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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention provides a process for the preparation of alkylate using an ionic liquid catalyst comprising
an improved solids removal step.

Background of the invention

[0002] There is an increasing demand for alkylate fuel blending feedstock. As a fuel-blending component alkylate
combines a low vapour pressure, no sulfur, olefins or aromatics with high octane properties. The most desirable com-
ponents in the alkylate are trimethylpentanes (TMPs), which have research octane numbers (RONs) of greater than
100. Such an alkylate component may be produced by reacting isobutane with a butene or a mixture of butenes in the
presence of a suitable acidic catalyst, e.g. HF or sulfuric acid, although other catalysts such a solid acid catalyst have
been reported. Recently, the alkylation of isoparaffins with olefins using an acidic ionic liquid catalyst has been proposed
as an alternative to HF and sulfuric acid catalysed alkylation processes.
[0003] For instance, US7285698 discloses a process for manufacturing an alkylate oil, which uses a composite ionic
liquid catalyst to react isobutane with a butene. In the process of US7285698, isobutane and a butene are supplied to
a reactor and the alkylate is formed by contacting the reactants with a composite ionic liquid under alkylation conditions.
The reactor effluent is separated and the ionic liquid phase is recycled to the reactor while the hydrocarbon phase is
treated to retrieve the alkylate. However, during operation of such an ionic liquid alkylation process solids are formed.
As the reaction progresses, these solids accumulate in the reaction zone and may lead to blockage of pathways and/or
valves. In WO2011/015639 a process is described for removal of the solids formed during the ionic liquid alkylation
process. According to that process, a solids-comprising effluent comprising hydrocarbons and acidic ionic liquid is
withdrawn from the reaction zone and at least part of the solids-comprising effluent is treated to remove at least part of
the solids to obtain a solids-depleted effluent. It has however been found that solids removal according to the process
of WO2011/015639 is difficult because of high viscosity of the ionic liquid. Centrifugation of the solids-comprising effluent
is therefore complex and is accompanied by high energy consumption. Filtration is not very practical because it is time
consuming and requires high pressures. Finally, settling is even more time consuming and therefore not a desirable
solution.

Summary of the invention

[0004] It has now been found that the solids formed in an ionic liquid alkylation process can be removed from the ionic
liquid much easier and much more efficiently by adding an amount of an organic solvent prior to the solids removal step.
[0005] Accordingly, the present invention provides a process for preparing alkylate comprising the subsequent steps
(a), (b) and (c):

(a) an alkylation step, wherein in a reaction zone a hydrocarbon mixture comprising at least an isoparaffin and an
olefin is reacted with an ionic liquid catalyst to obtain an effluent comprising alkylate and solids, which latter are
formed as side products in the alkylation step;
(b) a separation step, wherein at least part of the alkylate-comprising effluent coming from the reaction zone is
separated in a separator unit into a hydrocarbon-rich phase and an ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase which latter phase
also comprises solids formed as side products during the alkylation reaction; and
(c) a solids removal step, wherein the solids in ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase are separated from the ionic liquid
catalyst using a suitable separating device; wherein the process further comprises a step following the separation
step (b) and prior to the solids removal step (c), wherein an amount of an organic solvent is added to the ionic liquid
catalyst-rich phase, which organic solvent has a viscosity which is significantly lower than that of the ionic liquid and
which solvent is at least partially miscible with the ionic liquid. The solvent may be removed after the solids removal
step.

[0006] An advantage of the present invention is that ionic liquid can be extracted from the solid with an organic solvent
and easily recovered by evaporation of the solvent.
[0007] Another advantage is that that ionic liquid extracted from the solid can be reused in the ionic liquid alkylation
ionic liquid alkylation process without significant loss of selectivity.
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Brief description of the drawings

[0008] In Figure 1, a schematic representation is given of a process according to the invention.
[0009] In figures 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 the effect is shown of the mass fraction of an organic solvent (toluene and DCM,
respectively) on viscosities of composite ionic liquid (CIL) + organic solvent mixtures at 20 °C and 30 °C.

Detailed description of the invention

[0010] The ionic liquid alkylation process of the invention is a process wherein an alkylate is prepared by reacting an
isoparaffin with an olefin, in particular isobutane and a butene or a mixture of butenes. The obtained alkylate is particularly
suitable for gasoline blending purposes or for use in aviation gasoline production. In the alkylation process, the isoparaffin
and the olefin are provided to a reaction zone. In the reaction zone a hydrocarbon mixture comprising isoparaffin and
olefin is contacted with a catalyst suitable for alkylation. The hydrocarbon mixture comprises olefin, which is typically
supplied externally, i.e. fresh olefin, and comprises isoparaffin. The isoparaffin may be externally supplied isoparaffin,
i.e. fresh isoparaffin, and/or isoparaffin which is recycled from any other part of the process. The (fresh) isoparaffin and
olefin may be supplied to the process separately, however typically the (fresh) isoparaffin and the (fresh) olefin are
provided to the reaction zone as a mixture comprising isoparaffin and olefin.
[0011] According to the present process the alkylation catalyst is a composite ionic liquid mixture. Ionic liquids are
known in the art for their ability to catalyse alkylation reactions. The catalyst used in the present alkylation process is a
composite ionic liquid comprising cations derived from a hydrohalide of an alkyl-containing amine, imidazolium or pyridine.
Preferably, the cations comprise cations of ammonium salts, for example nitrogen atoms, which are saturated with four
substituents, among which there is at least one hydrogen atom and one alkyl group. More preferably, the alkyl substituent
is at least one selected from methyl, ethyl, propyl, butyl, amyl, and hexyl groups. Examples of preferred ammonium
cations include triethylammonium (NEt3H+) and methyldiethyl-ammonium cations (MeNEt2H+), cations in which the
nitrogen is part of a cyclic structure (e.g. like in piperidine and pyrrolidine) or

