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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a torque detec-
tion device for detecting a torque applied to a rotating
body, and an electric power steering apparatus including
the torque detection device and a steering assist electric
motor , according to claim 1

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A torque detection device is disclosed in Patent
Document 1 and the like. The torque detection device of
Patent Document 1 includes two magnetic flux collecting
rings, arranged in a spaced side by side relation in an
axis line direction outside an outer periphery of a mag-
netic circuit forming member provided in a rotating body
which includes an input shaft and an output shaft coupled
by a torsion bar, for collecting the magnetic flux generated
by the magnetic circuit forming member: and a detector
for detecting the torque applied to the rotating body based
on the density of the magnetic flux collected by each mag-
netic flux collecting ring.
[0003] The torque detection device configured as
above is incorporated in an electric power steering ap-
paratus for a vehicle and the like. The electric power
steering apparatus includes the rotating body of which
input shaft is connected to a steering wheel; a tubular
housing for accommodating and supporting the rotating
body; a steering assist electric motor connected to the
output shaft by way of a reduction gear mechanism; and
a control unit connected to a drive circuit of the electric
motor and the detector and configured using a micro-
processor, where the detector detects the torque applied
to the input shaft when the steering wheel is steered
through a torsion generated in the torsion bar, and the
drive of the electric motor is controlled based on the de-
tected torque.
[0004] When incorporating the torque detection device
to the housing, the entire torque detection device is in-
serted to the inside from one end of the housing, and
fixed inside.
[Patent Document 1] Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open No. 2003-149062
[0005] US 2003/167857 A1 discloses a torque sensor
for detecting steering power or torque applied to a shaft
of the steering of a vehicle comprising a torsion bar con-
nected at its opposite ends to a first shaft and a second
shaft, a multi-pole magnet fixed to either one of said
shafts, a multi-pole yoke fixed to either one of said shafts,
a pair of magnetic flux collecting members and a mag-
netic sensor for detecting magnetic field intensity via said
pair of magnetic flux collecting members.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0006] However, in the torque detection device config-
ured as in Patent Document 1, the entire torque detection
device is inserted to the inside of the housing and fixed
inside the housing, and thus the task of fixing the torque
detection device at an appropriate position in the housing
is difficult to carry out, and improvement is desired.
[0007] FIG. 14 is a cross sectional view showing, in an
enlarged manner, one part of an electric power steering
apparatus equipped with an improved torque detection
device. The applicant of the present invention developed
a torque detection device equipped with a holding ring
104 including a ring part 102 holding a magnetic flux col-
lecting ring 100 and a detector 101, an attachment part
103 arranged in a projecting manner at the outside of
one side in a radial direction of the ring part 102, and a
flange arranged around the distal end of the attachment
part 103. A housing 105 of the electric power steering
apparatus includes a pass-through hole 106 that passes
through in the radial direction, an attachment seat 107
continuing to the hole edge of the pass-through hole 106,
and a screw hole perforated in the attachment seat 107,
so that the holding ring 104 of the torque detection device
is inserted into the pass-through hole 106 from the radi-
ally outward side of the housing 105, the flange is con-
tacted to the attachment seat 107, and a machine screw
is tightened to the screw hole from an insertion hole per-
forated in the flange to fix the torque detection device to
the housing 105.
[0008] The fixing workability of the torque detection de-
vice can be improved according to the above configura-
tion. However, since both ends in the axis line direction
of the holding ring 104 have a similar shape, when the
holding ring 104 is inserted to the pass-through hole 106
of the housing 105, the holding ring 104 might be inserted
into the pass-through hole 106 in a direction opposite to
the appropriate direction, and attached to the housing
105 in such state. If the holding ring 104 is attached in
the direction opposite to the appropriate direction, the
phase on a coordinate axis of the electrical characteris-
tics of the output signal outputted from the detector 101
becomes the opposite of the phase of the electrical char-
acteristics of the output signal outputted from the detector
101 when the holding ring 104 is attached in the appro-
priate direction.
[0009] The present invention is provided in view of the
above situation, and the main object thereof as defined
in claim 1, is to provide a torque detection device capable
of being reliably prevented from being attached to a sta-
tionary object in a direction opposite to the appropriate
direction. Another object is to provide a torque detection
device capable of being attached to a stationary object
without taking directivity into consideration. Another fur-
ther object is to provide an electric power steering appa-
ratus capable of reliably preventing the torque detection
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device from being incorporated in the housing in the di-
rection opposite to the appropriate direction. Another fur-
ther object is to provide an electric power steering appa-
ratus capable of incorporating the torque detection de-
vice in the housing without taking directivity into consid-
eration.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS

[0010] A torque detection device according to a first
aspect includes: a magnetic flux collecting ring arranged
outside an outer periphery of a magnetic circuit forming
member which is provided in a rotating body applied with
a torque, the magnetic flux collecting ring for collecting
a magnetic flux generated by the magnetic circuit forming
member; a detector for detecting the torque applied to
the rotating body based on a density of the magnetic flux
collected by the magnetic flux collecting ring; and a hold-
ing ring for holding the magnetic flux collecting ring and
the detector and having an attachment part to be attached
to a stationary object on an outer periphery; wherein the
holding ring has an attachment-preventing convex part
for preventing attachment to the stationary object by con-
tacting the stationary object on one end face in an axis
line direction.
[0011] A torque detection device according to a second
aspect includes: a magnetic flux collecting ring arranged
outside an outer periphery of a magnetic circuit forming
member which is provided in a rotating body applied with
a torque, the magnetic flux collecting ring for collecting
a magnetic flux generated by the magnetic circuit forming
member; a detector for detecting the torque applied to
the rotating body based on a density of the magnetic flux
collected by the magnetic flux collecting ring; and a hold-
ing ring for holding the magnetic flux collecting ring and
the detector and having an attachment part to be attached
to a stationary object on an outer periphery; wherein the
holding ring is symmetric in an axis line direction with a
middle in the axis line direction as a center.
[0012] An electric power steering apparatus according
to a third aspect includes: the torque detection device
according to the first or second aspect; a housing having
a pass-through hole passing in a radial direction through
a cylindrical part for accommodating and supporting the
rotating body and being attached with the attachment
part with the holding ring fitted into the pass-through hole;
a steering shaft connected to the rotating body; a control
unit for driving a steering assist electric motor based on
the torque detected by the torque detection device; and
transmitting means for transmitting a rotation force of the
electric motor to a steering mechanism.

EFFECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0013] According to the first aspect, since the attach-
ment-preventing convex part is arranged on one end face
in the axis line direction of the holding ring, the attach-
ment-preventing convex part contacts the stationary ob-

ject thereby preventing attachment to the stationary ob-
ject when attached to the stationary object in a direction
opposite to an appropriate direction. Therefore, attach-
ment to the stationary object in a direction opposite to
the appropriate direction is reliably prevented.
[0014] According to the second aspect, attachment to
the stationary object becomes possible without taking
directivity into consideration since the holding ring is
formed symmetric to the axis line direction with the middle
in the axis line direction as the center. In this case, the
holding ring is directed in one of the two directions, and
thus the electrical characteristics of the output signal out-
putted from the detector become appropriate electrical
characteristics or electrical characteristics whose phase
on the coordinate axis is the opposite from the appropri-
ate electrical characteristics. Which one is the electrical
characteristic is found from the quality inspection after
assembling. If the phase of the electrical characteristics
of the output signal outputted from the detector is the
opposite of the phase of the electrical characteristics of
the output signal outputted from the detector when the
holding ring is attached in the appropriate direction from
the quality inspection, the phase of the electrical charac-
teristics of the output signal outputted from the detector
can be corrected by rewriting the set data stored in the
memory of the detector.
[0015] According to the third aspect, the attachment-
preventing convex part is arranged on one end face in
the axis line direction of the holding ring, and thus when
the torque detection device is inserted to the pass-
through hole of the housing in a direction opposite to the
appropriate direction, the attachment-preventing convex
part contacts the housing and thus cannot be inserted
into the pass-through hole. Therefore, the torque detec-
tion device is reliably prevented from being incorporated
into the housing in the direction opposite to the appropri-
ate direction.
[0016] Since the holding ring of the torque detection
device is formed symmetric to the axis line direction with
the middle in the axis line direction as the center, the
holding ring of the torque detection device can be inserted
to the pass-through hole of the housing without taking
directivity into consideration. In this case, the torque de-
tection device is directed in one of the two directions, and
thus the electrical characteristics of the output signal out-
putted from the detector become appropriate electrical
characteristics or electrical characteristics whose phase
on the coordinate axis is the opposite from the appropri-
ate electrical characteristics. Which one is the electrical
characteristic is found from the quality inspection after
assembling. If the phase of the electrical characteristics
of the output signal outputted from the detector is the
opposite of the phase of the electrical characteristics of
the output signal outputted from the detector when the
holding ring is attached in the appropriate direction from
the quality inspection, the phase of the electrical charac-
teristics of the output signal outputted from the detector
can be corrected by electrically rewriting the set data
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stored in the memory of the detector.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017]

