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(57) A movable body reciprocating mechanism (C) has: a rotation shaft (50); and a moving body (60) that engages
with a spiral ridge part (52) of the rotation shaft and reciprocates along an axial direction. The state of the moving body
(60) changes among: a first state in which the moving body moves in a first movement direction; a second state in which
the moving body releases the engagement after moving in the first movement direction; and a third state in which the
moving body reengages with the spiral ridge part (52) to form an engaged state and moves in a second movement
direction. The rotation shaft (50) has: a planar part (55) composed of only a circumferential surface; and a cylindrical
protrusion part (54) protruded radially outward from the circumferential surface. A cylinder part (61) of the moving body
has: a first end part (61F) that is located at a side of the cylinder part in the first movement direction and fits onto the
cylindrical protrusion part (54) in the second state; and a second end part (61B) that is located at a side of the cylinder
part in the second movement direction and radially faces an outer circumferential surface of the spiral ridge part in the
second state.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a reciprocating
mechanism for a movable body that reciprocates as a
rotation shaft rotates, a cleaning mechanism in which the
reciprocation mechanism is used, an optical scanning
device provided with the cleaning mechanism, and an
image forming apparatus provided with the optical scan-
ning device.

Background Art

[0002] An optical scanning device that generates scan-
ning light includes: a scanning optical system that is con-
stituted of a light source, a polygon mirror, a scanning
lens, etc.; and a housing that houses the scanning optical
system and protects the scanning optical system from
dust. A predetermined scanning target object is irradiated
with the scanning light, which passes through a window
part that is provided to the housing and is made of trans-
parent glass. The scanning target object is a photorecep-
tor drum in the case of an image forming apparatus, and
an electrostatic latent image is formed on the circumfer-
ential surface of the photoreceptor drum through irradi-
ation with the scanning light.
[0003] When the window part is polluted, the scanning
light can no longer be emitted properly toward the scan-
ning target object. Due to this, automatic cleaning of the
window part is required. For this automatic cleaning, a
movable body reciprocating mechanism is applied. The
reciprocation mechanism reciprocates, along the window
part, a moving body that holds a cleaning member. As
movable body reciprocating mechanisms, those provid-
ed with: a rotation shaft provided with a spiral ridge part
on the circumferential surface thereof; and a moving body
including a cylindrical part through which the rotation
shaft is inserted and which has an engaging part that
engages with the spiral ridge part are known (for exam-
ple, Patent Literatures 1 and 2). The rotation shaft is for-
wardly and reversely rotated, whereby the moving body
reciprocates along the rotation shaft and the cleaning
member held by the moving body cleans the window part.
[0004] The moving body moves toward one end side
of the rotation shaft by the rotation shaft being forwardly
rotated. Then, the engagement between the engaging
part and the spiral ridge part is temporarily released, and
the rotation shaft idly rotates. Following this, the engaging
part and the spiral ridge part reengage by the rotation
shaft being reversely rotated, and the moving body starts
moving toward the other end side of the rotation shaft.
However, there have been cases in which the reengage-
ment is not performed properly and the moving body mal-
functions. For example, there have been cases of failure
in which the moving body becomes incapable of moving
due to the engaging part and the spiral ridge part not
reengaging (not returning to meshing state) and unfortu-

nately stopping in contact state.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0005]

Patent Literature 1: JP 2011-158566 A
Patent Literature 2: JP 2012-234012 A

Summary of Invention

[0006] An aim of the present invention is to provide a
movable body reciprocating mechanism capable of en-
suring that a moving body reciprocates. Further, another
aim of the present invention is to provide a cleaning
mechanism in which the reciprocation mechanism is
used, an optical scanning device provided with the clean-
ing mechanism, and also an image forming apparatus
provided with the optical scanning device.
[0007] A movable body reciprocating mechanism ac-
cording to one aspect of the present invention is provided
with: a rotation shaft; a drive source that causes the ro-
tation shaft to rotate; and a moving body. The rotation
shaft has: a circumferential surface; and a spiral ridge
part protruded on the circumferential surface and extend-
ing spirally in an axial direction, and is rotatable in a first
rotation direction and a second rotation direction opposite
to the first rotation direction. The moving body includes:
a cylinder part through which the rotation shaft is inserted;
and an engaging part protruded on an inner circumfer-
ential surface of the cylinder part and engaging with the
spiral ridge part, and reciprocates along the axial direc-
tion in an engaged state in which the engaging part is
engaged with the spiral ridge part as the rotation shaft
rotates.
[0008] The state of the moving body changes among:
a first state in which the moving body is in the engaged
state and moves in a first movement direction as the ro-
tation shaft rotates in the first rotation direction; a second
state in which the moving body releases the engaged
state after moving in the first movement direction; and a
third state in which, as the rotation shaft rotates in the
second rotation direction, the engaging part reengages
with the spiral ridge part to form the engaged state and
the moving body moves in a second movement direction
opposite to the first movement direction. The rotation
shaft has, successively disposed adjacent to an end part
of the spiral ridge part at a side of the spiral ridge part in
the first movement direction: a planar part composed of
only the circumferential surface; and a cylindrical protru-
sion part that is protruded radially outward from the cir-
cumferential surface. The cylinder part of the moving
body has: a first end part that is located at a side of the
cylinder part in the first movement direction and fits onto
the cylindrical protrusion part in the second state; and a
second end part that is located at a side of the cylinder
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part in the second movement direction and radially faces
an outer circumferential surface of the spiral ridge part
in the second state.
[0009] A cleaning mechanism according to another as-
pect of the present invention includes: a cleaning mem-
ber that cleans an object to be cleaned; and the above-
described movable body reciprocating mechanism,
wherein the rotation shaft is disposed along the object to
be cleaned, and the moving body holds the cleaning
member.
[0010] An optical scanning device according to yet an-
other aspect of the present invention includes: a housing
that has a window part; a scanning optical system that
is disposed inside the housing and irradiates a predeter-
mined scanning target object with scanning light through
the window part; and the above-described cleaning
mechanism, wherein the object to be cleaned is the win-
dow part.
[0011] An image forming apparatus according to yet
another aspect of the present invention includes: an im-
age carrier; and the above-described optical scanning
device, the optical scanning device irradiating the image
carrier with the scanning light based on image informa-
tion.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0012]

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrating
an internal configuration of an image forming appa-
ratus according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating an optical
scanning device according to the embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view of a vicinity of a
back end of a top wall of the optical scanning device,
and is a diagram illustrating a state in which a rotation
shaft and a cleaning unit (a moving body) have been
assembled onto a housing of the optical scanning
device.
FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view of a state in which
the cleaning unit has been removed from FIG. 3.
FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view of a state in which
the rotation shaft has been removed from FIG. 4.
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the cleaning unit and
a part of the rotation shaft.
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the cleaning unit seen
from above.
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the cleaning unit seen
from below.
FIG. 9A is a partially-broken top view illustrating an
engagement relationship between a rotation shaft
and a cleaning unit in a second state in a comparative
example, and FIG. 9B is an enlarged view of a main
part of FIG. 9A.
FIG. 10A is a partially-broken top view illustrating an

engagement relationship between the rotation shaft
and the cleaning unit in the second state in the
present embodiment, and FIG. 10B is an enlarged
view of a main part of FIG. 10A.
FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram for describing an
angle of contact of an engaging part of the cleaning
unit according to the comparative example with re-
spect to a spiral leading end part.
FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram for describing an
angle of contact of an engaging part of the cleaning
unit according to the present embodiment with re-
spect to the spiral leading end part.
FIG. 13A is a cross-sectional view of a rotation shaft
illustrating a preferable spiral leading end part, and
FIG. 13B is a cross-sectional view of a rotation shaft
illustrating a common spiral leading end part.
FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating an electrical
configuration of the image forming apparatus.