[0012] The anions of the composite ionic liquid are preferably derived from aluminium based Lewis acids, in particular
aluminium halides, preferably aluminium (III) chloride. Due the high acidity of the aluminium chloride Lewis acid it is
preferred to combine the aluminium chloride, or other aluminium halide, with a second or more metal halide, sulfate or
nitrate to form a coordinate anion, in particular a coordinate anion derived from two or more metal halides, wherein at
least one metal halide is an aluminium halide. Suitable further metal halides, sulfates or nitrates, may be selected from
halides, sulfates or nitrates of metals selected from the group consisting of Group IB elements of the Periodic Table,
Group IIB elements of the Periodic Table and transition elements of the Periodic Table. Preferred metals include copper,
iron, zinc, nickel, cobalt, molybdenum, silver or platinum. Preferably, the metal halides, sulfates or nitrates, are metal
halides, more preferably chlorides or bromides, such as copper (I) chloride, copper (II) chloride, nickel (II) chloride, iron
(II) chloride. Preferably, the molar ratio of the aluminium compound to the other metal compounds in the range of from
1:100-100:1, more preferably of from 1:1-100:1, or even more preferably of from 2:1-30:1. By using a coordinate anion
comprising aluminium and another metal, an improved alkylate product may be obtained. A method for preparing such
catalyst is for instance described in US7285698. Particularly preferred catalysts are acidic ionic liquid catalysts comprising
a coordinate anion derived from aluminium(III) chloride and copper(II) chloride or aluminium(III) chloride and copper(I)
chloride.
[0013] As mentioned herein above, the hydrocarbon mixture comprising isoparaffin and olefin is contacted with the
catalyst in the reaction zone. The hydrocarbon mixture is mixed in the reaction zone with the catalyst to form a reaction
mixture. Mixing may be done by any suitable means for mixing two or more liquids, including dynamic and static mixers.
In contact with the catalyst, the isoparaffins and olefins react under alkylation conditions to form alkylate. As the reaction
progresses, the mixture in the reaction zone will, besides hydrocarbon reactants and acidic ionic liquid, additionally
comprise products.
[0014] The formed alkylate is obtained from the reaction zone in the form of an alkylate-comprising effluent. The
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alkylate-comprising effluent still comprises a substantial amount of unreacted isoparaffin. Therefore, part of the alkylate-
comprising effluent may be recycled to the reaction zone to maintain a high ratio of isoparaffin to olefin in hydrocarbon
mixture in the reaction zone.
[0015] At least part of the alkylate-comprising effluent of the reaction zone is separated in a separator unit into a
hydrocarbon-rich phase and an ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase. At least part of the hydrocarbon-rich phase is treated
and/or fractionated (e.g. by distillation) to retrieve the alkylate and optionally other components in the hydrocarbon phase,
such as unreacted isoparaffin or n-paraffins. Preferably, such isoparaffin is at least partly reused to form part of the
isoparaffin feed provided to the process. This may be done by recycling at least part of the isoparaffin, or a stream
comprising isoparaffin obtained from the fractionation of the hydrocarbon-rich phase, and combining it with the isoparaffin
feed to the process.
[0016] Reference herein to a hydrocarbon-rich phase is to a phase comprising more than 50 mol% of hydrocarbons,
based on the total moles of hydrocarbon and ionic liquid catalyst.
[0017] Reference herein to an ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase is to a phase comprising more than 50 mol% of ionic
liquid catalyst, based on the total moles of hydrocarbon and ionic liquid catalyst.
[0018] Due to the low affinity of the ionic liquid for hydrocarbons and the difference in density between the hydrocarbons
and the ionic liquid catalyst, the separation between the two phases is suitably done using for example well known settler
means, wherein the hydrocarbons and catalyst separate into an upper predominantly hydrocarbon phase and lower
predominantly catalyst phase or by using any other suitable liquid/liquid separator. Such liquid/liquid separators are
known to the skilled person and include cyclone and centrifugal separators. The catalyst phase is generally recycled
back to the reactor.
[0019] As described herein before, during the alkylation reaction solids are formed. Reference herein to solids is to
non-dissolved solid particles. The solids predominantly consist of metals, metal compounds and/or metal salts which
were originally comprised in the composite ionic liquid catalyst. Typically, the solids comprise at least 10wt% metal, i.e.
either in metallic, covalently bound or ionic form, based the total weight of the solids, wherein the metal is a metal that
was introduced to the process as part of the acidic ionic liquid catalyst. The solids may also comprise contaminant
components, which were introduced into the reaction mixture as contaminants in the hydrocarbon mixture or the composite
ionic liquid. Alternatively, (part of) the solids may be the product of a chemical reaction involving any of the above-
mentioned compounds, e.g. polymeric substances.
[0020] The solids may have any size, however the solids typically have an average size of in the range of from 0.1 to
10mm. In particular, at least 50% of the solids have a particle size below 5mm, more particular 80% of the solids have
a particle size below 5mm based on the total number of solid particles.
[0021] In WO2011/015639 it is described that although during mixing these solids are dispersed throughout the reaction
mixture, upon separation of the alkylate-comprising effluent it was found that the solids to a large extent accumulate in
the composite ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase. If the catalyst-rich phase would subsequently be recycled to the reaction
zone to become part of the reaction mixture in the reaction zone, the solids would accumulate in the reaction zone,
resulting in undesirably high solids content in the reaction zone. A high solids content in the reaction zone may for
instance result in blockage of pathways or valves in the reactor zone and pipes to and from the separation unit, due to
precipitation of solids. In addition, at high solids content the solids may agglomerate to form large aggregates, resulting
in increased blockage risk. Therefore, at least part of the solids needs to be removed from the ionic liquid catalyst-rich
phase. It is not required to remove all solids. Preferably, solids are removed to an extent that the reaction mixture (i.e.
a mixture comprising hydrocarbon reactants, composite ionic liquid and products) comprises in the range of from 0.05
to 5wt%, more preferably at most 2wt% of solids, based on the total weight composite ionic liquid in the reaction zone.
[0022] According to the present invention, the organic solvent that is added to the ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase may
be any suitable organic solvent having a viscosity which is significantly lower than that of the ionic liquid and being at
least partially miscible with the ionic liquid. Preferably, the organic solvent is selected from the group of aromatic solvents
(such as benzene and toluene), halogenated aliphatic hydrocarbons (such as dichloromethane), acetonitrile, and the
like, or mixtures thereof. Preferably the organic solvent is selected from benzene, toluene, dichloromethane and ace-
tonitrile, more preferably from toluene and dichloromethane and most preferably the organic solvent is toluene.
[0023] In a further embodiment of the invention, the mass fraction of the organic solvent, when added to the ionic
liquid catalyst-rich phase, is 5-60 wt%, preferably at least 10 wt%, more preferably 10-50 wt%, alternatively at least 15
wt%, and most preferably 20-50 wt%.
[0024] According to the invention, the solids are removed from the reaction zone in a solids-comprising effluent which
is introduced into a separator unit. In this separator unit the effluent is separated into an ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase
and a hydrocarbon-rich phase. The ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase is transferred through a pipeline connection to a solid
separating device. In a further embodiment of the invention, the organic solvent is added via a pipeline by in-line mixing
in the pipeline connection between the separator unit and the solid separating device. However, it is also an embodiment
of the invention to add the organic solvent to ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase in a mixing vessel located in between the
pipeline connection between the separator unit and the solid separating device.
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[0025] Subsequently, at least part of the solids in the mixture of the ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase and the organic
solvent is removed. After the removal of solids a solids-depleted effluent is obtained.
[0026] The solids may be removed by any suitable means for removing solids from liquids, including but not limited
to filtration, precipitation (e.g. in a settler unit) and centrifugation processes, and processes using a cyclone. Such
processes are well known in the art. In view of process efficiency, centrifugation is the preferred process for removing
the solids from the ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase. Due to the specific nature of ionic liquids it is preferred that the removal
of the solids is performed at such a temperature that the ionic liquid catalyst is liquid. In particular, it is preferred to
remove the solids at a temperature in the range of from 5 to 80°C, more preferably of from 20 to 60°C. At elevated
temperatures, the viscosity of the ionic liquid or ionic liquid/solvent mixture is lower while the density is reduced, which
may be beneficial in view of decreased time and power input required to obtained separation of the solids from the liquid.
[0027] The solids may be removed from the process in any form, however typically the solids are removed in the form
of a paste of solids. Such a paste may comprise next to solid particles for instance some residual ionic liquid, residual
solvent and/or hydrocarbons (which may be for instance some polymeric material formed as side product during the
reaction). Depending on the amount of residual liquid phase, the solids may also be removed from the process in the
form of a slurry. In this text, the term "paste" is meant to also refer to "slurry". Typically, a paste contains at least 30 %
of solid particles.
[0028] In an embodiment of the invention, the solids removed from the process are regenerated to be re-used in the
alkylation process. In such regeneration process the solids are preferably treated in the form of a paste. A preferred
process is a process wherein a first ionic liquid is used as a catalyst which is a composite ionic liquid comprising ammonium
cations, and anions being composite coordinate anions derived from two or more metal salts, wherein at least one metal
salt is an aluminium salt and any further metal salt is a salt of a metal selected from the group consisting of Group IB
elements of the Periodic Table, Group IIB elements of the Periodic Table and transition elements of the Periodic Table,
the regeneration process comprising removing the solids from the reaction zone of the alkylation process and subse-
quently treating the solids with a second ionic liquid made from an ammonium salt as cation, and an aluminium salt as
anion which is the same as the aluminium salt present in the first ionic liquid.
[0029] According to the invention, a solids-depleted effluent results after solids removal, which effluent comprises ionic
liquid catalyst and the organic solvent that was added to improve solids removal. In a further embodiment the process
of the invention comprises removal of the organic solvent after solids removal. The organic solvent is removed from the
effluent by appropriate means. Preferably, the solvent is removed by evaporation (if the boiling point of the solvent is
low) or by extraction, for example by alkane extraction, preferably using isobutane or the alkylate product, and most
preferably, isobutane is used for the extraction, after which the solvent is separated from the alkane by means of
distillation. Suitably, the organic solvent is removed by a distillation unit or isobutane extraction followed by distillation,
more preferably by isobutane counter-current extraction followed by distillation.
[0030] Preferably, the organic solvent is purified by distillation device, from which the heavy ends (high boiling point
components) is removed.
[0031] In an embodiment of the invention, the organic solvent is recycled to separator unit.
[0032] In an embodiment of the invention solvent removal takes place in a solvent removal unit, located after the outlet
of the solid separating device. The solvent may be recycled for further use in the solids separation step. In a further
embodiment of the invention, the resulting ionic liquid is recycled to the reaction zone and re-used in the alkylation process.
[0033] Some further process details of the alkylation process are described below.
[0034] In the alkylation process, an isoparaffin and an olefin are reacted to form alkylate by contacting a hydrocarbon
mixture comprising isoparaffin and olefin with a catalyst under alkylation conditions. Preferably, the hydrocarbon mixture
comprises at least isobutane and optionally isopentane, or a mixture thereof, as an isoparaffin. The hydrocarbon mixture
preferably comprises at least an olefin comprising in the range of from 2 to 8 carbon atoms, more preferably of from 3
to 6 carbon atoms, even more preferably 4 or 5 carbon atoms. Examples of suitable olefins include, propene, 1-butene,
2-butene, isobutene, 1-pentene, 2-pentene, 2-methyl-1-butene, 3-methyl-1-butene, 2-methyl-2-butene.
[0035] Isoparaffins and olefins are supplied to the process in a molar ratio, which is preferably 1 or higher, and typically
in the range of from 1:1 to 40:1, more preferably 1:1 to 20:1. In the case of a continuous process, excess isoparaffin can
be recycled for reuse in the hydrocarbon mixture.
[0036] The alkylation conditions (or process conditions) are those known in the art for this type of alkylation processes.
Actual operational process conditions are for example dependent of the exact composition of the hydrocarbon mixture
and catalyst, and the like.
[0037] The temperature in the alkylation reactor is preferably in the range of from -20 to 100°C, more preferably in the
range of from 0 to 50°C. In any case the temperature must be high enough to ensure that the ionic liquid catalyst is in
the liquid state.
[0038] To suppress vapour formation in the reactor, the process may be performed under pressure; preferably the
pressure in the reactor is in the range of from 0.1 to 1.6 MPa.
[0039] Preferably, the composite ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase to hydrocarbon-rich phase volume ratio in the alkylation
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reaction zone is at least 0.5, preferably 0.9 more preferably at least 1. Preferably, the composite ionic liquid catalyst-
rich phase to hydrocarbon-rich phase volume ratio in the reaction zone is in the range of from 1 to 10.
[0040] The hydrocarbon mixture may be contacted with the catalyst in any suitable alkylation reactor. The hydrocarbon
mixture may be contacted with the catalyst in a batch-wise, a semi-continuous or continuous process. Reactors such
as used in liquid acid catalysed alkylation can be used (see L.F. Albright, Ind. Eng. Res. 48 (2009)1409 and A. Corma
and A. Martinez, Catal. Rev. 35 (1993) 483); alternatively the reactor is a loop reactor, optionally with multiple injection
points for the hydrocarbon feed, optionally equipped with static mixers to ensure good contact between the hydrocarbon
mixture and catalyst, optionally with cooling in between the injection points, optionally by applying cooling via partial
vaporization of volatile hydrocarbon components (see Catal. Rev. 35 (1993) 483), optionally with an outlet outside the
reaction zone (see WO2011/015636). In the prior art diagrams are available of alkylation process line-ups which are
suitable for application in the process of this invention, e.g. in US7285698, Oil & Gas J., vol 104 (40) (2006) p 52-56
and Catal. Rev. 35 (1993) 483.