FIG. 1 is a cross sectional view showing a configu-
ration of a torque detection device according to the
present invention;
FIG. 2 is a side view showing the configuration of
the torque detection device according to the present
invention;
FIG. 3 is a front view showing the configuration of
the torque detection device according to the present
invention;
FIG. 4 is a frame format exploded perspective view
showing the configuration of the torque detection de-
vice according to the present invention;
FIG. 5 is an explanatory view of a magnetic circuit
formed when a rotating body is rotated in one direc-
tion;
FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of the main
parts showing an example where the torque detec-
tion device is used in the electric power steering ap-
paratus;
FIG. 7 is a front view showing a configuration of the
main parts of the electric power steering apparatus
according to the present invention;
FIG. 8 is a side view showing a configuration of the
main parts of the electric power steering apparatus
according to the present invention:
FIG. 9 is a cross sectional view showing a configu-
ration of the entire electric power steering apparatus
according to the present invention;
FIG. 10 is a front view showing a configuration of a
second embodiment of the torque detection device
according to the present invention;
FIG. 11 is a side view showing a configuration of the
second embodiment of the torque detection device
according to the present invention;
FIG. 12 is a plan view showing a configuration of the
second embodiment of the torque detection device
according to the present invention;
FIG. 13 is a plan view of the main parts showing an
example where the torque detection device of the
second embodiment is used in the electric power
steering apparatus; and
FIG. 14 is a cross sectional view showing, in an en-
larged manner, one part of an electric power steering
apparatus equipped with an improved torque detec-
tion device.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0018]

A torque detection device
B stationary object

2 first rotating body (rotating body)
3 second rotating body (rotating body)
4 magnetic circuit forming member
5 magnetic flux collecting ring
6 detector
7 holding ring
72 attachment part
73 attachment-preventing convex part
20 steering shaft
21 transmission shaft (transmitting means)
25 housing (stationary object)
25a cylindrical part
25c pass-through hole
26 electric motor
28 control unit

BEST EMBODIMENT FOR IMPLEMENTING THE IN-
VENTION

[0019] The present invention will be described in detail
below with reference to the drawings showing embodi-
ments thereof.

[First embodiment]

