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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to an LED retrofit lamp
and to a method of operating an LED retrofit lamp with
an alternating current.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] WO2012127371A1 discloses an electric lamp
having two pairs of external connection pins adapted for
connecting the lamp to a voltage source for powering an
internal lighting module. Each pair of pins is disconnected
from the lighting module by an open switch unless a non-
zero electric voltage is applied to the pair and causes the
switch to close. The lamp may be fitted in a switch-start
fixture, providing an ohmic connection between two pins
in different pairs, as well as a rapid-start fixture, with a
capacitive connection.
[0003] Further measures might become necessary in
order to meet increasing safety requirements for LED
retrofit lamps.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] It is an object of the present invention to provide
an LED retrofit lamp meeting reinforced insulation re-
quirements. It is a further object of the present invention
to provide a corresponding method of operating an LED
retrofit lamp.
[0005] In a first aspect of the invention, there is provid-
ed an LED retrofit lamp adapted for operation with an
alternating current. The LED lamp comprises

- an LED unit,
- a first switching device and a second switching de-

vice, said first switching device, said second switch-
ing device, and said LED unit being connected in
series;

- a startup voltage supply unit coupled in parallel to
said first switching device, said startup voltage sup-
ply unit adapted to generate a startup supply voltage
if the first switching device is in a non-conducting
state;

- an ignition detection unit coupled in parallel to said
second switching device, said ignition detection unit
adapted to generate a detection signal if the second
switching device is in a non-conducting state; and

- a switch drive unit adapted to provide said startup
supply voltage to said first and second switching de-
vices, in response to said detection signal, wherein
said first and second switching devices are adapted
to assume a conducting state upon receipt of said
startup supply voltage.

[0006] The first and second switching devices may be,
e.g., electrically operated switches, such as relays. Be-

fore insertion of the LED retrofit lamp into the lamp fixture,
or before connecting the lamp to power, both switching
devices are preferably in a non-conducting state. Accord-
ingly, the two ends of the TL tube are isolated from each
other, because no current may flow through the switching
devices on the lamp’s mains current line as long as the
switching devices are non-conducting. The ignition de-
tection unit is adapted to detect an HF signal, which is,
e.g., applied to a mains current line of the LED lamp. That
is, upon inserting both ends of the TL tube into an electric
fixture, an ignition voltage is detected, e.g., on the mains
current line. Based on the occurrence of an ignition volt-
age on the mains current line, the switch drive unit may
then cause the first and second switching devices to
change from a non-conducting state to a conducting
state. Only after the first and second switching devices
have been set to a conducting state, current may flow
through the first and second switching devices on the
mains current line and the lamp may be illuminated. If on
the other hand, only one end of the tube lamp is inserted
into the fixture, in most cases no HF signal is generated
by the ballast and in some cases no regular or sufficient
HF signal is provided on the mains current line, and the
first and second switching devices remain non-conduct-
ing. That is to say, some ballast generates some ignition
voltage in the situation when the lamp is connected to
the "hot" side of the ballast output, but such ignition volt-
age will only last for a short time. Accordingly, safety is
ensured when installing an LED retrofit lamp according
to the first aspect of the invention. The switch drive unit
may set the first and second switching devices to a con-
ducting state by supplying the startup supply voltage. In
particular, if the first and second switching devices com-
prise respective first and second relays, the switch drive
unit may set the first and second relays to a conducting
state, e.g., by providing the startup supply voltage to the
relay coil, in turn switching the relay contact such that
the relay closes (i.e., becomes conducting).
[0007] In principle, having two switching devices rather
than only one switching device already provides for im-
proved safety because, if one of the switching devices
fails (e.g., such that the switching device becomes stuck
in a conducting state), the other switching device still pro-
vides basic insulation. The first aspect of the present in-
vention provides for the additional advantage that the
lamp will indicate the failure upon the next startup. Setting
the first and second switching devices into a conducting
state requires the startup supply voltage on the one hand
and the detection signal on the other hand. If the first
switching device has failed (e.g., has become stuck) and
remains conducting, no startup supply voltage is gener-
ated. This is due to the startup voltage supply unit being
coupled in parallel to the first switching device. In other
words, if the first switching device fails (e.g., if the first
switching device comprises a stuck relay), the startup
supply voltage unit is bypassed by the first switching de-
vice such that no startup supply voltage can be provided
to the first and second switching devices. In the case that
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the first switching device is stuck in a conducting state,
the lamp will still not function, because the switch drive
unit does not set the second switching device to a con-
ducting state (because no startup supply voltage is pro-
vided to the second switching device). If, on the other
hand, the second switching device has failed and re-
mains conducting, no detection signal is generated. This
is due to the ignition detection unit being coupled in par-
allel to the second switching device. In other words, if the
second switching device fails (e.g., if the second switch-
ing device comprises a stuck relay), the ignition detection
unit is bypassed by the second switching device such
that no detection signal can be provided to the switch
drive unit. In the case that the second switching device
is stuck in a conducting state, the lamp will not function,
because the switch drive unit does not set the first switch-
ing device to a conducting state (because the ignition
detection unit does not provide a detection signal to the
switch drive unit, and therefore, no startup supply voltage
is provided to the first switching device).
[0008] The lamp is adapted for operation with an alter-
nating current, such as for example provided by a 50/60
Hz mains supply line via a suitable power supply unit,
e.g., a ballast unit of a lamp fixture.
[0009] The LED unit may preferably comprise any type
of solid state light source, such as an inorganic LED,
organic LED, or a solid state laser, e.g., a laser diode.
For general lighting applications, the LED unit may pref-
erably comprise at least one high-power LED, i.e., having
a luminous flux of more than 1 lm. For retrofit applications,
it is especially preferred that the total flux of the LED unit
is in the range of 300 lm to 10000 lm, which corresponds
to a typical 5 W to 80 W fluorescent tube lamp. Most
preferably, the forward voltage of the LED unit is in the
range of 30 V to 200 V, particularly 50 V to 100 V for a
4-foot lamp (1 foot = 0.3048 m).
[0010] The LED unit may certainly comprise further
electric or electronic components, such as an LED driver
unit, e.g. to set the brightness and/or color, rectifying cir-
cuitry, a smooting stage, a filter capacitor and/or a dis-
charging protection diode. The LED unit may comprise
more than one LED, for example in applications where
colour-control of the emitted light is desired, e.g. using
RGB-LEDs, or to further increase the luminous flux of
the LED lamp. Furthermore, the LED lamp may comprise
more than one LED unit.
[0011] The first and second switching devices may be
of any suitable type to be recurrently controlled to the
conducting and non-conducting state. As will be dis-
cussed in the following, at least one of the states can be
set by the control unit. The first and second switching
devices should in addition be adapted to the electrical
specifications of the application in terms of maximal volt-
age and current.
[0012] The LED lamp may be adapted to be connected
to a PL-type fluorescent lamp fixture. However, prefera-
bly, the LED lamp comprises at least a first and second
lamp cap. The lamp caps should be adapted to provide

