
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

04
3 

49
4

A
1

TEPZZ¥Z4¥494A_T
(11) EP 3 043 494 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
13.07.2016 Bulletin 2016/28

(21) Application number: 13894726.2

(22) Date of filing: 30.09.2013

(51) Int Cl.:
H04J 14/00 (2006.01) H04B 10/00 (2013.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/CN2013/084727

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2015/042959 (02.04.2015 Gazette 2015/13)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME

(71) Applicant: Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd.
Longgang District
Shenzhen, Guangdong 518129 (CN)

(72) Inventors:  
• ZHANG, Xiaofeng

Shenzhen
Guangdong 518129 (CN)

• ZHANG, Li
Shenzhen
Guangdong 518129 (CN)

• WU, Guangsheng
Shenzhen
Guangdong 518129 (CN)

(74) Representative: Epping - Hermann - Fischer
Patentanwaltsgesellschaft mbH 
Schloßschmidstraße 5
80639 München (DE)

(54) DATA TRANSMISSION METHOD, DEVICE AND SYSTEM

(57) The present invention discloses a data trans-
mission method, apparatus, and system, which are used
to reduce a delay of user uplink data and improve network
performance in an HFC network. The method includes:
determining, by a cable modem termination system phys-
ical layer CMTS PHY layer according to uplink resource
assignment information configured by a cable modem
termination system Media Access Control layer CMTS
MAC layer separately for each cable modem CM of mul-

tiple CMs, a time slice that needs to be occupied when
uplink data sent from a CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer of the multiple CMs, is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer; and forwarding, by the CMTS PHY layer to the
CMTS MAC layer on the determined time slice, the re-
ceived uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink re-
source assignment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to network com-
munications technologies, and in particular, to a data
transmission method, apparatus, and system.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Hybrid fiber-coaxial (Hybrid Fiber-Coaxial,
HFC) is an economical and practical integrated digital
service broadband network access technology. The HFC
generally consists of three parts: an optical fiber trunk, a
coaxial cable branch line, and a subscriber distribution
network. A central office signal is converted into an optical
signal first and transmitted on the trunk, and after the
optical signal arrives at a user area, the optical signal is
converted into an electrical signal, and after a splitter
splits the electrical signal, the electrical signal is sent to
a user by using a coaxial cable. A difference between
the HFC and an early community antenna television
(Community Antenna Television, CATV) coaxial network
mainly lies in that: on the trunk, the optical signal is trans-
mitted by using an optical fiber; at a front end, electrical-
to-optical conversion needs to be completed; and after
the electrical signal enters the user area, optical-to-elec-
trical conversion needs to be completed. The HFC net-
work implements optical-to-electrical signal conversion
mainly in two manners: one is an analog manner, that is,
radio frequency over glass (Radio Frequency over Glass,
RFoG), and the other is conversion in a digital manner,
which currently includes technologies such as the Eth-
ernet passive optical network Protocol over Coax (Eth-
ernet passive optical network Protocol over Coax, EP-
oC), the Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification
over Ethernet passive optical network (Docsis Protocol
over Ethernet passive optical network, DPoE), an up-
stream external-physical layer interface (Upstream Ex-
ternal-PHY Interface, UEPI), and a downstream external-
physical layer interface (Downstream External-PHY In-
terface, DEPI).
[0003] The Data Over Cable Service Interface Speci-
fication (Data over cable service interface specifications,
Docsis) is an application standard of the HFC network.
In Docsis version 3.1, under the premise that most func-
tions of a Media Access Control (Media Access Control,
MAC) layer in Docsis version 3.0 are remained, a physical
(physical, PHY) layer is modified significantly, and the
PHY layer uses an orthogonal frequency division multiple
access (Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplex Ac-
cess, OFDMA) modulation scheme. An FDD mode is
used between the MAC layer and the PHY layer for uplink
and downlink multiplexing. For downlink, a MAC layer
uses an OFDM broadcasting mode. The MAC divides a
spectrum resource at uplink of a user. The MAC divides
an uplink physical resource of the user into a mini-slot
(mini-slot) or a sub-slot (sub-slot), where each mini-slot

or sub-slot occupies a particular quantity of symbols
(symbols) and a particular quantity of sub-carriers (sub-
carriers). In addition, at uplink of the user, a fixed quantity
of profiles (profiles) are supported, and each cable mo-
dem (Cable modem, CM) can support the fixed quantity
of profiles, where the profile includes a modulation
scheme of a CM in each mini-slot or sub-slot, thereby
implementing binary phase shift keying (Binary Phase
ShiftKeying, BPSK) to 4096 quadrature amplitude mod-
ulation (Quadrature Amplitude Modulation, QAM). In ad-
dition, there is a scheduling period in the MAC layer, and
a resource is divided within each scheduling period. In
addition, the MAC layer notifies the PHY layer of a re-
source assignment status and a profile status, so that
the PHY layer can correctly demodulate information sent
by the CM.
[0004] In a current solution that can adapt to the Docsis
3.1, a modulated cable modem termination system (Mod-
ulated Cable Modem Termination System, M-CMTS)
separates a downlink CMTS PHY layer from CMTS MAC
layer or separates both an uplink CMTS PHY layer and
a downlink CMTS PHY layer from CMTS MAC layer and
places the uplink CMTS PHY layer and the downlink
CMTS PHY layer at different positions, and the CMTS
PHY layer is connected to the CMTS MAC layer by using
an optical fiber; therefore, costs are low and transmission
quality is high. Disadvantages of the M-CMTS lie in that:
a DEPI and a UEPI are logic links based on the Layer 2
Tunnel Protocol version 3 (Layer 2 Tunnel Protocol ver-
sion 3, L2TPV3), uplink and downlink transmission be-
tween the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer
that are separated are performed by using the DEPI and
the UEPI that needs to be respectively, scheduled by
using the L2TPv3, and first-level scheduling still needs
to be performed between a CMTS and a CM. Two-level
scheduling is performed on service data, which results
in a high transmission delay.

SUMMARY

[0005] Embodiments of the present invention provide
a data transmission method, apparatus, and system,
which are used to resolve a problem of a high delay that
is caused by two-level scheduling that needs to be per-
formed for transmission of service data in an HFC net-
work. Specific technical solutions provided by the em-
bodiments of the present invention are as follows: Ac-
cording to a first aspect, a data transmission method in-
cludes:

determining, by a cable modem termination system
physical layer according to uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by a CMTS Media Ac-
cess Controllayer separately for each cable modem
CM of multiple CMs, a time slice that needs to be
occupied when uplink data sent from a CM, connect-
ed to the CMTS PHY layer, of the multiple CMs is
forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
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forwarding, by the CMTS PHY layer to the CMTS
MAC layer on the determined time slice, the received
uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer.

[0006] With reference to the first aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation manner, the determining, by a
CMTS PHY layer according to uplink resource assign-
ment information of each CM, a time slice that needs to
be occupied when uplink data sent by a CM connected
to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer includes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a forwarding
order when uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded
to the CMTS MAC layer;
determining, according to the uplink resource as-
signment information configured by the CMTS MAC
layer for each CM, a volume of forwarded data when
the uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer;
determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to
the determined volume of forwarded data, a value
of a time slice that is separately occupied when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer; and determining, by the CMTS
PHY layer according to the determined forwarding
order and the value of the time slice, the time slice
that needs to be occupied when the uplink data sent
by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0007] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the first aspect, in a second possible
implementation manner, the determining, by the CMTS
PHY layer according to the forwarding order and the val-
ue of the time slice, the time slice that needs to be occu-
pied when the uplink data sent by the CM connected to
the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer includes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a guard inter-
val when the uplink data sent by each CM is sepa-
rately forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to
the determined forwarding order,
the value of the time slice, and the guard interval,
the time slice that is occupied when the uplink data
sent by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer
is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0008] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the first aspect, in a third possible im-
plementation manner, the uplink resource assignment
information includes:

a time-frequency resource occupied by the uplink
data and a profile identifier (profile ID) used by the
uplink data.

