
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
37

6 
14

0
B

1
*EP003376140B1*

(11) EP 3 376 140 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
25.12.2019 Bulletin 2019/52

(21) Application number: 18171100.3

(22) Date of filing: 27.11.2015

(51) Int Cl.:
F25B 13/00 (2006.01) F25B 49/00 (2006.01)

F25B 49/02 (2006.01)

(54) REFRIGERATION CYCLE APPARATUS AND REFRIGERATION CYCLE SYSTEM

KÄLTEKREISLAUFVORRICHTUNG UND KÄLTEKREISLAUFVERFAHREN

DISPOSITIF À CYCLE DE RÉFRIGÉRATION ET SYSTÈME À CYCLE DE RÉFRIGÉRATION

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 03.04.2015 PCT/JP2015/060669

(43) Date of publication of application: 
19.09.2018 Bulletin 2018/38

(60) Divisional application: 
18193302.9 / 3 435 007
19166695.7 / 3 527 916

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
15887757.1 / 3 147 595

(73) Proprietor: Mitsubishi Electric Corporation
Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

(72) Inventor: SUZUKI, Yasuhiro
Tokyo, Tokyo 100-8310 (JP)

(74) Representative: Pfenning, Meinig & Partner mbB
Patent- und Rechtsanwälte 
Joachimsthaler Straße 10-12
10719 Berlin (DE)

(56) References cited:  
WO-A1-2013/038704 WO-A1-2013/183414
JP-A- H06 221 641 JP-A- H08 327 195
JP-A- H10 300 294 JP-A- 2002 098 393



EP 3 376 140 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a refrigeration
cycle apparatus and a refrigeration cycle system.

Background Art

[0002] In Patent Literature 1, a refrigeration apparatus
is disclosed. The refrigeration apparatus includes a re-
frigerant detection unit configured to detect a refrigerant
leakage and a controller configured to drive an air-blow-
ing fan for a condenser or for an evaporator when the
refrigerant detection unit detects a refrigerant leakage.
In the refrigeration apparatus, refrigerant is diffused or
exhausted by the air-blowing fan driven by the controller
when a refrigerant leakage occurs, to thereby prevent an
increase in a refrigerant concentration at a predeter-
mined point. The controller is configured to stop driving
the air-blowing fan when the refrigerant is no longer de-
tected by the refrigerant detection unit as a result of dif-
fusing or exhausting the refrigerant after the air-blowing
fan is driven due to the detection of a refrigerant leakage.
Further, in Patent Literature 1, it is disclosed that, after
the detection of the refrigerant leakage, irrespective of
the subsequent detection signals, the air-blowing fan
may be driven for a fixed time period with a timer or driven
until a worker turns on a switch for stopping energization.
[0003] Document WO2013/183414A1 discloses a re-
frigeration cycle apparatus comprising a refrigerant de-
tection unit configured to detect the refrigerant and a con-
troller.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0004] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Pat-
ent Application Publication No. Hei 8-327195

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0005] However, in the refrigeration apparatus accord-
ing to Patent Literature 1, the controller is configured to
stop the air-blowing fan when the refrigerant detection
unit no longer detects refrigerant to stop outputting a de-
tection signal, that is, when a concentration of leaked
refrigerant becomes zero. Therefore, the air-blowing fan
keeps being driven unless an indoor refrigerant concen-
tration becomes zero, and unnecessary energy is con-
sumed, which raises a problem in that a user is made to
pay an unnecessary electricity expense. Meanwhile,
when the air-blowing fan is driven for a fixed time period
with a timer or driven until a worker turns off a switch to
stop energization, refrigerant still leaks even after the air-

blowing fan is stopped. Therefore, there is a problem in
that the indoor refrigerant concentration is liable to in-
crease locally after the air-blowing fan is stopped.
[0006] Further, once the refrigerant detection unit (for
example, hot-wire type semiconductor gas sensor) is ex-
posed to a refrigerant atmosphere, detection character-
istics of the refrigerant detection unit are changed. How-
ever, it is difficult to determine whether or not the hot-
wire type semiconductor gas sensor has been exposed
to the refrigerant atmosphere, and hence there is a prob-
lem in that the refrigerant detection unit having the
changed detection characteristics is liable to be kept in
continuous use.
[0007] In addition, there is a problem in that, when a
failure occurs in the refrigerant detection unit, the failed
refrigerant detection unit is liable to be kept in continuous
use.
[0008] The present invention has been made in order
to overcome at least one of the above-mentioned prob-
lems, and has a first object to provide a refrigeration cycle
apparatus and a refrigeration cycle system that are ca-
pable of inhibiting a refrigerant concentration from in-
creasing locally even if refrigerant leaks and preventing
unnecessary energy from being consumed.
[0009] Further, the present invention has a second ob-
ject to provide a refrigeration cycle apparatus and a re-
frigeration cycle system that are capable of preventing a
refrigerant detection unit having changed detection char-
acteristics from being kept in continuous use.
[0010] Further, the present invention has a third object
to provide a refrigeration cycle apparatus and a refriger-
ation cycle system that are capable of preventing a failed
refrigerant detection unit from being kept in continuous
use.

Solution to Problem

[0011] According to the present invention, there is pro-
vided a refrigeration cycle apparatus according to claim
1.
[0012] Further, according to a comparative example
useful for understanding the present invention, there is
provided a refrigeration cycle apparatus, including: a re-
frigeration cycle configured to circulate refrigerant; a heat
exchanger unit configured to accommodate at least a
heat exchanger of the refrigeration cycle; and a controller
configured to control the heat exchanger unit, in which:
the heat exchanger unit includes: an air-blowing fan; and
a refrigerant detection unit configured to detect a con-
centration of leaked refrigerant and to output a detection
signal to the controller; and the controller is configured
to operate the air-blowing fan when detecting leakage of
the refrigerant, and to stop the air-blowing fan when a
temporal change of the concentration of the leaked re-
frigerant is negative.
[0013] Further, according to a comparative example
useful for understanding the present invention, there is
provided a refrigeration cycle apparatus, including: a re-
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frigeration cycle configured to circulate refrigerant; a heat
exchanger unit configured to accommodate at least a
heat exchanger of the refrigeration cycle; and a controller
configured to control the heat exchanger unit, in which:
the heat exchanger unit includes a refrigerant detection
unit configured to detect the refrigerant; the controller
includes: a control board to which the refrigerant detec-
tion unit is unremovably connected; and a nonvolatile
memory provided on the control board; the nonvolatile
memory is provided with a leakage history storage area
for storing any one of first information indicating a state
of absence of refrigerant leakage history and second in-
formation indicating a state of presence of a refrigerant
leakage history; information stored in the leakage history
storage area is allowed to be changed from the first in-
formation to the second information only in one way; and
the controller is configured to change the information
stored in the leakage history storage area from the first
information to the second information when detecting the
leakage of the refrigerant.
[0014] Further, according to a comparative example
useful for understanding the present invention, there is
provided a refrigeration cycle apparatus, including: a re-
frigeration cycle configured to circulate refrigerant; a heat
exchanger unit configured to accommodate at least a
heat exchanger of the refrigeration cycle; and a controller
configured to control the heat exchanger unit, in which:
the heat exchanger unit includes a refrigerant detection
unit configured to detect the refrigerant; the controller
includes: a control board to which the refrigerant detec-
tion unit is unremovably connected; and a nonvolatile
memory provided on the control board; the nonvolatile
memory is provided with a failure history storage area
for storing any one of first information indicating a state
of having no failure history in the refrigerant detection
unit and second information indicating a state of having
a failure history in the refrigerant detection unit; informa-
tion stored in the failure history storage area is allowed
to be changed from the first information to the second
information only in one way; and the controller is config-
ured to change the information stored in the failure history
storage area from the first information to the second in-
formation when the refrigerant detection unit fails.
[0015] Further, according to a comparative example
useful for understanding the present invention, there is
provided a refrigeration cycle system, including: a refrig-
eration cycle apparatus including: a refrigeration cycle
configured to circulate refrigerant; and a controller con-
figured to control the refrigeration cycle; an air-blowing
fan controlled by the controller; and a refrigerant detec-
tion unit configured to detect a concentration of leaked
refrigerant and to output a detection signal to the control-
ler, in which the controller is configured to operate the
air-blowing fan when detecting leakage of the refrigerant,
and to stop the air-blowing fan triggered by becoming
positive from negative of a temporal change of the con-
centration of the leaked refrigerant.
[0016] Further, according to a comparative example

useful for understanding the present invention, there is
provided a refrigeration cycle system, including: a refrig-
eration cycle apparatus including: a refrigeration cycle
configured to circulate refrigerant; and a controller con-
figured to control the refrigeration cycle; an air-blowing
fan controlled by the controller; and a refrigerant detec-
tion unit configured to detect a concentration of leaked
refrigerant and to output a detection signal to the control-
ler, in which the controller is configured to operate the
air-blowing fan when detecting leakage of the refrigerant,
and to stop the air-blowing fan when a temporal change
of the concentration of the leaked refrigerant is negative.
[0017] Further, according to a comparative example
useful for understanding the present invention, there is
provided a refrigeration cycle system, including: a refrig-
eration cycle apparatus including: a refrigeration cycle
configured to circulate refrigerant; and a controller con-
figured to control the refrigeration cycle; and a refrigerant
detection unit configured to detect the refrigerant, in
which: the controller includes: a control board to which
the refrigerant detection unit is unremovably connected;
and a nonvolatile memory provided on the control board;
the nonvolatile memory is provided with a leakage history
storage area for storing any one of first information indi-
cating a state of absence of refrigerant leakage history
and second information indicating a state of presence of
a refrigerant leakage history; information stored in the
leakage history storage area is allowed to be changed
from the first information to the second information only
in one way; and the controller is configured to change
the information stored in the leakage history storage area
from the first information to the second information when
detecting the leakage of the refrigerant.
[0018] Further, according to a comparative example
useful for understanding the present invention, there is
provided a refrigeration cycle system, including: a refrig-
eration cycle apparatus including: a refrigeration cycle
configured to circulate refrigerant; and a controller con-
figured to control the refrigeration cycle; and a refrigerant
detection unit configured to detect the refrigerant, in
which: the controller includes: a control board to which
the refrigerant detection unit is unremovably connected;
and a nonvolatile memory provided on the control board;
the nonvolatile memory is provided with a failure history
storage area for storing any one of first information indi-
cating a state of having no failure history in the refrigerant
detection unit and second information indicating a state
of having a failure history in the refrigerant detection unit;
information stored in the failure history storage area is
allowed to be changed from the first information to the
second information only in one way; and the controller is
configured to change the information stored in the failure
history storage area from the first information to the sec-
ond information when the refrigerant detection unit fails.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0019] According to one embodiment of the present
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invention, even if the refrigerant leaks, the leaked refrig-
erant can be diffused by the air-blowing fan, and hence
it is possible to inhibit the refrigerant concentration from
increasing locally. Further, the air-blowing fan can be
stopped with a trigger that the refrigerant leakage no long-
er exists, and hence it is possible to prevent unnecessary
energy from being consumed.
[0020] Further, according to a comparative example
useful for understanding of the present invention, when
the control board is replaced in order to reset the leakage
history of the refrigerant, the refrigerant detection unit
unremovably connected to the control board is also re-
placed, and hence it is possible to prevent the refrigerant
detection unit having changed detection characteristics
from being kept in continuous use.
[0021] Further, according to a comparative example
useful for understanding of the present invention, when
the control board is replaced in order to reset the failure
history of the refrigerant detection unit, the refrigerant
detection unit unremovably connected to the control
board is also replaced, and hence it is possible to prevent
the failed refrigerant detection unit from being kept in
continuous use.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0022]

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a refrigerant circuit diagram for illus-
trating a schematic configuration of a refrigeration
cycle apparatus according to a first embodiment of
the present invention.
[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a front view for illustrating an external
appearance configuration of an indoor unit 1 of the
refrigeration cycle apparatus according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a front view for schematically illus-
trating an internal structure of the indoor unit 1 of the
refrigeration cycle apparatus according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is a side view for schematically illus-
trating the internal structure of the indoor unit 1 of
the refrigeration cycle apparatus according to the
first embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a diagram for illustrating an example
of a state in which the indoor unit 1 of the refrigeration
cycle apparatus according to the first embodiment
of the present invention is installed in an indoor space
120.
[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 is a graph for showing an example of
a temporal change of a refrigerant concentration ex-
hibited when refrigerant is leaked from the indoor
unit 1 of the refrigeration cycle apparatus according
to the first embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a flowchart for illustrating an example
of a flow of refrigerant leakage detection processing
executed by a controller 30 in the refrigeration cycle
apparatus according to the first embodiment of the

present invention.
[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a state transition diagram for illus-
trating an example of a state transition of the refrig-
eration cycle apparatus according to the first embod-
iment of the present invention.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a flowchart for illustrating an example
of a flow of refrigerant leakage detection processing
executed by the controller 30 in a refrigeration cycle
apparatus according to a second embodiment of the
present invention.
[Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is a graph for showing an example
of a temporal change of a refrigerant concentration
exhibited when refrigerant is leaked from the indoor
unit 1 of a refrigeration cycle apparatus according to
a third embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 11] Fig. 11 is a flowchart for illustrating an ex-
ample of a flow of refrigerant leakage detection
processing executed by the controller 30 in the re-
frigeration cycle apparatus according to the third em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 12] Fig. 12 is a state transition diagram for il-
lustrating an example of a state transition of the re-
frigeration cycle apparatus according to the third em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 13] Fig. 13 is a flowchart for illustrating an ex-
ample of a flow of refrigerant leakage detection
processing executed by the controller 30 in a refrig-
eration cycle apparatus according to a fourth em-
bodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 14] Fig. 14 is a state transition diagram for il-
lustrating an example of a state transition of the re-
frigeration cycle apparatus according to the fourth
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 15] Fig. 15 is a block diagram for illustrating a
configuration of the controller 30 of a refrigeration
cycle apparatus according to a fifth embodiment and
a sixth embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 16] Fig. 16 is a refrigerant circuit diagram for
illustrating a schematic configuration of a refrigera-
tion cycle apparatus according to a seventh embod-
iment of the present invention.
[Fig. 17] Fig. 17 is a front view for illustrating a con-
figuration of a load unit 400 of the refrigeration cycle
apparatus according to the seventh embodiment of
the present invention.
[Fig. 18] Fig. 18 is a diagram for schematically illus-
trating a configuration of an outdoor unit 2 of a re-
frigeration cycle apparatus according to an eighth
embodiment of the present invention.
[Fig. 19] Fig. 19 is a diagram for schematically illus-
trating an overall configuration of a refrigeration cycle
system according to a comparative example useful
for understanding the present invention.
[Fig. 20] Fig. 20 is a block diagram for illustrating a
configuration of the controller 30 of the refrigeration
cycle system according to the comparative example
useful for understanding the present invention.
[Fig. 21] Fig. 21 is a graph for showing an example
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of a temporal change of a refrigerant concentration
exhibited when refrigerant is leaked from an outdoor
unit 602 of the refrigeration cycle system according
to the ninth embodiment of the present invention and
an air-blowing fan 607 for ventilation is operated.
[Fig. 22] Fig. 22 is a graph for showing an example
of the temporal change of the refrigerant concentra-
tion exhibited when the refrigerant is leaked from the
outdoor unit 602 of the refrigeration cycle system
according to the ninth embodiment of the present
invention and the air-blowing fan 607 for ventilation
is operated.

Description of Embodiments

First Embodiment

[0023] A refrigeration cycle apparatus according to a
first embodiment of the present invention is described.
Fig. 1 is a refrigerant circuit diagram for illustrating a sche-
matic configuration of the refrigeration cycle apparatus
according to this embodiment. In this embodiment, a sep-
arate type air-conditioning apparatus is exemplified as
the refrigeration cycle apparatus. Note that, in Fig. 1 and
the subsequent figures, respective components may
have a dimensional relationship, a shape, and the like,
which are different from actual ones.
[0024] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the air-conditioning ap-
paratus includes a refrigeration cycle 40 configured to
circulate refrigerant. The refrigeration cycle 40 includes
a compressor 3, a refrigerant flow switching device 4, a
heat source-side heat exchanger 5 (for example, outdoor
heat exchanger), a pressure reducing device 6, and a
load-side heat exchanger 7 (for example, indoor heat ex-
changer), which are circularly connected sequentially
through refrigerant pipes. Further, the air-conditioning
apparatus includes an indoor unit 1 (example of a load
unit and example of a heat exchanger unit), which is in-
stalled, for example, indoors and an outdoor unit 2 (ex-
ample of a heat source unit), which is installed, for ex-
ample, outdoors. The indoor unit 1 and the outdoor unit
2 are connected to each other through extension pipes
10a and 10b forming parts of the refrigerant pipes.
[0025] Examples of a refrigerant used as the refriger-
ant to be circulated by the refrigeration cycle 40 include
a slightly flammable refrigerant, e.g., HFO-1234yf or
HFO-1234ze and a strongly flammable refrigerant, e.g.,
R290 or R1270. Those refrigerants may be each used
as a single refrigerant, or may be used as a mixed refrig-
erant obtained by mixing two or more kinds of the refrig-
erants with each other. In the following description, the
refrigerant having a flammability equal to or higher than
a slightly flammable level (for example, 2L or higher in
category of ASHRAE34) is sometimes referred to as
"flammable refrigerant". Further, as the refrigerant to be
circulated by the refrigeration cycle 40, a nonflammable
refrigerant, e.g., R22 or R410A, having a nonflammability
(for example, 1 in category of ASHRAE34) can be used.

