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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a radio (wire-
less) communication system providing a radio commu-
nication service and a terminal, and more particularly, to
a method of handling time alignment command (TAC)
during a random access procedure (or process) in an
Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
(E-UMTS) or a Long Term Evolution (LTE) system.

Background Art

[0002] Figure 1 shows an exemplary network structure
of an Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (E-UMTS) as a mobile communication system
to which a related art and the present invention are ap-
plied. The E-UMTS system is a system that has evolved
from the existing UMTS system, and its standardization
work is currently being performed by the 3GPP standards
organization and provided in the document "3rd Gener-
ation Partnership Project; Technical Specification Group
Radio Access Network; Evolved Universal Terrestrial
Radio Access (E-UTRA) Medium Access Control (MAC)
protocol specification (Release 8)", 3GPP TS 36.321,
V8.4.0 (2008-12). The E-UMTS system can also be re-
ferred to as a LTE (Long-Term Evolution) system.
[0003] The E-UMTS network can roughly be divided
into an E-UTRAN and a Core Network (CN). The E-
UTRAN generally comprises a terminal (i.e., User Equip-
ment (UE)), a base station (i.e., eNode B), an Access
Gateway (AG) that is located at an end of the E-UMTS
network and connects with one or more external net-
works. The AG may be divided into a part for processing
user traffic and a part for handling control traffic. Here,
an AG for processing new user traffic and an AG for
processing control traffic can be communicated with each
other by using a new interface. One eNode B may have
one or more cells. An interface for transmitting the user
traffic or the control traffic may be used among the eNode
Bs. The CN may comprise an AG, nodes for user regis-
tration of other UEs, and the like. An interface may be
used to distinguish the E- UTRAN and the CN from each
other.
[0004] The various layers of the radio interface protocol
between the mobile terminal and the network may be
divided into a layer 1 (L1), a layer 2 (L2) and a layer 3
(L3), based upon the lower three layers of the Open Sys-
tem Interconnection (OSI) standard model that is well-
known in the field of communications systems. Among
these layers, Layer 1 (L1), namely, the physical layer,
provides an information transfer service to an upper layer
by using a physical channel, while a Radio Resource
Control (RRC) layer located in the lowermost portion of
the Layer 3 (L3) performs the function of controlling radio
resources between the terminal and the network. To do
so, the RRC layer exchanges RRC messages between

the terminal and the network. The RRC layer may be
located by being distributed in network nodes such as
the eNode B, the AG, and the like, or may be located
only in the eNode B or the AG.
[0005] Figure 2 shows exemplary control plane archi-
tecture of a radio interface protocol between a terminal
and a UTRAN (UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network)
according to the 3GPP radio access network standard.
The radio interface protocol as shown in Fig. 2 is hori-
zontally comprised of a physical layer, a data link layer,
and a network layer, and vertically comprised of a user
plane for transmitting user data and a control plane for
transferring control signaling. The protocol layer in Fig.
2 may be divided into L1 (Layer 1), L2 (Layer 2), and L3
(Layer 3) based upon the lower three layers of the Open
System Interconnection (OSI) standards model that is
widely known in the field of communication systems.
[0006] Hereinafter, particular layers of the radio proto-
col control plane of Fig. 2 and of the radio protocol user
plane of Fig. 3 will be described below.
[0007] The physical layer (Layer 1) uses a physical
channel to provide an information transfer service to a
higher layer. The physical layer is connected with a me-
dium access control (MAC) layer located thereabove via
a transport channel, and data is transferred between the
physical layer and the MAC layer via the transport chan-
nel. Also, between respectively different physical layers,
namely, between the respective physical layers of the
transmitting side (transmitter) and the receiving side (re-
ceiver), data is transferred via a physical channel.
[0008] The Medium Access Control (MAC) layer of
Layer 2 provides services to a radio link control (RLC)
layer (which is a higher layer) via a logical channel. The
RLC layer of Layer 2 supports the transmission of data
with reliability. It should be noted that if the RLC functions
are implemented in and performed by the MAC layer, the
RLC layer itself may not need to exist. The PDCP layer
of Layer 2 performs a header compression function that
reduces unnecessary control information such that data
being transmitted by employing Internet Protocol (IP)
packets, such as IPv4 or IPv6, can be efficiently sent
over a radio interface that has a relatively small band-
width.
[0009] The Radio Resource Control (RRC) layer locat-
ed at the lowermost portion of Layer 3 is only defined in
the control plane, and handles the control of logical chan-
nels, transport channels, and physical channels with re-
spect to the configuration, reconfiguration and release of
radio bearers (RB). Here, the RB refers to a service that
is provided by Layer 2 for data transfer between the mo-
bile terminal and the UTRAN.
[0010] Description of a RRC connection reconfigura-
tion will be given. In general, when the RRC connection
is established between a terminal and a network (base
station), the network provides any necessary parame-
ter(s) and their value(s) to the terminal so as to perform
data communication with the terminal. Using theses pa-
rameter(s) and their values, the terminal may be notified
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that which logical channel is configured, an identity or
identity number for each logical channel, or setting value
for timers. During a call, if these parameters and their
parameter values are needed to be changed, the network
is able to provide new parameter(s) and their value to
the terminal using a RRC connection reconfiguration
message. In this case, the terminal usually applies or
uses these new parameters immediately after receiving
the RRC connection reconfiguration message.
[0011] Description of an uplink timing alignment main-
tenance in a LTE system will be given. In the LTE system
that based on an Orthogonal Frequency Division Multi-
plex (OFDM) technology, there is possibility of interfer-
ences between terminals (UEs) during a communication
between UE and base station (eNB). In order to minimize
interferences between terminals, it is important that the
base station must manage or handle a transmission tim-
ing of the UE. More particularly, the terminal may exist
in random area within a cell, and this implies that a data
transmission time (i.e., traveling time of data from UE to
base station) can be varied based on a location of the
terminal. Namely, if the terminal is camped on edge of
the cell, data transmission time of this specific terminal
will be much longer than data transmission time of those
terminals who camped on a center of the cell. In contrast,
if the terminal is camped on the center of the cell, data
transmission time of this specific terminal will be much
shorter than data transmission time of those terminals
who camped on the edge of the cell. The base station
(eNB) must manage or handle all data or signals, which
are transmitted by the terminals within the cell, in order
to prevent the interferences between the terminals.
Namely, the base station must adjust or manage a trans-
mission timing of the terminals upon each terminal’s con-
dition, and such adjustment can be called as the timing
alignment maintenance. One of the methods for main-
taining the timing alignment is a random access proce-
dure. Namely, during the random access procedure, the
base station receives a random access preamble trans-
mitted from the terminal, and the base station can calcu-
late a time alignment (Sync) value using the received
random access preamble, where the time alignment val-
ue is to adjust (i.e., faster or slower) a data transmission
timing of the terminal. The calculated time alignment val-
ue can be notified to the terminal by a random access
response, and the terminal can update the data trans-
mission timing based on the calculated time alignment
value. In other method, the base station may receive a
sounding reference symbol (SRS) transmitted from the
terminal periodically or randomly, the base station may
calculate the time alignment (Sync) value based on the
SRS, and the terminal may update the data transmission
timing according to the calculated time alignment value.
[0012] As explained above, the base station (eNB) may
measure a transmission timing of the terminal though a
random access preamble or SRS, and may notify an ad-
justable timing value to the terminal. Here, the time align-
ment (Sync) value (i.e., the adjustable timing value) can