Legends and detailed description of the figures.

[0041] In Figure 1 a schematic representation is given of a process according to the invention.
[0042] In Figure 1a a schematic representation of a solvent distillation unit.
[0043] In Figure 1b a schematic representation is given of a solvent extraction unit.
[0044] In Figure 1c a schematic representation is given of a solvent counter-current extraction unit.
[0045] In Figure 2 the viscosities of ionic liquid-toluene mixtures as a function of toluene contents are shown.
[0046] In Figures 3 and 4 the viscosities of the ionic liquid-dichloromethane mixtures as a function of dichloromethane
contents are shown at 20 and 30°C, respectively.
[0047] Figure 5 is a schematic representation of a continuous extraction apparatus as used in examples 8 and 9.
[0048] In Figure 1, a mixture, comprising olefin and isoparaffin is provided to reactor 100 through line 105. Composite
ionic liquid catalyst is also provided to reaction zone 100 through line 110. In reaction zone 100, the hydrocarbon mixture
and catalyst are mixed under alkylation conditions. Through line 115, a solids-comprising effluent comprising hydrocar-
bons and ionic liquid is withdrawn from the reaction zone. Part of this effluent may be directly recycled to the reactor or
combined with line 105 via a recycle line (not shown). At least part of the effluent is supplied to liquid/liquid separation
unit 120, e.g. a settler unit. In liquid/liquid separation unit 120, a hydrocarbon-rich phase and ionic liquid catalyst-rich
phase separate under influence of gravity or centrifugal forces. Part of the hydrocarbon-rich phase may be directly
recycled to the reactor or combined with line 105 via a recycle line (not shown). At least part of the hydrocarbon-rich
phase is provided to fractionator 125 through line 130. From the bottom of fractionator 125, an alkylate-comprising
product is retrieved through line 135. The alkylate-comprising product can be used for instance for fuel blending purposes.
Additionally, an isoparaffin-comprising stream is retrieved from fractionator 125, which is recycled via line 140 to become
part of the mixture in line 105. Other hydrocarbon-comprising streams (not shown) may also be retrieved from fractionator
125.
[0049] The ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase can be recycled via line 145 to reactor 100. Part or all of the catalyst can
be diverted from line 145 by line 150 to solids separating device 155 (e.g. a centrifuge). Organic solvent is added via a
pipe either in line 150. In device 155, solids are removed from the ionic liquid catalyst phase and are retrieved via line
160, after which the solids may be regenerated and recycled to the reaction zone. The remaining ionic liquid catalyst
effluent mixture exits device 155 via line 163. The organic solvent is removed after the effluent mixture exits device 155,
preferably directly after exiting, in solvent separation unit 230 (e.g. a flash vessel). Preferably, the solvent is removed
by isobutane extraction followed by distillation. A schematic representation of a solvent distillation unit is shown in Figure
1a. A schematic representation of a solvent extraction unit is shown in Figure 1b. In this extraction unit the effluent 163
is mixed with the extraction solvent from distillation device 236 via line 237 and sent to settling device 234. In settling
device the ionic liquid catalyst is removed via line 165 and the extract liquid is sent via line 235 to distillation device 236,
from which the solvent is removed via line 210 and the extract solvent is removed via line 237. Extract solvent can
optionally removed via bleed line 238 and added to the system via make up line 239.
[0050] Preferably, the solvent is removed by isobutane counter-current extraction tower followed by distillation. A
schematic representation of a solvent counter-current extraction unit is shown in Figure 1c. In this extraction unit the
effluent 163 is sent via line 235 to the top of counter-current extraction tower 234. And the extract solvent (isobutane)
sent to the bottom of counter-current extraction tower 234. After counter-current extraction, the ionic liquid catalyst is
removed via line 165 and the extract liquid is sent via line 235 to distillation device 236, from which the solvent is removed
via line 231 and the extract solvent is removed via line 237. Extract solvent can optionally be removed via bleed line
238 and added to the system via make up line 239. Preferably, the solvent is purified by distillation device 215, from
which the heavy ends (high boiling point components) is removed via line 212, and the solvent is recycled via line 211,
which line is provided with line 220 for solvent bleed - when necessary - and line 200 for external solvent addition.
[0051] Optionally, for rejuvenation of the ionic liquid catalyst hydrochloride gas may be provided to the ionic liquid



EP 2 931 683 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

catalyst via line 170 from gas container 175. Optionally, a mixing device (not shown), e.g. a venturi absorber, is used to
mix the hydrogen chloride gas into line 165. By allowing part of the catalyst to bypass the hydrogen chloride rejuvenation
via line 145, any remaining gaseous hydrogen chloride may react with the ionic liquid catalyst in line 145 when lines 165
and 145 come together.
[0052] The resulting ionic liquid catalyst is subsequently directed back to reaction zone 100. If necessary, additional
fresh ionic liquid catalyst or externally supplied spent ionic liquid catalyst can be provided to the reaction zone 100 via
line 180.
[0053] The invention is illustrated by the following nonlimiting examples.

Example 1

Viscosity measurements

1.1 Viscosity of toluene and ionic liquids

[0054] Under atmospheric pressure, at 20 °C and at 30 °C, respectively, the viscosities of mixtures of fresh composite
ionic liquid (CIL, prepared according to US7285698)and toluene, and of mixtures of spent(used) CIL and toluene were
measured. The spent CIL was taken from the catalyst-comprising effluent from an ionic liquid alkylation process as
described in WO2011/015639.
[0055] The results are summarized in Table 1.1.

[0056] The viscosities of the mixtures as a function of toluene contents are shown in Fig 2.
[0057] The measurements show that at both temperatures the viscosity of toluene-used CIL is higher than that for
toluene-fresh CIL at the same mass fraction of toluene, and is nearly the same when the mass fraction of toluene is
higher than 35%. When the mass fraction of toluene is less than 15%, viscosities at the measured temperatures for both
fresh CIL and spent CIL show a steep decrease with increase of the mass fraction of toluene. When the mass fraction
of toluene is between 15% and 35%, viscosities for both fresh CIL and spent CIL show lighter decrease. When the mass
fraction of toluene is between 35% and 40%, viscosities for both fresh CIL and spent CIL show almost no change any
more. The viscosity of toluene is significantly lower than that of CIL. Therefore at higher toluene contents, the viscosities
for CIL + toluene mixtures will finally decrease to the toluene viscosity (0.44 cP at 30 °C).

1.2 Viscosity of dichloromethane and ionic liquids

[0058] Under atmospheric pressure, at 20 °C and at 30 °C, respectively, the viscosities of mixtures of fresh composite
ionic liquid (CIL, prepared according to US7285698) and dichloromethane (DCM), and of mixtures of spent(used) CIL
and DCM were measured. The spent CIL was taken from the catalyst-comprising effluent from an ionic liquid alkylation
process as described in WO2011/015639. Solids have been removed.
[0059] The results are summarized in Table 1.2.