[0009] With reference to the third possible implemen-
tation manner of the first aspect, in a fourth possible im-
plementation manner, the determining, by the CMTS
PHY layer, a forwarding order when uplink data sent by
each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer includes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to a
time-frequency resource that is occupied when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer, the forwarding order when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer.

[0010] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the first aspect or the second possible
implementation manner of the first aspect, in a fifth pos-
sible implementation manner, the determining, by the
CMTS PHY layer, a forwarding order when uplink data
sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer
includes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to
an order in which the uplink resource assignment
information configured for each CM is received, the
forwarding
order when the uplink data sent by each CM is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0011] With reference to the first aspect, in a sixth pos-
sible implementation manner, the receiving, by the CMTS
PHY layer, the uplink resource assignment information
configured by the CMTS MAC layer separately for each
CM includes:

classifying, by the CMTS PHY layer, links between
the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer into
a management channel and a data channel in ad-
vance according to the time slice; and
transmitting, by the CMTS PHY layer by using the
management channel, Data Over Cable Service In-
terface Specification Docsis management informa-
tion including the uplink resource assignment infor-
mation configured by the CMTS MAC layer sepa-
rately for each CM.

[0012] With reference to the sixth possible implemen-
tation manner of the first aspect, in a seventh possible
implementation manner, the method further includes:

transmitting, by the CMTS PHY layer, management
information of the links between
the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer by
using the management channel.
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[0013] With reference to the sixth possible implemen-
tation manner of the first aspect, in an eighth possible
implementation manner, the forwarding, by the CMTS
PHY layer to the CMTS MAC layer, the received uplink
data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer
includes:

transmitting, by the CMTS PHY layer by using the
data channel, service data
including the received uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer.

[0014] With reference to any one of the first aspect and
the first possible implementation manner of the first as-
pect to the eighth possible implementation manner of the
first aspect, in a ninth possible implementation manner,
the method further includes:

performing, by the CMTS PHY layer, a ranging proc-
ess when the CMTS PHY layer is initially connected
to the CMTS MAC layer, where a ranging result is
used to
perform delay compensation for the forwarded uplink
data.

[0015] According to a second aspect, a cable modem
termination system physical layer apparatus includes:

a time slice determining module, configured to de-
termine, according to uplink resource assignment in-
formation configured by a CMTS Media Access Con-
trol layer separately for each cable modem CM of
multiple CMs, a time slice that needs to be occupied
when uplink data sent from a CM, connected to the
CMTS PHY layer, of the multiple CMs is forwarded
to the CMTS MAC layer; and
a sending module, configured to forward, to the
CMTS MAC layer on the determined time slice, the
received uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink
resource assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer.

[0016] With reference to the second aspect, in a first
possible implementation manner, the time slice deter-
mining module includes:

an order determining module, configured to deter-
mine a forwarding order when uplink data sent by
each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
a data volume determining module, configured to de-
termine, according to the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer
for each CM, a volume of forwarded data when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer;
a time slice value determining module, configured to
determine, according to the determined volume of

forwarded data, a value of a time slice that is sepa-
rately occupied when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
a time slice mapping module, configured to deter-
mine, according to the determined forwarding order
and the value of the time slice, the time slice that
needs to be occupied when the uplink data sent by
the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0017] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the second aspect, in a second possible
implementation manner, the time slice mapping module
is specifically configured to:

determine a guard interval when the uplink data sent
by each CM is separately forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forwarding
order, the value of the time slice, and the guard in-
terval, the time slice that is occupied when the uplink
data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0018] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the second aspect, in a third possible
implementation manner, the data volume determining
module is specifically configured to:

determine, according to a time-frequency resource
occupied by the uplink data configured by the CMTS
MAC layer for each CM and a profile identifier (profile
ID) used by the uplink data, the volume of forwarded
data when the uplink data sent by each CM is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0019] With reference to the third possible implemen-
tation manner of the second aspect, in a fourth possible
implementation manner, the order determining module
is specifically configured to:

determine, according to a time-frequency resource
that is occupied when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the for-
warding order
when the uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded
to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0020] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the second aspect or the second pos-
sible implementation manner of the second aspect, in a
fifth possible implementation manner, the order deter-
mining module is specifically configured to:

determine, according to an order in which the uplink
resource assignment information configured for
each CM is received, the forwarding order when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
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CMTS MAC layer.

[0021] With reference to the second aspect, in a sixth
possible implementation manner, the apparatus further
includes:

a channel classification module, configured to clas-
sify, according to the time slice,
links between the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS
MAC layer into a management channel and a data
channel in advance; and
a Docsis management information transmitting mod-
ule, configured to transmit, by using the manage-
ment channel, Data Over Cable Service Interface
Specification Docsis management information in-
cluding the uplink resource assignment information
configured by the CMTS MAC layer separately for
each CM.

[0022] With reference to the sixth possible implemen-
tation manner of the second aspect, in a seventh possible
implementation manner, the apparatus further includes:

a link management information transmitting module,
configured to transmit management information of
the links between the CMTS PHY layer and the
CMTS MAC layer by using the management chan-
nel.

[0023] With reference to the sixth possible implemen-
tation manner of the second aspect, in an eighth possible
implementation manner, the apparatus further includes:

a data channel transmitting module, configured to
transmit, by using the data channel,
service data including the received uplink data sent
by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer.

[0024] With reference to any one of the second aspect
and the first possible implementation manner of the sec-
ond aspect to the eighth possible implementation manner
of the second aspect, in a ninth possible implementation
manner, the apparatus further includes:

a ranging module, configured to perform a ranging
process when the CMTS PHY layer is initially con-
nected to the CMTS MAC layer, where a ranging
result is used to perform delay compensation for the
forwarded uplink data.

[0025] According to a third aspect, a cable modem ter-
mination system physical layer apparatus includes:

a processor, configured to determine, according to
uplink resource assignment information configured
by a CMTS Media Access Controllayer separately
for each cable modem CM of multiple CMs, a time
slice that needs to be occupied when uplink data

sent from a CM, connected to the CMTS PHY layer,
of the multiple CMs is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer; and
a transceiver, configured to forward, to the CMTS
MAC layer on the determined time slice, the received
uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer.

[0026] With reference to the third aspect, in a first pos-
sible implementation manner, the processor is specifi-
cally configured to:

determine a forwarding order when uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer
for each CM, a volume of forwarded data when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the determined volume of
forwarded data, a value of a time slice that is sepa-
rately occupied when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forwarding
order and the value of the time slice, the time slice
that needs to be occupied when the uplink data sent
by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0027] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the third aspect, in a second possible
implementation manner, when the processor is config-
ured to determine, according to the forwarding order and
value of the time slice, the time slice that is occupied
when the uplink data sent by the CM connected to the
CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer,
the processor is specifically configured to:

determine a guard interval when the uplink data sent
by each CM is separately forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forwarding
order, the value of the time slice, and the guard in-
terval, the time slice that is occupied when the uplink
data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0028] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the third aspect, in a third possible im-
plementation manner, when the processor is configured
to determine, according to the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer for
each CM, the volume of forwarded data when the uplink
data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer, the processor is specifically configured to:
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determine, according to a time-frequency resource
occupied by the uplink data configured by the CMTS
MAC layer for each CM and a profile identifier (profile
ID) used by the uplink data, the volume of forwarded
data when the uplink data sent by each CM is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0029] With reference to the third possible implemen-
tation manner of the third aspect, in a fourth possible
implementation manner, when the processor is config-
ured to determine the forwarding order when the uplink
data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer, the processor is specifically configured to deter-
mine, according to a time-frequency resource that is oc-
cupied when the uplink data sent by each CM is forward-
ed to the CMTS MAC layer, the forwarding order when
the uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer. With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the third aspect or the second possible
implementation manner of the third aspect, in a fifth pos-
sible implementation manner, when the processor is con-
figured to determine the forwarding order when the uplink
data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer, the processor is specifically configured to deter-
mine, according to an order in which the uplink resource
assignment information configured for each CM is re-
ceived, the forwarding order when the uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.
[0030] With reference to the third aspect, in a sixth pos-
sible implementation manner, the processor is further
configured to classify, according to the time slice, links
between the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer
into a management channel and a data channel in ad-
vance; and
the transceiver is configured to transmit, by using the
management channel, Data Over Cable Service Inter-
face Specification Docsis management information in-
cluding the uplink resource assignment information con-
figured by the CMTS MAC layer separately for each CM.
[0031] With reference to the sixth possible implemen-
tation manner of the third aspect, in a seventh possible
implementation manner, the transceiver is further con-
figured to transmit management information of the links
between the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer
by using the management channel.
[0032] With reference to the sixth possible implemen-
tation manner of the third aspect, in an eighth possible
implementation manner, the transceiver is further con-
figured to transmit, by using the data channel, service
data including the received uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer.
[0033] With reference to any one of the third aspect
and the first possible implementation manner of the third
aspect to the eighth possible implementation manner of
the third aspect, in a ninth possible implementation man-
ner, the processor is further configured to perform a rang-
ing process when the processor is initially connected to
the CMTS MAC layer, where a ranging result is used to

perform delay compensation for the forwarded uplink da-
ta.
[0034] According to a fourth aspect, a data transmis-
sion system is provided, and the system includes:

a cable modem termination system Media Access
Control layer apparatus,
configured to configure uplink resource assignment
information of each cable modem CM of multiple
CMs, and send the uplink resource assignment in-
formation configured for each CM of the multiple
CMs to each cable modem termination system phys-
ical layer apparatus; and
the CMTS PHY layer apparatus, configured to de-
termine, according to the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer
apparatus separately for each CM of the multiple
CMs, a time slice that needs to be occupied when
uplink data sent from a CM, connected to the CMTS
PHY layer apparatus, of the multiple CMs is forward-
ed to the CMTS MAC layer; and forward, to the
CMTS MAC layer on the determined time slice, the
received uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink
resource assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer.

[0035] With reference to the fourth aspect, in a first
possible implementation manner, when the CMTS PHY
layer apparatus is configured to determine, according to
the uplink resource assignment information configured
by the CMTS MAC layer apparatus separately for each
CM of the multiple CMs, the time slice that needs to be
occupied when the uplink data sent by the CM, connected
to the CMTS PHY layer apparatus, of the multiple CMs
is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the CMTS PHY
layer apparatus is specifically configured to:

determine a forwarding order when uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer
for each CM, a volume of forwarded data when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the determined volume of
forwarded data, a value of a time slice that is sepa-
rately occupied when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forwarding
order and the value of the time slice, the time slice
that needs to be occupied when the uplink data sent
by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0036] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the fourth aspect, in a second possible
implementation manner, the determining, by the CMTS
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PHY layer according to the forwarding order and the val-
ue of the time slice, the time slice that is occupied when
the uplink data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer includes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a guard inter-
val when the uplink data sent by each CM is sepa-
rately forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to
the determined forwarding order, the value of the
time slice, and the guard interval, the time slice that
is occupied when the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to
the CMTS MAC layer.

[0037] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the fourth aspect, in a third possible
implementation manner, the uplink resource assignment
information includes:

a time-frequency resource occupied by the uplink
data and a profile identifier (profile ID) used by the
uplink data.

[0038] With reference to the third possible implemen-
tation manner of the fourth aspect, in a fourth possible
implementation manner, the determining, by the CMTS
PHY layer, a forwarding order when uplink data sent by
each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer includes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to a
time-frequency resource that is occupied when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer, the forwarding order when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer.

[0039] With reference to the first possible implemen-
tation manner of the fourth aspect or the second possible
implementation manner of the fourth aspect, in a fifth
possible implementation manner, the determining, by the
CMTS PHY layer, a forwarding order when uplink data
sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer
includes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to
an order in which the uplink resource assignment
information configured for each CM is received, the
forwarding order when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0040] With reference to the fourth aspect, in a sixth
possible implementation manner, the CMTS MAC layer
and the CMTS PHY layer classify links between the
CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer into a man-
agement channel and a data channel in advance accord-
ing to the time slice; and
the CMTS MAC layer and the CMTS PHY layer transmit,

by using the management channel, Data Over Cable
Service Interface Specification Docsis management in-
formation including the uplink resource assignment in-
formation configured by the CMTS MAC layer separately
for each CM.
[0041] With reference to the sixth possible implemen-
tation manner of the fourth aspect, in a seventh possible
implementation manner, the CMTS MAC layer and the
CMTS PHY layer transmit management information of
the links between the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS
MAC layer by using the management channel.
[0042] With reference to the sixth possible implemen-
tation manner of the fourth aspect, in an eighth possible
implementation manner, the CMTS MAC layer and the
CMTS PHY layer transmit, by using the data channel,
service data including the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer and received by the
CMTS PHY layer.
[0043] To sum up, in the embodiments of the present
invention, a CMTS PHY layer determines, according to
uplink resource assignment information of each CM, a
time slice that is occupied when uplink data sent by a CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to a
CMTS MAC layer, that is, the CMTS PHY layer deter-
mines resource assignment by itself when the uplink data
sent by the CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer,
and each CMTS PHY layer sends, on a corresponding
time slice, the uplink data sent by the CM connected to
the CMTS PHY layer. Therefore, the CMTS MAC layer
is prevented from scheduling the CMTS PHY layer again
when the CMTS PHY layer needs to forward to the CMTS
MAC layer the uplink data sent by the CM, and a trans-
mission delay of a data service is reduced and network
performance is improved by reducing one time of uplink
data scheduling.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0044]

FIG. 1 is a schematic structural diagram of a network
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 2 is a schematic flowchart of a data transmission
method according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of assignment of an
uplink time-frequency resource according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of channel classifica-
tion according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 5 is a schematic flowchart of a data transmission
method according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
FIG. 6 is a schematic principle diagram of data trans-
mission according to an embodiment of the present
invention;
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FIG. 7 is a schematic flowchart of network initializa-
tion according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention;
FIG. 8 is a schematic flowchart of uplink data sending
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
FIG. 9 is a schematic structural diagram of a CMTS
PHY layer according to an embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of another
CMTS PHY layer according to an embodiment of the
present invention; and
FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of a data
transmission system according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0045] In embodiments of the present invention, a
CMTS PHY layer determines, according to uplink re-
source assignment information of each CM, a time slice
that is occupied when uplink data sent by a CM connected
to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to CMTS MAC layer,
and each CMTS PHY layer sends, on a corresponding
time slice, the uplink data of the CM connected to the
CMTS PHY layer. Therefore, the CMTS MAC layer is
prevented from scheduling the CMTS PHY layer again
when the CMTS PHY layer needs to forward the uplink
data of the CM to the CMTS MAC layer, and a delay of
uplink data is reduced and network performance is im-
proved by reducing one time of uplink data scheduling.
[0046] The following describes embodiments of the
present invention in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.
[0047] As shown in FIG. 1, FIG. 1 is a schematic struc-
tural diagram of a network according to an embodiment
of the present invention. In the structure of the network
provided by this embodiment of the present invention,
CMTS MAC layer is separated completely from a CMTS
PHY layer. The CMTS MAC layer is disposed in a central
equipment room and is connected to a remote CMTS
PHY layer by using an optical fiber. The CMTS PHY layer
uses a distributed structure, and each CMTS PHY layer
is separately connected to a CM with a particular data
volume by using a coaxial cable.
[0048] In the structure of the network shown in FIG. 1,
downlink data at a user end is broadcast by the CMTS
MAC layer to the CMTS PHY layer by using an optical
fiber, the CMTS PHY layer performs demodulation and
decoding to obtain original downlink data, and then per-
forms coding and modulation to convert the original
downlink data into a coaxial signal and sends the coaxial
signal to each CM, and then, the CM interacts with a set-
top box and/or a personal computer according to the co-
axial signal of the CMTS PHY layer. Uplink data at the
user end is transmitted by the CM by using the coaxial
cable, and demodulation and decoding are performed at
the CMTS PHY layer, then coding and modulation are