be called as a time advance command (referred as ’TAC’
hereafter). The TAC may be process in a MAC (Medium
Access control) layer. Since the terminal does not camps
on a fixed location, the transmission timing is frequently
changed based on a terminal’s moving location and/or a
terminal’s moving velocity. Concerning with this, if the
terminal receives the time advance command (TAC) from
the base station, the terminal expect that the time ad-
vance command is only valid for certain time duration. A
time alignment timer (TAT) is used for indicating or rep-
resenting the certain time duration. As such, the time
alignment timer (TAT) is started when the terminal re-
ceives the TAC (time advance command) from the base
station. The TAT value is transmitted to the terminal (UE)
through a RRC (Radio Resource Control) signal such as
system information (SI) or a radio bearer reconfiguration.
Also, if the terminal receives a new TAC from the base
station during an operation of the TAT, the TAT is restart-
ed. Further, the terminal does not transmit any other up-
link data or control signal (e.g., data on physical uplink
shared channel (PUSCH), control signal on Physical up-
link control channel (PUCCH) except for the random ac-
cess preamble when the TAT is expired or not running.
[0013] In general, a terminal (or UE) may perform a
random access procedure in the following cases: 1) when
the terminal performs an initial access because there is
no RRC Connection with a base station (or eNB), 2) when
the terminal initially accesses to a target cell in a hando-
ver procedure, 3) when it is requested by a command of
a base station, 4) when there is uplink data transmission
in a situation where uplink time synchronization is not
aligned or where a specific radio resource used for re-
questing radio resources is not allocated, and 5) when a
recovery procedure is performed in case of a radio link
failure or a handover failure.
[0014] In the LTE system, the base station allocates a
dedicated random access preamble to a specific termi-
nal, and the terminal performs a non-contention random
access procedure which performs a random access pro-
cedure with the random access preamble. In other words,
there are two procedures in selecting the random access
preamble: one is a contention based random access pro-
cedure in which the terminal randomly selects one within
a specific group for use, another is a non-contention
based random access procedure in which the terminal
uses a random access preamble allocated only to a spe-
cific terminal by the base station. The difference between
the two random access procedures is that whether or not
a collision problem due to contention occurs, as de-
scribed later. And, the non-contention based random ac-
cess procedure may be used, as described above, only
in the handover procedure or when it is requested by the
command of the base station.
[0015] According to the non-contention based random
access procedure of a conventional art, if the terminal
receives a time alignment command, the terminal recon-
figures an uplink synchronization by using the received
time alignment command. However, even with the non-
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contention based random access procedure, there is a
certain case that a preamble, which selected by a base
station, can be commonly used by a plurality of different
terminals. Therefore, in some case, the received time
alignment command may cause to break uplink synchro-
nization, and may create signal interference(s) within a
cell due to an unnecessary uplink transmission of TAC.

Disclosure of Invention

Solution to Problem

[0016] Therefore, an object of the present invention is
to provide a method of handling a time alignment com-
mand during a random access procedure in a wireless
communication system. More particularly, according to
the present invention, a terminal selectively applies an
uplink synchronizing alignment command (i.e., TAC) ac-
cording to a type of the random access procedure, there-
by managing a uplink synchronization without wasting of
any unnecessary radio resource(s).
[0017] To achieve this and other advantages and in
accordance with the purpose of the present invention, as
embodied and broadly described herein, there is provid-
ed a method of performing a random access procedure
by a terminal in wireless communication system, the
method comprising: receiving a command for starting a
timer; determining whether a random access preamble
transmitted in the random access procedure is not se-
lected by a terminal; and starting or restating the timer if
it is determined that the random access preamble is not
selected by the terminal.
[0018] To achieve this and other advantages and in
accordance with the purpose of the present invention, as
embodied and broadly described herein, there is also
provided a method of performing a random access pro-
cedure by a terminal in wireless communication system,
the method comprising: receiving information related to
a random access preamble from a network; transmitting
a random access preamble to the network; receiving a
command for starting a timer; determining whether the
random access preamble transmitted in the random ac-
cess procedure is selected by a network; and starting or
restating the timer if it is determined that the random ac-
cess preamble is selected by the network.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0019]

Figure 1 shows an exemplary network structure of
an Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (E-UMTS) as a mobile communication sys-
tem to which a related art and the present invention
are applied;

Figure 2 shows an exemplary view of related art con-
trol plane architecture of a radio interface protocol

between a terminal and an E-UTRAN;

Figure 3 shows an exemplary view of related art user
plane architecture of a radio interface protocol be-
tween a terminal and an E-UTRAN;

Figure 4 shows an exemplary view of a contention
based random access procedure;

Figure 5 shows an exemplary view of a non-conten-
tion based random access procedure; and

Figure 6 shows an exemplary view of a time syn-
chronization operation for an uplink transmission ac-
cording to the present invention.

