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Description

BACKGROUND

Field of the Invention

[0001] This invention is related to integrated circuits
and, more particularly, to dynamic voltage and frequency
management in an integrated circuit.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] As the number of transistors included on a sin-
gle integrated circuit "chip" has increased and as the op-
erating frequency of the integrated circuits has increased,
the management of power consumed by an integrated
circuit has continued to increase in importance. If power
consumption is not managed, meeting the thermal re-
quirements of the integrated circuit (e.g. providing com-
ponents required to adequately cool the integrated circuit
during operation to remain within thermal limits of the
integrated circuit) may be overly costly or even infeasible.
Additionally, in some applications such as battery pow-
ered devices, managing power consumption in an inte-
grated circuit may be key to providing acceptable battery
life.
[0003] Power consumption in an integrated circuit is
related to the supply voltage provided to the integrated
circuit. For example, many digital logic circuits represent
a binary one and a binary zero as the supply voltage and
ground voltage, respectively (or vice versa). As digital
logic evaluates during operation, signals frequently tran-
sition fully from one voltage to the other. Thus, the power
consumed in an integrated circuit is dependent on the
magnitude of the supply voltage relative to the ground
voltage. Reducing the supply voltage generally leads to
reduced power consumption, but also impacts the speed
at which digital circuits operate and thus may cause in-
correct operation at a given operating frequency (that is,
the frequency at which digital logic in the integrated circuit
is clocked) or may reduce performance.
[0004] Additionally, as transistor geometries have con-
tinued to decrease in size, leakage currents that occur
when a transistor is not actively conducting current have
become a larger component of the power consumed in
the integrated circuit. The amount of leakage current ex-
perienced in a given transistor generally increases line-
arly as the supply voltage increases. Additionally, at each
new semiconductor fabrication process node (in which
the transistor geometries decrease), the leakage current
increases more than the active (ON) current. Thus, as
more advanced process nodes are used, the leakage
current becomes a larger and larger issue.
[0005] Thus, power consumption in an integrated cir-
cuit may be managed by lowering the supply voltage to
the integrated circuit, but incorrect operation may also
result if the supply voltage is reduced too far. The supply
voltage magnitude at which incorrect operation occurs

for a given operating frequency varies on part-by-part
basis for a given integrated circuit design. For example,
variations in the integrated circuit manufacturing process
used to manufacture the integrated circuit and the oper-
ating temperature of the integrated circuit may both im-
pact the supply voltage magnitude at which incorrect op-
eration occurs. Accordingly, attempts to manage power
consumption via the supply voltage have been limited to
supply voltage magnitudes that ensure correct operation
at the given frequency across all acceptable variations
in the manufacturing process and all permissible operat-
ing temperatures. Typically, the supply voltage for a given
frequency is statically specified in the integrated circuit’s
specification.
[0006] Document US 2002/135343 describes that
clock frequency for a circuit should take into account the
propagation delay of signals within the critical path of the
circuit, where the propagation delay may not be a con-
stant from circuit to circuit, and even in a single circuit
may change due to temperature, power supply voltage
and the like. This variation may be handled by assuming
a worst case propagation delay of the critical path, and
then designing the clock frequency and minimum power
supply voltage of the circuit so that the circuit will function
under worst case conditions. Instead of assuming a worst
case propagation delay of the critical path, the propaga-
tion delay may be also be measured in an actual circuit
path that has been constructed to be the equivalent to,
or slightly worse than, the propagation delay of the critical
path. The circuit may be modified to operate with lower
power supply voltages, conserving power and/or to con-
trolling the frequency of the clock, so that the clock may
be operated at or near the circuit’s actual worst case limit.
[0007] Document US 2008/282102 describes that a
power supply voltage to an integrated circuit or a portion
of an IC may be maintained at an optimum level matching
the IC performance. Voltage ranges and delay measures
for corresponding operating frequencies may be stored
in tables in a voltage control block. When a new frequency
of operation is desired, the voltage control block may
measure delay performance of the IC, and sets the supply
voltage to a value specified in a corresponding entry in
a table. The voltage control block may then continue to
measure delay performance and dynamically adjust the
power supply voltage to an optimum value thereby min-
imizing power consumption.

SUMMARY

[0008] In an embodiment useful for understanding the
invention, embodiment, an integrated circuit comprises
a logic circuit, a local power manager coupled to the logic
circuit, and a self calibration unit. The local power man-
ager is configured to transmit an indication of a requested
supply voltage magnitude to an external power supply.
The self calibration unit is configured to execute a test
on the logic circuit, and to iterate the test at respectively
lower requested supply voltage magnitudes until the test
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fails. A lowest requested supply voltage magnitude at
which the test passes is used to generate the requested
supply voltage magnitude for operation of the integrated
circuit.
[0009] In an embodiment useful for understanding the
invention, a method comprises iterating a test on a logic
circuit by a self calibration unit at respectively lower re-
quested supply voltage magnitudes for an integrated cir-
cuit that includes the logic circuit and the self calibration
unit until the test fails. The method further comprises the
self calibration unit determining a lowest requested sup-
ply voltage magnitude at which the test passes. The
method still further comprises the self calibration unit se-
lecting the lowest requested supply voltage magnitude
to generate the requested supply voltage magnitude for
operation of the integrated circuit.
[0010] In an embodiment of the invention, an integrat-
ed circuit comprises a plurality of logic gates physically
distributed over an area of the integrated circuit that is
occupied by a logic circuit that implements the operation
of the integrated circuit, wherein the plurality of logic
gates are connected in series; and a measurement unit
coupled to a first gate in the series and a last gate in the
series. The measurement unit is configured to launch a
logical transition into the first gate and to measure time
until a corresponding transition is detected from the last
gate. The measured time is compared to a predetermined
time to adjust a supply voltage of the integrated circuit.
In some embodiments, the predetermined time may be
determined during a self-calibration procedure. In some
embodiments, the predetermined time may be measured
as a number of clock cycles that it takes for the pulse to
travel through all the gates in series.
[0011] In an embodiment of the invention, a method
comprises a measurement unit launching a logical tran-
sition into a first gate of a series connection of a plurality
of gates and that are physically distributed over an area
of an integrated circuit that is occupied by a logic circuit
that implements the operation of the integrated circuit;
and the measurement unit measuring a time until a cor-
responding transition is detected from the last gate,
wherein the measured time is compared to a predeter-
mined time to adjust a supply voltage of the integrated
circuit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] The following detailed description makes refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, which are now brief-
ly described.

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of an
integrated circuit.
Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating one embodiment of
a test of the integrated circuit shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a flowchart illustrating operation of one em-
bodiment of a self calibrate unit shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating operation of one em-

bodiment of the integrated circuit shown in Fig. 1 to
change a frequency of operation of the integrated
circuit.
Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating performance of self
calibration in response to various events, for one em-
bodiment.
Fig. 6 is a block diagram of another embodiment of
the integrated circuit.
Fig. 7 is a flowchart illustrating one embodiment of
a test of the integrated circuit shown in Fig. 6.
Fig. 8 is a flowchart illustrating operation of one em-
bodiment of the integrated circuit to request a supply
voltage.
Fig. 9 is a flowchart illustrating operation of one em-
bodiment of the integrated circuit shown in Fig. 6 to
change a frequency of operation of the integrated
circuit.
Fig. 10 is a flowchart illustrating another embodiment
of a test of the integrated circuit shown in Fig. 6.
Fig. 11 is a flowchart illustrating operation of one
embodiment of a speed/temperature compensation
unit shown in Fig. 6.
Fig. 12 is a graphical representation of the number
of parts that are operable at various supply voltages
and the test voltages that may be used in one em-
bodiment of testing the integrated circuit.
Fig. 13 is a graphical representation of the number
of parts that are operable at various supply voltages
and the test voltages that may be used in another
embodiment of testing the integrated circuit.

