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Description

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] This disclosure relates generally to aircraft gas
turbine engines and, more particularly, to fan blade con-
tainment systems.

BACKGROUND

[0002] For safety and survivability reasons, airplanes
with multiple gas turbine engines are typically required
to have gas turbine engine fan blade containment (GTEF-
BC) systems, which are typically integrated with each
engine. In the event of a fan blade failure, these systems
prevent fan blade fragments from being ejected through
the fan casing of the faulty engine. By doing so, these
systems protect the surrounding engines, critical subsys-
tems, weapons, and airframe structure from damage and
allow the pilot to continue flying and safely land the air-
plane. Airplanes with a single jet engine, on the other
hand, are typically not required to have GTEFBC systems
because they add weight and cost to the aircraft and be-
cause they may reduce the likelihood of survival of the
pilot and the aircraft. In some instances, an ejected fan
blade that is contained within an engine housing may
cause more damage to the surrounding fan blades and
engine machinery than a fan blade that can escape from
the engine. In the event of a fan blade failure in a single
engine airplane, the pilot will either eject immediately or
attempt to continue flying and land, depending on the
severity of the damage to the airplane.
[0003] US 4,452,563 discusses a circumferentially ex-
tending structure for containing particles having an axial
component of velocity and a radial component of velocity.
The structure includes an inner casing and an outer cas-
ing. The outer casing is formed of a plurality of layers of
flexible fabric and includes layers having differing mass-
es per unit length in the fabric. The layers of fabric extend
about the inner casing. A means for applying a load to
the fabric engages the fabric to place the fabric in tension.
One such means is a plurality of bars and turnbuckles.
The structure is aimed to have an application to the field
of axial flow rotary machines and to the containment of
particles resulting from the separation of a rotor blade
from a rotating assembly in such a machine.
[0004] GB2262313 discusses a structure which in-
cludes an annular support member upon which is mount-
ed a glass fibre knitted sleeve. The knitted sleeve is fold-
ed to define a plurality of interconnected secondary
sleeves which are arranged in coaxial superposed rela-
tionship use of the containment structure obviates the
use of thick, and therefore undesirably heavy, turbine
casings.
[0005] US6206155 discusses a dissipating protection
energy system aimed at receiving and safely dissipating
the kinetic energy from high energy fragments. The en-
ergy dissipation system is to dissipate energy transferred

to it by the incremental and progressive rupturing at an
approximately constant force of strategically placed sac-
rificial stitching applied to a number of high strength
straps, such as an aromatic polymide fiber of extremely
high tensile strength. It is desired to provide a lightweight
device for controlling and dissipating the dangerous and
destructive energy stored in high strength fragments re-
leased by catastrophic failures of machinery minimizing
damage to other critical components.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006]

FIG. 1 is an example aircraft engine without an inte-
gral fan blade containment system.
FIG. 2 is a side view of the example aircraft engine
of FIG. 1 implemented with an example fan blade
containment system in accordance with the teach-
ings of the present invention.
FIG. 3 is a front view of the example aircraft engine
and the example fan blade containment system of
FIG. 2.
FIG. 4A is a top view of the example aircraft engine
and fan blade containment system taken along line
4A-4A of FIG. 3.
FIG. 4B is a side view of the example aircraft engine
and fan blade containment system taken along line
4B-4B of FIG. 3.
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the example fan
blade containment system taken along line 5-5 of
FIG. 3.
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the example fan
blade containment system taken along line 6-6 of
FIG. 3.
FIG. 7 is a close-up side view of the fan blade con-
tainment shield of the example fan blade contain-
ment system taken along line 7-7 of FIG. 3.
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the example fan
blade containment system taken along line 8-8 of
FIG. 7.
FIG. 9 illustrates the fan blade containment system
of FIGS. 1-3, 4A, 4B, 5-8 disclosed herein decoupled
from an example aircraft structure.
FIG. 10 illustrates the fan blade containment system
of FIGS. 1-3, 4A, 4B, 5-8 disclosed herein coupled
to an example aircraft structure.

[0007] Certain examples are shown in the above-iden-
tified figures and described in detail below. In describing
these examples, like or identical reference numbers are
used to identify the same or similar elements. The figures
are not necessarily to scale and certain features and cer-
tain views of the figures may be shown exaggerated in
scale or in schematic for clarity and/or conciseness. Ad-
ditionally, several examples have been described
throughout this specification. Any features from any ex-
ample may be included with, a replacement for, or oth-

1 2 



EP 3 382 158 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

erwise combined with other features from other exam-
ples. As used in this patent, stating that any part is in any
way positioned on (e.g., located on, disposed on, formed
on, coupled to, etc.) another part, means that the refer-
enced part is either in contact with the other part, or that
the referenced part is spaced from the other part (e.g.,
with one or more intermediate part(s) located there be-
tween). Stating that any part is in direct contact with an-
other part means that there is no intermediate part be-
tween the two parts.