Mode for the Invention

[0020] One aspect of this disclosure relates to the rec-
ognition by the present inventors about the problems of
the related art as described above, and further explained
hereafter. Based upon this recognition, the features of
this disclosure have been developed.
[0021] Although this disclosure is shown to be imple-
mented in a mobile communication system, such as a
UMTS developed under 3GPP specifications, this disclo-
sure may also be applied to other communication sys-
tems operating in conformity with different standards and
specifications.
[0022] Hereinafter, description of structures and oper-
ations of the preferred embodiments according to the
present invention will be given with reference to the ac-
companying drawings.
[0023] Figure 4 shows an operation procedure be-
tween a terminal and a base station in a contention based
random access procedure.
[0024] First, a terminal in the contention based random
access randomly may select a random access preamble
within a group of random access preambles indicated
through system information or a handover command,
may select PRACH resources capable of transmitting the
random access preamble, and then may transmit the se-
lected random access preamble to a base station (Step
1).
[0025] After transmitting the random access preamble,
the terminal may attempt to receive a response with re-
spect to its random access preamble within a random
access response reception window indicated through the
system information or the handover command (Step 2).
More specifically, the random access response informa-
tion is transmitted in a form of MAC PDU, and the MAC
PDU may be transferred on the Physical Downlink
Shared Channel (PDSCH). In addition, the Physical
Downlink Control Channel (PDCCH) is also transferred
such that the terminal appropriately receives information
transferred on the PDSCH. That is, the PDCCH may in-
clude information about a terminal that should receive
the PDSCH, frequency and time information of radio re-
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sources of the PDSCH, a transfer format of the PDSCH,
and the like. Here, if the PDCCH has been successfully
received, the terminal may appropriately receive the ran-
dom access response transmitted on the PDSCH accord-
ing to information of the PDCCH. The random access
response may include a random access preamble iden-
tifier (ID), an UL Grant, a temporary C-RNTI, a Time
Alignment Command, and the like. Here, the random ac-
cess preamble identifier is included in the random access
response in order to notify terminals to which information
such as the UL Grant, the temporary C-RNTI, and the
Time Alignment Command would be valid (available, ef-
fective) because one random access response may in-
clude random access response information for one or
more terminals. Here, the random access preamble iden-
tifier may be identical to the random access preamble
selected by the terminal in Step 1.
[0026] If the terminal has received the random access
response valid to the terminal itself, the terminal may
process each of the information included in the random
access response. That is, the terminal stores the tempo-
rary C-RNTI. In addition, the terminal uses the UL Grant
so as to transmit data stored in a buffer of the terminal
or newly generated data to the base station (Step 3).
Here, a terminal identifier should be essentially included
in the data which is included in the UL Grant (message
3). This is because, in the contention based random ac-
cess procedure, the base station may not determine
which terminals are performing the random access pro-
cedure, but later the terminals should be identified for
contention resolution. Here, two different schemes may
be provided to include the terminal identifier. A first
scheme is to transmit the terminal’s cell identifier through
the UL Grant if the terminal has already received a valid
cell identifier allocated in a corresponding cell prior to the
random access procedure. Conversely, the second
scheme is to transmit the terminal’s unique identifier
(e.g., S-TMSI or random ID) if the terminal has not re-
ceived a valid cell identifier prior to the random access
procedure. In general, the unique identifier is longer than
the cell identifier. In Step 3, if the terminal has transmitted
data through the UL Grant, the terminal starts the con-
tention resolution timer.
[0027] After transmitting the data with its identifier
through the UL Grant included in the random access re-
sponse, the terminal waits for an indication (instruction)
of the base station for the contention resolution. That is,
the terminal attempts to receive the PDCCH so as to
receive a specific message (Step 4). Here, there are two
schemes to receive the PDCCH. As described above, if
the terminal identifier transmitted via the UL Grant is the
cell identifier, the terminal attempts to receive the PD-
CCH by using its own cell identifier. If the terminal iden-
tifier transmitted via the UL Grant is its unique identifier,
the terminal attempts to receive the PDCCH by using the
temporary C-RNTI included in the random access re-
sponse. Thereafter, for the former, if the PDCCH (mes-
sage 4) is received through its cell identifier before the

