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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a method for
controlling sodium-sulfur batteries, in an interconnected
system in which a power generation device that fluctu-
ates in output, such as a wind power generation device,
and an electric power storage-compensation device that
includes a plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries are com-
bined to supply power to an electric power system.

Background Art

[0002] In recent years, a natural energy power gener-
ation device for generating power from wind, solar power,
geothermal heat, or the like has attracted attention and
been put to practical use. The natural energy power gen-
eration device is a clean power generation device that
does not use any limited resource such as oil but uses
an energy resource present in unlimited quantity in na-
ture, and can suppress carbon dioxide emissions. Hence,
the natural energy power generation device has been
increasingly introduced by companies, governments,
and the like, for prevention of global warming.
[0003] However, since energy coming from nature var-
ies from moment to moment, output fluctuations are un-
avoidable in the natural energy power generation device.
This poses an obstacle to widespread use of the natural
energy power generation device. To remove this obsta-
cle, in the case of employing the natural energy power
generation device, it is preferable to build an intercon-
nected (power generation) system that combines the nat-
ural energy power generation device with an electric pow-
er storage-compensation device having a plurality of so-
dium-sulfur batteries (secondary batteries) as a main
component.
[0004] A sodium-sulfur battery has features such as a
high energy density, an ability to produce high output in
a short time, and an excellent high-speed response. Ac-
cordingly, when a bidirectional converter for controlling
charge and discharge is added, the sodium-sulfur battery
offers an advantage that output fluctuations of the natural
energy power generation device which can occur on the
order of several hundred milliseconds to several seconds
can be compensated. Therefore, the interconnected sys-
tem in which the natural energy power generation device
is combined with the electric power storage-compensa-
tion device having the plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries
as the component is a desirable power generation sys-
tem.
[0005] EP-A-1912305 discloses a method of control-
ling a discharge capacity of a sodium-sulfur battery in an
interconnection system where a power generation device
in which an output fluctuates is combined with a power
storage compensation device including a plurality of so-
dium-sulfur batteries. The sodium-sulfur battery in which
a discharge capacity control value is to be corrected or

reset is specified among the plurality of sodium-sulfur
batteries, the discharge capacity control value of the
specified sodium-sulfur battery is corrected, and all of
the plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries is successively
specified to repeatedly correct or reset the discharge ca-
pacity control value.
[0006] JP-A-2003 317808 discloses a charge/dis-
charge control method of a sodium-sulfur battery using
a bidirectional converter.
[0007] US 2008/224541 discloses a power control
method for secondary batteries in a grid connection sys-
tem supplying electric power to a power system. The
method includes the steps of: dividing the secondary bat-
teries into a "constant power control" group and a "de-
mand responsive" group, and distributing predetermined
constant input-output power out of power to be input and
output provided to all the secondary batteries in order to
compensate fluctuation of output power of the power gen-
erator to the "constant power control group" and the re-
maining input-output power to the "demand responsive"
group.

Summary of the Invention

[0008] When used in load leveling, the electric power
storage-compensation device having the plurality of so-
dium-sulfur batteries as the component is operated in
such a manner that all sodium-sulfur batteries continu-
ously discharge to reach a discharge end, and then con-
tinuously charge to reach a charge end (full charge). Ac-
cordingly, a remaining battery level (a dischargeable re-
maining electric quantity (Ah)) does not vary much
among the sodium-sulfur batteries, and all of a plurality
of electric power storage-compensation devices have
approximately the same remaining battery level.
[0009] On the other hand, the interconnected system
in which the natural energy power generation device is
combined with the electric power storage-compensation
device having the plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries as
the component functions to compensate for fluctuations
of the natural energy power generation device by the
electric power storage-compensation device (sodium-
sulfur battery), in order to achieve a smooth or completely
flat output (as the interconnected system) according to
a power generation plan designated by a human, a com-
puter, or the like. Therefore, the sodium-sulfur batteries
are operated in such a manner as to frequently repeat
charge and discharge, and controlled so as not to reach
a charge end or a discharge end.
[0010] In the case of maintaining the power generation
plan by a plurality of electric power storage-compensa-
tion devices, when the plan value and the natural energy
power generation device have a large deviation (a state
in which the plan value and power generated by natural
energy are apart from each other), all of the plurality of
electric power storage-compensation devices are oper-
ated. When the deviation is small (a state in which the
plan value and the power generated by natural energy

