
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
37

2 
26

6
B

1
*EP003372266B1*

(11) EP 3 372 266 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
01.01.2020 Bulletin 2020/01

(21) Application number: 18164794.2

(22) Date of filing: 02.10.2007

(51) Int Cl.:
A61M 11/04 (2006.01) A61M 15/00 (2006.01)

A61M 16/00 (2006.01) F02M 65/00 (2006.01)

(54) CONTINUOUS HIGH PRESSURE DELIVERY SYSTEM

KONTINUIERLICHES HOCHDRUCK-AUSGABESYSTEM

SYSTÈME DE DISTRIBUTION HAUTE PRESSION EN CONTINU

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MT NL PL PT RO SE 
SI SK TR

(30) Priority: 02.10.2006 US 849038 P

(43) Date of publication of application: 
12.09.2018 Bulletin 2018/37

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
07843691.2 / 2 083 894

(73) Proprietor: Philip Morris Products S.A.
2000 Neuchâtel (CH)

(72) Inventors:  
• AMMANN, David

Richmond, VA Virginia 23261 (US)
• BROOKMAN, Don

Richman, VA Virginia 23225 (US)
• GROLLIMUND, Gary

Chesterfield, VA Virginia 23832 (US)

• MAHARAJH, Niranjan
Richmond, VA Virginia (US)

• MCRAE, Douglas
Chesterfield, VA Virginia 23832 (US)

• SPRINKEL, F., Murphy
Glen Allen, VA Virginia 23059 (US)

• SRINIVASAN, Sudarsan
North Brunswick, NJ 08902 (US)

(74) Representative: Marlow, Nicholas Simon
Reddie & Grose LLP 
The White Chapel Building 
10 Whitechapel High Street
London E1 8QS (GB)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A- 0 624 379 WO-A-01/38514
WO-A-97/42993 WO-A-03/053502
WO-A-2005/003547 DE-B- 1 077 828
FR-A- 2 543 442 US-A- 5 916 524
US-A1- 2003 108 342  



EP 3 372 266 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Capillary aerosol technology and capillary aer-
osol generators have been described in US 5 743 251.
[0002] WO 20053547/003547 describes a fuel vapor-
ization system comprising a capillary flow passage to
which liquid fuel is pumped. The fuel is heated in the
passage and at least a portion of it is vaporized and it
passes out of the passage outlet. A first surface of a va-
porization member is exposed to heat generated by the
system; the vaporization member is positioned so that
fuel passing out of the passage outlet impinges on a sec-
ond surface of the member whereby a stream of sub-
stantially vaporized fuel is generated. The capillary flow
passage has a valve at its inlet end to connect the pas-
sage to either a source of liquid fuel or a source of oxidant,
which can clean the passage to avoid it being clogged.
A controller can operate the valve so that the passage is
cleaned by the oxidant at regular intervals.
[0003] US 5 916 524 describes an apparatus and
method for dispensing aerosolized reagents in accurate-
ly measured quantities. One or more piston pumps pump
reagent to an dispenser which can be operated to pro-
duce individual droplets or a spray pattern. This allows
continuous delivery of reagent at an accurately metered
flow rate independently of the operating parameters of
the apparatus, to attain a desired flow rate, droplet size
or mist quality, droplet frequency and droplet velocity.

SUMMARY

[0004] According to the present invention, there is pro-
vided a method of dispensing a liquid or aerosol to main-
tain a clog free capillary system, comprising supplying a
liquid formulation from a pumping unit to a capillary of an
aerosol generator unit at a flow rate, vaporizing at least
a portion of the liquid formulation within the capillary of
the aerosol generator unit, and periodically increasing
the flow rate from a first flow rate to a second flow rate.
[0005] In accordance with an embodiment of the in-
vention, a method of delivering an aerosol of a drug con-
tinuously to a remote location comprises generating an
aerosol of the drug by a method according to the inven-
tion, admixing heated air with the generated aerosol so
as to produce a heated aerosol of increased flow rate;
and communicating said heated aerosol along a passage
to said remote location.
[0006] In accordance with a further embodiment of the
invention, a method of producing an aerosol comprises
generating an aerosol generating an aerosol by a method
according to the invention and admixing heated air with
the generated aerosol so as to reduce condensation.
[0007] Also according to the invention there is provided
a system for maintaining a clog free capillary comprising
an aerosol generator unit having a capillary passage, a
liquid formulation, a pumping unit which supplies the liq-

uid formulation to the aerosol generator unit at a flow
rate, wherein at least a portion of the liquid formulation
is vaporized within the capillary of the aerosol generator
unit; and a controller which operates the pumping unit to
provide for periodic increases in the flow rate for clog
prevention.
[0008] In accordance with one embodiment of the in-
vention, a drug delivery system, comprises a system ac-
cording to the invention wherein a liquid formulation is
partially vaporized to form an aerosol, a flow passage
having an inlet end in fluid communication with an outlet
of the aerosol generator unit and an outlet adapted for
connection to a patient interface which supplies ventila-
tion to a patient’s lungs, at least one condensate collector
adapted to collect condensed liquid or liquid produced
by the aerosol generator unit, and a transition adapter
arranged to mix aerosol produced by the aerosol gener-
ator unit with heated air and directs the mixed aerosol
into the inlet end of the flow passage.
[0009] In accordance with a further embodiment of the
invention, a drug delivery system, comprises a system
according to the invention, a disposable assembly that
operates at high pressures, a flow passage having an
inlet end in fluid communication with an outlet of the aer-
osol generator unit and an outlet adapted for connection
to a patient interface which supplies ventilation to a pa-
tient’s lungs, at least one condensate collector adapted
to collect condensed liquid or liquid produced by the aer-
osol generator unit, and a transition adapter arranged to
mix aerosol produced by the aerosol generator unit with
heated air and directs the mixed aerosol into the inlet end
of the flow passage.
[0010] In accordance with another embodiment of the
invention, an apparatus to produce an aerosol comprises
a system according to the invention, an arrangement to
produce a flow of heated air, and a mixer to mix the flow
of heated air with an output of the heated capillary aerosol
generator.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a drug delivery system
in accordance with one embodiment having a dis-
posable assembly housing in an open position.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the drug delivery sys-
tem of FIG. 1 with the disposable assembly housing
in a closed position.
FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the drug delivery sys-
tem of FIGS. 1 and 2.
FIG. 4 is another exploded view of the drug delivery
system.
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a disposable assembly
of the drug delivery system of FIG. 1.
FIG. 6 is a side view of the disposable assembly of
FIG. 5. FIG. 7 is an exploded view of the disposable
assembly of FIG. 5.
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FIG. 8A is a perspective view of the valve assembly
of the disposable assembly of FIG. 5.
FIG. 8B is a schematic diagram of the valve assem-
bly.
FIGS. 8C-8E are schematic diagrams of the valve
assembly and the syringe pumps in accordance with
an embodiment.
FIG. 9 is a chart showing the benefit and effective-
ness of periodically increasing the flow rate.
FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of one of the valves
of the valve assembly as shown in FIG. 8A.
FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a drug delivery sys-
tem in accordance with another embodiment.
FIG. 12 is a top view of the base unit of the drug
delivery system of FIG. 11.
FIG. 13 is a side view of the base unit of the drug
delivery system of FIG. 11.
FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the heater body or
subassembly of the drug delivery system of FIG. 11.
FIG. 15 is a perspective view of the disposable as-
sembly of the drug delivery system of FIG. 11.
FIG. 16 is an exploded view of the disposable as-
sembly of FIG. 15.
FIG. 17 is a block diagram of a drug delivery system
in accordance with an embodiment.
FIG. 18 is a chart of a drug delivery system showing
drug concentration (milligrams per liter of air) versus
flow rate (liter per minute) in accordance with an em-
bodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] Aerosols are useful in a wide variety of applica-
tions. For example, it is often desirable to treat respiratory
ailments with, or deliver drugs by means of, aerosol
sprays of finely divided particles of liquid and/or solid,
e.g., powder, medicaments, etc., which are inhaled into
a patient’s lungs. Aerosols can be generated from a heat-
ed capillary aerosol generator by feeding a solution or
suspension in a liquid state to a capillary while heating
the capillary sufficiently such that the solution (or the car-
rier portion of the suspension) is volatilized, so that upon
discharge from the heated capillary, the solution (or sus-
pension) is in the form of an aerosol. The length of the
capillary can depend on heat requirements dictated by,
among other factors, the composition of the aerosol to
be generated. A potential problem associated with direct-
ly heated capillary aerosol generators is broad temper-
ature variations inside the capillary tube that may lead to
overheating and substandard aerosol formation, result-
ing in clogging of the capillary tube and/or failure of a
capillary aerosol generator.
[0013] In accordance with one embodiment, the aero-
sol generating system can be used to aspirate a liquid
material or formulation from a disposable assembly (i.e.,
a container closure system), and dispense it through an
aerosol generator or capillary tube sub-assembly for de-
livery of a continuous aerosolization.

[0014] In accordance with another embodiment, a ther-
mally conductive heater block encases a capillary pas-
sage through a block, such as a capillary tube, such that
the thermally conductive heater block maximizes heat
transfer substantially evenly and uniformly from the ther-
mally conductive heater block to the capillary tube. In
accordance with one embodiment, the thermally conduc-
tive heater block is preferably a stainless steel block hav-
ing an upper half and a lower half, which is adapted to
receive an aerosol generator in the form of a capillary
tube, and heater cartridges and electrical leads attached
to the heater cartridges. The electrical leads are connect-
ed to a power source. The power source is selected in
view of the characteristics of the components of the aer-
osol generator.
[0015] In accordance with a further embodiment, the
drug delivery system is able to provide a method for con-
trolling the fluid flow from a source to an output at high
pressure and to allow fluid flow and stop flow under high
pressure (i.e., at least 2000 psi) in a disposable and low
cost system.
[0016] In operation, the electrical leads transfer power
from the power source to the heater cartridges that are
inserted into the thermally conductive heater block, there-
by heating the thermally conductive heater block. When
heated, the thermally conductive heater block transfers
heat to the aerosol generator or capillary tube and thus
substantially evenly and uniformly heats the capillary
tube to a temperature sufficient to at least partially vola-
tilize the liquid material or the liquid formulation that is
introduced to the heated capillary tube. For example, the
at least partially volatilized liquid material or liquid formu-
lation can be driven through a restrictor to atomize the
liquid material or formulation. The volatilized material
mixes with air supplied by a heated sheath air source
within an aerosol confinement member at a distal end of
the heater block and forms an aerosol.
[0017] Liquid material is preferably introduced into the
capillary tube through an inlet of the capillary tube con-
nected to a source of liquid material. The volatilized ma-
terial is driven out of the capillary tube through the outlet
of the capillary tube, i.e., the back pressure of the liquid
from the source of liquid material causes the liquid to be
ejected from the outlet.
[0018] Electrical current passed directly through a con-
ductive capillary tube may provide uneven heating across
the length of the capillary tube, with temperature varia-
tions inside the capillary tube on the order of about 50
degrees Celsius (°C) to 100 degrees Celsius (°C). In con-
trast, a heater block and heated capillary aerosol gener-
ator provides substantially even and uniform heating
across the heated length of the capillary tube. Because
the thermally conductive material of the heater block has
a mass that is preferably at least about ten times the
mass of the capillary tube and the heater cartridges are
preferably positioned longitudinally within the heater
block, the temperature inside the capillary tube preferably
varies by less than about 5 °C. Further, by providing elec-