performed to convert the coaxial signal into an optical
fiber signal, and then the optical fiber signal is sent to the
CMTS MAC layer by the CMTS PHY layer. A Time Divi-
sion Multiple Access (Time Division Multiple Address,
TDMA) manner is used between the CMTS MAC layer
and the CMTS PHY layer.
[0049] In addition, in the structure of the network shown
in FIG. 1, a passive optical network (Passive Optical Net-
work, PON) is further integrated, where an optical line
terminal (Optical Line Terminal, OLT) and an optical net-
work unit (Optical Network Unit, ONU) of the PON are
connected separately to two ends of an optical fiber line,
and the PON and the CMTS share the optical fiber line
by means of wavelength division multiplexing (Wav-
length Division Multiplexing, WDM). In a PON system, in
a downlink transmission direction from the OLT to the
ONU, the OLT broadcasts and sends information contin-
uously to each ONU, and each ONU selects and receives
data that belongs to the ONU; and in an uplink transmis-
sion direction from the ONU to the OLT, multiple ONUs
share an uplink link in a time division multiplexing man-
ner.
[0050] As shown in FIG. 2, a data transmission method
provided by an embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes:

S201: A CMTS PHY layer determines, according to
uplink resource assignment information configured
by CMTS MAC layer separately for each CM of mul-
tiple CMs, a time slice that needs to be occupied
when uplink data sent from a CM, connected to the
CMTS PHY layer, of the multiple CMs is forwarded
to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0051] As shown in FIG. 3, the CMTS MAC layer con-
figures an uplink resource for each CM and sends the
uplink resource assignment information to each CMTS
PHY layer by using an optical fiber line. Because a broad-
cast manner is used at downlink of the optical fiber line,
each CMTS PHY layer can receive the uplink resource
assignment information of each CM. After receiving the
uplink resource assignment information of each CM, the
CMTS PHY layer further determines uplink resource as-
signment information of the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer, and then notifies the CM connected to the
CMTS PHY layer of the corresponding uplink resource
assignment information.
[0052] Each CMTS PHY layer determines, according
to the received uplink resource assignment information
of each CM that is broadcast by the CMTS MAC layer,
a time slice that is occupied when uplink data sent by
each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, so that
time slice occupation results of the uplink data of all the
CMs that are determined by all the CMTS PHY layers
are the same, so as to ensure that no conflict occurs
between the time slices used when all the CMTS PHY
layers send the uplink data sent by the CMs.
[0053] Specifically, the CMTS PHY layer determines,
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according to the determined time slice occupation result
of the uplink data of each CM, the time slice that is oc-
cupied when the uplink data sent by the CM connected
to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer.
[0054] S202: The CMTS PHY layer forwards, to the
CMTS MAC layer on the determined time slice, the re-
ceived uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink re-
source assignment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer.
[0055] The CM modulates the uplink data and sends
the uplink data to the CMTS PHY layer according to the
uplink resource assignment information configured by
the CMTS MAC layer and sent by the CMTS PHY layer,
and then, the CMTS PHY layer demodulates and re-
ceives data according to the corresponding uplink re-
source assignment information.
[0056] After receiving the uplink data of the CM con-
nected to the CMTS PHY layer, the CMTS PHY layer
forwards the received uplink data of the CM to the CMTS
MAC layer according to the determined time slice.
[0057] Optionally, in S201, the determining, by a CMTS
PHY layer according to uplink resource assignment in-
formation of each CM, a time slice that is occupied when
uplink data sent by a CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer is forwarded to CMTS MAC layer includes: deter-
mining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a forwarding order when
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer; determining, according to the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the CMTS MAC
layer for each CM, a volume of forwarded data when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer; determining, by the CMTS PHY layer accord-
ing to the determined volume of forwarded data, a value
of a time slice that is separately occupied when the uplink
data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer; and determining, by the CMTS PHY layer accord-
ing to the determined forwarding order and the value of
the time slice, the time slice that is occupied when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer; and determining, by the CMTS PHY layer,
the time slice that is occupied when the uplink data sent
by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forward-
ed to the CMTS MAC layer. Therefore, when a time slice
corresponding to uplink data sent by a CM connected to
the CMTS PHY layer arrives, the uplink data sent by the
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer by using an
optical fiber link.
[0058] To ensure a time of an optical switch, a guard
interval needs to be inserted between time slices. Op-
tionally, the determining, by the CMTS PHY layer accord-
ing to the forwarding order and the value of the time slice,
the time slice that is occupied when the uplink data sent
by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forward-
ed to the CMTS MAC layer includes: determining, by the
CMTS PHY layer, a guard interval when the uplink data
sent by each CM is separately forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer; and determining, by the CMTS PHY layer

according to the determined forwarding order, the value
of the time slice, and the guard interval, the time slice
that is occupied when the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer.
[0059] Optionally, the uplink resource assignment in-
formation includes a time-frequency resource occupied
by the uplink data and a profile identifier (profile ID) used
by the uplink data.
[0060] The determining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a
forwarding order when the uplink data sent by each CM
is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer includes: determin-
ing, by the CMTS PHY layer according to a time-frequen-
cy resource that is occupied when the uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the
forwarding order when the uplink data sent by each CM
is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer. Specifically, the
forwarding order of the uplink data of each CM is as-
signed according to a location of a time-frequency re-
source occupied by the uplink data of the CM in an OFD-
MA two-dimensional coordinate, for example, the for-
warding order is determined according to a location of a
first mini_slot of an occupied timeslot resource in the
OFDMA two-dimensional coordinate.
[0061] Optionally, the determining, by the CMTS PHY
layer, a forwarding order when uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer includes: de-
termining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to an order
in which the uplink resource assignment information con-
figured for each CM is received, the forwarding order
when the uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to
the CMTS MAC layer. For example, when the CMTS
MAC layer broadcasts the uplink resource assignment
information of the CM, the CMTS MAC layer broadcasts
uplink resource assignment information of a CM 1 first,
and then broadcasts uplink resource assignment infor-
mation of a CM 2, so that when determining the forward-
ing order of the uplink data of the CM, the CMTS PHY
layer places uplink data of the CM 1 before uplink data
of the CM 2.
[0062] Further, in order to implement the steps shown
in FIG. 2, use of an L2TPv3 scheduling manner is avoid-
ed, and an information exchange process needs to be
re-determined. In this embodiment of the present inven-
tion, optical fiber links are classified into two logic chan-
nels: a management channel and a data channel accord-
ing to the time slice, where the service channel is used
to transmit service data, and the management channel
is used to transmit management data, and for channel
classification, transmission of the service data needs to
be preferentially ensured. On the optical fiber link, each
CMTS PHY layer forwards, on a respective time slice,
the uplink data sent by the CM, and transmission is per-
formed in a manner similar to a PON manner; therefore,
an OLT module configured to receive uplink data of the
service channel is implemented in the CMTS MAC layer,
and an ONU module configured to send the uplink data
of the service channel is implemented in the CMTS PHY
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layer, and the OLT module manages the ONU module
by using the management channel, as shown in FIG. 4.
[0063] In this embodiment of the present invention, use
of each logic channel of the optical fiber link is specified
as follows:

The CMTS PHY layer classifies links between the
CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer into a
management channel and a data channel in advance
according to the time slice; the CMTS MAC layer
also classifies the links between the CMTS PHY lay-
er and the CMTS MAC layer into a management
channel and a data channel in advance according
to the time slice; and the CMTS PHY layer and the
CMTS MAC layer align the management channel
with the data channel through interaction.

