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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a monitoring
device for monitoring a boundary section of a safety zone
and to a method for monitoring such a boundary section.
[0002] Light curtain devices can be used to detect the
presence of an object along a boundary section of a safe-
ty zone. When an object is detected, a warning signal
may be emitted. For example, a light curtain device can
be arranged at a boundary of a dangerous zone of a
manufacturing site to detect that a human is passing the
boundary of the dangerous zone. It can be desired to
obtain further information about the boundary section of
the safety zone to thereby improve the monitoring of said
boundary section.
[0003] The document DE 10 2012 007 520 B3 disclos-
es combinations of different sensors that are chosen
such as to fulfill given detection purposes. As an example,
it is suggested to monitor a zone around a forklift using
two laser scanners and a radar. However, in DE 10 2012
007 520 B3, the various sensors are used to monitor
entire zones and a monitoring of a boundary section of
a safety zone is not addressed.
[0004] Document DE 42 33 810 C2 discloses a moni-
toring device for a work machine which comprises a light
curtain for detecting an object or a person entering a work
area of the work machine. The monitoring device further
includes a rotating scanning device for detecting a pres-
ence of an object or a person within the work area.
[0005] Further, document DE 20 2004 020 863 U1 dis-
closes a monitoring apparatus for monitoring an area
comprising a dangerous machine located in a dangerous
area. The monitoring apparatus comprises a light curtain
and a protection device which is implemented as a laser
scanner.
[0006] It is one object of the present invention to pro-
vide an improved monitoring of a boundary section of a
safety zone.
[0007] Accordingly, a monitoring device for monitoring
a boundary section of a safety zone for detecting an ob-
ject at least partially entering or leaving the safety zone
through the boundary section is provided. The monitoring
device comprises:

a light curtain device for detecting an object touching
the boundary section;
at least one radar device for detecting a movement
direction of the object relative to the boundary sec-
tion and/or a material property of the object; and
an evaluation device for emitting an evaluation result
based on a radar device signal from the radar device
and optionally based on a light curtain device signal
from the light curtain device.

[0008] The safety zone can be a three dimensional or
two-dimensional region. It may be at least partially de-
limited by the boundary section. In embodiments, the
safety zone is a dangerous zone, for example a danger-

ous zone of a factory arrangement comprising a danger-
ous factory device. The safety zone can be a virtual zone,
which does not have any physical boundaries.
[0009] The boundary section may be a two-dimension-
al area or a one-dimensional line. For example, the
boundary section is a plane delimiting the safety zone.
The boundary section can be the boundary between the
inside of the safety zone and the outside of the safety
zone. In particular, the boundary section delimits a dan-
gerous zone from a non-dangerous zone. The boundary
section may also be a virtual area which is not defined
by any physical boundaries.
[0010] The object can be any type of visible item. For
example, it can be a manufactured object, a human, a
vehicle or the like.
[0011] The light curtain device may detect whether any
object is touching the boundary section or not. It can be
considered that an object is touching the boundary sec-
tion if any part thereof is in contact with the boundary
section. In particular, an object that crosses the boundary
section touches the boundary section. For example, the
object has to touch the boundary section to at least par-
tially enter or leave the safety zone. The light curtain de-
vice can be arranged along the boundary section, in par-
ticular at an edge of the boundary section.
[0012] To detect the presence of an object touching
the boundary section, the light curtain device can com-
prise a light emitting element for emitting light beams, for
example in a pulsed manner at predetermined frequency,
as well as a light receiving element for receiving only light
at the predetermined frequency. When the power of the
light emitted by the light emitting element changes, for
example due to the presence of an object touching the
boundary section, the light curtain device recognizes the
presence of the object touching the boundary section.
[0013] The light emitting element can emit the light
along the boundary section, in particular such that the
light is emitted along a grid that coincides with the bound-
ary section. In embodiments, the light emitting element
is arranged on one side of the boundary section and the
light receiving element is arranged on the other side of
the boundary section. The light curtain device may de-
termine the light curtain device signal, which for example
indicates whether an object touches the boundary sec-
tion or not.
[0014] The radar device can be a device that uses ra-
dar waves for detecting the distance between the radar
device and an object, and/or an angle between a refer-
ence plane of the radar device and the object. In partic-
ular, a 3D position of the object can be determined by
combining the information about the distance and angle
of the object. The position of the object can be expressed
relative to the boundary section. The movement direction
of the object relative to the boundary section can be de-
termined by analysing subsequent positions of the object.
In particular, the radar device is configured to perform a
three-dimensional monitoring of a zone monitored by the
radar device.
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[0015] The radar device may further be used to detect
the material property of the object. The material property
of the object can for example be whether the object is
made of wood, plastic, metal, paper, cardboard or if it is
a human or an animal. This material property may be
part of the radar device signal.
[0016] The radar device can comprise a radar emitter
for emitting the radar waves and a radar receiver for re-
ceiving the radar waves. In particular, the radar receiver
receives radar waves that are reflected by the object and
are indicative of the position, movement direction and/or
material property of the object.
[0017] For example, the size of the radar wave re-
ceived by the radar receiver can vary depending on the
permittivity of the object. An analysis of the radar waves
received by the radar receiver may allow to determine
the permittivity of the object. In particular, the material
out of which the object is made can be determined from
its permittivity.
[0018] The radar device signal can be determined by
the radar device and may indicate the position of the ob-
ject, the movement direction of the object relative to the
boundary section and/or the material property of the ob-
ject. The movement direction relative to the boundary
section for example indicates whether the objects moves
towards the boundary section or away from the boundary
section.
[0019] The radar waves emitted by the radar device
may have frequencies ranging between 18 GHz and 40
GHz, in particular between 20 GHz and 30 GHz.
[0020] The evaluation device can receive the radar de-
vice signal from the radar device and/or the light curtain
device signal from the light curtain device. The evaluation
device may evaluate this or these receives signal(s) and
determine the evaluation result based thereon.
[0021] In particular, the light curtain device and the ra-
dar device are used in combination to monitor the bound-
ary section of the safety zone. The radar device may
allow to monitor not only the boundary section itself but
also its surroundings. Thereby, objects approaching the
boundary section may be detected and it can be possible
to predict critical events occurring at the boundary section
such as crossings of the boundary section. The monitor-
ing of the safety zone can thereby be improved. In par-
ticular, it can be prevented that an object enters the safety
zone more reliably.
[0022] According to an embodiment, the monitoring
device further comprises a protection device for emitting
a warning signal and/or performing a predetermined pro-
tective measure based on the evaluation result.
[0023] The evaluation device can send the evaluation
result to the protection device. The protection device may
take a decision regarding a protective measure to be tak-
en in view of the evaluation result. For example, if the
evaluation result indicates an immediate danger, the pro-
tection device can perform an emergency protective
measure. This can be the case when the result indicates
that an object is entering the safety zone. In this case,