Description of Embodiment

[Overall Configuration of Image Forming Apparatus]

[0013] In the following, an embodiment of the present
invention is described in detail on the basis of the draw-
ings. FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrat-
ing an internal configuration of an image forming appa-
ratus 1 according to the embodiment of the present in-
vention. Here, a color printer is illustrated as one example
of the image forming apparatus 1. The image forming
apparatus 1 also may be a monochromatic printer, a fac-
simile device, a multifunctional device, etc.
[0014] The image forming apparatus 1 includes a main
body housing 10 that is composed of a housing having
a substantially-cuboid shape, and the following units
housed inside the main body housing 10: image forming
units 2Y, 2C, 2M, 2Bk; an optical scanning unit 23; an
intermediate transfer unit 28; and a fixing unit 30. A paper
ejection tray 11 is provided in the top surface of the main
body housing 10. A sheet ejection port 12 opens up facing
the paper ejection tray 11. Further, a manual-feed tray
13 is provided in openable/closable state to a lateral wall
of the main body housing 10. A sheet feeder cassette 14
that houses a sheet to undergo image forming processing
is attached in detachable state to the bottom part of the
main body housing 10.
[0015] The image forming units 2Y, 2C, 2M, 2Bk form
toner images of the colors yellow, cyan, magenta, and
black, based on image information transmitted from an
external device such as a computer, and are disposed
in tandem at a predetermined pitch in the horizontal di-
rection. The image forming units 2Y, 2C, 2M, 2Bk each
include: a photoreceptor drum 21 (an image carrier) that
carries an electrostatic latent image and a toner image;
a charger 22 that charges the circumferential surface of
the photoreceptor drum 21; the optical scanning unit 23,
which forms the electrostatic latent image on the circum-
ferential surface of the photoreceptor drum 21; a devel-
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oping device 24 that causes a developer to adhere onto
the electrostatic latent image to form the toner image;
toner containers 25Y, 25C, 25M, 25Bk of the colors yel-
low, cyan, magenta, and black that supply toners of the
respective colors to the developing device 24; a primary
transfer roller 26 that causes the toner image formed on
the photoreceptor drum 21 to undergo primary transfer;
and a cleaning device 27 that removes residual toner on
the circumferential surface of the photoreceptor drum 21.
[0016] In the present embodiment, the optical scan-
ning unit 23 includes optical scanning devices 23Y, 23C,
23M, 23Bk of the colors yellow, cyan, magenta, and black
that are disposed in correspondence with the photore-
ceptor drums 21 of the respective colors. Each of the
optical scanning devices 23Y to 23Bk includes a scan-
ning optical system constituted of a laser light source, a
polygon mirror, a scanning lens, etc., and irradiates the
circumferential surface of the corresponding photorecep-
tor drum 21 with scanning light on the basis of the image
information provided from the external device.
[0017] The intermediate transfer unit 28 causes the
toner images formed on the photoreceptor drums 21 to
undergo primary transfer. The intermediate transfer unit
28 includes: a transfer belt 281 that circulates while con-
tacting the circumferential surfaces of the respective pho-
toreceptor drums 21; and a driving roller 282 and a driven
roller 283 across which the intermediate transfer belt 281
is suspended. The transfer belt 281 is pressed against
the circumferential surfaces of the respective photore-
ceptor drums 21 by the primary transfer rollers 26. The
toner images on the photoreceptor drums 21 of the re-
spective colors are superimposed on one another at the
same position on the transfer belt 281 to undergo primary
transfer. Hence, a full-color toner image is formed on the
transfer belt 281.
[0018] A secondary transfer roller 29 is disposed to
face the driving roller 282. The secondary transfer roller
29 and the drive roller 282 form a secondary transfer nip
part T with the transfer belt 281 therebetween. At the
secondary transfer nip part T, the full color toner image
on the transfer belt 281 undergoes secondary transfer
onto a sheet. Toner remaining on the circumferential sur-
face of the transfer belt 281 without being transferred
onto the sheet is recovered by a belt cleaning device 284
disposed to face the driven roller 283.
[0019] The fixing unit 30 includes: a fixing roller 31 with
a built-in heat source; and a pressurizing roller 32 that
forms a fixing nip part N together with the fixing roller 31.
The fixing unit 30 performs fixing processing, in which
the sheet onto which the toner image has been trans-
ferred at the secondary transfer nip part T is heated and
pressurized at the fixing nip part N to cause the toner to
melt and adhere to the sheet. The sheet having under-
gone the fixing processing is ejected toward the paper
ejection tray 11 from the sheet ejection port 12.
[0020] A sheet conveyance path for conveying sheets
is provided inside the main body housing 10. The sheet
conveyance path includes a main conveyance path P1

that extends in the top-bottom direction from near the
bottom part of the main body housing 10 to near the top
part of the main body housing 10 through the secondary
transfer nip part T and the fixing unit 30. The downstream
end of the main conveyance path P1 is connected to the
sheet ejection port 12. A reversal conveyance path P2
that performs reversal conveyance of sheets upon both-
side printing is disposed to extend from the most down-
stream end of the main conveyance path P1 to near the
upstream end of the main conveyance path P1. Further,
a sheet conveyance path P3 for manually-fed sheets that
extends from the manual-feed tray 13 to the main con-
veyance path P1 is disposed above the sheet feeder cas-
sette 14.
[0021] The sheet feeder cassette 14 is provided with
a sheet housing part that houses a sheet stack. Near the
upper right of the sheet feeder cassette 14, a pick-up
roller 151 and a sheet-feeding roller pair 152 are provid-
ed. The pick-up roller 151 draws out sheets at the upper-
most layer of the sheet stack one by one, and the sheet-
feeding roller pair 152 sends out the sheets onto the up-
stream end of the main conveyance path P1. Sheets
placed on the manual-feed tray 13 are also sent out onto
the upstream end of the main conveyance path P1
through the sheet conveyance path P3 for manually-fed
sheets. At a position along the main conveyance path P1
that is farther upstream than the secondary transfer nip
part T is, a resist roller pair 153 that sends out sheets to
the transfer nip part at predetermined timings is disposed.
[0022] When a sheet is subjected to single-side print-
ing (image forming) processing, the sheet is sent out onto
the main conveyance path P1 from the sheet feeder cas-
sette 14 or the manual-feed tray 13, and the sheet un-
dergoes transfer processing of a toner image at the sec-
ondary transfer nip part T and fixing processing at the
fixing unit 30. In the fixing processing, the toner having
been transferred onto the sheet is fixed to the sheet.
Then, the sheet is ejected from the sheet ejection port
12 onto the paper ejection tray 11. Meanwhile, when a
sheet is subjected to both-side printing processing, after
the transfer processing and fixing processing have been
performed on one side of the sheet, a part of the sheet
is ejected onto the paper ejection tray 11 from the sheet
ejection port 12. Then, the sheet undergoes switchback
conveyance and travels through the reversal convey-
ance path P2 to be returned to near the upstream end of
the main conveyance path P1. Thereafter, the transfer
processing and fixing processing are performed on the
other side of the sheet, and the sheet is ejected onto the
paper ejection tray 11 from the sheet ejection port 12.