contention resolution timer is expired, the terminal deter-
mines that the random access procedure has been suc-
cessfully (normally) performed, thus to complete the ran-
dom access procedure. For the latter, if the PDCCH is
received through the temporary cell identifier before the
contention resolution timer is expired, the terminal
checks data (message 4) transferred by the PDSCH that
the PDCCH indicates. If the unique identifier of the ter-
minal is included in the data, the terminal determines that
the random access procedure has been successfully
(normally) performed, thus to complete the random ac-
cess procedure.
[0028] Figure 5 shows an operation procedure be-
tween a terminal and a base station in a non-contention
based random access procedure. As compared with the
contention based random access procedure, the random
access procedure is determined to be successfully per-
formed by receiving the random access response infor-
mation in the non-contention based random access pro-
cedure, thus to complete the random access process.
[0029] In general, the non-contention based random
access procedure may be performed in the following two
cases: one is the handover procedure, and the other is
a request by the command of the base station. To be
certain, the contention based random access procedure
may also be performed in those two cases. First, for the
non-contention based random access procedure, it is im-
portant to receive, from the base station, a dedicated
random access preamble without having any possibility
of contention. Here, a handover command and a PDCCH
command may be used to assign the random access
preamble. Then, after the random access preamble ded-
icated to only the terminal itself has been assigned from
the base station, the terminal transmits the preamble to
the base station. Thereafter, the method for receiving the
random access response information is the same as that
in the above-described contention based random access
procedure.
[0030] The aforementioned non-contention based ran-
dom access procedure is initialized as the base station
indicates the terminal to start the non-contention based
random access procedure. In this case, the base station
selects a specific preamble that will be used throughout
the random access procedure, and directly notifies the
specific preamble to the terminal. For example, if the base
station notifies the terminal to use a random access pre-
amble identity number 4 (i.e., RAPID=4), the terminal
may perform the non-contention random access proce-
dure using a specific preamble corresponding to the
RAPID equals to 4.
[0031] The description of a time synchronization oper-
ation for an uplink transmission will be given as following.
[0032] When the terminal (or User equipment) re-
ceives a timing advance command MAC (medium access
control) element, the received timing advance command
may be applied by the terminal. Namely, the terminal may
stat the time alignment timer (TAT) (if the TAT is not run-
ning) or may restart the time alignment timer (if the TAT
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is already running).
[0033] When the terminal receives a timing advance
command in a random access response message, if a
random access preamble and physical random access
channel (PRACH) resource were explicitly signaled, then
the terminal may apply the timing advance command,
then the terminal may start the time alignment timer (if
the TAT is no running) or may restart the time alignment
timer (if the TAT is already running), if the random access
preamble and PRACH resource were not explicitly sig-
naled and if the time alignment timer is not running or
has expired, then the terminal may apply the timing ad-
vance command, and may start the time alignment timer,
when a contention resolution is considered not success-
fully, the terminal may stop the time alignment timer, in
other case except for the above, the terminal may ignore
the received timing advance command.
[0034] The above description of the time synchroniza-
tion operation for the uplink transmission can be repre-
sented by a following text procedure:

The UE shall:

- when a Timing Advance Command MAC control
element is received:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

- start the Time Alignment Timer (if not run-
ning) or restart the Time Alignment Timer
(if already running).

- when a Timing Advance Command is received
in a Random Access Response message:

- if the Random Access Preamble and
PRACH resource were explicitly signalled:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

- start the Time Alignment Timer (if not
running) or restart the Time Alignment
Timer (if already running).

- else, if the Time Alignment Timer is not run-
ning or has expired:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

- start the Time Alignment Timer;

- when the contention resolution is con-
sidered not successful, stop the Time
Alignment Timer.

- else:

- ignore the received Timing Advance

Command.

- when the Time Alignment Timer has expired or
is not running:

- prior to any UL-SCH transmission, use the
Random Access procedure in order to ob-
tain uplink Time Alignment.

- when the Time Alignment Timer expires:

- flush all HARQ buffers and consider the next
transmission for each process as the very
first transmission;

- notify RRC of PUCCH/SRS release;

- clear any configured downlink assignments
and uplink grants.

[0035] As mentioned above, during a non-contention
random access procedure, a one-to-one mapping is ex-
isted between a terminal and a preamble. Accordingly,
if the base station receives a specific preamble, which
was assigned to a particular terminal, the base station
may automatically realize that the specific preamble is
transmitted from the particular terminal. Further, since
the specific preamble is definitely transmitted from the
particular terminal, the base station may transmit a time
alignment command to the particular terminal by check-
ing a time synchronization of the received preamble.
Here, the terminal, which receives the time alignment
command (TAC), may adjust its own synchronization of
uplink direction using the received TAC, and may start a
time alignment timer (TAT).
[0036] In contrast, during a contention random access
procedure, a one-to-N mapping is existed between a spe-
cific preamble and a plurality of terminals using the spe-
cific preamble. Accordingly, if the base station receives
a certain preamble, which was not specifically assigned
to a particular terminal, the base station can not possible
know which particular terminal transmits the certain pre-
amble. In this case, when the base station transmits a
time alignment command (TAC) to a plurality of terminals
by checking a time synchronization of the received pre-
amble, the time alignment command (TAC) may be trans-
mitted to more than one particular terminals. Accordingly,
in this specific case, the terminal should not apply the
received time alignment command.
[0037] However, when the random access procedure
is initiated by a base station, for example, the base station
may order the terminal to start the random access pro-
cedure by using a PDCCH command, in most case, the
base station selects a particular preamble, and transmits
it to the terminal such that the particular preamble can
be used throughout the random access procedure. In
current LTE system, a total number of preambles that
can be used in the random access procedure is 64.
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Among these preambles, some of preambles may be al-
located or assigned for a non-contention based random
access procedure, and rest of preambles may be allo-
cated or assigned for a contention based random access
procedure. In a certain cell, if there is a plurality of termi-
nals existed in the certain cell and the plurality of termi-
nals actively perform the random access procedure,
available number of preamble that can be used by the
base station will be very restricted. For example, if there
is so many terminals existed in a cell, in some case, even
if the base station has to order the terminal to start the
random access procedure, the base station may not have
any available preamble for the non-contention based ran-
dom access procedure, and the delay of the random ac-
cess procedure happens. Because of such delay, a qual-
ity of call such as data transmission delay or a packet
loss, can be caused. In order to solve this, a random
access preamble 0, which is RAPID=00000, can be uti-
lized. For example, if the terminal receives a PDCCH
command with RAPID=00000, instead of using any as-
signed the preamble by the base station, the terminal
rather selects one preamble among preambles allocated
for the contention based random access procedure.
Namely, in case that the terminal receives the random
access preamble 0 from the base station, a preamble
used for the random access procedure will be selected
by the terminal. Therefore, since the preamble is even-
tually selected by the terminal, even if the initial random
access preamble (i.e., random access preamble 0) was
provided by the base station, the preamble selected by
the terminal may be also used by other terminals. There-
fore, in this situation, if the terminal receives a time align-
ment command from the base station, such received time
alignment command has to be ignored.
[0038] Accordingly, the present invention may provide
a method of handling a time alignment command during
a random access procedure performed by a MAC layer
in the LTE system. More particularly, according to the
present invention, a terminal selectively applies an uplink
synchronizing alignment command (i.e., TAC) according
to a type of the random access procedure and/or a type
of the random access preamble. For instance, if a time
alignment command is received during a random access
procedure, the terminal may determine a type of random
access preamble that was transmitted to the network. If
the transmitted random access preamble was selected
and/or indicted by the base station and if the random
access preamble is not random access preamble 0 (i.e.,
RAPID is not 00000), the terminal may adjust an uplink
synchronization using the received time alignment com-
mand, and then may start or restart the timing alignment
timer. In contrast, if the transmitted random access pre-
amble was not selected by the base station, or if the trans-
mitted random access preamble was selected by the
base station but the random access preamble is equal
to the random access preamble 0 (i.e., RAPID=00000),
the terminal may not apply the received time alignment
command.