[0020] FIG. 1 is a cross sectional view showing a con-
figuration of a torque detection device according to the
present invention, FIG. 2 is a side view showing the con-
figuration of the torque detection device, FIG. 3 is a front
view showing the configuration of the torque detection
device, FIG. 4 is a frame format exploded perspective
view showing the configuration of the torque detection
device, and FIG. 5 is an explanatory view of a magnetic
circuit formed when a rotating body is rotated in one di-
rection.
[0021] A torque detection device A includes two mag-
netic flux collecting rings 5, 5, arranged spaced apart in
an axis line direction outside the outer periphery of a mag-
netic circuit forming member 4 of a first rotating body 2
and a second rotating body 3 coaxially coupled by a tor-
sion bar 1, for collecting the magnetic flux generated by
the magnetic circuit forming member 4; a detector 6 for
detecting the torque applied to the first rotating body 2
based on the density of the magnetic flux collected by
each magnetic flux collecting ring 5, 5; a holding ring 7
for holding the magnetic flux collecting rings 5, 5 and the
detector 6 and including an attachment part 72 on the
outer periphery; and a detection circuit substrate 9 con-
nected to the detector 6 by a conductive wire 8. The mag-
netic circuit forming member 4 includes a plurality of per-
manent magnets 41 attached to the outer periphery of
the first rotating body 2, and two magnetic rings 42, 42
arranged on the outer periphery of the permanent magnet
41 and externally fitted to and fixed to the second rotating
body 3.
[0022] The permanent magnet 41 is a multi-pole po-
larized ring in which the N pole and the S pole are alter-
nately polarized at a plurality of circumferential positions,
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and is externally fitted to and fixed to the outer periphery
of the first rotating body 2.
[0023] The magnetic rings 42, 42 include two annular
plate parts 42a, 42a facing each other while being spaced
apart in the axis line direction of the second rotating body
3 and a plurality of comb teeth 42b, 42b extending from
the annular plate parts 42a, 42a in a direction of ap-
proaching each other, and relatively rotate with the per-
manent magnet 41 to change the magnetic flux density
between the magnetic rings 42, 42. The comb teeth 42b,
42b are arranged at equidistance so as to alternately
engage with each other in the circumferential direction,
where the magnetic rings 42, 42 are molded by a syn-
thetic resin material with the comb teeth 42b, 42b alter-
nately engaging with each other to form a molded body.
[0024] The magnetic flux collecting rings 5, 5 are ex-
tended radially outward from one location in the circum-
ferential direction thereby forming a cylindrical shape
having convex strips 51, 51 arranged on both sides of
the detector 6, so that the magnetic flux is collected at
the convex strips 51, 51. The magnetic flux collecting
rings 5, 5 are formed by shaping a magnetic plate such
as an iron plate.
[0025] The holding ring 7 includes an ring part 71 which
has a pass-through hole 71a corresponding to the inner
circumferential surface of the magnetic flux collecting
rings 5, 5 and is internally fitted and fixed with the mag-
netic flux collecting rings 5, 5, and an attachment part 72
which is arranged in a projecting manner at one location
on the outer circumference of the ring part 71, where the
ring part 71 and the attachment part 72 are integrally
shaped by synthetic resin material. Both ends in the axis
line direction of the holding ring 7 have a similar shape.
The end faces 7a, 7b in the axis line direction of the ring
part 71 are substantially parallel, the circumferential sur-
face between the end faces 7a, 7b has a substantially
U-shape, and the attachment part 72 is arranged be-
tween the ends in the circumferential direction of the cir-
cumferential surface.
[0026] The attachment part 72 includes flanges 72a,
72a arranged in a projecting manner in a tangential di-
rection of the ring part 71, and forms a substantially solid
rectangular body with a cavity on the inside. Both end
faces in the axis line direction of the attachment part 72
are substantially parallel, and an attachment-preventing
convex part 73 that contacts a stationary object B such
as a housing, to be hereinafter described, to prevent at-
tachment to the stationary object B is integrally arranged
in a projecting manner at one end in the axis line direction.
The convex strips 51, 51, the detector 6, and the detection
circuit substrate 9 are arranged inside the attachment
part 72, and a conductive wire retrieving part 72b is ar-
ranged on the side opposite to the ring part 71. Insertion
holes 72c, 72c for machine screws are formed in the
flanges 72a, 72a.
[0027] The detector 6 is a Hall IC including a Hall ele-
ment of which electrical characteristics (resistance)
changes according to change in magnetic flux density