Those refrigerants have a density, for example, larger
than that of air underan atmospheric pressure (for exam-
ple, with the temperature being a room temperature (25
degrees Celsius)).
[0026] The compressor 3 is a fluid machine configured
to compress a sucked low-pressure refrigerant and to
discharge the low-pressure refrigerant as high-pressure
refrigerant. The refrigerant flow switching device 4 is con-
figured to switch a flow direction of the refrigerant within
the refrigeration cycle 40 between a cooling operation
time and a heating operation time. As the refrigerant flow
switching device 4, for example, a four-way valve is used.
The heat source-side heat exchanger 5 is a heat ex-
changer configured to serve as a radiator (for example,
condenser) in the cooling operation and to serve as an
evaporator in the heating operation. In the heat source-
side heat exchanger 5, heat is exchanged between the
refrigerant circulated through an inside of the heat
source-side heat exchanger 5 and air (outdoor air) blown
by an outdoor air-blowing fan 5f described later. The pres-
sure reducing device 6 is configured to reduce the pres-
sure of the high-pressure refrigerant such that the high-
pressure refrigerant becomes the low-pressure refriger-
ant. As the pressure reducing device 6, for example, an
electronic expansion valve capable of adjusting its open-
ing degree is used. The load-side heat exchanger 7 is a
heat exchanger configured to serve as an evaporator in
the cooling operation and to serve as a radiator (for ex-
ample, condenser) in the heating operation. In the load-
side heat exchanger 7, heat is exchanged between the
refrigerant circulated through an inside of the load-side
heat exchanger 7 and air blown by an indoor air-blowing
fan 7f described later. In this case, the cooling operation
represents an operation for supplying low-temperature
and low-pressure refrigerant to the load-side heat ex-
changer 7, and the heating operation represents an op-
eration for supplying high-temperature and high-pres-
sure refrigerant to the load-side heat exchanger 7.
[0027] The outdoor unit 2 accommodates the com-
pressor 3, the refrigerant flow switching device 4, the
heat source-side heat exchanger 5, and the pressure re-
ducing device 6. Further, the outdoor unit 2 accommo-
dates the outdoor air-blowing fan 5f configured to supply
outdoor air to the heat source-side heat exchanger 5.
The outdoor air-blowing fan 5f is installed so as to be
opposed to the heat source-side heat exchanger 5. When
the outdoor air-blowing fan 5f is rotated, an airflow pass-
ing through the heat source-side heat exchanger 5 is
generated. As the outdoor air-blowing fan 5f, for example,
a propeller fan is used. The outdoor air-blowing fan 5f is
arranged on, for example, downstream of the heat
source-side heat exchanger 5 along the airflow generat-
ed by the outdoor air-blowing fan 5f.
[0028] The refrigerant pipes arranged in the outdoor
unit 2 include a refrigerant pipe configured to connect
between a gas-side (cooling operation time) extension
pipe connection valve 13a and the refrigerant flow switch-
ing device 4, a suction pipe 11 connected to a suction
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side of the compressor 3, a discharge pipe 12 connected
to a discharge side of the compressor 3, a refrigerant
pipe configured to connect between the refrigerant flow
switching device 4 and the heat source-side heat ex-
changer 5, a refrigerant pipe configured to connect be-
tween the heat source-side heat exchanger 5 and the
pressure reducing device 6, and a refrigerant pipe con-
figured to connect between the pressure reducing device
6 and a liquid-side (cooling operation time) extension
pipe connection valve 13b. The extension pipe connec-
tion valve 13a is formed of a two-way valve capable of
switching between open and close, and has one end to
which a flare joint is mounted. Further, the extension pipe
connection valve 13b is formed of a three-way valve ca-
pable of switching between open and close, and has one
end to which a service port 14a is mounted, which is used
at a time of vacuuming (at a time of preliminary work of
filling the refrigeration cycle 40 with refrigerant), and an
other end to which a flare joint is mounted.
[0029] At both the cooling operation time and the heat-
ing operation time, high-temperature and high-pressure
gas refrigerant compressed by the compressor 3 flows
through the discharge pipe 12. At both the cooling oper-
ation time and the heating operation time, low-tempera-
ture and low-pressure refrigerant (gas refrigerant or two-
phase refrigerant) subjected to an evaporation action
flows through the suction pipe 11. The suction pipe 11 is
connected to a low-pressure-side service port 14b with
a flare joint, and the discharge pipe 12 is connected to a
high-pressure-side service port 14c with a flare joint. The
service ports 14b and 14c are used to connect a pressure
gauge to measure the operating pressure at a time of
installation of the air-conditioning apparatus or at a time
of a trial run for a repair.
[0030] The indoor unit 1 accommodates the load-side
heat exchanger 7. Further, the indoor air-blowing fan 7f
configured to supply air to the load-side heat exchanger
7 is installed in the indoor unit 1. When the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f is rotated, an airflow passing through the
load-side heat exchanger 7 is generated. As the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f, a centrifugal fan (for example, sirocco
fan or turbofan), a cross flow fan, a mixed flow fan, an
axial fan (for example, propeller fan), or other fans is used
depending on a shape of the indoor unit 1. The indoor
air-blowing fan 7f according to this embodiment is ar-
ranged on upstream of the load-side heat exchanger 7
along the airflow generated by the indoor air-blowing fan
7f, but may be arranged on downstream of the load-side
heat exchanger 7.
[0031] Of the refrigerant pipes of the indoor unit 1, a
gas-side indoor pipe 9a is provided in a connection por-
tion to the gas-side extension pipe 10a with a joint portion
15a (for example, flare joint) for connection to the exten-
sion pipe 10a. Further, of the refrigerant pipes of the in-
door unit 1, a liquid-side indoor pipe 9b is provided in a
connection portion to the liquid-side extension pipe 10b
with a joint portion 15b (for example, flare joint) for con-
nection to the extension pipe 10b.

[0032] Further, the indoor unit 1 includes a suction air
temperature sensor 91 configured to detect a tempera-
ture of indoor air sucked from the indoors, a heat ex-
changer inlet temperature sensor 92 configured to detect
a refrigerant temperature in a inlet in the cooling operation
(outlet in the heating operation) of the load-side heat ex-
changer 7, and a heat exchanger temperature sensor 93
configured to detect a refrigerant temperature (evaporat-
ing temperature or condensing temperature) of a two-
phase portion of the load-side heat exchanger 7. In ad-
dition, the indoor unit 1 includes a refrigerant detection
unit 99 described later. Those sensors are configured to
output a detection signal to a controller 30 configured to
control an entirety of the indoor unit 1 or the air-condi-
tioning apparatus.
[0033] The controller 30 includes a microcomputer in-
cluding a CPU, a ROM, a RAM, and an I/O port. The
controller 30 is configured to be able to conduct data
communications to/from an operation unit 26 described
later. The controller 30 according to this embodiment is
configured to control the operation of the entirety of the
indoor unit 1 or the air-conditioning apparatus including
an operation of the indoor air-blowing fan 7f based on an
operation signal received from the operation unit 26, the
detection signal received from the sensors, or other sig-
nals. The controller 30 may be provided inside a casing
of the indoor unit 1, or may be provided inside a casing
of the outdoor unit 2. Further, the controller 30 may in-
clude an outdoor unit controller provided to the outdoor
unit 2 and an indoor unit controller that is provided to the
indoor unit 1 and capable of conducting data communi-
cations to/from the outdoor unit controller.
[0034] Next, a description is made of the operation of
the refrigeration cycle 40 of the air-conditioning appara-
tus. First, the operation in the cooling operation is de-
scribed. In FIG. 1, the solid arrows indicate flow directions
of the refrigerant in the cooling operation. The refrigerant
circuit is configured so that, in the cooling operation, a
refrigerant flow passage is switched by the refrigerant
flow switching device 4 as indicated by the solid line, and
the low-temperature and low-pressure refrigerant flows
into the load-side heat exchanger 7.
[0035] The high-temperature and high-pressure gas
refrigerant discharged from the compressor 3 first flows
into the heat source-side heat exchanger 5 after passing
through the refrigerant flow switching device 4. In the
cooling operation, the heat source-side heat exchanger
5 serves as a condenser. That is, in the heat source-side
heat exchanger 5, heat is exchanged between the refrig-
erant circulated through the inside of the heat-source side
heat exchanger and the air (outdoor air) blown by the
outdoor air-blowing fan 5f, and heat of condensation of
the refrigerant is transferred to the blown air. With this
operation, the refrigerant flowing into the heat source-
side heat exchanger 5 is condensed to become high-
pressure liquid refrigerant. The high-pressure liquid re-
frigerant flows into the pressure reducing device 6, and
has the pressure reduced to become low-pressure two-
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phase refrigerant. The low-pressure two-phase refriger-
ant passes through the extension pipe 10b, and flows
into the load-side heat exchanger 7 of the indoor unit 1.
In the cooling operation, the load-side heat exchanger 7
serves as an evaporator. That is, in the load-side heat
exchanger 7, heat is exchanged between the refrigerant
circulated through the inside of the load-side heat ex-
changer and the air (indoor air) blown by the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f, and heat of evaporation of the refrigerant
is received from the blown air. With this operation, the
refrigerant flowing into the load-side heat exchanger 7
evaporates to become low-pressure gas refrigerant or
two-phase refrigerant. Further, the air blown by the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f is cooled by a heat receiving action of
the refrigerant. The low-pressure gas refrigerant or two-
phase refrigerant evaporated by the load-side heat ex-
changer 7 passes through the extension pipe 10a and
the refrigerant flow switching device 4, and is sucked by
the compressor 3. The refrigerant sucked by the com-
pressor 3 is compressed to become the high-temperature
and high-pressure gas refrigerant. In the cooling opera-
tion, the above-mentioned cycle is repeated.
[0036] Next, the operation in the heating operation is
described. In Fig. 1, the dotted arrows indicate flow di-
rections of the refrigerant in the heating operation. The
refrigerant circuit is configured so that, in the heating op-
eration, the refrigerant flow passage is switched by the
refrigerant flow switching device 4 as indicated by the
dotted line, and the high-temperature and high-pressure
refrigerant flows into the load-side heat exchanger 7. In
the heating operation, the refrigerant flows in a direction
reverse to that of the cooling operation, and the load-side
heat exchanger 7 serves as a condenser. That is, in the
load-side heat exchanger 7, heat is exchanged between
the refrigerant circulated through the inside of the load-
side heat exchanger 7 and the air blown by the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f, and the heat of condensation of the
refrigerant is transferred to the blown air. With this oper-
ation, the air blown by the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is
heated by a heat transferring action of the refrigerant.
[0037] Fig. 2 is a front view for illustrating an external
appearance configuration of the indoor unit 1 of the air-
conditioning apparatus according to this embodiment.
Fig. 3 is a front view for schematically illustrating an in-
ternal structure of the indoor unit 1 (in a state in which a
front panel is removed). Fig. 4 is a side view for sche-
matically illustrating an internal structure of the indoor
unit 1. The left of Fig. 4 indicates a front surface side
(indoor space side) of the indoor unit 1. In this embodi-
ment, as the indoor unit 1, the indoor unit 1 of a floor type,
which is installed on a floor surface of an indoor space
being an air-conditioning target space, is described as
an example. In the following description, positional rela-
tionships (for example, top-bottom relationship) between
respective components are, in principle, exhibited when
the indoor unit 1 is installed in a usable state.
[0038] As illustrated in Fig. 2 to Fig. 4, the indoor unit
1 includes a casing 111 having an upright rectangular

parallelepiped shape. An air inlet 112 configured to suck
air inside the indoor space is formed in a lower portion
of a front surface of the casing 111. The air inlet 112
according to this embodiment is provided in a position
proximate to the floor surface below a center portion of
the casing 111 in a vertical direction. An air outlet 113
configured to blow off the air sucked from the air inlet 112
indoors is formed in the upper portion of the front surface
of the casing 111, that is, in a position higher than the air
inlet 112 (for example, above the center portion of the
casing 111 in the vertical direction). The operation unit
26 is provided to the front surface of the casing 111 above
the air inlet 112 and below the air outlet 113. The oper-
ation unit 26 is connected to the controller 30 through a
communication line, and is capable of conducting mutual
data communications to/from the controller 30. As de-
scribed above, in the operation unit 26, an operation start
operation, an operation end operation, switching of op-
eration modes, setting of a setting temperature and a
setting airflow rate, and other operations are conducted
for the indoor unit 1 (air-conditioning apparatus) based
on a user’s operations. The operation unit 26 may include
a display unit and an audio output unit that are configured
to inform the user of information.
[0039] The casing 111 is a hollow box-like entity, and
a front opening part is formed on a front surface of the
casing 111. The casing 111 includes a first front panel
114a, a second front panel 114b, and a third front panel
114c, which are removably mounted to the front opening
part. The first front panel 114a, the second front panel
114b, and the third front panel 114c all have a substan-
tially rectangular flat outer shape. The first front panel
114a is removably mounted to a lower part of the front
opening part of the casing 111. In the first front panel
114a, the air inlet 112 described above is formed. The
second front panel 114b is arranged immediately above
the first front panel 114a, and is removably mounted to
a center part of the front opening part of the casing 111
in the vertical direction. In the second front panel 114b,
the operation unit 26 described above is provided. The
third front panel 114c is arranged immediately above the
second front panel 114b, and is removably mounted to
an upper part of the front opening part of the casing 111.
In the third front panel 114c, the air outlet 113 described
above is formed.
[0040] An internal space of the casing 111 is roughly
divided into a space 115a being an air-blowing part and
a space 115b being a heat-exchanging part located
above the space 115a. The space 115a and the space
115b are partitioned by a partition portion 20. The parti-
tion portion 20 has, for example, a flat shape, and is ar-
ranged approximately horizontally. In the partition portion
20, at least an air passage opening part 20a is formed
to serve as an air passage between the space 115a and
the space 115b. The space 115a is defined to be exposed
to the front surface side when the first front panel 114a
is removed from the casing 111, and the space 115b is
defined to be exposed to the front surface side when the
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second front panel 114b and the third front panel 114c
are removed from the casing 111. That is, the partition
portion 20 is mounted at approximately the same height
as a height of an upper edge of the first front panel 114a
(or lower edge of the second front panel 114b). In this
case, the partition portion 20 may be formed integrally
with a fan casing 108 described later, may be formed
integrally with a drain pan described later, or may be
formed separately from the fan casing 108 or the drain
pan.
[0041] In the space 115a, the indoor air-blowing fan 7f
configured to cause a flow of air from the air inlet 112 to
the air outlet 113 is arranged. The indoor air-blowing fan
7f according to this embodiment is a sirocco fan including
a motor (not shown) and an impeller 107 that is connected
to an output shaft of the motor and has a plurality of blades
arranged at regular intervals along a circumferential di-
rection. A rotary shaft of the impeller 107 (output shaft of
the motor) is arranged substantially in parallel with a
depth direction of the casing 111. The impeller 107 of the
indoor air-blowing fan 7f is covered with the fan casing
108 having a spiral shape. The fan casing 108 is formed,
for example, separately from the casing 111. A suction
opening 108b for sucking the indoor air through the air
inlet 112 is formed near the center of a spiral of the fan
casing 108. The suction opening 108b is located so as
to be opposed to the air inlet 112. Further, an air outlet
opening part 108a for blowing off the blown air is formed
along a direction of a tangential line of the spiral of the
fan casing 108. The air outlet opening part 108a is located
so as to be directed upward, and is connected to the
space 115b through the air passage opening part 20a of
the partition portion 20. In other words, the air outlet open-
ing part 108a communicates to/from the space 115b
through the air passage opening part 20a. An opening
end of the air outlet opening part 108a and an opening
end of the air passage opening part 20a may be directly
linked to each other, or may be indirectly linked to each
other through a duct member or other members.
[0042] Further, in the space 115a, there is provided an
electrical component box 25 accommodating, for exam-
ple, a microcomputer that forms the controller 30 or other
units, different kinds of electrical components, and a sub-
strate.
[0043] The load-side heat exchanger 7 is arranged in
an air passage 81 within the space 115b. The drain pan
(not shown) configured to receive condensed water that
is condensed on a surface of the load-side heat exchang-
er 7 is provided below the load-side heat exchanger 7.
The drain pan may be formed as a part of the partition
portion 20, or may be formed separately from the partition
portion 20 to be arranged on the partition portion 20.
[0044] The refrigerant detection unit 99 is provided in
a position near and below the vicinity of the suction open-
ing 108b. As the refrigerant detection unit 99, a gas sen-
sor, for example, a semiconductor gas sensor or a hot-
wire type semiconductor gas sensor, is used. The refrig-
erant detection unit 99 is configured to detect, for exam-