[0064] The CMTS PHY layer transmits, by using the
management channel, Data Over Cable Service Inter-
face Specification Docsis management information in-
cluding the uplink resource assignment information con-
figured by the CMTS MAC layer separately for each CM.
The Docsis management information includes informa-
tion for CMTS service related scheduling performed by
the CMTS MAC layer on the CMTS PHY layer, and
scheduling performed by a CMTS on the CM, for exam-
ple, a management message of a CMTS MAC layer for
a CMTS PHY layer, online and offline management on
the CM, and the like.
[0065] The CMTS PHY layer transmits management
information of the links between the CMTS PHY layer
and the CMTS MAC layer by using the management
channel, that is, scheduling performed by the OLT mod-
ule on the ONU module shown in FIG. 4. Scheduling in
the PON manner may specifically use a request resource
assignment (request-grant) manner in PON dynamic
bandwidth assignment (Dynamic Bandwidh Assignment,
DBA), and in this manner, uplink bandwidth assignment
of each CMTS PHY layer can be scheduled, thereby im-
proving utilization of an optical fiber channel.
[0066] Certainly, the management information of the
link between the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC
layer does not include service data scheduling. As shown
in step S201 to step S202, assignment of the time slice
when the CMTS PHY layer sends the uplink data of the
CM to the CMTS MAC layer is determined by the CMTS
PHY layer itself.
[0067] The CMTS PHY layer also transmits, by using
the data channel, service data including the received up-
link data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer, and at uplink of the data channel, the CMTS MAC
layer performs no scheduling, thereby reducing a delay
of uplink service data.
[0068] In addition, when the CMTS PHY layer is initially
connected to the CMTS MAC layer, the CMTS MAC layer
and the CMTS PHY layer perform a ranging process to
determine a round-trip delay from downlink sending of
the CMTS MAC layer to uplink receiving, and then per-

form delay compensation accordingly, so as to ensure
that an uplink signal of each CMTS PHY layer can be
inserted into a specified timeslot after the uplink signal
converges on the optical fiber line.
[0069] In this embodiment of the present invention,
CMTS MAC layer assigns a coaxial uplink resource to a
CM, so that a CMTS PHY layer directly determines uplink
resource assignment, thereby avoiding scheduling on
uplink service data on an optical fiber and reducing a
delay of the uplink service data.
[0070] As shown in FIG. 5, a data transmission method
provided by an embodiment of the present invention in-
cludes:

S501: CMTS MAC layer configures uplink resource
assignment information for each CM.
S502: The CMTS MAC layer sends the uplink re-
source assignment information of each CM to each
CMTS PHY layer simultaneously.
S503: The CMTS MAC layer receives uplink data
that is sent by the CM according to the configured
uplink resource assignment information and that is
forwarded by the CMTS PHY layer.

[0071] Before receiving the uplink data that is sent by
the CM according to the configured uplink resource as-
signment information and that is forwarded by the CMTS
PHY layer, the CMTS MAC layer performs no scheduling
on the uplink service data for the CMTS PHY layer.
[0072] The following describes the principle of trans-
mitting data in a network with reference to FIG. 6. As
shown in FIG. 4, a CMTS MAC layer apparatus and a
CMTS PHY layer apparatus each have an OLT module
and an ONU module, and corresponding to a PON trans-
mission protocol, the CMTS MAC layer apparatus and
the CMTS PHY layer apparatus each have a PON MAC
module and a PON PHY module. Therefore, a logic struc-
ture of each apparatus at a central office is as follows: a
Docsis MAC module, a PON MAC module, and a PON
PHY module are configured in the CMTS MAC layer in
sequence, and a Docsis PHY module, a PON MAC mod-
ule, a mapping (MAP) module, and a PON PHY module
are configured in the CMTS PHY layer in sequence; and
information is transferred between the modules layer by
layer.
[0073] Data is transmitted between the CMTS MAC
layer and the CMTS PHY layer in the PON manner, and
in specific implementation, transmission is performed by
using the PON MAC module and the PON PHY module
of the CMTS MAC layer and the PON MAC module and
the PON PHY module of the CMTS PHY layer; the Docsis
MAC module and the Docsis PHY module are respec-
tively configured to implement a function of the CMTS
MAC layer and a function of the CMTS PHY layer; and
the MAP module is configured to perform uplink resource
mapping, so that the uplink service data can be transmit-
ted in the optical fiber directly without being scheduled
by the CMTS MAC layer.
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[0074] Specific meanings of each line in FIG. 6 are as
follows:

A line 61 passes through the PON MAC module and
the PON PHY module of the CMTS MAC layer, and
the PON PHY module and the PON MAC module of
the CMTS PHY layer, indicating management and
scheduling on the optical fiber link; and when the
CMTS PHY layer goes online initially, the CMTS
PHY layer performs ranging and establishes a PON
connection by using the line 61, and uses the man-
agement channel.

[0075] A line 62 passes through the Docsis MAC mod-
ule, the PON MAC module, and the PON PHY module
of the CMTS MAC layer, and the PON PHY module, the
PON MAC module, and the Docsis PHY module of the
CMTS PHY layer, indicating transmission of Docsis re-
lated management information between the CMTS MAC
layer and the CMTS PHY layer, and the management
channel is used.
[0076] A line 63 passes through the Docsis MAC mod-
ule and the PON PHY module of the CMTS MAC layer,
the PON PHY module and the Docsis PHY module of
the CMTS PHY layer, and a PHY module and a MAC
module of the CM, indicating transmission of downlink
data of the CM, and because the downlink data uses a
broadcast mode, the downlink data is transmitted by us-
ing the PON PHY directly and does not require the PON
MAC to participate in scheduling, and the data channel
is used.
[0077] A line 64 passes through the MAC module and
the PHY module of the CM, the Docsis PHY module, the
MAP module, and the PON PHY module of the CMTS
PHY layer, and the PON PHY module and the Docsis
MAC module of the CMTS MAC layer, indicating trans-
mission of uplink data of the CM, and the uplink data of
the CM is transmitted by using the PON PHY module
directly according to a mapping result, and the data chan-
nel is used.
[0078] The following describes a network working
process provided by an embodiment of the present in-
vention with reference to an actual application scenario.
[0079] As shown in FIG. 7, a network initialization proc-
ess includes:

S701: CMTS MAC layer is powered on, configures
a scheduling period, aligns an uplink scheduling pe-
riod with a downlink scheduling period, and aligns
each logic channel.
S702: A CMTS PHY layer is powered on, initiates
registration to the CMTS MAC layer, and completes
ranging.
S703: A CM is powered on and is connected to the
CMTS PHY layer, the CMTS PHY layer reports re-
lated connection information to the CMTS MAC lay-
er, and the CMTS MAC layer schedules the CM to
complete time adjustment and registration.