[0013] While the invention is susceptible to various
modifications and alternative forms, specific embodi-
ments thereof are shown by way of example in the draw-
ings and will herein be described in detail. It should be
understood, however, that the drawings and detailed de-
scription thereto are not intended to limit the invention to
the particular form disclosed, but on the contrary, the
intention is to cover all embodiments falling within the
scope of the present invention as defined by the append-
ed claims. The headings used herein are for organiza-
tional purposes only and are not meant to be used to limit
the scope of the description. As used throughout this ap-
plication, the word "may" is used in a permissive sense
(i.e., meaning having the potential to), rather than the
mandatory sense (i.e., meaning must). Similarly, the
words "include", "including", and "includes" mean includ-
ing, but not limited to.
[0014] Various units, circuits, or other components
may be described as "configured to" perform a task or
tasks. In such contexts, "configured to" is a broad reci-
tation of structure generally meaning "having circuitry
that" performs the task or tasks during operation. As
such, the unit/circuit/component can be configured to
perform the task even when the unit/circuit/component
is not currently on. In general, the circuitry that forms the
structure corresponding to "configured to" may include
hardware circuits and/or memory storing program in-
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structions executable to implement the operation. The
memory can include volatile memory such as static or
dynamic random access memory and/or nonvolatile
memory such as optical or magnetic disk storage, flash
memory, programmable read-only memories, etc. Simi-
larly, various units/circuits/components may be de-
scribed as performing a task or tasks, for convenience
in the description. Such descriptions should be interpret-
ed as including the phrase "configured to."

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0015] Turning now to Fig. 1, a block diagram of one
embodiment of an integrated circuit 10 coupled to an ex-
ternal power management unit (PMU)/power supply 12
is shown. In the illustrated embodiment, the integrated
circuit 10 includes a logic circuit 14, a self calibration unit
16, a local power manager 18 (which may include a self
calibration table 20), and a frequency/voltage (F/V) table
22. The self calibration unit 16 and the F/V table 22 are
coupled to the local power manager 18, which is coupled
to transmit an indication of a requested supply voltage
magnitude (VDD request) to the PMU/power supply 12.
The PMU/power supply 12 is coupled to provide a supply
voltage (VDD) of the requested magnitude to the integrat-
ed circuit 10. The components illustrated within the inte-
grated circuit 10 are integrated onto a single semicon-
ductor substrate, or chip.
[0016] Generally, the self calibration unit 16 comprises
control circuitry along with a test that is to be executed
by the logic circuit 14. The test may be intended to exer-
cise known "critical" timing paths in the logic circuit 14.
A critical timing path may be a path through the circuitry
that is expected to exhibit the highest delay (as compared
to other timing paths) from input transition to correspond-
ing output transition, and thus would be a path that limits
the operating frequency at which the logic circuit 14 will
operate correctly. The nature of the test may vary de-
pending on the definition of the logic circuit 14. For ex-
ample, if the logic circuit 14 includes one or more proc-
essor cores, the test may comprise a software program
that is to be executed by the processor core(s), along
with an expected result from the program (e.g. a signa-
ture). If the logic circuit 14 includes fixed-function circuit-
ry, the test may include input signal values and expected
output signal values. A combination of signal values and
program instructions may be included, in various embod-
iments.
[0017] The circuitry in the self calibration unit 16 may
be configured to execute the test on the logic circuit 14
(e.g. supplying the instructions to the processor core(s)
for execution, and/or driving the signals with the input
signal values). The circuitry in the self calibration unit
may also be configured to check the result against the
expected value. The self calibration unit 16 may be con-
figured to iterate the test, and to communicate with the
local power manager 18 to request lower supply voltage
magnitudes for each iteration, until an incorrect result is

detected for an iteration. The lowest supply voltage mag-
nitude for which the correct result of the test is detected
may be provided as the supply voltage magnitude to re-
quest (or some margin may be added to the lowest supply
voltage magnitude to arrive at the magnitude to be re-
quested). The self calibration unit 16 may iterate the test
for each possible operating frequency, or may perform
the test for a given operating frequency in response to
the first time that the given operating frequency is actually
requested for the integrated circuit 10 (e.g. by software).
[0018] By using the self calibration unit 16, in some
embodiments, a smaller margin may be used since the
self calibration occurs with the integrated circuit 10 in-
stalled in the particular device in which it will be deployed
(and thus some factors that are to be accounted for with
margin, such as variation in the power supply 12, the
board design, the package of the integrated circuit 10,
etc.) are relatively fixed. Additionally, rather than testing
for the lowest possible supply voltage at manufacturing
test, fewer supply voltage magnitudes may be tested at
that time and thus manufacturing test time may be re-
duced, in some embodiments. Additionally, the self cal-
ibration unit 16 may be activated at any time, thus auto-
matically adjusting for aging effects in the integrated cir-
cuit 10, in some embodiments.
[0019] In one embodiment, the local power manager
18 may store the resulting supply voltage magnitudes
provided by the self calibration unit 16 in the self calibra-
tion table 20. The self calibration table 20 may be a ran-
dom access memory, clocked storage devices such as
registers, or any other volatile memory. Alternatively,
non-volatile memory such as programmable read-only
memory, flash memory, etc. may be used. Thereafter, if
an entry in the self calibration table 20 is detected for a
given operating frequency, the supply voltage magnitude
recorded in the entry may be requested by the local power
manager 18.
[0020] The F/V table 22 may comprise a plurality of
entries, each storing a respective operating frequency
for the integrated circuit 10 and a corresponding supply
voltage magnitude for that frequency. The frequency of
operation may be the frequency for the clock that is sup-
plied to the clocked storage devices in the logic circuit
14. There may be a set of frequencies at which the inte-
grated circuit 10 may operate (and switching between
the frequencies in the set may be supported by the inte-
grated circuit 10, e.g. to permit power management, ther-
mal management, etc.). The F/V table 22 may be a static
table written during manufacturing test of the integrated
circuit 10 (e.g. prior to packaging the integrated circuit,
such as at wafer test). In other embodiments, the test
may be performed at any point prior to selling the inte-
grated circuit 10 for inclusion in a device, or prior to in-
cluding the integrated circuit 10 in such a device. In still
other embodiments, the F/V table 22 may be written dur-
ing a self calibration that may be performed prior to using
a device including the integrated circuit 10 for the first
time. Thus, the supply voltage magnitude determined for
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each frequency in the F/V table 22 may have significant
guardbanding associated with it to ensure correct oper-
ation in the event that the package’s electrical character-
istics change the voltage magnitude, to account for ther-
mal variation (e.g. the test may be performed at a con-
trolled temperature, and the operating temperature may
be higher or lower than that temperature), to account for
aging effects in the integrated circuit over its expected
life, etc.
[0021] The local power manager 18 comprises circuitry
that is configured to request a supply voltage magnitude
from the external power supply (e.g. the PMU/power sup-
ply 12). As mentioned previously, if an entry in the self
calibration table 20 is detected for a given operating fre-
quency, the local power manager 18 may request the
supply voltage magnitude recorded in that entry. If no
entry is found in the self calibration table 20, the local
power manager 18 may read the F/V table 22 for the
given operating frequency and may request that supply
voltage magnitude from the PMU/power supply 12 (VDD
request in Fig. 1). The request may be represented in
any desired fashion. For example, the request may com-
prise a plurality of bits, with various supply voltage mag-
nitudes within a range of supported magnitudes each as-
signed a different encoding of the plurality of bits.
[0022] The local power manager 18 may also be con-
figured to control the change between operating frequen-
cies. For example, the local power manager 18 may in-
clude a register or other facility that can be written by
software to select a new operating frequency. The local
power manager 18 may detect the write, and may man-
age the transition from the current operating frequency
to the newly requested operating frequency. The transi-
tion may include changing the requested supply voltage,
changing the operation of clocking circuitry (e.g. relock-
ing a phase locked loop (PLL) that generate the clocks
on the integrated circuit 10, etc.), etc. Thus, the details
of the transition may be abstracted from software, which
may simply request the new frequency and continue (e.g.
without even checking to see if the transition has com-
pleted), in one embodiment.
[0023] The F/V table 22 may be written in any desired
fashion. For example, each entry in the table may com-
prise fuses that may be selectively blown to permanently
store an indication in the entry of the desired voltage mag-
nitude (e.g. encoded as a plurality of bits in the entry).
Any other non-volatile storage may be used, in other em-
bodiments. The F/V table 22 may comprise a non-volatile
memory that may be written via an update to the firmware
of the device that includes the integrated circuit 10.
[0024] In some embodiments, the test that is executed
by the self calibration unit 16 may be programmable, and
may be updated. Such embodiments may permit the test
to be changed as more data becomes available. For ex-
ample, a path other than the previously-identified critical
paths may dominate, or strongly affect, the supply volt-
age at which the integrated circuit 10 operates correctly.
The test may be updated to include the newly discovered