an electrical connection of the LED unit and the compen-
sation circuit with the respective fixture and thus with
power. The lamp caps may thus for example be provided
with a corresponding contact element, such as a bi-pin
base. For example, the lamp caps may have the electrical
and/or mechanical properties of a T5 or T8-fluorescent
lamp.
[0013] Preferably, the LED lamp is an LED tube lamp,
such as a linear tube lamp. Most preferably, the LED
lamp is a double-capped tube lamp, e.g. having a first
and second lamp cap, arranged on opposing ends of a
housing.
[0014] According to a preferred embodiment, said LED
lamp further comprises a mains current line, said first
switching device, said second switching device, and said
LED unit being connected in series along said mains cur-
rent line; said ignition detection unit adapted to generate
said detection signal in response to detecting an ignition
voltage on said mains current line. Accordingly, the two
ends of the TL tube are isolated from each other, because
no current may flow through the switching devices on the
mains current line as long as the switching devices are
non-conducting. The ignition detection unit is adapted to
detect an HF signal applied to the mains current line.
That is, upon inserting both ends of the TL tube into an
electric fixture, an ignition voltage on the mains current
line is detected. Based on the occurrence of an ignition
voltage on the mains current line, the switch drive unit
may then cause the first and second switching devices
to change from a non-conducting state to a conducting
state. Only after the first and second switching devices
have been set to a conducting state, current may flow
through the first and second switching devices on the
mains current line and the lamp may be illuminated. If on
the other hand, only one end of the tube lamp is inserted
into the fixture, in most cases no HF signal is generated
by the ballast and in some cases no regular or sufficient
HF signal is provided on the mains current line, and the
first and second switching devices remain non-conduct-
ing. That is to say, some ballast generates some ignition
voltage in the situation when the lamp is connected to
the "hot" side of the ballast output, but such ignition volt-
age will only last for a short time. Accordingly, safety is
ensured when installing an LED retrofit lamp according
to the first aspect of the invention.
[0015] According to a further preferred embodiment,
said LED unit further comprises a steady-state voltage
supply unit. The steady-state voltage supply unit is adapt-
ed to generate a steady-state supply voltage. The steady-
state voltage supply unit is further adapted to derive a
steady-state supply voltage for said first and second
switching devices from a mains current line of said LED
lamp. The first and second switching devices may be
maintained in a conducting state, e.g., by providing the
steady-state supply voltage to the first and second
switching devices. During steady-state operation, the
steady-state supply voltage may be derived, e.g., based
on the mains current on the mains current line. In case
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the first and second switching devices comprise first and
second relays, the steady-state supply voltage may be
provided to the respective coils in order to keep the first
and second relays closed.
[0016] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the steady-state voltage supply unit is further adapted to
set said first and second switching devices at least tem-
porarily to a non-conducting state in response to a power
reduction on a mains current line of said LED lamp. Thus,
upon disconnecting one end of the TL tube lamp with the
respective fixture, current on the mains current line stops
flowing. Such change on the mains current line may be
detected, e.g., by the steady-state voltage supply unit.
The steady-state voltage supply unit then changes the
state of the first and second switching devices from con-
ducting to non-conducting. Accordingly, the two ends of
the LED retrofit lamp are insulated from each other, be-
cause no current may flow along the first and second
switching devices along the mains current line. Thus, a
user attempting to de-install the lamp according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention does not risk receiv-
ing an electrical shock by touching the contacts at one
end of the lamp if the other end of the lamp is still con-
nected to power.
[0017] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the steady-state voltage supply unit is adapted to provide
said steady-state supply voltage to the first and second
switching devices. The steady-state voltage supply unit
is connected in-between said first and second switching
devices. In particular, the first switching device and the
steady-state voltage supply unit may be connected in
series along the mains current path, and the steady-state
voltage supply unit and the second switching device may
be connected in series along the mains current path. That
way, a current signal on the mains current line passes
the first switching device before passing the steady-state
voltage supply unit, and the current signal passes the
steady-state voltage supply unit before passing the sec-
ond switching device. Likewise, a current signal on the
mains current line may pass the second switching device
before passing the steady-state voltage supply unit, and
the current signal may pass the steady-state voltage sup-
ply unit before passing the first switching device. An ad-
vantage of this preferred embodiment is that only basic
insulation requirements must be met for the first and sec-
ond switching devices. In particular, if the first switching
devices comprises a first relay with a first coil and a first
contact, and the second switching device comprises a
second relay with a second coil and a second contact,
the respective relay coil-to-contact paths must only meet
basic insulaton requirements.
[0018] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the steady-state voltage supply unit comprises a shunt
supply circuit adapted to tap energy from a mains current
line of said LED lamp during a steady-state mode of op-
eration. During startup (i.e., upon connecting power to
both ends of the LED lamp), it is possible to provide the
converted ignition voltage as the startup supply voltage

to the first and second switching devices. That is to say,
the ignition voltage is not necessarily directly provided to
the switches, instead it is adapted for providing energy
to close the two switches upon detection of ignition. How-
ever, in this case, it is further advantageous to provide
circuitry which maintains the first and second switching
devices in a conducting state, once the LED lamp is in a
steady-state operation. This can be achieved by employ-
ing the steady-state voltage supply unit, which taps en-
ergy from the mains current line. The steady-state volt-
age supply unit preferably comprises a shunt supply cir-
cuit, which taps energy from the mains current line. Ex-
amples for possible implementations of a shunt supply
circuit are described herein below.
[0019] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the shunt supply circuit comprises

- a full diode bridge and a shunt switch; and/or
- an active full bridge comprising at least two diodes

and at least two MOSFETs; and/or
- an asymmetrical half-bridge.