generated between the convex strips 51, 51 of the mag-
netic flux collecting rings 5, 5; and an EEPROM (Electrical
Erasable Programmable ROM) memory that can store
in advance the set data of the electrical characteristics
(resistance) outputted by the Hall element and electrically
rewrite the stored set data in fields, where the detected
signal detected by the detector 6 is provided to the de-
tection circuit substrate 9. The set data stored in the mem-
ory can be electrically rewritten so as to become the data
in which the phase on the coordinate axis is inverted with
the X axis as the center. In addition to including the Hall
element, the detector 6 may include a magnetic sensitive
element of which electrical characteristics (resistance)
changes by the effect of the magnetic field such as a
magneto-resistance effect element (MR element) and
the like, and it is not limited to the Hall element.
[0028] As described above, both ends in the axis line
direction of the holding ring 7 have a similar shape, but
since the attachment-preventing convex part 73 is ar-
ranged at one end in the axis line direction of the attach-
ment part 72, and the attachment-preventing convex part
73 is configured to contact the stationary object B such
as the housing, to be hereinafter described, the holding
ring 7 can be inserted to the pass-through hole without
being hindered by the attachment-preventing convex
part 73 when the holding ring 7 is inserted to the pass-
through hole etc. of the stationary object B in an appro-
priate direction, and the holding ring 7 can be positioned
at an appropriate position. When the holding ring 7 is
inserted to the pass-through hole of the stationary object
B in a direction opposite to the appropriate direction, the
attachment-preventing convex part 73 contacts the sta-
tionary object B and the holding ring 7 cannot be inserted
to the pass-through hole, and thus the holding ring 7 can-
not be attached in the direction opposite to the appropri-
ate direction.
[0029] FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of the
main parts showing an example where the torque detec-
tion device is used in the electric power steering appa-
ratus, FIG. 7 is a front view showing a configuration of
the main parts, FIG. 8 is a side view showing a configu-
ration of the main parts, and FIG. 9 is a cross sectional
view showing a configuration of the entire electric power
steering apparatus.
[0030] The torque detection device A configured as
above is used, for example, in the electric power steering
apparatus for a vehicle. The electric power steering ap-
paratus includes a steering shaft 20 having the upper
end connecting to the steering member and the lower
end connecting to the first rotating body 2; a transmission
shaft 21 (second rotating body 3) coaxially connected to
the steering shaft 20 by way of the torsion bar 1; a housing
25 for surrounding the first rotating body 2 and the trans-
mission shaft 21 and rotatably accommodating and sup-
porting the first rotating body 2 and the transmission shaft
21 with three bearings 22, 23, 24; a steering assist electric
motor 26 attached to the housing 25; a reduction gear
mechanism 27 for transmitting the rotation force of a drive
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shaft of the electric motor 26 to the output shaft 21; the
torque detection device A; and a control unit 28 config-
ured using a microprocessor connected to the detection
circuit substrate 9 of the torque detection device A and
a drive circuit of the electric motor 26.
[0031] The housing 25 serving as the stationary object
B includes a cylindrical part 25a surrounding the first ro-
tating body 2 and the transmission shaft 21, an attach-
ment seat 25b, arranged in a projecting manner at one
location on the outer periphery of the cylindrical part 25a,
for attaching the attachment part 72 of the holding ring
7, a pass-through hole 25c passing through the attach-
ment seat 25b in the radial direction and forming a rec-
tangular cross section for arranging the ring part 71 in
the cylindrical part 25a, and a fit-in groove 25d continuing
from the pass-through hole 25c and being curved in cor-
respondence to the ring part 71 of the holding ring 7. The
housing 25 includes a first tubular body 25A having a
substantially bowl shape and accommodating the reduc-
tion gear mechanism 27 and a second tubular body 25B
including a collar part 25e for closing an opening of the
first tubular body 25A and accommodating the ring part
71, where the attachment seat 25b and the pass-through
hole 25c are formed in the vicinity of the collar part 25e
of the second tubular body 25B.
[0032] The attachment seat 25b is arranged at a posi-
tion facing the flanges 72a, 72a, two screw holes 25f, 25f
corresponding to the insertion holes 72c, 72c are formed
in the attachment seat 25b, and the holding ring 7 is at-
tached to the housing 25 by screw-fitting the machine
screw 10 inserted to the insertion holes 72c, 72c of the
flanges 72a, 72a to the screw holes 25f, 25f. The pass-
through hole 25c has a rectangular cross section of a
size corresponding to the cross sectional shape of the
ring part 71, where when the holding ring 7 is inserted to
the pass-through hole 25c in the direction opposite to the
appropriate direction, the attachment-preventing convex
part 73 contacts the collar part 25e so that the holding
ring 7 cannot be inserted to the pass-through hole 25c.
[0033] The holding ring 7 is positioned in the cylindrical
part 25a of the magnetic flux collecting rings 5, 5, and
the flanges 72a, 72a are attached to the attachment seat
25b by inserting the ring part 71 to the cylindrical part
25a from the pass-through hole 25c passing through the
cylindrical part 25a of the housing 25 in a radial direction
and engaging the ring part 71 to the fit-in groove 25d.
After attaching the holding ring 7, the first rotating body
2 and the transmission shaft 21 are inserted into the cy-
lindrical part 25a from the axis line direction of the housing
25, and the permanent magnet 41 and the magnetic ring
42 are arranged on the inner side or the magnetic flux
collecting rings 5, 5.
[0034] The electric power steering apparatus config-
ured as above has the attachment-preventing convex
part 73 arranged in the torque detection device A, and
thus when the torque detection device A is incorporated
in the housing 25 in a direction opposite to the appropriate
direction, the attachment-preventing convex part 73 con-