critical path. Still further, the test may be updated to in-
clude a more pertinent program to execute during the
test, in some embodiments.
[0025] The logic circuit 14 may generally include the
circuitry that implements the operation for which the in-
tegrated circuit 10 is designed. For example, if the design
includes one or more processors, the logic circuit 14 may
include the circuitry that implements the processor oper-
ation (e.g. instruction fetch, decode, execution, and result
write). The processors may include general purpose
processors and/or graphics processors in various em-
bodiments. If the design includes a bridge to a peripheral
interface, the logic circuit 14 may include the circuitry that
implements the bridge operation. If the design includes
other communication features such as packet interfaces,
network interfaces, etc., the logic circuit 14 may include
circuitry implementing the corresponding features. The
integrated circuit 10 may generally be designed to pro-
vide any set of operations. Generally, the logic circuit 14
may comprise any combination of one or more of the
following: memory arrays, combinatorial logic, state ma-
chines, flops, registers, other clocked storage devices,
custom logic circuits, etc.
[0026] The PMU/power supply 12 may generally in-
clude any circuitry that is capable of generating a supply
voltage of a magnitude indicated by an input voltage re-
quest. The circuitry may include one or more voltage reg-
ulators or other power sources, for example. The
PMU/power supply 12 may also include power manage-
ment circuitry for the system (that includes the integrated
circuit 10) as a whole.
[0027] While the above discussion has referred to re-
questing a supply voltage magnitude, and the PMU/pow-
er supply 12 supplying a voltage of the requested mag-
nitude, the discussion is not meant to imply that there is
only one requested/supplied voltage. There may be mul-
tiple supply voltages requested and supplied at any given
point in time. For example, there may be separate supply
voltages for combinatorial logic circuitry and for memory
circuitry in the logic circuit 14. There may be multiple
voltage domains within the integrated circuit 10 that may
be powered up and down separately, and each domain
may include a separate request. The local power man-
ager 18 may be powered separate from the logic circuit
14. Any set of one or more supply voltages may be re-
quested and supplied.
[0028] The magnitude of the supply voltage has been
referred to above as being requested, and the supply
voltage of the requested magnitude being supplied. The
magnitude of the supply voltage may be measured with
respect to a reference (e.g. the ground of the integrated
circuit 10, sometimes referred to as VSS). For conven-
ience in the description below, voltages may be referred
to as being greater than or less than other voltages. Sim-
ilarly, measurement of a voltage may be referred to here-
in. In such cases, it is the magnitude of the voltage that
is greater than (or less than) the other voltage, or that is
measured.
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[0029] Turning now to Fig. 2, a flowchart is shown il-
lustrating one embodiment of testing integrated circuit 10
shown in Fig. 1 prior to packaging the integrated circuit.
The blocks shown in Fig. 2 may be performed on a test
machine (e.g. a wafer tester) during the manufacture of
the integrated circuit 10.
[0030] The test may begin by testing for a rough char-
acterization of the integrated circuit 10 (block 30), using
various measurements to estimate whether the integrat-
ed circuit is relatively fast, relatively slow, etc. For exam-
ple, in one embodiment the rough characterization may
include testing the current into the integrated circuit 10
while the integrated circuit 10 is quiescent (often referred
to as "Iddq" testing). Higher Iddq measurements may in-
dicate higher leakage (e.g. a "faster" process). Lower Iddq
measurements may indicate lower leakage (e.g. a "slow-
er" process). The Iddq testing may be performed, e.g.,
with the supply voltage set to the maximum value per-
missible for the integrated circuit 10. From the rough char-
acterization (and from the previous results of testing in-
stances of the integrated circuit 10), a relatively small set
of test supply voltages may be selected. That is, based
on supply voltages that provide reliable operation on pre-
vious parts having similar rough characterizations, a
small set of test voltages may be selected (block 32). For
example, a set of three test voltages may be selected, in
one embodiment. Fig. 12 is a graphical representation
of the distribution of parts from fast process (left side of
Fig. 12) to slow process (right side of Fig. 12). The test
voltages for one example may be V1, V2, and V3 as illus-
trated in Fig. 12.
[0031] The test machine may power up the integrated
circuit 10 (e.g. with the highest of the test voltages) and
may set the test frequency (one of the frequencies at
which operation of the integrated circuit 10 is supported
- block 34). The test machine may run one or more test
patterns on the integrated circuit 10 for each of the set
of test voltages (block 36) and may select the lowest test
voltage for which all of the test patterns pass (i.e. the
correct result is achieved for each pattern - block 38). If
there are more test frequencies (e.g. more supported op-
erating frequencies for the integrated circuit 10 that have
not yet been tested - decision block 40, "yes" leg), the
next frequency may be selected and tested (blocks 34,
36, and 38). The set of test voltages may include different
voltages to be tested for each supported operating fre-
quency, or may be selected so that at least one passing
supply voltage is expected for each supported operating
frequency. Once the test frequencies have been exhaust-
ed (decision block 40, "no" leg), the test machine may
write the frequencies and voltage magnitudes to the F/V
table 22 (block 42). For example, fuses may be blown to
represent the supported frequencies and corresponding
supply voltage magnitudes.
[0032] Since the number of test voltages is limited, the
test process may not identify the lowest supply voltage
that would result in correct operation of the particular in-
stance of the integrated circuit 10. However, time on the

