
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

20
1 

39
9

B
1

TEPZZ  Z_¥99B_T
(11) EP 2 201 399 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
01.11.2017 Bulletin 2017/44

(21) Application number: 08735562.4

(22) Date of filing: 28.03.2008

(51) Int Cl.:
G01S 19/34 (2010.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/EP2008/053726

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2009/049924 (23.04.2009 Gazette 2009/17)

(54) MOBILE TERMINALS AND METHODS FOR REGULATING POWER-ON/OFF OF A GPS 
POSITIONING CIRCUIT

MOBILE ENDGERÄTE UND VERFAHREN ZUM REGELN DES EIN- BZW. AUSSCHALTENS EINER 
GPS-POSITIONSBESTIMMUNGSSCHALTUNG

TERMINAUX MOBILES ET PROCÉDÉS DE RÉGULATION DE LA MISE SOUS TENSION/HORS 
TENSION D’UN CIRCUIT DE POSITIONNEMENT GPS

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MT NL NO PL PT 
RO SE SI SK TR

(30) Priority: 16.10.2007 US 873171

(43) Date of publication of application: 
30.06.2010 Bulletin 2010/26

(73) Proprietor: Sony Mobile Communications Inc.
Shinagawa-ku
Tokyo 140-0002 (JP)

(72) Inventor: LINDQUIST, Björn
237 36 Bjärred (SE)

(74) Representative: Valea AB
Box 7086
103 87 Stockholm (SE)

(56) References cited:  
US-A- 5 448 773 US-A- 5 883 594
US-A- 6 141 570 US-A1- 2005 237 347
US-A1- 2006 238 417  



EP 2 201 399 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to mobile termi-
nals and methods for determining mobile terminal loca-
tion and, more particularly, to apparatus and methods for
determining mobile terminal location based on Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS) signals.
[0002] Many mobile terminals, such as cellular mobile
terminals, personal digital assistants (PDAs), laptop
computers, and the like, are now equipped with GPS re-
ceivers. GPS is a space-based radio triangulation system
using a constellation of satellites in orbit around the earth.
A GPS receiver triangulates its position based on timing
of radio signals it receives from various ones of the sat-
ellites and the known location of those satellites.
[0003] Determining the position of a GPS receiver typ-
ically requires the acquisition of a set of navigational pa-
rameters from the navigational data signals of four or
more GPS satellites. This process can take several min-
utes, as the duration of the GPS positioning process is
generally dependent upon how much information a GPS
receiver has initially. Most GPS receivers are pro-
grammed with almanac data, which coarsely describes
the expected satellite positions for up to one year ahead.
However, if the GPS receiver does not have knowledge
of its own approximate location, then it may not require
significantly more time to acquire and lock onto GPS sig-
nals from the visible satellites. The process of monitoring
GPS signals can be significantly affected by environmen-
tal factors. For example, GPS signals that may be easily
acquired in the open typically become harder or impos-
sible to acquire when a receiver is within a building, a
vehicle, and/or under foliage.
[0004] In order to improve GPS receiver performance,
techniques have been developed to provide GPS receiv-
ers with assistance information, e.g., time and position
estimates, satellite ephemeris and clock information, and
visible satellite list (which generally varies with the loca-
tion of the mobile terminal), which can enable a GPS
receiver to expedite its acquisition of GPS signals and
associated position determination. Such assistance in-
formation may be transmitted, for example, from a ter-
restrial cellular communication system. Assistance infor-
mation may not always be available, however, and a user
may experience a significant increase in response time
of the GPS receiver when such assistance information
is not available, for example, when the user is travelling
in a region not serviced by the user’s cellular provider.
US 2005/0237347 A1 discloses that an FET is turned
ON with supply of a power Vcc to a sensor started, and
a signal indicating a result of detection is inputted from
the sensor to a GPI terminal of an MCU. After supply of
the power Vcc to the sensor is started, the MCU enters
the sleep state, and the state is maintained until a normal
detection result is outputted from the sensor. When the
sensor starts outputting a normal detection result, the

MCU returned from the sleep state upon an interruption
by a timer, and sampling is made for an output from the
sensor. When sampling is performed, supply of the power
Vcc to the sensor is stopped with the CMU set in the
sleep state. Embodiments may be applied to a portable
type of information processing apparatus such as a mo-
bile telephone and a PDA.
[0005] US 2006/0238417 A1 discloses a portable elec-
tronic device, e.g., a mobile communications terminal,
PDA or other handheld device, includes a GPS receiver
and is configured to conduct non-GPS activities. The
GPS receiver is transitioned out of a sleep state to at-
tempt to acquire at least one GPS satellite signal respon-
sive to a selected non-GPS activity of the device. For
example, the GPS receiver may be transitioned out of
the sleep state to attempt to acquire at least one GPS
satellite signal responsive to a first non-GPS activity, and
may be left in the sleep state notwithstanding occurrence
of a second non-GPS activity. The first non-GPS activity
may, for example, be associated with positioning of the
device in a more conducive to reception of GPS satellite
signals than the second non-GPS activity.; For example,
the first non-GPS activity may comprise an internet
browsing activity, a video presentation activity, a gaming
activity and/or a non-hands-free telephony activity.
[0006] US 5,883,594 discloses a message system,
global positioning system (GPS) receiver apparatus, and
method for providing a fast time to first location fix and a
low average power consumption in a GPS receiver. The
message system includes a GPS base station for receiv-
ing a GPS signal and providing GPS acquisition and lo-
cation information including GPS satellite visibility,
health, and ephemeris; and a message system manager
for transmitting a radio message signal including a wake-
up call and the GPS information. A message transceiver
or receiver receives the radio message signal and passes
the wakeup call and GPS information to a GPS receiver
having a low power standby mode. The GPS receiver
awakens from the standby mode and enters an opera-
tional mode for using the GPS information for acquiring
the GPS signal and deriving the first location fix. In a first
embodiment, the GPS receiver initiates the first fix by
requesting the message transceiver to transmit a radio
request signal. In a second embodiment, message sys-
tem initiates the first fix by transmitting the radio message
signal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] Some embodiments of the present invention
are directed to a method for determining location of a
mobile terminal which includes repetitively switching
power-on and power-off to a GPS receiver circuit which
determines location of the mobile terminal using GPS
signals. The power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS
receiver circuit is regulated in response to distance that
the mobile terminal has moved from a previously deter-
mined location.
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[0008] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit includes: detecting when the mobile terminal is
GPS isolated in response to insufficient GPS signal
strength for the GPS receiver circuit to determine location
of the mobile terminal during at least a threshold length
of time; powering-off the GPS receiver circuit in response
to detecting that the mobile terminal is GPS isolated; de-
termining a present acceleration-based location of the
mobile terminal using acceleration information from an
accelerometer circuit in the mobile terminal during the
power-off cycle of the GPS receiver circuit; extending
duration of the power-off cycle of the GPS receiver circuit
until a distance between the present acceleration-based
location and a previous GPS-determined location of the
mobile terminal exceeds a threshold distance; and upon
powering-on the GPS receiver circuit, attempting to de-
termine a present GPS-determined location of the mobile
terminal.
[0009] Significant reduction in power consumption by
the mobile terminal may be achieved by selectively pow-
ering-off the GPS receiver circuit, and by determining
when to power-on the GPS receiver circuit using the ac-
celeration information from the acceleration circuit to de-
termine how far the mobile terminal has moved.
[0010] In some further embodiments, the method fur-
ther includes calibrating the accelerometer circuit in re-
sponse to a distance between a present acceleration-
based location and a previous GPS-determined location
of the mobile terminal exceeding a threshold calibration
distance.
[0011] In some further embodiments, the method fur-
ther includes detecting when the mobile terminal is GPS
isolated where there is insufficient GPS signal strength
for the GPS receiver circuit to determine location of the
mobile terminal; logging the location of the GPS isolation;
and subsequently responding to the mobile terminal be-
ing located at a previously logged GPS isolation location
by powering-off the GPS receiver circuit. The mobile ter-
minal can receive over a wireless air interface from an-
other communication device at least one location where
the mobile terminal will be GPS isolated, and can add
the received at least one GPS isolation location to the log.
[0012] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit includes: determining a GPS-based location of the
mobile terminal using the GPS receiver circuit during the
power-on cycle; determining a present acceleration-
based location of the mobile terminal using acceleration
information from an accelerometer circuit in the mobile
terminal during the power-off cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit; and extending duration of the power-off cycle of
the GPS receiver circuit until the distance between the
present acceleration-based location and the GPS-based
location of the mobile terminal exceeds a threshold dis-
tance.
[0013] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver

circuit includes: determining a GPS-based location of the
mobile terminal using the GPS receiver circuit during the
power-on cycle; determining velocity of the mobile termi-
nal using acceleration information from an accelerometer
circuit in the mobile terminal during the power-off cycle
of the GPS receiver circuit; and regulating the power-on
to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in re-
sponse to the determined velocity of the mobile terminal.
[0014] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit in response to the determined velocity of the mo-
bile terminal includes: increasing the power-on to power-
off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response to
the determined mobile terminal velocity exceeding a
threshold velocity; and decreasing the power-on to pow-
er-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response
to the determined mobile terminal velocity being less than
a threshold velocity.
[0015] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit includes: determining availability of position as-
sistance information from a cellular system for use by the
GPS receiver circuit to determine mobile terminal posi-
tion; increasing the power-on to power-off duty cycle of
the GPS receiver circuit in response to availability of po-
sition assistance information from a cellular system; and
decreasing the power-on to power-off duty cycle of the
GPS receiver circuit in response to unavailability of po-
sition assistance information from a cellular system.
[0016] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit includes decreasing the power-on to power-off du-
ty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response to dis-
covering signals from a wireless local area network
(WLAN) device associated with a previously determined
and/or defined location where the mobile terminal re-
mained substantially stationary for at least a threshold
time.
[0017] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit includes increasing the power-on to power-off duty
cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response to detecting
absence of signals from the WLAN device associated
with the previously determined and/or defined location
where the mobile terminal remained substantially station-
ary for at least the threshold time.
[0018] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit includes decreasing the power-on to power-off du-
ty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response to dis-
covering signals from a Bluetooth device associated with
a previously determined and/or defined location where
the mobile terminal remained substantially stationary for
at least a threshold time.
[0019] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit includes increasing the power-on to power-off duty
cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response to detecting
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absence of signals from the Bluetooth device associated
with the previously determined and/or defined location
where the mobile terminal remained substantially station-
ary for at least the threshold time.
[0020] In some further embodiments, regulation of the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit includes extending duration of the power-off cycle
of the GPS receiver circuit until the mobile terminal re-
ceives and identifies a new cellular base station ID from
a transmitting cellular base station.
[0021] Some other embodiments of the present inven-
tion are directed to a mobile terminal that includes a GPS
receiver circuit and a controller circuit. The GPS receiver
circuit is configured to determine location of the mobile
terminal using GPS signals. The controller circuit is con-
figured to repetitively switch power-on and power-off to
the GPS receiver circuit, and to regulate the power-on to
power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in re-
sponse to distance that the mobile terminal has moved
from a previously determined location.
[0022] In some further embodiments, the mobile ter-
minal further includes: an accelerometer circuit that gen-
erates acceleration information which is indicative of ac-
celeration of the mobile terminal; and an acceleration-
based position determination circuit configured to deter-
mine a present acceleration-based location of the mobile
terminal using the acceleration information from the ac-
celerometer circuit during the power-off cycle of the GPS
receiver circuit. The GPS receiver circuit is configured to
detect when the mobile terminal is GPS isolated in re-
sponse to insufficient GPS signal strength to determine
location of the mobile terminal during at least a threshold
length of time. The controller circuit is configured to pow-
er-off the GPS receiver circuit in response to detecting
that the mobile terminal is GPS isolated, to extend dura-
tion of the power-off cycle of the GPS receiver circuit until
a distance between the present acceleration-based lo-
cation and a previous GPS-determine location of the mo-
bile terminal exceeds a threshold distance, and to at-
tempt to determine a present GPS-determined location
of the mobile terminal upon powering-on the GPS receiv-
er circuit.
[0023] In some further embodiments, the mobile ter-
minal further includes: an accelerometer circuit that gen-
erates acceleration information which is indicative of ac-
celeration of the mobile terminal; and an acceleration-
based position determination circuit configured to deter-
mine a present accelerometer-based location of the mo-
bile terminal using the acceleration information from the
accelerometer circuit during the power-off cycle of the
GPS receiver circuit. The GPS receiver circuit deter-
mines a GPS-based location of the mobile terminal dur-
ing the power-on cycle. The controller circuit extends the
duration of the power-off cycle of the GPS receiver circuit
until the distance between the present accelerometer-
based location and the GPS-based location of the mobile
terminal exceeds a threshold distance.
[0024] In some further embodiments, the mobile ter-

minal further includes a calibration circuit configured to
calibrate the accelerometer circuit in response to a dis-
tance between a present acceleration-based location
and a previous GPS-determined location of the mobile
terminal exceeding a threshold calibration distance.
[0025] In some further embodiments, the mobile ter-
minal further includes: an accelerometer circuit that gen-
erates acceleration information which is indicative of ac-
celeration of the mobile terminal; and a velocity determi-
nation circuit configured to determine velocity of the mo-
bile terminal using the acceleration information from the
accelerometer circuit during the power-off cycle of the
GPS receiver circuit. The controller circuit is configured
to increase the power-on to power-off duty cycle of the
GPS receiver circuit in response to the determined ve-
locity of the mobile terminal exceeding a threshold ve-
locity, and to decrease the power-on to power-off duty
cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response to the de-
termined velocity of the mobile terminal being less than
a threshold velocity.
[0026] In some further embodiments, the mobile ter-
minal further includes a cellular transceiver circuit con-
figured to communicate with a cellular system and to re-
ceive position assistance information from a cellular sys-
tem over a wireless air interface. The GPS receiver circuit
is configured to use the receive position assistance in-
formation to lock onto the GPS signals and determine
location of the mobile terminal. The controller circuit is
configured to determine availability of the position assist-
ance information from the cellular system, to increase
the power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit in response to availability of the cellular system
position assistance information, and to decrease the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit in response to unavailability of the cellular system
position assistance information.
[0027] In some further embodiments, the controller cir-
cuit is configured to decrease the power-on to power-off
duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response to dis-
covering signals from a WLAN device associated with a
previously determined and/or defined location where the
mobile terminal remained substantially stationary for at
least a threshold time, and to increase the power-on to
power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in re-
sponse to detecting absence of signals from the WLAN
device associated with the previously determined and/or
defined location where the mobile terminal remained sub-
stantially stationary for at least the threshold time.
[0028] In some further embodiments, the controller cir-
cuit is configured to decrease the power-on to power-off
duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in response to dis-
covering signals from a Bluetooth device associated with
a previously determined and/or defined location where
the mobile terminal remained substantially stationary for
at least a threshold time, and to increase the power-on
to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in re-
sponse to detecting absence of signals from the Blue-
tooth device associated with a previously determined
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and/or defined location where the mobile terminal re-
mained substantially stationary for at least the threshold
time.
[0029] Some other embodiments of the present inven-
tion are directed to a mobile terminal that includes a GPS
receiver circuit and a controller circuit. The GPS receiver
circuit is configured to determine location of the mobile
terminal using GPS signals. The controller circuit is con-
figured to regulate power supplied to the GPS receiver
circuit in response to distance that the mobile terminal
has moved from a location previously determined using
GPS signals.
[0030] In some further embodiments, the controller cir-
cuit is configured to power-on the GPS receiver circuit in
response to discovering absence of RF signals from a
Bluetooth device and/or a WLAN device with which the
mobile terminal was previously communicating.
[0031] In some further embodiments, the controller cir-
cuit is configured to power-on the GPS receiver circuit in
response to receiving and identifying a new cellular base
station ID from a cellular base station.
[0032] Other electronic devices and/or methods ac-
cording to embodiments of the invention will be or be-
come apparent to one with skill in the art upon review of
the following drawings and detailed description. It is in-
tended that all such additional electronic devices and
methods be included within this description, be within the
scope of the present invention, and be protected by the
accompanying claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0033] The accompanying drawings, which are includ-
ed to provide a further understanding of the invention and
are incorporated in and constitute a part of this applica-
tion, illustrate certain embodiments of the invention. In
the drawings:

Figure 1 is a schematic block diagram of a terrestrial
and satellite communication system that includes an
exemplary mobile terminal which regulates power to
a GPS receiver circuit in accordance with some em-
bodiments of the present invention;
Figure 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating fur-
ther aspects of the exemplary mobile terminal shown
in Figure 1 in accordance with some embodiments
of the present invention;
Figure 3 is an event diagram showing trigger events
and associated methods that trigger powering-
on/powering-off the GPS receiver circuit of figure 2,
and/or trigger increase/decrease of the power-on to
power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit in
accordance with some embodiments of the inven-
tion; and
Figure 4 is a timing diagram illustrating regulation of
the power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS re-
ceiver circuit of Figure 2 in accordance with some
embodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0034] The present invention will be described more
fully hereinafter with reference to the accompanying fig-
ures, in which embodiments of the invention are shown.
This invention may, however, be embodied in many al-
ternate forms and should not be construed as limited to
the embodiments set forth herein.
[0035] Like numbers refer to like elements throughout
the description of the figures.
[0036] The terminology used herein is for the purpose
of describing particular embodiments only and is not in-
tended to be limiting of the invention. As used herein, the
singular forms "a", "an" and "the" are intended to include
the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indi-
cates otherwise. It will be further understood that the
terms "comprises", "comprising," "includes" and/or "in-
cluding" when used in this specification, specify the pres-
ence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the pres-
ence or addition of one or more other features, integers,
steps, operations, elements, components, and/or groups
thereof. Moreover, when an element is referred to as be-
ing "responsive" or "connected" to another element, it
can be directly responsive or connected to the other el-
ement, or intervening elements may be present. In con-
trast, when an element is referred to as being "directly
responsive" or "directly connected" to another element,
there are no intervening elements present. As used here-
in the term "and/or" includes any and all combinations of
one or more of the associated listed items and may be
abbreviated as "/".
[0037] It will be understood that, although the terms
first, second, etc. may be used herein to describe various
elements, these elements should not be limited by these
terms. These terms are only used to distinguish one el-
ement from another. For example, a first element could
be termed a second element, and, similarly, a second
element could be termed a first element without departing
from the teachings of the disclosure. Although some of
the diagrams include arrows on communication paths to
show a primary direction of communication, it is to be
understood that communication may occur in the oppo-
site direction to the depicted arrows.
[0038] Some embodiments are described with regard
to block diagrams and operational flowcharts in which
each block represents a circuit element, module, or por-
tion of code which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical func-
tion(s). It should also be noted that in other implementa-
tions, the function(s) noted in the blocks may occur out
of the order noted. For example, two blocks shown in
succession may, in fact, be executed substantially con-
currently or the blocks may sometimes be executed in
the reverse order, depending on the functionality in-
volved.
[0039] For purposes of illustration and explanation on-
ly, various embodiments of the present invention are de-
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scribed herein in the context of mobile terminals that are
configured to carry out cellular communications (e.g., cel-
lular voice and/or data communications). It will be under-
stood, however, that the present invention is not limited
to such embodiments and may be embodied generally
in any mobile terminal that includes a GPS receiver circuit
that determines location of the mobile terminal using GPS
signals, and which is configured to switch power-on and
power-off to the GPS receiver circuit in response to var-
ious defined triggering events.
[0040] While various embodiments of the invention are
described herein with reference to GPS satellites, it will
be appreciated that they are applicable to positioning sys-
tems which utilize pseudolites or a combination of satel-
lites and pseudolites. Pseudolites are ground based
transmitters that broadcast a signal similar to a traditional
satellite-sourced GPS signal modulated on an L-band
carrier signal, generally synchronized with GPS time. The
term "satellite", as used herein, is intended to include
pseudolites or equivalents of pseudolites, and the term
GPS signals, as used herein, is intended to include GPS-
like signals from pseudolites or equivalents of pseudo-
lites. Also, while the following discussion references the
United States GPS system, various embodiments herein
can be applicable to similar satellite positioning systems,
such as the GLONASS system or GALILEO system. The
term "GPS", as used herein, includes such alternative
satellite positioning systems, including the GLONASS
system and the GALILEO system. Thus, the term "GPS
signals" can include signals from such alternative satel-
lite positioning systems.
[0041] Figure 1 is a schematic block diagram of a ter-
restrial and satellite communication system that includes
an exemplary mobile terminal 100 with a GPS receiver
circuit. Figure 2 is a schematic block diagram illustrating
further aspects of the mobile terminal 100 shown in Fig-
ure 1.
[0042] Referring to Figures 1 and 2, the mobile terminal
100 includes a GPS receiver circuit 200 that determines
geographic location of the mobile terminal 100 using GPS
radio signals that are received from a constellation of
GPS satellites 110. The GPS receiver circuit 200 re-
ceives GPS radio signals from visible satellites and
measures the time that the radio signals take to travel
from the respective GPS satellites to the mobile terminal
100. By multiplying the travel time by the propagation
speed, the GPS receiver circuit 200 calculates a range
for each satellite in view. Ephemeris information provided
in the GPS radio signal describes the satellite’s orbit and
velocity, thereby enabling the GPS receiver circuit 200
to calculate the position of the mobile terminal 100
through a process of triangulation.
[0043] Startup of the GPS receiver circuit 200 typically
requires the acquisition of a set of navigational parame-
ters from the navigational data signals of four or more
GPS satellites. This process of initializing the GPS re-
ceiver circuit 200 can take up to several minutes, de-
pending upon how much information the GPS receiver

circuit 200 has initially, such as knowledge of its own
approximate location and/or time.
[0044] The mobile terminal 100 can include a cellular
transceiver 230 that can communicate with a plurality of
cellular base stations 120a-c, each of which provides cel-
lular communications within their respective cells 130a-
c. The cellular transceiver 230 can be configured to en-
code/decode and control communications according to
one or more cellular protocols, which may include, but
are not limited to, Global Standard for Mobile (GSM) com-
munication, General Packet Radio Service (GPRS), en-
hanced data rates for GSM evolution (EDGE), code di-
vision multiple access (CDMA), wideband-CDMA,
CDMA2000, and/or Universal Mobile Telecommunica-
tions System (UMTS).
[0045] The cellular transceiver 230 can receive posi-
tion assistance information from the cellular system via
one or more of the base stations 120a-c. The cellular
system can include a location assistance unit 140 that
generates position assistance information which is com-
municated through a mobile telephone switching office
(MTSO) 150 and one or more of the base stations 120a-
c. The MTSO 150 can be connected to a network 152,
such as the Internet, another packet-switched network,
and/or a public switched telephone network (PSTN). The
location assistance unit 140 may, for example, determine
location of the mobile terminal 100 based on triangulation
of signals transmitted by the mobile terminal 100 and
received by a plurality of the base stations 120a-c having
known locations. Alternatively or additionally, the location
assistance unit 140 may cause position assistance infor-
mation, such as timing signals and associated base sta-
tion location information, to be transmitted through a plu-
rality of the base stations 120a-c to the mobile terminal
100, so that the mobile terminal 100 can triangulate its
location therefrom. Alternatively or additionally, the loca-
tion assistance unit 140 may deliver GPS coverage data
based on mobile terminal 100 expected or calculated po-
sition.
[0046] The mobile terminal 100 may alternatively or
additionally receive position assistance information via a
WLAN/Bluetooth transceiver 240 from a WLAN device
(e.g., WLAN router) and/or from a Bluetooth capable
communication device which may, in turn, receive the
position assistance information from the location assist-
ance unit 140.
[0047] The GPS receiver circuit 200 can use the posi-
tion assistance information to more rapidly and/or more
reliably lock onto the GPS signals and determine its lo-
cation. For example, when the GPS receiver circuit 200
is powered-on without apriori knowledge of its approxi-
mate location, it may take a minute or several minutes
to acquire the GPS signals. In contrast, when the GPS
receiver circuit 200 is powered-on and is provided with
position assistance information from the cellular system,
it may be able to acquire the GPS signals within a few
seconds.
[0048] The mobile terminal 100 can further include a
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controller circuit 210 communicatively connected to a
wireless local area network/Bluetooth transceiver 240, a
keypad 250, a microphone 252, a speaker 254, a memory
256, and a display 258. The controller 210 may include
a general purpose processor and/or digital signal proc-
essor which can execute instructions from the memory
256 that carry out various functions described herein.
Although the controller 210 is illustrated as being sepa-
rate from the GPS receiver circuit 200, it is to be under-
stood that at least some of its functionality may be em-
bodied within the GPS receiver circuit 200 and/or vice
versa.
[0049] In accordance with some embodiments, the
controller 210 manages power consumption by the GPS
receiver circuit 200 by controlling the power-on and pow-
er-off state of the GPS receiver circuit 200. For example,
the controller 210 can repetitively switch power-on and
power-off to the GPS receiver circuit 200, and regulate
the power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit 200 responsive to a distance that the mobile ter-
minal 100 has moved from a previously determined lo-
cation. The controller 210 may control a switch that tog-
gles between connecting and disconnecting power to the
entire GPS receiver circuit 200 and/or may generate a
signal that causes at least a portion of the GPS receiver
circuit 200 to toggle between being powered-on and be-
ing powered-off.
[0050] For example, while the mobile terminal 100 is
remaining relatively stationary (e.g., while left in an un-
attended car or left on a nightstand overnight), the con-
troller 210 can automatically power-off the GPS receiver
circuit 200. In response to the mobile terminal 100 sens-
ing that it has moving a sufficient distance away from a
previous GPS-determined location, the controller 210
can automatically power-on the GPS receiver circuit 200
to attempt to determine location of the mobile terminal
100 using GPS signals.
[0051] By way of further example, while the mobile ter-
minal 100 is within a building which is isolated from GPS
signals and, consequently, is located where it cannot use
the GPS receiver circuit 200 to determine its location, the
controller 210 can respond by automatically powering-
off the GPS receiver circuit 200. In response to the mobile
terminal 100 moving a sufficient distance away from a
previous GPS-determined location (e.g., moving a suffi-
cient distance so as to be outside the building), the con-
troller 210 can automatically power-on the GPS receiver
circuit 200 to attempt to use GPS signals to determine
its location.
[0052] Figure 4 is a timing diagram illustrating regula-
tion of the power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS
receiver circuit 200 in accordance with some embodi-
ments of the present invention. Referring to Figure 4, the
GPS receiver circuit 200 is powered-on for a first duration
402, powered-off for second duration 404, and then pow-
ered-on for a third duration 406. The lengths of the first,
second, and third durations 402, 404, and 406 (i.e., the
power-on to power-off duty cycle) are regulated in re-