ple, a refrigerant concentration within the air around the
refrigerant detection unit 99, and to output the detection
signal to the controller 30. The controller 30 determines
presence or absence of leakage of the refrigerant based
on the detection signal received from the refrigerant de-
tection unit 99.
[0045] In the indoor unit 1, a brazed portion of the load-
side heat exchanger 7 and the joint portions 15a and 15b
are liable to leak the refrigerant. Further, the refrigerant
used in this embodiment has a destiny larger than the air
under the atmospheric pressure. Hence, the refrigerant
detection unit 99 according to this embodiment is provid-
ed in a position lower in height than the load-side heat
exchanger 7 and the joint portions 15a and 15b within
the casing 111. With this arrangement, the refrigerant
detection unit 99 can reliably detect the leaked refrigerant
at least when the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is stopped. In
this embodiment, the refrigerant detection unit 99 is pro-
vided in the position below the suction opening 108b, but
an arrangement position of the refrigerant detection unit
99 may be another position.
[0046] Next, a description is made of how the refriger-
ant concentration changes when the refrigerant leakage
occurs in the indoor unit 1. Fig. 5 is an illustration of an
example of a state in which the indoor unit 1 is installed
in an indoor space 120. In the state illustrated in Fig. 5,
the refrigerant is intentionally leaked from the indoor unit
1 in a stopped state, and the refrigerant concentration
was measured at a measurement point A inside the in-
door unit 1 and near the arrangement position of the re-
frigerant detection unit 99 and a measurement point B
distant from both the indoor unit 1 and the floor surface.
[0047] Fig. 6 is a graph for showing an example of a
temporal change of the refrigerant concentration exhib-
ited when the refrigerant is leaked from the indoor unit
1. In the graph, the horizontal axis represents time, and
the vertical axis represents the refrigerant concentration.
The solid line indicates the temporal change of the re-
frigerant concentration at the measurement point A, and
the broken line indicates the temporal change of the re-
frigerant concentration at the measurement point B. As
shown in Fig. 6, when the refrigerant starts leaking from
the indoor unit 1 at a time T0, the refrigerant concentration
first rises at the measurement point A inside the indoor
unit 1.
[0048] When the refrigerant concentration at the meas-
urement point A (to be precise, refrigerant concentration
detected by the refrigerant detection unit 99) reaches a
threshold value set in advance (time T1 in Fig. 6), the
indoor air-blowing fan 7f of the indoor unit 1 starts being
operated as described later. With this operation, the air
within the indoor space 120 is stirred to diffuse the refrig-
erant, and hence the refrigerant concentration at the
measurement point A is temporarily lowered (from time
T1 to time T2). However, the leakage of the refrigerant
continues in the indoor unit 1, and hence the refrigerant
concentration at the measurement point A starts increas-
ing again at the time T2.
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[0049] Meanwhile, the refrigerant concentration at the
measurement point B distant from both the indoor unit 1
and the floor surface hardly changes immediately after
the refrigerant starts leaking. However, the refrigerant
concentration at the measurement point B steeply rises
when the indoor air-blowing fan 7f starts being operated
(from time T1 to time T2), and when a fixed time period
has elapsed since operation start of the indoor air-blow-
ing fan 7f, substantially matches with the refrigerant con-
centration at the measurement point A (time T2). That is,
the refrigerant leaked from the indoor unit 1 is uniformly
diffused to the entire indoor space 120 by a stirring effect
due to the operation of the indoor air-blowing fan 7f. After
the time T2, the refrigerant concentration rises while
maintaining a substantially uniform state in the entire in-
door space 120.
[0050] When the whole of the refrigerant has leaked
from the indoor unit 1, or when a simple measure for
stopping the refrigerant leakage is completed, the refrig-
erant stops leaking (time T3). When the refrigerant stops
leaking, the refrigerant concentration stops increasing.
Meanwhile, the refrigerant within the indoor space 120
starts leaking outdoors through gaps at the top and the
bottom of a door due to natural ventilation. Therefore,
after the refrigerant stops leaking, the refrigerant concen-
tration within the entire indoor space 120 is gradually
lowered irrespective of whether the indoor air-blowing
fan 7f is operating or is stopped (after time T3). That is,
after the refrigerant stops leaking, the refrigerant concen-
tration can be gradually lowered even when the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f is stopped. Hence, this embodiment is
configured so that the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is stopped
by being triggered by stop of the refrigerant stops leaking.
This can prevent unnecessary energy from being con-
sumed.
[0051] When the refrigerant stops leaking, the tempo-
ral change of the refrigerant concentration shifts from
positive to negative. Therefore, it is possible to determine
whether or not the refrigerant has stopped leaking based
on whether or not the temporal change of the refrigerant
concentration has shifted from positive to negative. In
this case, the temporal change shifting from positive to
negative includes not only a case where the temporal
change shifts directly from positive to negative but also
a case where the temporal change shifts from positive
to negative via zero.
[0052] Fig. 7 is a flowchart for illustrating an example
of a flow of refrigerant leakage detection processing
(processing for operating and stopping the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f) executed by the controller 30. The refrig-
erant leakage detection processing of Fig. 7 is executed
repeatedly with a predetermined time interval at all times
including while the air-conditioning apparatus is operat-
ing and is stopped or only while the air-conditioning ap-
paratus is stopped. Fig. 8 is a state transition diagram
for illustrating an example of a state transition of the air-
conditioning apparatus.
[0053] First, it is assumed that the air-conditioning ap-

paratus in an initial state is in a normal state (non-leaked
state of Fig. 8) in which the leakage of the refrigerant has
not occurred. Further, two flag areas of "forced fan op-
eration flag" and "forced fan operation stoppage flag" are
set in the RAM of the controller 30. In the initial state, the
forced fan operation flag and the forced fan operation
stoppage flag are both set off. The air-conditioning ap-
paratus in the normal state conducts and stops the op-
eration in a normal state based on the user’s operation
through the operation unit 26 (including a remote con-
troller).
[0054] In Step S1 of Fig. 7, the controller 30 acquires
information on the refrigerant concentration around the
refrigerant detection unit 99 based on the detection signal
received from the refrigerant detection unit 99.
[0055] Subsequently, in Step S2, the controller 30 de-
termines whether or not the forced fan operation stop-
page flag within the RAM is set off. When the forced fan
operation stoppage flag is set off, the procedure advanc-
es to Step S3, and when the forced fan operation stop-
page flag is set on, the processing is brought to an end.
[0056] In Step S3, the controller 30 determines wheth-
er or not the forced fan operation flag within the RAM is
set off. When the forced fan operation flag is set off, the
procedure advances to Step S4, and when the forced
fan operation flag is set on, the procedure advances to
Step S7.
[0057] In Step S4, the controller 30 determines wheth-
er or not the refrigerant concentration detected by the
refrigerant detection unit 99 is equal to or larger than the
threshold value set in advance. When the controller 30
determines that the refrigerant concentration is equal to
or larger than the threshold value, the procedure advanc-
es to Step S5, and when the refrigerant concentration is
smaller than the threshold value, the processing is
brought to an end.
[0058] In Step S5, the controller 30 starts the operation
of the indoor air-blowing fan 7f (corresponding to time T1
in Fig. 6). When the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is already
operating, the operation is continued as it is. In Step S5,
the display unit (liquid crystal screen, LED, or the like),
the audio output unit, or other components provided to
the operation unit 26 may be used to inform the user that
the leakage of the refrigerant has occurred and to prompt
the user to ask an expert service person for a repair.
[0059] Subsequently, in Step S6, the controller 30 sets
the forced fan operation flag on. When the forced fan
operation flag is set on, the state of the air-conditioning
apparatus is set to a first abnormal condition (leaked state
1 (with the refrigerant leaking) of Fig. 8). After that, the
procedure advances to Step S7.
[0060] In Step S7, the controller 30 determines wheth-
er or not the temporal change of the refrigerant concen-
tration detected by the refrigerant detection unit 99 has
shifted from positive to negative. When the controller 30
determines that the temporal change of the refrigerant
concentration has shifted from positive to negative, the
procedure advances to Step S8, and otherwise the
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processing is brought to an end. As shown in Fig. 6, the
refrigerant concentration detected by the refrigerant de-
tection unit 99 may be temporarily lowered immediately
after startup of the indoor air-blowing fan 7f (from time
T1 to time T2), and hence the processing may be brought
to an end, instead of conducting the determination of Step
S7, before a predetermined time period has elapsed
since the startup of the indoor air-blowing fan 7f.
[0061] In Step S8, the controller 30 stops the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f (corresponding to time T3 in Fig. 6). In
this case, in consideration of a filling amount of the re-
frigerant for the refrigeration cycle 40, a capacity of the
indoor space 120 in which the indoor unit 1 is installed,
and other parameters, when there is a fear that the re-
frigerant concentration within the indoor space 120 may
become equal to or larger than a permitted value (for
example, lower limit combustion concentration LFL or
oxygen deficiency permitted value), a step of determining
whether or not the refrigerant concentration is smaller
than the permitted value may be added after the positive
determination of Step S7. Assuming that this step is add-
ed, when the controller 30 determines that the refrigerant
concentration is smaller than the permitted value, the pro-
cedure advances to Step S8 to stop the indoor air-blowing
fan 7f, and when the controller 30 determines that the
refrigerant concentration is equal to or larger than the
permitted value, the processing is brought to an end. With
this processing, the operation of the indoor air-blowing
fan 7f is continued until the refrigerant concentration be-
comes smaller than the permitted value, and hence safe-
ty of the air-conditioning apparatus can be further en-
hanced.
[0062] Subsequently, in Step S9, the controller 30 sets
the forced fan operation flag off, and sets the forced fan
operation stoppage flag on. When the forced fan opera-
tion stoppage flag is set on, the state of the air-condition-
ing apparatus is set to a second abnormal condition
(leaked state 2 (with refrigerant having stopped leaking)
of Fig. 8).
[0063] As described above, in the refrigerant leakage
detection processing of Fig. 7, when the leakage of the
refrigerant is detected (that is, when the refrigerant con-
centration detected by the refrigerant detection unit 99
is equal to or larger than the threshold value), the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f starts being operated. Therefore, it is
possible to diffuse the leaked refrigerant indoors. Further,
the operation of the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is continued
until the refrigerant stops leaking. Hence, even if the re-
frigerant leaks, it is possible to inhibit the refrigerant con-
centration from increasing locally indoors.
[0064] Further, in the refrigerant leakage detection
processing of Fig. 7, it is possible to stop the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f by being triggered by the stop of refrigerant
leakage. Hence, it is possible to prevent unnecessary
energy from being consumed. Further, the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f continues to operate, to thereby be able
to prevent the user from feeling needless anxiety. After
the refrigerant stops leaking, an indoor refrigerant con-

centration is normally lowered gradually, and is not to
increase again. Therefore, it is also possible to inhibit the
refrigerant concentration from increasing locally indoors
after the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is stopped.
[0065] Further, in the refrigerant leakage detection
processing of Fig. 7, once the forced fan operation flag
or the forced fan operation stoppage flag is set on, both
the forced fan operation flag and the forced fan operation
stoppage flag are not to be set off. Hence, as illustrated
in Fig. 8, once the state of the air-conditioning apparatus
is set to the leaked state 1 or the leaked state 2, the non-
leaked state is not restored unless the service person
repairs the air-conditioning apparatus and then releases
an abnormality (sets the forced fan operation stoppage
flag off).
[0066] In this embodiment, of the three states (non-
leaked state, leaked state 1, and leaked state 2) illustrat-
ed in Fig. 8, only the non-leaked state allows a normal
operation. In the leaked state 1 and the leaked state 2,
the compressor 3 is in a state of forced stoppage (with
startup being prohibited).
[0067] Further, in this embodiment, methods of releas-
ing the abnormality are limited to methods that can be
conducted only by an expert service person. This limita-
tion can prevent the user from releasing the abnormality
irrespective of an unfinished repair of the air-conditioning
apparatus, and can guarantee the safety of the air-con-
ditioning apparatus. The methods of releasing the abnor-
mality are limited to, for example, the following four meth-
ods (1) to (4).

(1) Replenishment of, for example, a control board
of the controller 30 (abnormality release through the
replacement of the board is described later in a fifth
embodiment of the present invention).
(2) Use of a dedicated checker.
(3) A special operation of the operation unit 26 (in-
cluding a remote controller).
(4) An operation of the switch mounted on the control
board of the controller 30.

[0068] In order to prevent the user from releasing the
abnormality, it is desired that the abnormality can be re-
leased only by the methods (1) and (2), and it is further
desired that the abnormality can be released only by the
method (1).
[0069] As described above, the refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus according to this embodiment includes: the re-
frigeration cycle 40 configured to circulate the refrigerant;
the indoor unit 1 installed indoors and configured to ac-
commodate at least the load-side heat exchanger 7 of
the refrigeration cycle 40; and the controller 30 config-
ured to control the indoor unit 1. The indoor unit 1 includes
the indoor air-blowing fan 7f and the refrigerant detection
unit 99 configured to detect a concentration of leaked
refrigerant and to output the detection signal to the con-
troller 30. The controller 30 is configured to operate the
indoor air-blowing fan 7f when the leakage of the refrig-
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erant is detected, and to stop the indoor air-blowing fan
7f by being triggered by becoming from positive to neg-
ative of the temporal change of the concentration of the
leaked refrigerant .
[0070] According to this configuration, when the leak-
age of the refrigerant is detected, it is possible to diffuse
the leaked refrigerant indoors by operating the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f. Further, the operation of the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f is continued until the refrigerant stops leak-
ing. Hence, even if the refrigerant leaks, it is possible to
inhibit the refrigerant concentration from increasing lo-
cally indoors. Further, according to this configuration, the
indoor air-blowing fan 7f can be stopped by being trig-
gered by the stop of the refrigerant leakage, and hence
it is possible to prevent unnecessary energy from being
consumed.

Second Embodiment

[0071] A refrigeration cycle apparatus according to a
second embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed. Note that, the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to this embodiment has the same configuration
as that of the first embodiment, and hence a description
thereof is omitted. Fig. 9 is a flowchart for illustrating an
example of the flow of the refrigerant leakage detection
processing executed by the controller 30 of the air-con-
ditioning apparatus. The refrigerant leakage detection
processing of Fig. 9 is executed repeatedly with a pre-
determined time interval at all times including while the
air-conditioning apparatus is operating and is stopped or
only while the air-conditioning apparatus is stopped.
Steps S11 to S16, S18, and S19 of Fig. 9 are the same
as Steps S1 to S6, S8, and S9 of Fig. 7, respectively.
[0072] In Step S17 of Fig. 9, the controller 30 deter-
mines whether or not the temporal change of the refrig-
erant concentration detected by the refrigerant detection
unit 99 is negative (that is, whether or not the refrigerant
concentration is decreasing). When the controller 30 de-
termines that the temporal change of the refrigerant con-
centration is negative, the procedure advances to Step
S18, and otherwise the processing is brought to an end.
Note that, in the same manner as in Step S7 of Fig. 7,
the processing may be brought to an end, instead of con-
ducting the determination of Step S17, before the prede-
termined time period has elapsed since the startup of the
indoor air-blowing fan 7f.
[0073] As described above, when the refrigerant stops
leaking, the temporal change of the refrigerant concen-
tration shifts from positive to negative. Therefore, it is
possible to determine whether or not the refrigerant has
stopped leaking also based on, as in this embodiment,
whether or not the temporal change of the refrigerant
concentration is negative.
[0074] As described above, the refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus according to this embodiment includes: the re-
frigeration cycle 40 configured to circulate the refrigerant;
the indoor unit 1 installed indoors and configured to ac-

commodate at least the load-side heat exchanger 7 of
the refrigeration cycle 40; and the controller 30 config-
ured to control the indoor unit 1. The indoor unit 1 includes
the indoor air-blowing fan 7f and the refrigerant detection
unit 99 configured to detect a concentration of leaked
refrigerant and to output the detection signal to the con-
troller 30. The controller 30 is configured to operate the
indoor air-blowing fan 7f when the leakage of the refrig-
erant is detected, and to stop the indoor air-blowing fan
7f when the temporal change of the concentration of the
leaked refrigerant is negative.
[0075] According to this configuration, when the leak-
age of the refrigerant is detected, it is possible to diffuse
the leaked refrigerant indoors by operating the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f. Further, the operation of the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f is continued until the refrigerant stops leak-
ing. Hence, even if the refrigerant leaks, it is possible to
inhibit the refrigerant concentration from increasing lo-
cally indoors. Further, according to this configuration, the
indoor air-blowing fan 7f can be stopped with a trigger
that the refrigerant stops leaking, and hence it is possible
to prevent unnecessary energy from being consumed.

Third Embodiment

[0076] Next, a refrigeration cycle apparatus according
to a third embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed. Note that, the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to this embodiment has the same configuration
as that of the first embodiment, and hence a description
thereof is omitted. Fig. 10 is a graph for showing an ex-
ample of the temporal change of the refrigerant concen-
tration exhibited when the refrigerant is leaked from the
indoor unit 1, and corresponds to Fig. 6. In the graph, the
horizontal axis represents time, and the vertical axis rep-
resents the refrigerant concentration. The solid line indi-
cates the temporal change of the refrigerant concentra-
tion at the measurement point A, and the broken line
indicates the temporal change of the refrigerant concen-
tration at the measurement point B.
[0077] As described above, when the leakage of the
refrigerant is detected, the forced operation of the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f is started, and the user is informed that
the refrigerant leakage has occurred through the display
unit, the audio output unit, or other units. When the forced
operation of the indoor air-blowing fan 7f or the informing
of the refrigerant leakage is executed suddenly, the user
staying indoors may be surprised and go outdoors.
[0078] As shown in Fig. 10, when the door is opened
while the refrigerant continues leaking, the refrigerant
concentration is lowered once (from time T3 to time T4),
and when the door is closed while the refrigerant contin-
ues leaking, the refrigerant concentration starts to in-
crease again (from time T4 to time T5). After that, when
the refrigerant stops leaking, the refrigerant concentra-
tion is gradually lowered (after time T5). In such a case,
the temporal change of the refrigerant concentration
shifts from positive to negative not only at a timing (time
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T5) at which the refrigerant leakage no longer exists but
also at a timing (time T1) at which the indoor air-blowing
fan 7f starts being operated and a timing (time T3) at
which the door is opened during the refrigerant leakage.
Hence, when the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is stopped with
a trigger that the temporal change of the refrigerant con-
centration shifts from positive to negative (for example,
in the first embodiment), there can be a fear that the in-
door air-blowing fan 7f may be stopped before the refrig-
erant stops leaking.
[0079] In the same manner, the temporal change of
the refrigerant concentration becomes negative not only
during a period after the time T5 at which the refrigerant
leakage no longer exists but also during the periods from
the time T1 to the time T2 and from the time T3 to the
time T4. Hence, when the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is
stopped with the temporal change of the refrigerant con-
centration being negative (for example, in the second
embodiment), there can be a fear in that the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f may be stopped before the refrigerant
stops leaking.
[0080] Therefore, this embodiment is configured so
that, when the temporal change of the refrigerant con-
centration shifts from negative to positive (when the re-
frigerant concentration increases) after the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f is stopped, the stopped indoor air-blowing
fan 7f is operated again. In this case, the temporal change
shifting from negative to positive includes not only a case
where the temporal change shifts directly from negative
to positive but also a case where the temporal change
shifts from negative to positive via zero. Further, this em-
bodiment may be configured so that, when the temporal
change of the refrigerant concentration is positive after
the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is stopped, the stopped in-
door air-blowing fan 7f is operated again.
[0081] Fig. 11 is a flowchart for illustrating an example
of the flow of the refrigerant leakage detection processing
executed by the controller 30. The refrigerant leakage
detection processing of Fig. 11 is executed repeatedly
with a predetermined time interval at all times including
while the air-conditioning apparatus is operating and is
stopped or only while the air-conditioning apparatus is
stopped. Steps S21 to S25 and S27 to S29 of Fig. 11 are
the same as Steps S1 to S5 and S7 to S9 of Fig. 7, re-
spectively. Fig. 12 is a state transition diagram for illus-
trating an example of a state transition of the air-condi-
tioning apparatus.
[0082] In this embodiment, in the state in which the
forced fan operation stoppage flag is set on (No in Step
S22 of Fig. 11; the leaked state 2 of Fig. 12), it is deter-
mined whether or not the temporal change of the refrig-
erant concentration has shifted from negative to positive
(Step S30 of Fig. 11). When it is determined in Step S30
that the temporal change of the refrigerant concentration
has shifted from negative to positive, the procedure ad-
vances to Step S25 to restart the stopped operation of
the indoor air-blowing fan 7f. After that, in Step S26, the
forced fan operation stoppage flag is set off, the forced

fan operation flag is set on. When the forced fan operation
flag is set on, the state of the air-conditioning apparatus
transitions from the leaked state 2 of Fig. 12 to the leaked
state 1. Meanwhile, when it is determined in Step S30
that the temporal change of the refrigerant concentration
remains negative or is zero, the processing is brought to
an end.
[0083] As described above, in the refrigeration cycle
apparatus according to this embodiment, the controller
30 may be configured to operate the stopped indoor air-
blowing fan 7f again triggered by becoming positive from
negative of a temporal change of the concentration of
the leaked refrigerant.
[0084] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to this embodiment, the controller 30 may be con-
figured to operate the stopped indoor air-blowing fan 7f
again when the temporal change of the concentration of
the leaked refrigerant is positive.
[0085] According to those configurations, when the in-
door air-blowing fan 7f is stopped before the refrigerant
stops leaking, the stopped indoor air-blowing fan 7f can
be operated again.