1 2 



EP 2 330 679 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

approach each other), however, an unnecessary unit
(electric power storage-compensation device including
a sodium-sulfur battery) of the plurality of electric power
storage-compensation devices is not operated and only
a few units are operated, or overall balance is adjusted
by increasing a control quantity of one unit and decreas-
ing a control quantity of another unit among the plurality
of electric power storage-compensation devices. This
can lead to a variation in remaining battery level among
individual sodium-sulfur batteries.
[0011] Such a variation in remaining battery level
among sodium-sulfur batteries may make management
by a manager or an operator complex. For example,
when a situation where power generation of the natural
energy power generation device cannot be expected due
to natural environment (e.g., a no-wind condition in the
case of a wind power generation device) is predicted, the
manager or the like plans management so as to fully
charge the sodium-sulfur batteries as much as possible
beforehand. However, if the remaining battery level var-
ies among the individual sodium-sulfur batteries, such
management that manually repeats forced stop or oper-
ation in consideration of the remaining battery level is
required, which places a significant burden on the man-
ager or the like. This is undesirable for management of
the interconnected system.
[0012] The present invention has been made in view
of such circumstances, and has an object of providing a
means for, in an interconnected system combining a nat-
ural energy power generation device that fluctuates in
output and an electric power storage-compensation de-
vice that has a plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries as a
component, attaining a uniform remaining battery level
of the sodium-sulfur batteries. As a result of repeated
studies, it has been found that the problem stated above
can be solved by recognizing a remaining battery level
of each individual sodium-sulfur battery and adjusting,
through the use of the remaining battery level as a factor,
a power distribution quantity assigned to the sodium-sul-
fur battery for charge or discharge. In detail, the following
means is provided according to the present invention.
[0013] That is, according to the present invention, there
is provided a method for controlling a plurality of sodium-
sulfur batteries as set out in claim 1.
[0014] By referencing the remaining battery level of
each individual sodium-sulfur battery in real time, for ex-
ample, the multiplying factor is set such that a sodium-
sulfur battery far from the target value is charged more
and a sodium-sulfur battery close to the target value is
charged less. By multiplying, by this multiplying factor, a
control quantity obtained from a deviation between a
power generation plan value of the interconnected sys-
tem and the power generation device (natural energy
power generation device) that fluctuates in output power,
a quantity of input/output power distributed to each so-
dium-sulfur battery is determined.
[0015] The remaining battery level of each individual
sodium-sulfur battery can be managed by addition/sub-

traction of a current value. In detail, the remaining battery
level (Ah) of each individual sodium-sulfur battery can be
managed by inputting a current value required for
charge/discharge of the sodium-sulfur battery into a con-
trol device such as a sequencer, and performing, from
an initially set battery capacity (Ah), addition/subtraction
of the current value (e.g., addition in the case of charge
and subtraction in the case of discharge, or otherwise)
and integration. Note that, if the remaining battery level
can be accurately managed, then a battery depth (a depth
of discharge (%)) can be known, too. Accordingly, the
remaining battery level can be translated to the battery
depth in this specification.
[0016] The setting of the remaining battery level target
value common to all sodium-sulfur batteries and the ad-
justment of the input/output power distributed to each
individual sodium-sulfur battery based on a difference
between the target value and the remaining battery level
of the sodium-sulfur battery are performed by a higher-
level control (monitoring) device communicable with the
control device such as the sequencer for controlling each
individual sodium-sulfur battery.
[0017] The sodium-sulfur battery control method ac-
cording to the present invention is particularly suitable
when the power generation device that fluctuates in out-
put is a natural energy power generation device that uses
natural energy of at least one of wind, solar power, and
geothermal heat.
[0018] The sodium-sulfur battery control method ac-
cording to the present invention is a method for controlling
a plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries that, in an intercon-
nected system in which a power generation device that
fluctuates in output and an electric power storage-com-
pensation device are combined to supply power to an
electric power system, are each included in the electric
power storage-compensation device. In this specifica-
tion, In an individual (one) sodium-sulfur battery consti-
tuting the plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries denotes a
sodium-sulfur battery that is separated from other sodi-
um-sulfur batteries in unit of control, and is not deter-
mined by the number of cells, the number of module bat-
teries, an output magnitude, and the like. detail, in the
case where a sodium-sulfur battery composes the elec-
tric power storage-compensation device, a sodium-sulfur
battery under control of one bidirectional converter is
treated as one sodium-sulfur battery (though a plurality
of sodium-sulfur batteries 3 are shown in each of No. 1
to No. n in FIG. 1 described later, an expression such as
"No. 1 sodium-sulfur battery 3" is used to treat the plurality
of sodium-sulfur batteries 3 as one No. 1 sodium-sulfur
battery 3). It is desirable that all sodium-sulfur batteries
have the same rated capacity, though the rated capacity
need not necessarily be the same.
[0019] In the sodium-sulfur battery control method ac-
cording to the present invention, the remaining battery
level of each individual sodium-sulfur battery constituting
the plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries is managed, the
remaining battery level target value common to all sodi-
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um-sulfur batteries is set, and the input/output power dis-
tributed to each individual sodium-sulfur battery is con-
trolled based on the difference between the target value
and the remaining battery level of the sodium-sulfur bat-
tery. Accordingly, while the electric power storage-com-
pensation device (sodium-sulfur battery) compensates
for fluctuations of the power generation device (natural
energy power generation device) that fluctuates in output
to thereby make the output smooth or flat according to
the power generation plan of the interconnected system,
the remaining battery level of the sodium-sulfur battery
is automatically adjusted to the target value. As a result,
a uniform remaining battery level can be attained.
[0020] If the remaining battery level is made uniform
among all of the plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries by
the sodium-sulfur battery control method according to
the present invention, in the case where a situation in
which power generation of the natural energy power gen-
eration device cannot be expected is predicted and the
manager or the like plans management so as to fully
charge the sodium-sulfur batteries beforehand, the man-
agement can be planned and carried out without taking
the remaining battery level of each individual sodium-
sulfur battery into consideration. This alleviates the bur-
den of the manager or the like.
[0021] The sodium-sulfur battery control method ac-
cording to the present invention can be utilized as a meth-
od for controlling, in an interconnected system in which
a power generation device that uses natural energy such
as wind, solar power, geothermal heat, or the like and
fluctuates in output and an electric power storage-com-
pensation device are combined to supply power to an
electric power system, a plurality of sodium-sulfur batter-
ies included in the electric power storage-compensation
device.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0022]