3 4 



EP 3 372 266 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

trical energy to the heater cartridges in a controlled man-
ner, the temperature inside the capillary tube can be ac-
curately maintained.
[0019] Since the heater block provides substantially
even and uniform heat distribution along the length of the
capillary tube, liquid material or volatilized liquid material
can be heated to a desired temperate range without over-
heating the liquid. Overheating can impair aerosol for-
mation and/or result in clogging of the capillary tube
and/or failure of an aerosol generator. In accordance with
one embodiment, the drug delivery system includes an
aerosol generator and a heater block, wherein the tem-
perature of the heater block and the thermally conductive
material is heated to and maintained at an operating tem-
perature (i.e., a temperature at which liquid material in
the capillary tube is volatilized), which is in the range of
about 250 °C to 400 °C. Accordingly, it would be desirable
to provide a constant, uniform temperature source for a
medical or drug delivery system having an aerosol gen-
erator, and wherein a liquid formulation is partially vapor-
ized to form an aerosol for inhalation.
[0020] FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a drug de-
livery system 10 (or aerosol generator system) in accord-
ance with one embodiment. As shown in FIG. 1, the drug
delivery system 10 comprises a base unit 20, which is
adapted to receive a disposable assembly 40 in the form
of a sterile disposable fluid system. The base unit 20 is
comprised of a housing 22, a disposable assembly hous-
ing 30 adapted to receive the disposable assembly 40,
a compact reconfigurable input/output (I/O) controller as-
sembly 36 (FIG. 3) and a user interface 24. The user
interface 24 can be a touch screen panel as shown in
FIG. 1, or other suitable interface system for input of in-
formation and receiving of operational data from the sys-
tem 10.
[0021] The disposable assembly housing 30 is prefer-
ably comprised of a clam-shell like housing, which is
adapted to receive the disposable assembly 40. The dis-
posable assembly 40 preferably includes a heater block
subassembly 90 with an aerosol generator unit 50 (FIG.
7) therein. As shown in FIG. 1, the disposable assembly
housing 30 in the base unit 20 is comprised of an upper
or first half 32 and a lower or second half 34, which is
adapted to surround the disposable assembly 40 in a
clam-shell configuration, including a handle for ease of
opening and closing of the housing 30. The disposable
assembly 40 fits within the lower or second half of the
housing 30, and ensures that the components of the dis-
posable assembly 40 are matched to their respective
connections within the base unit 20. In use, the heater
block subassembly 90 has an indirect heating block 150
(FIG. 7), which encases an aerosol generator (or aerosol
generating unit) 50, for heating a liquid material or liquid
formulation, which is pumped through the aerosol gen-
erator unit 50 at a constant and continuous rate by a
pumping unit 260. In accordance with an embodiment,
the pumping unit 260 includes two syringe pumps 262,
264 and a valving arrangement or assembly 60 operable

to supply liquid formulation into an inlet of one syringe
pump 262, 264 during delivery of liquid formulation to the
aerosol generator unit 50 by the other syringe pump 262,
264.
[0022] FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of the drug
delivery system 10 of FIG. 1 with the disposable assem-
bly housing 30 in a closed position. The disposable as-
sembly 40 is attachable to a source of liquid material or
liquid formulation 136 (FIG. 5), which is partially vapor-
ized to form an aerosol. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the
housing 22, the disposable assembly housing 30, the
compact reconfigurable input/output (I/O) controller as-
sembly 36 and the user interface 24 are preferably part
of and/or incorporated into the base unit 20 of the aerosol
generating system 10. It can be appreciated that since
the disposable assembly 40 is disposable, the aerosol
generating system 10 is much more attractive from a cost
standpoint, since the system 10 can be reused in a hos-
pital setting.
[0023] In accordance with one embodiment, the cap-
illary aerosol generating system 10 is adapted to contin-
uously deliver a liquid material or liquid formulation 136
as an aerosol, wherein the liquid material or formulation
136 is heated in an aerosol generator 50 to partially va-
porize at least some of the liquid material or liquid formu-
lation 136. In accordance with a preferred embodiment,
the liquid material or liquid formulation 136 is Surfaxin ®
manufactured by Discovery Laboratories, Inc. In the for-
mation of an aerosol, the liquid material or liquid formu-
lation 136 is pumped through an aerosol generator 50
preferably in the form of a heated capillary tube. The aer-
osol generating system 10 can be comprised of a base
unit 20 and wetted components including a sterile dis-
posable fluid system or disposable assembly 40. In ac-
cordance with one embodiment, the base unit 20 prefer-
ably includes an enclosure or housing 22, a pumping unit
260 having a pair of syringe pumps 262, 264, a compact
reconfigurable input/output (I/O) controller assembly 36
and a user interface 24.
[0024] The liquid material or liquid formulation 136 will
preferably be a refrigerated formulations such as a sur-
factant, or other suitable material. The liquid material or
liquid formulations 136 are preferably contained within a
refrigerated dose packet 350 (FIG. 17) having an outer
protective foil bag. The refrigerated liquid material or liq-
uid formulation 136 is preferably heated using a hot
plate/stirrer 300 (FIG. 17) or other suitable heating device
to form a suitable formulation for delivery to the syringe
assembly 70. It can be appreciated that these formula-
tions 136 are usually quite viscous, although they com-
prise mostly water.
[0025] FIG. 3 shows an exploded view of the drug de-
livery system 10 of FIGS. 1 and 2. As shown in FIG. 3,
the drug delivery system 10, the housing 22 is comprised
of a front panel assembly 21, a left side panel assembly
23, a right side panel assembly 25, a base panel assem-
bly 27 and a back panel assembly 29, a vent panel as-
sembly 31, a compact reconfigurable input/output (I/O)
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controller assembly 36 and a touch screen panel assem-
bly 24. The base unit 20 is adapted to house the electric
components, printed circuit boards (PCB), power source,
flow controllers, thermocouple devices and controls, volt-
age control coil, motors, fans to cool the unit, and other
related digital and electronic devices for operation of the
drug delivery system 10. The system 10 can also include
a flow controller 41 having a line 43 into the flow controller
41 from a source of pressurized air (such as a pressurized
air line in a hospital room) and a line 45 from the flow
controller 41 to an underside of the housing 30.
[0026] FIG. 4 shows another exploded view of the drug
delivery system 10. As shown in FIG. 4, the base unit 20
includes further includes a top panel assembly 33 and a
top panel assembly cover 35. The base unit 20 also pref-
erably includes a control system, such as a compact
reconfigurable input/output (I/O) controller assembly 36,
which is operable to activate the aerosol generator unit
50 and the pumping unit 260.
[0027] In accordance with one embodiment, the com-
pact reconfigurable input/output (I/O) controller assem-
bly 36 effects an initial filling of the syringe pumps 262,
264 via retraction of a first piston 265 of the first syringe
pump 262 and a second piston 267 of the second syringe
pump 264 while maintaining the first and third valves 116,
120 (FIG. 6) in an open position and the second and
fourth valves 118, 122 in a closed position. The liquid
formulation 136 is delivered to the aerosol generator unit
50 via advancement of the first piston 265 while main-
taining the first and fourth valves 116, 122 in a closed
position, and activating the second syringe pump 264
near the end of a delivery cycle of the first syringe pump
262 via advancement of the second piston 267 while
maintaining the fourth valve 122 in an open position and
the third valve 120 in a closed position. The refilling of
the first syringe pump 262 is performed via retraction of
the first piston 265 while maintaining the first valve 116
in an open position and the second valve 118 in a closed
position, and activating the first syringe pump 262 near
the end of the delivery cycle of the second syringe pump
264 via advancement of the first piston 265 while main-
taining the second valve 118 in an open position and the
first valve 116 in a closed position.
[0028] FIG. 5 shows a perspective view of the dispos-
able assembly 40 (or sterile disposable fluid system). As
shown in FIG. 5, the disposable assembly 40 preferably
includes a valve assembly 60, a syringe assembly 70,
an input fluid tube assembly 80, a heater block sub-
assembly 90, and a fluid trap assembly 100. In accord-
ance with a preferred embodiment, the disposable as-
sembly 40 includes a combination of disposable and re-
usable parts. The disposable parts include a capillary
flow tube 158 (FIG. 7) through which the liquid formulation
136 is ejected as an aerosol, and the wetted parts of the
pumping unit 260, including a screening member (not
shown) operable to trap particles in the liquid formulation
136 above a predetermined size. In accordance with a
preferred embodiment, the screening member is located

upstream of the inlet to the aerosol generator unit 50.
[0029] It can be appreciated that a fluidic element (not
shown) can be positioned between the valve assembly
70 and the aerosol generator unit 50 to stabilize the nom-
inal operating pressure within the capillary passage 158
of the aerosol generating unit 50. The fluidic element in-
creases the threshold backpressure for aerosolization
(i.e., the minimum pressure needed to keep the flow con-
sistent and capillary wet) and reduces the pressure os-
cillation within the system as a result of the conversion
of the liquid material or formulation 136 to vapor and large
particles within the liquid material or formulation. A pa-
tient interface in the form of a continuous positive air pres-
sure ventilator adaptor (e.g., nosepiece or mouthpiece)
(not shown) can also be included with the disposable
assembly 40. In accordance with one embodiment, the
continuous positive air pressure ventilator adaptor (e.g.,
nosepiece or mouthpiece) also includes a pharyngeal
tube that cooperates with a ventilator. Mouthpieces for
aerosol generators have been described in US 6 701 922.
[0030] The system 10 also includes at least one con-
densate collector or fluid trap assembly 100 adapted to
collect condensed liquid or liquid produced by the aerosol
generator 50. The flow tube 104 includes an inlet end
105 in fluid communication with an outlet 191 of the aer-
osol generator 50 and an outlet (not shown) adapted for
connection to a patient interface, which supplies ventila-
tion to a patient’s lungs.
[0031] FIG. 6 shows a side view of the disposable as-
sembly 40 as shown in FIG. 5. As shown in FIG. 6, the
disposable assembly 40 includes a 4-valve assembly 60,
a syringe assembly 70, an input fluid tube assembly 80,
a heater block subassembly 90, and a fluid trap assembly
100. As shown in FIG. 6, the disposable assembly 40
also includes a pair of sheath gas inlets 155 on a lower
surface of the heater block subassembly 90.
[0032] The at least one condensate collector or fluid
trap assembly 100 includes a bowl or fluid trap 102, a
bowl top 103 for the fluid trap 102, and a flow tube or
tubing 104. The flow tube or tubing 104 is attachable to
an additional tubing section (not shown), which is attach-
able to a patient interface in the form of a CPAP adaptor,
nosepiece or mouthpiece.
[0033] FIG. 7 shows an exploded view of the dispos-
able assembly 40. As shown in FIG. 7, the valve assem-
bly 60 includes an inlet 110 in the form of an input barb
fitting, a pair of tubing adaptors 112, 114, a plurality of
valves 116, 118, 120, 122, and an outlet or output port
124. The valve assembly 60 also includes a plurality of
flow channel supports 113, 115, 117, which are attached
to the pair of tubing adaptors 112, 114, the plurality of
valves 116, 118, 120, 122, and the outlet or output port
124. The valve assembly 60 will preferably be controlled
mechanically through a valve control assembly or control
system. The valving arrangement or valve assembly 60
as shown in FIG. 7 includes an inlet 110 which can be
connected to a source of a liquid formulation 136, first
and second flow paths in fluid communication with the