[0020] When the switch (or the MOSFET) is in a con-
ducting state, the mains current path is bypassed. When
the switch (or the MOSFET) is n a non-conducting state
(i.e., turned off), the main current may be used, e.g., to
charge a filter capacitor. Accordingly, it is possible to reg-
ulate the low supply voltage by controlling the state of
the switch (or of the MOSFET). The accordingly regulat-
ed supply voltage may then be used to provide energy
to the switching devices. In particular, if the switching
devices comprise first and second relays, the regulated
supply voltage may provide energy to the respective relay
coils. Preferably, the shunt supply circuit comprises an
asymmetrical half-bridge, because such circuitry com-
prises fewer components and incurs less costs.
[0021] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the startup voltage supply unit comprises a first capacitor
coupled in parallel to the first switching device. The igni-
tion detection unit comprises a second capacitor coupled
in parallel to the second switching device. In particular,
the first capacitor may serve to create the startup supply
voltage, and the second capacitor may serve to detect
an ignition phase of the HF driver, thereby generating a
detection signal.
[0022] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the first switching device comprises a first relay, and the
second switching device comprises a second relay. The
first and second relays may use, e.g., an electromagnet
to operate a switching mechanism mechanically, but the
skilled person is aware of other operating principles of
relays as well. By employing first and second relays, it is
possible to control the current flowing along the mains
current line by a low-power signal, such as a supply volt-
age provided to first and second relays.
[0023] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the first relay comprises a first coil, and the second relay
comprises a second coil. The first and second coils are
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connected to receive said startup supply voltage from
said switch drive unit. The first and second relays change
from a non-conducting state to a conducting state upon
receipt of said startup supply voltage from said switch
drive unit.
[0024] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the first and second switching devices are adapted to
assume said conducting state if said startup supply volt-
age is above a minimum threshold voltage. The first and
second switching devices may comprise, e.g., first and
second relays, respectively. Preferably, the first and sec-
ond relays are normally-open relays. Preferably, the first
and second relays only close upon receiving a non-zero
voltage, i.e., a voltage upon some minimum threshold
value.
[0025] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the LED lamp is adapted for operation with an electrical
ballast, and said ignition voltage on said mains current
line corresponds to an HF signal from said electrical bal-
last. By operating the LED lamp with an electrical ballast,
the amount of current running through the LED lamp may
be limited. Upon installing both ends of the LED lamp
into their respective fixtures, the electrical ballast may
provide an HF signal along the mains current line, which,
in turn, may be detected as an ignition voltage by the
ignition detection unit.
[0026] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the ignition detection unit is adapted to detect the HF
signal from said electrical ballast.
[0027] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the switch drive unit is adapted to control said first and
second switching devices to at least temporarily discon-
nect said LED unit from power. The switch drive unit is
further adapted to control said first and second switching
devices to at least temporarily connect said LED unit to
power. By setting the first and second switching devices
to a non-conducting state, the switch drive unit may con-
trol said first and second switching devices to at least
temporarily disconnect said LED unit from power. By set-
ting the first and second switching devices to a conduct-
ing state, the switch drive unit may control said first and
second switching devices to at least temporarily connect
said LED unit to power. Thus, the LED unit may be dis-
connected from power completely as long as the first
and/or second switching devices are in a non-conducting
state.
[0028] According to a further preferred embodiment,
during a steady-state mode of operation, said startup
voltage supply unit and said ignition detection unit are
bypassed by the first and second switching devices. The
startup voltage supply unit and the ignition detection unit
are coupled in parallel to the first and second switching
devices, e.g., along a mains current line of the lamp. Pref-
erably, the startup voltage supply unit comprises a first
capacitor and the ignition detection unit comprises a sec-
ond capacitor. The first capacitor is, e.g., coupled in par-
allel to the first switching device. The second capacitor
is, e.g., coupled in parallel to the second switching device.

Upon inserting both ends of the LED retrofit lamp into its
fixture and connecting an HF voltage, an HF current flows
through the at least one capacitor. The HF current may
provide an ignition voltage along the mains current line.
The ignition voltage may then be detected by the ignition
detection unit, e.g., by means of the second capacitor.
In response, the first and second switching devices may
be set to a conducting state by providing the startup sup-
ply voltage to the switching devices, provided a non-zero
startup supply voltage has been generated. Current may
then flow through the first and second switching devices
rather than through the first and second capacitors.
[0029] According to a further preferred embodiment, if
said first switching device is in a conducting state, said
startup voltage supply unit is bypassed by the first switch-
ing device. Further, if said second switching device is in
a conducting state, said ignition detection unit is by-
passed by the second switching device. Setting the first
and second switching devices into a conducting state
requires the startup supply voltage on the one hand and
the detection signal on the other hand. If the first switching
device has failed and remains conducting, no startup
supply voltage is generated. This is due to the startup
voltage supply unit being coupled in parallel to the first
switching device. In other words, if the first switching de-
vice fails (e.g., if the first switching device comprises a
stuck relay), the startup supply voltage unit is bypassed
by the first switching device such that no startup supply
voltage can be provided to the first and second switching
devices. In the case that the first switching device is stuck
in a conducting state, the lamp will still not function, be-
cause the switch drive unit does not set the second
switching device to a conducting state (because no star-
tup supply voltage is provided to the second switching
device). If, on the other hand, the second switching de-
vice has failed and remains conducting, no detection sig-
nal is generated. This is due to the ignition detection unit
being coupled in parallel to the first switching device. In
other words, if the second switching device fails (e.g., if
the second switching device comprises a stuck relay),
the ignition detection unit is bypassed by the second
switching device such that no detection signal can be
provided to the switch drive unit. In the case that the
second switching device is stuck in a conducting state,
the lamp will not function, because the switch drive unit
does not set the first switching device to a conducting
state (because the ignition detection unit does not pro-
vide a detection signal to the switch drive unit, and there-
fore, no startup supply voltage is provided to the first
switching device).
[0030] According to a further preferred embodiment,
the first second switching device comprises a first relay,
and the second switching device comprises a second
relay. Preferably, the first and second relays are normally
open relays. By providing first and second relays in a
normally open state, the first and second relays are nor-
mally non-conducting. In other words, if no startup or no
steady-state supply voltage is applied to the relay coils,

7 8 



EP 2 995 174 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

no current may flow along the mains current line of the
LED retrofit lamp. However, if a startup supply voltage is
applied to the relay coils, the first and second relays close
and thereby change into a conducting state such that
current may flow along the mains current line of the lamp.
[0031] In a second aspect of the invention, a method
of operating an LED retrofit lamp with an alternating cur-
rent is provided. The LED lamp comprises an LED unit,
a first switching device and a second switching device,
said first switching device, said second switching device,
and said LED unit being connected in series. The method
comprises the steps of

- generating a startup supply voltage if the first switch-
ing device is in a non-conducting state;

- generating a detection signal if the second switching
device is in a non-conducting state;

- in response to said detection signal, providing said
startup supply voltage to said first and second
switching devices, wherein said first and second
switching devices are adapted to assume a conduct-
ing state upon receipt of said startup supply voltage.

[0032] It shall be understood that the LED retrofit lamp
of claim 1 and the method of operating an LED retrofit
lamp of claim 15 have similar and/or identical preferred
embodiments as defined in the dependent claims.
[0033] It shall be understood that a preferred embod-
iment of the invention can also be any combination of the
dependent claims or above embodiments with the re-
spective independent claim.
[0034] These and other aspects of the invention will be
apparent from and elucidated with reference to the em-
bodiments described hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0035] In the following drawings:

Fig. 1 shows schematically and exemplarily an ex-
ample of a conventional TL-tube,
Fig. 2 shows schematically and exemplarily an ex-
ample of a retrofit TL-tube with LEDs and electronics,
Fig. 3 shows schematically and exemplarily an ex-
ample of a retrofit TL-tube with isolated LEDs and
electronics,
Fig. 4 shows schematically and exemplarily an ex-
ample of a retrofit TL-tube with isolated LEDs and
electronics on an HF ballast fixture,
Fig. 5 shows schematically and exemplarily an ex-
ample of testing the dielectric strength of an LED
tube,
Figs. 6A and 6B show schematically and exemplarily
an example of a relay pin safety solution,
Fig. 7 shows schematically and exemplarily an em-
bodiment of an LED retrofit lamp implementing a pro-
posed TLED relay pin safety solution,
Fig. 8 shows schematically and exemplarily a further

embodiment of an LED retrofit lamp implementing a
proposed TLED relay pin safety solution,
Fig. 9 shows schematically and exemplarily a further
embodiment of an LED retrofit lamp implementing a
proposed TLED relay pin safety solution,
Fig. 10 shows schematically and exemplarily a fur-
ther embodiment of an LED retrofit lamp implement-
ing a proposed TLED relay pin safety solution,
Fig. 11 illustrates a situation, where one of the switch-
ing devices is shorted,
Fig. 12 illustrates a situation, where another of the
switching devices is shorted, and
Fig. 13 shows a flowchart schematically and exem-
plarily illustrating an embodiment of a method of op-
erating an LED retrofit lamp.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0036] Fig. 1 shows schematically and exemplarily an
example of a conventional TL-tube. Conventional TL tube
lamps are safe due to the fact that the gas inside the tube
first has to be ignited before there is a conducting path
between the two connections on the end of the tube. Ig-
nition is carried out via a combination of starter and ballast
or a HF generated high voltage. This safety is necessary
when the tube is being installed into a fixture while the
voltage is not disconnected from the mains. In the situ-
ation when the lamp is not inserted correctly (e.g., one
side inserted and the other not yet), the one side of the
lamp is connected to live mains and the electrical con-
tacts of the other side are insulated from the live mains.
As illustrated by Fig. 1, the pins of a conventional TL-
Tube are safe to touch.
[0037] However, upon using LED-based lamps, such
as LED-based retrofit lamps, there is a conducting path
between the electronics in the two ends of the tube. Thus,
safety is not guaranteed. This is illustrated by Fig. 2,
which shows a retrofit TL-Tube (TLED) comprising LEDs
and electronics (i.e., LED driver). The LEDs and the driver
do not provide sufficient protection against electrical
shock of touching the pins.
[0038] A known solution to this problem is illustrated
in Fig. 3, showing a TL-retrofit with isolated electronics
and LEDs. Power is taken from a first side of the tube,
while the other side is isolated from the first side by em-
ploying a short between the two connections on that side.
[0039] In this case there is no conducting path between
the two sides of the lamp. However, the starter must be
replaced by a short (e.g., a fuse) in order to get the lamp
working. Another disadvantage is that in the case of HF
ballast there is neither a starter nor the wires for creating
a short over the lamp without opening the fixture and
implementing the short wires. This is time consuming and
costly when switching over to the LED retrofit lamps. Fig.
4 illustrates how in a TL-retrofit with isolated electronics
and LEDs on HF ballast fixture, rewiring is needed to
make the lamp work.
[0040] There is increased interest in providing an HF
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ballast compatible TLED. In this regard, pin safety is one
of the key challenges. A possible solution comprises
electrical pin safety with a relay. An advantage of relay
pin safety is its fool-proof use. Further, the look and feel
of a normal lamp is maintained, since there are no buttons
(e.g., mechanical safety switches) at the end cap.
[0041] Fig. 5 illustrates an example setup to test the
dielectric strength of the LED tube. As an example, a test
voltage 500 may be applied to both ends of the tube in
order to assess if breakdown or flashover occurs.
[0042] Fig. 6 illustrates the basic principle of providing
pin safety with a relay. Lamp 600 comprises a relay inside
and may be connected to HF ballast 610 and mains pow-
er supply 620, which is preferably a 230-V-mains power
supply. The relay is closed when both ends of lamp 600
are energized (Fig. 6A) and stays open when only one
end of the tube 600 is energized (Fig. 6B).
[0043] Particular interest resides in complying with the
insulation requirements and providing a single fault safe
solution. To date there are little electrical pin safety so-
lutions on the market for HF compatible TLED that fulfill
the requirement of reinforced insulation.
[0044] Fig. 7 shows a block diagram of the proposed
TLED relay pin safety solution, illustrating the basic prin-
ciple. Lamp 700 comprises LED load and internal driver
740, filament emulation circuitry 750, 760, and a relay
pin safety circuit comprising first relay 710, second relay
720, and relay voltage supply 730. Lamp 700 needs to
meet reinforced insulation requirements between the
pins from one end to the other. A solution provides first
and second switching devices (such as first and second
relays 710, 720) and an insulated voltage supply 730 for
the relay coils. Both relays 710, 720 are certified for basic
insulation between the open contact and between the
coil and contact.
[0045] There are multiple parallel paths 701, 702, 703,
704, 705, 706 between the two ends of the tube, e.g., via
the two switches of the two relays, via the coil to contact
of the first relay and low voltage supply to the driver and
LEDs, via the switch of the first relay, contact-to-coil of
the second relay, and low voltage supply to the driver
and LEDs, via the left end to the low voltage supply, and
to the driver and LEDs.
[0046] All those paths 701, 702, 703, 704, 705, 706
must meet reinforced insulation requirements. Rein-
forced insulation is provided by a single insulation system
which provides a degree of protection against electric
shock equivalent to double insulation. In other words,
reinforced insulation can be constructed with two basic
insulations. From Fig. 7, it can be seen that reinforced
insulation may be achieved by constructing the circuit
accordingly. The system is single fault safe, i.e., safe
when bridging one of the insulation barriers.
[0047] The relay coil supply voltage may comprise an
ignition detection that detects HF signal from ballast 770
(which is connected to mains power supply 780) and a
steady-state supply voltage unit that may be derived from
the ballast output current for supplying DC voltage to the