SUMMARY

[0008] To overcome the above-mentioned problems,
the present invention suggests a fan blade containment
system with the features of claim 1. Further preferred
embodiments are defined by the dependent claims.
[0009] A fan blade containment system includes a
means for capturing and absorbing impact energy of fan
blade fragments during a fan blade failure event of an
aircraft engine. The means for capturing and absorbing
is to be spaced from an outer surface of the aircraft engine
when the means for capturing and absorbing is coupled
to the aircraft structure. The means for capturing and
absorbing having a terminating end that includes means
for coupling the means for capturing and absorbing to
the aircraft structure. The means for coupling includes:
means for fastening the terminating end of the means for
capturing and absorbing to the aircraft structure; and
means for receiving the means for fastening.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] Engine selection is one of the most important
steps in new aircraft design and development. An aircraft
manufacturer can either select an existing production en-
gine that meets all the performance requirements of the
new aircraft design or, if no such production engine ex-
ists, the aircraft manufacturer can work with an engine
company to develop a new engine design that will meet
all the requirements. As used herein, a production engine
may be an engine that has been designed, tested, and
certified and is in current production by an engine man-
ufacturer. Designing, developing, testing, and certifying
a new engine is a very expensive and time consuming
process. Thus, aircraft manufacturers prefer to select a
production engine (e.g., an "off-the-self’ production en-
gine) over investing in a new engine design and devel-
opment effort.
[0011] When developing a new multi-engine airplane,
an aircraft manufacturer usually selects a production en-
gine designed with an integrated fan blade containment
system (e.g., an integrated, continuous hoop GTEFBC
system). Integrated fan blade containment systems are
typically formed as a continuous hoop or cylinder (e.g.,
having a circular cross-section) that wraps around the
entire circumference of an aircraft engine. Such known
fan blade containment systems provide a lightweight

and/or optimal system given that these fan blade con-
tainment systems are designed concurrently with the air-
craft engine.
[0012] However, selecting an aircraft engine with an
integrated, continuous hoop GTEFBC system limits the
number of production engines that are available for se-
lection and these engines may not be optimal for a new
vehicle (e.g. due to limited performance characteristics).
As an alternative strategy, an aircraft manufacturer may
select an engine that was originally designed without an
integrated, continuous hoop GTEFBC system (e.g. an
engine originally designed for a single engine airplane)
and may request that the engine company redesign the
engine to include an integrated, continuous hoop GTEF-
BC system. However, redesigning an engine to include
an integrated blade containment system (e.g., a contin-
uous hoop system) typically requires retesting and recer-
tification of the redesigned engine, which can be exceed-
ingly expensive and may prolong the vehicle develop-
ment schedule. Thus, redesigning an aircraft engine to
include an integrated blade containment system dimin-
ishes the cost and the schedule advantages of selecting
an existing production engine.
[0013] Therefore, in some instances, the best existing
production engine selected for a new multi-engine air-
plane does not have an integrated GTEFBC system (i.e.
the engine was originally designed for a single engine
plane). Rather than redesign the engine with an integrat-
ed GTEFBC system, and then retest, and requalify the
engine, the example methods and apparatus disclosed
herein provide an economical and effective engine fan
blade containment system that may be integrated with
the airframe and completely external to the engine.
[0014] In accordance with the present invention, the
fan blade containment systems disclosed herein are not
integrated with the engine. In some examples, example
fan blade containment systems disclosed herein do not
form a continuous circumferential hoop around the en-
gine. Example fan blade containment systems disclosed
herein include a shield, placed between the engine and
the surrounding airframe, that is to be coupled to the air-
craft structure and that is to at least partially surround a
circumference of the aircraft engine. In this example sys-
tem, an ejected fan blade can escape the engine housing,
thus minimizing damage to the engine machinery, but is
prevented from escaping the engine bay of the airframe,
thus minimizing the risk of damage to adjacent airframe
structure, subsystems, weapons, fuel tanks, etc. To save
weight and cost, the shield may provide fan blade con-
tainment protection only to critical aircraft systems (e.g.,
partially surround a circumference of an aircraft engine
to minimize the weight of example blade containment
systems disclosed herein).
[0015] The fan blade containment systems in accord-
ance with the present invention enable an aircraft man-
ufacturer to select an optimal production engine for a new
multi-engine aircraft regardless of whether the produc-
tion engine includes an integrated fan blade containment
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system. The example fan blade containment systems ac-
cording to the present invention can be implemented with
existing production aircraft engines without requiring re-
testing and/or recertification of an aircraft engine. In this
manner, an aircraft manufacturer avoids costs and/or
schedule impact of redesigning, retesting and/or recerti-
fying an engine that was originally designed without an
integrated fan blade containment system.
[0016] According to the invention, the fan blade con-
tainment systems at least partially surround a circumfer-
ence of an aircraft engine. In some such examples, the
example fan blade containment systems disclosed here-
in include a shield or shield body having a first end an-
chored to a first aircraft structural member (e.g., an air-
craft keel) and a second end opposite the first end an-
chored to a second aircraft structural member. To enable
attachment of the shield body to the aircraft structure,
the example fan blade containment systems according
to the present invention employ connectors positioned
at the respective first and second ends of the shield body.
According to the invention, the connector is a retention
rod configured to engage a lug hook of the aircraft struc-
ture and anchor the shield to the aircraft structure. The
mating connector on the aircraft structure includes a lug
hook that may be integrally formed with a keel of the
aircraft structure. Thus, the shield disclosed herein pro-
vide mechanical joints for the ends of the shield body
and/or the notched, cut-out, or segmented areas of the
shield body. In some examples, a coupling or joint be-
tween an example shield and an aircraft structure dis-
closed herein transfers load from a shield body (e.g., a
high impact energy absorbing material of the body) to an
aircraft structural member (e.g. an aircraft keel, deck or
frame).
[0017] Example shields of example fan blade contain-
ment systems disclosed herein provide adequate clear-
ance to the outer surface of the aircraft engine to provide
space for engine bay ventilation, pathways for subsys-
tems routings, and room to allow for routine engine bay
maintenance (e.g. without engine or shield removal, etc.).
To ensure normal engine operation, the shield should
not insulate or restrict airflow around the engine. As used
herein, the term "normal operation" means that the air-
craft engine operates at temperatures below a threshold
maximum engine operating temperature.
[0018] Example shields of example fan blade contain-
ment systems disclosed herein may be notched, cut-out,
and/or a segmented, as needed, to accommodate struc-
tural obstacles within the engine bay (e.g. engine
mounts). These notches and/or cut-outs, in some in-
stances, may produce discontinuities in the fan blade
containment protection provided by the shield. In some
examples, the aircraft structure or airframe adjacent to
these notched, cut-out, and/or segmented areas (e.g.,
the areas not covered by the shield body) may be rein-
forced with a high strength material with the ability to
absorb large amounts of kinetic energy (e.g., steel) to
accommodate or compensate for the discontinuity in fan