tacts the collar part 25e of the housing 25 and thus the
torque detection device A cannot be incorporated in the
housing 25. Therefore, the torque detection device A is
reliably prevented from being incorporated in the housing
25 in a direction opposite to the appropriate direction.
When the torque detection device A is incorporated in
the appropriate direction, the attachment-preventing
convex part 73 does not contact the collar part 25e since
the attachment-preventing convex part 73 is arranged on
the side opposite to the collar part 25e.
[0035] In the electric power steering apparatus, the ro-
tation torque applied to the steering shaft 20 when the
steering member is steered is detected by the detector
6 from the torsion generated in the torsion bar 1, the
detected torque is converted to voltage signal and pro-
vided to the control unit 28, the drive of the electric motor
26 is controlled by an instruction signal outputted from
the control unit 28, and the transmission shaft 21 is ro-
tated through the reduction gear mechanism 27.

[Second embodiment]

[0036] FIG. 10 is a front view showing a configuration
of a second embodiment of the torque detection device,
FIG. 11 is a side view, and FIG. 12 is a plan view. In this
torque detection device, the attachment-preventing con-
vex part 73 of the first embodiment is omitted, and the
conductive wire retrieving part 72b and the insertion
holes 72c, 72c are arranged at the middle in the axis line
direction of the attachment part 72, so that the holding
ring 7 can be incorporated in the housing 25 while being
formed symmetric in the axis line direction with the middle
X in the axis line direction as the center and without taking
directivity into consideration.
[0037] In the second embodiment, the detector 6 is
configured by the Hall IC, and includes a magnetic sen-
sitive element and an EEPROM memory.
[0038] FIG. 13 is a plan view of the main parts showing
an example of use in the electric power steering appa-
ratus. When incorporating the torque detection device of
the second embodiment to the housing 25 of the electric
power steering apparatus, the holding ring 7 can be in-
serted to the pass-through hole 25c without taking the
directivity of the holding ring 7 into consideration, and the
attachment part 72 can be attached to the attachment
seat 25b with the machine screw 10. When the phase of
the electrical characteristics of the detected signal out-
putted from the detector 6 is the opposite of the phase
of the electrical characteristics of the output signal out-
putted from the detector 6 when the holding ring 7 is
attached in the appropriate direction from the quality in-
spection after assembly, the phase of the electrical char-
acteristics of the output signal outputted from the detector
6 can be corrected by electrically rewriting the set data
stored in the memory of the detector 6. When the phase
of the electrical characteristics of the detected signal out-
putted from the detector 6 is appropriate from the quality
inspection, the phase of the electrical characteristics of
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the output signal does not need to be corrected.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0039] In addition to being used in the electric power
steering apparatus, the torque detection device A accord-
ing to the present invention is also applicable to appara-
tuses other than the electric power steering apparatus.

Claims

1. A torque detection device (A) which comprises:

a magnetic flux collecting ring (5), arranged out-
side an outer periphery of a magnetic circuit
forming member (4) provided in a rotating body
(2, 3) applied with a torque, suited for collecting
a magnetic flux generated by the magnetic cir-
cuit forming member (4);
a detector (6) suited for detecting the torque ap-
plied to the rotating body (2, 3) based on a den-
sity of the magnetic flux collected by the mag-
netic flux collecting ring (5); and
a holding ring (7) suited for holding the magnetic
flux collecting ring (5) and the detector (6) and
including an attachment part (72) to be attached
to a stationary object (B) on an outer periphery;
characterized in that
the holding ring (7) includes an attachment-pre-
venting convex part (73) suited for preventing
attachment to the stationary object (B) by con-
tacting the stationary object (B) on one end face
in an axis line direction;
the stationary object (B) includes a collar part
(25e); and
the attachment-preventing convex part (73) is
adapted to contact the collar part (25e) of the
stationary object (B) when the holding ring (7)
is attached to the stationary object (B) in a di-
rection opposite to an appropriate direction, and
the attachment-preventing convex part (73) is
adapted not to contact the collar part (25e) of
the stationary object (B) when the holding ring
(7) is attached to the stationary object (B) in the
appropriate direction.