the evaluation device may, as a protective measure, turn
off and/or slow down any dangerous facilities (such as
factory devices) located in the safety zone to avoid dam-
aging the entering object. The evaluation device can also,
as another protective measure, provide a physical barrier
to prevent the object from attaining the dangerous facil-
ities of the safety zone.
[0024] Depending on the evaluation result, the protec-
tion device can take different types of predetermined pro-
tective measures. In particular, the protection device de-
termines the predetermined protective measure in ac-
cordance with the evaluation result. The protection de-
vice can also choose to take no actions if the evaluation
result is not critical, in particular if no object is detected
at or close to the boundary section.
[0025] The emission of the warning signal can be an
example of a predetermined protective measure. The
warning signal can be a light signal or a sound signal.
[0026] The protection device allows to protect the
boundary section, the safety zone and/or the object by
taking appropriate protective measures depending on
the evaluation result.
[0027] According to a further embodiment, the moni-
toring device further comprises a muting device for tem-
porarily deactivating the protection device and/or the light
curtain device as a function of the evaluation result.
[0028] The process of temporarily deactivating the pro-
tection device and/or the light curtain device performed
by the muting device can be called "muting". The muting
function may be performed when the monitoring device
recognizes that no critical event is occurring or about to
occur. The muting can prevent the protection device from
unnecessarily performing the predetermined protective
measure. For example, the muting can be activated when
the monitoring device recognises, based on the evalua-
tion result, that the object passing the boundary section
is leaving the safety zone, that the object is a non-critical
object and/or when the object moves at a predetermined
speed. Further, muting can be performed when the ma-
terial property of the object as detected by the radar de-
vice indicates that the object is made of plastic or wood,
while it may be deactivated when the material property
of the object as detected by the radar device indicates
that the object is a human, in particular when a human
enters the safety zone. Taking into account the material
property of the object may thus improve the monitoring
of the boundary section.
[0029] In embodiments, the muting device performs
the muting function when the object is detected in a mut-
ing zone. Said muting zone can be within the safety zone.
In particular, the muting zone touches the boundary sec-
tion.
[0030] In embodiment, the muting device does not per-
form the muting function when the object is detected in
an alarm zone. Said alarm zone can be outside the safety
zone. In particular, the alarm zone touches the boundary
section.
[0031] According to a further embodiment, the evalu-
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ation result indicates whether the object is inside or out-
side the safety zone, the movement direction of the object
relative to the boundary section as detected by the radar
device and/or whether the object is touching the bound-
ary section.
[0032] In particular, the evaluation result indicates
whether the object is inside or outside the safety zone
based on the position of the object determined by the
radar device. For example, an object that is inside the
safety zone can be a product that is being manufactured
while an object outside the safety zone can be a human,
in particular a technician, in the case that the safety zone
is a dangerous zone of a factory arrangement or manu-
facturing site. The evaluation result can also indicate
whether the object is located within the muting zone or
the alarm zone.
[0033] The movement direction of the object relative
to the boundary section for example indicates whether
the object is moving towards or away from the boundary
section. In particular, it can indicate whether the object
is about to leave or to enter the safety zone through the
boundary section or whether the object is entering or
leaving the safety zone through the boundary section.
[0034] The indication that the object is touching the
boundary may be derived from the light curtain device
signal from the light curtain device.
[0035] According to a further embodiment, the radar
device has a detection region, wherein the radar device
and the light curtain device are arranged such that the
detection region at least partially overlaps with the bound-
ary section.
[0036] In particular, the detection region of the radar
device is the region that is reached by the radar waves
and in which the radar device can detect the position of
an object and/or a movement direction of the object rel-
ative to the boundary section. The detection region may
have an ellipsoidal shape.
[0037] According to a further embodiment, the bound-
ary section is covered by the detection region. In partic-
ular, the boundary section is entirely within the detection
region.
[0038] According to a further embodiment, the detec-
tion region has an elongated shape with a detection axis,
and the radar device and the light curtain device are ar-
ranged such that the detection axis runs parallel to the
boundary section.
[0039] In particular, the radar and the light curtain de-
vice are arranged together on one side of the boundary
section. A main direction along which the radar device
emits the radar signal, which can correspond to the de-
tection axis, can be parallel to a main direction along
which the light curtain device emits the light signal. The
detection region may be symmetric around the detection
axis.
[0040] According to a further embodiment, the detec-
tion region has an elongated shape with a detection axis,
and the radar device and the light curtain device are ar-
ranged such that the detection axis runs perpendicular