FIG. 1 is a system configuration diagram showing
an example of an interconnected system including
a power generation device that fluctuates in output
and an electric power storage-compensation device.
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a logic of distrib-
uting a total control quantity assigned to all sodium-
sulfur batteries in the interconnected system, to each
sodium-sulfur battery.

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0023] The following describes an embodiment of the
present invention, with reference to drawings according
to need. It is to be understood that the present invention
is not limited to the embodiment, and various changes,
modifications, improvements, and replacements may be
made on the basis of knowledge of a person skilled in
the art without departing from the scope of the present

invention. For example, though the drawings represent
a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
present invention is not limited to the mode and informa-
tion shown in the drawings. In order to implement or verify
the present invention, means identical or equivalent to
those described in this specification may be applied, and
means described below are preferred means.
[0024] An interconnected system is described first. A
system configuration diagram shown in FIG. 1 represents
an example of an interconnected system including a pow-
er generation device that fluctuates in output and an elec-
tric power storage-compensation device. An intercon-
nected system 8 shown in FIG. 1 includes a wind power
generation device 7 (natural energy power generation
device) that turns a power generator by converting wind
power into windmill rotation, and an electric power stor-
age-compensation device 5. The electric power storage-
compensation device 5 includes a sodium-sulfur battery
3 (also written as a NAS battery) which is a secondary
battery capable of storing and outputting power, a bidi-
rectional converter 4 having a dc/ac conversion function,
and a transformer 9. For example, the bidirectional con-
verter 4 may be composed of a chopper and an inverter,
or composed of an inverter. The interconnected system
8 has m systems of the wind power generation device 7,
i.e., No. 1 to No. m (m is an integer larger than 1) and n
systems of the sodium-sulfur battery 3 (the electric power
storage-compensation device 5), i.e., No. 1 to No. n (n
is an integer larger than 1).
[0025] As mentioned earlier, sodium-sulfur batteries 3
included in one electric power storage-compensation de-
vice 5 are treated as one sodium-sulfur battery 3 as a
whole. Moreover, a typical interconnected system in-
cludes a private power generator as a power generation
device and a sodium-sulfur battery heater and other aux-
iliary machines as a load, but they are omitted in the
interconnected system 8. In the sodium-sulfur battery
control method according to the present invention, they
can be regarded as being included (added or subtracted)
in power generated by the power generation device (the
wind power generation device 7) that fluctuates in output.
[0026] In the interconnected system 8, the sodium-sul-
fur battery 3 is discharged in the electric power storage-
compensation device 5, and power PN measured by a
power meter 42 compensates for output fluctuations of
power (power PW measured by a power meter 43) gen-
erated by the wind power generation device 7. In detail,
by controlling the discharge (i.e., power PN) of the sodi-
um-sulfur battery 3 so that power (power PT measured
by a power meter 41) output from the interconnected sys-
tem 8 as a whole satisfies "PT = PW + PN = constant" (PN
= PT - PW), stable power of high quality is output as power
PT from the whole interconnected system 8, and sup-
plied, for example, to an electric power system 1 between
a distributing substation and a consumer of electricity.
[0027] Moreover, in the interconnected system 8, the
sodium-sulfur battery 3 is charged in the electric power
storage-compensation device 5, in accordance with out-