[Overview of Optical

[0023] Scanning Device with Cleaning Mechanism]
FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating the optical scan-
ning device 23Y for the color yellow (the optical scanning
devices 23C, 23M, 23Bk for the rest of the colors are also
the same). In FIG. 2 and the following drawings, indica-
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tions are provided of the front and back, left and right,
and top and bottom directions. These directional indica-
tions are provided for the convenience of description and
do not limit directions in the real device.
[0024] The optical scanning device 23Y includes a
housing 40 that has a substantially-cuboid shape elon-
gated in the front-back direction. The housing 40 houses
the above-described scanning optical system (not illus-
trated in the drawings) constituted of the laser light
source, the polygon mirror, the scanning lens, etc., and
protects the scanning optical system from dust. At the
right end-side of a top wall 40T of the housing 40, a win-
dow part 41 (object to be cleaned) extending in the front-
back direction is disposed. The window part 41 has a
piece of glass 42 fitted therein. The piece of glass 42 has
a rectangular shape elongated in the front-back direction,
and has a characteristic of not blocking the advance of
scanning light (has transparency). Scanning light gener-
ated by the scanning optical system is taken out to the
outside of the housing 40 through the piece of glass 42
and is emitted toward the photoreceptor drum 21.
[0025] The top wall 40T of the housing 40 has a clean-
ing mechanism C (a movable body reciprocating mech-
anism) assembled thereto. The cleaning mechanism C
cleans the top surface of the piece of glass 42 of the
window part 41, and includes: a rotation shaft 50; a clean-
ing unit 60 (a moving body); and a drive motor 70 (a drive
source).
[0026] The rotation shaft 50 reciprocates the cleaning
unit 60 in the back direction F1 (a first movement direc-
tion) and the front direction F2 (a second movement di-
rection), and is disposed in parallel with the window part
41 to extend along the left side of the window part 41 (the
piece of glass 42). The piece of glass 42 has a front-back
length covering substantially the entire length between
a front wall 40F and a back wall 40B of the housing 40,
and the rotation shaft 50 also has a front-back length
from the front wall 40F to the back wall 40B. The rotation
shaft 50 is supported by the housing 40 to be rotatable
in a clockwise direction R1 (a first rotation direction) and
a counterclockwise direction R2 (a second rotation direc-
tion). Specifically, a front end part 50F and a back end
part 50B of the rotation shaft 50 are axially-supported by
the front wall 40F and the back wall 40B of the housing
40, respectively. The drive motor 70 is a motor that is
capable of rotating in the forward and reverse directions,
and generates rotational drive force for causing the ro-
tation shaft 50 to rotate in the clockwise direction R1 or
the counterclockwise direction R2.
[0027] The cleaning unit 60 reciprocates along the ax-
ial direction of the rotation shaft 50 (the front-back direc-
tion) as the rotation shaft 50 is rotationally driven by the
drive motor 70. The cleaning unit 60 holds a cleaning
member 6 (refer to FIGS. 6 and 8) that wipes off dirt on
the top surface of the piece of glass 42 by coming in slide
contact with the top surface. Here, suppose that the
cleaning unit 60 moves in the back direction F1 by the
rotation shaft 50 being rotationally driven in the clockwise

direction R1 and the cleaning unit 60 moves in the front
direction F2 by the rotation shaft 50 being rotationally
driven in the counterclockwise direction R2.
[0028] FIG. 2 illustrates a state in which the cleaning
unit 60 is located close to the front wall 40F. The above-
described reciprocation refers to a movement in which
the cleaning unit 60 moves in the back direction F1 from
a position adjacent to the front wall 40F to a position
adjacent to the back wall 40B and then moves from the
position adjacent to the back wall 40B back to the position
adjacent to the front wall 40F. That is, the state of the
cleaning unit 60 changes among: a state in which the
cleaning unit 60 moves in the back direction F1 as the
rotation shaft 50 rotates in the clockwise direction R1 (a
first state); a state in which engagement with the rotation
shaft 50 is released and the cleaning unit 60 stays near
the back wall 40B (a second state); a state in which the
cleaning unit 60 moves in the front direction F2 as the
rotation shaft 50 rotates in the counterclockwise direction
R2 (a third state); and a state in which the engagement
with the rotation shaft 50 is released once again and the
cleaning unit 60 stays near the front wall 40F. By such
reciprocation of the cleaning unit 60, the top surface of
the piece of glass 42 is wiped a plurality of times by the
cleaning member 6..

[Details of Parts of Cleaning Mechanism]

[0029] FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view of the vicinity
of the back end of the housing 40 of the optical scanning
device 23Y, in a state in which the cleaning mechanism
C is assembled onto the housing 40. FIG. 4 illustrates a
state in which the cleaning unit 60 has been removed
from FIG. 3, and FIG. 5 further illustrates a state in which
the rotation shaft 50 has been removed from FIG. 4. FIG.
5 illustrates the top wall 40T of the housing 40, in a state
in which the cleaning mechanism C has been removed.
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the cleaning unit 60 and
the vicinity of the back end part 50B of the rotation shaft
50. FIGS. 7 and 8 are perspective views of the cleaning
unit 60 (a moving frame 600) seen from above and below,
respectively.