2. The torque detection device (A) according to claim
1, wherein the attachment part (72) has a solid rec-
tangular shape with a cavity on the inside, and the
attachment-preventing convex part (73) is integrally
arranged in a projecting manner at one end in the
axis line direction of the attachment part (72).

3. The torque detection device (A) according to claim
1 or 2, wherein the holding ring (7) includes a ring
part (71) to be internally fitted and fixed with the mag-
netic flux collecting ring (5), and the ring part (71)

and the attachment part (72) are integrally formed.

4. An electric power steering apparatus characterized
by comprising:

the torque detection device according to any one
of claims 1 to 3;
a housing (25) including a pass-through hole
(25c) passing in a radial direction through a cy-
lindrical part (25a) suited for accommodating
and supporting the rotating body (2, 3) and being
attached with the attachment part (72) with the
holding ring (7) fitted into the pass-through hole
(25c);
a steering shaft (20) connected to the rotating
body (2, 3);
a control unit (28) suited for driving a steering
assist electric motor (26) based on the torque
detected by the torque detection device; and
transmitting means (21) suited for transmitting
a rotation force of the electric motor (26) to a
steering mechanism.

Patentansprüche

1. Eine Drehmoment-Detektionsvorrichtung (A), die
Folgendes umfasst:

einen Magnetfluss-Sammelring (5), angeordnet
außerhalb einer äußeren Peripherie eines einen
Magnetkreis bildenden Gliedes (4), das in einem
sich drehenden Körper (2, 3) angebracht ist, auf
den ein Drehmoment ausgeübt wird, geeignet
zum Sammeln eines Magnetflusses, der durch
das den Magnetkreis bildende Glied (4) erzeugt
wird;
einen Detektor (6), geeignet zur Erfassung des
Drehmoments, das auf den sich drehenden Kör-
per (2, 3) ausgeübt wird, basierend auf einer
Dichte des Magnetflusses, der durch den Mag-
netfluss-Sammelring (5) gesammelt wird; und
einen Haltering (7), geeignet zum Halten des
Magnetfluss-Sammelrings (5) und des Detek-
tors (6), der ein Befestigungsteil (72) ein-
schließt, zu befestigen an einem stationären
Gegenstand (B) an einer äußeren Peripherie;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Haltering
(7) einen haftungshindernden konvexen Teil
(73) einschließt, geeignet zum Verhindern des
Anhaftens am stationären Gegenstand (B)
durch ein Kontaktieren des stationären Gegen-
stands (B) an einer Endfläche in einer Achsen-
linienrichtung;
wobei der stationäre Gegenstand (B) einen
Manschettenteil (25e) einschließt; und
der Haftungs-hindernde konvexe Teil (73) aus-
gebildet ist, um den Manschettenteil (25e) des
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stationären Gegenstands (B) zu kontaktierten,
wenn der Haltering (7) am stationären Gegen-
stand (B) in einer Richtung gegenüber einer kor-
rekten Richtung befestigt ist, und der haftungs-
hindernde konvexe Teil (73) ausgebildet ist, um
den Manschettenteil (25e) des stationären Ge-
genstands (B) nicht zu kontaktieren, wenn der
Haltering (7) am stationären Gegenstand (B) in
der korrekten Richtung befestigt ist.

2. Die Drehmoment-Detektionsvorrichtung (A) gemäß
Anspruch 1, wobei der Befestigungsteil (72) eine
massive rechteckige Form mit einem Hohlraum in
der Innenseite hat und der haftungshindernde kon-
vexe Teil (73) integral vorstehend an einem Ende in
der Achsenlinienrichtung des Befestigungsteils (72)
angeordnet ist,

3. Die Drehmoment Detektionsvorrichtung (A) gemäß
Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der Haltering (7) einen
Ringteil (71) einschließt, um intern am Magnetfluss-
Sammelring (5) montiert und befestigt zu werden,
wobei der Ringteil (71) und der Befestigungsteil (72)
integral geformt sind.