[0080] As shown in FIG. 8, an uplink data sending proc-
ess includes:

S801: When receiving an uplink data sending re-
quest of a CM, CMTS MAC layer broadcasts uplink
resource assignment of each CM, including a
mini_slot assigned to each CM and a profile ID, on
a downlink management channel.
S802: A CMTS PHY layer calculates, according to
an uplink resource assignment result, a volume of
data actually carried in resource assignment (grant)
of each CM after data demodulation.
S803: The CMTS PHY layer calculates a quantity of
time quanta (Time Quantum, TQ) occupied on an
optical fiber after data modulation in each grant.
S804: The CMTS PHY layer orders each grant ac-
cording to a first mini_slot in each grant;
S805: The CMTS PHY layer adds a guard interval
between TQs corresponding to all grant, and com-
pletes mapping from uplink resource assignment of
the CM to a time slice of a data channel of the optical
fiber.
S806: After receiving uplink service data of a CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer, the CMTS PHY
layer sends the uplink service data of the CM on a
corresponding TQ according to a mapping result.

[0081] Referring to FIG. 9, an embodiment of the
present invention provides a CMTS PHY layer apparatus,
including:

a time slice determining module 91, configured to
determine, according to uplink resource assignment
information configured by a cable modem termina-
tion system Media Access Control layer CMTS MAC
layer separately for each cable modem CM of mul-
tiple CMs, a time slice that is occupied when uplink
data sent from a CM,
connected to the CMTS PHY layer, of the multiple
CMs is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
a sending module 92, configured to forward, to the
CMTS MAC layer on the determined time slice, the
received uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink
resource assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer.

[0082] Optionally, the time slice determining module
91 includes:

an order determining module 911, configured to de-
termine a forwarding order when uplink data sent by
each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
a data volume determining module 912, configured
to determine, according to the uplink resource as-
signment information configured by the CMTS MAC
layer for each CM, a volume of forwarded data when
the uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
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CMTS MAC layer;
a time slice value determining module 913, config-
ured to determine, according to the determined vol-
ume of forwarded data, a value of a time slice that
is separately occupied when the uplink data sent by
each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
a time slice mapping module 914, configured to de-
termine, according to the determined forwarding or-
der and the value of the time slice, the time slice that
is occupied when the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to
the CMTS MAC layer.

[0083] Optionally, the time slice mapping module 914
is specifically configured to:

determine a guard interval when the uplink data sent
by each CM is separately forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forwarding
order, the value of the time slice, and the guard in-
terval, the time slice that is occupied when the uplink
data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0084] Optionally, the data volume determining mod-
ule 912 is specifically configured to:

determine, according to a time-frequency resource
occupied by the uplink data configured by the CMTS
MAC layer for each CM and a profile identifier (profile
ID) used by the uplink data, the volume of forwarded
data when the uplink data sent by each CM is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0085] The order determining module 911 is specifical-
ly configured to:

determine, according to a time-frequency resource
that is occupied when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the for-
warding order
when the uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded
to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0086] Optionally, the order determining module 911
is specifically configured to:

determine, according to an order in which the uplink
resource assignment information configured for
each CM is received, the forwarding order when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer.

[0087] Optionally, the apparatus further includes:

a channel classification module, configured to clas-
sify, according to the time slice, links between the

CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer into a
management channel and a data channel in ad-
vance; and
a Docsis management information transmitting mod-
ule, configured to transmit, by using the manage-
ment channel, Data Over Cable Service Interface
Specification Docsis management information in-
cluding the uplink resource assignment information
configured by the CMTS MAC layer separately for
each CM.

[0088] Optionally, the apparatus further includes:

a link management information transmitting module,
configured to transmit management information of
the links between the CMTS PHY layer and the
CMTS MAC layer by using the management chan-
nel.

[0089] Optionally, the apparatus further includes:

a data channel transmitting module, configured to
transmit, by using the data channel, service data in-
cluding the received uplink data sent by the CM con-
nected to the CMTS PHY layer.

[0090] Optionally, the apparatus further includes:

a ranging module, configured to perform a ranging
process when the CMTS PHY layer is initially con-
nected to the CMTS MAC layer, where a ranging
result is used to perform delay compensation.

[0091] It should be noted that the CMTS PHY layer
apparatus in this embodiment is for implementing the
foregoing step S201 to step S202, and the foregoing ex-
planation and limitation to the method are also applicable
to the CMTS PHY layer apparatus in this embodiment.
[0092] Referring to FIG. 10, an embodiment of the
present invention provides a CMTS PHY layer apparatus,
including:

a processor 1001, configured to determine, accord-
ing to uplink resource assignment information sep-
arately configured by a cable modem termination
system Media Access Control layer CMTS MAC lay-
er for each CM of multiple cable modems, a time
slice that is occupied when uplink data sent from a
CM, connected to the CMTS PHY layer, of the mul-
tiple CMs is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
a transceiver 1002, configured to forward, to the
CMTS MAC layer on the determined time slice, the
received uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink
resource assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer.

[0093] The processor 1001 is specifically configured
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to:

determine a forwarding order when uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer
for each CM, a volume of forwarded data when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the determined volume of
forwarded data, a value of a time slice that is sepa-
rately occupied when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forwarding
order and the value of the time slice, the time slice
that is occupied when the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to
the CMTS MAC layer.

[0094] When the processor 1001 is configured to de-
termine, according to the forwarding order and the value
of the time slice, the time slice that is occupied when the
uplink data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the processor
1001 is specifically configured to:

determine a guard interval when the uplink data sent
by each CM is separately forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forwarding
order, the value of the time slice, and the guard in-
terval, the time slice that is occupied when the uplink
data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0095] When the processor 1001 is configured to de-
termine, according to the uplink resource assignment in-
formation configured by the CMTS MAC layer for each
CM, the volume of forwarded data when the uplink data
sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer,
the processor 1001 is specifically configured to:

determine, according to a time-frequency resource
occupied by the uplink data configured by the CMTS
MAC layer for each CM and a profile identifier (profile
ID) used by the uplink data, the volume of forwarded
data when the uplink data sent by each CM is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0096] When the processor 1001 is configured to de-
termine the forwarding order when the uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the
processor 1001 is specifically configured to:

determine, according to a time-frequency resource
that is occupied when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the for-
warding order when the uplink data sent by each CM

is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

[0097] When the processor 1001 is configured to de-
termine the forwarding order when the uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the
processor 1001 is specifically configured to:

determine, according to an order in which the uplink
resource assignment information configured for
each CM is received, the forwarding order when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer.

[0098] The processor 1001 is further configured to
classify, according to the time slice, links between the
CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer into a man-
agement channel and a data channel in advance; and
the transceiver 1002 is configured to transmit Data Over
Cable Service Interface Specification Docsis manage-
ment information including the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer for
the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer by using the
management channel.
[0099] The transceiver 1002 is further configured to
transmit management information of the links between
the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer by using
the management channel. The transceiver 1002 is further
configured to transmit, by using the data channel, service
data including the received uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer.
[0100] The processor 1001 is further configured to per-
form a ranging process when the processor 1001 is ini-
tially connected to the CMTS MAC layer, where a ranging
result is used to perform delay compensation for the for-
warded uplink data.
[0101] Referring to FIG. 11, an embodiment of the
present invention provides a CMTS system, including:

a CMTS MAC layer apparatus 1101, configured to
configure uplink resource assignment information of
each cable modem CM of multiple CMs, and send
the uplink resource assignment information config-
ured for each CM of the multiple CMs to each cable
modem termination system physical layer CMTS
PHY layer apparatus; and
the CMTS PHY layer apparatus 1102, configured to
determine, according to the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer
apparatus separately for each CM of the multiple
CMs, a time slice that is occupied when uplink data
sent by a CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer
apparatus 1102 of the multiple CMs is forwarded to
the CMTS MAC layer; and forward, to the CMTS
MAC layer on the determined time slice, the received
uplink data that is sent, by using the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer, by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY
layer.
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[0102] Optionally, when the CMTS PHY layer appara-
tus 1102 is configured to determine, according to the up-
link resource assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer apparatus separately for each CM, the
time slice that is occupied when the uplink data sent by
the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer apparatus is
forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer, the CMTS PHY layer
apparatus 1102 is specifically configured to:

determine a forwarding order when uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by the CMTS MAC layer
for each CM, a volume of forwarded data when the
uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the determined volume of
forwarded data, a value of a time slice that is sepa-
rately occupied when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forwarding
order and the value of the time slice, the time slice
that is occupied when the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to
the CMTS MAC layer.