to the boundary section.
[0041] In particular, the light curtain device and the ra-
dar device are not arranged at the same geometric po-
sition with respect to the safety zone. In embodiments,
the radar device is arranged within or outside the safety
zone.
[0042] According to a further embodiment, the light cur-
tain device comprises a plurality of light emitting elements
arranged on or at a first support element and a plurality
of light receiving elements arranged on or at a second
support element, the boundary section being between
the support elements. In particular, the light emitting el-
ements emit light along the boundary section.
[0043] According to a further embodiment, the radar
device comprises a radar sender and a radar receiver,
the radar sender and the radar receiver being arranged
at or on at least one of the first and/or second support
element.
[0044] In particular, the radar sender and/or the radar
receiver can be arranged on the same support element
as the light emitting elements and/or the light receiving
elements. The radar sender and radar receiver may be
positioned on the same support element.
[0045] According to a further embodiment, the radar
device comprises a radar sender and a radar receiver,
the radar sender and the radar receiver being arranged
at a predetermined distance from the first and the second
support element.
[0046] According to a further embodiment, the safety
zone is situated between the radar device and the light
curtain device. In particular, the radar device and the light
curtain device are arranged such that the safety zone is
located therebetween.
[0047] According to a second aspect, a factory ar-
rangement is provided. The factory arrangement com-
prises:

a safety zone delimited by at least one boundary
section, wherein, in the safety zone, at least one fac-
tory device is arranged and implemented to perform
a predetermined function; and
a monitoring device according to the first aspect or
according to an embodiment of the first aspect, im-
plemented to detect if an object at least partially en-
ters or leaves the safety zone through the boundary
section.

[0048] For example, the factory device is a manufac-
turing device, a conveyor belt or a packing device. It can
comprise dangerous elements such as saws, drills, laser
cutters and the like. The factory device can be used to
manufacture objects such as metal, plastic or wood ob-
jects and/or to pack them in boxes, for example in card-
board boxes. In particular, it should be avoided that a
human enters in contact with the dangerous elements of
the factory device as the human may injure himself. The
safety of the human may be provided by the monitoring
device already described above. In particular, when a
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box leaves the safety zone, there is no danger and muting
is performed. Alternatively, when a human is about to
enter the safety zone, the monitoring device may recog-
nize the danger and not perform the muting.
[0049] According to a third aspect, a method for mon-
itoring a boundary section of a safety zone is provided.
The method comprises:

operating a light curtain device to detect if an object
touches the boundary section; and
contemporaneously operating at least one radar de-
vice for detecting a movement direction of the object
relative to the boundary section and/or a material
property of the object; and
emitting an evaluation result based on a radar device
signal from the radar device and optionally based on
a light curtain device signal from the light curtain de-
vice.

[0050] The embodiments and features described with
reference to the monitoring device according to the first
aspect or according to an embodiment of the first aspect
apply mutatis mutandis to the factory arrangement ac-
cording to the second aspect and to the method accord-
ing to the third aspect.
[0051] Further possible implementations or alternative
solutions of the invention also encompass combinations
- that are not explicitly mentioned herein - of features
described above or below with regard to the embodi-
ments. The person skilled in the art may also add indi-
vidual or isolated aspects and features to the most basic
form of the invention.
[0052] Further embodiments, features and advantag-
es of the present invention will become apparent from
the subsequent description and dependent claims, taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 shows a monitoring device according to a first
embodiment;

Fig. 2 shows a factory arrangement according to a
first embodiment;

Fig. 3 shows a monitoring device according to a sec-
ond embodiment;

Fig. 4 shows a factory arrangement according to a
second embodiment;

Fig. 5 shows a detailed view of the monitoring device
according to the second embodiment;

Fig. 6A shows a view of a first example of an object
detected by the monitoring device according
to the second embodiment;

Fig. 6B shows another view of the first example of the
object detected by the monitoring device ac-
cording to the second embodiment

Fig. 7A shows a view of a second example of an object
detected by the monitoring device according
to the second embodiment;

Fig. 7B shows another view of the second example of
the object detected by the monitoring device

according to the second embodiment
Fig. 8A shows a factory arrangement according to a

third embodiment detecting a first object;
Fig. 8B shows a factory arrangement according to a

third embodiment detecting a second object;
and

Fig. 9 shows a method for monitoring a boundary
section of a safety zone.