blade containment protection provided by the shield
body. In some such examples, the aircraft structure
and/or airframe adjacent to the notched, cut-out, and/or
segmented areas of the shield body may include an in-
creased dimensional characteristic (e.g., a greater thick-
ness). In some such examples, the aircraft structure
and/or airframe adjacent to the notched, cut-out, and/or
segmented areas of the shield body may include a rein-
forcement plate (e.g., a metal plate composed of stain-
less steel) to increase a structural characteristic of the
aircraft structure and/or airframe. In some examples, the
reinforced areas function similarly to the fan blade con-
tainment shield body by preventing fan blade fragments
from penetrating through the reinforced areas of the air-
craft structure and/or airframe that are exposed adjacent
to the notched, cut-out, or segmented portions of a shield
body. Thus, a notched, cut-out, and/or segmented shield
and an aircraft structure that has been selectively rein-
forced adjacent to the notched, cut-out, and/or segment-
ed areas of the shield can effectively provide continuous
fan blade containment protection.
[0019] In some examples, the notched, cut-out, and/or
segmented areas of the shield may include a shield ter-
mination joint to anchor the notched, cut-out, and/or seg-
mented portions of the shield body to the aircraft structure
(e.g., via a pinned lug and clevis joint). Thus, example
shield terminations disclosed herein provide mechanical
joints for terminating ends of the shield body and/or the
notched, cut-out, or segmented areas of the shield body.
The example shield terminations disclosed herein may
include an integral laminated clevis, a retention pin, and
a mating lug hook on the aircraft side. In some examples,
example shield termination joints disclosed herein trans-
fer load from the shield body (e.g., a high impact energy
absorbing material of the body) to an aircraft structural
member (e.g. an aircraft keel, deck or frame).
[0020] Example fan blade containment systems dis-
closed herein may include either a single shield segment
or multiple shield segments, depending on the applica-
tion. Each shield segment may be a unitary body includ-
ing a first end and a second end opposite the first end.
The first end of the example fan blade containment sys-
tem shield segment may couple to a first aircraft structural
member (e.g., a first engine bay keel) and the second
end may couple to a second aircraft structural member
(e.g., a second engine bay keel). Each shield segment
of the example fan blade containment systems disclosed
herein may include a kinetic energy absorbing material
(e.g., dry Kevlar fibers, dry Kevlar fabric, or any other
lightweight, high toughness fiber) that is to prevent high
speed fan blade fragments from escaping an engine bay
during a fan blade failure event. A first connector (e.g.,
a shield termination connector) of the fan blade contain-
ment system according to the present invention includes
a first laminated clevis and a first retention rod. The first
connector couples the first end of the shield to a first
mating coupler, i.e. a lug hook, on the aircraft structure.
A second connector (e.g., a second shield termination
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connector) of the example fan blade containment sys-
tems disclosed herein may include a second laminated
clevis and a second retention pin. The second connector
couples the second end of the shield to a second mating
coupler (e.g., a second lug hook) of the aircraft structure.
[0021] FIG. 1 shows a trimetric view of an example
aircraft engine 100. The aircraft engine 100 of the illus-
trated example is an example production gas turbine en-
gine that was originally designed without an integrated
fan blade containment system. The aircraft engine 100
of the illustrated example includes a housing 102 that
houses an intake fan 104 having fan blades 114 that draw
air into the aircraft engine 100.
[0022] FIG. 2 is a side view of the aircraft engine 100
of FIG. 1 implemented with an example fan blade con-
tainment system 200 constructed in accordance with the
teachings of the present invention. The fan blade con-
tainment system 200 of the illustrated example is capable
of capturing fragments of the fan blades 114 of the intake
fan 104 as a result of fan blade failure.
[0023] FIG. 3 is a front view of the aircraft engine 100
and the fan blade containment system 200 of FIG. 2. The
aircraft engine 100 and the fan blade containment system
200 of the illustrated example are mounted to an aircraft
structure 302 of an aircraft 302a. For example, the aircraft
engine 100 and the fan blade containment system 200
of the illustrated example are positioned within an engine
bay 304 of the aircraft 302a. The engine bay 304 of the
illustrated example is formed by engine bay keels 300
and an upper engine bay deck 300a. The aircraft engine
100 of the illustrated example is coupled to an engine
mount hanger link fitting 306 via an engine hanger link
308. In some examples, the engine mount hanger link
fitting 306 may be manufactured to be integral with or
mechanically attached (e.g., fastened) to the upper en-
gine bay deck 300a. In addition, the aircraft engine 100
of the illustrated example is coupled with an engine mount
side link fitting 310 via a side link 312. In some examples,
the engine mount side link fitting 310 may be manufac-
tured to be integral with or mechanically attached (e.g.,
fastened) to the engine bay keel 300. The engine hanger
link 308 and the side link 312 of the illustrated example
are attached to the housing 102 of the aircraft engine
100. Some example aircraft and/or aircraft engine bays
may include additional mounting structure(s) and/or
mount(s) (e.g., thrust mounts, aft side links, etc.).
[0024] The fan blade containment system 200 of the
illustrated example is positioned externally relative to the
housing 102 of the aircraft engine 100. For example, the
fan blade containment system 200 is not directly attached
to the housing 102 of the aircraft engine 100 and/or is
not positioned inside the housing 102 of the aircraft en-
gine 100. Thus, the fan blade containment system 200
of the illustrated example is not integral with the aircraft
engine 100. Although the fan blade containment system
200 of the illustrated example is not integral with the air-
craft engine 100, the fan blade containment system 200
of the illustrated example captures fan blade fragments