<Top Wall of Housing>

[0030] Referring mainly to FIG. 5, the top wall 40T of
the housing 40 is provided with: a shaft housing part 43;
a right rail 44; a left rail 45; a spring receiving wall 46;
and a bearing part 47, in addition to the above-described
window part 41. The window part 41 includes: an opening
part 411 that penetrates the top wall 40T in the top-bottom
direction; and a frame part 412 that is disposed at the
peripheral edge of the opening part 411. The opening
part 411 is a rectangular opening that is elongated in the
front-back direction, and is an opening that serves as an
optical path of the scanning light. The frame part 412 is
a portion that receives the bottom surface of the piece of
glass 42, and also serves as a seal. The piece of glass
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42 is placed on the frame part 412 so that the opening
part 411 is closed from above by the piece of glass 42.
[0031] The shaft housing part 43 is a recess groove
extending in the front-back direction for housing the ro-
tation shaft 50 and a part of the cleaning unit 60. A bottom
surface 431 of the shaft housing part 43 is level, but the
bottom surface 431 has formed therein, near the right
end thereof, a guide groove 432 that is composed of a
narrow recess groove extending in the front-back direc-
tion. The guide groove 432 is provided to guide the re-
ciprocation of the cleaning unit 60. At the back end of the
shaft housing part 43, a shaft end receiving part 433 pro-
vided with a semi-columnar cavity is continuously dis-
posed.
[0032] The right rail 44 and the left rail 45 are also pro-
vided for guiding the reciprocation of the cleaning unit
60. The right rail 44 extends in the front-back direction
near the right end of the top wall 40T. The left rail 45
extends in the front-back direction near the left-right di-
rection center of the top wall 40T, and is disposed par-
allelly with respect to the right rail 44 with the window
part 41 and the shaft housing part 43 therebetween.
[0033] The spring receiving wall 46 is a wall with which
a later-described spring 69 provided to the cleaning unit
60 is brought in contact. The spring receiving wall 46 is
a vertical wall that stands vertically upward from the bot-
tom surface 431 at the back end of the shaft housing part
43. The bearing part 47 is disposed further toward the
back side than the shaft end receiving part 433 is, and
is a portion that axially supports the rotation shaft 50.
Note that, although not illustrated in FIG. 5 due to FIG.
5 illustrating the vicinity of the back end of the top wall
40T, the spring receiving wall 46 and the bearing part 47
are also provided in the vicinity of the front end of the top
wall 40T.

<Rotation Shaft>

[0034] Referring mainly to FIG. 4, the rotation shaft 50
is a shaft body that extends linearly in the front-back di-
rection. The rotation shaft 50 is provided with: a shaft 51
provided with a circumferential surface 51S; and a spiral
52 (a spiral ridge part) protruded radially outward from
the circumferential surface 51S of the shaft 51. The shaft
51 is a columnar shaft having a predetermined outer di-
ameter, and has a front-back length from the front wall
40F to the back wall 40B of the housing 40. The circum-
ferential surface 51S is a columnar circumferential sur-
face.
[0035] The spiral 52 is a ridge part that extends spirally
in the axial direction of the shaft 51 with a predetermined
spiral pitch. The spiral 52 is protruded on the shaft 51
within an area of the rotation shaft 50 excluding the front
end part 50F and the back end part 50B. The most radi-
ally-protruding top surface (a top surface 52S) of the spi-
ral 52 is configured as a substantially planar surface. That
is, the top surface 52S, which is planar and has a belt-
like shape, is formed spirally around the circumferential

surface 51S of the shaft 51. Between the spiral pitches
of the spiral 52, the circumferential surface 51S of the
shaft 51 is exposed. In other words, a spiral recess
groove 51G formed of the circumferential surface 51S
and a pair of standing lateral walls of the spiral 52 at both
sides of the circumferential surface 51S extends in the
axial direction of the rotation shaft 50.
[0036] At the back end part 50B, the rotation shaft 50
(the shaft 51) is provided with: a shaft end part 53; a
column part 54 (a cylindrical protrusion part); and a planar
part 55. The shaft end part 53 is a shaft portion that co-
axially connects to the back end of the shaft 51, and has
slightly smaller outer diameter than the shaft 51 and is
axially supported by the bearing part 47. The shaft end
part 53 has an input gear 531 attached thereto at the
back end thereof. The input gear 531 is meshed with a
drive gear to which drive force of the drive motor 70 is
provided, and the rotation shaft 50 is rotated about the
axis thereof by the drive force. The shaft end part 53 has
a stopper ring 532 protruded at the front end-side thereof.
The stopper ring 532 is a portion having greater diameter
than the shaft end part 53. The stopper ring 532 and the
wall surface of the bearing part 47 mutually interfere,
whereby a measure is taken to prevent the rotation shaft
50 from falling out from the shaft housing part 43.
[0037] The column part 54 is protruded radially out-
ward from the circumferential surface 51S at a predeter-
mined position (described in detail later) of the back end
of the shaft 51. The column part 54 has a planar column
circumferential surface 54S at the farthest-protruding
outer circumferential portion thereof. In the present em-
bodiment, the radially-direction protrusion height of the
spiral 52 from the circumferential surface 51S and the
radial-direction protrusion height of the column part 54
from the circumferential surface 51S are set the same.
That is, the top surface 52S of the spiral 52 and the col-
umn circumferential surface 54S of the column part 54
are located at the same radial-direction height position.
Note that the height positions of the top surface 52S and
the column circumferential surface 54S do not need to
match in a strict sense, and there may be a slight differ-
ence between the height positions.
[0038] The planar part 55 is a portion which is disposed
at the back end of the shaft 51 and at which the spiral 52
is not present. That is, the planar part 55 is a planar co-
lumnar area composed of only the circumferential sur-
face 51S. Here, the expression "composed of only the
circumferential surface 51S" means that a portion engag-
ing with a later-described engaging part 66 provided to
the cleaning unit 60 is not present on the circumferential
surface 51S, while small protrusions, etc., of a size not
forming such engagement may be present at the planar
part 55. The planar part 55 is located between the column
part 54 and the back end part (the end part in the first
movement direction) of the spiral 52. That is, the planar
part 55 and the column part 54 are successively disposed
adjacent to the back end part of the spiral 52.
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<Cleaning Unit>

[0039] With reference to FIG. 3 and FIGS. 6 to 8, the
cleaning unit 60 includes: a moving frame 600, the clean-
ing member 6; and a spring 69 (a biasing member). The
moving frame 600 is provided with the following integral-
ly-formed parts: a cylinder part 61; a right arm 62; a left
arm 63; a right guide part 64; a left guide part 65; an
engaging part 66; columnar protrusions 67; and a spring
holding part 68. The cleaning member 6 is supported by
the right arm 62, and the spring 69 is held by the spring
holding part 68.
[0040] The cleaning unit 60 is provided with a shape
such that the cylinder axis of the cylinder part 61 is ori-
ented along the front-back direction, and the right arm
62 and the left arm 63 respectively extend to the right
and the left in the horizontal direction from the outer cir-
cumferential surface of the cylinder part 61. The right
guide part 64 and the left guide part 65 are respectively
disposed at the right end of the right arm 62 and the left
end of the left arm 63. The engaging part 66 and the
columnar protrusions 67 are attached to the cylinder part
61, and the spring holding part 68 is disposed next to the
cylinder part 61 at the left of the cylinder part 61.
[0041] The cylinder part 61 is a circular tubular body
having a predetermined length in the front-back direction,
and has an insertion hole 61H through which the rotation
shaft 50 is inserted. The inner diameter of the insertion
hole 61H is set to be slightly greater than the outer diam-
eter of the top surface 52S of the spiral 52. The engaging
part 66 protrudes radially inward from an inner circum-
ferential surface 611 of the cylinder part 61 (FIG. 8). The
engaging part 66 can engage with the spiral 52 in a state
in which the rotation shaft 50 is inserted through the cyl-
inder part 61. Further, when the rotation shaft 50 is for-
wardly and reversely rotated in an engaged state in which
the engaging part 66 is engaged with the spiral 52, the
moving frame 600 (the cleaning unit 60) reciprocates in
the axial direction. That is, the engaging part 66 fits into
the spiral recess groove 51G, and receives, from the spi-
ral 52, propulsive force for moving in the axial direction
when the rotation shaft 50 rotates about the axis thereof.
Due to this propulsive force, the cleaning unit 60 moves
in the back direction F1 or the front direction F2.
[0042] The right arm 62 is disposed at a position facing
the window part 41 of the housing 40 in the top-bottom
direction, and has a left-right direction length spanning
the window part 41. In order to hold the cleaning member
6, the right arm 62 is provided with a slit 621 penetrating
through the right arm 62 in the top-bottom direction. The
slit 621 is a slit having a rectangular cross-sectional
shape elongated in the left-right direction and having a
size allowing the cleaning member 6 to be inserted there-
through. At the center part of the slit 621 in the left-right
direction, locking parts 622 for fixing the cleaning mem-
ber 6 are provided. The cleaning member 6 has a rec-
tangular strip-like shape, and for example, a member
constituted of sponge or non-woven fabric can be used