[0039] The description of a time synchronization oper-
ation for an uplink transmission according to a first em-
bodiment of the present invention will be given as follow-
ing.
[0040] When the terminal (or User equipment) re-
ceives a timing advance command MAC (medium access
control) element, the received timing advance command
may be applied by the terminal. Namely, the terminal may
stat the time alignment timer (TAT) (if the TAT is not run-
ning) or may restart the time alignment timer (if the TAT
is already running).
[0041] When the terminal receives a timing advance
command in a random access response message, if a
random access preamble and physical random access
channel (PRACH) resource were explicitly signaled ex-
cept the case when the ordered random access preamble
was 00000, then the terminal may apply the timing ad-
vance command, then the terminal may start the time
alignment timer (if the TAT is no running) or may restart
the time alignment timer (if the TAT is already running),
if the random access preamble and PRACH resource
were not explicitly signaled or the random access pre-
amble and PRACH resource were explicit signaled and
the ordered random access preamble was 00000, and if
the time alignment timer is not running or has expired,
then the terminal may apply the timing advance com-
mand, and may start the time alignment timer, when a
contention resolution is considered not successfully, the
terminal may stop the time alignment timer, in other case
except for the above, the terminal may ignore the re-
ceived timing advance command.
[0042] The above description of the time synchroniza-
tion operation for the uplink transmission according to
the first embodiment of the present invention can be rep-
resented by a following text procedure:

The UE shall:

- when a Timing Advance Command MAC control
element is received:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

- start the Time Alignment Timer (if not run-
ning) or restart the Time Alignment Timer
(if already running).

- when a Timing Advance Command is received
in a Random Access Response message:

- if the Random Access Preamble and
PRACH resource were explicitly signalled
except the case when the ordered RA pre-
amble was 00000:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

- start the Time Alignment Timer (if not
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running) or restart the Time Alignment
Timer (if already running).

- else, if the Time Alignment Timer is not run-
ning or has expired:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

- start the Time Alignment Timer;

- when the contention resolution is considered not
successful, stop the Time Alignment Timer.

- else:

- ignore the received Timing Advance Com-
mand.

- when the Time Alignment Timer has expired or
is not running:

- prior to any UL-SCH transmission, use the
Random Access procedure in order to ob-
tain uplink Time Alignment.

- when the Time Alignment Timer expires:

- flush all HARQ buffers and consider the next
transmission for each process as the very
first transmission;

- notify RRC of PUCCH/SRS release;

- clear any configured downlink assignments
and uplink grants.

[0043] The description of a time synchronization oper-
ation for an uplink transmission according to a second
embodiment of the present invention will be given as fol-
lowing.
[0044] When terminal receives an explicit order from
Network to start a random access procedure, the terminal
starts a random access procedure. In this case, if the
ordered random access preamble is equal to ’00000’, the
terminal switches to contention based random access
and the UE has to select one of the contention based
random access preamble. Then, the terminal will transmit
the selected random access preamble to network. In or-
der words, if the order preamble is not ’00000’, the trans-
mitted random access preamble is what has been sig-
naled by network. And, if the order preamble is ’00000’,
the transmitted random access preamble is what has
been selected by UE. Thus, that random access re-
sponse were explicitly signaled and the signaled random
access response is not ’00000’ means that the transmit-
ted random access response is not selected by terminal.
Thus, based on whether the actually transmitted random
access preamble is selected by terminal, the terminal

decides whether to apply the received timing advance
command or not. In the transmitted random access pre-
amble is selected by terminal, when the terminal (or User
equipment) receives a timing advance command MAC
(medium access control) element, the received timing
advance command may be applied by the terminal.
Namely, the terminal may stat the time alignment timer
(TAT) (if the TAT is not running) or may restart the time
alignment timer (if the TAT is already running).
[0045] When the terminal receives a timing advance
command in a random access response message, if a
random access preamble, which was transmitted by ter-
minal, was not selected by a terminal (e.g., UE MAC),
then the terminal may apply the timing advance com-
mand, then the terminal may start the time alignment
timer (if the TAT is no running) or may restart the time
alignment timer (if the TAT is already running), if the ran-
dom access preamble and PRACH resource were not
explicitly signaled and if the time alignment timer is not
running or has expired, then the terminal may apply the
timing advance command, and may start the time align-
ment timer, when a contention resolution is considered
not successfully, the terminal may stop the time align-
ment timer, in other case except for the above, the ter-
minal may ignore the received timing advance command.
[0046] The above description of the time synchroniza-
tion operation for the uplink transmission according to
the second embodiment of the present invention can be
represented by a following text procedure:

The UE shall:

- when a Timing Advance Command MAC control
element is received:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

- start the Time Alignment Timer (if not run-
ning) or restart the Time Alignment Timer
(if already running).