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put fluctuations of power PW generated by the wind power
generation device 7. In detail, by controlling the charge
(i.e., power -PN) of the sodium-sulfur battery 3 so that
power PN measured by the power meter 42 is "PN = -PW",
fluctuating power PW is consumed, as a result of which
power PT output from the whole interconnected system
8 can be brought to 0.
[0028] In either of the case of charging the sodium-
sulfur battery 3 and the case of discharging the sodium-
sulfur battery 3, the sodium-sulfur battery 3 is charged
or discharged by changing a control target value of the
bidirectional converter 4 in the electric power storage-
compensation device 5 based on the output (power PW)
of the wind power generation device 7 so that power for
compensating for the output is input or output, thereby
absorbing output fluctuations of the wind power genera-
tion device 7. Since stable power of high quality can be
supplied by using the natural energy power generation
device (the wind power generation device 7) that emits
almost no carbon dioxide and the sodium-sulfur battery
3 (the electric power storage-compensation device 5),
the interconnected system 8 is a favorable power gen-
eration system.
[0029] The following describes, with reference to FIG.
2, a method of managing a remaining battery level of
each individual sodium-sulfur battery 3, and controlling
input/output power distributed to each individual sodium-
sulfur battery 3 based on a difference between the re-
maining battery level ("remaining level" in FIG. 2) and a
remaining battery level target value ("target remaining
level" in FIG. 2) common to all sodium-sulfur batteries 3,
in the interconnected system 8 shown in FIG. 1.
[0030] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a logic of
distributing a total control quantity assigned to all sodium-
sulfur batteries in the interconnected system, to each so-
dium-sulfur battery. The total control quantity is distrib-
uted into 1/n, and weighted using "(target remaining level
- remaining level)" as a parameter (in the example of FIG.
2, multiplied by a value (absolute value) obtained by di-
viding "(target remaining level - remaining level)" by "tar-
get remaining level"). After this, a control quantity ob-
tained as a result of cutting a set value or more by a limiter
is assigned to each sodium-sulfur battery 3 (unit) of No.
1 to No. n constituting the interconnected system 8, as
No. 1 to No. n NAS battery control quantity. The set value
(upper limit) of the limiter may be individually determined
for each control quantity after the distribution into 1/n.
[0031] Since the limiter is provided in the calculation
of the control quantity assigned to each sodium-sulfur
battery 3 (unit) of No. 1 to No. n, there may be the case
where the control quantity actually assigned to each so-
dium-sulfur battery 3 after passing the limiter (i.e., an
output value of the limiter) is smaller than the value ob-
tained by distributing the total control quantity into 1/n
(i.e., an input value of the limiter). In view of this, a sum
(limiter shortage correction quantity) of the difference be-
tween the input value and the output value of each limiter
is calculated (in a limiter shortage correction quantity cal-

culation logic) and redistributed. This limiter shortage cor-
rection quantity (control quantity) corresponds to a short-
age of a control quantity that is to be distributed to any
of the sodium-sulfur batteries 3. In detail, the redistribu-
tion is performed by adding the sum to the input value of
each limiter.

Industrial Applicability

[0032] The present invention is suitably used as a
method for controlling sodium-sulfur batteries, in an in-
terconnected system in which a power generation device
that fluctuates in output, such as a wind power generation
device, and an electric power storage-compensation de-
vice that includes a plurality of sodium-sulfur batteries
are combined to supply power to an electric power sys-
tem.