[0103] Optionally, the determining, by the CMTS PHY
layer 1102 according to the forwarding order and the val-
ue of the time slice, the time slice that is occupied when
the uplink data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer 1101
includes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer 1102, a guard
interval when the uplink data sent by each CM is
separately forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer 1101;
and
determining, by the CMTS PHY layer 1102 according
to the determined forwarding order, the value of the
time slice, and the guard interval, the time slice that
is occupied when the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to
the CMTS MAC layer 1101.

[0104] Optionally, the uplink resource assignment in-
formation includes:

a time-frequency resource occupied by the uplink
data and a profile identifier (profile ID) used by the
uplink data.

[0105] Optionally, the determining, by the CMTS PHY
layer 1102, a forwarding order when uplink data sent by
each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer 1101 in-
cludes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer 1102 according
to a time-frequency resource that is occupied when

the uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer 1101, the forwarding order when
the uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer 1101.

[0106] Optionally, the determining, by the CMTS PHY
layer 1102, a forwarding order when uplink data sent by
each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer 1101 in-
cludes:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer 1102 according
to an order in which the uplink resource assignment
information configured for each CM is received, the
forwarding order when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer 1101.

[0107] Optionally, the CMTS MAC layer 1101 and the
CMTS PHY layer 1102 classify links between the CMTS
PHY layer 1102 and the CMTS MAC layer 1101 into a
management channel and a data channel in advance
according to the time slice; and
the CMTS MAC layer 1101 and the CMTS PHY layer
1102 transmit, by using the management channel, Data
Over Cable Service Interface Specification Docsis man-
agement information including the uplink resource as-
signment information separately configured by the CMTS
MAC layer 1101 for each CM.
[0108] Optionally, the CMTS MAC layer 1101 and the
CMTS PHY layer 1102 transmit management informa-
tion of the links between the CMTS PHY layer 1102 and
the CMTS MAC layer 1101 by using the management
channel.
[0109] Optionally, the CMTS MAC layer 1101 and the
CMTS PHY layer 1102 transmit, by using the data chan-
nel, service data including the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer and received by the
CMTS PHY layer.
[0110] To sum up, in this embodiment of the present
invention, each CMTS PHY layer directly determines, ac-
cording to a result of uplink scheduling performed by
CMTS MAC layer on the CM, uplink resource assignment
when the CMTS PHY layer sends uplink data of a CM to
the CMTS MAC layer, so that each CMTS PHY layer
sends, on a determined time slice, uplink data of a CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer. Therefore, the CMTS
MAC layer is prevented from scheduling the CMTS PHY
layer again when the CMTS PHY layer needs to send
the uplink data to the CMTS MAC layer, and a delay of
the uplink data is reduced and network performance is
improved by reducing one time of uplink data scheduling.
[0111] Persons skilled in the art should understand that
the embodiments of the present invention may be pro-
vided as a method, a system, or a computer program
product. Therefore, the present invention may use a form
of a complete hardware embodiment, a complete soft-
ware embodiment, or an embodiment combining soft-
ware and hardware. In addition, the present invention
may use a form of a computer program product imple-
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mented on one or more computer-usable storage media
(including, but not limited to, a disk memory, a CD-ROM,
an optical memory, and the like) including computer-us-
able program code.
[0112] The present invention is described with refer-
ence to flowcharts and/or block diagrams of the method,
the device (system), and the computer program product
in the embodiments of the present invention. It should be
understood that computer program instructions may be
used to implement each process and/or each block in
the flowcharts and/or block diagrams and a combination
of a process and/or a block in the flowcharts and/or the
block diagrams. These computer program instructions
may be provided to a general-purpose computer, a ded-
icated computer, an embedded processor, or a processor
of another programmable data processing device to gen-
erate a machine, so that the instructions executed by a
computer or a processor of another programmable data
processing device generate an apparatus for implement-
ing a specific function in one or more processes in the
flowcharts and/or in one or more blocks in the block di-
agrams.
[0113] These computer program instructions may also
be stored in a computer readable memory that can in-
struct a computer or another programmable data
processing terminal device to work in a specific manner,
so that the instructions stored in the computer readable
memory generate an artifact that includes an instruction
apparatus. The instruction apparatus implements a spe-
cific function in one or more processes in the flowcharts
and/or in one or more blocks in the block diagrams.
[0114] These computer program instructions may also
be loaded onto a computer or another programmable da-
ta processing device, so that a series of operations and
steps are performed on the computer or the another pro-
grammable data processing device, thereby generating
computer-implemented processing. Therefore, the in-
structions executed on the computer or another program-
mable data processing device provide steps for imple-
menting a specific function in one or more processes in
the flowcharts and/or in one or more blocks in the block
diagrams. Although the embodiments of the present in-
vention have been described, persons skilled in the art
can make changes and modifications to these embodi-
ments once they learn the basic inventive concept.
Therefore, the following claims are intended to be con-
strued as to cover the embodiments and all changes and
modifications falling within the scope of the present in-
vention. Obviously, persons skilled in the art can make
various modifications and variations to the embodiments
of the present invention without departing from the spirit
and scope of the embodiments of the present invention.
In this way, the present invention is intended to cover the
modifications and variations to the embodiments of the
present invention provided that the modifications and var-
iations fall within the scope of the claims of the present
invention and their equivalent technologies.

Claims

1. A data transmission method, wherein the method
comprises:

determining, by a cable modem termination sys-
tem physical layer according to uplink resource
assignment information configured by a cable
modem termination system Media Access Con-
trol layer separately for each cable modem CM
of multiple CMs, a time slice that needs to be
occupied when uplink data sent from a CM, con-
nected to the CMTS PHY layer, of the multiple
CMs is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
forwarding, by the CMTS PHY layer to the CMTS
MAC layer on the determined time slice, the re-
ceived uplink data that is sent, by using the up-
link resource assignment information config-
ured by the CMTS MAC layer, by the CM con-
nected to the CMTS PHY layer.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the deter-
mining, by a CMTS PHY layer according to uplink
resource assignment information of each CM, a time
slice that needs to be occupied when uplink data
sent by a CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer is
forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer comprises:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a forward-
ing order when uplink data sent by each CM is
forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
determining, according to the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer for each CM, a volume of for-
warded data when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according
to the determined volume of forwarded data, a
value of a time slice that is separately occupied
when the uplink data sent by each CM is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according
to the determined forwarding order and the value
of the time slice, the time slice that needs to be
occupied when the uplink data sent by the CM
connected to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded
to the CMTS MAC layer.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the deter-
mining, by the CMTS PHY layer according to the
determined forwarding order and the value of the
time slice, the time slice that needs to be occupied
when the uplink data sent by the CM connected to
the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer comprises:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a guard
interval when the uplink data sent by each CM
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is separately forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
and
determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according
to the determined forwarding order, the value of
the time slice, and the guard interval, the time
slice that is occupied when the uplink data sent
by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer is
forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

4. The method according to claim 2, wherein the uplink
resource assignment information comprises:

a time-frequency resource occupied by the up-
link data and a profile identifier (profile ID) used
by the uplink data.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the deter-
mining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a forwarding order
when uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded to
the CMTS MAC layer comprises:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according
to a time-frequency resource that is occupied
when the uplink data sent by each CM is for-
warded to the CMTS MAC layer, the forwarding
order when the uplink data sent by each CM is
forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

6. The method according to claim 2 or 3, wherein the
determining, by the CMTS PHY layer, a forwarding
order when uplink data sent by each CM is forwarded
to the CMTS MAC layer comprises:

determining, by the CMTS PHY layer according
to an order in which the uplink resource assign-
ment information configured for each CM is re-
ceived, the forwarding order when the uplink da-
ta sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the re-
ceiving, by the CMTS PHY layer, the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer separately for each CM comprises:

classifying, by the CMTS PHY layer, links be-
tween the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC
layer into a management channel and a data
channel in advance according to the time slice;
and
transmitting, by the CMTS PHY layer by using
the management channel, Data Over Cable
Service Interface Specification Docsis manage-
ment information comprising the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer separately for each CM.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the meth-

od further comprises:

transmitting, by the CMTS PHY layer, manage-
ment information of the links between the CMTS
PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer by using
the management channel.