Fourth Embodiment

[0086] Next, a refrigeration cycle apparatus according
to a fourth embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed. Note that, the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to this embodiment has the same configuration
as that of the first embodiment, and hence a description
thereof is omitted. As described above, when the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f is stopped with a trigger that the tem-
poral change of the refrigerant concentration shifts from
positive to negative (for example, in the first embodi-
ment), or when the indoor air-blowing fan 7f is stopped
when the temporal change of the refrigerant concentra-
tion is negative (for example, in the second embodiment),
there can be a fear that the indoor air-blowing fan 7f may
be stopped before the refrigerant stops leaking.
[0087] Therefore, in this embodiment, as a condition
for stopping the indoor air-blowing fan 7f, a condition that
the state in which the temporal change of the refrigerant
concentration is negative (decrease in the refrigerant
concentration) is continued for equal to or longer than a
threshold time period set in advance is added. The
threshold time period is set to, for example, a time period
(approximately several seconds to several minutes)
longer than the period from the time T3 to the time T4 of
Fig. 10.
[0088] Fig. 13 is a flowchart for illustrating an example
of the flow of the refrigerant leakage detection processing
executed by the controller 30. The refrigerant leakage
detection processing of Fig. 13 is executed repeatedly
with a predetermined time interval at all times including
while the air-conditioning apparatus is operating and is
stopped or only while the air-conditioning apparatus is
stopped. Steps S31 to S37, S39, and S40 of Fig. 13 are
the same as Steps S1 to S9 of Fig. 7, respectively. Fig.
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14 is a state transition diagram for illustrating an example
of the state transition of the air-conditioning apparatus.
[0089] In this embodiment, in the state in which the
forced fan operation flag is set on (Step S37 of Fig. 13;
the leaked state 1 of Fig. 14), when the temporal change
of the refrigerant concentration shifts from positive to
negative (Yes in Step S37), the controller 30 further de-
termines whether or not the decrease in the refrigerant
concentration has been continued for equal to or longer
than the threshold time period (Step S38). When it is
determined in Step S38 that the decrease in the refrig-
erant concentration has been continued for equal to or
longer than the threshold time period, the procedure ad-
vances to Step S39 to stop the indoor air-blowing fan 7f.
After that, in Step S40, the forced fan operation flag is
set off, and the forced fan operation stoppage flag is set
on. When the forced fan operation stoppage flag is set
on, the state of the air-conditioning apparatus is set to
the leaked state 2 of Fig. 14. Meanwhile, when it is de-
termined in Step S38 that the decrease in the refrigerant
concentration has not been continued for equal to or long-
er than the threshold time period, the processing is
brought to an end.
[0090] As described above, in the refrigeration cycle
apparatus according to this embodiment, the controller
30 is configured to stop the indoor air-blowing fan 7f when
the state in which the temporal change of the concentra-
tion of the leaked refrigerant is continued for equal to or
longer than the threshold time period set in advance.
[0091] According to this configuration, it is possible to
inhibit the indoor air-blowing fan 7f from being stopped
before the refrigerant stops leaking.

Fifth Embodiment

[0092] Next, a refrigeration cycle apparatus according
to a fifth embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed. The configuration of the refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus according to this embodiment other than the con-
troller is the same as that of the first embodiment, and
hence a description thereof is omitted. Fig. 15 is a block
diagram for illustrating the configuration of the controller
30 of the separate type air-conditioning apparatus. As
illustrated in Fig. 15, the controller 30 includes an indoor
unit controller 31 mounted to the indoor unit 1 and con-
figured to control the indoor unit 1, an outdoor unit con-
troller 32 mounted to the outdoor unit 2 and configured
to control the outdoor unit 2, and a remote controller con-
troller 33 mounted to a remote controller 27 (or operation
unit 26) and configured to control the remote controller
27.
[0093] The indoor unit controller 31 includes a control
board 31a and a control board 31b capable of commu-
nicating to/from the control board 31a through a control
line. The indoor unit controller 31 is configured to com-
municate to/from the outdoor unit controller 32 and the
remote controller controller 33. A microcomputer 34 is
mounted on the control board 31a. A microcomputer 35

and the refrigerant detection unit 99 (for example, hot-
wire type semiconductor gas sensor) are unremovably
mounted on the control board 31 b. The refrigerant de-
tection unit 99 according to this embodiment is directly
mounted on the control board 31b, but it suffices that the
refrigerant detection unit 99 is unremovably connected
to the control board 31b. For example, the refrigerant
detection unit 99 may be provided in a position distant
from the control board 31b, and a wiring extending from
the refrigerant detection unit 99 may be connected to the
control board 31b by soldering or other ways. Further, in
this embodiment, the control board 31b is provided sep-
arately from the control board 31a, but the control board
31b may be omitted, and the refrigerant detection unit 99
may be unremovably connected to the control board 31a.
[0094] The outdoor unit controller 32 includes a control
board 32a. A microcomputer 36 is mounted on the control
board 32a.
[0095] The remote controller controller 33 includes a
control board 33a. A microcomputer 37 is mounted on
the control board 33a.
[0096] The indoor unit controller 31 and the outdoor
unit controller 32 are communicably connected to each
other through a control line 38. The indoor unit controller
31 and the remote controller controller 33 are communi-
cably connected to each other through a control line 39.
[0097] The microcomputer 35 mounted on the control
board 31b includes a rewritable nonvolatile memory (for
example, flash memory). The nonvolatile memory is pro-
vided with a leakage history bit (example of a leakage
history storage area) for storing a history of the refrigerant
leakage. The leakage history bit of the microcomputer
35 can be set to "0" or "1". The leakage history bit has
an initial value of "0". That is, in a case of the microcom-
puter 35 in brand-new conditions or the microcomputer
35 having no refrigerant leakage history, the leakage his-
tory bit is set to "0". The leakage history bit of the micro-
computer 35 is rewritten from "0" to "1" when the refrig-
erant detection unit 99 detects the leakage of the refrig-
erant having a predetermined concentration (for exam-
ple, concentration of 1/4 of the lower limit combustion
concentration LFL or threshold value for start operating
the indoor air-blowing fan 7f). The leakage history bit of
the microcomputer 35 can be rewritten from "0" to "1"
irreversibly only in one way. Further, the leakage history
bit of the microcomputer 35 is maintained irrespective of
the presence or absence of electric power supply to the
microcomputer 35. The leakage history bit according to
this embodiment is provided so as to correspond to the
forced fan operation flag or the forced fan operation stop-
page flag according to the first to fourth embodiments
described above.
[0098] Further, memories (nonvolatile memories or
volatile memories) of the microcomputers 34, 36, and 37
are each provided with the leakage history bit corre-
sponding to the leakage history bit of the microcomputer
35. The leakage history bits of the microcomputers 34,
36, and 37 can be set to "0" or "1". The leakage history
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bits of the microcomputers 34, 36, and 37 can be rewritten
in both ways between "0" and "1". The leakage history
bits of the microcomputers 34, 36, and 37 have values
set to the same value as that of the leakage history bit
of the microcomputer 35 acquired through communica-
tions. Even when returning to the initial value (for exam-
ple, "0") due to an interruption of the electric power sup-
ply, the leakage history bits of the microcomputers 34,
36, and 37 are set to the same value as that of the leakage
history bit of the microcomputer 35 again when the elec-
tric power supply is restarted.
[0099] When the leakage history bit of the microcom-
puter 34 is set to "0", the indoor unit controller 31 normally
controls the indoor unit 1. The indoor unit 1 in this state
conducts and stops the operation in a normal state based
on the operation through the remote controller 27. Mean-
while, when the leakage history bit of the microcomputer
34 is set to "1", the indoor unit controller 31 conducts, for
example, control for forcedly operating the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f.
[0100] When the leakage history bit of the microcom-
puter 36 is set to "0", the outdoor unit controller 32 nor-
mally controls the outdoor unit 2. Meanwhile, when the
leakage history bit of the microcomputer 36 is set to "1",
the outdoor unit controller 32 conducts, for example, con-
trol for stopping the compressor 3. The stoppage of the
compressor 3 is continued as long as the leakage history
bit of the microcomputer 36 is set to "1 ".
[0101] When the leakage history bit of the microcom-
puter 37 is set to "0", the remote controller controller 33
normally controls the remote controller 27. Meanwhile,
when the leakage history bit of the microcomputer 37 is
set to "1", the remote controller controller 33 displays, for
example, information including an abnormality type or an
abnormality handling method (for example, text mes-
sage, e.g., "Refrigerant leaking. Call service person." or
abnormality code) on a display unit provided to the re-
mote controller 27. This display is continued as long as
the leakage history bit of the microcomputer 37 is set to
"1". Further, the remote controller controller 33 may be
configured to cause an audio output unit provided to the
remote controller 27 to inform of the information including
the abnormality type or the abnormality handling method
by voice.
[0102] In such a configuration, when the leakage of the
refrigerant is detected by the refrigerant detection unit
99, the microcomputer 35 rewrites the leakage history
bit from the initial value "0" to "1" irreversibly. When the
leakage history bit of the microcomputer 35 is set to "1",
the leakage history bits of the microcomputers 34, 36,
and 37 are also rewritten from "0" to "1". With this con-
figuration, the forced operation of the indoor air-blowing
fan 7f, the stoppage of the compressor 3, the displaying
of the information on the display unit of the remote con-
troller 27, and other operations are conducted.
[0103] The service person contacted by the user re-
places the control board 31b by a brand-new one when
a repair is conducted at a refrigerant leakage point. This

is because the leakage history bits of the microcomputers
34, 36, and 37 are maintained at "1" by only conducting
the repair at the refrigerant leakage point, and hence the
normal operation of the air-conditioning apparatus can-
not be conducted. The refrigerant detection unit 99 is
unremovably connected to the control board 31b, and
hence when the control board 31b is replaced, the refrig-
erant detection unit 99 is also replaced.
[0104] The leakage history bit of the microcomputer 35
mounted on the replaced control board 31b is set to "0"
being the initial value. Hence, the leakage history bits of
the microcomputers 34, 36, and 37 are also rewritten
from "1" to "0". This allows the normal operation of the
air-conditioning apparatus.
[0105] As described above, the refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus according to this embodiment includes: the re-
frigeration cycle 40 configured to circulate the refrigerant;
the indoor unit 1 installed indoors and configured to ac-
commodate at least the load-side heat exchanger 7 of
the refrigeration cycle 40; the outdoor unit 2 configured
to accommodate at least the heat source-side heat ex-
changer 5 of the refrigeration cycle 40; the indoor unit
controller 31 configured to control the indoor unit 1; and
the outdoor unit controller 32 communicably connected
to the indoor unit controller 31 and configured to control
the outdoor unit 2. The indoor unit 1 includes the indoor
air-blowing fan 7f and the refrigerant detection unit 99
configured to detect the refrigerant. The indoor unit con-
troller 31 includes the control board (in this embodiment,
control board 31b) to which the refrigerant detection unit
99 is unremovably connected, and the nonvolatile mem-
ory (in this embodiment, nonvolatile memory provided to
the microcomputer 35) provided on the control board.
The nonvolatile memory is provided with the leakage his-
tory bit that can be set to "0" being the initial value or "1",
and the leakage history bit can be rewritten from "0" to
"1" only in one way. The indoor unit controller 31 is con-
figured to rewrite the leakage history bit from "0" to "1"
when the leakage of the refrigerant is detected, and to
operate the indoor air-blowing fan 7f. Further, the outdoor
unit controller 32 may be configured to stop the compres-
sor 3 when the leakage history bit is rewritten from "0" to
"1".
[0106] According to this configuration, a leakage his-
tory of the refrigerant is written to the nonvolatile memory
of the control board 31b irreversibly. In order to reset the
leakage history of the refrigerant, the control board 31b
needs to be replaced by another control board 31b having
no leakage history. When the control board 31b is re-
placed, the refrigerant detection unit 99 unremovably
connected to the control board 31b is also replaced.
Hence, the refrigerant detection unit 99 exposed to a re-
frigerant atmosphere to have changed detection charac-
teristics can be prevented from being kept in continuous
use. Further, with this configuration, the operation of the
air-conditioning apparatus cannot be restarted unless the
control board 31b is replaced, and hence the operation
of the air-conditioning apparatus that has not been re-
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paired at the refrigerant leakage point can be prevented
from being restarted due to a human error or intentionally.

Sixth Embodiment

[0107] A refrigeration cycle apparatus according to a
sixth embodiment of the present invention is described
with reference to Fig. 15 already referred to above. In
this embodiment, the nonvolatile memory of the micro-
computer 35 mounted on the control board 31b is pro-
vided with a failure bit (example of a failure history storage
area) for storing a failure history (for example, presence
or absence of a failure) of the refrigerant detection unit
99 in place of the leakage history bit described in the fifth
embodiment or in addition to the leakage history bit. In
the same manner as the leakage history bit, the failure
bit can be set to "0" or "1", and has an initial value of "0".
That is, in a case of the microcomputer 35 in the brand-
new conditions or the microcomputer 35 having no failure
history of the refrigerant detection unit 99, the failure bit
is set to "0". When the refrigerant detection unit 99 fails
(for example, when the microcomputer 35 detects a fail-
ure in the refrigerant detection unit 99 by a self-diagno-
sis), the failure bit of the microcomputer 35 is rewritten
from "0" to "1". As in the leakage history bit, the failure
bit of the microcomputer 35 can be rewritten from "0" to
"1" irreversibly only in one way. Further, the failure bit of
the microcomputer 35 is maintained irrespective of the
presence or absence of the electric power supply to the
microcomputer 35.
[0108] Further, the memories (nonvolatile memories
or volatile memories) of the microcomputers 34, 36, and
37 are each provided with the failure bit corresponding
to the failure bit of the microcomputer 35. The failure bits
of the microcomputers 34, 36, and 37 can be set to "0"
or "1". The failure bits of the microcomputers 34, 36, and
37 can be rewritten in both ways between "0" and "1".
The failure bits of the microcomputers 34, 36, and 37
have values set to the same value as that of the failure
bit of the microcomputer 35 acquired through communi-
cations. Even when returning to the initial value (for ex-
ample, "0") due to an interruption of the electric power
supply, the failure bits of the microcomputers 34, 36, and
37 are set to the same value as that of the failure bit of
the microcomputer 35 again when the electric power sup-
ply is restarted.
[0109] In the same manner as in the fifth embodiment,
when the failure bit is set to "0", the indoor unit controller
31, the outdoor unit controller 32, and the remote con-
troller controller 33 normally control the indoor unit 1, the
outdoor unit 2, and the remote controller 27, respectively.
Meanwhile, when the failure bit is set to "1", the outdoor
unit controller 32 and the remote controller controller 33
conduct, for example, control for the forced stoppage
(disapproval of operation) of the compressor 3, and con-
trol for the displaying of the information on the display
unit of the remote controller 27, respectively. In addition,
the indoor unit controller 31 may conduct control for the

forced operation of the indoor air-blowing fan 7f.
[0110] As described above, the refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus according to this embodiment includes: the re-
frigeration cycle 40 configured to circulate the refrigerant;
the indoor unit 1 installed indoors and configured to ac-
commodate at least the load-side heat exchanger 7 of
the refrigeration cycle 40; and the controller 30 (for ex-
ample, indoor unit controller 31) configured to control the
indoor unit 1. The indoor unit 1 includes the indoor air-
blowing fan 7f and the refrigerant detection unit 99 con-
figured to detect the refrigerant. The controller 30 in-
cludes the control board (in this embodiment, control
board 31b) to which the refrigerant detection unit 99 is
unremovably connected, and the nonvolatile memory (in
this embodiment, nonvolatile memory provided to the mi-
crocomputer 35) provided on the control board. The non-
volatile memory is provided with the failure bit that can
be set to "0" being the initial value or "1", and the failure
bit can be rewritten from "0" to "1" only in one way. The
controller 30 is configured to rewrite the failure bit from
"0" to "1" when the refrigerant detection unit 99 fails.
[0111] According to this configuration, when the refrig-
erant detection unit 99 fails, the failure history of the re-
frigerant detection unit 99 is written to the nonvolatile
memory of the control board 31b irreversibly. In order to
reset the failure history of the refrigerant detection unit
99, the control board 31b needs to be replaced by another
control board 31b. When the control board 31b is re-
placed, the refrigerant detection unit 99 unremovably
connected to the control board 31b is also replaced.
Hence, the failed refrigerant detection unit 99 can be pre-
vented from being kept in continuous use. Further, with
this configuration, the operation of the air-conditioning
apparatus cannot be restarted unless the control board
31b is replaced, and hence the operation of the air-con-
ditioning apparatus with the refrigerant detection unit 99
having failed can be prevented from being restarted due
to a human error or intentionally. Therefore, it is possible
to further enhance the safety of the air-conditioning ap-
paratus.