test machine may be limited, which can be important in
general and especially if the integrated circuit 10 is ex-
pected to be manufactured in high volumes.
[0033] Turning next to Fig. 3, a block diagram illustrat-
ing operation of one embodiment of the self calibration
unit 16 (and the local power manager 18) to perform a
self calibration. The self calibration may be performed at
various times, as discussed in more detail below. While
the blocks are shown in a particular order for ease of
understanding, other orders may be used. Blocks may
be performed in parallel in combinatorial logic circuitry
within the self calibration unit 16 and/or the local power
manager 18. Blocks, combinations of blocks, and/or the
flowchart as a whole may be pipelined over multiple clock
cycles.
[0034] The self calibration unit 16 may communicate
to the local power manager 18 to indicate that the self
calibration process is being performed. Alternatively, the
local power manager 18 may initiate the self calibration
process and may thus be aware that self calibration is in
process. In either case, the local power manager 18 may
request the supply voltage magnitude that is provided in
the F/V table 22 for the test frequency (block 50). Each
operating frequency that is supported by the integrated
circuit 10 may be a test frequency, e.g. beginning with
the lowest frequency. The local power manager 18 may
set the test frequency (block 52), and may wait for the
integrated circuit to stabilize on the test frequency (e.g.
PLL lock time and/or the settling time for the voltage from
the PMU/power supply 12). The self calibration unit 16
may run the self calibration test (block 54) and determine
if the logic circuit 14 produces the correct result (a pass)
or not (a fail) (decision block 56). If the test passes (de-
cision block 56, "yes" leg), the self calibration unit 16 may
inform the local power manager 18, which may request
the next lower supply voltage (block 58) and the test may
be performed again (blocks 54 and 56). The test may be
iterated until a fail result is detected for the test (blocks
54, 56, and 58). Once a fail is detected (decision block
56, "no" leg), the local power manager 18 may record the
magnitude of the lowest passing supply voltage in the
self calibration table 20 (block 60). In some embodi-
ments, a margin may be added to the lowest passing
supply voltage to arrive at the voltage magnitude to be
recorded in the self calibration table. Alternatively, the
margin may be added when requesting the supply volt-
age. If there are more test frequencies to be self calibrat-
ed (decision block 62, "yes" leg), the self calibration proc-
ess returns to block 50 for the next frequency. Otherwise
(decision block 62, "no" leg), the self calibration process
ends.
[0035] Turning now to Fig. 4, a flowchart is shown il-
lustrating operation of one embodiment of the local power
manager 18 in response to a request to change the op-
erating frequency (e.g. from software executing on the
integrated circuit 10 or elsewhere in the system that in-
cludes the integrated circuit 10). While the blocks are
shown in a particular order for ease of understanding,
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other orders may be used. Blocks may be performed in
parallel in combinatorial logic circuitry within the local
power manager 18. Blocks, combinations of blocks,
and/or the flowchart as a whole may be pipelined over
multiple clock cycles.
[0036] The local power manager 18 may check the self
calibration table 20 for an entry corresponding to the new
(requested) operating frequency (decision block 70). If
an entry is found (decision block 70, "yes" leg), the local
power manager 18 may request the supply voltage of the
magnitude indicated in the self calibration table 20 (block
72). The local power manager 18 may set the new oper-
ating frequency (block 74), and may optionally wait for
the clocking circuitry to lock to the new operating frequen-
cy, depending on the implementation (block 76). On the
other hand, if there is no entry in the self calibration table
20 for the requested frequency (decision block 70, "no"
leg), the local power manager 18 may determine if self
calibration should be run for the requested frequency (de-
cision block 78). For example, the flowchart of Fig. 3 may
be performed with the requested frequency as the only
test frequency. Factors that may affect whether or not to
perform self calibration during the frequency change may
include the current workload of the logic circuit 14, the
overall environment in the system (e.g. temperature, bat-
tery life remaining, etc.). For example, if the logic circuit
14 includes multiple processor cores and one of the cores
is idle, self calibration may be run on the idle processor
core. If the system is operating on battery power and the
battery life remaining is low, running the self calibration
may drain more battery power than desired.
[0037] If the local power manager 18 determines that
self calibration is to be executed (decision block 78, "yes"
leg), the local power manager 18 may invoke the self
calibration unit 16 to perform the self calibration (block
80). The local power manager 18 may then request the
supply voltage indicated in the self calibration table 20
(after completion of the self calibration - block 72), set
the new operating frequency (block 74), and optionally
wait for lock (block 76).
[0038] If the local power manager 18 determines that
self calibration is not to be executed (decision block 78,
"no" leg), the local power manager 18 may read the F/V
table 22 to obtain the supply voltage magnitude, and may
request that supply voltage magnitude (block 82). The
local power manager 18 may set the new frequency, and
optionally wait for lock (blocks 74 and 76).
[0039] In the embodiment of Fig. 4, self calibration may
be performed in response to a requested operating fre-
quency for which an entry in the self calibration table 20
is not found. In addition to or instead of this operation,
self calibration may be invoked at one or more other
points in time (e.g. as shown in the flowchart of Fig. 5,
for one embodiment). The flowchart shown in Fig. 5 may
be implemented in hardware, in software, and/or a com-
bination thereof.
[0040] If the system that includes the integrated circuit
10 is being booted for the first time (e.g. by the customer

who purchased the system - decision block 90, "yes" leg),
the integrated circuit 10 may execute self calibration
(block 92). Generally, booting a system may refer to pow-
ering the system on and initializing the system to begin
operation. The determination that the boot is the first boot
of the system may be made in a variety of fashions. For
example, there may be a flag stored in a non-volatile
memory in the system that may indicate whether or not
this system is being booted for the first time. The flag
may be checked by boot code in the system, and the
flag’s state may be changed at the end of the boot code
if the boot is the first boot, so that subsequent boots may
not be detected as the first boot. For example, the flag
may be a bit that is clear initially, and is set after the first
boot (or vice versa). In some embodiments, a full system
reset (e.g. a hard reset initiated by a user activating one
or more inputs to the device) may clear the "first boot"
flag and cause self calibration to occur on the next boot.
Such operation may, in some embodiments, improve
functionality of the device. For example, if the user initi-
ates a hard reset because the device is "frozen" or oth-
erwise malfunctioning, the self calibration may alleviate
the error if the error is due to malfunction in the integrated
circuit 10 (e.g. due to a self calibration supply voltage
magnitude that is too low). Additionally, if the device is
connected to a network (e.g. the Internet), an updated
calibration program or procedure may be downloaded to
the device automatically from the device manufacturer.
The self calibration may be executed in response to the
update.
[0041] Alternatively or in addition, the system may de-
termine that a given workload is being executed for the
first time (decision block 94, "yes" leg), and may execute
the self calibration in response (block 92). Determining
that a given workload is being executed for the first time
may be implemented in a variety of fashions (e.g. a flag
for each workload in non-volatile storage, similar to the
discussion above regarding first boot). Detecting differ-
ent workloads may be used, e.g., in a system in which
the workloads vary significantly. For example, the system
may be a mobile device that may function as a mobile
phone, a music player, a web browser, and may perform
various other computing tasks. The workloads may differ
substantially, and may require different amounts of per-
formance from the integrated circuit 10. Accordingly, self
calibrating each workload may results in additional power
savings (e.g. a lighter load may result in a lower operating
temperature, which may permit a lower supply voltage
magnitude than heavier workloads would permit).
[0042] In yet another alternative or addition, the system
may determine that it has aged by a certain amount (de-
cision block 96, "yes" leg), and may execute self calibra-
tion in response (block 92). Performing self calibration in
response to aging of the integrated circuit 10 (and/or the
device that includes the integrated circuit 10) may adjust
the requested supply voltage magnitudes for the integrat-
ed circuit 10 to compensate for chip process aging effects
or other aging effects. In this fashion, margin need not
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be added to the requested supply voltage magnitude to
account for aging effects (since it is already accounted
for by recalibrating as the integrated circuit 10 ages). Age
of the integrated circuit 10 may be measured in a variety
of fashions. For example age may be measured from the
date of the first boot, based on calendar time. Age may
be measured in terms of time of operation from the first
boot. Age may be measured in terms of time, or in terms
of clock cycles, as desired. Age may also be measured
relative to date of manufacture, in other embodiments.
In either case, the self calibration may be performed at
multiple different ages (e.g. once every 6 months, once
a year, etc.). In still other cases, self calibration may be
performed dynamically while the system is in operation,
which may help compensate for temperature effects. Any
desired set of self calibration invocations may be imple-
mented in various embodiments.
[0043] Turning now to Fig. 6, a block diagram of an
embodiment of the integrated circuit 10 of the invention
and the PMU/power supply 12 is shown. Similar to the
embodiment of Fig. 1, the embodiment of the integrated
circuit 10 in Fig. 6 includes the logic circuit 14 and the
local power manager 18. In some embodiments, the self
calibration unit 16 and the self calibration table 20 may
be included, but other embodiments may not include
these features. In the embodiment of Fig. 6, the F/V table
22 from Fig. 1 is replaced by an F/V/N table 102 coupled
to the local power manager 18. The F/V/N table 102 may
include entries storing the frequency and corresponding
supply voltage magnitudes, similar to the F/V table 22.
In addition, the entries may store a delay measurement
(N) described in more detail below. As further illustrated
in the embodiment of Fig. 6, the integrated circuit 10 in-
cludes a measurement unit 100 and logic gates 104A-
104H coupled in series. An input to logic gate(s) 104A is
coupled to the measurement unit 100, and an output of
logic gate(s) 104H is coupled to the measurement unit
100 as well. Additionally, a flop 106 stores an expected
delay measurement (N) and a flop 108 stores a counter
value (Ctr). Both flops 106 and 108 are coupled to the
measurement unit 100. The flops 106 and 108 may be
any clocked storage devices, in other embodiments.
[0044] The measurement unit 100 may be configured
to measure a propagation delay of a logical transition
through the series connection of gates 104A-104H. The
gates 104A-104H may have the same design as the var-
ious logic gates in the logic circuit 14. Accordingly, the
propagation delay through the gates 104A-104H should
be proportional to the logic gates in the logic circuit 14.
By measuring the propagation delay and comparing it to
a predetermined delay, the effects of various factors on
the operation of the logic circuit 14 may be accounted
for. For example, the effect of operating temperature, ag-
ing, etc. may be detected by measuring the propagation
delay and comparing it to the predetermined amount.
[0045] The propagation delay may be measured in any
desired units (e.g. nanoseconds, clock cycles, etc.). In
one embodiment, the propagation delay is measured in