[0053] In the Figures, like reference numerals desig-
nate like or functionally equivalent elements, unless oth-
erwise indicated.
[0054] Fig. 1 shows a monitoring device 1 according
to a first embodiment. The monitoring device 1 comprises
a light curtain device 4, a radar device 5 and an evaluation
device 7 which are connected to one another through
cables 8. The functionality of the monitoring device 1 will
be described in view of Fig. 2, which shows a factory
arrangement 10 according to a first embodiment.
[0055] The factory arrangement 10 comprises the
monitoring device 1 of Fig. 1. In Fig. 2, the factory ar-
rangement 10 is viewed from above. The monitoring de-
vice 1 is used to monitor a boundary section 3 of a safety
zone 2. The safety zone 2 corresponds to a dangerous
zone comprising a dangerous factory device 26. In the
present example, the factory device 26 is a laser cutter
used to cut objects to be manufactured. It is desired that
humans, for example technicians, stay outside the safety
zone 2 to avoid getting injured by the laser cutter 26. The
safety zone 2 is a virtual cuboid that is delimited by the
boundary section 3 on one side. The boundary section
3 is a plane. In Fig. 2, the boundary section 3 is repre-
sented as a dashed line while the remaining boundaries
of the safety zone 2 are represented by dashed-and-dot-
ted lines.
[0056] The light curtain device 4 comprises a light emit-
ting element 4a and a light receiving element 4b arranged
with the boundary section 3 therebetween. The light emit-
ting element 4a emits light as a light beam 9 along the
boundary section 3. The light receiving element 4b re-
ceives the light emitted by the light emitting element 4a.
Depending on the frequency of the light received by the
light receiving element 4b, it can be determined whether
an object 6 touches the light beam 9 and hence the
boundary section 3. In Fig. 2, the object 6 is not touching
the boundary section 3.
[0057] The radar device 5 is used contemporaneously
to the light curtain device 4. The radar device 5 monitors
a detection region 15 using radar waves. The detection
region has a conical shape with a detection axis 28 along
the boundary section 3. When the object 6 is within the
detection region 15, the radar device 5 can detect its
position and a movement direction of the object 6 relative
to the boundary section 3. For the object 6 of Fig. 2, the
radar device 5 determines that the object is in the dan-
gerous zone 2 and that it is moving towards a non-dan-
gerous zone 27 outside the dangerous zone 2. In Fig. 2,
the movement direction of the object 6 is indicated by the
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direction arrow 18.
[0058] The object 6 is an object that is being manufac-
tured by the laser cutter 26 but has unintentionally been
dropped.
[0059] A detection signal of the light curtain device 4,
also called light curtain device signal (LDS), is sent to
the evaluation unit 7 by the light curtain device 4 for eval-
uation. A detection signal of the radar device 5, also
called radar device signal (RDS), is sent to the evaluation
unit 7 by the radar device 4 for evaluation. The evaluation
unit 7 evaluates the two signals LDS, RDS and deter-
mines and emits an evaluation result based thereon. The
evaluation result indicates whether the object 6 is inside
or outside the safety zone 2, whether the object 6 moves
towards the boundary section 3 or away from it, and
whether the object touches the boundary section 3 or
not. In the example shown in Fig. 2, the evaluation result
indicates that the object 6 is in the safety zone 2 moving
towards the boundary section 3 but not touching the
boundary section 3 (yet).
[0060] Fig. 3 shows a monitoring device 20 according
to a second embodiment. The monitoring device 20 ac-
cording to the second embodiment differs from the mon-
itoring device 1 according to the first embodiment in that
it further comprises a protection device 21 and a muting
device 22, the functions of which will be described in the
following with reference to Fig. 4 to 7B.
[0061] Fig. 4 shows a factory arrangement 25 accord-
ing to a second embodiment. The factory arrangement
25 comprises the monitoring device 20 according to the
second embodiment. The factory arrangement 25 ac-
cording to the second embodiment differs from the fac-
tory arrangement 10 according to the first embodiment
in that the factory device 11 is a conveyor belt for bringing
objects 14 from a first part 12 to a second part 13 of the
factory arrangement 25. In the second embodiment, the
objects 14 are boxes. The conveyor belt 11 is within the
safety zone or dangerous zone 2.
[0062] As shown in Fig. 4 and 5, the monitoring device
20 comprises a first support element 16 and a second
support element 17. The first support element 16 com-
prises five identical light emitting elements 4a arranged
at regular intervals and each emitting light as a light beam
9 along the boundary section 3. Correspondingly, the
second support element 17 comprises five identical light
receiving elements 4b arranged at regular intervals for
detecting the light emitted from the respective light emit-
ting elements 4a.
[0063] Additionally, the first support element 16 com-
prises four radar devices 5, each comprising a radar
sender 5a and a radar receiver 5b. The radar sender 5a
and the radar receiver 5b are located very close to one
another. The radar senders 5a send the radar waves
along the detection zone 15, which here has an ellipsoidal
shape. The radar receivers 5b receive the emitted radar
waves coming back. The received signal depends on
whether an object 14 is located within the detection zone
15, on the position of such an object 14 and/or on its