during blade failure, absorbs impact energy from the fan
blade fragments, and transfers the energy to the aircraft
structure 302.
[0025] The fan blade containment system 200 of the
illustrated example is coupled (e.g., directly coupled or
anchored) to the aircraft structure 302 of the aircraft 302a.
When coupled to the aircraft structure 302, the fan blade
containment system 200 of the illustrated example is off-
set or positioned a distance 314 away from the housing
102 of the aircraft engine 100 to provide spacing 316
(e.g., a gap) between (e.g., an inner surface of) the fan
blade containment system 200 and (e.g., an outer sur-
face of) the aircraft engine 100. In this manner, the fan
blade containment system 200 does not affect the ther-
mal profile and normal operation of the aircraft engine
100. Thus, an aircraft engine such as the aircraft engine
100 of FIG. 1 that is retrofit with the fan blade containment
system 200 of the illustrated example does not require
re-testing and/or re-certification because the fan blade
containment system 200 does not affect the normal op-
eration of the aircraft engine 100.
[0026] Additionally, because the fan blade contain-
ment system 200 of the illustrated example is coupled
externally relative to the aircraft engine 100, the spacing
316 between the fan blade containment system 200 of
the illustrated example and the aircraft engine 100 ena-
bles access to the aircraft engine 100 (e.g., engine sys-
tem routings) and/or the engine bay 304 without having
to remove the fan blade containment system 200 (e.g.,
during routine maintenance of the aircraft engine 100).
For example, the fan blade containment system 200 of
the illustrated example may be shaped or positioned to
provide convenient access to components of the aircraft
engine 100 and/or the engine bay 304 of the aircraft 302a.
[0027] In some examples, the fan blade containment
system 200 of the illustrated example may be replaced
with a different fan blade containment system composed
of different material(s) (e.g., a lower weight and/or higher
strength material(s)). As described in greater detail be-
low, the fan blade containment system 200 of the illus-
trated example may be formed with varying dimensions
and/or volumes, varying material(s) composition, and/or
shape to improve performance (e.g., energy absorption)
characteristic(s).
[0028] The fan blade containment system 200 of the
illustrated example at least partially surrounds a circum-
ference of the aircraft engine 100 (e.g., the fan blades
114 of the intake fan 104). In the illustrated example, the
fan blade containment system 200 of the illustrated ex-
ample surrounds a portion of a circumference of the air-
craft engine 100 while leaving another portion of the cir-
cumference of the aircraft engine 100 uncovered (e.g.,
exposed). For example, as shown in FIG. 3, the fan blade
containment system 200 is positioned around partial ar-
eas of the aircraft engine 100 (e.g., lateral sides and a
top side of the aircraft engine 100) and other non-critical
areas are uncovered (e.g., a bottom side of the aircraft
engine 100). A bottom side of the aircraft engine 100, for
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example, may be a non-critical area because blade frag-
ments that may pierce the engine bay 304 eject in a down-
ward direction during flight and away from other compo-
nents (e.g., critical components such as weapons, fuel,
etc.) of the aircraft 302a. Additionally, providing the fan
blade containment system 200 around only a portion
(e.g., the critical areas with high probability trajectories)
of the aircraft engine 100 reduces weight of the fan blade
containment system 200, thereby improving aircraft per-
formance (e.g., fuel efficiency). However, in some exam-
ples, the fan blade containment system 200 (e.g., the
shield) may be positioned to surround (e.g., encase) the
entire circumference of the aircraft engine 100. To enable
the fan blade containment system 200 to surround an
entire circumference of the aircraft engine 100, the fan
blade containment system 200 may include a portion
(e.g., a segment) extending underneath the aircraft en-
gine 100 and coupled to another airframe structure (e.g.
an engine bay lower cover panel) positioned underneath
the aircraft engine 100. To facilitate engine bay access,
the lower segment of the shield can be integrated with
the lower engine bay cover and can be designed to be
removed/installed with the cover during engine bay main-
tenance activities.
[0029] To capture and/or absorb impact energy of fan
blade fragments, the fan blade containment system 200
of the illustrated example includes a shield 318. The
shield 318 of the illustrated example is positioned around
at least a portion of the aircraft engine 100. The shield
318 of the illustrated example includes a first face or im-
pact face 320 oriented or facing toward the housing 102
of the aircraft engine 100 and a second face or outer face
322 oriented or facing away from the housing 102 of the
aircraft engine 100.
[0030] To couple (e.g., anchor or fix) the shield 318 to
the aircraft structure 302, the shield 318 of the illustrated
example includes a shield termination connector 324 at
each end 326 of the shield 318. In the illustrated example,
each end 326 of the shield 318 is defined as a portion of
the shield 318 that is to couple to the aircraft structure
302. Specifically, the shield termination connector 324
and the aircraft structure 302 of the illustrated example
form one or more joints 328 (e.g. high strength joints)
when the shield 318 is coupled to the aircraft structure
302. The joints 328 provide a load path to transfer the
fan blade impact energy from the shield 318 to the aircraft
structure 302. During an impact event, the shield 318 of
the illustrated example may flex or stretch when fan blade
fragments impact the shield 318. The joints 328 of the
illustrated example retain or capture the ends 326 of the
shield 318 and prevent the ends 326 from decoupling
from the aircraft structure 302 during an impact event
(e.g., when the shield 318 deflects relative to the ends
326).
[0031] To minimize these deflections and to enable the
shield 318 to maintain its shape when the aircraft 302a
performs flight maneuvers, the shield 318 of the illustrat-
ed example includes one or more stiffeners 330. The