terms of clock cycles at the current operating frequency
of the clock supplied to the logic circuit 14. Accordingly,
the measurement unit 100 may launch a logical transition
(e.g. a zero to one or a one to zero transition) into the
input of the series connection of gates 104A-104H (i.e.
the input of gates 104A in Fig. 6) and may count clock
cycles until the corresponding transition is detected at
the output of the series connection (i.e. the output of gates
104H in Fig. 6). In one embodiment, a pulse comprising
two logical transitions (e.g. zero to one and back to zero
again) may be transmitted. The counter Ctr in flop 108
may be cleared when the logical transition is launched
and may be incremented each clock cycle until the cor-
responding transition is detected. The flop 106 may store
the predetermined number of clock cycles (N) that are
expected to occur if the supply voltage is providing a de-
lay that supports the current operating frequency. If the
measured number of clock cycles is higher than the pre-
determined number N, the supply voltage may be in-
creased to lower the delay. If the measured number of
clock cycles is lower than the predetermined number N,
the supply voltage may be decreased to increase the
delay (and consume less power).
[0046] The number of gates in the series connection
may be significantly larger than the number of gate delays
that may evaluate within a clock cycle of the clock sup-
plied to the logic circuit 14. For example, the number of
gates in series may be approximately 100 times the
number of gate delays in a clock cycle. Thus, if 14 gate
delays are available in the clock cycle, about 1400 gates
may be in series in the gates 104A-104H. Using a large
number of gates may improve the matching of the meas-
ured delay to the circuit delay actually occurring in the
logic circuit 14. Additionally, because the present em-
bodiment counts the delay in terms of clock cycles, the
large number of gates may reduce the measurement er-
ror that occurs due to the clock cycle granularity. For
example, at 100 times the number of gate delays in a
clock cycle, an error of one full clock cycle in the delay
(the maximum possible error) is only 1% of the measure-
ment. While 100 is used in this embodiment, other em-
bodiments may use larger or smaller numbers (e.g. 200,
500, 100, 50, etc.).
[0047] The predetermined number N may be meas-
ured during manufacturing test of the integrated circuit.
The predetermined number N is generally expected to
be close the multiple of the number of gate delays used
to create the series connection of gates (e.g. 100 in the
above example), but may vary somewhat from the
number. In one embodiment, the predetermined number
N may be stored in the F/V/N table 102 along with the
static supply voltage magnitude for a given operating fre-
quency. There may be one N stored in the table, or there
may be one N for each operating frequency (in the entry
corresponding to that operating frequency) in various em-
bodiments.
[0048] The gates 104A-104H may be physically dis-
tributed over the area of the integrated circuit 10 that is
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occupied by the logic circuit 14. Accordingly, variations
in process characteristics and/or operating temperature
that may occur over the surface area of the integrated
circuit chip may be represented in the propagation delay.
That is, each set of one or more gates 104A-140H may
be affected by the operating temperature and/or process
characteristics that are local to the physical area in which
those gates 104A-104H are located. In one embodiment,
the gates 104A-104H may be selected from the "spare
gates" that are typically included throughout an integrat-
ed circuit 10 in order to permit repairing logic errors in
the logic circuit 14 by changing the wiring layers of the
integrated circuit. That is, the spare gates are not initially
wired into the logic circuit 14, and are not used. If errors
in the logic are detected, the spare gates can be wired
into the logic circuit 14 to generate the correct logic func-
tion. A variety of different logic gates may be included in
the spare gates to increase the probability that the correct
logic function can be generated. Accordingly, unused
spare gates may have the variety, and may be wired to-
gether to create a series connection of gates 104A-104H
that may scale similar to the logic circuit 14. By imple-
menting the gates 104A-104H out of the spare gates, the
gates 104A-104H may not add to the semiconductor area
consumed by the integrated circuit 10.
[0049] Additionally, the use of a series connection of
logic gates 104A-104H to sense delay is primarily a digital
circuit. Thus, the use of the circuit may be relatively sim-
ple and low power, as compared to analog circuitry, in
some embodiments.
[0050] The measurement unit 100 comprises at least
the circuitry configured to launch the transition and to
measure the propagation delay. In some embodiments,
the measurement unit 100 may also include circuitry con-
figured to determine when to take the measurement
and/or the circuitry configured to compare the propaga-
tion delay to the expected value. Alternatively, the deter-
mination may be made in the local power manager 18 or
in software.
[0051] Generally, a logic gate comprises circuitry that
receives one or more inputs and is configured to perform
a logic function on the inputs to provide one or more out-
puts. One or more such gates may be included in each
set of gates 104A-104H. It is noted that, while the gates
104A-104H appear near the periphery of the logic circuit
14 in Fig. 6 for convenience in the drawing, the gates
may generally be interspersed through the logic circuit
14 area, as mentioned above.
[0052] While the above discussion of Fig. 6 has re-
ferred to requesting a supply voltage magnitude, and the
PMU/power supply 12 supplying a voltage of the request-
ed magnitude, the discussion is not meant to imply that
there is only one requested/supplied voltage. There may
be multiple supply voltages requested and supplied at
any given point in time. For example, there may be sep-
arate supply voltages for combinatorial logic circuitry and
for memory circuitry in the logic circuit 14. There may be
multiple voltage domains within the integrated circuit 10