movement direction.
[0064] The monitoring device 20 allows to distinguish
between objects located in an alarm zone 23 and objects
located in a muting zone 24, as will be described below.
The alarm zone 23 corresponds to the half of the detec-
tion zone 15 which is located on the outside of the safety
zone 2 while the muting zone 24 corresponds to the half
of the detection zone 15 which is located within the safety
zone 2.
[0065] Referring to Fig. 6A, 6B, 7A and 7B, it will be
described how the monitoring device 20 according to the
second embodiment is used to monitor the boundary sec-
tion 3. In the Fig. 6A, 6B, 7A and 7B, the conveyor belt
11 is not shown for clarity reasons, but it is understood
that the factory arrangement 25 is the same in Fig. 6A,
6B, 7A and 7B as in Fig. 4.
[0066] In Fig. 6A, an object 19 moves towards the safe-
ty zone 2 along the direction 18. The object 19 is a human.
The position of the human 19 and his movement direction
is detected by the radar device 5 provided in the first
support element 16 because the human 19 is within the
detection region 15. In the present case, the evaluation
device 7 determines, as an evaluation result, that the
human 19 is in the alarm zone 23 of the detection region
15 (i.e. in the bottom half of the detection region 15 in
Fig. 6A) and that it is moving towards the boundary sec-
tion 3.
[0067] When the evaluation result indicates the pres-
ence of an object in the alarm zone, the protection device
21 performs a predetermined protective measure. In-
deed, there is a risk that the human 19 crosses the bound-
ary section 13 and enters the dangerous safety zone 2.
The protection device 21 here emits an alarm, in partic-
ular a sound signal, as a protective measure to indicate
the danger. When hearing the sound signal, it is expected
that the human 19 stops and turns around before entering
the dangerous zone 2.
[0068] It is however possible that the human 19 does
not stop and turn around despite the warning alarm (see
Fig. 6B). In this case, the human 19 can go as far as to
touch the boundary section 3. When he touches the
boundary section 3, the light curtain device 4 sends a
light curtain device signal LDS to the evaluation device
7 indicating that an object 19 is touching the boundary
section 3. In parallel, the radar device 5 sends a radar
device signal RDS indicating that the object 19 moves
towards the dangerous zone 2. The evaluation device 7
combines the received information to obtain an evalua-
tion result indicating that the object 19 is touching the
boundary section 3 and that the object 19 moves towards
the dangerous zone 2.
[0069] Based on this evaluation result, the protection
device 21 recognizes an immediate danger and turns off
the dangerous factory device 11 to avoid the human 19
getting injured.
[0070] Thus, depending on the position and movement
direction of the human 19, the monitoring device 20 takes
appropriate protective measures to avoid the human 19
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getting injured. In addition, the factory device 11 is only
turned off when it is necessary.
[0071] Fig. 7A and 7B show an example in which a box
14 is leaving the dangerous area 2. It can happen that a
box 14 falls from the conveyor belt 11, thereby causing
it to cross the boundary section 3 and to leave the dan-
gerous zone 2.
[0072] In Fig. 7A, the radar device 5 detects that an
object 14 is located in the muting zone 24 of the detection
region 15 and that it moves towards boundary section 3.
The light curtain device 4 does not detect the presence
of the object 14 touching the boundary section 3. Thus,
the evaluation result indicates that the object 14 is located
in the muting zone 24 and approaching the boundary
section 3.
[0073] This evaluation result causes the muting device
22 of the monitoring device 20 to perform a muting func-
tion. This means that the muting device 22 temporarily
deactivates the light curtain device 4. Indeed, there is no
danger when the box 14 falls out of the safety zone 2 and
it is hence unnecessary to turn off the conveyor belt 11.
[0074] When muting is activated, no protective meas-
ures are taken when an object 14 touches the boundary
section 3, as shown in Fig. 7B. Indeed, as shown in Fig.
7B, when the box 14 passes the boundary section 3, no
alarm is emitted by the protection device 21 and the con-
veyor belt 11 is not turned off either. This is advantageous
because the conveyor belt 11 is not unnecessarily turned
off when there is no real danger.
[0075] The muting is for example deactivated when the
monitoring device 20 detects that the object 14 has com-
pletely passed the boundary section 3 and/or is moving
away from the boundary section 3.
[0076] Fig. 8A shows a factory arrangement 35 accord-
ing to a third embodiment. The factory arrangement 35
differs from the factory arrangement 25 according to the
second embodiment in that it comprises a monitoring de-
vice 30 according to a third embodiment instead of the
monitoring device 20 according to the second embodi-
ment. The monitoring device 30 according to the third
embodiment differs from the monitoring device 20 ac-
cording to the second embodiment in that the radar de-
vice 5 is not part of a first support element 31 but is rather
arranged away therefrom. In particular, the radar device
5 is neither part of the first support element 31 nor of a
second support element 32
[0077] Namely, the radar device 5 is arranged such
that the safety zone 2 is located between the radar device
5 and the boundary section 3 defined by the light curtain
device 2. The detection axis 28 of the radar device 5 is
perpendicular to the boundary section 3.
[0078] In addition to the functions of the monitoring de-
vice 20 of the second embodiment (such as the muting
and performing of a predetermined protective measure),
the monitoring device 30 according to the third embodi-
ment can also detect the material out of which a detected
object is made. This material detection is performed by
the radar device 5. In the monitoring device 30, the eval-

uation result is determined as a function of the material
property of the detected object.
[0079] For example, in Fig. 8A, a cardboard box 14 is
approaching the boundary section 3 from outside the
safety zone 2. Although the cardboard box 14 is within
the alarm zone 23 of the detection region 15, there is no
danger because the cardboard box 14 is not a human.
Thus, when the monitoring device 30 detects that the box
14 is made of cardboard, no alarm is emitted by the pro-
tective device 21. In addition, when the detected object
14 is made of cardboard or of another non-human ma-
terial, the muting device 22 temporarily deactivates the
light curtain device 4 such that the conveyor belt 11 is
not turned off when said object touches the boundary
section 3.
[0080] In the example of Fig. 8B, a human 19 is ap-
proaching the boundary section 3 from the outside of the
safety zone 2. The radar device 5 detects that the object
is a human 19. Hence, the evaluation result indicates that
a human 19 is in the alarm zone 23, thereby indicating
that there is a risk of injuring the human 19. In the case
that a human 19 is detected, no muting is performed.
Instead, the protection device 21 emits a warning signal
and if the human 19 touches the boundary section 3, the
conveyor belt 11 is further turned off, as described in view
of Fig. 6A and 6B.
[0081] Fig. 9 shows a method for monitoring a bound-
ary section 3 of a safety zone 2. In a step S0, the moni-
toring device 1, 20, 30 is provided. In a step S1, the light
curtain device 4 is operated to detect if an object 6, 14,
19 touches the boundary section 3. In a step S2, at least
one radar device 5 is contemporaneously operated for
detecting a position of the object 6, 14, 19 and/or a move-
ment direction of the object 6, 14, 19 relative to the bound-
ary section 3. In a step S2, an evaluation result is emitted
based on a signal from the radar device 5 and optionally
based on a signal from the light curtain device 4.
[0082] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed in accordance with preferred embodiments, it is
obvious for the person skilled in the art that modifications
are possible in all embodiments. For example, the pro-
tective measures performed by the protection device 21
can be different and can include the emission of a visual
warning signal. The shapes and sizes of the detection
region, safety zone, alarm zone and/or muting zone can
vary. Different protective measures can be performed by
the protection device 21 depending on the material of the
detected object, the position of the object and/or its move-
ment direction. The monitoring device 1, 20, 30 can also
be used to detect the presence, position and movement
direction of several objects at the time and to perform
appropriate protective measures.
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2 safety zone
3 boundary section
4 light curtain device
4a light emitting element
4b light receiving element
5 radar device
5a radar sender
5b radar receiver
6 object
7 evaluation device
8 cable
9 light beam
10 factory arrangement
11 factory device
12 first part
13 second part
14 box
15 detection region
16 first support element
17 second support element
18 direction
19 human
20 monitoring device
21 protection device
22 muting device
23 alarm zone
24 muting zone
25 factory arrangement
26 factory device
27 non-dangerous zone
28 detection axis
30 monitoring device
31 first support element
32 second support element
35 factory arrangement
LDS light curtain device signal
RDS radar device signal
SO - S3 method steps