stiffeners 330 of the illustrated example are attached to
the impact face 320 of the shield 318. In the illustrated
example, respective ends of the stiffeners 330 terminate
prior to reaching the ends 326 of the shield 318. The
stiffeners 330 of the illustrated example may be ma-
chined, formed (e.g., pre-formed) and/or otherwise have
a profile (e.g., a contoured profile) substantially similar
(e.g., identical) to the shape of the shield 318 portion or
segment to which the stiffeners 330 are attached. For
example, the stiffeners 330 of the illustrated example
have a curved or arcuate shape or profile similar to the
arcuate shape or profile of the shield 318. The stiffeners
330 may be formed of aluminum, carbon//epoxy com-
posite and/or any other suitable material(s).
[0032] FIG. 4A is a top view of the fan blade contain-
ment system 200 of FIGS. 2 and 3. FIG. 4B is a side view
of the fan blade containment system 200 of FIGS. 2, 3
and 4A. The aircraft engine 100 is omitted from FIGS.
4A and 4B for clarity. Referring to FIGS. 4A and 4B, the
shield 318 of the illustrated example includes a first end
402 and a second end 404 opposite the first end 402.
The first end 402 of the illustrated example is coupled to
a first engine bay keel 406 (e.g., a frame or deck) of the
aircraft structure 302 and the second end 404 is coupled
to a second engine bay keel 408 (e.g., a frame or deck)
of the aircraft structure 302. To enable the shield 318 to
fit around structural elements or structural obstacles of
the aircraft structure 302, the shield 318 of the illustrated
example includes one or more cut-out or notched open-
ings 410. For example, the shield 318 of the illustrated
example includes a first notched opening 410a (FIG. 4A)
adjacent to the engine mount hanger link fitting 306 and
a second notched opening 410 (FIG. 4B) adjacent to the
engine mount side link fitting 310 to enable the shield
318 to fit around the engine hanger link 308 and the side
link 312. The first end 402, the second end 404, and/or
the openings 410 may form the terminating ends 326 of
the shield 318.
[0033] In some examples, the aircraft structure 302
may be reinforced (e.g., hardened) to provide fan blade
containment in areas of the aircraft structure 302 that are
exposed by the one or more notched openings 410 of
the shield 318 (i.e., not covered by the shield 318). The
reinforced and/or hardened aircraft structure 302 ex-
posed adjacent the one or more notched openings 410
compensates for the discontinuity in the shield 318 of the
fan blade containment system 200 and prevents a fan
blade fragment from piercing through the aircraft struc-
ture 302 exposed by the one or more notched openings
410. To reinforce the aircraft structure 302 (e.g., exposed
by the notched openings 410), the aircraft structure 302
may be reinforced with (e.g., composed of) high strength
material(s) (e.g. titanium, stainless steel, Inconel, etc.)
and/or provided with a thickness increase (e.g., an in-
creased thickness compared to portions of the aircraft
structure 302 that are covered by the shield 318). For
example, portions of the aircraft structure 302 adjacent
to the one or more notched openings 410 (e.g., exposed
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portions of the aircraft structure 302) may include one or
more plates (e.g., stacked plates) composed of high
strength material(s) that may be attached or coupled to
the aircraft structure 302 adjacent to the one or more
opening 410 to reinforce the aircraft structure 302. For
example, (e.g., at least a portion of) the upper engine
bay deck 300a and/or the engine mount hanger link fitting
306 may be reinforced with (e.g., composed of) high
strength material(s) (e.g. titanium, stainless steel, In-
conel, etc.) and/or provided with a thickness (e.g., an
increased thickness) to reinforce the aircraft structure
302 adjacent to (e.g., exposed by) the first notched open-
ing 410a. For example, one or more plates (e.g., stacked
plates) composed of high strength material(s) may be
attached or coupled to the upper engine bay deck 300a
and/or the engine mount hanger link fitting 306 exposed
adjacent to the first notched opening 410a to increase a
thickness of the aircraft structure 302 adjacent to (e.g.,
exposed by) the first notched opening 410a. Likewise,
(e.g., at least a portion of) the engine bay keel 300 and/or
the engine mount side link fitting 310 positioned (e.g.,
exposed) adjacent to the second notched opening 410b
may also be composed of high strength material(s) (e.g.
titanium, stainless steel, Inconel, etc.) and/or provided
with an increased thickness to reinforce the aircraft struc-
ture 302 exposed by the second notched opening 410b.
In some examples, one or more plates may be coupled
or attached to the engine bay keel 300 and/or the engine
mount side link fitting 310 exposed adjacent to the second
notched opening 410b to increase the thickness of the
aircraft structure 302 exposed by the second notched
opening 410b.
[0034] The first end 402 of the shield 318 of the illus-
trated example has a first plurality 412 of the shield ter-
mination connectors 324 and the second end 404 oppo-
site the first end 402 has a second plurality 414 of the
shield termination connectors 324. The first plurality 412
of the shield termination connectors 324 couple (e.g.,
anchor) the shield 318 to the first engine bay keel 406
and the second plurality 414 of the shield termination
connectors 324 couple (e.g., anchor) the second end 404
of the shield 318 to the second engine bay keel 408. The
shield 318 includes a third plurality 416 of the shield ter-
mination connectors 324 to couple (e.g., anchor) the
shield 318 to the engine mount hanger link fitting 306 and
a fourth plurality 418 of the shield termination connectors
324 to couple (e.g., anchor) the shield 318 to the engine
mount side link fitting 310. In some examples, a front
edge 420a and/or a rear edge 420b of the shield 318 may
also include the shield termination connectors 324 to cou-
ple (e.g., anchor) the front edge 420a and/or the rear
edge 420b to the aircraft structure 302. Additionally, the
shield 318 of the illustrated example includes one or more
body couplers 422 that couple the shield 318 to the air-
craft structure 302. The body couplers 422 help support
the weight of the shield 318 and transfer inertial loads of
the shield 318 to the aircraft structure 302. However, in
some examples, the body couplers 422 may not be used.