Description of Reference Numerals

[0033]

1: electric power system
3: sodium-sulfur battery
4: bidirectional converter
5: power storage-compensation device
7: wind power generation device
8: interconnected system
9: transformer
41, 42, 43, 44: power meter

Claims

1. A method for controlling a plurality of sodium-sulfur
batteries (3) that, in an interconnected system (8) in
which a power generation device (7) that fluctuates
in output power and an electric power storage-com-
pensation device (5) are combined to supply power
to an electric power system, are each included in the
electric power storage-compensation device (5) and
compensate for fluctuations of the output power of
the power generation device (7), the method com-
prising
managing a remaining battery level of each individ-
ual sodium-sulfur battery constituting the plurality of
sodium-sulfur batteries, setting a remaining battery
level target value common to all sodium-sulfur bat-
teries, and controlling input/output power distributed
to each individual sodium-sulfur battery based on a
total control quantity which is distributed between
the sodium-sulfur batteries and weighted by a mul-
tiplying factor for each individual sodium-sulfur bat-
tery according to a difference between the target val-
ue and the remaining battery level of the sodium-
sulfur battery.

2. The method for controlling a plurality of sodium-sul-
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fur batteries according to claim 1, wherein the power
generation device (7) that fluctuates in output is a
natural energy power generation device that uses
natural energy of at least one of wind, solar power,
and geothermal heat.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Steuern einer Vielzahl von Natrium-
Schwefel-Batterien (3), die in einem Verbundsystem
(8), in dem eine Leistungserzeugungsvorrichtung
(7), die Schwankungen der Ausgangsleistung unter-
liegt, und eine Ausgleichsvorrichtung zum Speichern
von elektrischer Leistung (5) kombiniert sind, um ei-
nem elektrischen Energieversorgungssystem Leis-
tung zuzuführen, jeweils in der Ausgleichsvorrich-
tung zum Speichern elektrischer Leistung (5) um-
fasst sind und Schwankungen der Ausgangsleistung
der Leistungserzeugungsvorrichtung (7) ausglei-
chen, wobei das Verfahren Folgendes umfasst:

Verwalten eines verbleibenden Batteriestandes
von jeder einzelnen Natrium-Schwefel-Batterie,
welche die Vielzahl von Natrium-Schwefel-Bat-
terien bilden, Einstellen eines verbleibenden
Batteriestandzielwerts, der allen Natrium-
Schwefel-Batterien gemeinsam ist, und Steuern
von Eingangs-/Ausgangs-Leistung, die an jede
einzelne Natrium-Schwefel-Batterie auf Basis
einer Gesamtsteuerungsgröße, die zwischen
den Natrium-Schwefel-Batterien verteilt wird,
verteilt wird und durch einen Multiplikationsfak-
tor für jede einzelne Natrium-Schwefel-Batterie
gemäß einer Differenz zwischen dem Zielwert
und dem verbleibenden Batteriestand der Nat-
rium-Schwefel-Batterie gewichtet wird.

2. Verfahren zum Steuern einer Vielzahl von Natrium-
Schwefel-Batterien gemäß Anspruch 1, worin die
Leistungserzeugungsvorrichtung (7), die Schwan-
kungen der Ausgangsleistung unterliegt, eine Leis-
tungserzeugungsvorrichtung natürlicher Energie ist,
die natürliche Energie von zumindest einem Element
von Wind, Sonnenenergie und Erdwärme einsetzt.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour commander une pluralité de batteries
au sodium-souffre (3) qui, dans un système inter-
connecté (8) dans lequel un dispositif générateur de
puissance (7) qui fluctue en termes de puissance de
sortie et un dispositif de compensation de stockage
de puissance électrique (5) sont combinés pour ali-
menter de la puissance dans un système de puis-
sance électrique, sont chacune incluses dans le dis-
positif de compensation de stockage de puissance

électrique (5) et compense des fluctuations de la
puissance de sortie du dispositif générateur de puis-
sance (7), le procédé comprenant les étapes con-
sistant à
gérer un niveau de batterie restant de chaque bat-
terie au sodium-souffre individuelle constituant la
pluralité de batteries au sodium-souffre, établir une
valeur cible de niveau de batterie restant commune
à toutes les batteries au sodium-souffre, et comman-
der la puissance d’entrée/sortie distribuée dans cha-
que batterie au sodium-souffre individuelle sur la ba-
se d’une quantité de commande totale qui est distri-
buée entre les batteries au sodium-souffre et pon-
dérée par un facteur de multiplication pour chaque
batterie au sodium-souffre individuelle conformé-
ment à une différence entre la valeur cible et le ni-
veau de batterie restant de la batterie au sodium-
souffre.

2. Procédé pour commander une pluralité de batteries
au sodium-souffre selon la revendication 1, dans le-
quel le dispositif générateur de puissance (7) qui
fluctue en termes de sortie est un dispositif généra-
teur de puissance à énergie naturelle qui utilise de
l’énergie naturelle à partir au moins de l’un parmi du
vent, une puissance solaire, et de la chaleur géo-
thermique.
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