that may be powered up and down separately, and may
have separate measurement units and serial chains of
logic gates. Each such domain may include a separate
request. The local power manager 18 may be powered
separate from the logic circuit 14. Any set of one or more
supply voltages may be requested and supplied. Further-
more, in some embodiments, more than one chain of
gates may be implemented within a voltage domain to
model different types of delays. For example, logic gate
delays and register file delays may be modeled sepa-
rately.
[0053] Turning now to Fig. 7, a flowchart is shown il-
lustrating one embodiment of testing integrated circuit 10
as shown in Fig. 6 prior to packaging the integrated cir-
cuit. The blocks shown in Fig. 7 may be performed on a
test machine (e.g. a wafer tester) during the manufacture
of the integrated circuit 10.
[0054] Similar to the embodiment of Fig. 2, the test may
begin by testing for a rough characterization of the inte-
grated circuit 10 (block 30), such as Iddq testing, and a
set of test voltages may be selected (block 32). The tester
may set a first test frequency (block 34), and may run a
test pattern for each voltage in set of test voltages as the
supply voltage (block 36). In this embodiment, the test
may include activating the measurement unit 100. For
each test voltage, the tester may read the number of clock
cycles of delay "N" as measured by the measurement
unit 100 during the test (that is, the value in the counter
flop 108). The tester may record the measured N for each
test voltage (block 110). The tester may then select the
minimum supply voltage magnitude for which the test
passes, as well as the corresponding "N" (block 112).
[0055] If there are more test frequencies (e.g. more
supported operating frequencies for the integrated circuit
10 that have not yet been tested - decision block 40, "yes"
leg), the next frequency may be selected and tested
(blocks 34, 36, 110, and 112). The set of test voltages
may include different voltages to be tested for each sup-
ported operating frequency, or may be selected so that
at least one passing supply voltage is expected for each
supported operating frequency. Once the test frequen-
cies have been exhausted (decision block 40, "no" leg),
the test machine may write the frequencies, voltage mag-
nitudes, and values of "N" to the F/V/N table 102 (block
114).
[0056] In some embodiments, a margin may be added
to the measured "N" to be written to the table. Alterna-
tively, the margin may be added to "N" read from the table
to write "N" to the flop 106. Similarly, a margin may be
added to the supply voltage magnitude written to the table
or the margin may be added by the local power manager
18 after reading the magnitude from the table.
[0057] Turning now to Fig. 8, a flowchart is shown il-
lustrating operation of one embodiment of the integrated
circuit 10 as shown in Fig. 6 (and more particularly the
measurement unit 100 and the local power manager 18)
to determine if the supply voltage magnitude is to be ad-
justed. The operation of Fig. 8 may be performed peri-
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odically while the integrated circuit 10 is in operation (e.g.
approximately once every 10 microseconds to 1 millisec-
ond, in one embodiment, depending on the thermal in-
ertia of the system). The operation of Fig. 8 may be per-
formed after a change in workload (e.g. from a phone to
a music player or a mobile internet access device). The
operation of Fig. 8 may be performed as part of changing
the frequency of operation, as well. The blocks are shown
in a particular order for ease of understanding, but other
orders may be used. Blocks may be performed in parallel
by combinatorial logic within the measurement unit
100/local power manager 18. Blocks, combinations of
blocks, and/or the flowchart as a whole may be pipelined
over multiple clock cycles.
[0058] The local power manager 18 may activate the
measurement unit 100, which may sense the current
propagation delay ("N") in the series connection of gates
104A-104H (block 120). In some embodiments, the local
power manager 18 and/or the measurement unit 100 may
filter the results (block 122). Specifically, for example,
the filtering may include detecting oscillation of the value
of N between consecutive measurements. The oscilla-
tion may occur because the propagation delay is close
an integer number of clock cycles (and thus is sometimes
captured in M clock cycles and other times is captured
in M+1 clock cycles). The oscillation may also occur be-
cause the requested supply voltage is being increased
and decreased in an oscillatory manner.
[0059] If the measurement unit 100 detects that the
measured "N" is greater than the "N" from the F/V/N table
102 (decision block 124, "yes" leg), the local power man-
ager 18 may increase the requested supply voltage mag-
nitude sent to the PMU/power supply 12 (block 126). For
example, the next higher supply voltage magnitude may
be requested. If the measurement unit 100 detects that
the measured "N" is less than the "N" from the F/V/N
table 102 (decision block 128, "yes" leg), the local power
manager 18 may decrease the requested supply voltage
magnitude sent to the PMU/power supply 12 (block 130).
The operation of Fig. 8 may be repeated until the request-
ed supply voltage magnitude settles, or may be repeated
at the next measurement time, as desired.
[0060] Turning now to Fig. 9, a flowchart is shown il-
lustrating operation of one embodiment of the integrated
circuit 10 (and more particularly the local power manager
18 and the measurement unit 100) in response to a re-
quest to change frequencies in the integrated circuit 10.
The blocks are shown in a particular order for ease of
understanding, but other orders may be used. Blocks
may be performed in parallel by combinatorial logic within
the measurement unit 100/local power manager 18.
Blocks, combinations of blocks, and/or the flowchart as
a whole may be pipelined over multiple clock cycles.
[0061] If the request to change frequencies is an in-
crease from the current operating frequency (decision
block 140, "yes" leg), the value of N in the flop 106 may
be scaled by the ratio of the new (requested) frequency
and the old (current frequency) (block 142). For example,

if the current frequency is 1 GHz and the new frequency
is 1.5 GHz, the value of N may be scaled by 1.5. The
local power manager 18 and the measurement unit 100
may iterate the adjust supply voltage process of Fig. 8
until the measured N from the measurement unit 100
matches the scaled N (block 144). In some embodiments,
a margin may be added to the scaled N to ensure that
the increased supply voltage magnitude is sufficient to
support the newly changed frequency. Once the scaled
N is met, the local power manager 18 may set the new
frequency (block 146) and may wait for the clock gener-
ation circuit to lock to the new frequency (block 148). A
new N may be read from the F/V/N table 102 and may
be written to the flop 106 (block 150).
[0062] If the request to change frequencies is a de-
crease from the current operating frequency (decision
block 140, "no" leg), the local power manager 18 may
set the new frequency (block 146) without scaling N and
adjusting the supply voltage (blocks 142 and 144). Since
the supply voltage is already high enough to support the
higher current frequency, the integrated circuit 10 will op-
erate at the new frequency correctly. Subsequent peri-
odic measurements and adjustments (e.g. Fig. 8) may
lower the voltage. In other embodiments, N may be
scaled and the voltage may be adjusted (blocks 142 and
144) for the lower new frequency as well, in which case
the adjustments to the supply voltage will be reductions.
[0063] In some embodiments, the process of adjusting
the supply voltage magnitude (block 144) may begin with
reading the supply voltage magnitude from the F/V/N ta-
ble 102 (or the self calibration table 22) for the new fre-
quency and initializing the process by requesting the sup-
ply voltage magnitude from the table.
[0064] Turning next to Fig. 10, a flowchart is shown
illustrating another embodiment of testing integrated cir-
cuit 10 as shown in Fig. 6 prior to packaging the integrated
circuit. The blocks shown in Fig. 10 may be performed
on a test machine (e.g. a wafer tester) during the manu-
facture of the integrated circuit 10.
[0065] Similar to the embodiment of Fig. 2, the test may
begin by testing for a rough characterization of the inte-
grated circuit 10 (block 30), such as Iddq testing. Addi-
tionally, the measurement unit 100 may be activated with
the supply voltage set to its maximum possible value (per
the specification of integrated circuit 10) (block 160). The
measurement of N at the maximum possible value may
be an indication of the "speed" of the integrated circuit
10, and may be used to select a set of test voltages (block
162). In this fashion, the selected test voltages may be
closer to the optimal voltage for a given frequency, which
may permit fine grain voltage testing in a short amount
of test time and resulting supply voltage magnitude that
is close to the optimum value for the integrated circuit
10. Accordingly, the integrated circuit 10 may consume
less power at a given frequency when the supply voltage
is set to the voltage in the table (as compared to less
optimal test strategies). Additionally, a relatively small
set of voltages may still be used, reducing test time. For
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example, Fig. 13 is a graphical representation of the dis-
tribution of parts from fast process (left side of Fig. 13)
to slow process (right side of Fig. 13). Using the maximum
voltage (dotted line farthest to the right), N may be meas-
ured. Based on the measured N, a small set of test volt-
ages near the expected operating point may be selected
and the integrated circuit 10 may be tested at these volt-
ages (brace at the bottom of Fig. 13).
[0066] Subsequently, similar to the embodiment of Fig.
7, set the first test frequency (block 34), and may run a
test pattern for each voltage in set of test voltages as the
supply voltage (block 36). The test may include activating
the measurement unit 100. For each test voltage, the
tester may read the number of clock cycles of delay "N"
as measured by the measurement unit 100 during the
test (that is, the value in the counter flop 108). The tester
may record the measured N for each test voltage (block
110). The tester may then select the minimum supply
voltage magnitude for which the test passes, as well as
the corresponding "N" (block 112).
[0067] If there are more test frequencies (e.g. more
supported operating frequencies for the integrated circuit
10 that have not yet been tested - decision block 40, "yes"
leg), the next frequency may be selected and tested
(blocks 34, 36, 110, and 112). The set of test voltages
may include different voltages to be tested for each sup-
ported operating frequency, or may be selected so that
at least one passing supply voltage is expected for each
supported operating frequency. Once the test frequen-
cies have been exhausted (decision block 40, "no" leg),
the test machine may write the frequencies, voltage mag-
nitudes, and values of "N" to the F/V/N table 102 (block
114).
[0068] In some embodiments, a margin may be added
to the measured "N" to be written to the table. Alterna-
tively, the margin may be added to "N" read from the table
to write "N" to the flop 106. Similarly, a margin may be
added to the supply voltage magnitude written to the table
or the margin may be added by the local power manager
18 after reading the magnitude from the table.
[0069] Turning next to Fig. 11, a flowchart is shown
illustrating operation of one embodiment of the measure-
ment unit 100 to perform a measurement. The measure-
ment unit 100 may perform the operation illustrated in
Fig. 11 in response to the local power manager 18 initi-
ating a measurement, for example. The blocks are shown
in a particular order for ease of understanding, but other
orders may be used. Blocks may be performed in parallel
by combinatorial logic within the measurement unit 100.
Blocks, combinations of blocks, and/or the flowchart as
a whole may be pipelined over multiple clock cycles.
[0070] The measurement unit 100 may clear the coun-
ter in the flop 108 (reference numeral 170), and may
launch a logical transition into the series connection (or
"chain") of gates 104A-104H (block 172). If the measure-
ment unit 100 has not yet detected the corresponding
logical transition at the output of the chain (decision block
174, "no" leg), the measurement unit 100 may increment

the counter (block 176) and wait for the next clock cycle
to detect the transition again (block 178). If the measure-
ment unit 100 has detected the corresponding transition
(decision block 174, "yes" leg), the measurement unit
100 may compare the counter to N in the flop 106 and
report the results to the local power manager 18 (block
180). [0082] Numerous variations and modifications will
become apparent to those skilled in the art once the
above disclosure is fully appreciated.