Seventh Embodiment

[0112] Next, a refrigeration cycle apparatus according
to a seventh embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed. In this embodiment, the refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus is exemplified by a heat pump water heater. A
configuration of the refrigeration cycle apparatus accord-
ing to this embodiment is described below. A flow of
processing executed by the controller in this embodiment
is the same as that of the first embodiment (or any one
of the second to sixth embodiments) described above,
and hence a description thereof is omitted.
[0113] Fig. 16 is a refrigerant circuit diagram for illus-
trating a schematic configuration of the refrigeration cycle
apparatus according to this embodiment. As illustrated
in Fig. 16, the heat pump water heater includes a refrig-
erant circuit 310 configured to circulate the refrigerant to
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form the refrigeration cycle and a water circuit 410 (ex-
ample of a heat medium circuit) configured to circulate
water (example of a heat medium). First, the refrigerant
circuit 310 is described. The refrigerant circuit 310 in-
cludes a compressor 203, a refrigerant flow switching
device 204, a load-side heat exchanger 202, a first pres-
sure reducing device 206, an intermediate pressure re-
ceiver 205, a second pressure reducing device 207, and
a heat source-side heat exchanger 201, which are circu-
larly connected sequentially through the refrigerant
pipes. The heat pump water heater is capable of a normal
operation (heater water heating operation) for heating
water flowing through the water circuit 410 and a defrost-
ing operation for circulating the refrigerant reversely to
the normal operation to defrost the heat source-side heat
exchanger 201. Further, the heat pump water heater in-
cludes a load unit 400 (indoor unit; example of the heat
exchanger unit) which is installed indoors and a heat
source unit 300 (outdoor unit; example of the heat ex-
changer unit) which is installed, for example, outdoors.
The load unit 400 is installed in, for example, a kitchen,
a bathroom, a laundry room, or a storage space, e.g., a
closet, inside a building.
[0114] As the refrigerant to be circulated through the
refrigerant circuit 310, the flammable refrigerant or the
nonflammable refrigerant described above is used.
[0115] The compressor 203 is a fluid machine config-
ured to compress sucked low-pressure refrigerant and
to discharge the low-pressure refrigerant as high-pres-
sure refrigerant. The compressor 203 according to this
embodiment includes an inverter device or other compo-
nents, and is configured to change a driving frequency
arbitrarily, to thereby be able to change a capacity
(amount of the refrigerant to be sent per unit time).
[0116] The refrigerant flow switching device 204 is con-
figured to switch the flow direction of the refrigerant inside
the refrigerant circuit 310 between a normal operation
time and a defrosting operation time. As the refrigerant
flow switching device 204, for example, a four-way valve
is used.
[0117] The load-side heat exchanger 202 is a refriger-
ant-water heat exchanger configured to exchange heat
between the refrigerant flowing through the refrigerant
circuit 310 and the water flowing through the water circuit
410. As the load-side heat exchanger 202, for example,
a plate type heat exchanger (brazed plate type heat ex-
changer) structured so that a plurality of members are
joined together by brazing is used. The load-side heat
exchanger 202 serves as a condenser (radiator) config-
ured to heat water at the normal operation time, and
serves as an evaporator (heat absorber) at the defrosting
operation time.
[0118] The first pressure reducing device 206 and the
second pressure reducing device 207 are configured to
adjust the flow rate of the refrigerant, and to adjust the
pressure (reduce the pressure) of the refrigerant flowing
into the load-side heat exchanger 202 or the heat source-
side heat exchanger 201. The intermediate pressure re-

ceiver 205 is located between the first pressure reducing
device 206 and the second pressure reducing device 207
in the refrigerant circuit 310, and is configured to accu-
mulate an excess refrigerant. A suction pipe 211 con-
nected to a suction side of the compressor 203 passes
through the inside of the intermediate pressure receiver
205. In the intermediate pressure receiver 205, heat is
exchanged between the refrigerant circulated through
the suction pipe 211 and the refrigerant inside the inter-
mediate pressure receiver 205. Therefore, the interme-
diate pressure receiver 205 has a function as an internal
heat exchanger for the refrigerant circuit 310. As each of
the first pressure reducing device 206 and the second
pressure reducing device 207, for example, an electronic
expansion valve capable of changing the opening degree
by the control of a controller 301 described later is used.
[0119] The heat source-side heat exchanger 201 is a
refrigerant-air heat exchanger configured to exchange
heat between the refrigerant flowing through the refrig-
erant circuit 310 and air (outdoor air) blown by an outdoor
air-blowing fan (not shown). The heat source-side heat
exchanger 201 serves as an evaporator (heat absorber)
at the normal operation time, and serves as a condenser
(radiator) at the defrosting operation time.
[0120] The compressor 203, the refrigerant flow
switching device 204, the first pressure reducing device
206, the intermediate pressure receiver 205, the second
pressure reducing device 207, and the heat source-side
heat exchanger 201 are accommodated in the heat
source unit 300. The load-side heat exchanger 202 is
accommodated in the load unit 400. The heat source unit
300 and the load unit 400 are connected to each other
by, for example, two extension pipes 311 and 312 being
parts of the refrigerant pipes. The extension pipes 311
and 312 and the refrigerant pipes inside the heat source
unit 300 are connected to each other through joint por-
tions 313 and 314 (for example, flare joints), respectively.
The extension pipes 311 and 312 and the refrigerant
pipes (for example, refrigerant pipes joined to the load-
side heat exchanger 202 by brazing) inside the load unit
400 are connected to each other through joint portions
315 and 316 (for example, flare joints), respectively.
[0121] Further, the heat source unit 300 mainly in-
cludes the controller 301 configured to control an oper-
ation of the refrigerant circuit 310 (for example, the com-
pressor 203, the refrigerant flow switching device 204,
the first pressure reducing device 206, the second pres-
sure reducing device 207, and the outdoor air-blowing
fan (not shown)). The controller 301 includes a micro-
computer including a CPU, a ROM, a RAM, and an I/O
port. The controller 301 is configured to be able to con-
duct data communications to/from a controller 401 and
an operation unit 501, which are described later, through
a control line 510.
[0122] Next, an example of the operation of the refrig-
erant circuit 310 is described. In Fig. 16, the flow direction
of the refrigerant in the refrigerant circuit 310 at the nor-
mal operation time is indicated by the solid arrows. The
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refrigerant circuit 310 is configured so that, at the normal
operation time, the refrigerant flow passage is switched
by the refrigerant flow switching device 204 as indicated
by the solid line to cause the high-temperature and high-
pressure refrigerant to flow into the load-side heat ex-
changer 202.
[0123] The high-temperature and high-pressure gas
refrigerant discharged from the compressor 203 passes
through the refrigerant flow switching device 204 and the
extension pipe 311, and flows into the refrigerant flow
passage of the load-side heat exchanger 202. At the nor-
mal operation time, the load-side heat exchanger 202
serves as a condenser. That is, in the load-side heat ex-
changer 202, heat is exchanged between the refrigerant
flowing through the refrigerant flow passage and the wa-
ter flowing through a water flow passage of the load-side
heat exchanger 202, and the heat of condensation of the
refrigerant is transferred to the water. With this operation,
the refrigerant flowing into the load-side heat exchanger
202 is condensed to become a high-pressure liquid re-
frigerant. Further, the water flowing through the water
flow passage of the load-side heat exchanger 202 is heat-
ed by transfer heat from the refrigerant.
[0124] The high-pressure liquid refrigerant condensed
by the load-side heat exchanger 202 flows into the first
pressure reducing device 206 through the extension pipe
312, and has the pressure reduced slightly to become a
two-phase refrigerant. The two-phase refrigerant flows
into the intermediate pressure receiver 205, and is cooled
by the heat exchange with the low-pressure gas refrig-
erant flowing through the suction pipe 211 to become a
liquid refrigerant. The liquid refrigerant flows into the sec-
ond pressure reducing device 207, and has the pressure
reduced to become a low-pressure two-phase refriger-
ant. The low-pressure two-phase refrigerant flows into
the heat source-side heat exchanger 201. At the normal
operation time, the heat source-side heat exchanger 201
serves as an evaporator. That is, in the heat source-side
heat exchanger 201, heat is exchanged between the re-
frigerant circulated through the inside and the air (outdoor
air) blown by the outdoor air-blowing fan, and the heat
of evaporation of the refrigerant is received from the
blown air. With this operation, the refrigerant flowing into
the heat source-side heat exchanger 201 evaporates to
become a low-pressure gas refrigerant. The low-pres-
sure gas refrigerant passes through the refrigerant flow
switching device 204, and flows into the suction pipe 211.
The low-pressure gas refrigerant that has flowing into the
suction pipe 211 is heated by the heat exchange with the
refrigerant inside the intermediate pressure receiver 205,
and is sucked by the compressor 203. The refrigerant
sucked by the compressor 203 is compressed to become
the high-temperature and high-pressure gas refrigerant.
In the normal operation, the above-mentioned cycle is
repeated.
[0125] Next, an example of the operation at the de-
frosting operation time is described. In Fig. 16, the flow
direction of the refrigerant in the refrigerant circuit 310 at

the defrosting operation time is indicated by the broken
arrows. The refrigerant circuit 310 is configured so that,
at the defrosting operation time, the refrigerant flow pas-
sage is switched by the refrigerant flow switching device
204 as indicated by the broken line to cause the high-
temperature and high-pressure refrigerant to flow into
the heat source-side heat exchanger 201.
[0126] The high-temperature and high-pressure gas
refrigerant discharged from the compressor 203 passes
through the refrigerant flow switching device 204, and
flows into the heat source-side heat exchanger 201. At
the defrosting operation time, the heat source-side heat
exchanger 201 serves as a condenser. That is, in the
heat source-side heat exchanger 201, heat is exchanged
between the refrigerant circulated through the inside and
frost adhering to a surface of the heat source-side heat
exchanger 201. With this operation, the frost adhering to
the surface of the heat source-side heat exchanger 201
is heated and melted by the heat of condensation of the
refrigerant.
[0127] Next, the water circuit 410 is described. The wa-
ter circuit 410 includes a hot-water storage tank 251, the
load-side heat exchanger 202, a pump 253, a booster
heater 254, a three-way valve 255, a strainer 256, a flow
switch 257, a pressure relief valve 258, and an air purge
valve 259, which are connected to one another through
water pipes. A drain outlet 262 for draining the water from
the inside of the water circuit 410 is provided halfway
through the pipes that form the water circuit 410.
[0128] The hot-water storage tank 251 is a device con-
figured to accumulate water in the inside. The hot-water
storage tank 251 has a built-in coil 261 connected to the
water circuit 410. The coil 261 is configured to exchange
heat between the water (hot water) circulated through
the water circuit 410 and the water accumulated inside
the hot-water storage tank 251 to heat the water accu-
mulated inside the hot-water storage tank 251. Further,
the hot-water storage tank 251 has a built-in submerged
heater 260. The submerged heater 260 is a heating unit
configured to further heat the water accumulated inside
the hot-water storage tank 251.
[0129] The water inside the hot-water storage tank 251
flows into a sanitary circuit-side pipe 281a (supply pipe)
connected to, for example, a shower. Further, a drain
outlet 263 is also provided to a sanitary circuit-side pipe
281b (return pipe). In this case, in order to prevent the
water accumulated inside the hot-water storage tank 251
from being cooled by the outside air, the hot-water stor-
age tank 251 is covered with a heat insulating material
(not shown). Examples of the heat insulating material to
be used include felt, Thinsulate (trademark), or a vacuum
insulation panel (VIP).
[0130] The pump 253 is a device configured to apply
pressure to the water inside the water circuit 410 to cir-
culate the water through the inside of the water circuit
410. The booster heater 254 is a device configured to
further heat the water inside the water circuit 410 when,
for example, the heat source unit 300 has insufficient
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heating capacity. The three-way valve 255 is a device
configured to cause the water inside the water circuit 410
to branch off. For example, the three-way valve 255
switches a destination to which the water inside the water
circuit 410 is to be flowing between the hot-water storage
tank 251 and a heater circuit-side pipe 282a (supply pipe)
connected to heating equipment, e.g., a radiator or a floor
heater, provided to the outside. In this case, the heater
circuit-side pipe 282a (supply pipe) and a heater circuit-
side pipe 282b (return pipe) are pipes for circulating the
water between the water circuit 410 and the heating
equipment. The strainer 256 is a device configured to
remove scale (deposit) inside the water circuit 410. The
flow switch 257 is a device configured to detect whether
or not the flow rate of the water circulated through the
inside of the water circuit 410 is equal to or larger than a
fixed amount.
[0131] An expansion tank 252 is a device configured
to control the pressure changed due to a capacity change
of the water inside the water circuit 410 involved in the
heating or other operations within a fixed range. The pres-
sure relief valve 258 is a protective device. When the
pressure of the water circuit 410 increases to exceed a
pressure control range of the expansion tank 252, the
water inside the water circuit 410 is released to the out-
side by the pressure relief valve 258. The air purge valve
259 is a device configured to release the air generated
inside or mixed into the water circuit 410 to the outside,
and to prevent the pump 253 from running idle (exhibiting
air inclusion). A manual air purge valve 264 is a manual
valve for removing air from the water circuit 410. The
manual air purge valve 264 is used to remove, for exam-
ple, air mixed into the water circuit 410 at a water filling
time under installation work.
[0132] The water circuit 410 is accommodated inside
a casing 420 of the load unit 400. Further, at least a part
(for example, the hot-water storage tank 251, the pump
253, the booster heater 254, and the water pipes con-
nected to those components) of the water circuit 410 ac-
commodated inside the casing 420 is arranged in a water
circuit chamber 421 (example of a heat medium circuit
chamber) provided inside the casing 420. Meanwhile, at
least the load-side heat exchanger 202 (for example, only
the load-side heat exchanger 202 and the water pipes
connected to the load-side heat exchanger 202) of the
water circuit 410 is arranged in an air flow passage 434
described later. In short, the water circuit 410 is arranged
inside the casing 420 across the water circuit chamber
421 and the air flow passage 434.
[0133] The load unit 400 includes the water circuit 410
(for example, the pump 253, the booster heater 254, and
the three-way valve 255) and the controller 401 (example
of the controller) configured to drive an operation of an
air-blowing fan 435 described later or other devices. The
controller 401 includes a microcomputer including a
CPU, a ROM, a RAM, and an I/O port. The controller 401
is configured to be able to conduct data communications
to/from the controller 301 and the operation unit 501.

[0134] The operation unit 501 is configured to allow
the user to conduct the operation and different kinds of
the settings of the heat pump water heater. The operation
unit 501 according to this embodiment includes a display
device, and is capable of displaying different kinds of
information including a state of the heat pump water heat-
er. For example, the operation unit 501 is provided on
the front surface of the casing 420 of the load unit 400
at a height (for example, approximately 1.0 meter to 1.5
meters from the floor surface) that allows the user’s op-
eration with his/her hand (see Fig. 17).
[0135] Structural characteristics of the load unit 400
are described with reference to Fig. 17 in addition to Fig.
16. Fig. 17 is a front view for illustrating the configuration
of the load unit 400. In Fig. 17, an example of a state in
which the load unit 400 is installed indoors is also illus-
trated. As illustrated in Fig. 16 and Fig. 17, the load unit
400 according to this embodiment has a built-in hot-water
storage tank 251, and is of a floor type installed on the
floor surface of the indoors. The load unit 400 includes
the casing 420 having an upright rectangular parallele-
piped shape. The load unit 400 is installed such that, for
example, a predetermined gap is formed between a back
surface of the casing 420 and a wall surface of the in-
doors. The casing 420 is made of, for example, metal.
[0136] In the casing 420, an air inlet 431 for sucking
indoor air and an air outlet 432 for blowing off the air
sucked from the air inlet 431 indoors are formed. The air
inlet 431 is provided in the lower portion of a side surface
(in this embodiment, left side surface) of the casing 420.
The air inlet 431 according to this embodiment is provided
in a position lower than the operation unit 501 and near
the floor surface of the indoors. The air outlet 432 is pro-
vided in the upper portion of the side surface (in this em-
bodiment, left side surface) of the casing 420, that is, in
the position higher than the air inlet 431. The air outlet
432 according to this embodiment is provided in a posi-
tion higher than the operation unit 501 and near a top
surface of the casing 420. The air outlet 432 is not pro-
vided with a device configured to open and close the air
outlet 432. Therefore, in the air outlet 432, an air passage
for circulating air is formed at all times.
[0137] In this case, the air inlet 431 may be provided
to the front surface, a right side surface, or a back surface
as long as the position is in the lower portion of the casing
420. The air outlet 432 may be provided to the top surface,
the front surface, the right side surface, or the back sur-
face as long as the position is in the upper portion of the
casing 420.
[0138] In the casing 420, the air inlet 431 and the air
outlet 432 are connected to each other through a duct
433 extending approximately in a vertical direction. The
duct 433 is made of, for example, metal. In a space within
the duct 433, the air flow passage 434 is formed to serve
as a flow passage of air between the air inlet 431 and
the air outlet 432. The air flow passage 434 is isolated
from the water circuit chamber 421 by the duct 433. At
least a part of the water circuit 410 is arranged in the
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water circuit chamber 421, and the load-side heat ex-
changer 202 is arranged in the air flow passage 434.
Therefore, in the duct 433, penetration parts 436 and 437
that allow the water pipes of the water circuit 410 to pen-
etrate the duct 433 are formed. The air flow passage 434
has a smaller number of accommodated components
than that of the water circuit chamber 421, and can there-
fore have the shape simplified and the capacity reduced
with ease.
[0139] In the casing 420, the air flow passage 434 and
the water circuit chamber 421 are isolated from each oth-
er by the duct 433, for example, airtightly. With this con-
figuration, the duct 433 inhibits gas from flowing between
the airflow passage 434 and the water circuit chamber
421. The airtightness of the duct 433 is ensured even at
the penetration parts 436 and 437. However, the air flow
passage 434 communicates to/from a space outside the
casing 420 through the air inlet 431 and the air outlet
432, and the water circuit chamber 421 is not always
enclosed against the space outside the casing 420.
Hence, the air flow passage 434 and the water circuit
chamber 421 are not always isolated from each other
airtightly through the space outside the casing 420.
[0140] In the air flow passage 434 according to this
embodiment, not only the load-side heat exchanger 202
but also the joint portions 315 and 316 for connecting
between the load-side heat exchanger 202 and the ex-
tension pipes 311 and 312 are arranged. In this embod-
iment, a large part (for example, all) of component parts
of the refrigerant circuit 310 accommodated inside the
load unit 400 is arranged in the air flow passage 434.
With this configuration, the air flow passage 434 also
serves as a refrigerant circuit chamber inside the casing
420 of the load unit 400. The load-side heat exchanger
202 and the joint portions 315 and 316 are arranged in
the upper portion of the air flow passage 434 (for exam-
ple, above a middle portion between the upper edge and
the lower edge of the air flow passage 434 (in this em-
bodiment, on the air outlet 432 side of the middle por-
tion)).
[0141] Further, the air flow passage 434 includes the
air-blowing fan 435 configured to generate a flow of air
from the air inlet 431 to the air outlet 432 in the air flow
passage 434. As the air-blowing fan 435, a cross flow
fan, a turbofan, a sirocco fan, a propeller fan, or other
fans is used. The air-blowing fan 435 according to this
embodiment is arranged so as to be opposed to, for ex-
ample, the air outlet 432. An operation of the air-blowing
fan 435 is controlled by, for example, the controller 401.
[0142] In the air flow passage 434, a refrigerant detec-
tion unit 440 configured to detect the leakage of the re-
frigerant is provided below the load-side heat exchanger
202. The refrigerant detection unit 440 according to this
embodiment is provided below the joint portions 315 and
316. The refrigerant detection unit 440 is configured to
detect, for example, the refrigerant concentration within
the air around the refrigerant detection unit 440, and to
output the detection signal to the controller 401. The con-

troller 401 is configured to determine the presence or
absence of the leakage of the refrigerant based on the
detection signal received from the refrigerant detection
unit 440. As the refrigerant detection unit 440, a gas sen-
sor (for example, semiconductor gas sensor or hot-wire
type semiconductor gas sensor) is used.