7 8 



EP 3 372 266 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

inlet 110, an outlet or output port 124 in fluid communi-
cation with an inlet of the aerosol generator or aerosol
generator unit 50, first and second valves 116, 118 along
the first flow path and third and fourth valves 120, 122
along the second flow path, the valves 116, 118, 120,
122 arranged such that the first flow path supplies liquid
formulation 136 to the first syringe pump 262 when the
first valve 116 is open and the second valve 118 is closed,
the second flow path supplies liquid formulation to the
second syringe pump 264 when the third valve 120 is
open and the second valve 118 is closed, the first flow
path supplying liquid formulation to the aerosol generator
50 when the first valve 116 is closed and the second
valve 118 is open, and the second flow path supplying
liquid formulation to the aerosol generator 50 when the
third valve 120 is closed and the fourth valve 122 is open.
[0034] The syringe assembly 70 is comprised of a pair
of syringes 130, a pair of syringe O-rings 132 and a dual
syringe block holder 134. The syringes 130 include a
barrel 131 and a plunger (or rod) 133. The plunger or rod
133 of the syringes 130 is adapted to fit within the syringe
pumps 262, 264 of the pumping unit 260. In accordance
with one embodiment, the syringes 130 are preferably
comprised of two 1 mL syringes, which are adapted to
aspirate and dispense the liquid material or formulation
136 from the container closure system 350. However, it
can be appreciated that other size syringes can be used
depending on the different components and uses of the
system 10.
[0035] The input fluid tube assembly 80 is comprised
of a spike 140, a spike protector or tube 142, a spike
tubing assembly 144, and a tubing clamp 146. As shown
in FIG. 5, the syringe assembly 70 includes an input line
110 from the container closure system 136 (FIG. 7) and
an output line 124 to the capillary tube, which is contained
within the heater block subassembly 90. After the initial
priming cycle, at any given time, one syringe 130 will
dispense and the other syringe 130 will aspirate. Each
of the syringes 130 will have two halves, one for the con-
tainer closure system 350 and the other to the capillary
tube 158 or aerosol generator unit 50.
[0036] The syringe pumps 262, 264 (FIG. 2) will pref-
erably include drive trains and control electronics to allow
simultaneous operation of the dual syringes 130 in order
to dispense liquid material or liquid formulation 136 con-
tinuously. The programmable automation controller will
also preferably generate the signals for opening and clos-
ing of the valves 116, 118, 120, 122. It can be appreciated
that pump parameters such as dispense rate, aspiration
rate, handshake parameters, etc. will preferably reside
local to the automation controller and can be changed
by an independent user interface such a laptop computer
or other suitable input device. The functions of priming,
start, stop, and pause for the pumping unit 260 can also
be generated by the main user interface and will be com-
municated through a programmable automation control-
ler.
[0037] In accordance with one embodiment, the pump-

ing unit 260 should be able to support backpressures of
up to at least 2,000 psi, and more preferably up to 3,000
to 4,000 psi. In addition, the syringe pumps 262, 264 are
preferably mounted in a fluid resistant enclosure, and
can include a force sensor on each syringe-mounting
bracket to monitor the plunger force during fluid delivery.
The syringes 130 can be installed with a minimum of
mechanical locking to the pump, such that the syringes
130 may not require wire connections on the syringe end
of the pump (where the mechanical valves will be placed).
In addition, the programmable automation controller can
include a flow meter (not shown) within the dual syringe
pumps to control the sheath gas flow rate before it enters
the disposal. The pumping capacity of the syringe pumps
262, 264 facilitate handling of highly viscous formulations
136 such as Surfaxin ®.
[0038] The heater block subassembly 90 includes a
heater block 150 comprised of an upper or top assembly
152 and a lower or bottom assembly 154, a thermocouple
156, and an aerosol generator unit 50 in the form of a
capillary tube 158. The aerosol generator unit 50 includes
a capillary passage in which the liquid formulation 136 is
at least partially vaporized, a heater body or block as-
sembly 150 operable to heat the capillary passage to a
temperature range effective to at least partially volatilize
liquid formulation in the capillary passage or tube 158,
and at least one air passage arranged such that air is
heated by the heater body or block 150 and the heated
air is combined with the aerosols produced by the aerosol
generator unit 50.
[0039] As shown in FIG. 7, the heater body or heater
block 150 is comprised of two assemblies (i.e., an upper
assembly and a lower assembly) 152, 154, which in-
cludes at least one longitudinally extending bore 165 and
more preferably two (2) longitudinally extending bores
165 adapted to receive a heater element 164. The heater
element 164 is preferably 30-watt heater cartridges; how-
ever, it can be appreciated that any suitable watt heater
cartridge can be used. It can also be appreciated that the
heater block subassembly 90 can include any suitable
heating system including heated coils and/or wires. The
two assemblies 152, 154 are preferably constructed of a
thermally conductive material, such as stainless steel or
other suitable material. In use, the thermally conductive
material forming the heater body or heater block 150 is
heated to and maintained at an operating temperature
to volatilize at least some of the liquid material therein.
[0040] The thermocouple 156 is preferably incorporat-
ed into the heater block subassembly 90. In accordance
with one embodiment, the thermocouple 156 is prefera-
bly incorporated into either the upper and lower assem-
blies 152, 154, such that the placement of the thermo-
couple 156 ensures accurate temperature monitoring. By
utilizing the thermocouple 156 as a feedback device, a
closed loop temperature control system can be used to
control the temperature of the capillary tube 158. The
capillary tube 158 can include a feed tube end or proximal
end 160, and a domed capillary end or distal end 162.
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The capillary tube 158 preferably has an inside diameter
in the range of about 0.05 to 0.53 millimeters, and more
preferably in the range of about 0.1 to 0.2 millimeters.
The feed tube end 160 is preferably circular in cross-
section with a domed capillary end 163 on the distal end
162 of the capillary tube 158. A particularly preferred in-
side diameter of the capillary tube 158 is approximately
0.1905 mm (or 0.0075 inches). In accordance with one
embodiment, the capillary tube 158 has a length of ap-
proximately 90 mm to 120 mm, and more preferably 100
mm to 110 mm. However, it can be appreciated that the
length of the capillary tube 158 is based on the flow rate
of the liquid formulation or liquid material 138 within the
capillary tube 158. In accordance with one embodiment,
the capillary tube 158 is a tipped capillary as described
in US patent application US 20050235991. As described
in US 20050235991, the capillary tube 158 can include
a constriction in the form of a domed capillary end or
formed tip 163 at the outlet or distal end 162 of the flow
passage. In accordance with a preferred embodiment,
the distal end 162 of the flow passage has an opening in
the range of 1000 to 5000 square microns and more pref-
erably the opening is in the range of 2000 to 3000 square
microns.
[0041] It can be appreciated that the domed capillary
end or formed tip 163 can be formed by any suitable
technique. For example, the domed capillary end or
formed tip 163 can be formed by inserting a mandrel,
such as a cylindrical wire, a desired distance into the flow
passage, and then deforming the capillary tube 158
around the mandrel, such as by crimping. The mandrel
can have a desired cross-sectional shape and cross-sec-
tional area that define the desired size and shape of the
flow section. In alternative embodiment, the tip 163 of
the capillary tube 158 can be formed by welding closed
an end of the capillary tube 158 to form a domed closure.
An opening is then made in the domed closure by drilling,
laser cutting, or electrical discharge machining (EDM) a
hole of desired smaller diameter. Alternatively, a tipped
or domed capillary end or formed tip 163 can be formed
by attaching a metal cap to one end of a capillary by press
fitting the cap to the capillary or by welding the cap in
place. Either before or after attaching the cap to the cap-
illary, a laser can be used to drill an orifice in the metal
cap of a diameter that is less than the capillary’s inner
diameter. Another method for forming a tipped capillary
by electrolytic deposition of layers of metal within a cap-
illary tube, wherein the this method involves dipping a
desired length the capillary tube into an appropriate elec-
trolyte solution and electroplating the dipped length with
metal.
[0042] The capillary tube 158 may be comprised of a
metallic or non-metallic tube, however, in one preferred
embodiment; the capillary tube 158 is preferably made
of a nickel-based super alloy such as Inconel(R). In ac-
cordance with another embodiment, the capillary tube
158 may be comprised of stainless steel or glass.
[0043] Alternatively, the capillary assembly or tube 158

