure self-priming pump for pumping up alcohol from
the alcohol tank 11b to the endoscope housing portion
4, and a solenoid valve 43 are interposed along the al-
cohol conduit 41.
[0144] The channel block 27 is also connected to one
end of an air conduit 44 so as to communicate with the
channel conduit 21 as specified. The air conduit 44 sup-
plies air from an air pump 45 that is constituted by a self-
priming pump that can transport gas. The other end of
the air conduit 44 is connected to the air pump 45. A
check valve 47 and an air filter 46, which is periodically
replaced, are interposed at positions that are partway
along the air conduit 44.
[0145] The above described valve element 155 (not
illustrated in Fig. 16) is provided inside the discharge port
55. The valve element 155, not shown, is configured to
be openable/closable by a switching operation of a valve
so as to discharge cleaning liquid or the like to outside
or recover disinfectant solution into the medicinal solution

tank 58.
[0146] The discharge port 55 is connected to the other
end of a drain conduit 59 whose one end is connected
to and communicates with an unshown drain hose that
is connected to an external drain port. A drain pump 60
constituted by a non-self-priming pump is interposed
along the drain conduit 59. The discharge port 55 is also
connected to one end of a medicinal solution recovery
conduit 61. The other end of the medicinal solution re-
covery conduit 61 is connected to the medicinal solution
tank 58.
[0147] The medicinal solution tank 58 is also connect-
ed to one end of the medicinal solution supply conduit
62, so that disinfectant solution is supplied to the medic-
inal solution tank 58 from the medicinal solution bottles
12a and 12b.
[0148] The medicinal solution tank 58 houses as spec-
ified one end portion of the medicinal solution conduit 64,
the one end of which is provided with a suction filter 63.
The other end of the medicinal solution conduit 64 is con-
nected to the disinfectant solution nozzle 23. A medicinal
solution transfer portion 65 which is constituted by a high-
pressure self-priming pump for pumping up the disinfect-
ant solution from the medicinal solution tank 58 to the
endoscope housing portion 4 is interposed at a position
partway along the medicinal solution conduit 64.
[0149] In addition, as described above, the heating por-
tion 73 and the concentration detection portion 74 are
provided in the medicinal solution tank 58.
[0150] Note that, for example, two of the vibration por-
tions 52 and a heater 53 are arranged in a lower portion
of a bottom surface of the endoscope housing portion 4.
A temperature detection sensor 53a is also provided at
approximately the center of the bottom surface of the
endoscope housing portion 4 for thermoregulation of the
heater 53.
[0151] A power source 71 to which electric power is
supplied from an external AC receptacle, and the control
portion 70 that is electrically connected to the power
source 71 are provided inside the endoscope clean-
ing/disinfecting apparatus 1.
[0152] The control portion 70 receives various signals
from the main operation panel 25 and the sub-operation
panel 13 (see Fig. 14) that are provided in the endoscope
cleaning/disinfecting apparatus 1, and executes driving
control of the respective pumps, the respective solenoid
valves, the heating portion 73, the notification portion 78
and the like that are described above.
[0153] Note that the configuration of the above de-
scribed endoscope cleaning/disinfecting apparatus illus-
trated in Fig. 14 to Fig. 16 is merely one example, and
the present invention is not limited to this configuration.
Further, the endoscope reprocessor is not limited to ap-
plication to an endoscope cleaning/disinfecting appara-
tus, and can also be applied to sterilizing apparatus or
the like that uses a medicinal solution. In addition, with
regard to the medicinal solution also, the present inven-
tion can also be applied with respect to a medicinal so-

21 22 



EP 3 078 321 A1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

lution having medicinal efficacy that is other than a dis-
infectant solution, for example, a sterilizing agent.
[0154] The present application claims priority from
Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-232937 filed in
Japan on November 17, 2014, the contents of which are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety into the
description, the claims and the drawings of the present
application.

Claims

1. An endoscope reprocessor, comprising:

an endoscope housing portion in which an en-
doscope is housed;
a medicinal solution tank that is communicated
with the endoscope housing portion and in which
a medicinal solution is stored;
a medicinal solution transfer portion that trans-
fers the medicinal solution from the medicinal
solution tank to the endoscope housing portion;
a comparison portion that compares a concen-
tration of the medicinal solution and a first ref-
erence concentration;
a first adjustment portion that increases a reac-
tion rate of the medicinal solution; and
a control portion to which the comparison portion
and the first adjustment portion are connected,
and which drives the first adjustment portion in
a case where the comparison portion deter-
mines that the concentration of the medicinal
solution is lower than the first reference concen-
tration.

2. The endoscope reprocessor according to claim 1,
wherein the first adjustment portion comprises a
heating portion that raises a temperature of the me-
dicinal solution to a predetermined temperature.

3. The endoscope reprocessor according to claim 1,
wherein
the endoscope housing portion is airtightly sealable;
and
the first adjustment portion comprises an internal
pressure regulating portion that reduces an internal
pressure of the endoscope housing portion in an air-
tight state.

4. The endoscope reprocessor according to claim 1,
wherein the first adjustment portion comprises a vi-
bration portion that causes the medicinal solution to
vibrate inside the endoscope housing portion.

5. An endoscope reprocessor, comprising:

an endoscope housing portion in which an en-
doscope is housed for causing a medicinal so-

lution to come in contact with the endoscope;
a medicinal solution tank that is communicated
with the endoscope housing portion and in which
the medicinal solution is stored;
a medicinal solution transfer portion that trans-
fers the medicinal solution from the medicinal
solution tank to the endoscope housing portion;
a comparison portion that compares a concen-
tration of the medicinal solution and a first ref-
erence concentration;
a second adjustment portion that adjusts a con-
tact time period of the medicinal solution with
respect to the endoscope; and
a control portion to which the comparison portion
and the second adjustment portion are connect-
ed, and which drives the second adjustment por-
tion to extend the contact time period by a pre-
determined time period in a case where the com-
parison portion determines that the concentra-
tion of the medicinal solution is lower than the
first reference concentration.

6. The endoscope reprocessor according to claim 1 or
5, further comprising:

a notification portion that notifies a warning;
wherein the comparison portion further com-
pares the concentration of the medicinal solution
and a second reference concentration that is
lower than the first reference concentration, and
in a case where the comparison portion deter-
mines that the concentration of the medicinal
solution is lower than the second reference con-
centration, the control portion drives the notifi-
cation portion.

7. The endoscope reprocessor according to claim 1 or
5, further comprising:

a concentration detection portion that detects a
concentration of the medicinal solution and is
connected to the comparison portion;

wherein a concentration of the medicinal solution is
inputted to the comparison portion via the concen-
tration detection portion.

8. The endoscope reprocessor according to claim 1 or
5, wherein the comparison portion comprises a re-
ceiving portion that receives information regarding a
concentration of the medicinal solution that is input-
ted from an external apparatus that detects the con-
centration of the medicinal solution.
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