Eighth Embodiment

[0143] Next, a refrigeration cycle apparatus according
to an eighth embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed. Fig. 18 is a diagram for schematically illustrating
the configuration of the outdoor unit 2 of the refrigeration
cycle apparatus according to the eighth embodiment. As
already described above, the outdoor unit 2 accommo-
dates, for example, the compressor 3, the refrigerant flow
switching device 4, the heat source-side heat exchanger
5, the pressure reducing device 6, and the outdoor air-
blowing fan 5f. Of those, the compressor 3 and the out-
door air-blowing fan 5f are illustrated in Fig. 18. Further,
the extension pipes 10a and 10b are connected to the
outdoor unit 2. The extension pipes 10a and 10b and the
refrigerant pipes inside the outdoor unit 2 are connected
to each other through joint portions 16a and 16b (for ex-
ample, flare joints). The joint portions 16a and 16b are
arranged inside the outdoor unit 2.
[0144] The outdoor unit 2 (example of the heat ex-
changer unit) according to this embodiment includes a
refrigerant detection unit 98. The refrigerant detection
unit 98 is arranged, for example, inside the outdoor unit
2 and below the joint portions 16a and 16b. The refrig-
erant detection unit 98 may be arranged below a brazed
portion of the heat source-side heat exchanger 5. As the
refrigerant detection unit 98, a gas sensor, for example,
a semiconductor gas sensor or a hot-wire type semicon-
ductor gas sensor, is used. The refrigerant detection unit
98 is configured to detect the refrigerant concentration
within, for example, the air around the refrigerant detec-
tion unit 98, and to output the detection signal to the con-
troller 30. The controller 30 is configured to determine
the presence or absence of the leakage of the refrigerant
based on the detection signal received from the refriger-
ant detection unit 98.
[0145] The refrigerant leakage detection processing
according to this embodiment executed by the controller
30 is obtained by replacing the "refrigerant detection unit
99" and the "indoor air-blowing fan 7f" of the refrigerant
leakage detection processing according to any one of
the first to sixth embodiments described with reference
to, for example, Fig. 7 to Fig. 9 and Fig. 11 to Fig. 15, by
the "refrigerant detection unit 98" and the "outdoor air-
blowing fan 5f", respectively. That is, in the refrigerant
leakage detection processing according to this embodi-
ment, when the leakage of the refrigerant is detected
based on the detection signal received from the refriger-
ant detection unit 98, an operation of the outdoor air-
blowing fan 5f is started. Therefore, the leaked refrigerant
can be diffused to an installation space of the outdoor
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unit 2 (for example, outdoor space or machine room
space). Hence, according to this embodiment, even if the
refrigerant leaks from the outdoor unit 2, it is possible to
inhibit the refrigerant concentration within the installation
space of the outdoor unit 2 from increasing locally. Fur-
ther, in the refrigerant leakage detection processing ac-
cording to this embodiment, the outdoor air-blowing fan
5f can be stopped with a trigger that the refrigerant stops
leaking. Hence, it is possible to prevent unnecessary en-
ergy from being consumed.

Comparative example

[0146] Next, a refrigeration cycle system according to
a comparative example useful for understanding the
present invention is described. Fig. 19 is a diagram for
schematically illustrating an overall configuration of the
refrigeration cycle system according to this example. In
this embodiment, the refrigeration cycle apparatus in-
cluded in the refrigeration cycle system is exemplified by
a separate type showcase. As illustrated in Fig. 19, the
showcase includes an indoor unit 601 (example of a load
unit and example of the heat exchanger unit) installed
within the indoor space, for example, inside a shop, and
an outdoor unit 602 (example of the heat source unit and
example of the heat exchanger unit) installed within, for
example, the machine room space. The indoor unit 601
and the outdoor unit 602 are connected to each other
through the extension pipes 10a and 10b. The indoor unit
601 according to this embodiment does not include an
air-blowing fan configured to stir the air within the instal-
lation space. The outdoor unit 602 includes the outdoor
air-blowing fan 5f.
[0147] Although not shown in Fig. 19, the controller 30
includes the indoor unit controller provided to the indoor
unit 601 and the outdoor unit controller that is provided
to the outdoor unit 602 and capable of conducting data
communications to/from the indoor unit controller. The
indoor unit controller and the outdoor unit controller are
connected to each other through a control line 603.
[0148] In the indoor space, an air-blowing fan 604 con-
figured to stir the air within the indoor space is provided
separately from the showcase. The air-blowing fan 604
is provided outside the casing of the indoor unit 601 of
the showcase. The air-blowing fan 604 can be operated,
for example, independently of the showcase. The air-
blowing fan 604 is connected to the controller 30 (for
example, indoor unit controller) through a control line (not
shown), and is operated by the control of the controller
30. When the refrigerant leaks into the indoor space, the
air-blowing fan 604 is operated to stir the air within the
indoor space together with leaked refrigerant. With this
configuration, the leaked refrigerant is diffused to the in-
door space, and hence it is possible to inhibit the refrig-
erant concentration from increasing locally within the in-
door space. That is, the air-blowing fan 604 serves as a
leaked refrigerant dilution unit configured to dilute the
refrigerant leaked into the indoor space.

[0149] Further, in the indoor space, a refrigerant de-
tection unit 605 configured to detect the refrigerant is
provided separately from the showcase. The refrigerant
detection unit 605 is provided outside the casing of the
indoor unit 601 of the showcase. The refrigerant has a
density larger than that of air under the atmospheric pres-
sure, and hence the refrigerant detection unit 605 is pro-
vided, for example, near the floor surface within the in-
door space. The refrigerant detection unit 605 is connect-
ed to the controller 30 (for example, indoor unit controller)
through a communication line 606. The refrigerant de-
tection unit 605 is configured to detect the refrigerant
concentration within the air around the refrigerant detec-
tion unit 605, and to output the detection signal to the
controller 30. The controller 30 is configured to determine
the presence or absence of the leakage of the refrigerant
based on the detection signal received from the refriger-
ant detection unit 605.
[0150] In the machine room space, an air-blowing fan
607 for ventilation configured to deliver the air within the
machine room space to the outdoor space is provided
separately from the showcase. The air-blowing fan 607
is provided outside the casing of the outdoor unit 602 of
the showcase (for example, the wall portion of the ma-
chine room space facing the outdoor space). The air-
blowing fan 607 can be operated, for example, independ-
ently of the showcase. The air-blowing fan 607 is con-
nected to the controller 30 (for example, outdoor unit con-
troller) through a control line (not shown), and is operated
by the control of the controller 30. When the refrigerant
leaks into the machine room space, the air-blowing fan
607 is operated to deliver the air within the machine room
space together with leaked refrigerant. With this config-
uration, the leaked refrigerant is delivered to the outdoor
space, and hence it is possible to inhibit the refrigerant
concentration from increasing locally within the machine
room space. That is, the air-blowing fan 607 serves as a
leaked refrigerant dilution unit configured to dilute the
refrigerant leaked into the machine room space.
[0151] Further, in the machine room space, a refriger-
ant detection unit 608 configured to detect the refrigerant
is provided separately from the showcase. The refriger-
ant detection unit 608 is provided outside the casing of
the outdoor unit 602 of the showcase. The refrigerant
has a density larger than that of air under the atmospheric
pressure, and hence the refrigerant detection unit 608 is
provided near the floor surface within the machine room
space. The refrigerant detection unit 608 is connected to
the controller 30 (for example, outdoor unit controller)
through a communication line 609. The refrigerant de-
tection unit 608 is configured to detect the refrigerant
concentration within the air around the refrigerant detec-
tion unit 608, and to output the detection signal to the
controller 30. The controller 30 is configured to determine
the presence or absence of the leakage of the refrigerant
based on the detection signal received from the refriger-
ant detection unit 608.
[0152] Fig. 20 is a block diagram for illustrating a con-
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figuration of the controller 30 of the refrigeration cycle
system according to this embodiment. As illustrated in
Fig. 20, the controller 30 includes an indoor unit controller
610 mounted to the indoor unit 601 and configured to
control the indoor unit 601, an outdoor unit controller 611
mounted to the outdoor unit 602 and configured to control
the outdoor unit 602, and a remote controller controller
612 mounted to the remote controller 27 (for example,
operation unit provided in the indoor unit 601) and con-
figured to control the remote controller 27.
[0153] The indoor unit controller 610 is communicably
connected to the outdoor unit controller 611 and the re-
mote controller controller 612 through the respective con-
trol lines. The indoor unit controller 610 includes a control
board 610a. A microcomputer 620 is mounted on the
control board 610a.
[0154] The outdoor unit controller 611 includes a con-
trol board 611a. A microcomputer 621 is mounted on the
control board 611a.
[0155] The remote controller controller 612 includes a
control board 612a. A microcomputer 622 is mounted on
the control board 612a.
[0156] Further, an air-blowing fan controller 613 con-
figured to control the air-blowing fan 604 is mounted to
the air-blowing fan 604 according to this embodiment.
An air-blowing fan controller 614 configured to control
the air-blowing fan 607 is mounted to the air-blowing fan
607 according to this embodiment.
[0157] The air-blowing fan controller 613 is communi-
cably connected to the indoor unit controller 610 through
the control line. The air-blowing fan controller 613 in-
cludes a control board 613a. A microcomputer 623 is
mounted on the control board 613a.
[0158] The air-blowing fan controller 614 is communi-
cably connected to the outdoor unit controller 611
through the control line. The air-blowing fan controller
614 includes a control board 614a. A microcomputer 624
is mounted on the control board 614a.
[0159] Further, the controller 30 includes a sensor con-
troller 615 configured to control the refrigerant detection
unit 605 and a sensor controller 616 configured to control
the refrigerant detection unit 608.
[0160] The sensor controller 615 is communicably con-
nected to the indoor unit controller 610. The sensor con-
troller 615 includes a control board 615a. A microcom-
puter 625 and the refrigerant detection unit 605 are un-
removably mounted on the control board 615a.
[0161] The sensor controller 616 is communicably con-
nected to the outdoor unit controller 611. The sensor con-
troller 616 includes a control board 616a. A microcom-
puter 626 and the refrigerant detection unit 608 are un-
removably mounted on the control board 616a.
[0162] The refrigerant detection units 605 and 608 ac-
cording to this embodiment are mounted directly on the
control boards 615a and 616a, respectively, but it suffices
that the refrigerant detection units 605 and 608 are un-
removably connected to the control boards 615a and
616a, respectively. For example, the refrigerant detec-

tion unit 605 may be provided in a position distant from
the control board 615a, and a wiring extending from the
refrigerant detection unit 605 may be unremovably con-
nected to the control board 615a by soldering or other
ways. The same applies to the refrigerant detection unit
608.
[0163] The microcomputers 625 and 626 of the sensor
controllers 615 and 616 each include a rewritable non-
volatile memory. In the same manner as in the fifth em-
bodiment, each nonvolatile memory is provided with a
leakage history bit for storing a history of the refrigerant
leakage. The leakage history bit can be set to "0" or "1".
As the leakage history bit, "0" indicates a state of absence
of refrigerant leakage history, and "1" indicates a state
of presence of a refrigerant leakage history. The leakage
history bit has an initial value of "0". That is, in a case of
the microcomputers 625 and 626 in brand-new condi-
tions or the microcomputers 625 and 626 having no re-
frigerant leakage history, the leakage history bit is set to
"0". The leakage history bit of the microcomputer 625 is
rewritten from "0" to "1" when the refrigerant detection
unit 605 detects the leakage of the refrigerant. When the
refrigerant detection unit 608 detects the leakage of the
refrigerant, the leakage history bit of the microcomputer
626 is rewritten from "0" to "1". Both the leakage history
bits of the microcomputers 625 and 626 can be rewritten
from "0" to "1" irreversibly only in one way. Further, the
leakage history bits of the microcomputers 625 and 626
are maintained irrespective of the presence or absence
of electric power supply to the microcomputers 625 and
626.
[0164] Memories of the microcomputers 620, 621, and
622 of the indoor unit 601, the outdoor unit 602, and the
remote controller 27 are each provided with a first leak-
age history bit corresponding to the leakage history bit
of the microcomputer 625 and a second leakage history
bit corresponding to the leakage history bit of the micro-
computer 626. Those leakage history bits can be set to
"0" or "1", and can be rewritten in both ways between "0"
and "1". The first leakage history bit of each of the micro-
computers 620, 621, and 622 has a value set to the same
value as that of the leakage history bit of the microcom-
puter 625 acquired through communications. The sec-
ond leakage history bit of each of the microcomputers
620, 621, and 622 has a value set to the same value as
that of the leakage history bit of the microcomputer 626
acquired through communications. Even when returning
to the initial value (for example, "0") due to an interruption
of the electric power supply, the first leakage history bits
and the second leakage history bits of the microcomput-
ers 620, 621, and 622 are set to the same value as those
of the leakage history bits of the microcomputers 625 and
626 again when the electric power supply is restarted.
[0165] When both the first leakage history bit and the
second leakage history bit of the microcomputer 620 are
set to "0", the indoor unit controller 610 normally controls
the indoor unit 601. The indoor unit 601 in this state con-
ducts and stops the operation in a normal state based
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on the operation through the remote controller 27. When
the first leakage history bit of the microcomputer 620 is
set to "1", the indoor unit controller 610 conducts, for
example, control for forcedly operating the air-blowing
fan 604 via the air-blowing fan controller 613.
[0166] When both the first leakage history bit and the
second leakage history bit of the microcomputer 620 are
set to "0", the outdoor unit controller 611 normally controls
the outdoor unit 602. When the first leakage history bit
or the second leakage history bit of the microcomputer
621 is set to "1", the outdoor unit controller 611 conducts,
for example, control for stopping the compressor 3. The
stoppage of the compressor 3 is continued as long as
the first leakage history bit or the second leakage history
bit of the microcomputer 621 is set to "1". Further, when
the second leakage history bit of the microcomputer 621
is set to "1", the outdoor unit controller 611 conducts, for
example, control for forcedly operating the air-blowing
fan 607 via the air-blowing fan controller 614. At this time,
the outdoor unit controller 611 may also conduct control
for forcedly operating the outdoor air-blowing fan 5f.
[0167] When both the first leakage history bit and the
second leakage history bit of the microcomputer 622 are
set to "0", the remote controller controller 612 normally
controls the remote controller 27. When the first leakage
history bit or the second leakage history bit of the micro-
computer 622 is set to "1", the remote controller controller
612 displays, for example, information including the ab-
normality type or the abnormality handling method on the
display unit provided to the remote controller 27. At this
time, the remote controller controller 612 may display
information on the refrigerant leakage point on the display
unit based on which one of the first leakage history bit
and the second leakage history bit is set to "1". For ex-
ample, when the first leakage history bit is set to "1",
information indicating that the leakage of the refrigerant
has occurred in the indoor unit 601 is displayed, and when
the second leakage history bit is set to "1", information
indicating that the leakage of the refrigerant has occurred
in the outdoor unit 602 is displayed. Further, the remote
controller controller 612 may be configured to cause the
audio output unit provided to the remote controller 27 to
inform of the information on the abnormality type, the
abnormality handling method, or the refrigerant leakage
point by voice.
[0168] Timings to stop the air-blowing fans 604 and
607 and the outdoor air-blowing fan 5f that are being
forcedly operated are the same as those of the first to
fourth embodiments. That is, each of the controllers that
form the controller 30 stop the air-blowing fans 604 and
607 and the outdoor air-blowing fan 5f with a trigger that
the temporal change of the refrigerant concentration
shifts from positive to negative or when the temporal
change of the refrigerant concentration is negative.
[0169] Fig. 21 and Fig. 22 are graphs for showing an
example of the temporal change of the refrigerant con-
centration exhibited when the refrigerant is leaked from
the outdoor unit 602 of the refrigeration cycle system ac-

cording to this embodiment and the air-blowing fan 607
for ventilation is operated. Fig. 21 corresponds to Fig. 6,
and Fig. 22 corresponds to Fig. 10. The refrigerant con-
centration was measured at the measurement point A
near the arrangement position of the refrigerant detection
unit 608 and the measurement point B distant from both
the outdoor unit 602 and the floor surface within the ma-
chine room space (see Fig. 19). As shown in Fig. 21 and
Fig. 22, the refrigerant concentration increases and de-
creases in the same manner as in the graphs of Fig. 6
and Fig. 10, respectively. However, in this embodiment,
the refrigerant leaked into the machine room space is
delivered to the outdoor space by the air-blowing fan 607
for ventilation, and hence the refrigerant concentration
measured at the measurement points A and B becomes
zero at the end.
[0170] According to this embodiment, in the same
manner as in the fifth embodiment, the leakage history
of the refrigerant is written to the nonvolatile memories
of the control boards 615a and 616a irreversibly. In order
to reset the leakage history of the refrigerant, the control
boards 615a and 616a need to be replaced by other con-
trol boards having no leakage history. When the control
boards 615a and 616a are replaced, the refrigerant de-
tection units 605 and 608 unremovably connected to the
control boards 615a and 616a are also replaced. Hence,
the refrigerant detection units 605 and 608 exposed to
the refrigerant atmosphere to have changed detection
characteristics can be prevented from being kept in con-
tinuous use. Further, in this embodiment, the operation
of the showcase cannot be restarted unless the control
boards 615a and 616a are replaced, and hence the op-
eration of the showcase that has not been repaired at
the refrigerant leakage point can be prevented from being
restarted due to a human error or intentionally.
[0171] In this embodiment, only the memories of the
microcomputers 620, 621, and 622 of the indoor unit 601,
the outdoor unit 602, and the remote controller 27 are
provided with the first leakage history bit and the second
leakage history bit, but the memories of the microcom-
puters 623 and 624 of the air-blowing fans 604 and 607
may also be provided with the first leakage history bit and
the second leakage history bit.
[0172] Further, in this embodiment, the air-blowing
fans 604 and 607 include the air-blowing fan controllers
613 and 614, respectively, and hence the air-blowing fan
604 and the indoor unit 601 as well as the air-blowing
fan 607 and the outdoor unit 602 are connected to each
other through the respective control lines. However, the
air-blowing fans 604 and 607 do not necessarily include
the controller. When the air-blowing fans 604 and 607 do
not include the controller, for example, the air-blowing
fan 604 and the indoor unit 601 as well as the air-blowing
fan 607 and the outdoor unit 602 are connected to each
other through a power supply line. In this case, the op-
eration and stoppage of the air-blowing fan 604 are con-
trolled by a relay of the control board 610a of the indoor
unit controller 610, and the operation and stoppage of
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the air-blowing fan 607 are controlled by a relay of a con-
trol board 611a of the outdoor unit controller 611.
[0173] Further, in this embodiment and the above-
mentioned fifth embodiment, the leakage history bit is
exemplified as the leakage history storage area provided
to the nonvolatile memory, but the present invention is
not limited thereto. The nonvolatile memory may be pro-
vided with, for example, the leakage history storage area
having equal to or larger than 2 bits. The leakage history
storage area selectively stores any one of first informa-
tion indicating the state of absence of refrigerant leakage
history and second information indicating the state of
presence of a refrigerant leakage history. Further, the
information stored in the leakage history storage area
can be changed from the first information to the second
information only in one way. The controller 30 (for exam-
ple, sensor controllers 615 and 616) is configured to
change the information stored in the leakage history stor-
age area from the first information to the second infor-
mation when detecting the leakage of the refrigerant.