may be comprised of, for example, fused silica or alumi-
num silicate ceramic, or other substantially non-reactive
materials capable of withstanding repeated heating cy-
cles and generated pressures and having suitable heat
conduction properties may also be used. Since the heater
block 150 is in thermal contact with the capillary tube
158, capillary tubes 158 with low or high electrical resist-
ance may be used. If desired or necessary, an inside wall
of the capillary tube 158 may be provided with a coating
for reducing the tendency of material to stick to the wall
of the capillary tube 158, which may result in clogging.
[0044] The heater block subassembly 90 also can in-
clude a ferrule 172, a capillary seal 174, an airway sleeve
176, a peek filter 178, a front filter holder 180, a back
filter holder 182, an electrical connector 184, a bottom
heater holder 186, a top heater holder 188, an aerosol
confinement member or transition adaptor 190, and a
drain tube assembly 192. The drain tube assembly 192
can include drain bag tubing 194 for the drain bag (not
shown), a male connector 196 and a female connector
198. The female connector 198 is attachable to a drain
bed for condensate, which has been collected by the tran-
sition adaptor 190. The bottom heater holder 186 can
also include a pair of inlets 187, which are adapted to
releasably engage with the bottom half of the housing 30
and communicates the output air lines 45 of the air flow
controller 41 with an annular channel or gap, which is
defined between the heater block 150 and the heater
holder 186, 188. The heater block 150 and the heater
holder 186, 188 are separated by an annular channel or
gap of approximately 0.0125 to 0.50 of an inch, and more
preferably an annular channel or gap of about .0625 of
an inch.
[0045] In one embodiment, the aerosol confinement
member 190 captures the aerosols produced by the cap-
illary tube 158 of the aerosol generator 50 and directs
the aerosol into the inlet end 105 of the flow tube 104.
The aerosol confinement member 190 is preferably
sealed to the capillary tube 158 of the aerosol generator
unit 50, and allows heated air delivered to the transition
adaptor 190 to be mixed with the aerosol produced by
the capillary tube 158 of the aerosol generator unit 50.
The aerosol confinement member 190 can include at
least one baffle therein and/or a drainage port 193 at a
lower end thereof adapted to attach to a condensate col-
lection device or drain tube assembly 192.
[0046] In accordance with another embodiment, the
aerosol confinement member 190 can be adapted to re-
ceive a supply of heated sheath air received from the
heater block subassembly 90. The heater block sub-
assembly 90 preferably includes at least one inlet 155
on a proximal end of the heater block subassembly 90,
which receives a ventilated or hospital air supply, which
is inserted into the heater block subassembly 90 and is
heated or warmed by the heater block 150 forming a cir-
cumferential ring or cone of warmed air, which is admixed
with the vaporized or volatized liquid formulation at the
distal end of the heater block subassembly 90 within the
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aerosol confinement member 190. The admixing of the
heated or warm air with the aerosol reduces condensa-
tion of the formulation. It can be appreciated that since
the liquid formulation 136 is comprised primarily of water
(up to 90% or higher; e.g., the formulation for infants can
be approximately 99% water), the heated or warm air
reduces the amount of condensation produced after va-
porization or volatization of the liquid formulation 136.
The admixing of heated air at the transition adapter 190
allows the warmer air to hold more water and moves the
water-moist system away from saturated conditions, and
further the additional flow rate of air further moves the
moist system away from saturated conditions. Thereby
condensation at and about the capillary discharge is min-
imized, such that condensate build-up is minimized and
flow rate conditions are made conducive to remote de-
livery such as via the aerosol tube or flow tube 104. It
can be appreciated that the air supply is preferably heat-
ed to about 125 to 145 degrees Celsius and more pref-
erably about 135 degrees Celsius.
[0047] In accordance with one embodiment, the heater
block 150 is preferably heated to about 250 °C to 300
°C, and more preferably about 275 °C. The hospital air
flow can also be heated by passing air along the heater
blocks 152, 154, or other suitable heating methods in-
cluding heating the air flow with a discrete heater that is
remote of the capillary tube 158, in lieu of or in addition
to use of the heat generated at or about the capillary tube
158. It can be appreciated that in an alternative embod-
iment, the sheath air supply can be supplied without heat-
ing thereof.
[0048] In accordance with one embodiment, the
source of pressurized air connected to the aerosol con-
finement member 190 is preferably supplied via a meter-
ing pump that drives an airstream along the heater block
150 at a predetermined flow rate in the range of about 1
L/min to 6 L/min (liters per minute).
[0049] It can be appreciated that to provide sheath air
to entrain the emitted aerosol efficiently and carry it to a
continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) adaptor lo-
cated at the patient. Typically, a CPAP ventilator, such
as the InfantStar 950 manufactured by Puritan-Bennett
of Carlsbad, California, creates a backpressure of ap-
proximately 6 to 10 inches H2O (water), at the continuous
positive airway pressure (CPAP) adaptor. This backpres-
sure at the adaptor requires the sheath air source to be
sealed to provide control of the sheath airflow rate, which
can affect aerosol delivery efficiencies. Accordingly, in
accordance with one embodiment, the heater block su-
bassembly 90 is preferably injection molded to reduce
cost and inserted into the aerosol generator unit 50 with
a pump as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. It can be appreciated
that by the addition of the heater block subassembly 90,
a sheath air sleeve can be formed on an outer periphery
of the heater block 150, such that the sheath air sleeve
can be used to help distribute air more evenly around the
disposable assembly housing 30 as the air is heated as
the air flows over the disposable assembly housing 30.

[0050] It can be appreciated that the valve assembly
60 will include a valve control assembly, which will pref-
erably be located inside the dual syringe pumping unit
260, such that the dual syringe pumping unit 260 and the
valve control assembly will preferably be mechanically
aligned. The valve control assembly will hold the part of
the disposal fluid system or disposable assembly 40 that
contains the disposable valve block assembly 60 and the
capillary subassembly 90. The programmable automa-
tion controller will perform the control of the flow meter.
A valve control box located within the base unit 20 will
preferably include an access door adapted to keep the
disposable closed during the operation, and to provide a
means for mechanical support to hold the disposables in
place inside the box. When the disposables are installed
in the valve box, a secure mechanical connection can be
made between a capillary ring located in the disposable
to the valve control box. An electrical connection can be
made from a printed circuit board (PCB) to the disposa-
ble.
[0051] The valve control box will preferably contain a
plurality of drive trains or linear actuators, control valve
electronics, a flow meter and a controller. The drive trains
or linear actuators will preferably be four (4) in number,
wherein each of the drive trains is used to control the
opening and closing of the valves 116, 118, 120, 122 in
the disposable valve assembly 40. In operation, the sig-
nals to open and close the valves 116, 118, 120, 122 will
preferably come from the pump. The control valve elec-
tronics will consist of four linear actuators, four printed
circuit boards (PCBs), and a stepper drive, which can be
driven from a 15 V or a 24 V power supply. In operation,
the pump will preferably generate speed, direction, and
an enabling signal for each stepper drive. The system 10
will also include an electrical connection between the
stepper drives and each actuator. The flow meter and a
controller can be used to take the air from an outside
source and control it before it enters the disposable valve
assembly. The system 10 can also include at least two
LED fluid sensors to monitor the flow in the output lines
on the disposable valve assembly 60. One printed circuit
board (PCB) for controlling the LEDs. The system 10 also
preferably includes a safety device for ensuring and mon-
itoring that the door is closed, and a safety device for
ensuring and monitoring that the aerosol tube is connect-
ed at the end of the capillary. The heating of the capillary
tube 158 will be controlled by any suitable microproces-
sor or programmable automation controller (PAC), such
as the Compact RIO sold by National Instruments(R).
[0052] FIG. 8A shows a perspective view of the valve
assembly 60. As shown in FIG. 8, the valve assembly 60
is comprised of an inlet 110 in the form of an input barb
fitting, a pair of tubing adaptors 112, 114, a plurality of
valves 116, 118, 120, 122, and an outlet or output port
124. The valve assembly 60 also includes a plurality of
flow channel supports 113, 115, 117, which are attached
to the pair of tubing adaptors 112, 114, the plurality of
valves 116, 118, 120, 122, and the outlet or output port
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124.
[0053] FIG. 8B shows a schematic diagram of a pump-
ing unit and valve assembly 60. The valving arrangement
or valve assembly 70 includes an inlet 110, which can
be connected to a source of a liquid formulation 136, first
and second flow paths 121, 123 in fluid communication
with the inlet 110, and an outlet 124 in fluid communica-
tion with an inlet of the aerosol generator unit 50. As
shown in FIG. 8B, the first and second valves 116, 120
are located along the first flow path 121, and the third
and fourth valves 118, 122 are located along the second
flow path 123. In accordance with one embodiment, the
valves 116, 118, 120, 122 are arranged such that the first
flow path 121 supplies liquid formulation 136 to the first
syringe pump when the first valve 116 is open and the
second valve 118 is closed, while the second flow path
123 supplies liquid formulation 136 to the second syringe
pump when the third valve 120 is open and the fourth
valve 122 is closed. The first flow path 121 also supplies
liquid formulation 136 to the aerosol generator unit 50
when the first valve 116 is closed and the second valve
118 is open. In addition, the second flow path 123 sup-
plies liquid formulation to the aerosol generator unit 50
when the third valve 120 is closed and the fourth valve
122 is open.
[0054] More particularly, now referring to FIGS. 8C, 8D
and 8E, the first and second syringe pumps 130a and
130b are alternately communicated with the capillary 158
of the aerosol generator system 50 during their respec-
tive delivery strokes and alternately are communicated
with the fluid (formulation) source 136 during their re-
spective drawing (aspirating) stokes, with all such actions
being executed in cooperation with valves 116, 118, 120,
122.
[0055] Referring specifically to FIG. 8C, when the first
syringe pump 130a is discharging, its output is directed
along a flow path "xl" from the first syringe pump 130a to
the capillary 158. The flow path x1 is established by clo-
sure of the valve 116 and the opening of valve 118. At
the same time, the second syringe pump 130b is execut-
ing its aspirating stroke to draw fluid from the source 136
through channel 144 and inlet 110 along a path desig-
nated "x2" in FIG. 8C. In order to establish this flow path
x2, the valve 120 is opened and the valve 122 is closed.
Referring to FIG. 8D, the system is approaching the end
of the discharge stroke of the first syringe pump 130a;
and in accordance with handshake parameters, the sys-
tem is executing at the same time for a brief period si-
multaneous initiation of a new discharge stroke in syringe
pump 130b. In this mode, the output of the first syringe
130a is directed a long the first flow path "y1" to the cap-
illary 158 which is established by closure of the valve 116
and the opening of the valve 118. Likewise, the output
of the second syringe pump 130b is directed along a path
"y2" to the capillary 158 via closure of the valvel20 and
the opening of the valve 122.
[0056] Referring now to FIG. 8E, the first syringe pump
130a is executing its aspiration stroke wherein formula-