Table 1.1 Viscosities (in cP) of toluene-fresh CIL and toluene-spent CIL mixtures at 20 °C and at 30 °C

Toluene-fresh CIL

Mass fraction of toluene, % 0 10.47 23.14 33.11 39.01
20 °C - 36.13 15.74 8.43 6.15

30 °C 47.83 24.93 11.49 6.43 4.76

Toluene-spent CIL

Mass fraction of toluene, % 0 11.76 25.74 35.61 37.45
20 °C - 45.3 17.43 7.72 7.44

30 °C 111.54 38.17 13.63 7.85 7.16

Table 1.2 Viscosities (in cP) of DCM-fresh CIL and DCM-spent CIL mixtures at 20 °C and at 30 °C

DCM-fresh CIL

Mass fraction of DCM, % 0 12.79 31.21 44.58 48.93
20 °C 69.79 22.31 7.38 3.36 2.94
30 °C 47.83 10.69 4.57 3.34 2.17
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[0060] The viscosities of the mixtures as a function of DCM contents are shown in Fig 3 and Fig 4.
[0061] The measurements show that at both temperatures the viscosity of the DCM-spent CIL mixture is higher than
that of the DCM-fresh CIL mixture at the same mass fraction of DCM, and nearly the same when the mass fraction of
DCM is higher than 35%. When the mass fraction of DCM is less than 15%, viscosities at the measured temperatures
for both fresh CIL and spent CIL show a steep decrease with increase of the mass fraction of DCM. When the mass
fraction of DCM is between 15% and 35%, viscosities of both fresh CIL and spent CIL show lighter decrease. When the
mass fraction of DCM is between 35% and 50%, viscosities for both fresh CIL and spent CIL show almost no change
any more. The viscosity of DCM is significantly lower than that of CIL. Therefore at higher DCM contents, the viscosities
for CIL + DCM mixtures will finally decrease to the DCM viscosity (0.51 cP at 30 °C).

Example 2

Static settling experiment

[0062] In the glove box, a spent ionic liquid (IL) sample (taken from the catalyst & solids-comprising effluent from an
ionic liquid alkylation process as described in WO2011/015639, with the differences that runtime was 178 h, temperature
was 24 °C, isobutane/butene ratio was 14 and 0.9 kg of HCl was added throughout the run) was homogenized by
thorough shaking for 30 sec. Subsequently, three portions of about 20 mL of IL were poured into three 100 mL graduated
cylinders. Then three portions of about 20 mL of solvent were added into the graduated cylinders respectively. The
solvents were octane, toluene and DCM. The three graduated cylinders were sealed and homogenized by thorough
shaking for 30-60 sec at the same time. Then the three graduated cylinders were put aside and phenomena were
observed. The settlement of solids was recorded at regular intervals.

2.1 Results and conclusion

[0063] At t = 0, the liquid phases in the graduated cylinders were all very well mixed.
[0064] At t = 10 minutes, the IL+octane mixture had separated in two phases (octane, a bit turbid, at the top, IL with
homogeneously dispersed solids at the bottom) of almost equal volume. Thus, the miscibility of octane in IL is very small.
Further, the IL+toluene mixture had separated into two phases, of which the toluene phase (top) was about 1/8 of the
total volume, and IL with homogeneously dispersed solids (bottom). This means that the miscibility of toluene in IL is
relatively large. The IL+DCM mixture was still one phase with homogeneously dispersed solids. Thus, DCM and composite
IL are fully miscible.
[0065] Hereafter the liquid/liquid levels in the cylinders with octane and toluene added remained constant and the
cylinder with DCM added remained one liquid phase. Subsequently, the liquid phases with homogeneously dispersed
solids started to separate in a clear liquid mixture of IL and solvent and a turbid liquid phase containing dispersed solids.
During settling the interface level between the clear IL/solvent mixture and the turbid phase decreased and the levels
are recorded in Table 2.1.
[0066] At t = 98.5 hours, there was no significant change in the cylinder with the IL+octane mixture. Minor solids settling
was observed. In the cylinder with the IL+toluene mixture, settling had continued. Three phases were visible. The toluene
phase (top) was still about 1/8 of the total volume. The level of the turbid liquids/solids phase (bottom) was clearly visible
at about 25% of the total volume. In the cylinder with the IL+DCM mixture, two phases were visible and the level of the
liquid/solids phase had decreased to about 15% of the total volume.
[0067] The results of this experiment indicated that the settling time of solids in IL can be significantly reduced by
adding DCM or toluene. The changes of the interface between the clear IL/solvent mixture and turbid phase level are
recorded in Table 2.1.

(continued)

DCM-spent CIL

Mass fraction of DCM, % 0 15.36 33.25 45.58 50.73
20 °C - 29.01 7.64 3.76 2.97
30 °C 111.5 4 21.67 6.40 3.17 2.53

Table 2.1 The settlement of solids in IL with solvent

Sample IL+n-octane (comparative) IL+toluene IL+DCM

Settling time clear IL/solvent mixture and turbid phase interface level, mL
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Example 3

Cen tri fuga ti on experiment

3.1 Centrifugation without solvent

[0068] In the glove box, a spent ionic liquid (IL) sample similar as started with in Example 2 was homogenized by
thoroughly shaking for 30 sec. Subsequently, an amount of about 10 mL of IL was poured into a 10 mL centrifuge tube.
The tube was tightly closed, and transferred out of the glove box. Subsequently, the tube was centrifuged at 2000 rpm
for 30 min. The settlement of solids was recorded. There was no clear separation visible between solids and ionic liquid.
After a further 450 minutes of centrifugation at 2000 rpm, separation of solids was visible. The level of the solids enriched
phase was visible at about 1/8 of the total volume.

3.2 Centrifugation with DCM

[0069] In the glove box, a spent ionic liquid (IL) sample similar as started with in Example 3.1 was homogenized by
thoroughly shaking for 30 sec. Subsequently, an amount of about 6.5 mL of IL was poured into a 10 mL centrifuge tube.

(continued)

Sample IL+n-octane (comparative) IL+toluene IL+DCM

10min 20.0 34.0 38.0

20min 20.0 34.0 35.5
30min 20.0 34.0 33.2
40min 20.0 33.0 31.5
50min 20.0 32.5 29.0
60min 20.0 32.0 27.0
1. 5h 20.0 30.0 21.5

2.0h 20.0 27.5 17.5
2.5h 20.0 25.0 16.0
3.0h 20.0 23.0 15.6
3.5h 20.0 20.5 15.0
4.0h 20.0 18.5 14.5
4.5h 20.0 17.0 14.0

5.0h 20.0 17.0 14.0
5.5h 20.0 16.0 13.5
6.0h 20.0 16.0 13.5
7.0h 20.0 15.5 13.0
8.0h 20.0 15.0 12.5

9.0h 20.0 14.5 12.2
10.0h 20.0 14.2 12.0
11.0h 20.0 14.0 12.0
12.0h 20.0 14.0 11.7
14.0h 20.0 14.0 11.5
15.0h 20.0 13.5 11.2

16.5h 20.0 13.0 11.0
26.5h 20.0 12.0 10.0
31.0h 20.0 11.3 9.3
35.0h 20.0 11.0 9.0
49.5h 19.8 10.0 8.0
57.5h 19.8 10.0 8.0

73.5h 19.8 9.5 7.0
Settling time clear IL/solvent mixture and turbid phase interface level, mL

98.5h 19.8 8.9 6.2
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Then an amount of about 3.5 mL of DCM was added to the tube. The tube was tightly closed, transferred out of the
glove box and thoroughly shaken until a homogeneous mixture was obtained. Subsequently, the tube was centrifuged
at 2000 rpm for 15 min. Solid and ionic liquid had clearly separated. The level of the solids was visible at about 1/9 of
the total volume.