as the cleaning member 6.
[0043] The left arm 63 is disposed at a position facing
the shaft housing part 43 of the housing 40 in the top-
bottom direction. The left-right direction width of the bot-
tom surface of the left arm 63 is substantially equal to
the left-right direction width of the bottom surface 431
excluding the guide groove 432. The spring holding part
68 is disposed on the top surface of the left arm 63. The
spring holding part 68 is a small columnar body that ex-
tends in the front-back direction.
[0044] The spring 69 is a coil spring that is longer in
the front-back direction than the spring holding part 68,
and is attached to the spring holding unit 68 in a state in
which the center part of the spring 69 in the coil extension
direction is expanded (FIG. 6). The portion of the spring
69 that protrudes from the front end of the spring holding
part 68 is defined as a spring front end part 69F, and the
portion of the spring 69 that protrudes from the back end
of the spring holding part 68 is defined as a spring back
end part 69B. The front end edge of the spring front end
part 69F protrudes further toward the front than the front
end edge of the cylinder part 61 does, and the back end
edge of the spring back end part 69B protrudes further
toward the back than the back end edge of the cylinder
part 61 does.
[0045] The right guide part 64 is a hook-shaped portion
that is disposed continuous to the right end of the right
arm 62. The right guide part 64 is fitted onto the right rail
44 of the housing 40 and slides in the front-back direction
by being guided by the right rail 44. The left guide part
65 is a hook-shaped portion that is disposed continuous
to the left end of the left arm 63. The left guide part 65 is
fitted onto the left rail 45 and slides in the front-back di-
rection by being guided by the left rail 45. The columnar
protrusions 67 are protrusions forming a pair that are
protruded downward from the bottom surface of the cyl-
inder part 61. The columnar protrusions 67 are fitted into
the guide groove 432, which is recessed in the bottom
surface 431 of the shaft housing part 43, and slides in
the front-back direction by being guided by the guide
groove 432.
[0046] The cleaning unit 60 is assembled onto the top
wall 40T of the housing 40 (FIG. 3) in a state in which
the moving frame 600 is equipped with the cleaning mem-
ber 6 and the spring 69 and in which the cylinder part 61
has the rotation shaft 50 inserted therethrough (FIG. 6).
In detail, the right guide part 64 and the left guide part 65
are respectively fitted onto the right rail 44 and the left
rail 45, and the cylinder part 61 and the left arm 63 are
housed inside the shaft housing part 43 of the top wall
40T. By assembly being performed in such a manner, a
part of the cleaning member 6, which is held by the right
arm 62, is put in surface contact with the top surface of
the piece of glass 42, the bottom surface of the left arm
63 faces the bottom surface 431, and the columnar pro-
trusions 67 fit into the guide groove 432.
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<Reciprocation Operation of Cleaning Unit>

[0047] The home position of the cleaning unit 60 is a
position close to the front wall 40F of the housing 40, as
illustrated in FIG. 2. That is, the home position is the
position of the front end part 50F of the rotation shaft 50.
When the rotation shaft 50 is rotated in the clockwise
direction R1 (the first rotation direction) in a state in which
the cleaning unit 60 is located at the home position, the
cleaning unit 60 starts to move in the back direction F1
due to the engagement between the spiral 52 of the ro-
tation shaft 50 and the engaging part 66 of the cleaning
unit 60. While the spiral 52 is not formed on the shaft 51
at the front end part 50F, the spiral 52 and the engaging
part 66 are capable of engaging with one another be-
cause the moving frame 600 is biased in the back direc-
tion F1 by the biasing force of the spring front end part
69F.
[0048] The cleaning unit 60 continues to move in the
back direction F1 (the first movement direction) as the
rotation of the rotation shaft 50 in the clockwise direction
R1 continues (the first state). The cleaning unit 60 even-
tually reaches a position close to the back wall 40B (the
back end part 50B of the rotation shaft 50). This con-
cludes the first half of the movement of the cleaning unit
60. As already described above, the rotation shaft 50 has
the planar part 55, at which the spiral 52 is not protruded,
at the back end part 50B. Due to this, the engaged state
of the spiral 52 and the engaging part 66 is released when
the cleaning unit 60 reaches the planar part 55 (the sec-
ond state). Accordingly, the rotation shaft 50 idly rotates
even if the rotation shaft 50 is rotated in the clockwise
direction R1 in this second state, because the propulsive
force toward the back direction F1 is not provided to the
cleaning unit 60. At this point, the spring back end part
69B of the spring 69 abuts against the spring receiving
wall 46 and is put in compressed state.
[0049] Following the second state, the second half of
the movement of the cleaning unit 60 is started. Specif-
ically, the rotation shaft 50 is rotated in the counterclock-
wise direction R2 (the second rotation direction), the spi-
ral 52 and the engaging part 66 reengage, and the clean-
ing unit 60 starts to move in the front direction F2. Here,
the biasing force of the spring back end part 69B assists
the reengagement of the spiral 52 and the engaging part
66. That is, when the cleaning unit 60 is in the second
state, biasing force toward the front direction F2 is acting
on the moving frame 600 due to the spring back end part
69B being in compressed state, and the engaging part
66 can be caused to reengage with the spiral 52 when
the rotation shaft 50 is rotated in the counterclockwise
direction R2.
[0050] The cleaning unit 60 continues to move in the
front direction F2 (the second movement direction) as
the rotation of the rotation shaft 50 in the counterclock-
wise direction R2 continues (the third state). The cleaning
unit 60 eventually returns to the position close to the front
wall 40F (the front end part 50F of the rotation shaft 50).

This concludes the second half of the movement (recip-
rocation) of the cleaning unit 60. A configuration can also
be made so that the above-described reciprocation is
repeated multiple times.