sponse to various trigger events, which are described
further below. For example, the GPS receiver circuit 200
is maintained powered-off during a fourth duration 408
for an extended time (T_of_extended), thereby decreas-
ing the power-on to power-off duty cycle.
[0053] As will be described below with regard to Figure
3, the GPS receiver circuit 200 may be powered-off, and
may be maintained powered-off for an increased duration
(e.g., decreased power-on to power-off duty cycle) in re-
sponse to trigger events such as, for example, the mobile
terminal 100 remaining substantially stationary, having
less than a threshold velocity, detecting availability of cel-
lular assisted positioning, discovering presence of a
WLAN and/or Bluetooth device associated with a previ-
ously observed/defined location where the mobile termi-
nal remained stationary, and/or detecting that the mobile
terminal 100 is located in a GPS isolated region (e.g.,
within a building).
[0054] In response to other trigger events described
below, the GPS receiver circuit 200 is powered-on for a
fifth duration 410, is then powered-off for a sixth duration
412. As shown, the GPS receiver circuit 200 is main-
tained powered-on during a seventh duration 414 for an
extended time (T_on_extended), thereby increasing the
power-on to power-off duty cycle. As will be further de-
scribed below with regard to Figure 3, the GPS receiver
circuit 200 may be powered-on, and may be maintained
powered-on for an increased duration (e.g., increased
power-on to power-off duty cycle) in response to trigger
events such as, for example, the mobile terminal 100
traveling at least a threshold distance from a last GPS-
based determined position, having at least a threshold
velocity, detecting unavailability of cellular assisted po-
sitioning, discovering absence of signals from a WLAN
and/or Bluetooth device associated with a previously ob-
served/defined location where the mobile terminal re-
mained stationary, and/or detecting a new cellular base
station ID.
[0055] Figure 3 is an event diagram that shows trigger
events and associated methods that can cause the con-
troller 210 to regulate power to GPS receiver circuit 200.
The controller 210 may respond to one or more of the
trigger events by carrying-out a single defined action of
powering-on or powering-off the GPS receiver circuit
200. Alternatively, the controller 210 may repetitively
power-on and power-off the GPS receiver circuit 200 and
regulate (increase/decrease) the power-on to power-off
duty cycle (i.e., ratio of the power-on duration to the pow-
er-off duration) of the GPS receiver circuit 200 in re-
sponse to one or more of the trigger events.
[0056] The distance between the mobile terminal 100
and a location, which was previously determined based
on GPS signals, is detected based on sensed accelera-
tion of the mobile terminal 100. Referring to trigger event
302, when, after a threshold time has elapsed since the
previous GPS position determination, the mobile terminal
100 is determined to still be less than a threshold distance
away from a previously determined GPS position, the
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controller 210 can respond by powering-off the GPS re-
ceiver circuit 200. When the GPS receiver circuit 200 is
being repetitively cycled on and off, the controller 210
may decreasing the power-on to power-off duty cycle by
extending the power-off time of the GPS receiver circuit
200 and/or decreasing the power-on time.
[0057] In contrast, referring to trigger event 304, when
the mobile terminal 100 is determined to be at least the
threshold distance away from the previously determined
GPS position, the controller circuit 210 can respond by
turning-on the GPS receiver circuit 200. When the GPS
receiver circuit 200 is being repetitively cycled on and
off, the controller 210 can increase the power-on to pow-
er-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit 200 by de-
creasing the power-off time of the GPS receiver circuit
200 and/or increasing the power-on time.
[0058] The threshold distance need not be static, as
may be regulated by the controller 210 to vary in response
to, for example, time, velocity of the mobile terminal 100,
number and/or type of other communication networks
that are detected by the mobile terminal (e.g., pres-
ence/absence of defined cellular system/WLAN/Blue-
tooth network).
[0059] The mobile terminal 100 can sense acceleration
using an acceleration measurement circuit 220 that gen-
erates acceleration information responsive to accelera-
tion. While the GPS receiver 200 is powered-off, the con-
troller 210 uses the acceleration information to determine
the distance between the mobile terminal 100 and a pre-
vious location that was determined by the GPS receiver
circuit 200 from GPS signals. For example, the controller
210 can double integrate the acceleration signal over
time to determine the mobile terminal’s location while the
GPS receiver circuit 200 is powered-off. The acceleration
measurement circuit 220 may include at least a two-axis
accelerometer to sense acceleration in at least two di-
rections that can be parallel to at least a two dimensional
direction of travel of the mobile terminal 100. Because
the mobile terminal 100 may be held at various angles
relative to ground, it may include a three-axis accelerom-
eter, or a two-axis accelerometer and a tilt sensor, which
enable the controller 210 to determine the distance
traveled along the ground irrespective of what angle the
mobile terminal 100 is held relative to the ground.
[0060] Significant reduction in power consumption by
the mobile terminal 100 may be achieved by selectively
powering-off the GPS receiver circuit 200, and by deter-
mining when to power-on the GPS receiver circuit 200
using the acceleration information from the acceleration
measurement circuit 220 to determine how far the mobile
terminal 100 has moved. For example, the GPS receiver
circuit 200 may consume at least 30mW of power, while,
in sharp contrast, the accelerometer circuit 220 may con-
sume less than 3mW of power. Consequently, using the
accelerometer circuit 220 to more continuously deter-
mine location and repetitively powering-on/off the GPS
receiver circuit 200 to update the mobile terminal’s loca-
tion can significantly extend the operational life of the