- when a Timing Advance Command is received
in a Random Access Response message:

- if the Random Access Preamble was not
selected by UE MAC:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

- start the Time Alignment Timer (if not
running) or restart the Time Alignment
Timer (if already running).

- else, if the Time Alignment Timer is not run-
ning or has expired:

- apply the Timing Advance Command;

13 14 



EP 2 894 926 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

- start the Time Alignment Timer;

- when the contention resolution is considered not
successful, stop the Time Alignment Timer.

- else:

- ignore the received Timing Advance Com-
mand.

- when the Time Alignment Timer has expired or
is not running:

- prior to any UL-SCH transmission, use the
Random Access procedure in order to ob-
tain uplink Time Alignment.

- when the Time Alignment Timer expires:

- flush all HARQ buffers and consider the next
transmission for each process as the very
first transmission;

- notify RRC of PUCCH/SRS release;

- clear any configured downlink assignments
and uplink grants.

[0047] Figure 6 shows an exemplary view of a time
synchronization operation for an uplink transmission ac-
cording to the present invention.
[0048] As illustrated in Figure 6, a network (i.e., base
station) may transmit random access preamble related
information to a terminal. Here, the information relating
to the random access preamble may indicate an identity
of the random access preamble, or may indicate an index
of the random access preamble. Here, the index of the
random access preamble may be referred as a ’ra-Pre-
ambleIndex’. Further, the index of the random access
preamble may be related with a ’PRACH resource index’,
which is an index of a PRACH within a system frame,
and a ’ra-PRACH-Masklndex’, which defines in which
PRACHs within a system frame the UE can transmit a
random access preamble. After the information related
to the random access preamble is transmitted to the ter-
minal, the terminal may transmit the random access pre-
amble to the base station. Thereafter, a time alignment
command (TAC) is transmitted from the base station.
Here, the time alignment command may be used to start
a timer such as a timing alignment timer (TAT). Once the
time alignment command is received, the terminal may
check a type of the transmitted random access preamble
in order to determine whether the received time align-
ment command should be applied or not. For example,
if the transmitted random access preamble is determined
to be selected by the network, the received time align-
ment command is applied by the terminal to start or re-
start the timer. However, if the transmitted random ac-
cess preamble is determined to be selected by the ter-

minal, the received time alignment command is not ap-
plied by the terminal.
[0049] According to the present invention, an effective
uplink synchronization command handling method has
been provided. Namely, a stability of call by the terminal
may be improved, a data loss or a delay of the data trans-
mission may be minimized, and any signal interfer-
ence(s) causing by an unnecessary uplink transmission
of TAC may be prevented.
[0050] The present disclosure may provide a method
of performing a random access procedure by a terminal
in wireless communication system, the method compris-
ing: receiving a command for starting a timer; determining
whether a random access preamble transmitted in the
random access procedure is not selected by a terminal;
and starting or restating the timer if it is determined that
the random access preamble is not selected by the ter-
minal, wherein the received command is ignored if it is
determined that the random access preamble is selected
by the terminal, the command is a time alignment com-
mand (TAC), the command is received in a random ac-
cess response message, and the timer is a time align-
ment timer (TAT).
[0051] It can be also said that the present disclosure
may provide a method of performing a random access
procedure by a terminal in wireless communication sys-
tem, the method comprising: receiving information relat-
ed to a random access preamble from a network; trans-
mitting a random access preamble to the network; re-
ceiving a command for starting a timer; determining
whether the random access preamble transmitted in the
random access procedure is selected by a network; start-
ing or restating the timer if it is determined that the random
access preamble is selected by the network; determining
whether the received information indicates a specific pre-
amble identity; and selecting a random access preamble
if it is determined that the received information indicates
the specific preamble identity, wherein an index of the
specific preamble identity is 00000, the received com-
mand is ignored if it is determined that the random access
preamble is not selected by the network, the command
is a time alignment command (TAC), the command is
received in a random access response message, the tim-
er is a time alignment timer (TAT), and the all of the steps
are performed in a MAC layer.
[0052] Although the present disclosure is described in
the context of mobile communications, the present dis-
closure may also be used in any wireless communication
systems using mobile devices, such as PDAs and laptop
computers equipped with wireless communication capa-
bilities (i.e. interface). Moreover, the use of certain terms
to describe the present disclosure is not intended to limit
the scope of the present disclosure to a certain type of
wireless communication system. The present disclosure
is also applicable to other wireless communication sys-
tems using different air interfaces and/or physical layers,
for example, TDMA, CDMA, FDMA, WCDMA, OFDM,
EV-DO, Wi-Max, Wi-Bro, etc.
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[0053] The exemplary embodiments may be imple-
mented as a method, apparatus or article of manufacture
using standard programming and/or engineering tech-
niques to produce software, firmware, hardware, or any
combination thereof. The term "article of manufacture"
as used herein refers to code or logic implemented in
hardware logic (e.g., an integrated circuit chip, Field Pro-
grammable Gate Array (FPGA), Application Specific In-
tegrated Circuit (ASIC), etc.) or a computer readable me-
dium (e.g., magnetic storage medium (e.g., hard disk
drives, floppy disks, tape, etc.), optical storage (CD-
ROMs, optical disks, etc.), volatile and non-volatile mem-
ory devices (e.g., EEPROMs, ROMs, PROMs, RAMs,
DRAMs, SRAMs, firmware, programmable logic, etc.).
[0054] Code in the computer readable medium may be
accessed and executed by a processor. The code in
which exemplary embodiments are implemented may
further be accessible through a transmission media or
from a file server over a network. In such cases, the article
of manufacture in which the code is implemented may
comprise a transmission media, such as a network trans-
mission line, wireless transmission media, signals prop-
agating through space, radio waves, infrared signals, etc.
Of course, those skilled in the art will recognize that many
modifications may be made to this configuration without
departing from the scope of the present disclosure, and
that the article of manufacture may comprise any infor-
mation bearing medium known in the art.
[0055] As the present disclosure may be embodied in
several forms without departing from the essential char-
acteristics thereof, it should also be understood that the
above-described embodiments are not limited by any of
the details of the foregoing description, unless otherwise
specified, but rather should be construed broadly within
its scope as defined in the appended claims, and there-
fore all changes and modifications that fall within the
scope of the claims, or equivalents of such scope are
therefore intended to be embraced by the appended
claims.