[Structure for Preventing Swinging of Cleaning Unit]

[0051] There are cases in which the cleaning unit 60
malfunctions due to the spiral 52 and the engaging part
66 not reengaging properly upon the above-described
transition from the second state to the third state. The
malfunctioning is mainly caused by the engaging part 66
and the spiral 52 stopping in contact state, due to the
engaging part 66 not fitting into the spiral recess groove
51G and the engaging part 66 riding on the spiral 52, for
example. In such a case, the cleaning unit 60 becomes
incapable of moving. The inventors of the present inven-
tion have found out that such failure is caused by the
swinging of the cleaning unit 60 (the cylinder part 61).
This failure is described by referring to a comparative
example.
[0052] FIG. 9A is a partially-broken top view illustrating
an engagement relationship between a cylinder part 610
of the cleaning unit 60 and a rotation shaft 500 according
to the comparative example in the second state, and FIG.
9B is an enlarged view of a main part of FIG. 9A. In these
drawings, only the cylinder part 610 is illustrated as a
cross-section, and an engaging part 660 protruding ra-
dially inward from the inner circumferential surface of the
cylinder part 610 is illustrated by using dotted lines.
[0053] The rotation shaft 500 has the shaft 51 and the
spiral 52 and has a planar part 550, but does not have
the column part 54 at the back end part 50B thereof. That
is, the state of the planar part 550 corresponds to the
planar part 55 of the rotation shaft 50 continuing from the
back end part of the spiral 52 to the stopper ring 532.
That is, the front-back direction length of the planar part
550 is considerably longer than the front-back direction
length of the cylinder part 610.
[0054] Between the inner circumferential surface of the
cylinder part 610 and the circumferential surface of the
planar part 550 (the shaft 51), a gap corresponding to at
least the radial-direction height of the spiral 52 is present.
Due to this, when the cleaning unit 60 is in the second
state, while the front end-side of the cylinder part 610
may be supported by the top surface of the spiral 52,
there is no member supporting the back end-side of the
cylinder part 610. Hence, as indicated by the imaginary
lines in FIG. 9B, the cylinder part 610 is unfortunately in
a state of being capable of swinging by an amount cor-
responding to the gap.
[0055] When the cylinder part 610 becomes unfortu-
nately inclined with respect to the axial direction of the
rotation shaft 50, the possibility of the reengagement of
the engaging part 660 and the spiral 52 resulting in failure
increases. For example, the cleaning unit 60 becomes
incapable of moving because the engaging part 660 rides
on the top surface of the spiral 52 and a state such that
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the engaging part 660 and the spiral 52 bite into one
another occurs. In such a case, not only the malfunction-
ing problem of the cleaning unit 60 but also other failures
would occur. Such other failures include damage to the
engaging part 660 and the spiral 52 due to the engaging
part 660 and the spiral 52 biting into one another as de-
scribed above, and the application of excessive load onto
the drive motor 70.
[0056] The present embodiment is capable of over-
coming the failures of the comparative example. FIG. 10A
is a partially-broken top view illustrating the engagement
relationship between the cylinder part 61 of the cleaning
unit 60 and the rotation shaft 50 according to the present
embodiment in the second state, and FIG. 10B is an en-
larged view of a main part of FIG. 10A. The rotation shaft
50 of the present embodiment has the column part 54 at
the back end part 50B thereof, and the planar part 55 is
present between the back end part of the spiral 52 and
the column part 54. The front-back direction length of the
planar part 55 is slightly shorter than the front-back di-
rection length of the cylinder part 61.
[0057] The cylinder part 61 has, in the direction of the
cylinder axis thereof, a back end part 61B (a first end part
located at a side in the first movement direction) and a
front end part 61F (a second end part located at a side
in the second movement direction). In the second state,
the back end part 61B of the cylinder part 61 fits onto the
vicinity of the front end of the column part 54, and the
front end part 61F of the cylinder part 61 radially faces
the top surface 52S (the outer circumferential surface)
near the back end part of the spiral 52. In short, the back
end part 61B and the front end part 61F are respectively
supported by the column part 54 and the spiral 52.
[0058] The structure necessary for realizing such form
of support is as follows. First, the span of the planar part
55 at least needs to be long enough to release the en-
gagement of the engaging part 66 with respect to the
spiral 52 (if the engagement is not released, the cleaning
unit 60 would keep being pushed toward the back direc-
tion F1). That is, the planar part 55 at least needs to have
a front-back direction length long enough to take a posi-
tion such that the engaging part 66 does not interfere
with the back end edge of the spiral 52, or in other words
a spiral leading end part 521 (spiral starting end part).
The cylinder part 61 has the engaging part 66 at the cyl-
inder axis-direction center thereof, and for stable move-
ment over the spiral 52, there needs to be an appropriate
length both in front of and behind the engaging part 66.
The length from the engaging part 66 to the back end
part 61B and the length from the engaging part 66 to the
front end part 61F are set taking this point in considera-
tion. The column part 54 is disposed to cover, in a state
in which the engagement of the spiral 52 and the engag-
ing part 66 is released (the second state), a position at
which the back end part 61B, which has been set as
described above, radially faces the shaft 51. Hence, it is
possible to have the column part 54 and the back end
part 61B radially overlap, as illustrated in FIG. 10B. Note

that the back end part of the spiral 52 is also formed so
that the front end part 61F and at least a part of the top
surface 52S radially overlap.
[0059] As described up to this point, according to the
present embodiment, the back end part 61B and the front
end part 61F of the cylinder part 61 are supported by the
column part 54 and the back end part of the spiral 52,
which is a portion radially protruding from the circumfer-
ential surface 51S of the shaft 51, respectively. Hence,
even in the second state in which the engaged state of
the spiral 52 and the engaging part 66 is released, a state
in which the cylinder part 61 is greatly inclined with re-
spect to the axial direction of the rotation shaft 50 does
not occur and a coaxial relationship between the rotation
shaft 50 and the cylinder part 61 can be generally main-
tained. Accordingly, upon reengagement at the time of
transition from the second state to the third state, the
occurrence of a state in which the spiral 52 and the en-
gaging part 66 bite into one another as described in the
comparative example, etc., is suppressed and it is pos-
sible to have the spiral 52 and the engaging part 66 mesh
with one another smoothly. That is, it is possible to allow
the engaging part 66 to fit into the spiral recess groove
51G smoothly with assistance of the biasing force of the
spring 69.
[0060] Further, the radial-direction protrusion height of
the spiral 52 from the circumferential surface 51S and
the radial-direction protrusion height of the column part
54 from the circumferential surface 51S are set equal.
Due to this, it is possible to allow the back end part 61B
and the front end part 61F of the cylinder part 61 to be
held at the same height from the rotation shaft 50. Ac-
cordingly, the relationship between the rotation shaft 50
and the cylinder part 61 can be brought even closer to a
coaxial relationship, and it is possible to make the spiral
52 and the engaging part 66 reengage more easily. Note
that the column part 54 may have smaller radial-direction
protrusion height than the spiral 52, as long as the column
part 54 is capable of suppressing swinging of the cylinder
part 61.