tion is drawn from the fluid source 136 along a path "z1"
which is established by the opening of valve 116 and
closure of valve 118. At the same time the second syringe
130b continues to execute its discharge stroke to supply
the formulation along a path to "z2" to the capillary 158
via closure of valve 120 and the opening of the valve 122.
[0057] It is to be realized that as the second syringe
pump 130b completes its discharge stroke, the first sy-
ringe pump 130a will have already completed its aspirat-
ing stroke and will have initiated its discharge stroke in
accordance with handshake parameters. At that point
the flow through the system will resemble that shown in
FIG. 8D, except that the first syringe pump 130a will be
in initiating its discharge stroke and the second syringe
pump 130b will be just completing its discharge stroke.
[0058] It can be appreciated that when dispensing cer-
tain liquids through the capillary passage, with or without
the intent to aerosolize, the properties of the liquid or
liquid formulation may cause a coating, agglomeration,
or deposits to form on the inside the capillary passage
158. In addition, accumulation of such material within the
capillary or capillary passage can also lead to clogging
of the capillary or capillary passage. Accordingly, it would
be desirable to have a system and method of modulating
or changing the flow of the liquid formulation periodically
to enable a cleaning or flushing of any potential material
within the system. The modulating or changing of the flow
of the liquid formulation can also maintain a stable nom-
inal operating pressure for the system and provide a re-
liable aerosol of consistent quality.
[0059] In accordance with one embodiment, an aero-
solization system or drug delivery system 10 having im-
proved reliability and the robustness of a capillary aerosol
generator system, can be obtained by modulating or
changing the flow of the aqueous or liquid formulation 50
for a short duration to enable cleaning or flushing of any
potential material within the capillary passage or capillary
tube 158. In an aerosolization system or drug delivery
system 10 as shown in FIG. 7, the capillary passage
and/or capillary tube 158 is heated. When the aerosol is
generated, the system 10 can generate significant back-
pressure in the order of 1100 to 1200 psi, due to vapor-
ization of the aqueous or liquid formulation 136 and the
pumping of the vapor/liquid formulation 136 through a
reduced orifice or tipped capillary at the exit of the aerosol
generator unit 50. Large particles in the aqueous or liquid
formulation 136, and sub optimal vaporization can also
cause a gradual increase in pressure in the system up
to 3000 to 3500 psi, at which point the material (or clog-
ging particles) either is ejected from the capillary passage
or irreversibly clogs the capillary passage or capillary
tube 158.
[0060] In accordance with an embodiment, a method
of dispensing a liquid formulation in a drug delivery sys-
tem to an aerosol generator unit 50, includes the steps
of dispensing a liquid formulation 136 to a pumping unit
260; supplying the liquid formulation 136 from the pump-
ing unit 260 to a capillary tube 158 of an aerosol generator
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unit 50 at a first flow rate; vaporizing at least a portion of
the liquid formulation 136 within the capillary tube 158 of
the aerosol generator unit 50; and periodically increasing
the flow rate from a first flow rate to a second flow rate.
The flow rate returns to the first flow rate after each of
these short durations of increased flow. In accordance
with a preferred embodiment, the second flow rate is pref-
erably at least twice the first flow rate. It can also be ap-
preciated that the by increasing the flow rate within the
system 10, the system 10 experiences an increase in the
operating pressure within the capillary passage of the
aerosol generator unit 50.
[0061] In use with the system 10 as shown in FIG. 7 ,
an example of a system and/or method of dispensing a
liquid formulation 136 to maintain a clog free capillary
can be achieved by periodically increasing the flow rate
from a pumping unit 260 to an aerosol generator unit 50
with a defined pump cycle. In accordance with one em-
bodiment, a clog free capillary passage can be achieved
by the cleaning or flushing of any potential material within
the capillary or capillary passage by increasing the flow
rate (i.e., the first flow rate, e.g., 20 microliters per sec-
ond) from the valving assembly 60 to a second flow rate.
In accordance with one embodiment, the second flow
rate is at least two times the first flow rate (i.e., approxi-
mately 40 microliters per second). In addition, the in-
creased flow rate is preferably for a short duration (i.e.,
two (2) to four (4) seconds for a pump cycle of approxi-
mately 50 seconds).
[0062] In a preferred embodiment, the periodic in-
crease in flow rate within the capillary or capillary pas-
sage does not include any reduction in pressure within
the capillary. It can be appreciated that a reduction in
pressure within the capillary can lead to clogging of the
capillary. Accordingly, the increase in flow rate preferably
coincides with the maintenance of the pressure within
the capillary and/or an increase in pressure within the
capillary tube 158.
[0063] For example, in accordance with one embodi-
ment, the pumping unit 260 dispenses the liquid formu-
lation 136 at approximately 20 microliters per second
(mL/s) to a valving assembly 60 for delivery to the capillary
passage or capillary tube 158. The valving assembly 60
includes a pair of syringes 130, wherein one syringe dis-
penses for fifty seconds, after which it refills and the other
syringe dispenses for fifty (50) seconds. Thus, the natural
periodic handshake of syringes every fifty (50) seconds
can be taken advantage of as a convenient opportunity
to increase the liquid formulation 136 flow rate from 20
to 40 microliters per second (mL/s) for a short duration.
[0064] In accordance with another embodiment, the in-
crease in flow rate can be accomplished by dispensing
from the second syringe while the first syringe is still dis-
pensing. In particular, an overlap or increase in flow rate
can occur for between two (2) to four (4) seconds. In
addition to increasing or doubling the flow rate, the sys-
tem 10 also preferably pressurizes the fluid or liquid for-
mulation 136 in the syringe to a value close to the oper-

ating pressure before the syringe begins dispensing the
liquid formulation 136 to the aerosol generator 50.
[0065] In an alternative embodiment, a single syringe
pump unit 130 can be used, wherein the flow rate is in-
creased as part of the delivery cycle. In accordance with
a single syringe pump system, the system 10 has a de-
fined fill cycle, upon which a short burst or periodic in-
crease in the flow rate increases the operating pressure
and ejecting any material that may be accumulated inside
the capillary or capillary passage.
[0066] It can be appreciated that the timing of the pe-
riodic increase in flow can be a function of the properties
or concentration of the liquid material or formulation 136,
the flow rate, and the aerosolization parameters. For ex-
ample, a liquid material or formulation 136 having a high-
er concentration (of medicaments or other materials) will
preferably require more frequent increases in flow rate
(i.e., flushes) than a liquid formulation 136 having a lower
concentration.
[0067] In accordance with another embodiment, the
modulating or changing of the first flow rate to a second
flow rate can be performed in a plurality of short bursts,
wherein each of the plurality of short bursts occurs for
less than one second at a frequency of one burst every
10 seconds or less. In addition, it can be appreciated that
by increasing the flow rate, an increase of 10 to 20 percent
in the operating pressure within the system can be
achieved, which can prevent the build up of any signifi-
cant amount of large accumulation inside the capillary
tube 158.
[0068] An example of the benefit and effectiveness of
a periodic increase in flow rate in an aerosolization sys-
tem is shown in FIG. 9. The first plot 81 shows the typical
capillary pressure behavior without any changes in flow
rate. Due to any number of failure modes, such as for-
mulation particle size, sub optimal aerosolization, etc., it
can be seen that the pressure within the capillary tube
158 rises over a period of a few seconds. In accordance
with one embodiment, the obstruction within the capillary
tube 158 is ejected from the capillary or results in an
irreversible clog. The second plot 83 shows the behavior
when the flow rate is doubled every 50 seconds. The
doubling of the flow rate for two (2) to four (4) seconds
results in 10 to 20 percent increase in the operating pres-
sure of the liquid formulation, which keeps the capillary
clog free by preventing the buildup of any significant
amount of large particles inside the capillary. The periodic
increase in flow rate not only helps maintain a clog free
capillary, but can also provides a stable nominal operat-
ing pressure and produces aerosols of consistent quality.
[0069] FIG. 10 shows a cross-sectional view of one of
the plurality of valves 116, 118, 120, 122. As shown in
FIG. 10, the plurality of valves 116, 118, 120, 122 are
preferably comprised of a flexible membrane 220 that
can be pushed down to fill an inner cavity or void 222
within a fluid passageway 224. The squeezing action
plugs both an entrance or entry port 226 and the exit port
228 of the passageway 224. In addition, by keeping the
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cross sectional area of the entrance and exit ports 226,
228 small, the forces necessary to keep the flexible mem-
brane 220 closed and stop the fluid flow is relatively small.
The small ports 226, 228 also reduce dead volume, which
improves system function by minimizing air pockets and
reducing priming time.
[0070] Since the flexible membrane 220 is considera-
bly larger than the entrance and exit ports 226, 228 it will
see substantially larger forces. It can be appreciated that
the flexible membrane 220 must be mechanically re-
strained yet allow for movement in order to fill the ridged
cavity (upon closure). As shown, the membrane 220 is
captured within a housing 230 that pinches an outer ring
making a fluid tight seal. The inner cavity 222 has a pas-
sage so that a pusher 238 can actuate the membrane
220. A spring (not shown) can be included to assure that
the membrane 220 is always open when no pressure (or
vacuum) is present in the fluid lines. The spring pushes
against the pusher 238, which is embedded within the
membrane 220 to keep the membrane 220 in an open
position. It can be appreciated that any number of valve
assemblies can be used into a system to control the flow
of fluid at different points in the system 10. For example,
as shown in FIG. 8A, the system 10 includes a four
(4)-valve assembly in conjunction with a dual syringe
pump to pump fluid at a constant rate at high pressure.
[0071] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a drug delivery
system 10 in accordance with another embodiment. As
shown in FIG. 11, the drug delivery system 10 includes
a base unit 20, which is adapted to receive a disposable
assembly 40 in the form of a sterile disposable fluid sys-
tem. The base unit 20 is comprised of a lower assembly
or base 500 and a hinged upper assembly or cover 502
(i.e., pump top assembly). The base 500 and the hinged
upper assembly or cover 502 preferably include a latch
mechanism or system 506, which allows the hinged up-
per assembly or cover 502 to be secured to the base 500
during use.
[0072] The base unit 20 includes a heater body or su-
bassembly 400 comprised of a lower or bottom heater
subassembly 410, an upper or top heater subassembly
420, a lower or bottom sheath air subassembly 430 and
an upper or top sheath air subassembly 440. In accord-
ance with an embodiment, the lower or bottom sub-
assembly 410 and the lower or bottom sheath air sub-
assembly 430 are housed in the base 500 of the base
unit 20. The upper or top heater subassembly 420 and
the upper or top sheath air subassembly 440 are housed
in the hinged upper assembly or cover 502.
[0073] As shown in FIG. 11, the lower or bottom heater
subassembly 410 includes a V-shaped heater core 412
having a channel or groove 413 adapted to receive the
capillary tube 158 of the disposable assembly 40. The
lower or bottom heater subassembly 410 also preferably
includes an insulation core subassembly 414, which is
preferably comprised of a two piece insulation core su-
bassembly 414 having a first half 416 and a second half
418, at least one cartridge heater or heating unit (not