3.3 Centrifugation with toluene

[0070] In the glove box, a spent ionic liquid (IL) sample similar as started with in Example 3.1 was homogenized by
thoroughly shaking for 30 sec. Subsequently, an amount of about 6.5 mL of IL was poured into a 10 mL centrifuge tube.
Then an amount of about 3.5 mL of toluene was added to the tube. The tube was tightly closed, transferred out of the
glove box and thoroughly shaken until a homogeneous mixture was obtained. Subsequently, the tube was centrifuged
at 2000 rpm for 20 min. Solid and ionic liquid had clearly separated. The level of the solids was visible at about 1/6 of
the total volume.
[0071] The results of experiments 1-3 demonstrate that the centrifugation time of a mixture of solids+IL for separation
of the solids can be significantly reduced by adding solvents like DCM or toluene.

Examples 4-9

Solvent removal

[0072] In the glovebox, 10 mL of DCM were dissolved into 10 mL of fresh composite IL. Then the DCM was extracted
from the IL+DCM mixture in two times by using a certain amount of n-octane. The results are show in table 3.

[0073] In the glovebox, 8 mL of toluene were dissolved into 10 mL of fresh composite IL. Then toluene was extracted
from the IL+Toluene mixture in two times by using a certain amount of n-octane.
[0074] The results are show in table 4.

[0075] In an autoclave (500 mL), 160 mL of toluene was dissolved into 200 mL of fresh composite IL. The stirrer was
started (500 rpm), and then the autoclave was controlled to the setting of 30 °C. Isobutane was continuously pumped
into the autoclave by the plunger pump (500 mL/h). The pressure in the autoclave was maintained at 0.5 MPa. In the

Table 3

Example No. Example 4 Example 5

Volume of IL, mL 10.0 10.0

Volume of DCM, mL 10.0 10.0

Volume of IL+DCM, mL 19.9 19.9

First extraction Volume of octane, mL 10.0 20.0

Volume of IL+DCM after extraction, mL 14.0 13.0

Second extraction
Volume of octane, mL 10.0 20.0

Volume of IL+DCM after extraction, mL 11.0 10.5

Table 4

Example No. Example 6 Example 7

Volume of IL, mL 10.0 10.0

Volume of toluene, mL 8.0 8.0

Volume of IL+toluene, mL 18.0 18.0

First extraction
Volume of octane, mL 9.0 18.0

Volume of IL+toluene after extraction, mL 12 11.7

Second extraction
Volume of octane, mL 9.0 18.0

Volume of IL+toluene after extraction, mL 10.5 10.0
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top part of the autoclave phase separation between the ionic liquid and the hydrocarbon phase took place. Toluene was
extracted from the IL+Toluene mixture by using a certain amount of isobutane. After extraction, isobutane was removed
by evaporation in the autoclave, then the volume of IL+Toluene was measured. (See Fig. 5) The results are show in table 5.

[0076] The results of experiments 4-9 show that the solvent added to lower the viscosity as used in experiments 1-3
can be removed successfully from the ionic liquid by extraction.

Example 5

5.1 The separation of solids and liquid for spent ionic liquid

[0077] In the glove box a spent(used)ionic liquid (IL) sample (taken from the catalyst & solids-comprising effluent from
an ionic liquid alkylation process as described in WO2011/015639, with the differences that runtime was 42 h, the
temperature was 24°C, isobutene/butane ratio was 16 and 0.7 kg of HCl was added throughout the run) was homogenized
by thorough shaking for 10-15 sec. Subsequently, an amount of about 8 mL of IL was poured into a 10 mL centrifuge
tube. The tube was tightly closed, transferred out of the glovebox and centrifuged at 4000 rpm for 45 min.
[0078] A sample of 141.1 mg of IL was taken from the top 5 mm of the liquid in the tube and transferred into a weighed
25 mL round bottom flask. The remaining liquid in the centrifuge tube was decanted from the solid into a weighed 10
mL bottle and the tube was drained by clamping it upside down for 30 min. The centrifuge tube was weighed to determine
the amount of "Isolated Paste" (1.379 g).

5.2 Isolation of solids and IL from Paste

[0079] In the glovebox 10 g of DCM was added to the isolated paste of example 5.1 in the centrifuge tube. The tube
was tightly closed, transferred out of the glovebox and thoroughly shaken until a fully dispersed solid material was
obtained. Subsequently the tube was centrifuged at 2000 rpm for 10 min, and then transferred back into the glovebox.
The DCM extract was decanted in a round bottom flask (100 mL). The residue was once more extracted with about 10
g of DCM as described above. The DCM extracts were combined, transferred to a Schlenk line and evaporated under
vacuum at 40 °C. The residue was transferred back into the glovebox and weighed (0.921 g) ("Isolated IL from paste").
[0080] The extraction residue in the centrifuge tube was also dried (at room temperature) under vacuum and weighed
(0.450 g) ("Isolated solids from paste").

5.3 The destruction of IL to prepare solutions for elemental analysis

[0081] The round bottom flask containing the IL fraction of example 5.1 was closed by a septum inlet adapter. The
flask was cooled to about 0-5 °C in about 15 min. Then, 5 mL of cooled demi-water was measured in a syringe and
transferred to the sample flask via the septum. After injection of the water, the flask was moderately swirled until a
homogenized solution was obtained. The inlet adapter was removed and the solution in the flask was diluted to about
10-15 mL with demi-water. Subsequently the solution was acidified to pH 2-1, using 3 drops of nitric acid (65%). A stir-
bar was added and air was gently bubbled through the stirred solution for 30 min. The solution was quantitatively
transferred into a bottle (100 mL) using demi-water rinsing.
[0082] The total amount of water was dosed to arrive at 100.0 g sample solution. The bottle was closed and homog-
enized.
[0083] This solution was suitable for chloride analysis via coulometric titration.
[0084] Next, an amount of 10.00 g of the obtained solution was diluted with demi-water to 100.0 g in a bottle (100 mL).
The 1:10 diluted solution was suitable for Al and Cu analysis by ICP-AES. The results are listed in Table 6.