Claims

1. A monitoring device (1, 20, 30) for monitoring a
boundary section (3) of a safety zone (2) for detecting
an object (6, 14, 19) at least partially entering or leav-
ing the safety zone (2) through the boundary section
(3), comprising:

a light curtain device (4) for detecting an object
(6, 14, 19) touching the boundary section (3);
at least one radar device (5) for detecting a
movement direction of the object (6, 14, 19) rel-
ative to the boundary section (3) and/or a mate-
rial property of the object (6, 14, 19); and
an evaluation device (7) for emitting an evalua-
tion result based on a radar device signal (RDS)
from the radar device (5) and optionally based
on a light curtain device signal (LDS) from the

light curtain device (4).

2. The monitoring device according to claim 1, further
comprising a protection device (21) for emitting a
warning signal and/or performing a predetermined
protective measure based on the evaluation result.

3. The monitoring device according to claim 1 or 2, fur-
ther comprising a muting device (22) for temporarily
deactivating the protection device (21) and/or the
light curtain device (4) as a function of the evaluation
result.

4. The monitoring device according to one of claims 1
- 3, wherein the evaluation result indicates whether
the object (6, 14, 19) is inside or outside the safety
zone (2), the movement direction of the object (6,
14, 19) relative to the boundary section (3) as de-
tected by the radar device (5) and/or whether the
object (6, 14, 19) is touching the boundary section
(3).

5. The monitoring device according to one of claims 1
to 4, wherein the radar device (5) has a detection
region (15), wherein the radar device (5) and the light
curtain device (4) are arranged such that the detec-
tion region (15) at least partially overlaps with the
boundary section (3).

6. The monitoring device according to claim 5, wherein
the boundary section (3) is covered by the detection
region (15).

7. The monitoring device according to claim 5 or 6,
wherein the detection region (15) has an elongated
shape with a detection axis (28), and the radar device
(5) and the light curtain device (4) are arranged such
that the detection axis (28) runs parallel to the bound-
ary section (3).

8. The monitoring device according to claim 5 or 6,
wherein the detection region (15) has an elongated
shape with a detection axis (28), and the radar device
(5) and the light curtain device (4) are arranged such
that the detection axis (28) runs perpendicular to the
boundary section (3).

9. The monitoring device according to any one of claims
1 - 8, wherein the light curtain device (4) comprises
a plurality of light emitting elements (4a) arranged
on or at a first support element (16) and a plurality
of light receiving elements (4b) arranged on or at a
second support element (17), the boundary section
(3) being between the support elements (16, 17).

10. The monitoring device according to claim 9, wherein
the radar device (5) comprises a radar sender (5a)
and a radar receiver (5b), the radar sender (5a) and
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the radar receiver (5b) being arranged at or on at
least one of the first and/or second support element
(16, 17).

11. The monitoring device according to claim 9, wherein
the radar device (5) comprises a radar sender (5a)
and a radar receiver (5b), the radar sender (5a) and
the radar receiver (5b) being arranged at a prede-
termined distance from the first and the second sup-
port element (16, 17).

12. The monitoring device according to any one of claims
1 - 7, wherein the safety zone (2) is situated between
the radar device (5) and the light curtain device (4).

13. A factory arrangement (10, 25, 35) comprising:

a safety zone (2) delimited by at least one bound-
ary section (3), wherein, in the safety zone (2),
at least one factory device (11, 26) is arranged
and implemented to perform a predetermined
function; and
a monitoring device (1, 20, 30) according to any
one claims 1 - 12, implemented to detect if an
object (6, 14, 19) at least partially enters or
leaves the safety zone (2) through the boundary
section (3).

14. A method for monitoring a boundary section (3) of a
safety zone (2) comprising:

operating a light curtain device (4) to detect if an
object (6, 14, 19) touches the boundary section
(3); and
contemporaneously operating at least one radar
device (5) for detecting a movement direction of
the object (6, 14, 19) relative to the boundary
section (3) and/or a material property of the ob-
ject (6, 14, 19); and
emitting an evaluation result based on a radar
device signal (RDS) from the radar device (5)
and optionally based on a light curtain device
signal (LDS) from the light curtain device (4).