shown), and a thermocouple (not shown). The at least
one cartridge heater or heating unit is preferably com-
prised of at least two, and more preferably three cartridge
heaters, which are positioned within the insulation core
subassembly 414. The at least one cartridge heater and
the thermocouple preferably extend longitudinally within
the insulation core subassembly 414. It can be appreci-
ated that in accordance with an alternative embodiment,
the heating unit is heated coils and/or wires.
[0074] The lower or bottom sheath air subassembly
430 is preferably comprised of a sheath air insulator or
insulation member 432 having a V-shaped groove or
channel 434, which receives the sheath gas tube sub-
assembly 530 (FIG. 15) of the disposable assembly 40.
At least one cartridge heater or heating unit (not shown),
and at least one thermocouple (not shown) are preferably
longitudinally positioned within the lower or bottom
sheath air subassembly 430. The heater subassembly
400 also includes a heater assembly cover 441 and a
sheath assembly cover 443 to prevent dissipation of heat
from the heater subassembly 400 to other parts of the
system 10. The upper or top heater subassembly 420 is
preferably comprised of a wedge core 422 having a pro-
truding V-shaped portion 424, and a top heater insulation
member 426. The upper or top sheath assembly 440 is
comprised of a sheath wedge core 442 with a longitudi-
nally extending channel or groove 444, and a top sheath
insulator or insulation member 446. Upon closing of the
hinged upper assembly or cover 502, the V-shaped por-
tion 424 of the upper or top heater subassembly 420, and
the channel or groove 444 of the sheath wedge core 424
are in physical contact (i.e., preferably metal to metal)
with the aerosol generator unit 50 and the sheath gas
tube subassembly 530 of the disposable assembly 40,
respectively.
[0075] In accordance with a preferred embodiment,
only the lower or bottom heater subassembly 410 and
the lower or bottom sheath air subassembly 430 include
cartridge heaters or heating units and thermocouples,
such that only the lower or bottom heater subassembly
410 and the lower or bottom air subassembly 430 are
heated. Alternatively, the upper heater subassembly 420
and the upper sheath air subassembly 440 can also in-
clude heater cartridges or heating units, and thermocou-
ples to provide heat to the upper heater subassembly
420 and the upper sheath air subassembly 440.
[0076] The heater body or subassembly 400 is prefer-
ably constructed of a thermally conductive material, such
as stainless steel or other suitable material. In use, the
thermally conductive material forming the heater body or
subassembly 400 is heated to and maintained at an op-
erating temperature to volatilize at least some of the liquid
material within the capillary tube 158 and/or heating of
the ventilator or hospital air supply within the sheath gas
tube subassembly 530.
[0077] The lower assembly or base 500 and the hinged
upper assembly or cover 502 also include a disposable
assembly housing 30, which is adapted to receive the
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disposable assembly 40. The disposable assembly
housing 30 is comprised of an upper or first half 32, and
a lower or second half 34. During use, the disposable
assembly 40 fits within the lower or second half 34 of the
disposable assembly housing 30 to ensure that the com-
ponents of the disposable assembly 40 are matched to
their respective connections within the disposable as-
sembly housing 30. The lower assembly or base 500 is
comprised of a housing 22, which houses the compact
reconfigurable input/output (I/O) controller assembly (not
shown) and an external user interface 24. The housing
22 also preferably houses the electric components, print-
ed circuit boards (PCB), power source, flow controllers,
thermocouple devices and controls, voltage control coil,
motors, fans to cool the unit, and other related digital and
electronic devices for operation of the drug delivery sys-
tem 10. In accordance with one embodiment, the user
interface 24 can include a digital display and keypad as
shown in FIG. 11, a touch pad as shown in FIG. 1, or
other suitable interface system for input of information
and receiving of operational data from the system 10.
[0078] FIG. 12 is a top view of the base unit 20 of FIG.
11 with the hinged upper assembly or cover 502 in an
open position. In accordance with an embodiment, the
disposable assembly housing 30 in the base unit 20 is
comprised of an upper or first half 32 and a lower or sec-
ond half 34, which is adapted to surround the disposable
assembly 40 in a clam-shell configuration. The disposa-
ble assembly 40 fits within the lower or second half of
the housing 30, and ensures that the components of the
disposable assembly 40 are matched to their respective
connections within the base unit 20. In accordance with
one embodiment, the housing 30 includes a pair of valve
guides or seats 450, 452.
[0079] The lower portion 32 of the disposable assem-
bly housing 30 also includes a control system (not
shown), which activates the pumping unit 260. As shown
in FIG. 12, the pumping unit 260 includes a syringe pump
262, which is housed in the disposable assembly housing
30. It can be appreciated that pump parameters such as
dispense rate, aspiration rate, handshake parameters,
etc. will preferably reside local to the pump and can be
changed by an independent user interface such a laptop
computer or other suitable input device. In use, the heater
assembly 400 encases the aerosol generator (or aerosol
generating unit) 50 and sheath gas tube subassembly
530, for heating a liquid material or liquid formulation 136,
which is pumped through the aerosol generator unit 50
by the pumping unit 260, and heating a ventilator or hos-
pital air supply, respectively.
[0080] FIG. 13 is a side view of the base unit 20 of the
drug delivery system of FIG. 11. As shown in FIG. 13,
the base unit 20 includes a base 500 and a hinged cover
502, which are attached to one another via at least one
hinge 504, and more preferably a pair of hinges 504, a
latching mechanism 506 and the heater body or sub-
assembly 400. FIG. 14 is a perspective view of the heater
body or subassembly 400 of the drug delivery system of

FIG. 11. As shown in FIG. 14, the heater body or sub-
assembly 400 includes a lower or bottom heater sub-
assembly 410, an upper or top heater subassembly 420,
a lower or bottom sheath air subassembly 430 and an
upper or top sheath air subassembly 440. The lower or
bottom heater subassembly 410 includes a V-shaped
heater core 412 having a channel or groove 413 adapted
to receive the capillary tube 158 within the disposable
assembly 40. The sheath air subassembly 430 includes
a sheath air insulator or insulation member 432 having
a cylindrical groove or channel 434, a cartridge heater
(not shown), and a thermocouple (not shown). The heater
subassembly 400 also includes a heater assembly cover
441 and a sheath assembly cover 443, which prevent
the dissipation of heat from the heater subassembly 400
to other parts of the system 10. The upper or top heater
subassembly 420 is comprised of a V-shaped or wedge
core 422 having a V-Shaped portion 424, and a top heater
insulation member 426. The upper or top sheath assem-
bly 440 is comprised of a sheath wedge core 442 with a
longitudinally extending cylindrical groove or channel
444, and a top sheath insulation member 446. The cy-
lindrical grooves or channels 434, 444 are configured to
mate with the cylindrical surface of the sheath air tube
532 (FIG. 16).
[0081] FIG. 15 is a perspective view of the disposable
assembly 40 of the drug delivery system of FIG. 11. As
shown in FIG. 14, the disposable assembly 40 includes
a syringe assembly 70 comprised of a syringe 130, a
valving arrangement or valve assembly 60 comprised of
a pair of valves 120, 122, an aerosol generator unit 50
having a capillary tube 158, a sheath gas tube subassem-
bly 530, and an aerosol confinement member or transi-
tion adapter 190. The disposable assembly 40 also in-
cludes a pair of support members 560, 562, which are
attached at one end to the syringe assembly 70 / valve
assembly 60 and at the other end to the aerosol confine-
ment member or transition adapter 190. The aerosol con-
finement member or transition adapter 190 is preferably
attached to at least one condensate collector or fluid trap
assembly 100 as shown in FIG. 7, which includes a bowl
or fluid trap 102, a bowl top 103 for the fluid trap 102, and
tubing or flow tube 104. The tubing or flow tube 104 is
attachable to an additional tubing section (not shown),
which is attachable to a patient interface in the form of a
CPAP adaptor, nosepiece or mouthpiece.
[0082] In accordance with an embodiment, as shown
in FIG. 15, the disposable assembly 40 preferably in-
cludes a syringe assembly 70 comprised of a single (i.e.,
one) syringe 130, and valve assembly comprised of a
pair of valves 120, 122, which are operable to supply a
liquid formulation 136 (FIG. 5) into a feed tube end or
proximal end 160 of the capillary tube 158 of the aerosol
generator unit 50. As shown in FIG. 15, the pair of valves
120, 122 is preferably located perpendicular to the sy-
ringe 130 and the capillary tube 158.
[0083] In accordance with one embodiment, the pump-
ing unit 260 should be able to support backpressures of
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up to at least 2,000 psi, and more preferably up to 3,000
to 4,000 psi. In accordance with one embodiment, the
plunger or rod 580 of the syringe 130 is adapted to fit
within the syringe pump 262 of the pumping unit 260. In
addition, the syringe pump 262 is preferably mounted in
a fluid resistant enclosure, and can include a force sensor
on the syringe-mounting bracket to monitor the plunger
force during fluid delivery.
[0084] In accordance with one embodiment, the sy-
ringe assembly 70 preferably is comprised of a syringe
barrel or body 588 (FIG. 16) capable of dispensing ap-
proximately 100 microliters to 2000 microliters of liquid
material or liquid formulation 136 per pump cycle from a
container closure system 350, and more preferably about
500 microliters to 1000 microliters of liquid material or
liquid formulation 136. It can be appreciated that the sin-
gle syringe assembly 70 as shown in FIGS. 11-16 pro-
vides a high pressure drug delivery system 10 with almost
continuous delivery. In accordance with one embodi-
ment, the single syringe 130 dispenses a volume of ap-
proximately 500 micro-liters to 1000 micro-liters per
pump cycle with an aspiration time of less than 5% of the
total pump cycle.
[0085] The disposable assembly 40 also includes an
inlet 536 adapted to receive a ventilated or hospital air
supply, which is fed to the sheath gas tube subassembly
530. The ventilated or hospital air supply is heater or
warmed by the sheath air subassembly 430, which is
admixed with the vaporized or volatized liquid formulation
(i.e., generated aerosol) at the distal end 162 of the cap-
illary tube 158 within the aerosol confinement or transition
adapter 190.
[0086] FIG. 16 is an exploded view of the disposable
assembly 40 of FIG. 15. As shown in FIG. 16, the dis-
posable assembly 40 includes a syringe assembly 70
having a single syringe 130, a valve assembly 60 having
a pair of valves 120, 122, an aerosol generator unit 50,
and an aerosol confinement or transition adapter 190.
[0087] The syringe assembly 70 is preferably com-
prised of a single syringe 130 comprised of a plunger
580, a test cap 582, an alignment member 584, a plunger
seal 586, and a syringe body 588 having a pair of valve
seats 589. Each valve 120, 122 includes a disposable
valve membrane 592, a threaded membrane plug 590,
and a membrane pusher 540. At a distal end of the sy-
ringe body 588, the syringe assembly 70 includes a filter
542 (preferably stainless steel), which is adjacent to a
pressure drop assembly comprised of an upstream hous-
ing member 544, a downstream housing member 548
and a pressure drop disk 546 positioned therein. The
disposable assembly 40 also includes an air control nut
550, an air controller base member 552, a ferrule 554, a
feed tube nut 556, a domed capillary tube 158, a capillary
end member 570, a two piece end holder 572, 574, and
an aerosol confinement or transition adapter 190. A pair
of support members 560, 562 is attached at one end to
the syringe assembly 70 / valve assembly 60 and at the
other end to the aerosol confinement member or transi-