Claims

1. An integrated circuit (10) comprising:

a plurality of logic gates (104A-104H) physically
distributed over an area of the integrated circuit
(10) that is occupied by a logic circuit (14) that
implements the operation of the integrated cir-
cuit (10), wherein the plurality of logic gates
(104A-104H) are connected in series, and
wherein a number of gates in the plurality of logic
gates (104A-104H) is larger than a number of
gates that evaluate in a clock cycle of a clock
provided to the integrated circuit (10), and
wherein the clock defines an operating frequen-
cy of the integrated circuit (10) ; and
a measurement unit (100) coupled to a first gate
(104A) in the series and a last gate (104H) in
the series, wherein the measurement unit (100)
is configured to launch a logical transition into
the first gate (104A) and to measure time until
a corresponding transition is detected from the
last gate (104H);
wherein the measured time is compared to a
predetermined time to adjust a supply voltage
of the integrated circuit (10).

2. The integrated circuit (10) as recited in claim 1
wherein the measured time and the predetermined
time are measured in clock cycles of the clock.

3. The integrated circuit (10) as recited in claim 2
wherein the predetermined time is set during a man-
ufacturing test of the integrated circuit (10).

4. The integrated circuit (10) as recited in claim 2 further
comprising a local power manager (18) coupled to
the measurement unit (100), wherein the local power
manager (18) is configured to request a decreased
supply voltage magnitude in response to the meas-
ured number of clock cycles being less than the pre-
determined number.

5. The integrated circuit (10) as recited in claim 4
wherein the local power manager (18) is configured
to request an increased supply voltage magnitude
in response to the measured number of clock cycles
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being greater than the predetermined number.

6. The integrated circuit (10) as recited in claim 2
wherein, in response to a request for a new frequen-
cy of operation for the integrated circuit (10) that is
greater than a current frequency of operation, the
measurement unit (100) is configured to scale the
predetermined number by a ratio of the new frequen-
cy to the current frequency, and wherein the inte-
grated circuit (10) further comprises a local power
manager (18) coupled to the measurement unit (100)
and configured to transmit an indication of a request-
ed supply voltage magnitude to an external power
supply (12), and wherein the local power manager
(18) is configured to request increased supply volt-
age magnitudes until the number of clock cycles
counted by the measurement unit is approximately
equal to the scaled predetermined number.

7. A method comprising:

a measurement unit (100) launching a logical
transition into a first gate (104A) of a series con-
nection of a plurality of gates (104A-104H) and
that are physically distributed over an area of an
integrated circuit (10) that is occupied by a logic
circuit (14) that implements the operation of the
integrated circuit (10), wherein a number of
gates in the plurality of logic gates (104A-104H)
is larger than a number of gates that evaluate in
a clock cycle of a clock provided to the integrated
circuit (10), wherein the clock defines an oper-
ating frequency of the integrated circuit (10); and
the measurement unit (100) measuring a time
until a corresponding transition is detected from
the last gate (104H) of the series connection,
wherein the measured time is compared to a
predetermined time to adjust a supply voltage
of the integrated circuit (10).

8. The method as recited in claim 7 wherein the meas-
ured time and the predetermined time are measured
in clock cycles of the clock.

9. The method as recited in claim 8 further comprising
requesting a decreased supply voltage magnitude
in response to the number of clock cycles counted
by the measurement unit (100) being less than the
predetermined number.

10. The method as recited in claim 9 further comprising
requesting an increased supply voltage magnitude
in response to the number of clock cycles counted
by the measurement unit (100) being greater than
the predetermined number.

11. The method as recited in claim 8 further comprising:

receiving a request for a new frequency of op-
eration for the integrated circuit (10) that is great-
er than a current frequency of operation;
the measurement unit (100) scaling the prede-
termined number by a ratio of the new frequency
to the current frequency in response to the re-
quest;
requesting increased supply voltage magni-
tudes until the measured number of clock cycles
is approximately equal to the scaled predeter-
mined number.

Patentansprüche

1. Integrierte Schaltung (10) umfassend:

eine Vielzahl von Logikgattern (104A - 104H),
die physisch in einem Bereich der integrierten
Schaltung (10) verteilt ist, der von einer Logik-
schaltung (14) belegt ist, die die Handlung der
integrierten Schaltung (10) implementiert, wo-
bei die Vielzahl von Logikgattern (104A - 104H)
in Reihe geschaltet ist und wobei eine Anzahl
von Gattern aus der Vielzahl von Logikgattern
(104A - 104A) größer ist als eine Anzahl von
Gattern, die in einem Taktzyklus eines Takts
evaluieren, der der integrierten Schaltung (10)
bereitgestellt wird, und wobei der Takt eine Be-
triebsfrequenz der integrierten Schaltung (10)
definiert; und
eine Messeinheit (100), die mit einem ersten
Gatter (104A) aus der Reihe und einem letzten
Gatter (104H) aus der Reihe gekoppelt ist, wo-
bei die Messeinheit (100) eingerichtet ist, um
einen logischen Übergang in das erste Gatter
(104A) zu starten und um eine Zeit zu messen
bis ein entsprechender Übergang von dem letz-
ten Gatter (104H) erkannt wird;
wobei die gemessene Zeit mit einer vorbe-
stimmten Zeit verglichen wird, um eine Versor-
gungsspannung der integrierten Schaltung (10)
anzupassen.

2. Integrierte Schaltung (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die gemessene Zeit und die vorbestimmte Zeit in
Taktzyklen des Taktes gemessen werden.

3. Integrierte Schaltung (10) nach Anspruch 2, wobei
die vorbestimmte Zeit während eines Herstellungs-
tests der integrierten Schaltung (10) gesetzt wird.

4. Integrierte Schaltung (10) nach Anspruch 2, weiter
umfassend einen lokalen Energieverwalter (18), der
mit der Messeinheit (100) gekoppelt ist, wobei der
lokale Energieverwalter (18) eingerichtet ist, einen
verringerten Versorgungsspannungsbetrag anzu-
fragen in Antwort darauf, dass die gemessene An-
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zahl von Taktzyklen niedriger ist als die vorbestimm-
te Anzahl.

5. Integrierte Schaltung (10) nach Anspruch 4, wobei
der lokale Energieverwalter (18) eingerichtet ist, um
einen erhöhten Versorgungsspannungsbetrag an-
zufragen in Antwort darauf, dass die gemessene An-
zahl von Taktzyklen größer ist als die vorbestimmte
Anzahl.

6. Integrierte Schaltung (10) nach Anspruch 2, wobei
in Antwort auf eine Anfrage nach einer neuen Be-
triebsfrequenz für die integrierte Schaltung (10), die
größer ist als die aktuelle Betriebsfrequenz, die
Messeinheit (100) eingerichtet ist, die vorbestimmte
Anzahl um ein Verhältnis der neuen Frequenz zu der
aktuellen Frequenz zu skalieren und wobei die inte-
grierte Schaltung (10) weiterhin einen lokalen Ener-
gieverwalter (18) umfasst, der mit der Messeinheit
(100) gekoppelt ist und eingerichtet ist, um einen
Hinweis auf einen angefragten Versorgungspan-
nungsbetrag an eine externe Energieversorgung
(12) zu übertragen, und wobei der lokale Energie-
verwalter (18) eingerichtet ist, um einen erhöhten
Versorgungsspannungsbetrag anzufordern bis die
Anzahl von Taktzyklen, die durch die Messeinheit
gezählt wird, in etwa gleich der skalierten vorbe-
stimmten Anzahl ist.