[Shape of Engaging Part]

[0061] In the present embodiment, a measure for fa-
cilitating the reengagement of the spiral 52 and the en-
gaging part 66 is also taken with regards to the shape of
the engaging part 66. First, description is provided of a
comparative example. FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram
for describing a contact angle θ1 of the engaging part
660 according to the comparative example previously
illustrated in FIG. 9, with respect to the spiral leading end
part 521.
[0062] The engaging part 660 includes: an engage-
ment leading end part 661A; a left-side wall 662A and a
front-side wall 663A that intersect at the engagement
leading end part 661A; and a back-side wall 664A that
opposes the front-side wall 663A. The engagement lead-
ing end part 661A is located farthest at the front end-side,
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and is the portion that interferes with the spiral leading
end part 521 upon transition from the second state to the
third state (when the rotation shaft 50 starts rotating in
the counterclockwise direction R2). The left-side wall
662A is also a portion that interferes with the spiral lead-
ing end part 521 upon the transition. The front-side wall
663A and the back-side wall 664A are portions that come
into sliding contact with the lateral walls of the spiral 52
when the engaging part 660 enters the engaged state in
which the engaging part 660 fits into a spiral valley part
522 (the spiral recess groove 51G) between the spirals
52. That is, the front-side wall 663A and the back-side
wall 664A are the portions receiving the propulsive force.
Accordingly, the front-back direction length between the
front-side wall 663A and the back-side wall 664A is slight-
ly shorter than the width of the spiral valley part 522, and
the front-side wall 663A and the back-side wall 664A have
an inclination matching the spiral angle of the spiral 52.
[0063] Upon the transition from the second state to the
third state, the engaging part 660 receiving the biasing
force of the spring 69 needs to smoothly pass over the
spiral leading end part 521 and fit into the spiral valley
part 522. The reengagement is realized in such a manner.
However, the left-side wall 662A is a wall generally fol-
lowing a line segment a that is parallel with the axial di-
rection of the rotation shaft 50. Hence, the contact angle
θ1 of the left-side wall 662A with respect to the spiral
leading end part 521 is obtuse. Accordingly, when the
rotation shaft 50 rotates and the spiral leading end part
521 abuts against the left-side wall 662A, the left-side
wall 662A cannot release the abutting force, that is, the
engaging part 660 cannot escape in the front-back direc-
tion, and the possibility of the engaging part 660 stopping
in contact state due to the spiral leading end part 521
being jammed beneath the engaging part 660 increases.
[0064] In contrast, FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram for
describing a contact angle θ2 of the engaging part 66
according to the present embodiment, with respect to the
spiral leading end part 521. Similarly to the comparative
example, the engaging part 66 includes: an engagement
leading end part 661; a left-side wall 662 (a lateral wall)
and a front-side wall 663 that intersect at the engagement
leading end part 661; and a back-side wall 664 that op-
poses the front-side wall 663. The engagement leading
end part 661 is located farthest at the front end-side, and
is a portion that interferes with the spiral leading end part
521 upon transition from the second state to the third
state. The left-side wall 662 is also a portion that inter-
feres with the spiral leading end part 521 upon the tran-
sition, and is a lateral wall that extends backward gener-
ally in the axial direction from the engagement leading
end part 661. The front-side wall 663 and the back-side
wall 664 are portions that come into sliding contact with
the lateral walls of the spiral 52 and receive the propulsive
force when the engaging part 66 enters the engaged state
in which the engaging part 66 fits into the spiral valley
part 522. The front-back direction length between the
front-side wall 663 and the back-side wall 664 is slightly

shorter than the width of the spiral valley part 522, and
the front-side wall 663 and the back-side wall 664 have
an inclination substantially matching a spiral angle b (a
spiral direction) of the spiral 52.
[0065] The difference from the above-described com-
parative example is that the left-side wall 662 has a pre-
determined inclination angle α following (toward) the spi-
ral direction of the spiral 52, with respect to the line seg-
ment a, which is parallel with the axial direction of the
rotation shaft 50. Due to the left-side wall 662 having the
inclination angle α, the contact angle θ2 of the left-side
wall 662 with respect to the spiral leading end part 521
becomes more acute compared to the contact angle in
the above-described comparative example. Hence,
when the rotation shaft 50 rotates and the spiral leading
end part 521 collides with the left-side wall 662, the en-
gaging part 66 can escape more easily in the front-back
direction. That is, the occurrence of the situation in which
the spiral leading end part 521 is jammed beneath the
engaging part 66 is suppressed.
[0066] Rather, the situation changes such that when
the above-described collision occurs, the engaging part
66 fits into the spiral valley part 522 in a manner such
that the engagement leading end part 661 and the left-
side wall 662 are invited in by the spiral leading end part
521. That is, the engaging part 66 is more easily invited
in by the spiral leading end part 521 and the reengage-
ment is established smoothly, due to the contact angle
θ2 becoming acute with the left-side wall 662 having the
inclination angle α, and also due to the rotation shaft 50
and the cylinder part 61 being maintained in coaxial state
by the presence of the column part 54. The inclination
angle α can be set as appropriate, and can be selected
from the range of around ten to forty degrees.

[Preferable Spiral Leading End Part]

[0067] FIG. 13A is a cross-sectional view of the rotation
shaft 50 illustrating a preferable spiral leading end part
521, and FIG. 13B is a cross-sectional view of the rotation
shaft 500 illustrating a common spiral leading end part
521. The spiral leading end part 521 illustrated in FIG.
13A is provided with a leading end surface 521A that
rises in the direction of a normal line n of the circumfer-
ential surface 51S of the shaft 51. That is, the leading
end surface 521A is a surface that rises steeply from the
circumferential surface 51S.
[0068] In contrast, the spiral leading end part 521 illus-
trated in FIG. 13B is a leading end surface 521B that has
an inclination angle β with respect to the normal line n of
the circumferential surface 51S. The leading end surface
521B is a surface that rises gently with respect to the
circumferential surface 51S. Generally, in the case of
structures in which a spiral protrusion is formed on a
shaft, a design such that a steep edge stands at a spiral
leading end part is not made, and rather, a gentle incli-
nation as represented by the leading end surface 521B
is provided.
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[0069] However, in the present embodiment, the spiral
leading end part 521, which has a steep leading end sur-
face only having a slight inclination with respect to the
direction of the normal line n or the normal line n, as
represented by the leading end surface 521A, is prefer-
able. With the steep leading end surface 521A, the pos-
sibility of the left-side wall 662 of the engaging part 66
being pushed back when the left-side wall 662 abuts
against the spiral leading end part 521 increases. That
is, with the gently-rising standing leading end surface
521B, there is a tendency of the engaging part 66 and
the spiral 52 stopping in contact state due to the left-side
wall 662 being guided by the inclination of the leading
end surface 521B and the engaging part 66 thus riding
on top of the spiral 52.
[0070] However, with the steeply-rising leading end
surface 521A, the possibility of the left-side wall 662 being
guided onto the spiral 52 is low and rather, the left-side
wall 662 resists against being guided in such a manner.
Accordingly, even if the engaging part 66 fails to engage
with the spiral 52 when the rotation shaft 50 makes its
first rotation in the counterclockwise direction R2 upon
the transition from the second state to the third state, the
engagement leading end part 661 or the left-side wall
662 merely abuts against and is pushed back by the lead-
ing end surface 521A of the spiral leading end part 521.
Due to this, the engaging part 66 and the spiral 52 can
try engaging with one another once again in the second
rotation in the counterclockwise direction R2.