Tenth Embodiment

[0174] A refrigeration cycle system according to a tenth
embodiment of the present invention is described with
reference to Fig. 19 and Fig. 20 already referred to above.
In this embodiment, the nonvolatile memory of the mi-
crocomputer 625 mounted on the control board 615a is
provided with the failure bit for storing the failure history
of the refrigerant detection unit 605 in place of the leakage
history bit described in the ninth embodiment or in addi-
tion to the leakage history bit. In the same manner, the
nonvolatile memory of the microcomputer 626 mounted
on the control board 616a is provided with the failure bit
for storing the failure history of the refrigerant detection
unit 608 in place of the leakage history bit described in
the ninth embodiment or in addition to the leakage history
bit. In the same manner as the leakage history bit, the
failure bit is set to "0" or "1", and has an initial value of
"0". When the refrigerant detection unit 605 fails, the fail-
ure bit of the microcomputer 625 is rewritten from "0" to
"1", and when the refrigerant detection unit 608 fails, the
failure bit of the microcomputer 626 is rewritten from "0"
to "1". The failure bits of the microcomputers 625 and
626 can be rewritten from "0" to "1" irreversibly only in
one way in the same manner as the leakage history bit.
Further, the failure bits of the microcomputers 625 and
626 are maintained irrespective of the presence or ab-
sence of the electric power supply to the microcomputers
625 and 626.
[0175] Further, memories of the microcomputers 620,
621, and 622 are each provided with a first failure bit
corresponding to the failure bit of the microcomputer 625
and a second failure bit corresponding to the failure bit
of the microcomputer 626. Those failure bits can be set
to "0" or "1", and can be rewritten in both ways between
"0" and "1". The first failure bits of the microcomputers
620, 621, and 622 have values set to the same value as

that of the failure bit of the microcomputer 625 acquired
through communications. The second failure bits of the
microcomputers 620, 621, and 622 have values set to
the same value as that of the failure bit of the microcom-
puter 626 acquired through communications. Even when
returning to the initial value (for example, "0") due to an
interruption of the electric power supply, the first failure
bits and the second failure bits of the microcomputers
620, 621, and 622 are set to the same value as that of
the failure bits of the microcomputers 625 and 626 again
when the electric power supply is restarted.
[0176] In the same manner as in the ninth embodiment,
when both the first failure bit and the second failure bit
are set to "0", the indoor unit controller 610, the outdoor
unit controller 611, and the remote controller controller
612 normally control the indoor unit 601, the outdoor unit
602, and the remote controller 27, respectively.
[0177] When the first failure bit or the second failure
bit of the microcomputer 620 is set to "1", the indoor unit
controller 610 conducts, for example, control for stopping
the operation of the indoor unit 601. Further, when the
first failure bit of the microcomputer 620 is set to "1", the
indoor unit controller 610 may conduct control for forcedly
operating the air-blowing fan 604 via the air-blowing fan
controller 613.
[0178] When the first failure bit or the second failure
bit of the microcomputer 621 is set to "1", the outdoor
unit controller 611 conducts, for example, the control for
stopping the compressor 3. The stoppage of the com-
pressor 3 is continued as long as the first failure bit or
the second failure bit of the microcomputer 621 is set to
"1". Further, when the second failure bit of the microcom-
puter 621 is set to "1", the outdoor unit controller 611 may
conduct control for forcedly operating the air-blowing fan
607 via the air-blowing fan controller 614. At this time,
the outdoor unit controller 611 may also conduct control
for forcedly operating the outdoor air-blowing fan 5f.
[0179] When both the first failure bit and the second
failure bit of the microcomputer 622 are set to "0", the
remote controller controller 612 normally controls the re-
mote controller 27. When the first failure bit or the second
failure bit of the microcomputer 622 is set to "1", the re-
mote controller controller 612 displays, for example, in-
formation including the abnormality type or the abnor-
mality handling method on the display unit provided to
the remote controller 27. At this time, the remote control-
ler controller 612 may display information on the failure
point on the display unit based on which one of the first
failure bit and the second failure bit is set to "1". For ex-
ample, when the first failure bit is set to "1", the remote
controller controller 612 displays information indicating
that the refrigerant detection unit 605 within the indoor
space has failed, and when the second failure bit is set
to "1", displays information indicating that the refrigerant
detection unit 608 within the machine room space has
failed. Further, the remote controller controller 612 may
be configured to cause the audio output unit provided to
the remote controller 27 to inform of the information on
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the abnormality type, the abnormality handling method,
or the failure point by voice.
[0180] As described in this embodiment and the above-
mentioned ninth embodiment, the refrigerant detection
unit or the air-blowing fan is not necessarily built into the
casing of the indoor unit or the outdoor unit of the refrig-
eration cycle apparatus. The refrigerant detection unit
and the air-blowing fan may be provided separately from
the refrigeration cycle apparatus as long as the refriger-
ant detection unit and the air-blowing fan are communi-
cably connected to the refrigeration cycle apparatus
through the control line or other ways, or are connected
to the refrigeration cycle apparatus in a remotely control-
lable manner through the power supply line.
[0181] Further, in this embodiment and the above-
mentioned ninth embodiment, the air-blowing fan 604
configured to stir the air within the indoor space is pro-
vided in the indoor space, and the air-blowing fan 607
for ventilation configured to deliver the air within the ma-
chine room space to the outdoor space is provided in the
machine room space, but the present invention is not
limited thereto. For example, an air-blowing fan for ven-
tilation configured to deliver the air within the indoor
space to the outdoor space may be provided in the indoor
space, or an air-blowing fan configured to stir the air with-
in the machine room space may be provided in the ma-
chine room space.
[0182] Further, in this embodiment and the above-
mentioned sixth embodiment, the failure bit is exemplified
as the failure history storage area provided to the non-
volatile memory, but the present invention is not limited
thereto. The nonvolatile memory may be provided with,
for example, the failure history storage area having equal
to or larger than 2 bits. The failure history storage area
selectively stores any one of the first information indicat-
ing the state of having no failure history in the refrigerant
detection unit and the second information indicating the
state of having a failure history in the refrigerant detection
unit. Further, the information stored in the failure history
storage area can be changed from the first information
to the second information only in one way. The controller
30 (for example, sensor controller 615) is configured to
change, when the refrigerant detection unit (for example,
refrigerant detection unit 605 mounted on the control
board 615a of the sensor controller 615) fails, the infor-
mation stored in the failure history storage area from the
first information to the second information.

Conclusions to First to Tenth Embodiments

[0183] As described above, the refrigeration cycle ap-
paratus according to the above-mentioned embodiments
includes: the refrigeration cycle (for example, refrigera-
tion cycle 40 or refrigerant circuit 310) configured to cir-
culate the refrigerant; the heat exchanger unit (for exam-
ple, indoor unit 1, outdoor unit 2, load unit 400, or heat
source unit 300) configured to accommodate at least the
heat exchanger (for example, load-side heat exchanger

7 or 202 or heat source-side heat exchanger 5 or 201)
of the refrigeration cycle; and the controller (for example,
controller 30, 301, or 401) configured to control the heat
exchanger unit. The heat exchanger unit includes: the
air-blowing fan (for example, indoor air-blowing fan 7f,
outdoor air-blowing fan 5f, or air-blowing fan 435); and
the refrigerant detection unit (for example, refrigerant de-
tection unit 98, 99, or 440) configured to detect the con-
centration of the leaked refrigerant and to output the de-
tection signal to the controller. The controller is config-
ured to operate the air-blowing fan when detecting the
leakage of the refrigerant, and to stop the air-blowing fan
with a trigger that the temporal change of the concentra-
tion of the leaked refrigerant shifts from positive to neg-
ative.
[0184] Further, the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments includes:
the refrigeration cycle (for example, refrigeration cycle
40 or refrigerant circuit 310) configured to circulate the
refrigerant; the heat exchanger unit (for example, indoor
unit 1, outdoor unit 2, load unit 400, or heat source unit
300) configured to accommodate at least the heat ex-
changer (for example, load-side heat exchanger 7 or 202
or heat source-side heat exchanger 5 or 201) of the re-
frigeration cycle; and the controller (for example, control-
ler 30, 301, or 401) configured to control the heat ex-
changer unit. The heat exchanger unit includes: the air-
blowing fan (for example, indoor air-blowing fan 7f, out-
door air-blowing fan 5f, or air-blowing fan 435); and the
refrigerant detection unit (for example, refrigerant detec-
tion unit 98, 99, or 440) configured to detect the concen-
tration of the leaked refrigerant and to output the detec-
tion signal to the controller. The controller is configured
to operate the air-blowing fan when detecting the leakage
of the refrigerant, and to stop the air-blowing fan when
the temporal change of the concentration of the leaked
refrigerant is negative.
[0185] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the con-
troller may be configured to operate the stopped air-blow-
ing fan again triggered by becoming positive from nega-
tive of a temporal change of the concentration of the
leaked refrigerant.
[0186] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the con-
troller may be configured to operate the stopped air-blow-
ing fan again when the temporal change of the concen-
tration of the leaked refrigerant is positive.
[0187] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the con-
troller may be configured to stop the air-blowing fan when
the state in which the temporal change of the concentra-
tion of the leaked refrigerant is negative is continued for
equal to or longer than the threshold time period set in
advance. Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the con-
troller may be configured to be inhibited from determin-
ing, until the predetermined time period has elapsed
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since the startup of the air-blowing fan, whether or not
the temporal change of the concentration of the leaked
refrigerant has shifted from positive to negative. Further,
in the refrigeration cycle apparatus according to the
above-mentioned embodiments, the controller may be
configured to be inhibited from determining, until the pre-
determined time period has elapsed since the startup of
the air-blowing fan, whether or not the temporal change
of the concentration of the leaked refrigerant is negative.
[0188] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the heat
exchanger may be a load-side heat exchanger (for ex-
ample, load-side heat exchanger 7 or 202) of the refrig-
eration cycle.
[0189] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the heat
exchanger may be a heat source-side heat exchanger
(for example, heat source-side heat exchanger 5 or 201)
of the refrigeration cycle.
[0190] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the con-
troller 30 includes: the control board 31b to which the
refrigerant detection unit 99 is unremovably connected;
and the nonvolatile memory provided on the control
board 31b. The nonvolatile memory is provided with the
leakage history storage area for storing any one of the
first information (for example, leakage history bit of "0")
indicating the state of absence of refrigerant leakage his-
tory and the second information (for example, leakage
history bit of "1") indicating the state of presence of a
refrigerant leakage history. The information stored in the
leakage history storage area can be changed from the
first information to the second information only in one
way. The controller 30 may be configured to change the
information stored in the leakage history storage area
from the first information to the second information when
detecting the leakage of the refrigerant.
[0191] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the con-
troller 30 includes: the control board 31b to which the
refrigerant detection unit 99 is unremovably connected;
and the nonvolatile memory provided on the control
board 31b. The nonvolatile memory is provided with the
failure history storage area for storing any one of the first
information (for example, failure bit of "0") indicating the
state of having no failure history in the refrigerant detec-
tion unit 99 and the second information (for example,
failure bit of "1") indicating the state of having a failure
history in the refrigerant detection unit 99. The informa-
tion stored in the failure history storage area can be
changed from the first information to the second informa-
tion only in one way. The controller 30 may be configured
to change the information stored in the failure storage
area from the first information to the second information
when the refrigerant detection unit 99 fails.
[0192] The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to
the above-mentioned embodiments includes: the refrig-
eration cycle (for example, refrigeration cycle 40 or re-

frigerant circuit 310) configured to circulate the refriger-
ant; the heat exchanger unit (for example, indoor unit 1,
outdoor unit 2, load unit 400, or heat source unit 300)
configured to accommodate at least the heat exchanger
(for example, load-side heat exchanger 7 or 202 or heat
source-side heat exchanger 5 or 201) of the refrigeration
cycle; and the controller (for example, controller 30, 301,
or 401) configured to control the heat exchanger unit.
The heat exchanger unit includes the refrigerant detec-
tion unit 99 configured to detect the refrigerant. The con-
troller includes: the control board 31b to which the refrig-
erant detection unit 99 is unremovably connected; and
the nonvolatile memory provided on the control board
31b. The nonvolatile memory is provided with the leakage
history storage area for storing any one of the first infor-
mation (for example, leakage history bit of "0") indicating
the state of absence of refrigerant leakage history and
the second information (for example, leakage history bit
of "1") indicating the state of presence of a refrigerant
leakage history. The information stored in the leakage
history storage area can be changed from the first infor-
mation to the second information only in one way. The
controller is configured to change the information stored
in the leakage history storage area from the first informa-
tion to the second information when detecting the leak-
age of the refrigerant.
[0193] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the heat
exchanger unit further includes the air-blowing fan (for
example, indoor air-blowing fan 7f, outdoor air-blowing
fan 5f, or air-blowing fan 435). The controller may be
configured to operate the air-blowing fan when the infor-
mation stored in the leakage history storage area is
changed from the first information to the second informa-
tion.
[0194] Further, the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments includes
the outdoor unit (for example, outdoor unit 2 or heat
source unit 300) configured to accommodate at least the
compressor of the refrigeration cycle. The controller 30
includes: a first controller (for example, indoor unit con-
troller 31) including the control board 31b and the non-
volatile memory; and a second controller (for example,
outdoor unit controller 32) communicably connected to
the first controller and configured to control the outdoor
unit. The memory of the second controller is provided
with the leakage history storage area corresponding to
the leakage history storage area provided to the nonvol-
atile memory. The leakage history storage area provided
to the memory of the second controller may be configured
to store the same information as the information stored
in the leakage history storage area provided to the non-
volatile memory.
[0195] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the sec-
ond controller may be configured to stop the compressor
when the information stored in the leakage history stor-
age area provided to the memory of the second controller
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is changed from the first information to the second infor-
mation.
[0196] Further, the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments further in-
cludes the operation unit (for example, operation unit 26
or remote controller 27) including the display unit or the
audio output unit that is configured to inform of the infor-
mation. The controller 30 includes: the first controller (for
example, indoor unit controller 31) including the control
board 31b and the nonvolatile memory; and a third con-
troller (for example, remote controller controller 33) com-
municably connected to the first controller and configured
to control the operation unit. A memory of the third con-
troller is provided with the leakage history storage area
corresponding to the leakage history storage area pro-
vided to the nonvolatile memory. The leakage history
storage area provided to the memory of the third control-
ler may be configured to store the same information as
the information stored in the leakage history storage area
provided to the nonvolatile memory.
[0197] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the third
controller may be configured to cause the operation unit
to inform of the information including the abnormality type
or the abnormality handling method when the information
stored in the leakage history storage area provided to
the memory of the third controller is changed from the
first information to the second information.
[0198] The refrigeration cycle apparatus according to
the above-mentioned embodiments includes: the refrig-
eration cycle (for example, refrigeration cycle 40 or re-
frigerant circuit 310) configured to circulate the refriger-
ant; the heat exchanger unit (for example, indoor unit 1,
outdoor unit 2, load unit 400, or heat source unit 300)
configured to accommodate at least the heat exchanger
(for example, load-side heat exchanger 7 or 202 or heat
source-side heat exchanger 5 or 201) of the refrigeration
cycle; and the controller (for example, controller 30, 301,
or 401) configured to control the heat exchanger unit.
The heat exchanger unit includes the refrigerant detec-
tion unit 99 configured to detect the refrigerant. The con-
troller includes: the control board 31b to which the refrig-
erant detection unit 99 is unremovably connected; and
the nonvolatile memory provided on the control board
31b. The nonvolatile memory is provided with the failure
history storage area for storing any one of the first infor-
mation (for example, failure bit of "0") indicating the state
of having no failure history in the refrigerant detection
unit 99 and the second information (for example, failure
bit of "1") indicating the state of having a failure history
in the refrigerant detection unit 99. The information stored
in the failure history storage area can be changed from
the first information to the second information only in one
way. The controller is configured to change the informa-
tion stored in the failure history storage area from the first
information to the second information when the refriger-
ant detection unit 99 fails.
[0199] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-

cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the heat
exchanger unit further includes the air-blowing fan (for
example, indoor air-blowing fan 7f, outdoor air-blowing
fan 5f, or air-blowing fan 435). The controller may be
configured to operate the air-blowing fan when the infor-
mation stored in the failure history storage area is
changed from the first information to the second informa-
tion.
[0200] Further, the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments includes
the outdoor unit (for example, outdoor unit 2 or heat
source unit 300) configured to accommodate at least the
compressor of the refrigeration cycle. The controller 30
includes: the first controller (for example, indoor unit con-
troller 31) including the control board 31b and the non-
volatile memory; and the second controller (for example,
outdoor unit controller 32) communicably connected to
the first controller and configured to control the outdoor
unit. The memory of the second controller is provided
with the failure history storage area corresponding to the
failure history storage area provided to the nonvolatile
memory. The failure history storage area provided to the
memory of the second controller may be configured to
store the same information as the information stored in
the failure history storage area provided to the nonvolatile
memory.
[0201] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the sec-
ond controller may be configured to stop the compressor
when the information stored in the failure history storage
area provided to the memory of the second controller is
changed from the first information to the second informa-
tion.
[0202] Further, the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments further in-
cludes the operation unit (for example, operation unit 26
or remote controller 27) including the display unit or the
audio output unit that is configured to inform of the infor-
mation. The controller 30 includes: the first controller (for
example, indoor unit controller 31) including the control
board 31b and the nonvolatile memory; and the third con-
troller (for example, remote controller controller 33) com-
municably connected to the first controller and configured
to control the operation unit. The memory of the third
controller is provided with the failure history storage area
corresponding to the failure history storage area provided
to the nonvolatile memory. The failure history storage
area provided to the memory of the third controller may
be configured to store the same information as the infor-
mation stored in the failure history storage area provided
to the nonvolatile memory.
[0203] Further, in the refrigeration cycle apparatus ac-
cording to the above-mentioned embodiments, the third
controller may be configured to cause the operation unit
to inform of the information including the abnormality type
or the abnormality handling method when the information
stored in the failure history storage area provided to the
memory of the third controller is changed from the first
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information to the second information.
[0204] The refrigeration cycle system according to the
above-mentioned embodiments includes: the refrigera-
tion cycle apparatus including the refrigeration cycle 40
configured to circulate the refrigerant and the controller
30 configured to control the refrigeration cycle 40; the
air-blowing fan (for example, air-blowing fans 604 and
607) controlled by the controller 30; and the refrigerant
detection unit (for example, refrigerant detection unit 605
or 608) configured to detect the concentration of the
leaked refrigerant and to output the detection signal to
the controller 30. The controller 30 is configured to op-
erate the air-blowing fan when detecting the leakage of
the refrigerant, and to stop the air-blowing fan with a trig-
ger that the temporal change of the concentration of the
leaked refrigerant shifts from positive to negative.
[0205] The refrigeration cycle system according to the
above-mentioned embodiments includes: the refrigera-
tion cycle apparatus including the refrigeration cycle 40
configured to circulate the refrigerant and the controller
30 configured to control the refrigeration cycle 40; the
air-blowing fan (for example, air-blowing fans 604 and
607) controlled by the controller 30; and the refrigerant
detection unit (for example, refrigerant detection unit 605
or 608) configured to detect the concentration of the
leaked refrigerant and to output the detection signal to
the controller 30. The controller 30 is configured to op-
erate the air-blowing fan when detecting the leakage of
the refrigerant, and to stop the air-blowing fan when the
temporal change of the concentration of the leaked re-
frigerant is negative.
[0206] The refrigeration cycle system according to the
above-mentioned embodiments includes: the refrigera-
tion cycle apparatus including the refrigeration cycle 40
configured to circulate the refrigerant and the controller
30 configured to control the refrigeration cycle 40; and
the refrigerant detection unit (for example, refrigerant de-
tection unit 605 or 608) configured to detect the refriger-
ant. The controller 30 includes: the control board (for ex-
ample, control boards 615a and 616a) to which the re-
frigerant detection unit is unremovably connected; and
the nonvolatile memory provided on the control board.
The nonvolatile memory is provided with the leakage his-
tory storage area for storing any one of the first informa-
tion (for example, leakage history bit of "0") indicating the
state of absence of refrigerant leakage history and the
second information (for example, leakage history bit of
"1") indicating the state of presence of a refrigerant leak-
age history. The information stored in the leakage history
storage area can be changed from the first information
to the second information only in one way. The controller
30 is configured to change the information stored in the
leakage history storage area from the first information to
the second information when detecting the leakage of
the refrigerant.
[0207] The refrigeration cycle system according to the
above-mentioned embodiments includes: the refrigera-
tion cycle apparatus including the refrigeration cycle 40

configured to circulate the refrigerant and the controller
30 configured to control the refrigeration cycle 40; and
the refrigerant detection unit (for example, refrigerant de-
tection unit 605 or 608) configured to detect the refriger-
ant. The controller 30 includes: the control board (for ex-
ample, control boards 615a and 616a) to which the re-
frigerant detection unit is unremovably connected; and
the nonvolatile memory provided on the control board.
The nonvolatile memory is provided with the failure his-
tory storage area for storing any one of the first informa-
tion (for example, failure bit of "0") indicating the state of
having no failure in the refrigerant detection unit history
and the second information (for example, failure bit of
"1") indicating the state of having a failure history in the
refrigerant detection unit. The information stored in the
failure history storage area can be changed from the first
information to the second information only in one way.
The controller 30 is configured to change the information
stored in the failure history storage area from the first
information to the second information when the refriger-
ant detection unit fails.

Other Embodiments

[0208] The present invention is limited by the claims.
In the above-mentioned embodiments, the refrigeration
cycle apparatus is exemplified by the air-conditioning ap-
paratus, the heat pump water heater, and the showcase.
However, embodiments can be applied to another refrig-
eration cycle apparatus, e.g., a chiller.
[0209] Further, the embodiments described above and
the modifications may be carried out in combinations.

Reference Signs List

[0210]

1 indoor unit 2 outdoor unit 3 compressor 4 refriger-
ant flow switching device 5 heat source-side heat
exchanger 5f outdoor air-blowing fan 6 pressure re-
ducing device 7 load-side heat exchanger 7f indoor
air-blowing fan 9a, 9b indoor pipe 10a, 10b extension
pipe 11 suction pipe 12 discharge pipe 13a, 13b ex-
tension pipe connecting valve 14a, 14b, 14c service
port 15a, 15b, 16a, 16b joint portion 20 partition por-
tion 20a air passage opening part 25 electrical com-
ponent box 26
operation unit 27 remote controller 30 controller 31
indoor unit controller 31a, 31b control board 32 out-
door unit controller 32a control board 33 remote con-
troller controller 33a control board 34, 35, 36, 37
microcomputer 38, 39 control line 40 refrigeration
cycle 81 air passage 91 suction air temperature sen-
sor 92 heat exchanger inlet temperature sensor 93
heat exchanger temperature sensor 98, 99 refriger-
ant detection unit 107 impeller 108 fan casing 108a
air outlet opening part 108b suction opening 111 cas-
ing 112 air inlet 113 air outlet 114a first front panel
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114b second front panel 114c third front panel 115a,
115b space 120 indoor space 201 heat source-side
heat exchanger 202
load-side heat exchanger 203 compressor 204 re-
frigerant flow switching device 205 intermediate
pressure receiver 206 first pressure reducing device
207 second pressure reducing device 211 suction
pipe 251 hot-water storage tank 252 expansion tank
253 pump 254 booster heater 255
three-way valve 256 strainer 257 flow switch 258
pressure relief valve 259 air purge valve 260 sub-
merged heater 261 coil 262, 263
drain outlet 264 manual air purge valve 281a, 281b
sanitary circuit-side pipe 282a, 282b heater circuit-
side pipe 300 heat source unit 301
controller 310 refrigerant circuit 311, 312 extension
pipe 313, 314, 315,316 joint portion 400 load unit
401 controller 410 water circuit 420 casing 421 water
circuit chamber 431 air inlet 432 air outlet 433
duct 434 air flow passage 435 air-blowing fan 436,
437
penetration part 440 refrigerant detection unit 501
operation unit 510
control line 601 indoor unit 602 outdoor unit 603 con-
trol line 604
air-blowing fan 605 refrigerant detection unit 606
communication line 607 air-blowing fan 608 refrig-
erant detection unit 609 communication line 610 in-
door unit controller 610a control board 611 outdoor
unit controller 611a control board 612 remote con-
troller controller 612a control board 613,614 air-
blowing fan controller 613a, 614acontrol board 615,
616 sensor controller 615a, 616a control board 620,
621, 622, 623, 624, 625, 626 microcomputer.

Claims

1. A refrigeration cycle apparatus, comprising:

a refrigeration cycle (40, 310) configured to cir-
culate refrigerant by a compressor (3);
a heat exchanger unit (1, 2, 400, 300) configured
to accommodate at least a heat exchanger (7,
202, 5, 201) of the refrigeration cycle (40, 310);
and
a controller (30, 301, 401) configured to control
the heat exchanger unit (1, 2, 400, 300),
the heat exchanger unit (1, 2, 400, 300) com-
prising a refrigerant detection unit (99) config-
ured to detect the refrigerant,
the controller (30, 301, 401) comprising

a control board (31b) to which the refrigerant
detection unit (99) is unremovably connect-
ed, and
a nonvolatile memory provided on the con-
trol board (31b),

the nonvolatile memory being provided with
a first leakage history storage area for stor-
ing any one of first information indicating a
state of absence of refrigerant leakage his-
tory and second information indicating a
state of presence of a refrigerant leakage
history, wherein

changing of the information stored in the first
leakage history storage area is allowed only in
one way from the first information to the second
information, and
the controller (30, 301, 401) is configured to

change the information stored in the first
leakage history storage area from the first
information to the second information when
detecting the leakage of the refrigerant,
stop the compressor when the information
stored in the first leakage history storage
area is changed from the first information to
the second information, and
prevent the compressor from starting until
the information stored in the first leakage
history storage area is changed from the
second information to the first information
by replacement of the control board.

2. The refrigeration cycle apparatus of claim 1, further
comprising an informing unit (26, 27) configured to
inform of information, wherein
the controller (30) comprises

a first controller (31) comprising the control
board (31b) and the nonvolatile memory, and
a second controller (33) communicably connect-
ed to the first controller (31) and configured to
control the informing unit (26, 27),

a memory of the second controller (33) is provided
with a second leakage history storage area, and
the second leakage history storage area is config-
ured to store the same information as the information
stored in the first leakage history storage area, and
wherein
the second controller is configured to

cause the informing unit to inform of information
including an abnormality type or an abnormality
handling method when the information stored in
the second leakage history storage area is
changed from the first information to the second
information,
cause the informing unit to continue to inform of
the information until the information stored in the
second leakage history storage area is changed
from the second information to the first informa-
tion by the replacement of the control board.
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Patentansprüche

1. Kältekreislaufvorrichtung, welche aufweist:

einen Kältekreislauf (40, 310), der konfiguriert
ist, Kältemittel mit einem Kompressor (3) zu zir-
kulieren;
eine Wärmetauschereinheit (1, 2, 400, 300), die
konfiguriert ist zum Aufnehmen zumindest eines
Wärmetauschers (7, 202, 5, 201) des Kälte-
kreislaufs (40, 310); und
eine Steuervorrichtung (30, 301, 401), die kon-
figuriert ist zum Steuern der Wärmetauscherein-
heit (1, 2, 400, 300),
wobei die Wärmetauschereinheit (1, 2, 400,
300) eine Kältemittel-Erfassungseinheit (99)
aufweist, die konfiguriert ist zum Erfassen des
Kältemittels,
die Steuervorrichtung (30, 301, 401) aufweist:

eine Steuerplatine (31b), mit dem die Käl-
temittel-Erfassungseinheit (99) unlösbar
verbunden ist, und
einen nichtflüchtigen Speicher, der auf der
Steuerplatine (31b) angeordnet ist,

wobei der nichtflüchtige Speicher mit einem ers-
ten Leckhistorie-Speicherbereich zum Spei-
chern irgendeiner von ersten Informationen, die
einen Zustand der Abwesenheit einer Historie
eines Entweichens von Kältemittel anzeigen,
und zweiten Informationen, die einen Zustand
des Vorhandenseins einer Historie eines Ent-
weichens anzeigen, versehen ist, wobei
eine Änderung der in dem ersten Leckhistorie-
Speicherbereich gespeicherten Informationen
nur auf einem Weg von den ersten Informatio-
nen zu den zweiten Informationen zulässig ist,
und
die Steuervorrichtung (30, 301, 401) konfiguriert
ist zum Ändern der in dem ersten Leckhistorie-
Speicherbereich gespeicherten Informationen
von den ersten Informationen in die zweiten In-
formationen, wenn das Leck des Kältemittels er-
fasst wird,
zum Stoppen des Kompressors, wenn die in
dem ersten Leckhistorie-Speicherbereich ge-
speicherten Informationen von den ersten Infor-
mationen in die zweiten Informationen geändert
werden und
zum Verhindern eines Startens des Kompres-
sors, bis die in dem ersten Leckhistorie-
Speicherbereich gespeicherten Informationen
durch Austauschen der Steuerplatine von den
ersten Informationen in die zweiten Informatio-
nen geändert werden.

2. Kältekreislaufvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, weiter-

hin aufweisend eine Mitteilungseinheit (26, 27), die
zur Mitteilung von Informationen konfiguriert ist, wo-
bei
die Steuervorrichtung (30) aufweist:

eine erste Steuervorrichtung (31), die die Steu-
erplatine (31b) und den nichtflüchtigen Speicher
aufweist, und
eine zweite Steuervorrichtung (33), die kommu-
nikativ mit der ersten Steuervorrichtung (31) ver-
bunden und zum Steuern der Mitteilungseinheit
(26, 27) konfiguriert ist,
wobei ein Speicher der zweiten Steuervorrich-
tung (33) mit einem zweiten Leckhistorie-
Speicherbereich versehen ist, und
der zweite Leckhistorie-Speicherbereich konfi-
guriert ist zum Speichern der gleichen Informa-
tionen wie die im ersten Leckhistorie-Speicher-
bereich gespeicherten Informationen, und wo-
bei die zweite Steuervorrichtung konfiguriert ist
zum Bewirken, dass die Mitteilungseinheit Infor-
mationen enthaltend einen Anomalitätstyp oder
ein Anomalitätshandhabungsverfahren, mitteilt,
wenn die in dem zweiten Leckhistorie-Speicher-
bereich gespeicherten Informationen von den
ersten Informationen in die zweiten Informatio-
nen geändert werden,
zum Bewirken, dass die Mitteilungseinheit die
Informationen weiter mitteilt, bis die in dem zwei-
ten Leckhistorie-Speicherbereich gespeicher-
ten Informationen durch Austauschen der Steu-
erplatine von den zweiten Informationen in die
ersten Informationen geändert werden.

Revendications

1. Appareil à cycle de réfrigération, comprenant :

un cycle de réfrigération (40, 310) qui est confi-
guré de manière à ce qu’il fasse circuler un ré-
frigérant par un compresseur (3) ;
une unité d’échangeur thermique (1, 2, 400,
300) qui est configurée de manière à ce qu’elle
loge au moins un échangeur thermique (7, 202,
5, 201) du cycle de réfrigération (40, 310) ; et
un contrôleur (30, 301, 401) qui est configuré de
manière à ce qu’il commande l’unité d’échan-
geur thermique (1, 2, 400, 300) ;
l’unité d’échangeur thermique (1, 2, 400, 300)
comprenant une unité de détection de réfrigé-
rant (99) qui est configurée de manière à ce
qu’elle détecte le réfrigérant ;
le contrôleur (30, 301, 401) comprenant :

une carte de commande (31b) à laquelle
l’unité de détection de réfrigérant (99) est
connectée de façon non amovible ; et
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une mémoire non volatile qui est prévue sur
la carte de commande (31b) ;
la mémoire non volatile étant munie d’une
première zone de stockage d’historique de
fuites pour stocker une quelconque infor-
mation qui est prise parmi une première in-
formation qui indique un état d’absence
d’un historique de fuites de réfrigérant et
une seconde information qui indique un état
de présence d’un historique de fuites de ré-
frigérant; dans lequel :

la modification de l’information qui est
stockée dans la première zone de stoc-
kage d’historique de fuites est autori-
sée seulement dans le sens qui va de
la première information à la seconde
information ; et
le contrôleur (30, 301, 401) est confi-
guré de manière à ce qu’il modifie l’in-
formation qui est stockée dans la pre-
mière zone de stockage d’historique de
fuites dans le sens qui va de la première
information à la seconde information
lors de la détection de la fuite du réfri-
gérant,

arrête le compresseur lorsque l’information qui
est stockée dans la première zone de stockage
d’historique de fuites est modifiée dans le sens
qui va de la première information à la seconde
information, et
empêche que le compresseur démarre jusqu’à
ce que l’information qui est stockée dans la pre-
mière zone de stockage d’historique de fuites
est modifiée dans le sens qui va de la première
information à la seconde information par rem-
placement de la carte de commande.

2. Appareil à cycle de réfrigération selon la revendica-
tion 1, comprenant en outre une unité d’avertisse-
ment (26, 27) qui est configurée de manière à ce
qu’elle fournisse des informations, dans lequel :

le contrôleur (30) comprend :

la carte de commande (31b) et la mémoire
non volatile, et
un deuxième contrôleur (33) qui est connec-
té en termes de communication au premier
contrôleur (31) et qui est configuré de ma-
nière à ce qu’il commande l’unité d’avertis-
sement (26, 27) ;

une mémoire du deuxième contrôleur (33) est
munie d’une deuxième zone de stockage d’his-
torique de fuites, et
la deuxième zone de stockage d’historique de

fuites est configurée de manière à ce qu’elle
stocke la même information que l’information qui
est stockée dans la première zone de stockage
d’historique de fuites, et dans lequel :
le deuxième contrôleur est configuré de manière
à ce qu’il :

force l’unité d’avertissement (26, 27) à four-
nir des informations qui incluent un type
d’anomalie ou un procédé de gestion d’ano-
malie lorsque l’information qui est stockée
dans la deuxième zone de stockage d’his-
torique de fuites est modifiée dans le sens
qui va de la première information à la se-
conde information,
force l’unité d’avertissement à continuer à
fournir les informations jusqu’à ce que l’in-
formation qui est stockée dans la deuxième
zone de stockage d’historique de fuites est
modifiée dans le sens qui va de la seconde
information à la première information par
remplacement de la carte de commande.
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