[0035] The shield 318 of the illustrated example has a
unitary body between the first end 402 and the second
end 404. However, in some examples, the shield 318
may include a plurality of shields or shield segments. For
example, the engine mount hanger link fitting 306 and/or
the engine mount side link fitting 310 may extend be-
tween the front edge 420a and the rear edge 420b (e.g.,
an entire width of the shield 318 between the front edge
420a and the rear edge 420b). In some such examples,
the shield 318 of the illustrated example may include a
first shield segment having first and second ends (e.g.,
terminating ends) coupled to the first engine bay keel 406
and the engine mount hanger link fitting 306 extending
between the front edge 420a and the rear edge 420b. In
some such examples, the shield 318 may include a sec-
ond shield segment having first and second ends (e.g.,
terminating ends) coupled to the engine mount hanger
link fitting 306 and the engine mount side link fitting 310
extending between the front edge 420a and the rear edge
420b. In some such examples, the shield 318 may include
a third shield segment having first and second ends (e.g.,
terminating ends) coupled to the engine mount side link
fitting 310 extending between the front edge 420a and
the rear edge 420b and the second engine bay keel 408.
Each of the respective first and second ends of the shield
segments may include the shield termination connectors
324 to couple the respective first and second ends to the
aircraft structure 302. As described below in connection
with FIG. 5, the shield 318 of the illustrated example may
include a plurality of closed or fibrous loops 424 (e.g.,
loops 424a-e) and small access cut-outs 428 (e.g.,
"mouse-hole" shaped cut-outs, slits, openings, etc.).
[0036] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the fan blade
containment system 200 taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 3.
In the illustrated example, the shield 318 is a multi-layer
shield. The shield 318 of the illustrated example includes
a first layer 502 (e.g., an inner layer), a second layer 504
(e.g. middle layer), and a third layer 506 (e.g., an outer
layer). The first layer 502 of the illustrated example de-
fines the impact face 320 of the shield 318 and the third
layer 506 of the illustrated example defines the outer face
322 of the shield 318. To surround the aircraft engine
100, the first layer 502, the second layer 504 and/or the
third layer 506 may be shaped with an arcuate profile
such as, for example, a profile of the shield 318 (e.g., the
impact face 320 and the outer face 322) shown in FIG. 3.
[0037] The first layer 502 of the shield 318 of the illus-
trated example provides a first resistance to the fan blade
fragments during a fan blade failure. For example, the
first layer 502 of the illustrated example blunts edges of
the fan blade fragments prior to fan blade fragments im-
pacting the second layer 504. The first layer 502 of the
illustrated example is a sheet or plate composed of a high
strength material such as, for example, steel (e.g., stain-
less steel, Inconel, etc.), titanium and/or any other suit-
able material(s).
[0038] In the illustrated example, the second layer 504
is an impact absorbing layer that captures or absorbs
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impact energy (e.g., kinetic energy) from fan blade frag-
ments to prevent or restrict penetration of the fan blade
fragments to the third layer 506. The second layer 504
may restrict penetration of the fan blade fragments by
significantly reducing a velocity and/or force of the fan
blade fragments prior to the fan blade fragments reaching
the third layer 506. In some examples, the second layer
504 may prevent penetration of the fan blade fragments
from reaching the third layer 506. In some examples, if
a fan blade fragment penetrates the second layer 504
and reaches the third layer 506, the energy of the fan
blade fragment is reduced significantly such that the fan
blade fragment cannot exit the third layer 506 and/or can-
not damage surrounding components of the aircraft 302a
should the fan blade fragment exit the third layer 506.
[0039] The second layer 504 of the illustrated example
may be composed of a light weight, high impact energy
absorbing material such as, for example, Kevlar (e.g.,
Kevlar fabric, dry Kevlar fibers, etc.). For example, the
second layer 504 of the illustrated example includes mul-
tiple plies of dry Kevlar fabric, cloth, or a braided Kevlar
fiber weave. In some examples, the second layer 504
may be dry Kevlar fibers that may be woven or braided
to form the second layer 504 of the shield 318. The Kevlar
fabric/weave may include interconnected fibers that form
a lattice pattern. For example, a first set of fibers may be
positioned substantially perpendicular (e.g., non-paral-
lel) relative to a second set of fibers. In some examples,
to increase the strength of the second layer 504, a thick-
ness of the second layer 504 may be increased. For ex-
ample, a thicker Kevlar fiber weave or a plurality of Kevlar
cloth plies may be stacked to define the second layer 504.
[0040] The third layer 506 of the illustrated example
provides backing/support to the second layer 504. The
third layer 506 of the illustrated example is a plate or
sheet composed of a lighter weight material compared
to the first layer 502. For example, the third layer 506 of
the illustrated example is composed of aluminum. In
some examples, the third layer 506 may be composed
of composite material(s) such as, for example, a Kev-
lar/epoxy laminate, a carbon/epoxy laminate, etc. Given
that the first layer 502 provides impact resistance and
the second layer 504 absorbs a substantial portion of the
impact energy, the third layer 506 may be composed of
a lighter material to reduce weight of the fan blade con-
tainment system 200. However, in some examples, the
third layer 506 may be composed of high strength mate-
rial (e.g., stainless steel) similar to the first layer 502 to
provide an additional barrier to fan blade fragments that
may pass through the second layer 504. Thus, in some
examples, the third layer 506 may be composed of the
same material as the first layer 502. In some examples,
the third layer 506 is composed of a material (e.g., alu-
minum, titanium, etc.) that is different than the material
of the first layer 502 (e.g. steel). In some examples, to
increase the strength of the third layer 506, a thickness
of the third layer 506 may be increased. For example, a
thicker aluminum sheet or a plurality of aluminum sheets