7. Verfahren, umfassend:

eine Messeinheit (100), die einen logischen
Übergang in einem ersten Gatter (104A) einer
Reihenverbindung einer Vielzahl von Gattern
(104A - 104H) startet und die physisch über ei-
nen Bereich einer integrierten Schaltung (10)
verteilt ist, der durch eine Logikschaltung (14)
belegt ist, die die Handlung der integrierten
Schaltung (10) implementiert, wobei eine An-
zahl von Gattern aus der Vielzahl von Logikgat-
tern (104A - 104H) größer ist als eine Anzahl
von Gattern, die in einem Taktzyklus eines Tak-
tes evaluieren, der der integrierten Schaltung
(10) bereitgestellt wird, wobei der Takt eine Be-
triebsfrequenz der integrierten Schaltung (10)
definiert; und
die Messeinheit (100) eine Zeit misst, bis zu der
ein entsprechender Übergang von dem letzten
Gatter (104H) der Reihenverbindung erkannt
wird, wobei die gemessene Zeit mit einer vor-
bestimmten Zeit verglichen wird, um eine Ver-
sorgungsspannung der integrierten Schaltung
(10) anzupassen.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei die gemessene
Zeit und die vorbestimmte Zeit in Taktzyklen des
Taktes gemessen werden.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, weiter umfassend ein
Anfragen eines verringerten Versorgungsspan-
nungsbetrags in Antwort auf die Anzahl von Taktzy-
klen, die durch die Messeinheit (100) gezählt wird,
die geringer ist als die vorbestimmte Anzahl.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, weiter umfassend ein
Anfragen eines erhöhten Versorgungsspannungs-
betrags in Antwort darauf, dass die Anzahl von Takt-
zyklen, die durch die Messeinheit (100) gezählt wird,
größer ist als die vorbestimmte Anzahl.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, weiter umfassend:

Empfangen einer Anfrage nach einer neuen Be-
triebsfrequenz der integrierten Schaltung (10),
die größer ist als die aktuelle Betriebsfrequenz;
wobei die Messeinheit (100) die vorbestimmte
Anzahl um ein Verhältnis der neuen Frequenz
zu der aktuellen Frequenz in Antwort auf die An-
frage skaliert;
Anfragen eines erhöhten Versorgungsspan-
nungsbetrags bis die gemessene Anzahl von
Taktzyklen ungefähr gleich der skalierten vor-
bestimmten Anzahl ist.

Revendications

1. Un circuit intégré (10) comprenant :

une pluralité de portes logiques (104A-104H)
physiquement distribuées sur une zone du cir-
cuit intégré (10) qui est occupée par un circuit
logique (14) qui implémente le fonctionnement
du circuit intégré (10), la pluralité de portes lo-
giques (104A-104H) étant montées en série, et
un nombre de portes de la pluralité de portes
logiques (104A-104H) étant supérieur à un nom-
bre de portes qui évaluent dans un cycle d’hor-
loge d’une horloge appliquée au circuit intégré,
et l’horloge définissant une fréquence de fonc-
tionnement du circuit intégré (10) ; et
une unité de mesure (100) couplée à une pre-
mière porte (104A) de la série et à une dernière
porte (104H) de la série, l’unité de mesure (100)
étant configurée pour lancer une transition logi-
que dans la première porte (104A) et pour me-
surer le temps jusqu’à ce qu’une transition cor-
respondante soit détectée en provenance de la
dernière porte (104H) ;
dans lequel le temps mesuré est comparé à un
temps prédéterminé pour ajuster une tension
d’alimentation du circuit intégré (10).

2. Le circuit intégré (10) tel qu’énoncé dans la reven-
dication 1, dans lequel le temps mesuré et le temps
prédéterminé sont mesurés en cycles d’horloge de
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l’horloge.

3. Le circuit intégré (10) tel qu’énoncé dans la reven-
dication 2, dans lequel le temps prédéterminé est
établi au cours d’un test à la fabrication du circuit
intégré (10).

4. Le circuit intégré (10) tel qu’énoncé dans la reven-
dication 2, comprenant en outre un gestionnaire local
d’alimentation (18) couplé à l’unité de mesure (100),
le gestionnaire local d’alimentation (18) étant confi-
guré pour demander un niveau abaissé de tension
d’alimentation en réponse au fait que le nombre me-
suré de cycles d’horloge est inférieur au nombre pré-
déterminé.

5. Le circuit intégré (10) tel qu’énoncé dans la reven-
dication 4, dans lequel le gestionnaire local d’alimen-
tation (18) est configuré pour requérir un niveau ac-
cru de tension d’alimentation en réponse au fait que
le nombre mesuré de cycles d’horloge est supérieur
au nombre prédéterminé.

6. Le circuit intégré (10) tel qu’énoncé dans la reven-
dication 2, dans lequel, en réponse à une requête
de nouvelle fréquence de fonctionnement pour le cir-
cuit intégré (10) qui est supérieure à une fréquence
actuelle de fonctionnement, l’unité de mesure (100)
est configurée pour redimensionner le nombre pré-
déterminé d’un ratio de la nouvelle fréquence à la
fréquence actuelle, et dans lequel le circuit intégré
(10) comprend en outre un gestionnaire local d’ali-
mentation (18) couplé à l’unité de mesure (100) et
configuré pour transmettre à une alimentation de
puissance externe (12) une indication d’un niveau
de tension d’alimentation requis, et dans lequel le
gestionnaire local d’alimentation (18) est configuré
pour requérir des niveaux accrus de tension d’ali-
mentation jusqu’à ce que le nombre de cycles d’hor-
loge compté par l’unité de mesure soit approximati-
vement égal au nombre prédéterminé redimension-
né.

7. Un procédé comprenant :

le lancement par une unité de mesure (100)
d’une transition logique dans une première porte
(104A) d’une liaison série d’une pluralité de por-
tes (104A-104H) qui sont physiquement distri-
buées sur une zone d’un circuit intégré (10) qui
est occupée par un circuit logique (14) qui im-
plémente le fonctionnement du circuit intégré
(10), un nombre de portes de la pluralité de por-
tes logiques (104A-104H) étant supérieur à un
nombre de portes qui évaluent en un cycle d’hor-
loge d’une horloge appliqué au circuit intégré
(10), l’horloge définissant une fréquence de
fonctionnement du circuit intégré (10), et

la mesure par l’unité de mesure (100) d’un
temps jusqu’à ce qu’une transition correspon-
dante soit détectée en provenance de la derniè-
re porte (104H) de la liaison série,
dans lequel le temps mesuré est comparé à un
temps prédéterminé pour ajuster une tension
d’alimentation du circuit intégré (10).

8. Le procédé tel qu’énoncé dans la revendication 7,
dans lequel le temps mesuré et le temps prédéter-
miné sont mesurés en cycles d’horloge de l’horloge.

9. Le procédé tel qu’énoncé dans la revendication 8,
comprenant en outre la requête d’un niveau de ten-
sion d’alimentation diminué en réponse au fait que
le nombre de cycles d’horloge comptés par l’unité
de mesure (100) est inférieur au nombre prédéter-
miné.

10. Le procédé tel qu’énoncé dans la revendication 9,
comprenant en outre la requête d’un niveau abaissé
de tension d’alimentation en réponse au fait que le
nombre de cycles d’horloge comptés par l’unité de
mesure (100) est supérieur au nombre prédétermi-
né.

11. Le procédé tel qu’énoncé dans la revendication 8,
comprenant en outre :

la réception d’une requête de nouvelle fréquen-
ce de fonctionnement pour le circuit intégré (10)
qui est supérieure à une fréquence actuelle de
fonctionnement ;
le redimensionnement par l’unité de mesure
(100) du nombre prédéterminé d’un ratio de la
nouvelle fréquence à la fréquence actuelle, en
réponse à la requête ;
la requête de niveaux accrus de tension d’ali-
mentation jusqu’à ce que le nombre mesuré de
cycles d’horloge soit approximativement égal au
nombre prédéterminé redimensionné.
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