Claims

1. A terminal for performing a random access proce-
dure in a wireless communication system, the termi-
nal comprising:

a transceiver adapted to receive a command for
starting a time alignment timer that is used to
control how long the terminal is considered up-
link time aligned,
wherein the command is a time advance com-
mand (TAC), and the time advance command
is received in a random access response mes-
sage; and
a processor adapted to determine whether a
random access preamble in the random access
procedure was explicitly signaled and an index

of the random access preamble was not 00000,

wherein if it is determined that the random access
preamble was explicitly signaled and the index of the
random access preamble was not 00000, the time
advance command is applied, and the time align-
ment timer is started or restarted,
wherein if it is determined that the random access
preamble was not explicitly signaled and if the time
alignment timer is not running, the time advance
command is applied, and the time alignment timer
is started,
wherein the timer alignment timer is stopped when
a contention resolution is considered not successful,
and
wherein if it is determined that the random access
preamble was not explicitly signaled and the time
alignment timer is running, the received command
is ignored.

2. The terminal of claim 1, wherein the index of the ran-
dom access preamble is a ’ra-PreambleIndex’,
which is related with at least a ’PRACH resource
index’ that is an index of a PRACH within a system
frame or a ’ra-PRACH-MaskIndex’ defining in which
PRACHs within a system frame the terminal can
transmit the random access preamble.

3. The terminal of claim 1 or 2, wherein the random
access procedure is a non-contention based random
access procedure if it is determined that the random
access preamble was explicitly signaled and the in-
dex of the random access preamble was not 00000,
wherein a one-to-one mapping exists between the
terminal and the random access preamble during
the non-contention based random access proce-
dure.

4. The terminal of any one preceding claim, wherein
the random access procedure is a contention based
random access procedure if it is determined that the
random access preamble was not explicitly signaled,
wherein a one-to-N mapping exists between the ter-
minal and the random access preamble during the
contention based random access procedure.

5. The terminal of any one preceding claim, wherein
the random access procedure is a non-contention
based random access procedure if it is determined
that the random access preamble was explicitly sig-
naled and the index of the random access preamble
was not 00000, wherein a dedicated random access
preamble is used in the non-contention based ran-
dom access procedure.

6. The terminal of any one preceding claim, wherein a
total number of random access preamble used in the
random access procedure is 64, and some of the
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random access preambles are allocated for a non-
contention based random access procedure and rest
of the random access preambles are allocated for a
contention based random access procedure.

7. The terminal of any one preceding claim, wherein
the received command is ignored if a contention
based random access procedure is switched to a
non-contention based random access procedure.

Patentansprüche

1. Endgerät zum Durchführen einer Zufallszugriffspro-
zedur in einem drahtlosen Kommunikationssystem,
wobei das Endgerät umfasst:

einen Transceiver, eingerichtet um einen Befehl
zum Starten eines Zeitabstimmungstimers zu
empfangen, der benutzt wird, um zu kontrollie-
ren, wie lange das Endgerät als Uplink-zeitab-
gestimmt erachtet wird, wobei der Befehl ein
Zeitvorrausbefehl (TAC) ist und der Zeitvorraus-
befehl in einer Zufallszugriffsantwortnachricht
empfangen wird; und
einen Prozessor, eingerichtet um zu bestim-
men, ob eine Zufallszugriffspräambel in der Zu-
fallszugriffsprozedur explizit signalisiert wurde
und ein Index der Zufallszugriffspräambel nicht
00000 war, wobei, wenn bestimmt wird, dass
die Zufallszugriffspräambel explizit signalisiert
wurde und der Index der Zufallszugriffspräam-
bel nicht 00000 war, der Zeitvorrausbefehl an-
gewendet wird, und der Zeitabstimmungstimer
gestartet oder erneut gestartet wird, wobei,
wenn bestimmt wird, dass die Zufallszugriffsprä-
ambel nicht explizit signalisiert wurde und wenn
der Zeitabstimmungstimer nicht läuft, der Zeit-
vorrausbefehl angewendet wird und der Zeitab-
stimmungstimer gestartet wird, wobei der Zeit-
abstimmungstimer gestoppt wird, wenn eine
Konfliktauflösung als nicht erfolgreich erachtet
wird, und wobei, wenn bestimmt wird, dass die
Zufallszugriffspräambel nicht explizit signalisiert
wurde und der Zeitabstimmungstimer läuft, der
empfangene Befehl ignoriert wird.

2. Endgerät nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Index der Zu-
fallszugriffspräambel ein, ra-PreambleIndex’ ist, der
in Beziehung steht mit wenigstens einem, PRACH
Resource Index’ der ein Index eines PRACH inner-
halb eines Systemframes ist, oder einem, ra-
PRACH-MaskIndex’, der definiert, in welchen
PRACHs innerhalb eines Systemframes das End-
gerät die Zufallszugriffspräambel senden kann.