first and second relay coils.
[0048] A relay suitable for a preferred embodiment
must be released according to basic insulation require-
ments (with respect to insulation between coil and con-
tact, and between the open contacts).
[0049] Relays 710, 720 stay open when only one side
of lamp 700 is inserted. The main current can only flow,
when both sides of lamp 700 are fully inserted in the lamp
holders. If only one side of lamp 700 is inserted, the relay
coil will not get a voltage and the open contact provides
pin safety.
[0050] The relay contact switches the current from HF
ballast 770. HF current from ballast 770 can, e.g., be
detected via a Y-capacitor and provide initial voltage to
power the relay coil, so that the contacts of first and sec-
ond relays 710, 720 close. The supply is taken over by
the steady state coil voltage supply 730.
[0051] Insulation barriers for relay coil voltage supply
730 can be constructed using safety components like
transformers, Y-capacitor, etc. Examples are explained
herein below.
[0052] Fig. 8 shows another example of implementing
a relay pin safety into an LED lamp 800, which may pref-
erably be a HF-compatible TLED 800 with a non-isolated
shunt supply 890 for the relay coil. Relay voltage supply
during startup phase is arranged via Y-capacitors C1,
C2. Initial HF current flows via Y-capacitors C1, C2. This
current energizes the coils of first and second relays 710,
720 and closes the respective contacts. In a steady-state
operating mode, the relay coil supply voltage is derived
by shunt supply 890 by tapping energy from the main
current flow path by using a switching network (some
examples of which are shown in Fig. 11). However, in
this circuit the coil-to-contact path of the first relay 710
must meet reinforced insulation requirements. Capaci-
tors C1 and C2 meet basic insulation requirements (i.e.,
C1 and C2 may be of Y-2 type). However, capacitors C1
and C2 may be replaced by a single capacitor (not
shown), as long as the capacitor is of Y-1 type (i.e., pro-
viding reinforced insulation). The single capacitor is then
connected in parallel with the string of two relays 710,
720.
[0053] Furthermore, the system can be implemented
as illustrated by Fig. 9, showing relay pin safety for an
LED lamp 900, which may preferably be an HF compat-
ible TLED 900 with a non-isolated shunt supply 890 ar-
ranged in between the two relays 710, 720. The relay
coil shunt voltage supply 890 is located between the two
relays 710, 720. This setup provides the advantage that
the relay coil-to-contact must meet only basic insulation
requirements. In particular, capacitors C1 and C2 may
be Y-capacitors. The principle of the circuit is similar to
the one in Fig. 8.
[0054] The system meets reinforced isolation require-
ments. However, the relays still bridge each basic isola-
tion barrier. A well-known failure mode of relays is a stuck
contact. This by itself does not form a problem, since the
setup only reduces to basic isolation. However, if the
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TLED remains functioning with a single shorted relay,
there is no external indication of the failure and the prod-
uct will continue to be used. If in time the second relay
fails as well (e.g., as a short), no protection to the end
user is left at all. Such condition is undesired.
[0055] To avoid this situation the circuit should detect
whether one of the relays is shorted at start-up. If this is
the case no drive signal should be applied to the relays.
In this situation the TLED will not work with a shorted
relay, thereby giving a clear indication of a problem to
the end-user. No longer switching the relay will also avoid
further degradation of the remaining relay avoiding the
potential short condition.
[0056] A detailed drawing of a solution according to
one aspect of the present invention is shown in Fig. 10.
The figure focuses on the switching devices (e.g. relays)
710, 720 and their control circuits 1010, 1020, 1030. The
basic circuit consists of three blocks 1, 2 and 3 with two
basic isolation barriers in between. On top of the relay
driving part 1030 an additional protection block 1060 and
a detuning network 1050 are shown. Detuning network
1050 and protection block 1060 are both optional. They
are there to provide protection against overcurrent, a DC
offset in the lamp input current, open LED load, etc., and
fault conditions. These failures may be detected via de-
tuning network 1050 and protection block 1060. Upon
detection the relays will be switched off to ensure product
safety.
[0057] The basic trick in the implementation is the use
of a first capacitor, between parts 1 and 2 to create the
start-up power supply and of a second capacitor, be-
tween parts 2 and 3 to detect the ignition phase of the
HF driver. The detection signal initiates the closing of the
relays.
[0058] The lower part of Fig. 10 illustrates the operation
of relay drive unit 1030. Upon startup 1031, the lamp is
in an off-state 1036. If supply voltage and ignition detec-
tion 1032 are present, the lamp may be set to an on-state
1037. If a supply voltage is not present, the lamp will
return to an off-state 1036 (step 1035). On the other hand,
if a supply voltage is present, but the protection block
registers an overly high current or a dc offset in the lamp
input (step 1033), the lamp will be set to an off-state 1038.
The supply voltage will then be disconnected from the
relay coils and the lamp input current is interrupted. Con-
sequently, the lamp returns to its initial off-state 1036
(step 1034). In this case, supply as well as protection
1039 are available. Off-states 1036 and 1038 are similar.
But off-state 1038 corresponds to the situation where pro-
tection triggers and relay coil supply are disconnected.
At that time there is still some energy left in shunt supply
890. This energy eventually dries out and the lamp re-
turns to initial state 1036. During this process the lamp
is actually in off-mode because the relays are in a non-
conducting mode.
[0059] To close the relays, power generated with the
capacitor between part 1 and 2 is needed. Thus, if the
first switching device (e.g., relay 710) between parts 1

and 2 is shorted, startup voltage supply unit 1010 does
not provide a startup supply voltage and driving the relays
710, 720 is not possible. A situation where relay 710 be-
tween parts 1 and 2 is shorted is illustrated in Fig. 11.
[0060] If the second switching device (preferably com-
prising a second relay 720) between parts 2 and 3 is
shorted, the capacitor between parts 2 and 3 is also by-
passed. However, the capacitor between parts 2 and 3
is used by the ignition detection unit 1020 to detect the
ignition phase. Accordingly, a startup supply voltage may
be generated with the capacitor between parts 1 and 2,
but the detection signal to drive the relays is missing. A
situation where the relay between parts 2 and 3 is shorted
is illustrated in Figure 12.
[0061] In the following an embodiment of a method of
operating an LED retrofit lamp with an alternating current,
said LED lamp comprising a LED unit, a first switching
device and a second switching device, said first switching
device, said second switching device, and said LED unit
connected in series, will exemplarily be described with
reference to a flowchart shown in Fig. 13.
[0062] In step 1310, the method of operating an LED
retrofit lamp is initiated.
[0063] In step 1320, it is determined whether or not the
first switching device is in a non-conducting state. In that
case, the startup voltage supply unit described herein
above is not bypassed by the first switching device.
[0064] If the first switching device is in a non-conduct-
ing state, a startup supply voltage is generated in step
1330, preferably by startup voltage supply unit.
[0065] In step 1340, it is determined whether or not the
second switching device is in a non-conducting state. In
that case, the ignition detection unit described herein
above is not bypassed by the second switching device.
[0066] If the second switching device is in a non-con-
ducting state, a detection signal is generated in step
1350, preferably by ignition detection unit.
[0067] In step 1360, the startup supply voltage is pro-
vided to the first and second switching devices in re-
sponse to the detection signal. As described herein
above, the first and second switching devices are adapt-
ed to assume a conducting state upon receipt of the star-
tup supply voltage.
[0068] An example application of the invention relates
to providing pin safety in any HF ballast compatible LED
retrofit lamp for TL retrofit fixtures. The invention is par-
ticularly relevant for T8 LED tubes compatible with HF
ballast.
[0069] The LED lamp can comprise any type of switch-
ing devices that allows changing between a conducting
and non-conducting state.
[0070] Although in the above described embodiments,
the switching devices comprise relays, these embodi-
ments are preferred embodiments only and in another
embodiment the switching devices can comprise, e.g.,
MOSFETs, Triac, IGBT, etc.
[0071] Although in the above described embodiments
certain configurations of voltage supply units are shown,
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the invention is not limited to a certain configuration of
voltage supply units. In an embodiment, the voltage sup-
ply unit does not comprise a rectifier, a filter capacitor,
or a transformer.
[0072] Other variations to the disclosed embodiments
can be understood and effected by those skilled in the
art in practicing the claimed invention, from a study of
the drawings, the disclosure, and the appended claims.
[0073] In the claims, the word "comprising" does not
exclude other elements or steps, and the indefinite article
"a" or "an" does not exclude a plurality.
[0074] A single unit or device may fulfill the functions
of several items recited in the claims. The mere fact that
certain measures are recited in mutually different de-
pendent claims does not indicate that a combination of
these measures cannot be used to advantage.
[0075] Determinations like detecting an ignition volt-
age on the mains current line, detecting a reduction in
power on the mains power line et cetera performed by
one or several units or devices can be performed by any
other number of units or devices. For example, the de-
tection of an ignition voltage on the mains current line
can be performed by a single unit of by any other number
of different units. The determinations and/or the control
of the LED lamp in accordance with the above described
operating method can be implemented as program code
means of a computer program and/or as dedicated hard-
ware.
[0076] Any reference signs in the claims should not be
construed as limiting the scope.
[0077] The present invention relates to an LED retrofit
lamp adapted for operation with an alternating current.
The LED lamp comprises an LED unit, first and second
switching devices (e.g., first and second relays), a startup
voltage supply unit coupled in parallel to the first switching
device, an ignition detection unit coupled in parallel to
the second switching device, and a switch drive unit for
setting the first and second switching devices to a con-
ducting state. If one of the first and second switching
devices is shorted either no startup supply voltage or no
detection signal is provided, such that the failure is indi-
cated externally to a user.