mobile terminal 100 while powered by a battery.
[0061] Referring to trigger events 306 and 308, the
controller 210 can regulate power to the GPS receiver
circuit 200 in response to velocity of the mobile terminal
100. The controller 210 can determine velocity from the
acceleration information (i.e., velocity can be determined
from a single integration of acceleration information over
time). When the velocity is less than a threshold velocity,
the controller 210 can power-off the GPS receiver circuit
200 and/or, when repetitively cycling the GPS receiver
circuit 200 on and off, can decrease the power-on to pow-
er-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit 200. When
the velocity is greater than a threshold velocity, the con-
troller 210 can power-on the GPS receiver circuit 200
and/or, when repetitively cycling the GPS receiver circuit
200 on and off, increase the power-on to power-off duty
cycle. Accordingly, the GPS receiver circuit 200 can be
maintained powered-off when the mobile terminal 100 is
substantially stationary, and can be repetitively cycled
on and off when the mobile terminal 100 is moving. The
GPS receiver circuit 200 can be maintained powered-off
for longer periods of time when the mobile terminal 100
is being carried by a person who is walking slowly, and
it can maintained powered-on for longer periods of time
when the mobile terminal 100 is within a faster moving
car.
[0062] The threshold velocity need not be static, as it
may be regulated by the controller 210 to vary in response
to, for example, time and/or the number and/or type of
other communication networks that are detected by the
mobile terminal (e.g., presence/absence of defined cel-
lular system/WLAN/Bluetooth network).
[0063] Referring to trigger events 310 in 312, the con-
troller 210 can regulate power to the GPS receiver circuit
200 in response to whether or not position assistance
information is available from a cellular communication
system. The controller 210 can detect the availability of
position assistance information from a cellular system,
and if such information is available (event 310) the con-
troller 210 can decrease the power-on to power-off duty
cycle of the GPS receiver circuit 200 (e.g., decrease the
power-on duration and/or increase the power-off dura-
tion). In contrast, if position assistance information is not
available (event 312), the controller 210 can increase the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit 200 (e.g., increase the power-on duration and/or
decrease the power-off duration). Thus, when position
assistance information is available so that the GPS re-
ceiver circuit 200 can rapidly determine its location, the
GPS receiver circuit 200 can be briefly powered-on for a
sufficient time to determine its location using a combina-
tion of the position assistance information and GPS sig-
nals, and can then be powered-off and remain powered-
off for a longer period of time before being powered-on
again to quickly determine its location.
[0064] Referring to trigger event 314, the controller 210
can respond to detection of a new cellular base station
identifier (ID) by powering-on the GPS receiver circuit

13 14 



EP 2 201 399 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

200 and/or, when repetitively turning on and off the GPS
receiver circuit, the controller 210 can increase the pow-
er-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit
200. The controller 210 can use the detection of a new
cellular base station ID as an indication that the mobile
terminal 100 has moved at least a threshold distance
away from, for example, a last GPS determined location
and/or a location of GPS isolation (e.g., moved outside
of a building/roadway tunnel). For example, referring to
Figure 1, the mobile terminal 100 can receive a first base
station ID from the base station 120a while it operates
within cell 130a. When the mobile terminal 100 moves
to cell 130b serviced by base station 120b, it receives a
new base station ID from base station 120b. The control-
ler 210 can respond to receipt of the new base station ID
by powering-on the GPS receiver circuit 200 to determine
its present location using GPS signals.
[0065] With reference to Figure 2, the mobile terminal
100 can include the WLAN and/or Bluetooth transceiver
240 that encodes/decodes and controls communications
according to one or more short range communication pro-
tocols, which may include, but are not limited to, Blue-
tooth and/or WiFi such as IEEE 802.11 (e.g., IEEE
802.11b-g). The WLAN/Bluetooth transceiver 240 can
discover the presence of RF signals from a WLAN router
(e.g., WLAN router 242) and/or a Bluetooth capable com-
munication device (e.g., desktop computer/home appli-
ance 244), and can detect the subsequent absence of
those RF signals indicating that the mobile terminal 100
has moved beyond their communication range. The
transceiver 240 may alternatively or additionally be con-
figured to communicate via near field communication
(NFC) signals and/or via other short range communica-
tion signals (e.g., ultra-wideband communication signals,
Zigbee, wireless HDMI).
[0066] Referring to trigger events 316 and 320, the
controller 210 can power-off the GPS receiver circuit 200
in response to the transceiver 240 discovering a wireless
local area network (WLAN) and/or a Bluetooth device
that has been previously identified by the controller 210
and/or has been defined therein as being associated with
a location where the mobile terminal 100 will be stationary
for a relatively long period of time. The controller 210 may
be configured to learn the association between discovery
of RF signals from an identified WLAN router and/or from
an identified Bluetooth device and the subsequent sta-
tionary resting of the mobile terminal 100 for at least a
threshold time. The identity of various WLAN routers
and/or Bluetooth devices that are associated with sta-
tionary locations of the mobile terminal 100 can be de-
fined by a user via the keypad 250 and/or via another
user interface of the mobile terminal 100 controller 210.
In response to that identification and associated expec-
tation that the mobile terminal 100 will remain substan-
tially stationary for at least a threshold time, the controller
210 can conserve power by powering down the GPS re-
ceiver circuit 200 for at least a defined duration.
[0067] The controller 210 may calibrate the accelera-

tion measurement circuit 220 in response to determining
from the acceleration information that the mobile terminal
100 has moved at least a threshold calibration distance
away from a previous location that was determined using
GPS signals. For example, after moving at least a thresh-
old calibration distance away from the previous GPS-
determine location, the controller 210 can obtain to meas-
urements for how far is it is traveled using the previous
GPS-determined location and a new GPS-determined
location, and using the previous GPS-determined loca-
tion and the acceleration information while it was moving.
The controller 210 can use the difference between the
two distance measurements to calibrate how it deter-
mines location using the acceleration information.
[0068] For example, the controller 210 may calibrate
the acceleration measurement circuit 220 by filtering
(e.g., scaling, smoothing, and/or combining a known val-
ue / functional relationship with) the acceleration infor-
mation and/or by adjusting clock timing used to double
integrate the acceleration information over time. The con-
troller 210 may using a clock to count time intervals (dt)
and measure the average acceleration (vector A(i)) over
the time intervals. The change in velocity (vector dV) in
interval dt is A(i) times dt, which is dV. The change in
position (vector dP) is then dV times dt or A(i) times dt
and dt. Over time, the change in position P from position
P1 to position P2 equals the sum of all dP(i) over the time
used to move between P1 and P2. If P2 does not match
the observed positions P’2, determined using the GPS
signals, then the controller 210 can multiply a correction
factor to the acceleration information so that the values
for position P2 and P’2 are equal, thereby calibrating the
acceleration measurement circuit 220.
[0069] The controller 210 can maintain the GPS re-
ceiver circuit 200 powered-off until it detects a subse-
quent event which indicates that the mobile terminal 100
has moved at least a threshold distance away from the
previously determined stationary location. For example,
with regard to trigger events 318 and 322, the GPS re-
ceiver circuit 200 can be maintained powered-off until
the WLAN/Bluetooth transceiver 240 detects the ab-
sence of RF signals transmitted by the previously iden-
tified WLANs router (e.g. the WLAN router 242) and/or
by the previously identified Bluetooth device (e.g., the
desktop computer/home appliance 244), and in response
to which it can be powered-on to determine its
GPS/based location. Alternatively or additionally, the
controller 210 can maintain the GPS receiver circuit 200
powered-off until it determines from acceleration infor-
mation that the mobile terminal 100 has moved at least
a threshold distance away from the previous stationary
location, and in response to which the GPS receiver cir-
cuit 200 can be powered-on to determine its GPS/based
location.
[0070] By way of example, when the mobile terminal
100 arrives at a home location, the WLAN/Bluetooth
transceiver 240 can discover the presence of a known
WLAN router and/or a Bluetooth device within the home

15 16 



EP 2 201 399 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

that is identified by the controller circuit 210 as been lo-
cated at the home location. Exemplary WLAN/Bluetooth
devices that may be recognized as being at a home lo-
cation can include, but are not limited to, a WLAN/Blue-
tooth configured desktop computer, refrigerator, thermo-
stat, television system, and/or another home appliance.
[0071] Referring to trigger event 324, the controller 210
can identify when the mobile terminal 100 is presently at
a location that was previously determined, and/or which
has been defined, as a location where the mobile terminal
100 has or will remain stationary for at least a threshold
time. For example, the controller 210 can learn when the
mobile terminal 100 arrives at work and/or at home, it will
remain substantially stationary at that location for a suf-
ficiently long period of time that the controller 210 can
achieve substantial power savings by powering-off the
GPS receiver circuit 200. The controller 210 can then
maintain the GPS receiver circuit 200 powered-off until
it senses that it has moved at least a threshold distance
from that location (e.g., via the acceleration information,
sensing a new cellular base station ID, and/or detecting
absence of RF signals from a previously identified WLAN
and/or Bluetooth device). The controller 210 may de-
crease the power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS
receiver circuit 200 to maintain the GPS receiver circuit
200 powered-off for longer periods of time between when
it is powered-on to briefly attempt to detect its location
using GPS signals.
[0072] Referring to trigger event 326, the controller 210
can identify when the mobile terminal 100 is located
where it is isolated from GPS signals, such as can be
determined from an insufficient GPS signal strength for
the GPS receiver circuit 200 to determine its location dur-
ing at least a threshold length of time. The threshold
length of time may be defined so as to reduce/eliminate
false GPS isolation determinations which may otherwise
occur due to brief interruption of the GPS signals, such
as from a user’s temporary body positioning, other tem-
porary signal path obstructions, and/or signal interfer-
ence/multipath signal fading effects on the GPS signals.
[0073] The controller 210 may be further configured to
operate as a proximity sensor that detects which an an-
tenna of the GPS receiver circuit 200 is potentially shield-
ed (GPS isolated) due to being close to a user’s body
(e.g., within a clothing pocket). The controller 210 may
determine such proximity by a proximity sensor. The con-
troller 210 may additionally or alternatively determine
such proximity by detecting a GPS antenna impedance
mismatch and/or change in GPS antenna impedance that
is indicative of the GPS antenna experiencing a new im-
pedance coupling to another object, such as to a user’s
body or a table on which the mobile terminal 100 is rest-
ing. The controller 210 may additionally or alternatively
determine proximity and potential GPS isolation using a
camera that, for example, senses a substantial change
in brightness, which can be indicative of the mobile ter-
minal 210 being placed in a clothing pocket, purse, or
vehicle glove compartment.