3. Endgerät nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Zufalls-
zugriffsprozedur eine nicht-konfliktbasierte Zufalls-

zugriffsprozedur ist, wenn bestimmt wird, dass die
Zufallszugriffspräambel explizit signalisiert wurde
und der Index der Zufallszugriffspräambel nicht
00000 war, wobei während der nicht-konfliktbasier-
ten Zufallszugriffsprozedur eine Eins-zu-eins-Zu-
ordnung zwischen dem Endgerät und der Zufallszu-
griffspräambel besteht.

4. Endgerät nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei die Zufallszugriffsprozedur eine konflikt-
basierte Zufallszugriffsprozedur ist, wenn bestimmt
wird, dass die Zufallszugriffspräambel nicht explizit
signalisiert wurde, wobei während der konfliktbasier-
ten Zufallszugriffsprozedur eine Eins-zu-N-Zuord-
nung zwischen dem Endgerät und der Zufallszugriff-
spräambel besteht.

5. Endgerät nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei die Zufallszugriffsprozedur eine nicht-
konfliktbasierte Zufallszugriffsprozedur ist, wenn be-
stimmt wird, dass die Zufallszugriffspräambel expli-
zit signalisiert wurde und der Index der Zufallszu-
griffspräambel nicht 00000 war, wobei eine dezidier-
te Zufallszugriffspräambel in der nicht-konfliktba-
sierten Zufallszugriffsprozedur benutzt wird.

6. Endgerät nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei eine Gesamtanzahl von Zufallszugriff-
spräambeln, die in der Zufallszugriffsprozedur be-
nutzt werden, 64 beträgt und einige der Zufallszu-
griffspräambeln für eine nicht-konfliktbasierte Zu-
fallszugriffsprozedur reserviert sind und der Rest der
Zufallszugriffspräambeln für eine konfliktbasierte
Zufallszugriffsprozedur reserviert sind.

7. Endgerät nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei der empfangene Befehl ignoriert wird,
wenn von einer konfliktbasierten Zufallszugriffspro-
zedur zu einer nicht-konfliktbasierten Zufallszugriff-
sprozedur gewechselt wird.

Revendications

1. Terminal d’exécution d’une procédure d’accès aléa-
toire dans un système de communication sans fil, le
terminal comprenant :

un émetteur-récepteur adapté pour recevoir une
commande permettant de démarrer un comp-
teur d’alignement temporel qui est utilisé pour
contrôler combien de temps le terminal est con-
sidéré comme aligné temporellement en liaison
montante,
dans lequel la commande est une commande
d’avance temporelle (TAC), et la commande
d’avance temporelle est reçue dans un messa-
ge de réponse d’accès aléatoire ; et
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un processeur adapté pour déterminer si un
préambule d’accès aléatoire dans la procédure
d’accès aléatoire était signalé explicitement et
si un indice du préambule d’accès aléatoire
n’était pas 00000,

dans lequel si on détermine que le préambule d’ac-
cès aléatoire était signalé explicitement et que l’in-
dice du préambule d’accès aléatoire n’était pas
00000, la commande d’avance temporelle est appli-
quée, et le compteur d’alignement temporel est dé-
marré ou redémarré,
dans lequel si on détermine que le préambule d’ac-
cès aléatoire n’était pas signalé explicitement et si
le compteur d’alignement temporel ne tourne pas, la
commande d’avance temporelle est appliquée, et le
compteur d’alignement temporel est démarré,
dans lequel le compteur d’alignement temporel est
arrêté lorsqu’une résolution de conflits est considé-
rée comme un échec, et
dans lequel si on détermine que le préambule d’ac-
cès aléatoire n’était pas signalé explicitement et que
le compteur d’alignement temporel tourne, la com-
mande reçue est ignorée.

2. Terminal selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’in-
dice du préambule d’accès aléatoire est un
« raPreambleIndex », qui est associé avec au moins
un « indice de ressources PRACH » qui est un indice
d’un PRACH au sein d’une trame système ou un
« ra-PRACH-MaskIndex » définissant dans quels
PRACH au sein d’une trame système le terminal
peut transmettre le préambule d’accès aléatoire.

3. Terminal selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
la procédure d’accès aléatoire est une procédure
d’accès aléatoire non basée sur les conflits s’il est
déterminé que le préambule d’accès aléatoire était
signalé explicitement et si l’indice du préambule
d’accès aléatoire n’était pas 00000, dans lequel une
correspondance biunivoque existe entre le terminal
et le préambule d’accès aléatoire lors de la procé-
dure d’accès aléatoire non basée sur les conflits.

4. Terminal selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la procédure d’accès aléa-
toire est une procédure d’accès aléatoire basée sur
les conflits s’il est déterminé que le préambule d’ac-
cès aléatoire n’était pas signalé explicitement, dans
lequel une correspondance 1/N existe entre le ter-
minal et le préambule d’accès aléatoire lors de la
procédure d’accès aléatoire basée sur les conflits.

5. Terminal selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la procédure d’accès aléa-
toire est une procédure d’accès aléatoire non basée
sur les conflits s’il est déterminé que le préambule
d’accès aléatoire était signalé explicitement et si l’in-

dice du préambule d’accès aléatoire n’était pas
00000, dans lequel un préambule accès aléatoire
dédié est utilisé dans la procédure d’accès aléatoire
non basée sur les conflits.

6. Terminal selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel un nombre total de préam-
bules d’accès aléatoire utilisés dans la procédure
d’accès aléatoire est 64, et certains des préambules
d’accès aléatoire sont attribués pour une procédure
d’accès aléatoire non basée sur les conflits et le reste
des préambules d’accès aléatoire sont attribués
pour une procédure d’accès aléatoire basée sur les
conflits.

7. Terminal selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la commande reçue est
ignorée si le terminal commute pour exécuter une
procédure d’accès aléatoire non basée sur les con-
flits à partir d’une procédure d’accès aléatoire basée
sur les conflits.
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