Claims

1. An LED retrofit lamp (700, 800, 900) adapted for op-
eration with an alternating current, comprising

- an LED unit (740),
- a first switching device (710) and a second
switching device (720), said first switching de-
vice (710), said second switching device (720),
and said LED unit (740) being connected in se-
ries;
- a startup voltage supply unit (1010) coupled in
parallel to said first switching device (710), said
startup voltage supply unit (1010) adapted to

generate a startup supply voltage if the first
switching device (710) is in a non-conducting
state;
- an ignition detection unit (1020) coupled in par-
allel to said second switching device (720), said
ignition detection unit (1020) adapted to gener-
ate a detection signal if the second switching
device (720) is in a non-conducting state; and
- a switch drive unit (1030) adapted to provide
said startup supply voltage to said first and sec-
ond switching devices (710, 720), in response
to said detection signal, wherein said first and
second switching devices (710, 720) are adapt-
ed to assume a conducting state upon receipt
of said startup supply voltage.

2. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 1,
wherein said LED lamp (700, 800, 900) further com-
prises a mains current line, said first switching device
(710), said second switching device (720), and said
LED unit (740) being connected in series along said
mains current line, said ignition detection unit (1020)
adapted to generate said detection signal in re-
sponse to detecting an ignition voltage on said mains
current line.

3. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 1,
wherein said LED unit (740) further comprises a
steady-state voltage supply unit (890), said steady-
state voltage supply unit (890) being adapted to gen-
erate a steady-state supply voltage, wherein said
steady-state voltage supply unit (890) is further
adapted to derive a steady-state supply voltage for
said first and second switching devices (710, 720)
from a mains current line of said LED lamp (700,
800, 900).

4. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 3,
wherein said steady-state voltage supply unit (890)
is further adapted to set said first and second switch-
ing devices (710, 720) at least temporarily to a non-
conducting state in response to a power reduction
on a mains current line of said LED lamp (700, 800,
900).

5. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 3,
said steady-state voltage supply unit (890) being
adapted to provide said steady-state supply voltage
to the first and second switching devices (710, 720),
wherein said steady-state voltage supply unit (890)
is connected in-between said first and second
switching devices (710, 720).

6. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 5,
wherein said steady-state voltage supply unit (890)
comprises a shunt supply circuit adapted to tap en-
ergy from a mains current line of said LED lamp (700,
800, 900) during a steady-state mode of operation.
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7. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 6,
wherein said shunt supply circuit comprises

- a full diode bridge and a shunt switch; and/or
- an active full bridge comprising at least two
diodes and at least two MOSFETs; and/or
- an asymmetrical half-bridge.

8. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 1,
wherein said startup voltage supply unit (1010) com-
prises a first capacitor coupled in parallel to the first
switching device (710), and wherein said ignition de-
tection unit (1020) comprises a second capacitor
coupled in parallel to the second switching device
(720).

9. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 1,
wherein said first switching device (710) comprises
a first relay, and wherein said second switching de-
vice (720) comprises a second relay.

10. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 9,
wherein the first relay comprises a first coil, and
wherein the second relay comprises a second coil;
wherein the first and second coils are connected to
receive said startup supply voltage from said switch
drive unit (1030), wherein said first and second re-
lays change from a non-conducting state to a con-
ducting state upon receipt of said startup supply volt-
age from said switch drive unit (1030).

11. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 1,
wherein said first and second switching devices
(710, 720) are adapted to assume said conducting
state if said startup supply voltage is above a mini-
mum threshold voltage.

12. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 1,
wherein the LED lamp (700, 800, 900) is adapted for
operation with an electrical ballast, and wherein said
ignition voltage on said mains current line corre-
sponds to an HF signal from said electrical ballast.

13. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim
12, wherein said ignition detection unit (1020) is
adapted to detect the HF signal from said electrical
ballast.

14. The LED lamp (700, 800, 900) according to claim 1,
wherein, if said first switching device (710) is in a
conducting state, said startup voltage supply unit
(1010) is bypassed by the first switching device
(710), and wherein, if said second switching device
(720) is in a conducting state, said ignition detection
unit (1020) is bypassed by the second switching de-
vice (720).

15. A method of operating an LED retrofit lamp (700,

800, 900) with an alternating current, said LED lamp
(700, 800, 900) comprising a LED unit (740), a first
switching device (710) and a second switching de-
vice (720), said first switching device (710), said sec-
ond switching device (720), and said LED unit (740)
being connected in series, wherein said method
comprises the steps of

- generating (1330) a startup supply voltage if
the first switching device (710) is in a non-con-
ducting state;
- generating (1350) a detection signal if the sec-
ond switching device (720) is in a non-conduct-
ing state;
- in response to said detection signal, providing
(1360) said startup supply voltage to said first
and second switching devices (710, 720),
wherein said first and second switching devices
(710, 720) are adapted to assume a conducting
state upon receipt of said startup supply voltage.