[Electrical Configuration]

[0071] FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating an elec-
trical configuration of the image forming apparatus 1 ac-
cording to the present embodiment. The image forming
apparatus 1 is provided with a control unit 80 that inte-
grally controls the operations of the respective compo-
nents of the image forming apparatus 1. The control unit
80 includes an image forming control unit 81 and a drive
control unit 82.
[0072] The image forming control unit 81 controls the
image forming operation in the image forming apparatus
1. Specifically, the image forming control unit 81 controls
the operations of the image forming units 2Y to 2Bk, the
optical scanning devices 23Y to 23Bk, and the fixing unit
30 to control the forming of electrostatic latent images on
the photoreceptor drums 21, the developing of the elec-
trostatic latent images with toner, the primary transfer of
toner images onto the primary transfer belt 281, the sec-
ondary transfer of a full color toner image from the trans-
fer belt 281 onto a sheet, the fixing operation, etc.
[0073] The drive control unit 82 controls the operation
of the drive motor 70 in order to have the cleaning unit
60 execute the cleaning operation of the window part 41.
When not operated, the cleaning unit 60 is positioned at
the home position (the position close to the front wall 40F
of the housing 40). The drive control unit 82 has the drive
motor 70 operate at a predetermined cleaning timing,

such as when the image forming apparatus 1 is activated,
after image forming has been performed for a predeter-
mined number of sheets, or after a predetermined drive
time has elapsed.
[0074] For example, the drive control unit 82 has the
drive motor 70 forwardly rotate to cause the rotation shaft
50 to rotate in the clockwise direction R1 and has the
drive motor 70 reversely rotate to cause the rotation shaft
50 to rotate in the counterclockwise direction R2. As the
control logic, a method in which the time required for the
cleaning unit 60 to move between the front wall 40F and
the back wall 40B is grasped in advance and the time
over which the drive motor 70 is to be driven in the forward
and reverse directions is simply set as appropriate can
be mentioned as an example. As a matter of course, a
modification may be made such that the position of the
cleaning unit 60 is sensed by using sensors and the drive
motor 70 is switched between forward and reverse rota-
tion.
[0075] As described up to this point, the present inven-
tion is capable of providing a movable body reciprocating
mechanism using which reciprocation of a moving body
such as the cleaning unit 60 can be executed with cer-
tainty, and a cleaning mechanism C in which this recip-
rocation mechanism is used. Further, by the cleaning
mechanism C being applied to the optical scanning de-
vices 23Y to 23Bk, it is possible to have the automatic
cleaning of the window part 41 executed with certainty,
and thus, optical scanning devices 23Y to 23Bk and an
image forming apparatus 1 with which image degradation
due to pollution of the window part 41 does not occur can
be provided.
[0076] The above-described embodiment is one em-
bodiment of the present invention and the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto. For example, the cleaning
mechanism C is applied to clean the window part 41 of
the optical scanning device 23Y in the above-described
embodiment. The present invention, however, is not lim-
ited to this. For example, when a charging wire-type
charger is being used as the charger 22, the cleaning
mechanism C can be applied for the cleaning of the
charging wire. Further, the cleaning mechanism C is ap-
plicable to various types of devices other than the image
forming apparatus 1. Further, the present invention is
applicable to various types of moving bodies that recip-
rocate, other than the cleaning mechanism C.

Claims

1. A movable body reciprocating mechanism compris-
ing:

a rotation shaft that has: a circumferential sur-
face; and a spiral ridge part protruded on the
circumferential surface and extending spirally in
an axial direction, and that is rotatable in a first
rotation direction and a second rotation direction
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opposite to the first rotation direction;
a drive source that causes the rotation shaft to
rotate; and
a moving body that includes: a cylinder part
through which the rotation shaft is inserted; and
an engaging part protruded on an inner circum-
ferential surface of the cylinder part and engag-
ing with the spiral ridge part, and that recipro-
cates along the axial direction in an engaged
state in which the engaging part is engaged with
the spiral ridge part as the rotation shaft rotates,
wherein
a state of the moving body changes among: a
first state in which the moving body is in the en-
gaged state and moves in a first movement di-
rection as the rotation shaft rotates in the first
rotation direction; a second state in which the
moving body releases the engaged state after
moving in the first movement direction; and a
third state in which, as the rotation shaft rotates
in the second rotation direction, the engaging
part reengages with the spiral ridge part to form
the engaged state and the moving body moves
in a second movement direction opposite to the
first movement direction,
the rotation shaft has, successively disposed
adjacent to an end part of the spiral ridge part
at a side of the spiral ridge part in the first move-
ment direction: a planar part composed of only
the circumferential surface; and a cylindrical
protrusion part that is protruded radially outward
from the circumferential surface, and
the cylinder part of the moving body has: a first
end part that is located at a side of the cylinder
part in the first movement direction and fits onto
the cylindrical protrusion part in the second
state; and a second end part that is located at a
side of the cylinder part in the second movement
direction and radially faces an outer circumfer-
ential surface of the spiral ridge part in the sec-
ond state.

2. The movable body reciprocating mechanism accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein a radial-direction protrusion
height of the spiral ridge part from the circumferential
surface and a radial direction protrusion height of the
cylindrical protrusion part from the circumferential
surface are equal.

3. The movable body reciprocating mechanism accord-
ing to claim 1, further comprising
a biasing member that biases the moving body to-
ward the second movement direction when the mov-
ing body is in the second state, and that places the
moving body in the third state by causing the engag-
ing part to reengage with the spiral ridge part when
the rotation shaft rotates in the second rotation di-
rection,

wherein
the engaging part of the cylinder part includes: an
engagement leading end part at a side of the engag-
ing part in the second movement direction; and a
lateral wall that extends along the axial direction to-
ward the first movement direction from the engage-
ment leading end part,
the reengagement is realized by the engagement
leading end part and the lateral wall being invited in
by a spiral starting end part at a side of the spiral
ridge part in the first movement direction upon tran-
sition from the second state to the third state, and
the lateral wall has, with respect to the axial direction,
a predetermined inclination toward a spiral direction
of the spiral ridge part.

4. The movable body reciprocating mechanism accord-
ing to claim 3, wherein the spiral starting end part
has a starting end surface that rises in a direction of
a normal line of the circumferential surface.

5. A cleaning mechanism comprising:

a cleaning member that cleans an object to be
cleaned; and
the movable body reciprocating mechanism ac-
cording to claim 1,
wherein
the rotation shaft is disposed along the object to
be cleaned, and
the moving body holds the cleaning member.

6. An optical scanning device comprising:

a housing that has a window part;
a scanning optical system that is disposed inside
the housing and irradiates a predetermined
scanning target object with scanning light
through the window part; and
the cleaning mechanism according to claim 5,
wherein the object to be cleaned is the window
part.

7. An image forming apparatus comprising:

an image carrier; and
the optical scanning device according to claim
6, the optical scanning device irradiating the im-
age carrier with the scanning light based on im-
age information.
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