9. The method according to claim 7, wherein the for-
warding, by the CMTS PHY layer to the CMTS MAC
layer, the received uplink data sent by the CM con-
nected to the CMTS PHY layer comprises:

transmitting, by the CMTS PHY layer by using
the data channel, service data comprising the
received uplink data sent by the CM connected
to the CMTS PHY layer.

10. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 9,
wherein the method further comprises:

performing, by the CMTS PHY layer, a ranging
process when the CMTS PHY layer is initially
connected to the CMTS MAC layer, wherein a
ranging result is used to perform delay compen-
sation for the forwarded uplink data.

11. A cable modem termination system physical layer
apparatus, wherein the apparatus comprises:

a time slice determining module, configured to
determine, according to uplink resource assign-
ment information configured by a cable modem
termination system Media Access Control layer
separately for each cable modem CM of multiple
CMs, a time slice that needs to be occupied
when uplink data sent from a CM, connected to
the CMTS PHY layer, of the multiple CMs, is
forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer; and
a sending module, configured to forward, to the
CMTS MAC layer on the determined time slice,
the received uplink data that is sent, by using
the uplink resource assignment information con-
figured by the CMTS MAC layer, by the CM con-
nected to the CMTS PHY layer.

12. The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the
time slice determining module comprises:

an order determining module, configured to de-
termine a forwarding order when uplink data
sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer;
a data volume determining module, configured
to determine, according to the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer for each CM, a volume of for-
warded data when the uplink data sent by each
CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
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a time slice value determining module, config-
ured to determine, according to the determined
volume of forwarded data, a value of a time slice
that is separately occupied when the uplink data
sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer; and
a time slice mapping module, configured to de-
termine, according to the determined forwarding
order and the value of the time slice, the time
slice that needs to be occupied when the uplink
data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

13. The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the
time slice mapping module is specifically configured
to:

determine a guard interval when the uplink data
sent by each CM is separately forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer; and
determine, according to the determined forward-
ing order, the value of the time slice, and the
guard interval, the time slice that is occupied
when the uplink data sent by the CM connected
to the CMTS PHY layer is forwarded to the
CMTS MAC layer.

14. The apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the
data volume determining module is specifically con-
figured to:

determine, according to a time-frequency re-
source occupied by the uplink data configured
by the CMTS MAC layer for each CM and a pro-
file identifier (profile ID) used by the uplink data,
the volume of forwarded data when the uplink
data sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS
MAC layer.

15. The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the
order determining module is specifically configured
to:

determine, according to a time-frequency re-
source that is occupied when the uplink data
sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer, the forwarding order when the uplink data
sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer.

16. The apparatus according to claim 12 or 13, wherein
the order determining module is specifically config-
ured to:

determine, according to an order in which the
uplink resource assignment information config-
ured for each CM is received, the forwarding or-
der when the uplink data sent by each CM is

forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

17. The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the
apparatus further comprises:

a channel classification module, configured to
classify, according to the time slice, links be-
tween the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC
layer into a management channel and a data
channel in advance; and
a Docsis management information transmitting
module, configured to transmit, by using the
management channel, Data Over Cable Service
Interface Specification Docsis management in-
formation comprising the uplink resource as-
signment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer separately for each CM.

18. The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the
apparatus further comprises:

a link management information transmitting
module, configured to transmit management in-
formation of the links between the CMTS PHY
layer and the CMTS MAC layer by using the
management channel.

19. The apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the
apparatus further comprises:

a data channel transmitting module, configured
to transmit, by using the data channel, service
data comprising the received uplink data sent
by the CM connected to the CMTS PHY layer.

20. The apparatus according to any one of claims 11 to
19, wherein the apparatus further comprises:

a ranging module, configured to perform a rang-
ing process when the CMTS PHY layer is initially
connected to the CMTS MAC layer, wherein a
ranging result is used to perform delay compen-
sation for the forwarded uplink data.

21. A data transmission system, wherein the system
comprises:

a cable modem termination system Media Ac-
cess Control layer apparatus, configured to con-
figure uplink resource assignment information
of each cable modem CM of multiple CMs, and
send the uplink resource assignment informa-
tion configured for each CM of the multiple CMs
to each cable modem termination system phys-
ical layer apparatus; and
the CMTS PHY layer apparatus, configured to
determine, according to the uplink resource as-
signment information configured by the CMTS
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MAC layer apparatus separately for each CM of
the multiple CMs, a time slice that needs to be
occupied when uplink data sent from a CM, con-
nected to the CMTS PHY layer apparatus, of the
multiple CMs is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer; and forward, to the CMTS MAC layer on
the determined time slice, the received uplink
data that is sent, by using the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the
CMTS MAC layer, by the CM connected to the
CMTS PHY layer.

22. The system according to claim 21, wherein when the
CMTS PHY layer apparatus is configured to deter-
mine, according to the uplink resource assignment
information configured by the CMTS MAC layer ap-
paratus separately for each CM of the multiple CMs,
the time slice that needs to be occupied when the
uplink data sent by the CM, connected to the CMTS
PHY layer apparatus, of the multiple CMs is forward-
ed to the CMTS MAC layer, the CMTS PHY layer
apparatus is specifically configured to:

determine a forwarding order when uplink data
sent by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC
layer;
determine, according to the uplink resource as-
signment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer for each CM, a volume of forwarded
data when the uplink data sent by each CM is
forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer;
determine, according to the determined volume
of forwarded data, a value of a time slice that is
separately occupied when the uplink data sent
by each CM is forwarded to the CMTS MAC lay-
er; and
determine, according to the determined forward-
ing order and the value of the time slice, the time
slice that needs to be occupied when the uplink
data sent by the CM connected to the CMTS
PHY layer is forwarded to the CMTS MAC layer.

23. The system according to claim 21, wherein the
CMTS MAC layer and the CMTS PHY layer classify
links between the CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS
MAC layer into a management channel and a data
channel in advance according to the time slice; and
the CMTS MAC layer and the CMTS PHY layer trans-
mit, by using the management channel, Data Over
Cable Service Interface Specification Docsis man-
agement information comprising the uplink resource
assignment information configured by the CMTS
MAC layer separately for each CM.

24. The system according to claim 23, wherein the
CMTS MAC layer and the CMTS PHY layer transmit
management information of the links between the
CMTS PHY layer and the CMTS MAC layer by using

the management channel.

25. The system according to claim 23, wherein the
CMTS MAC layer and the CMTS PHY layer transmit,
by using the data channel, service data comprising
the uplink data sent by the CM connected to the
CMTS PHY layer and received by the CMTS PHY
layer.
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