may be stacked to define the third layer 506.
[0041] Referring also to FIG. 4A & 4B, the second layer
504 of the shield 318 may include or form the plurality of
fibrous loops 424. The fibrous loops 424 of the illustrated
example are fabricated by wrapping dry Kevlar fabric or
braiding/weaving dry Kevlar fibers into a continuous cyl-
inder, hoop, or any other closed loop shape that has a
thickness equal to half the desired thickness of the sec-
ond layer 504. In particular, the fibrous loops 424 of the
illustrated example form a continuous Kevlar cylinder,
hoop, or closed loop shape that are then flattened or col-
lapsed and contoured into the shape of the shield 318,
such that opposite walls of the Kevlar cylinder, hoop, or
closed loop shape come in contact and can be stitched
together in the thickness direction to form the respective
one of the fibrous loops 424a-e. Each fibrous loop 424
of the illustrated example is stitched such that a cylindrical
opening or sleeve (e.g., a laminated clevis 606 of FIG.
6) at each end 326 is formed to receive or accommodate
the insertion of a high strength (e.g. steel) retention rod
(e.g., the retention rod 608 of FIG. 6), used for anchoring
the energy absorbing second layer 504 to the aircraft
structure 302. For optimal shield strength, the direction
of the continuous Kevlar fibers is oriented in the circum-
ferential direction of the shield (i.e. the retention rods run
parallel to the fore-aft axis of the engine). To reinforce
the ends 326 of the fibrous loops 424, the dry fiber can
be impregnated with an epoxy resin (or any other suitable
polymeric resin) to form a Kevlar/epoxy laminated clevis
(e.g., the laminated clevis 606 of FIG. 6). To access the
retention rod, the small access cut-outs 428 (e.g., "mouse
hole" shaped cut-outs) can be machined into the lami-
nated clevis ends of the fibrous loops 424. Each shield
termination connector 324 includes the laminated clevis
(e.g., the laminated clevis 606 of FIG. 6) of a respective
one of the fibrous loops 424 and a retention rod (e.g., the
retention rod 608 of FIG. 6) that is accessed through the
small access cut-outs 428 (e.g., the mouse hole cut-out).
The shield termination connector 324, the laminated cle-
vis, and the retention rod are discussed in greater detail
in connection with FIG. 6.
[0042] Multiple fibrous loops (e.g. dry Kevlar fabric
loops, braided dry Kevlar fiber loops, etc.) enable the
shield 318 to be notched to fit around structural elements
or structural obstacles of the aircraft structure 302 while
maintaining structural integrity in the circumferential di-
rection (i.e. hoop strength). For example, the shield 318
of the illustrated example includes a first fibrous loop
424a (FIG. 4A), a second fibrous loop 424b, a third fibrous
loop 424c, a fourth fibrous loop 424d, and a fifth fibrous
loop 424e. For example, the first fibrous loop 424a is
coupled to a first engine bay keel 406 (e.g., a frame or
deck) of the aircraft structure 302 and the engine mount
hanger link fitting 306, the second fibrous loop 424b is
coupled to the engine mount hanger link fitting 306 and
the engine mount side link fitting 310, the third fibrous
loop 424c (FIG. 4B) is coupled to the engine mount side
link fitting 310 and a second engine bay keel 404b (e.g.,
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a frame or deck), the fourth fibrous loop 424d is coupled
to the engine mount hanger link fitting 306 and the second
engine bay keel 408, and the fifth fibrous loop 424e is
coupled to the first engine bay keel 406 and the second
engine bay keel 408. To form a continuous second layer
504, each fibrous loop 424 is stitched to a neighboring/ad-