[0074] The controller 210 can respond to the indication
of GPS isolation by powering-off the GPS receiver circuit
200 until the mobile terminal 100 is determined to have
moved at least a threshold distance away from that lo-
cation. The controller 210 may additionally/alternatively
decrease the GPS power-on to power-off duty cycle of
the GPS receiver circuit 200 so that it remains powered-
off for longer periods of time between power-on attempts
to determine its location using GPS signals.
[0075] The controller 210 may also respond to the in-
dication of GPS isolation by logging its location in the
memory 256, and using the logged GPS isolation loca-
tions to determine when the mobile terminal 100 is locat-
ed at a known GPS isolation location. When the mobile
terminal 100 is located at a known GPS isolation location,
the controller 210 may respond, via trigger event 326, by
powering-off the GPS receiver circuit 200 until the mobile
terminal 100 is determined to have moved at least a
threshold distance away from that location. The controller
210 may additionally/alternatively decrease the GPS
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit 200 so that it remains powered-off for longer pe-
riods of time between power-on attempts to determine
its location using GPS signals.
[0076] The mobile terminal 100 (via the controller 210)
may be configured to share the GPS isolation locations
that is has identified and, which may be, logged into mem-
ory 256 with other mobile terminals. For example, the
mobile terminal 100 may communicate its known GPS
isolation locations via the cellular transceiver 230 and/or
the WLAN/Bluetooth transceiver 240 to other mobile ter-
minals and/or to a centralized database that functions as
a centralized repository of known GPS isolation loca-
tions. The mobile terminal 100 may similarly receive
known GPS isolation locations from another mobile ter-
minal and/or from a centralized repository of known GPS
isolation locations. The GPS isolation locations may, for
example, identify regions of a building where GPS signals
do not have sufficient strength to allow location determi-
nation, and may similarly identify other regions of the
building where GPS signals have sufficient strength to
enable location determination.
[0077] GPS isolation locations that are identified in the
centralized repository and/or within the memory 256 may
be displayed on the mobile terminal 100 as a graphical
overlay on a digitized map and/or on a satellite picture.
A user may thereby visually observe where GPS signals
coverage is blocked or otherwise insufficient to determine
location. For example, when a user is operating the mo-
bile terminal 100 within a building, a satellite image show-
ing the building may be displayed on the mobile terminal
and known GPS isolation locations may be overlayed on
the displayed building. The user may thereby visually
identify locations within the building where the user may
acquire sufficient GPS signal strength to use the GPS
receiver circuit 200 to determine location. Similarly, other
electronic devices that can access the centralized repos-
itory and/or obtain GPS isolation locations directly/indi-
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rectly from the mobile terminal 100 may display those
locations as a graphical overlay on a digitized map and/or
on a satellite picture.
[0078] The controller 210 may maintain the GPS re-
ceiver circuit 200 powered-off while the mobile terminal
100 is located within a defined distance of a known GPS
isolation location, and, upon determining that it has
moved a sufficient distance therefrom (e.g., via the ac-
celeration information), may power-on the GPS receiver
circuit 200 to determine its location.
[0079] Although the exemplary GPS receiver circuit
200 has been described as being configured to determine
geographic location of the mobile terminal 100 using GPS
signals, it is not limited to carrying out the entire location
determination by itself. For example, the GPS receiver
circuit 200 may include RF receiver circuitry that receives
GPS signals, and may include additional first processing
circuitry that uses the GPS signals to generate timing
measurements between the GPS receiver circuit 200 and
corresponding GPS satellites, second processing circuit-
ry that converts the timing measurements to distance
measurements between the GPS receiver circuit 200 and
the corresponding GPS satellites (e.g., by multiplying the
timing measurements by the GPS signal propagation
speed), third processing circuitry that uses translation,
or other like mathematical techniques, to determine the
position coordinates of the mobile terminal based on
known locations of the GPS satellites and the distance
measurements. The first, second, and/or third process-
ing circuitry may be entirely within the GPS receiver cir-
cuit 200, or at least some of that circuitry may be embod-
ied within the controller circuit 210 and/or within other
circuitry of the mobile terminal 100. Accordingly, the con-
troller circuit 210 can power-on and power-off the RF
receiver circuitry and may further regulate power to other
processing circuitry within the GPS receiver circuit 200
and/or elsewhere within the mobile terminal 100 that per-
forms such position determination functionality.
[0080] In the drawings and specification, there have
been disclosed embodiments of the invention and, al-
though specific terms are employed, they are used in a
generic and descriptive sense only and not for purposes
of limitation, the scope of the invention being set forth in
the following claims.

Claims

1. A mobile terminal (100) comprising:

a GPS receiver circuit (200) configured to deter-
mine location of the mobile terminal (100) using
GPS signals;
a controller circuit (210) configured to repetitive-
ly switch power-on and power-off to the GPS
receiver circuit (200), and to regulate the power-
on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver
circuit (200) in response to distance that the mo-

bile terminal (100) has moved from a previously
determined location
an accelerometer circuit (220) comprising at
least a two-axis accelerometer to sense accel-
eration in at least two directions that can be par-
allel to a least a two dimensional direction of
travel of the mobile terminal (100) that generates
acceleration information which is indicative of
acceleration of travel of the mobile terminal
(100); and
an acceleration-based position determination
circuit configured to determine a present accel-
eration-based location of the mobile terminal
(100) using the acceleration information from
the accelerometer circuit (220) during the pow-
er-off cycle of the GPS receiver circuit (200),
wherein the GPS receiver circuit (200) is config-
ured to detect that the mobile terminal (100) is
GPS isolated in response to insufficient GPS
signal strength to determine location of the mo-
bile terminal (100) during at least a threshold
length of time, and

wherein the mobile terminal (100) is characterized
in that:

the controller circuit (210) is configured to pow-
er-off the GPS receiver circuit (200) in response
to detecting that the mobile terminal (100) is
GPS isolated, to extend duration of the power-
off cycle of the GPS receiver circuit (200) until
a distance between the present acceleration-
based location and a previous GPS-determine
location of the mobile terminal (100), which im-
mediately preceded another location of the mo-
bile terminal (100) at which the mobile terminal
(100) was detected as being GPS isolated, ex-
ceeds a threshold distance, and to attempt to
determine a present GPS-determined location
of the mobile terminal (100) upon powering-on
the GPS receiver circuit (200) and in that:
the controller circuit (210) is configured to repet-
itively switch power-on and power-off to the GPS
receiver circuit (200), to regulate the power-on
to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver cir-
cuit (200) in response to distance that the mobile
terminal (100) has moved from a previously de-
termined location, to decrease the power-on to
power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit
(200) in response to discovering signals from a
WLAN device and/or a Bluetooth device asso-
ciated with a previously determined and/or de-
fined location where the mobile terminal (100)
remained substantially stationary for at least a
threshold time.

2. The mobile terminal (100) according to claim 1,
wherein the GPS receiver circuit (200) determines a
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GPS-based location of the mobile terminal (100) dur-
ing the power-on cycle, and
wherein the controller circuit (210) extends the du-
ration of the power-off cycle of the GPS receiver cir-
cuit (200) until the distance between the present ac-
celerometer-based location and the GPS-based lo-
cation of the mobile terminal (100) exceeds a thresh-
old distance.