Patentansprüche

1. LED-Retrofit-Lampe (700, 800, 900), die zum Be-
trieb mit einem Wechselstrom eingerichtet ist, um-
fassend:

- eine LED-Einheit (740),
- eine erste Schalteinrichtung (710) und eine
zweite Schalteinrichtung (720), wobei die erste
Schalteinrichtung (710), die zweite Schaltein-
richtung (720) und die LED-Einheit (740) in Rei-
he geschaltet sind;
- eine Startup-Spannungsversorgungseinheit
(1010), die parallel zu der ersten Schalteinrich-
tung (710) gekoppelt ist, wobei die Startup-
Spannungsversorgungseinheit (1010) so einge-
richtet ist, dass sie eine Startup-Versorgungs-
spannung erzeugt, wenn sich die erste Schalt-
einrichtung (710) in einem nicht-leitenden Zu-
stand befindet;
- eine Zündungsdetektionseinheit (1020), die
parallel zu der zweiten Schalteinrichtung (720)
gekoppelt ist, wobei die Zündungsdetektions-
einheit (1020) so eingerichtet ist, dass sie ein
Detektionssignal erzeugt, wenn sich die zweite
Schalteinrichtung (720) in einem nicht-leitenden
Zustand befindet; sowie
- eine Schalteransteuerungseinheit (1030), die
so eingerichtet ist, dass sie der ersten und zwei-
ten Schalteinrichtung (710, 720) die Startup-
Versorgungsspannung in Reaktion auf das De-
tektionssignal zuführt, wobei die erste und zwei-
te Schalteinrichtung (710, 720) so eingerichtet
sind, dass sie nach Empfang der Startup-Ver-
sorgungsspannung einen leitenden Zustand an-
nehmen.

17 18 



EP 2 995 174 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

2. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) weiterhin eine Netz-
stromleitung umfasst, wobei die erste Schalteinrich-
tung (710), die zweite Schalteinrichtung (720) und
die LED-Einheit (740) entlang der Netzstromleitung
in Reihe geschaltet sind, wobei die Zündungsdetek-
tionseinheit (1020) so eingerichtet ist, dass sie das
Detektionssignal in Reaktion auf das Detektieren ei-
ner Zündspannung auf der Netzstromleitung er-
zeugt.

3. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die LED-Einheit (740) weiterhin eine Steady-State-
Spannungsversorgungseinheit (890) umfasst, wo-
bei die Steady-State-Spannungsversorgungsein-
heit (890) so eingerichtet ist, dass sie eine stationäre
Versorgungsspannung erzeugt, wobei die Steady-
State-Spannungsversorgungseinheit (890) weiter-
hin so eingerichtet ist, dass sie eine stationäre Ver-
sorgungsspannung für die erste und zweite Schalt-
einrichtung (710, 720) von einer Netzstromleitung
der LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) ableitet.

4. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 3, wobei
die Steady-State Spannungsversorgungseinheit
(890) weiterhin so eingerichtet ist, dass sie die erste
und zweite Schalteinrichtung (710, 720) in Reaktion
auf eine Leistungsreduzierung auf einer Netzstrom-
leitung der LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) zumindest
temporär auf einen nicht-leitenden Zustand einstellt.

5. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 3, wobei
die Steady-State-Spannungsversorgungseinheit
(890) so eingerichtet ist, dass sie der ersten und
zweiten Schalteinrichtung (710, 720) die stationäre
Versorgungsspannung zuführt, wobei die Steady-
State-Spannungsversorgungseinheit (890) zwi-
schen der ersten und zweiten Schalteinrichtung
(710, 720) geschaltet ist.

6. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 5, wobei
die Steady-State-Spannungsversorgungseinheit
(890) einen Shunt-Speisestromkreis umfasst, der so
eingerichtet ist, dass er Energie von einer Netz-
stromleitung der LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) wäh-
rend eines stationären Betriebsmodus abgreift.

7. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 6, wobei
der Shunt-Speisestromkreis umfasst:

- eine Diodenvollbrücke sowie einen Shunt-
Schalter; und/oder
- eine aktive Vollbrücke mit mindestens zwei Di-
oden und mindestens zwei MOSFETs; und/oder
- eine asymmetrische Halbbrücke.

8. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Startup-Spannungsversorgungseinheit (1010)

einen zu der ersten Schalteinrichtung (710) parallel
geschalteten ersten Kondensator umfasst, und wo-
bei die Zündungsdetektionseinheit (1020) einen zu
der zweiten Schalteinrichtung (720) parallel geschal-
teten zweiten Kondensator umfasst.

9. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die erste Schalteinrichtung (710) ein erstes Relais
umfasst, und wobei die zweite Schalteinrichtung
(720) ein zweites Relais umfasst.

10. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 9, wobei
das erste Relais eine erste Spule umfasst, und wobei
das zweite Relais eine zweite Spule umfasst; wobei
die erste und zweite Spule so geschaltet sind, dass
sie die Startup-Versorgungsspannung von der
Schalteransteuerungseinheit (1030) empfangen,
wobei das erste und zweite Relais nach Empfangen
der Startup-Versorgungsspannung von der Schal-
teransteuerungseinheit (1030) von einem nicht-lei-
tenden Zustand in einen leitenden Zustand wech-
seln.

11. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die erste und zweite Schalteinrichtung (710, 720) so
eingerichtet sind, dass sie den leitenden Zustand an-
nehmen, wenn die Startup-Versorgungsspannung
über einer Mindestschwellenspannung liegt.

12. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) zum Betrieb mit ei-
nem elektrischen Vorschaltgerät eingerichtet ist, und
wobei die Zündspannung auf der Netzstromleitung
einem HF-Signal von dem elektrischen Vorschaltge-
rät entspricht.

13. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 12, wo-
bei die Zündungsdetektionseinheit (1020) so einge-
richtet ist, dass sie das HF-Signal von dem elektri-
schen Vorschaltgerät detektiert.

14. LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei, wenn die erste Schalteinrichtung (710) in einem
leitenden Zustand ist, die Startup-Spannungsver-
sorgungseinheit (1010) von der ersten Schalteinrich-
tung (710) umgangen wird, und wobei, wenn die
zweite Schalteinrichtung (720) in einem leitenden
Zustand ist, die Zündungsdetektionseinheit (1020)
von der zweiten Schalteinrichtung (720) umgangen
wird.

15. Verfahren zum Betreiben einer LED-Retrofit-Lampe
(700, 800, 900) mit Hilfe eines Wechselstroms, wo-
bei die LED-Lampe (700, 800, 900) eine LED-Einheit
(740), eine erste Schalteinrichtung (710) und eine
zweite Schalteinrichtung (720) umfasst, wobei die
erste Schalteinrichtung (710), die zweite Schaltein-
richtung (720) und die LED-Einheit (740) in Reihe
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geschaltet sind, wobei das Verfahren die folgenden
Schritte umfasst, wonach:

- eine Startup-Versorgungsspannung erzeugt
wird (1330), wenn die erste Schalteinrichtung
(710) in einem nicht-leitenden Zustand ist;
- ein Detektionssignal erzeugt wird (1350), wenn
die zweite Schalteinrichtung (720) in einem
nicht-leitenden Zustand ist;
- in Reaktion auf das Detektionssignal die Star-
tup-Versorgungsspannung der ersten und zwei-
ten Schalteinrichtung (710, 720) zugeführt wird,
wobei die erste und zweite Schalteinrichtung
(710, 720) so eingerichtet sind, dass sie nach
Empfang der Startup-Versorgungsspannung ei-
nen leitenden Zustand annehmen.