4. Eine elektrische Servolenkvorrichtung, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass sie Folgendes umfasst:

die Drehmoment-Detektionsvorrichtung gemäß
einem beliebigen der Ansprüche 1 bis 3;
ein Gehäuse (25), das eine Durchgangsboh-
rung (25c) einschließt, die in einer radialen Rich-
tung durch einen zylindrischen Teil (25a) ver-
läuft, geeignet, den sich drehenden Körper (2,
3) aufzunehmen und zu halten, und befestigt mit
dem Befestigungsteil (72) und mit dem Haltering
(7), die in die Durehgangsbohrung (25c) einge-
führt sind;
eine Lenkwelle (20), verbunden mit dem sich
drehenden Körper (2, 3);
eine Steuereinheit (28), geeignet, einen Lenk-
hilfen-Elektromotor (26) anhand des Drehmo-
ments anzutreiben, der von der Drehmoment-
Detektionsvorrichtung erfasst wird; und
Übertragungsmittel (21), geeignet, eine Rotati-
onskraft des Elektromotors (26) auf einen Lenk-
mechanismus zu übertragen.

Revendications

1. Dispositif de détection de couple (A) qui comprend:

un anneau de collecte de flux magnétique (5),
disposé à l’extérieur d’une périphérie externe
d’un élément formant un circuit magnétique (4)
prévu dans un corps rotatif (2, 3) à lequel un
couple est appliqué, adapté pour collecter un

flux magnétique généré par l’élément formant
un circuit magnétique (4);
un détecteur (6) adapté pour détecter le couple
appliqué au corps rotatif (2, 3) sur la base d’une
densité du flux magnétique collecté par l’anneau
de collecte de flux magnétique (5); et
un anneau de support (7) adapté pour soutenir
l’anneau de collecte de flux magnétique (5) et
le détecteur (6) et comprenant une partie de fixa-
tion (72) à fixer sur un objet fixe (B) sur une pé-
riphérie externe; caractérisé en ce que
l’anneau de support (7) comprend une partie
convexe d’empêchement de fixation (73) adapté
pour empêcher la fixation à l’objet fixe (B) en
venant en contact avec l’objet fixe (B) sur une
face d’extrémité dans une direction de la ligne
d’axe;
l’objet fixe (B) comprend une partie en collier
(25e); et
la partie convexe d’empêchement de fixation
(73) est adaptée pour venir en contact avec la
partie en collier (25e) de l’objet fixe (B) lorsque
l’anneau de support (7) est attaché l’objet fixe
(B) dans une direction opposée à une direction
appropriée et la partie convexe d’empêchement
de fixation (73) est adaptée pour ne pas venir
en contact avec la partie en collier (25e) de l’ob-
jet fixe (B) lorsque l’anneau de support (7) est
attaché à l’objet fixe (B) dans une direction ap-
propriée.

2. Dispositif de détection de couple (A) selon la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel la partie de fixation (72) pré-
sente une forme solide rectangulaire avec une cavité
à l’intérieur, et la partie convexe d’empêchement de
fixation (73) est intégralement agencée en saillie au
niveau d’une extrémité dans la direction de la ligne
d’axe de la partie de fixation (72).

3. Dispositif de détection de couple (A) selon la reven-
dication 1 ou 2, dans lequel l’anneau de support (7)
comprend une pièce annulaire (71) à monter inté-
rieurement et fixer à l’anneau de collecte de flux ma-
gnétique (5), et la pièce annulaire (71) et la partie de
fixation (72) sont intégralement formées.

4. Appareil de direction assistée électrique caractérisé
en ce qu’il comprend :

le dispositif de détection de couple selon l’une
quelconque des revendications 1 à 3;
un boîtier incluant un trou traversant (25c) pas-
sant dans une direction radiale à travers une
pièce cylindrique (25a) adaptée pour recevoir et
supporter le corps rotatif (2, 3) et étant fixé à la
partie de fixation (72) avec l’anneau de support
(7) monté dans le trou traversant (25c);
un arbre de direction (20) relié au corps rotatif
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(2,3);
une unité de commande (28) adaptée pour com-
mander un moteur électrique d’assistance de di-
rection (26) basé sur le couple détecté par le
dispositif de détection de couple; et
des moyens de transmission (21) adaptés pour
transmettre une force de rotation du moteur
électrique (26) à un mécanisme de direction.
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