Patentansprüche

1. Überwachungseinrichtung (1, 20, 30) zum Überwa-
chen eines Grenzabschnitts (3) einer Sicherheitszo-
ne (2) zum Erfassen eines Objekts (6, 14, 19), das
zumindest teilweise in die Sicherheitszone (2) eintritt
oder sie durch den Grenzabschnitt (3) verlässt, um-
fassend:

eine Lichtschrankeneinrichtung (4) zum Erfas-
sen eines Objekts (6, 14, 19), das den Grenz-
abschnitt (3) berührt;
mindestens eine Radareinrichtung (5) zum Er-

fassen einer Bewegungsrichtung des Objekts
(6, 14, 19) in Bezug auf den Grenzabschnitt (3)
und/oder einer Materialeigenschaft des Objekts
(6, 14, 19); und
eine Auswerteeinrichtung (7) zum Ausgeben ei-
nes Auswerteergebnisses basierend auf einem
Radareinrichtungssignal (RDS) der Radarein-
richtung (5) und optional basierend auf einem
Lichtschrankeneinrichtungssignal (LDS) der
Lichtschrankeneinrichtung (4).

2. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 1, ferner
umfassend eine Schutzeinrichtung (21) zum Aus-
senden eines Warnsignals und/oder zum Durchfüh-
ren einer vorbestimmten Schutzmaßnahme basie-
rend auf dem Auswerteergebnis.

3. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
ferner umfassend eine Muting-Einrichtung (22) zum
vorübergehenden Deaktivieren der Schutzeinrich-
tung (21) und/oder der Lichtschrankeneinrichtung
(4) in Abhängigkeit vom Auswerteergebnis.

4. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 - 3, wobei das Auswerteergebnis angibt, ob
sich das Objekt (6, 14, 19) innerhalb oder außerhalb
der Sicherheitszone (2) befindet, die durch die Ra-
dareinrichtung (5) erfasste Bewegungsrichtung des
Objekts (6, 14, 19) in Bezug auf den Grenzabschnitt
(3) angibt und/oder angibt, ob das Objekt (6, 14, 19)
den Grenzabschnitt (3) berührt.

5. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 4, wobei die Radareinrichtung (5) einen
Erfassungsbereich (15) aufweist, wobei die Radar-
einrichtung (5) und die Lichtschrankeneinrichtung
(4) so angeordnet sind, dass der Erfassungsbereich
(15) zumindest teilweise mit dem Grenzabschnitt (3)
überlappt.

6. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei
der Grenzabschnitt (3) durch den Erfassungsbereich
(15) abgedeckt ist.

7. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 5 oder 6,
wobei der Erfassungsbereich (15) eine längliche
Form mit einer Erfassungsachse (28) aufweist, und
die Radareinrichtung (5) und die Lichtschrankenein-
richtung (4) so angeordnet sind, dass die Erfas-
sungsachse (28) parallel zum Grenzabschnitt (3)
verläuft.

8. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 5 oder 6,
wobei der Erfassungsbereich (15) eine längliche
Form mit einer Erfassungsachse (28) aufweist, und
die Radareinrichtung (5) und die Lichtschrankenein-
richtung (4) so angeordnet sind, dass die Erfas-
sungsachse (28) senkrecht zum Grenzabschnitt (3)
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verläuft.

9. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 - 8, wobei die Lichtschrankeneinrichtung (4)
eine Vielzahl von Lichtausgabeelementen (4a), die
auf oder an einem ersten Trägerelement (16) ange-
ordnet sind, und eine Vielzahl von Lichtempfangse-
lementen (4b), die auf oder an einem zweiten Trä-
gerelement (17) angeordnet sind, umfasst, wobei
der Grenzabschnitt (3) zwischen den Trägerelemen-
ten (16, 17) liegt.

10. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei
die Radareinrichtung (5) einen Radarsender (5a)
und einen Radarempfänger (5b) umfasst, wobei der
Radarsender (5a) und der Radarempfänger (5b) an
oder auf mindestens einem der ersten und/oder
zweiten Trägerelemente (16, 17) angeordnet sind.

11. Überwachungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei
die Radareinrichtung (5) einen Radarsender (5a)
und einen Radarempfänger (5b) umfasst, wobei der
Radarsender (5a) und der Radarempfänger (5b) in
einem vorbestimmten Abstand vom dem ersten und
dem zweiten Trägerelement (16, 17) angeordnet
sind.

12. Überwachungseinrichtung nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 - 7, wobei die Sicherheitszone (2) zwischen
der Radareinrichtung (5) und der Lichtschrankenein-
richtung (4) angeordnet ist.

13. Fabrikanordnung (10, 25, 35), umfassend:

eine Sicherheitszone (2), die durch mindestens
einen Grenzabschnitt (3) begrenzt ist, wobei in
der Sicherheitszone (2) mindestens eine Fabri-
keinrichtung (11, 26) angeordnet und geeignet
ist, eine vorbestimmte Funktion durchzuführen;
und
eine Überwachungseinrichtung (1, 20, 30) nach
einem der Ansprüche 1 - 12, die geeignet ist, zu
erfassen, ob ein Objekt (6, 14, 19) zumindest
teilweise in die Sicherheitszone (2) eintritt oder
sie durch den Grenzabschnitt (3) verlässt.

14. Verfahren zum Überwachen eines Grenzabschnitts
(3) einer Sicherheitszone (2), umfassend:

Betreiben einer Lichtschrankeneinrichtung (4)
zum Erfassen, ob ein Objekt (6, 14, 19) den
Grenzabschnitt (3) berührt; und
gleichzeitiges Betreiben mindestens einer Ra-
dareinrichtung (5) zum Erfassen einer Bewe-
gungsrichtung des Objekts (6, 14, 19) in Bezug
auf den Grenzabschnitt (3) und/oder einer Ma-
terialeigenschaft des Objekts (6, 14, 19); und
Ausgeben eines Auswerteergebnisses basie-

rend auf einem Radareinrichtungssignal (RDS)
von der Radareinrichtung (5) und optional ba-
sierend auf einem Lichtschrankeneinrichtungs-
signal (LDS) von der Lichtschrankeneinrichtung
(4).