Revendications

1. Lampe de rattrapage à DEL (700, 800, 900) adaptée
pour fonctionner avec un courant alternatif, compre-
nant

- une unité à DEL (740),
- un premier dispositif de commutation (710) et
un deuxième dispositif de commutation (720),
ledit premier dispositif de commutation (710), le-
dit deuxième dispositif de commutation (720) et
ladite unité à DEL (740) étant connectés en
série ;
- une unité d’alimentation en tension de démar-
rage (1010) couplée en parallèle audit premier
dispositif de commutation (710), ladite unité
d’alimentation en tension de démarrage (1010)
étant adaptée pour générer une tension d’ali-
mentation de démarrage si le premier dispositif
de commutation (710) est dans un état non
conducteur ;
- une unité de détection d’allumage (1020) cou-
plée en parallèle audit deuxième dispositif de
commutation (720), ladite unité de détection
d’allumage (1020) étant adaptée pour générer
un signal de détection si le deuxième dispositif
de commutation (720) est dans un état non
conducteur ; et
- une unité de commande de commutateur
(1030) adaptée pour fournir ladite tension d’ali-
mentation de démarrage auxdits premier et
deuxième dispositifs de commutation (710,
720), en réponse audit signal de détection, dans
laquelle lesdits premier et deuxième dispositifs
de commutation (710, 720) sont adaptés pour
se mettre dans un état conducteur lors de la ré-
ception de ladite tension d’alimentation de dé-
marrage.

2. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication

1, dans laquelle ladite lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900)
comprend en outre une ligne de courant secteur, le-
dit premier dispositif de commutation (710), ledit
deuxième dispositif de commutation (720) et ladite
unité à LED (740) étant connectés en série le long
de ladite ligne de courant secteur, ladite unité de
détection d’allumage (1020) étant adaptée pour gé-
nérer ledit signal de détection en réponse à la dé-
tection d’une tension d’allumage sur ladite ligne de
courant secteur.

3. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle ladite unité à DEL (740) comprend
en outre une unité d’alimentation en tension en ré-
gime permanent (890), ladite unité d’alimentation en
tension en régime permanent (890) étant adaptée
pour générer une tension d’alimentation en régime
permanent, dans laquelle ladite unité d’alimentation
en tension en régime permanent (890) est adaptée
en outre pour dériver une tension d’alimentation en
régime permanent pour lesdits premier et deuxième
dispositifs de commutation (710, 720) à partir d’une
ligne de courant secteur de ladite lampe à DEL (700,
800, 900).

4. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
3, dans laquelle ladite unité d’alimentation en tension
en régime permanent (890) est adaptée en outre
pour mettre lesdits premier et deuxième dispositifs
de commutation (710, 720) au moins temporaire-
ment dans un état non conducteur en réponse à une
réduction de puissance sur une ligne de courant sec-
teur de ladite lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900).

5. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
3, ladite unité d’alimentation en tension en régime
permanent (890) étant adaptée pour fournir ladite
tension d’alimentation en régime permanent aux
premier et deuxième dispositifs de commutation
(710, 720), dans laquelle ladite unité d’alimentation
en tension en régime permanent (890) est connectée
entre lesdits premier et deuxième dispositifs de com-
mutation (710, 720).

6. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
5, dans laquelle ladite unité d’alimentation en tension
en régime permanent (890) comprend un circuit d’ali-
mentation en shunt adapté pour tirer de l’énergie
d’une ligne de courant secteur de ladite lampe à DEL
(700, 800, 900) pendant un mode de fonctionnement
en régime permanent.

7. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
6, dans laquelle ledit circuit d’alimentation en shunt
comprend

- un pont à diodes complet et un commutateur
de shunt ; et/ou

21 22 



EP 2 995 174 B1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

- un pont complet actif comprenant au moins
deux diodes et au moins deux MOSFET ; et/ou
- un demi-pont asymétrique.

8. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle ladite unité d’alimentation en tension
de démarrage (1010) comprend un premier conden-
sateur couplé en parallèle au premier dispositif de
commutation (710), et dans laquelle ladite unité de
détection d’allumage (1020) comprend un deuxième
condensateur couplé en parallèle au deuxième dis-
positif de commutation (720).

9. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle ledit premier dispositif de commu-
tation (710) comprend un premier relais, et dans la-
quelle le deuxième dispositif de commutation (720)
comprend un deuxième relais.

10. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
9, dans laquelle le premier relais comprend une pre-
mière bobine, et dans laquelle le deuxième relais
comprend une deuxième bobine ; dans laquelle les
première et deuxième bobines sont connectées pour
recevoir ladite tension d’alimentation de démarrage
de ladite unité de commande de commutateur
(1030), dans laquelle lesdits premier et deuxième
relais passent d’un état non conducteur à un état
conducteur lors de la réception de ladite tension d’ali-
mentation de démarrage de ladite unité de comman-
de de commutateur (1030).

11. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle lesdits premier et deuxième dispo-
sitifs de commutation (710, 720) sont adaptés pour
se mettre dans ledit état conducteur si ladite tension
d’alimentation de démarrage est supérieure à une
tension de seuil minimum.

12. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle la lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) est
adaptée pour fonctionner avec un ballast électrique
et dans laquelle ladite tension d’allumage sur ladite
ligne de courant secteur correspond à un signal HF
dudit ballast électrique.

13. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
12, dans laquelle ladite unité de détection d’allumage
(1020) est adaptée pour détecter le signal HF à partir
dudit ballast électrique.

14. Lampe à DEL (700, 800, 900) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle, si ledit premier dispositif de com-
mutation (710) est dans un état conducteur, ladite
unité d’alimentation en tension de démarrage (1010)
est shuntée par le premier dispositif de commutation
(710), et dans laquelle, si ledit deuxième dispositif
de commutation (720) est dans un état conducteur,

ladite unité de détection d’allumage (1020) est shun-
tée par le deuxième dispositif de commutation (720).

15. Procédé de commande d’une lampe de rattrapage
à DEL (700, 800, 900) avec un courant alternatif,
ladite lampe (700, 800, 900) comprenant une unité
à DEL (740), un premier dispositif de commutation
(710) et un deuxième dispositif de commutation
(720), ledit premier dispositif de commutation (710),
ledit deuxième dispositif de commutation (720) et
ladite unité à DEL (740) étant connectés en série,
dans lequel ledit procédé comprend les étapes de

- génération (1330) d’une tension d’alimentation
de démarrage si le premier dispositif de com-
mutation (710) est dans un état non conducteur ;
- génération (1350) d’un signal de détection si
le deuxième dispositif de commutation (720) est
dans un état non conducteur ; et
- en réponse audit signal de détection, fourniture
(1360) de ladite tension d’alimentation de dé-
marrage auxdits premier et deuxième dispositifs
de commutation (710, 720), dans lequel lesdits
premier et deuxième dispositifs de commutation
(710, 720) sont adaptés pour se mettre dans un
état conducteur lors de la réception de ladite ten-
sion d’alimentation de démarrage.
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