Table 5

Example No. Example 8 Example 9

Volume of IL, mL 200 200

Volume of toluene, mL 160 160

Volume of isobutane, mL 1000 2000

Volume of IL+toluene after extraction, mL 211 198
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5.4 Preparation of solution from "Isolated solids from paste" for elemental analysis.

[0085] Example 5.3 was repeated for preparation of a solution from 111.9 mg of the isolated solids of example 5.2 for
elemental analysis.
[0086] The results are listed in Table 6.

5.5 Preparation of solution from "Isolated IL from paste" for elemental analysis.

[0087] Example 5.3 was repeated for preparation of a solution from 156.9 mg of the isolated IL of example 5.2 for
elemental analysis.
[0088] The results are listed in Table 6.

[0089] The results of examples 5.1-5.5 demonstrate that between "Isolated IL" and "Isolated IL from Paste", there is
no significant difference in the results from elemental analysis. This indicates that IL can be extracted from the paste
with DCM and easily recoverd by evaporation of DCM.

Example 6

6.1 The alkylation test to obtain used IL

[0090] About 400 g of fresh composite IL was placed into an autoclave (1000 mL). The stirrer was started (900 rpm),
and then the autoclave was controlled to the setting of 25 °C. Isobutane/butene feed (Isobutane/2-butene ratio was 9.3)
was continuously pumped into the autoclave by a plunger pump at a rate of 700 mL/h. The pressure in the autoclave
was maintained at 0.6 MPa.
[0091] When the autoclave was introduced with 2.0 kg of isobutane/butene feed (isobutane/2-butene ratio was 9.3)
a sample of the upper part of the autoclave(containing the hydrocarbon phase) was taken and this sample (sample 1)
was analyzed by gas chromatography. The results are shown in Table 7.
[0092] When the autoclave was introduced with 15 kg of isobutane/butene feed (Isobutane/2-butene ratio was 9.3)
the pump and the stirrer were stopped. Phase separation took place, where after the lower phase, containing spent IL,
was isolated.

6.2 The Isolation of IL from Paste.

[0093] The spent IL of example 6.1 was centrifuged at 4000 rpm for 5 hours. The 301.12 g "isolated IL" was decanted
from the paste into a bottle and 85.28 g of paste was obtained.
[0094] In the glovebox about 50 g of DCM was added to the paste in the centrifuge bottle. The bottle was tightly closed,
transferred out of the glove box and thoroughly shaken until a solid material was fully dispersed. Subsequently the bottle
was centrifuged at 4000 rpm for 30 minutes, and then transferred into the glovebox. The DCM extracts was decanted
in a round bottom flask (500 mL). The residue was eight times more extracted with about 50 g of DCM as described
above. The DCM extracts were combined, and evaporated under vacuum at room temperature. The residue was weighed
(62.24 g) ("Isolated IL from paste").

6.3 The alkylation test of "Isolated IL from paste"

[0095] "Isolated IL from paste" sample of example 6.2 was placed into an autoclave (280 mL). The stirrer was started
(1000 rpm) and then the autoclave was controlled at 25 °C. Isobutane/butene feed (Isobutane/2-butene ratio was 9.3)
was continuously pumped into the autoclave by a plunger pump at a rate of 500 mL/h. Example 6.1 was repeated for
the alkylation test of "isolated IL from paste"..
[0096] When the autoclave was introduced with 0.5 kg of isobutane feed/butene feed (isobutane/2-butene ratio was
9.3) a sample was taken and this sample (sample 2) was analyzed by gas chromatography. The results are shown in

Table 6 Result of elemental analysis

Sample Cl, wt% Al, wt% Cu, wt% Sum, wt% Mass, g

Isolated IL 51.8 11.6 1.6 65.0 10.40
Isolated IL from paste 52.4 11.5 1.4 65.2 0.92

Isolated solids from paste 37.8 0.6 51.4 89.8 0.45
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Table 7.

6.4 The alkylation test of Isolated IL

[0097] About 60 g of isolated IL of example 6.2 was placed into an autoclave (280 mL). The stirrer was started (1000
rpm)and then the autoclave was controlled at 25 °C. Isobutane/butene feed (isobutane/2-butene ratio was 9.3) was
continuously pumped into the autoclave by a plunger pump at a rate of 500 mL/h. Example 6.1 was repeated for the
alkylation test of "isolated IL".
[0098] When the autoclave was introduced with 0.5 kg of isobutane feed/butene feed (isobutane/2-butene ratio was
9.3) a sample was taken and this sample (sample 3) was analyzed by gas chromatography. The results are shown in
Table 7.

6.5 The alkylation test of fresh IL

[0099] About 60 g of fresh composite IL was placed into an autoclave (280 mL). The alkylation conditions and procedures
are same as examples 6.3 and 6.4. A sample (sample 4) was taken after 0.5 kg of isobutane/butene feed (isobutane/2-
butene ratio was 9.3) was introduced to the autoclave. This sample 4 was analyzed by gas chromatography and the
results are shown in Table 7.

[0100] The selectivities of IL, extracted from solid (paste)and isolated by centrifuging of used IL, are very similar. The
examples 6.1-6.5 shows that IL extracted from the paste can be reused in the ILA process without significant loss of
selectivity.

Claims

1. A process for preparing alkylate comprising the subsequent steps (a), (b) and (c):

(a) an alkylation step, wherein in a reaction zone a hydrocarbon mixture comprising at least an isoparaffin and
an olefin is reacted with an ionic liquid catalyst to obtain an effluent comprising alkylate and solids, which latter
are formed as side products in the alkylation step;
(b) a separation step, wherein at least part of the alkylate-comprising effluent coming from the reaction zone is
separated in a separator unit into a hydrocarbon-rich phase and an ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase which latter
phase also comprises solids formed as side products during the alkylation reaction; and
(c) a solids removal step, wherein the solids in ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase are separated from the ionic liquid
catalyst using a suitable separating device;

wherein the process further comprises a step following the separation step (b) and prior to the solids removal step
(c), wherein an amount of an organic solvent is added to the ionic liquid catalyst-rich phase, which organic solvent
has a viscosity which is significantly lower than that of the ionic liquid and which solvent is at least partially miscible
with the ionic liquid.

2. The process of claim 1, wherein the organic solvent is selected from aromatic solvents, halogenated aliphatic
hydrocarbons, acetonitrile or mixtures thereof.

3. The process of claim 1 or 2, wherein the mass fraction of the organic solvent, when added to the ionic liquid catalyst-
rich phase, is 5-60 wt.