Revendications

1. Dispositif de surveillance (1, 20, 30) pour surveiller
une section limite (3) d’une zone de sécurité (2) pour
détecter un objet (6, 14, 19) entrant ou sortant au
moins partiellement de la zone de sécurité (2) par la
section limite (3), comprenant :

un dispositif de barrière immatérielle (4) pour
détecter un objet (6, 14, 19) touchant la section
limite (3) ;
au moins un dispositif de radar (5) pour détecter
une direction de mouvement de l’objet (6, 14,
19) par rapport à la section limite (3) et/ou une
propriété matérielle de l’objet (6, 14, 19) ; et
un dispositif d’évaluation (7) pour émettre un ré-
sultat d’évaluation basé sur un signal de dispo-
sitif de radar (RDS) provenant du dispositif de
radar (5) et facultativement basé sur un signal
de dispositif de barrière immatérielle (LDS) pro-
venant du dispositif de barrière immatérielle (4).

2. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 1,
comprenant en outre un dispositif de protection (21)
pour émettre un signal d’avertissement et/ou exécu-
ter une mesure de protection prédéterminée basé
sur le résultat d’évaluation.

3. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 1 ou
2, comprenant en outre un dispositif de désactivation
(22) pour désactiver temporairement le dispositif de
protection (21) et/ou le dispositif de barrière imma-
térielle (4) en fonction du résultat d’évaluation.

4. Dispositif de surveillance selon l’une des revendica-
tions 1 à 3, dans lequel le résultat de l’évaluation
indique si l’objet (6, 14, 19) se trouve à l’intérieur ou
à l’extérieur de la zone de sécurité (2), la direction
de déplacement de l’objet (6, 14, 19) par rapport à
la section limite (3) détectée par le dispositif radar
(5) et/ou si l’objet (6, 14, 19) touche la section limite
(3).

5. Dispositif de surveillance selon l’une des revendica-
tions 1 à 4, dans lequel le dispositif de radar (5) com-
prend une zone de détection (15), le dispositif de
radar (5) et le dispositif de barrière immatérielle (4)
étant disposés de telle sorte que la zone de détection
(15) chevauche au moins partiellement la section
limite (3).
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6. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 5,
dans lequel la zone limite (3) est couverte par la zone
de détection (15).

7. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 5 ou
6, dans lequel la zone de détection (15) a une forme
allongée avec un axe de détection (28), et le dispo-
sitif radar (5) et le dispositif de barrière immatérielle
(4) sont disposés de telle sorte que l’axe de détection
(28) soit parallèle à la section limite (3).

8. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 5 ou
6, dans lequel la zone de détection (15) a une forme
allongée avec un axe de détection (28), et le dispo-
sitif radar (5) et le dispositif de barrière immatérielle
(4) sont disposés de telle sorte que l’axe de détection
(28) soit perpendiculaire à la section limite (3).

9. Dispositif de surveillance selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 8, dans lequel le dispositif de
barrière immatérielle (4) comprend une pluralité
d’éléments émetteurs de lumière (4a) disposés sur
ou le long d’un premier élément de support (16) et
une pluralité d’éléments récepteurs de lumière (4b)
disposés sur ou le long d’un deuxième élément de
support (17), la section limite (3) étant entre les élé-
ments de support (16,17).

10. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 9,
dans lequel le dispositif de radar (5) comprend un
émetteur radar (5a) et un récepteur radar (5b),
l’émetteur radar (5a) et le récepteur radar (5b) étant
disposés sur ou le long d’au moins un des premier
et/ou deuxième éléments de support (16, 17).

11. Dispositif de surveillance selon la revendication 9,
dans lequel le dispositif radar (5) comprend un émet-
teur radar (5a) et un récepteur radar (5b), l’émetteur
radar (5a) et le récepteur radar (5b) étant disposés
à une distance prédéterminée du premier et du
deuxième élément de support (16, 17).

12. Dispositif de surveillance selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 7, dans lequel la zone de
sécurité (2) est située entre le dispositif de radar (5)
et le dispositif de barrière immatérielle (4).

13. Agencement d’usine (10, 25, 35) comprenant :

une zone de sécurité (2) délimitée par au moins
une section limite (3), dans lequel, dans la zone
de sécurité (2), au moins un dispositif d’usine
(11, 26) est agencé et configuré pour exécuter
une fonction prédéterminée ; et
un dispositif de surveillance (1, 20, 30) selon
l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 12,
configuré pour détecter si un objet (6, 14, 19)
entre ou sort au moins partiellement de la zone

de sécurité (2) par la section limite (3).

14. Procédé de surveillance d’une section limite (3)
d’une zone de sécurité (2) comprenant :

utilisation d’un dispositif de barrière immatérielle
(4) pour détecter si un objet (6, 14, 19) touche
la section limite (3) ; et
utilisation simultanée d’au moins un dispositif de
radar (5) pour détecter une direction de mouve-
ment de l’objet (6, 14, 19) par rapport à la section
limite (3) et/ou une propriété matérielle de l’objet
(6, 14, 19) ; et
émission d’un résultat d’évaluation basé sur un
signal de dispositif de radar (RDS) provenant du
dispositif de radar (5) et éventuellement basé
sur un signal de dispositif de barrière immaté-
rielle (LDS) provenant du dispositif de barrière
immatérielle (4).
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