tion adapter 190. In addition to providing structure for the
syringe assembly 70, the capillary tube 158, the sheath
air tube subassembly 530, and the aerosol confinement
or transition adapter 190, the support members 560, 562
also ensure that the components of the disposable as-
sembly 40 are matched to their respective connections
within the base unit 20.
[0088] The disposable assembly 40 also includes a
sheath air tube subassembly 530 comprised of a sheath
air tube 532 having an inlet 534 and an outlet 536, and
a turbine assembly 538. The turbine assembly 538 con-
trols the amount of flow of ventilated or hospital air supply
to the aerosol confinement or transition adapter 190
through a valve assembly (not shown). In accordance
with an embodiment, the turbine assembly 538 regulates
the flow rate of the ventilated or hospital air supply by
transmitting the rotation velocity of the turbine assembly
538 in revolutions per minute (RPM) to the controller as-
sembly 36, by opening, closing or at least partially ob-
structing the passage within the valve assembly to in-
crease or decrease the flow rate and/or supply of venti-
lated or hospital air supply to the sheath air tube sub-
assembly 530.
[0089] In accordance with an embodiment, the capil-
lary tube 158 is a domed capillary tube, which includes
a feed tube end or proximal end 160, and a domed cap-
illary end or distal end 162. The capillary tube 158 in
accordance with an embodiment, preferably has an in-
side diameter in the range of about 0.05 to 0.53 millim-
eters, and more preferably in the range of about 0.1 to
0.2 millimeters. The feed tube end 160 is preferably cir-
cular in cross-section with a domed capillary end 163 on
the distal end 162 of the capillary tube 158. A particularly
preferred inside diameter of the capillary tube 158 is ap-
proximately 0.1905 mm (or 0.0075 inches). In accord-
ance with one embodiment, the capillary tube 158 is a
tipped capillary as described in US patent application US
20050235991.
[0090] FIG. 17 shows a diagram of the drug delivery
system 10. As shown in FIG. 17, the drug delivery system
comprises a formulation or dose packet 350 (or closed
closure system), a hot plate/stirrer 300, a pumping unit
260, a syringe assembly 70, a valve assembly 60, an
aerosol generator unit 50 having a heater block 150 and
a capillary tube 158 therein, a transition adaptor 190, and
a condensate trap 100. The system 10 also can include
a CPAP adaptor 310 for delivering an aerosol to a patient,
an air filter 330 (such as a HEPA filter), a source of air
(CPAP) 320, and a control unit 340. The source of air
320 is preferably from a hospital compressed airline or
pressurized air source, such as a tank of compressed air
with a suitable valve arrangement to achieve a desired
airflow.
[0091] In accordance with one embodiment, a liquid
material or liquid formulation 136, such as Surfaxin ®,
which is contained within a formulation or dose packet
350 is prepared for delivery to a patient by initially heating
the packet 350 on the hot plate/stirrer 300 to liquefy the
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formulation to a desired viscosity (i.e., a highly viscous
formulation) for delivery to the pumping unit 260. The
pumping unit 260 and the valving assembly 60 supplies
the formulation 136 from the dose packet 350 at a con-
stant and continuous rate to the aerosol generator unit
50, which includes a capillary passage in which the liquid
formulation 136 is at least partially vaporized. The heater
block 150 heats the capillary passage to a temperature
range effective to at least partially volatilize liquid formu-
lation 136 in the capillary passage or tube 158 into an
aerosol.
[0092] The aerosol generator unit 50 also preferably
includes at least one air passage arranged such that the
source of air 320 is heated by the heater body or block
150, and wherein the heated or warmed air is admixed
with the aerosol produced by the aerosol generator unit
50. It can be appreciated that the system 10 can include
a separate air heater 312 in the form of a discrete air
heater that is remote to the capillary tube 158, in lieu of
or in addition to the use of the heat generated at or about
the capillary tube 158.
[0093] The transition adaptor or aerosol confinement
member 190 captures the aerosols produced by the aer-
osol generator unit 50 and the capillary tube 158 and
directs the aerosol into a flow tube 104 for delivery to the
patient via a CPAP adaptor 310. The CPAP adaptor 310
preferably delivers aerosols to the patient at about 38 °C
to 42 °C and more preferably about 40 °C for infants. It
can be appreciated that be varying the length of a delivery
hose or tubing 104, the delivery temperature of the aer-
osols can be delivered at a suitable or desirable temper-
ature. The aerosol confinement member 190 is prefera-
bly sealed to the aerosol generator unit 50 or capillary
tube 158, which prevents ambient air (in contrast to heat-
ed air delivered to the transition adaptor) from admixing
with the aerosol produced by the aerosol generator unit
or capillary tube 158. The transition adaptor or aerosol
confinement member 190 can include a condensate trap
100 having at least one baffle therein and/or a drainage
port at a lower end thereof adapted to attach to a con-
densate collection device or drain tube assembly. The
admixing of the heated or warm air with the aerosol pro-
duced by the formulation reduces the amount of conden-
sation from the capillary tube 158 to be able to deliver an
aerosol to the patient located at a remote location from
the system 10 and the aerosol generating unit 50.
[0094] In accordance with another embodiment, a cool
air supply from a fan or other suitable cooling device 370
can be used to cool the flow tube 104 attached to the
continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) adaptor 310
or other suitable device. The fan or other suitable cooling
device 370 is preferably located below the transition
adapter 190. A thermocouple or temperature monitoring
device (not shown) located within the patient interface
device or CPAP adaptor 310 monitors the temperature
of the admixture of heated or warm air with the generated
aerosol. The temperature of the admixture of heated air
and generated aerosol is then fed to a temperature con-

troller (not shown) located outside of the base unit 20, or
alternatively to a temperature controller located within
and which is an integral part of the base unit 20. During
operation of the system, the temperature controller con-
trols the fan or other suitable cooling device 370 to initiate
cooling or a reduction in the temperature of the mixture
of the heated air and the generated aerosol in response
to the temperature of the heated air and generated aer-
osol at the patient interface device or CPAP adaptor 310.
In accordance with an embodiment, the cooling of the
heated air and the generated aerosol from the aerosol
generator unit 50 can be performed by increasing the fan
speed.
[0095] The system 10 preferably in drug delivery ap-
plications is adapted to provide an aerosol having aver-
age mass median particle diameters of less than 3 mi-
crons, and more preferably an average mass median par-
ticle diameter of less than 2 microns to facilitate deep
lung penetration. In accordance with a preferred embod-
iment, the aerosol has an average mass median particle
diameter of between about 0.2 to 2 microns and more
preferably an average mass median particle diameter of
about 0.5 to 1.0 microns. It is also desirable, in certain
drug delivery applications, to deliver medicaments at high
flow rates, e.g., above 1 milligram per second. It can be
appreciated that the source of liquid formulation prefer-
ably contains a lung surfactant adapted for delivery as
an aerosol to an infant’s lungs. For example, in accord-
ance with one embodiment, the liquid formulation is a
medicament to treat Respiratory Distress Syndrome
(RDS) in infants. In accordance with an embodiment, the
system 10 is preferably capable of delivering an aerosol
with a drug concentration of 2.3 milligrams per liter of air
from a liquid formulation with a drug concentration of 10
milligrams per milliliter (mg/mL) and commensurately
higher aerosol concentrations from formulations with
higher concentrations. In addition, it is noteworthy that
the aerosol generator and/or system 10 as shown
achieves a uniquely high aerosol concentration for a give
initial liquid formulation. For example, as shown in FIG.
18, which is representative of expected results, which
could vary, in accordance with an embodiment, a drug
concentration of 30 milligrams of drug per milliliter of for-
mulation (mg/mL), one may achieve a delivered drug aer-
osol concentration of 7 milligrams of drug aerosol per
liter of air (mg/1) at a sheath air flow rate of 3 liters per
minute (L/min). It can be appreciated that the system
efficiency as shown in FIG. 18, is the ratio of the mass
or active medicant as measured upstream of the CPAP
adaptor divided by the mass of the active medicant
pumped into the system.
[0096] While various embodiments have been de-
scribed, it is to be understood that variations and modi-
fications may be resorted to as will be apparent to those
skilled in the art. Such variations and modifications are
to be considered within the purview and scope of the
claims appended hereto. For example, a superheated
fluid could be maintained in a superheated liquid condi-
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tion until discharged from the capillary, whereupon a flash
vaporization will occur.

Claims

1. A method of dispensing a liquid or aerosol to maintain
a clog free capillary system (10), comprising:

supplying a liquid formulation from a pumping
unit (260) to a capillary (158) of an aerosol gen-
erator unit (50) at a flow rate;
vaporizing at least a portion of the liquid formu-
lation within the capillary (158) of the aerosol
generator unit (50); and
periodically increasing the flow rate from a first
flow rate to a second flow rate.

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein the second
flow rate is at least twice the first flow rate.

3. A method according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the
pumping unit (260) includes a valving arrangement
(60) operable to supply the liquid formulation into an
inlet of one syringe pump (262, 264) during delivery
of liquid formulation to the aerosol generator unit (50)
by the other syringe pump (262, 264), and wherein
increasing the flow rate from the first flow rate to the
second flow rate is performed at least once per each
syringe cycle.

4. A method according to claim 1, 2 or 3 wherein the
system (10) has an operating pressure, and wherein
periodically increasing the first flow rate to the sec-
ond flow rate increases the operating pressure within
the system.

5. A method according to any preceding claim further
comprising increasing the first flow rate to the second
flow rates for less than one second at a frequency
of one burst every 10 seconds or less.

6. A method according to any preceding claim wherein
increasing the flow rate is performed in a plurality of
short bursts, wherein each of the plurality of short
bursts occurs for less than one second at a frequency
of one burst every 10 seconds or less.

7. A method according to any preceding claim further
comprising increasing the frequency of increased
flow rate for liquid formulations having a higher con-
centration.

8. A method according to any preceding claim further
comprising adjusting the timing of the periodic in-
creases in the first flow rate depending on the liquid
formulation, the first flow rate and the desired aero-
solization parameters.

9. A method according to any preceding claim wherein
the capillary system (10) is a drug delivery system.

10. A method according to any preceding claim wherein
timing of the increases in the flow rate is dependent
on the liquid formulation, the flow rate and the desired
aerosolization parameters.

11. A method according to any preceding claim wherein
increasing the flow rate results in an increase in op-
erating pressure within the system (10).

12. A system (10) for maintaining a clog free capillary
comprising:

an aerosol generator unit (50) having a capillary
passage;
a liquid formulation; a pumping unit (260), which
supplies the liquid formulation to the aerosol
generator unit (50) at a flow rate, wherein at least
a portion of the liquid formulation is vaporized
within the capillary (158) of the aerosol genera-
tor unit; and
a controller (36), which operates the pumping
unit (260) to provide for periodic increases in the
flow rate for clog prevention.

13. A system (10) according to claim 12 wherein the pe-
riodic increases in flow rate further comprises peri-
odically increasing the flow rate from a first flow rate
to a second flow rate, and wherein the second flow
rate is at least twice the first flow rate.

14. A system (10) according to claim 12 or 13 having a
pair of syringe pumps (262, 264), wherein the pump-
ing unit (260) includes a valving arrangement (60)
operable to supply the liquid formulation into an inlet
of a syringe pump during delivery of the liquid for-
mulation to the aerosol generator unit by the other
syringe pump, and wherein increasing the flow rate
from the first flow rate to the second flow rate is per-
formed at least once per each syringe cycle.

15. A system (10) according to claim 12, 13 or 14 further
comprising increasing the first flow rate to the second
flow rates for less than one second at a frequency
of one burst every 10 seconds or less.