3. The mobile terminal (100) according to any of the
claims 1-2, further comprising:

a velocity determination circuit configured to de-
termine velocity of the mobile terminal (100) us-
ing the acceleration information from the accel-
erometer circuit (220) during the power-off cycle
of the GPS receiver circuit (200),
wherein the controller circuit (210) is configured
to increase the power-on to power-off duty cycle
of the GPS receiver circuit (200) in response to
the determined velocity of the mobile terminal
(100) exceeding a threshold velocity, and to de-
crease the power-on to power-off duty cycle of
the GPS receiver circuit (200) in response to the
determined velocity of the mobile terminal (100)
being less than a threshold velocity.

4. The mobile terminal (100) according to any of the
claims 1-3, further comprising a cellular transceiver
circuit configured to communicate with a cellular sys-
tem and to receive position assistance information
from a cellular system over a wireless air interface,
wherein:

the GPS receiver circuit (200) is configured to
use the receive position assistance information
to lock onto the GPS signals and determine lo-
cation of the mobile terminal (100); and
the controller circuit (210) is configured to deter-
mine availability of the position assistance infor-
mation from the cellular system, to increase the
power-on to power-off duty cycle of the GPS re-
ceiver circuit (200) in response to availability of
the cellular system position assistance informa-
tion, and to decrease the power-on to power-off
duty cycle of the GPS receiver circuit (200) in
response to unavailability of the cellular system
position assistance information.

5. The mobile terminal (100) according to any of the
claims 1-4, wherein:

the controller circuit (210) is configured to repet-
itively switch power-on and power-off to the GPS
receiver circuit (200) to increase the power-on
to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver cir-
cuit (200) in response to detecting absence of
signals from the WLAN device associated with

the previously determined and/or defined loca-
tion where the mobile terminal (100) remained
substantially stationary for at least the threshold
time.

6. The mobile terminal (100) according to any of the
claims 1-4, wherein:

the controller circuit (210) is configured to repet-
itively switch power-on and power-off to the GPS
receiver circuit (200) to increase the power-on
to power-off duty cycle of the GPS receiver cir-
cuit (200) in response to detecting absence of
signals from the Bluetooth device associated
with the previously determined and/or defined
location where the mobile terminal (100) re-
mained substantially stationary for at least the
threshold time.

Patentansprüche

1. Mobiles Endgerät (100), umfassend:

- eine GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200), die so
konfiguriert ist, dass sie einen Standort des mo-
bilen Endgeräts (100) unter Verwendung von
GPS-Signalen bestimmt;
- eine Controllerschaltung (210), die so konfigu-
riert ist, dass sie die GPS-Empfängerschaltung
(200) wiederholt ein- und ausschaltet und den
Einschalt-Ausschalt-Betriebszyklus der GPS-
Empfängerschaltung (200) in Reaktion auf eine
Distanz regelt, die das mobile Endgerät (100)
von einem vorher bestimmten Standort bewegt
hat;
- eine Beschleunigungsmesserschaltung (220),
die mindestens einen zweiachsigen Beschleu-
nigungsmesser zum Messen einer Beschleuni-
gung in mindestens zwei Richtungen umfasst,
die parallel zu mindestens einer zweidimensio-
nalen Bewegungsrichtung des mobilen Endge-
räts (100) sein können, und die Beschleuni-
gungsinformationen erzeugt, welche eine Be-
wegungsbeschleunigung des mobilen Endge-
räts (100) anzeigen; und
- eine Schaltung für beschleunigungsbasierte
Positionsbestimmung, die so konfiguriert ist,
dass sie einen gegenwärtigen beschleuni-
gungsbasierten Standort des mobilen Endge-
räts (100) unter Verwendung der Beschleuni-
gungsinformationen von der Beschleunigungs-
messerschaltung (220) während des Ausschalt-
zyklus der GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200) be-
stimmt,
- wobei die GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200) so
konfiguriert ist, dass sie in Reaktion auf unzu-
reichende GPS-Signalstärke zum Bestimmen
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des Standorts des mobilen Endgeräts (100)
während mindestens einer Schwellenzeitdauer
erkennt, dass das mobile Endgerät (100) GPS-
isoliert ist, und wobei das mobile Endgerät (100)

dadurch gekennzeichnet ist, dass:

- die Controllerschaltung (210) so konfiguriert
ist, dass sie in Reaktion auf ein Erkennen, dass
das mobile Endgerät (100) GPS-isoliert ist, die
GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200) ausschaltet,
um eine Dauer des Ausschaltzyklus der GPS-
Empfängerschaltung (200) zu verlängern, bis ei-
ne Distanz zwischen dem gegenwärtigen be-
schleunigungsbasierten Standort und einem
vorherigen GPS-bestimmten Standort des mo-
bilen Endgeräts (100), der einem anderen
Standort des mobilen Endgeräts (100), an wel-
chem das mobile Endgerät (100) als GPS-iso-
liert erkannt wurde, unmittelbar vorangeht, eine
Schwellendistanz überschreitet, und versucht,
einen gegenwärtigen GPS-bestimmten Stand-
ort des mobilen Endgeräts (100) bei Einschalten
der GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200) zu bestim-
men, und dadurch, dass:
- die Controllerschaltung (210) so konfiguriert
ist, dass sie die GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200)
wiederholt ein- und ausschaltet, um den Ein-
schalt-Ausschalt-Betriebszyklus der GPS-Emp-
fängerschaltung (200) in Reaktion auf eine Dis-
tanz zu regeln, die sich das mobile Endgerät
(100) vom vorher bestimmten Standort bewegt
hat, um in Reaktion auf ein Erkennen von Sig-
nalen von einer WLAN-Vorrichtung und/oder ei-
ner Bluetooth-Vorrichtung, die mit einem vorher
bestimmten und/oder definierten Standort asso-
ziiert ist/sind, an dem das mobile Endgerät (100)
für mindestens eine Schwellenzeit im Wesent-
lichen stationär blieb, den Einschalt-Ausschalt-
Betriebszyklus der GPS-Empfängerschaltung
(200) zu verkürzen.

2. Mobiles Endgerät (100) nach Anspruch 1,

- wobei die GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200) ei-
nen GPS-basierten Standort des mobilen End-
geräts (100) während des Einschaltzyklus be-
stimmt, und
- wobei die Controllerschaltung (210) die Dauer
des Ausschaltzyklus der GPS-Empfängerschal-
tung (200) verlängert, bis die Distanz zwischen
dem gegenwärtigen beschleunigungsmesser-
basierten Standort und dem GPS-basierten
Standort des mobilen Endgeräts (100) eine
Schwellendistanz überschreitet.

3. Mobiles Endgerät (100) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 - 2, ferner umfassend:

- eine Geschwindigkeitsbestimmungsschal-
tung, die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie eine Ge-
schwindigkeit des mobilen Endgeräts (100) un-
ter Verwendung der Beschleunigungsinformati-
onen von der Beschleunigungsmesserschal-
tung (220) während des Ausschaltzyklus der
GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200) bestimmt,
- wobei die Controllerschaltung (210) so konfi-
guriert ist, dass sie den Einschalt-Ausschalt-Be-
triebszyklus der GPS-Empfängerschaltung
(200) in Reaktion darauf verlängert, dass die be-
stimmte Geschwindigkeit des mobilen Endge-
räts (100) eine Schwellengeschwindigkeit über-
schreitet, und den Einschalt-Ausschalt-Be-
triebszyklus der GPS-Empfängerschaltung
(200) in Reaktion darauf verkürzt, dass die be-
stimmte Geschwindigkeit des mobilen Endge-
räts (100) niedriger als eine Schwellenge-
schwindigkeit ist.

4. Mobiles Endgerät (100) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 - 3, ferner umfassend eine Funkzellen-Sendemp-
fängerschaltung, die so konfiguriert ist, dass sie mit
einem Funkzellensystem kommuniziert und Positi-
onshilfsinformationen von einem Funkzellsystem
über eine drahtlose Luftschnittstelle empfängt, wo-
bei:

- die GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200) so konfi-
guriert ist, dass sie die empfangenen Positions-
hilfsinformationen zum Aufsynchronisieren auf
die GPS-Signale und Bestimmen des Standorts
des mobilen Endgeräts (100) verwendet; und
- die Controllerschaltung (210) so konfiguriert
ist, dass sie Verfügbarkeit der Positionshilfsin-
formationen vom Funkzellensystem bestimmt,
um den Einschalt-Ausschalt-Betriebszyklus der
GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200) in Reaktion auf
Verfügbarkeit der Positionshilfsinformationen
des Funkzellensystems zu verlängern, und den
Einschalt-Ausschalt-Betriebszyklus der GPS-
Empfängerschaltung (200) in Reaktion auf
Nichtverfügbarkeit der Positionshilfsinformatio-
nen des Funkzellensystems zu verkürzen.

