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<g)  Immunoassay  of  proteins. 

©  In  the  immunoassay  of  a  particular  protein  in  a 
biological  fluid,  there  is  frequently  interference  in  the  assay 
by  other  proteins  present  in  the  fluid,  e.g.  by  complement 
factors  or  antibodies  in  human  serum.  The  interference  so 
caused  can  be  avoided  by  subjecting  the  fluid  to  protein- 
digestion,  using  for  example  an  enzyme  such  as  pepsin,  as 
a  result  of  which  the  particular  protein  of  interest,  or  a 
fragment  thereof,  can  be  assayed  without  interference  by 
the  other  proteins.  Also,  radioallergosorbent  tests  for 

{*)  particular  IgE  antibodies  can  be  improved  in  sensitivity  and 
accuracy,  by  subjecting  the  absorbed  IgE  to  enzymic 
digestion,  and  then  assaying  a  fragment  thereof. 
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