16. A system (10) according to any of claims 12 to 15
further comprising adjusting the timing of the periodic
increases in the first flow rate depending on the liquid
formulation, the first flow rate and the desired aero-
solization parameters.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Abgeben einer Flüssigkeit oder eines
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Aerosols, um ein verstopfungsfreies Kapillarsystem
(10) aufrechtzuerhalten, aufweisend:

Bereitstellen einer Flüssigformulierung von ei-
ner Pumpeneinheit (260) an ein Kapillargefäß
(158) einer Aerosolerzeugereinheit (50) bei ei-
ner Strömungsgeschwindigkeit;
Verdampfen mindestens eines Teils der Flüs-
sigformulierung innerhalb des Kapillargefäßes
(158) der Aerosolerzeugereinheit (50); und
periodisches Erhöhen der Strömungsgeschwin-
digkeit von einer ersten Strömungsgeschwin-
digkeit auf eine zweite Strömungsgeschwindig-
keit.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die zweite Strö-
mungsgeschwindigkeit mindestens zweimal die ers-
te Strömungsgeschwindigkeit ist.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Pum-
peinheit (260) eine Ventilanordnung (60) einschließt,
die betriebsfähig ist, die Flüssigformulierung in einen
Einlass einer Spritzenpumpe (262, 264) bereitzu-
stellen während der Abgabe der Flüssigformulierung
an die Aerosolerzeugereinheit (50) durch die andere
Spritzenpumpe (262, 264), und wobei das Erhöhen
der Strömungsgeschwindigkeit von der ersten Strö-
mungsgeschwindigkeit auf die zweite Strömungsge-
schwindigkeit mindestens einmal für jeden Spritzen-
zyklus erfolgt.

4. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1, 2 oder 3,
wobei das System (10) einen Betriebsdruck auf-
weist, und wobei das periodische Erhöhen der ersten
Strömungsgeschwindigkeit auf die zweite Strö-
mungsgeschwindigkeit den Betriebsdruck innerhalb
des Systems erhöht.

5. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
weiter aufweisend das Erhöhen der ersten Strö-
mungsgeschwindigkeit auf die zweiten Strömungs-
geschwindigkeiten für weniger als eine Sekunde bei
einer Frequenz von einem Burst alle 10 Sekunden
oder weniger.

6. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
wobei das Erhöhen der Strömungsgeschwindigkeit
in mehreren kurzen Bursts ausgeführt wird, wobei
jeder der mehreren kurzen Bursts für weniger als
eine Sekunde bei einer Frequenz von einem Burst
alle 10 Sekunden oder weniger auftritt.

7. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
weiter aufweisend das Erhöhen der Frequenz erhöh-
ter Strömungsgeschwindigkeit für Flüssigformulie-
rungen mit einer höheren Konzentration.

8. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,

weiter aufweisend das Anpassen der Zeitsteuerung
der periodischen Anstiege in der ersten Strömungs-
geschwindigkeit abhängig von der Flüssigformulie-
rung, der ersten Strömungsgeschwindigkeit und den
gewünschten Aerosolisierungsparametern.

9. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
wobei das Kapillarsystem (10) ein Medikamenten-
verabreichungssystem ist.

10. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
wobei die Zeitsteuerung der Anstiege in der Strö-
mungsgeschwindigkeit von der Flüssigformulierung,
der Strömungsgeschwindigkeit und den gewünsch-
ten Aerosolisierungsparametern abhängig ist.

11. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
wobei das Erhöhen der Strömungsgeschwindigkeit
in einem Anstieg im Betriebsdruck innerhalb des
Systems (10) resultiert.

12. System (10) zum Aufrechterhalten eines verstop-
fungsfreien Kapillargefäßes, aufweisend:

eine Aerosolerzeugereinheit (50) mit einem Ka-
pillardurchgang;
eine Flüssigformulierung; eine Pumpeinheit
(260), welche die Flüssigformulierung an die Ae-
rosolerzeugereinheit (50) bei einer Strömungs-
geschwindigkeit bereitstellt, wobei mindestens
ein Teil der Flüssigformulierung innerhalb des
Kapillargefäßes (158) der Aerosolerzeugerein-
heit verdampft wird; und
eine Steuerung (36), welche die Pumpeinheit
(260) betreibt, um zur Verstopfungsverhinde-
rung periodische Anstiege in der Strömungsge-
schwindigkeit bereitzustellen.

13. System (10) nach Anspruch 12, wobei die periodi-
schen Anstiege in der Strömungsgeschwindigkeit
weiter das periodische Erhöhen der Strömungsge-
schwindigkeit von einer ersten Strömungsgeschwin-
digkeit auf eine zweite Strömungsgeschwindigkeit
aufweisen, und wobei die zweite Strömungsge-
schwindigkeit mindestens zweimal die erste Strö-
mungsgeschwindigkeit ist.

14. System (10) nach Anspruch 12 oder 13 mit einem
Paar von Spritzenpumpen (262, 264), wobei die
Pumpeneinheit (260) eine Ventilanordnung (60) ein-
schließt, die betriebsfähig ist, die Flüssigformulie-
rung in einen Einlass einer Spritzenpumpe bereitzu-
stellen während der Abgabe der Flüssigformulierung
an die Aerosolerzeugereinheit durch die andere
Spritzenpumpe, und wobei das Erhöhen der Strö-
mungsgeschwindigkeit von der ersten Strömungs-
geschwindigkeit auf die zweite Strömungsgeschwin-
digkeit mindestens einmal für jeden Spritzenzyklus
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ausgeführt wird.

15. System (10) nach Anspruch 12, 13 oder 14, weiter
aufweisend das Erhöhen der ersten Strömungsge-
schwindigkeit auf die zweiten Strömungsgeschwin-
digkeiten für weniger als eine Sekunde bei einer Fre-
quenz von einem Burst alle 10 Sekunden oder we-
niger.

16. System (10) nach einem der Ansprüche 12 bis 15,
weiter aufweisend das Anpassen der Zeitsteuerung
der periodischen Anstiege in der ersten Strömungs-
geschwindigkeit abhängig von der Flüssigformulie-
rung, der ersten Strömungsgeschwindigkeit und den
gewünschten Aerosolisierungsparametern.

Revendications

1. Procédé de distribution d’un liquide ou d’un aérosol
pour maintenir un système capillaire sans encrasse-
ment (10), comprenant :

la fourniture d’une formulation liquide à partir
d’une unité de pompage (260) à un capillaire
(158) d’une unité de génération d’aérosol (50)
à un débit d’écoulement ;
la vaporisation d’au moins une partie de la for-
mulation liquide dans le capillaire (158) de l’unité
de génération d’aérosol (50) ; et
l’augmentation périodique du débit d’écoule-
ment à partir d’un premier débit d’écoulement
jusqu’à un deuxième débit d’écoulement.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le
deuxième débit d’écoulement est au moins deux fois
le premier débit d’écoulement.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
l’unité de pompage (260) inclut un agencement de
soupapes (60) pouvant fonctionner pour fournir la
formulation liquide dans une entrée d’une pompe à
seringue (262, 264) pendant l’administration de la
formulation liquide à l’unité de génération d’aérosol
(50) par une autre pompe à seringue (262, 264), et
dans lequel l’augmentation du débit d’écoulement à
partir du premier débit d’écoulement jusqu’au
deuxième débit d’écoulement est réalisée au moins
une fois pour chaque cycle de seringue.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1, 2 ou 3, dans lequel le système (10) a une pression
de fonctionnement, et dans lequel une augmentation
périodique du premier débit d’écoulement jusqu’au
deuxième débit d’écoulement augmente la pression
de fonctionnement dans le système.

5. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications

précédentes, comprenant en outre l’augmentation
du premier débit d’écoulement jusqu’au deuxième
débit d’écoulement en moins d’une seconde à une
fréquence d’un coup toutes les 10 secondes ou
moins.

6. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel l’augmentation du débit
d’écoulement est effectuée dans une pluralité de
coups courts, dans lequel chacune de la pluralité de
coups courts se produit pendant moins d’une secon-
de à une fréquence d’un coup toutes les 10 secondes
ou moins.

7. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, comprenant en outre l’augmentation
de la fréquence du débit d’écoulement augmenté
pour les formulations liquides ayant une concentra-
tion plus élevée.

8. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, comprenant en outre l’ajustement du
temps des augmentations périodiques dans le pre-
mier débit d’écoulement en fonction de la formulation
liquide, du premier débit d’écoulement et des para-
mètres d’aérosolisation désirés.

9. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le système capillaire (10)
est un système d’administration d’un médicament.

10. Procédé selon une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le temps des augmenta-
tions dans le débit d’écoulement dépend de la for-
mulation liquide, du débit d’écoulement et des para-
mètres d’aérosolisation désirés.

11. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel l’augmentation du débit
d’écoulement entraîne une augmentation de la pres-
sion de fonctionnement dans le système (10).

12. Système (10) pour la maintenance contre l’encras-
sement d’un capillaire comprenant :

une unité de génération d’aérosol (50) ayant un
passage capillaire ;
une formulation liquide ; une unité de pompage
(260) qui fournit la formulation liquide à l’unité
de génération d’aérosol (50) à un débit d’écou-
lement, où au moins une partie de la formulation
liquide est vaporisée dans le capillaire (158) de
l’unité de génération d’aérosol ; et
un contrôleur (36), qui fait fonctionner l’unité de
pompage (260) afin de fournir des augmenta-
tions périodiques dans le débit d’écoulement
pour une prévention de l’encrassement.
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13. Système (10) selon la revendication 12, dans lequel
les augmentations périodiques dans le débit d’écou-
lement comprennent en outre une augmentation pé-
riodique du débit d’écoulement à partir d’un premier
débit d’écoulement jusqu’à un deuxième débit
d’écoulement, et dans lequel le deuxième débit
d’écoulement est égal à au moins deux fois le pre-
mier débit d’écoulement.

14. Système (10) selon la revendication 12 ou 13 ayant
une paire de pompes à seringue (262, 264), dans
lequel l’unité de pompage (260) inclut un agence-
ment de soupapes (60) pouvant fonctionner pour
fournir la formulation liquide dans une entrée d’une
pompe à seringue pendant l’administration de la for-
mulation liquide à l’unité de génération d’aérosol par
l’autre pompe à seringue, et dans lequel l’augmen-
tation du débit d’écoulement à partir du premier débit
d’écoulement jusqu’au deuxième débit d’écoule-
ment est réalisée au moins une fois pour chaque
cycle de seringue.

15. Système (10) selon les revendications 12, 13 ou 14,
comprenant en outre l’augmentation du premier dé-
bit d’écoulement jusqu’au deuxième débit d’écoule-
ment pendant moins d’une seconde à une fréquence
d’un coup toutes les 10 secondes ou moins.

16. Système (10) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations 12 à 15, comprenant en outre l’ajustement
du temps des augmentations périodiques dans le
premier débit d’écoulement en fonction de la formu-
lation liquide, du premier débit d’écoulement et des
paramètres de formation d’aérosol désirés.
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