4. The process of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the organic solvent is added via a pipeline by in-line mixing

Table 7 Composition of alkylate

Sample C5-C7 wt% TMP wt% DMH wt% T/D C9+ wt% RON

1 10.9 73.0 10.8 6.8 5.3 94.4
2 12.1 70.7 11.6 6.1 5.6 93.1
3 11.8 71.2 11.6 6.1 5.4 93.4
4 9.8 75.1 10.9 6.9 4.2 95.0
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in the pipeline connection between the separator unit and the solid separating device.

5. The process of any one of the preceding claims, wherein the solid separating device is a centrifugation device.

6. The process of any one of the preceding claims, further comprising removal of the organic solvent after solids removal.

7. The process of claim 6, wherein the organic solvent is removed by a distillation unit or isobutane extraction followed
by distillation.

8. The process of claim 7, wherein the organic solvent is purified by distillation device, from which the heavy ends
(high boiling point components) is removed.

9. The process of claim 6, wherein the organic solvent is recycled to separator unit.

10. The process of claim 6, wherein the resulting ionic liquid is recycled to the reaction zone and re-used in the alkylation
process.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Herstellung eines Alkylats, umfassend die nachfolgenden Schritte (a), (b) und (c):

(a) einen Schritt zur Alkylierung, wobei in einem Reaktionsbereich ein Kohlenwasserstoffgemisch, umfassend
mindestens ein Isoparaffin und ein Olefin, in Reaktion mit einem Ionenflüssigkeitskatalysator gebracht wird, um
einen Abfluss zu erhalten, der ein Alkylat und Feststoffe umfasst, wobei Letztere als Nebenprodukte im Schritt
zur Alkylierung gebildet werden;
(b) einen Schritt zur Trennung, wobei mindestens ein Teil des alkylathaltigen Abflusses, der aus dem Reakti-
onsbereich kommt, in einer Trenneinheit in eine kohlenwasserstoffreiche Phase und eine ionenflüssigkeitska-
talysatorreiche Phase getrennt wird, wobei letztere Phase auch Feststoffe umfasst, die als Nebenprodukte
während der Alkylierungsreaktion gebildet werden; und
(c) einen Schritt zur Entfernung von Feststoffen, wobei die Feststoffe in der ionenflüssigkeitskatalysatorreichen
Phase vom Ionenflüssigkeitskatalysator unter Verwendung einer geeigneten Trennvorrichtung getrennt werden;

wobei das Verfahren ferner einen Schritt nach dem Schritt zur Trennung (b) und vor dem Schritt zur Entfernung von
Feststoffen (c) umfasst, wobei eine Menge eines organischen Lösungsmittels zu der ionenflüssigkeitskatalysator-
reichen Phase hinzugefügt wird, wobei das organische Lösungsmittel eine Viskosität aufweist, die deutlich geringer
ist als jene der Ionenflüssigkeit, und wobei das Lösungsmittel mindestens teilweise mit der Ionenflüssigkeit mischbar
ist.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das organische Lösungsmittel ausgewählt wird aus aromatischen Lösungsmitteln,
aliphatischen Halogenkohlenwasserstoffen, Acetonitril oder Gemischen davon.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der Massenanteil des organischen Lösungsmittels, wenn es zu der
ionenflüssigkeitskatalysatorreichen Phase hinzugefügt wird, 5-60 Gew.-% beträgt.

4. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei das organische Lösungsmittel über eine Leitung
durch Inline-Mischen in der Leitungsverbindung zwischen der Trenneinheit und der Feststofftrennvorrichtung hin-
zugefügt wird.

5. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Feststofftrennvorrichtung eine Zentrifugiervor-
richtung ist.

6. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche, ferner umfassend das Entfernen des organischen Lösungs-
mittels nach der Entfernung von Feststoffen.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei das organische Lösungsmittel durch eine Destillationseinheit oder Isobutan-
Extraktion gefolgt von einer Destillation entfernt wird.
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8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei das organische Lösungsmittel durch eine Destillationsvorrichtung gereinigt wird,
von der die schwere Fraktion (Komponenten mit hohem Siedepunkt) entfernt wird.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei das organische Lösungsmittel zur Trenneinheit zurückgeführt wird.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei die resultierende Ionenflüssigkeit zu dem Reaktionsbereich zurückgeführt und
im Verfahren zur Alkylierung wiederverwendet wird.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour la préparation d’alkylat comprenant les étapes (a), (b) et (c) suivantes :

(a) une étape d’alkylation, dans laquelle dans une zone de réaction, un mélange hydrocarboné comprenant au
moins une isoparaffine et une oléfine est mis à réagir avec un catalyseur liquide ionique pour obtenir un effluent
comprenant alkylat et solides, ces derniers prenant la forme de sous-produits dans l’étape d’alkylation ;
(b) une étape de séparation, dans laquelle au moins une partie de l’effluent comprenant l’alkylat venant de la
zone de réaction est séparée dans une unité de séparation en une phase riche en hydrocarbures et une phase
riche en catalyseur liquide ionique, cette dernière phase comprenant également des solides prenant la forme
de sous-produits au cours de la réaction d’alkylation ; et
(c) une étape d’élimination de solides, dans laquelle les solides en phase riche en catalyseur liquide ionique
sont séparés du catalyseur liquide ionique à l’aide d’un dispositif de séparation approprié ;

dans lequel le procédé comprend en outre une étape suivant l’étape de séparation (b) et préalable à l’étape d’éli-
mination de solides (c), dans lequel une quantité d’un solvant organique est ajoutée à la phase riche en catalyseur
liquide ionique, lequel solvant organique a une viscosité qui est sensiblement inférieure à celle du liquide ionique
et lequel solvant est au moins partiellement miscible avec le liquide ionique.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le solvant organique est choisi parmi les solvants aromatiques, les
hydrocarbures aliphatiques halogénés, l’acétonitrile ou des mélanges de ceux-ci.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel la fraction massique du solvant organique, lorsqu’elle est ajoutée
à la phase riche en catalyseur liquide ionique, est de 5 à 60 % en poids.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le solvant organique est ajouté via
une canalisation par mélange en ligne dans le raccord de canalisation entre l’unité de séparation et le dispositif de
séparation de solides.

5. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le dispositif de séparation de solides
est un dispositif de centrifugation.

6. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, comprenant en outre l’élimination du solvant
organique après l’élimination des solides.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel le solvant organique est éliminé par une unité de distillation ou
d’extraction d’isobutane suivie d’une distillation.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel le solvant organique est purifié à l’aide d’un dispositif de distillation,
dont les fractions lourdes (composants à point d’ébullition élevé) sont éliminées.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel le solvant organique est recyclé vers l’unité de séparation.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel le liquide ionique résultant est recyclé vers la zone de réaction et
réutilisé dans le procédé d’alkylation.
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