5. Mobiles Endgerät (100) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 - 4, wobei:

- die Controllerschaltung (210) so konfiguriert
ist, dass sie die GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200)
wiederholt ein- und ausschaltet, um in Reaktion
auf ein Erkennen eines Nichtvorhandenseins
von Signalen von der WLAN-Vorrichtung, die
mit dem vorher bestimmten und/oder definierten
Standort assoziiert ist, an dem das mobile End-
gerät (100) für wenigstens die Schwellenzeit im
Wesentlichen stationär blieb, den Einschalt-
Ausschalt-Betriebszyklus der GPS-Empfänger-
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schaltung (200) zu verlängern.

6. Mobiles Endgerät (100) nach einem der Ansprüche
1 - 4, wobei:

- die Controllerschaltung (210) so konfiguriert
ist, dass sie die GPS-Empfängerschaltung (200)
widerholt ein- und ausschaltet, um in Reaktion
auf ein Erkennen eines Nichtvorhandenseins
von Signalen von der Bluetooth-Vorrichtung, die
mit dem vorher bestimmten und/oder definierten
Standort assoziiert ist, an dem das mobile End-
gerät (100) für wenigstens die Schwellenzeit im
Wesentlichen stationär blieb, den Einschalt-
Ausschalt-Betriebszyklus der GPS-Empfänger-
schaltung (200) zu verlängern.

Revendications

1. Terminal mobile (100) comprenant :

un circuit récepteur GPS (200) configuré pour
déterminer l’emplacement du terminal mobile
(100) en utilisant des signaux GPS ;
un circuit de commande (210) configuré pour
commuter de manière répétitive la mise sous
tension et la mise hors tension du circuit récep-
teur GPS (200) et pour réguler le cycle opéra-
toire de mise sous tension à mise hors tension
du circuit récepteur GPS (200) en réponse à la
distance dont le terminal mobile (100) s’est dé-
placé depuis un emplacement précédemment
déterminé
un circuit d’accéléromètre (220) comprenant au
moins un accéléromètre à deux axes pour dé-
tecter l’accélération dans au moins deux direc-
tions qui peuvent être parallèles à au moins une
direction bidimensionnelle de déplacement du
terminal mobile (100) qui génère des informa-
tions d’accélération qui sont indicatives de l’ac-
célération de déplacement du terminal mobile
(100) ; et
un circuit de détermination de position basée
sur l’accélération configuré pour déterminer un
emplacement actuel basé sur l’accélération du
terminal mobile (100) en utilisant les informa-
tions d’accélération issues du circuit d’accélé-
romètre (220) au cours du cycle de mise hors
tension du circuit récepteur GPS (200),
dans lequel le circuit récepteur GPS (200) est
configuré pour détecter que le terminal mobile
(100) est isolé du GPS en réponse à une inten-
sité insuffisante du signal GPS pour déterminer
l’emplacement du terminal mobile (100) au
cours d’au moins une période de temps de seuil
et dans lequel le terminal mobile (100) est ca-
ractérisé en ce que :

le circuit de commande (210) est configuré
pour mettre hors tension le circuit récepteur
GPS (200) en réponse à la détection que le
terminal mobile (100) est isolé du GPS, pour
étendre la durée du cycle de mise hors ten-
sion du circuit récepteur GPS (200) jusqu’à
ce qu’une distance entre l’emplacement
présent basé sur l’accélération et un empla-
cement précédent déterminé par le GPS du
terminal mobile (100), qui a précédé immé-
diatement un autre emplacement du termi-
nal mobile (100) où le terminal mobile (100)
a été détecté comme étant isolé du GPS,
dépasse une distance de seuil et pour tenter
de déterminer un emplacement présent dé-
terminé par le GPS du terminal mobile (100)
lors de la mise sous tension du circuit ré-
cepteur GPS (200) et en ce que :

le circuit de commande (210) est configuré pour
commuter de manière répétitive la mise sous
tension et la mise hors tension du circuit récep-
teur GPS (200), pour réguler le cycle opératoire
de mise sous tension à mise hors tension du
circuit récepteur GPS (200) en réponse à la dis-
tance dont le terminal mobile (100) s’est déplacé
depuis un emplacement précédemment déter-
miné, pour réduire le cycle opératoire de mise
sous tension à mise hors tension du circuit ré-
cepteur GPS (200) en réponse à la découverte
de signaux issus d’un dispositif WLAN et/ou d’un
dispositif Bluetooth associé(s) à un emplace-
ment précédemment déterminé et/ou défini où
le terminal mobile (100) est resté sensiblement
stationnaire pendant au moins un temps de
seuil.

2. Terminal mobile (100) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel le circuit récepteur GPS (200) détermine
un emplacement basé sur le GPS du terminal mobile
(100) au cours du cycle de mise sous tension et
dans lequel le circuit de commande (210) étend la
durée du cycle de mise hors tension du circuit ré-
cepteur GPS (200) jusqu’à ce que la distance entre
l’emplacement actuel basé sur l’accéléromètre et
l’emplacement basé sur le GPS du terminal mobile
(100) dépasse une distance de seuil.

3. Terminal mobile (100) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 et 2, comprenant en outre :

un circuit de détermination de vitesse configuré
pour déterminer la vitesse du terminal mobile
(100) en utilisant les informations d’accélération
issues du circuit d’accéléromètre (220) au cours
du cycle de mise hors tension du circuit récep-
teur GPS (200),
dans lequel le circuit de commande (210) est
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configuré pour augmenter le cycle opératoire de
mise sous tension à mise hors tension du circuit
récepteur GPS (200) en réponse à la vitesse
déterminée du terminal mobile (100) qui dépas-
se une vitesse de seuil et pour réduire le cycle
opératoire de mise sous tension à mise hors ten-
sion du circuit récepteur GPS (200) en réponse
à la vitesse déterminée du terminal mobile (100)
qui est inférieure à une vitesse de seuil.

4. Terminal mobile (100) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 3, comprenant en outre un circuit
émetteur-récepteur cellulaire configuré pour com-
muniquer avec un système cellulaire et recevoir des
informations d’assistance en matière de position
d’un système cellulaire via une interface d’air sans
fil, dans lequel :

le circuit récepteur GPS (200) est configuré pour
utiliser la réception des informations d’assistan-
ce en matière de position pour verrouiller les si-
gnaux GPS et déterminer l’emplacement du ter-
minal mobile (100) ; et
le circuit de commande (210) est configuré pour
déterminer la disponibilité des informations
d’assistance en matière de position venant du
système cellulaire, pour augmenter le cycle opé-
ratoire de mise sous tension à mise hors tension
du circuit récepteur GPS (200) en réponse à la
disponibilité des informations d’assistance en
matière de position du système cellulaire et pour
réduire le cycle opératoire de mise sous tension
à mise hors tension du circuit récepteur GPS
(200) en réponse à l’indisponibilité des informa-
tions d’assistance en matière de position du sys-
tème cellulaire.

5. Terminal mobile (100) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel :

le circuit de commande (210) est configuré pour
commuter de manière répétitive la mise sous
tension et la mise hors tension du circuit récep-
teur GPS (200) afin d’augmenter le cycle opé-
ratoire de mise sous tension à mise hors tension
du circuit récepteur GPS (200) en réponse à la
détection d’une absence de signaux venant du
dispositif WLAN associé à l’emplacement pré-
cédemment déterminé et/ou défini où le terminal
mobile (100) est resté sensiblement stationnaire
pendant au moins le temps de seuil.

6. Terminal mobile (100) selon l’une quelconque des
revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel :

le circuit de commande (210) est configuré pour
commuter de manière répétitive la mise sous
tension et la mise hors tension du circuit récep-

teur GPS (200) afin d’augmenter le cycle opé-
ratoire de mise sous tension à mise hors tension
du circuit récepteur GPS (200) en réponse à la
détection d’une absence de signaux issus du
dispositif Bluetooth associé à l’emplacement
précédemment déterminé et/ou défini où le ter-
minal mobile (100) est resté sensiblement sta-
tionnaire pendant au moins le temps de seuil.
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