jacent fibrous loop 424. In some examples, the shield
318 of the illustrated does not require any large cut-outs
or notches and the second layer 504 may be formed as
a unitary body.
[0043] Each fibrous loop 424a-e of the illustrated ex-
ample includes a first end 326a (e.g., a respective one
of the ends 326) having a shield termination connector
324a and a second end 326b (e.g., a respective one of
the ends 326) having a second shield termination con-
nector 324b. Each of the fibrous loops 424 may have
different dimensional characteristic(s) (e.g., fore-aft
lengths and circumferential widths) to fit around elements
of the aircraft structure 302. For example, the first fibrous
loop 424a of the illustrated example of FIG. 4A includes
a forward-aft length that is substantially similar to the fore-
aft length of the engine mount hanger link fitting 306. The
second fibrous loop 424b and the third fibrous loop 424c
of the illustrated example of FIG. 4A and 4B each have
a forward-aft length that is substantially similar to the fore-
aft length of the engine mount side link fitting 310. The
fourth fibrous loop 424d of the illustrated example of FIG.
4A and 4B has a forward-aft length that is substantially
similar to the difference between the fore-aft length of
the engine mount hanger link fitting 306 and the fore-aft
length of the engine mount side link fitting 310. The fifth
fibrous loop 424e of the illustrated example of FIG. 4A
and 4B includes a forward-aft length that is substantially
similar to the fore-aft length between the rear edge 420b
and the aft end of the engine mount hanger link fitting
306. Additionally, the fibrous loops 424 may have differ-
ent circumferential widths to accommodate different
structural elements of the aircraft structure 302. The fi-
brous loops 424a-d have circumferential widths that are
smaller than the circumferential width of the fifth shield
portion 424e.
[0044] As noted above, only a notched shield requires
that the second layer be divided into fibrous loops. To
form the notched shield 318 as a unitary body, the first
layer 502 of the shield 318 may be formed as a notched,
unitary body and the third layer 506 of the shield 318 may
be formed as a separate notched, unitary body. To form
the second layer 504 as a unitary body, the fibrous loops
424a-e of the illustrated example are coupled or spliced
together attached via stitches 523 and/or any other meth-
od of splicing dry Kevlar fabric or dry Kevlar fibers. For
example, the fibrous loops 424a-e (e.g., formed from a
dry Kevlar fabric or dry Kevlar fibers) may be spliced or
stitched together to form a unitary second layer 504 of
the notched shield 318. During a fan blade impact event,
a majority of the membrane loads induced in the second
layer 504 of the shield 318 are transmitted in the circum-
ferential direction, from the impact site to the nearest

shield termination connector 324. The membrane loads
in the fore-aft direction are much less, therefore, splicing
the second layer 504 in the fore-aft direction should pro-
duce a structurally acceptable solution.
[0045] A forward edge 510 and/or an aft edge 512 of
the shield 318 of the illustrated example include close-
out stiffeners 514 (e.g., Z-shaped stiffeners, etc.) to main-
tain a shape of the shield 318 and/or to cover or seal
(e.g., protect) the second (e.g. dry Kevlar fiber) layer 504
from the engine bay 304 environment (e.g., elevated tem-
peratures, moisture, engine oil, JP-8 fuel, etc.). The Z-
shaped stiffeners 514 may be attached to the first layer
502 and/or the third layer 506 via mechanical fasteners
(e.g., rivets), adhesive (e.g., epoxy, rubber sealant, etc.),
spot welds, and/or any other fastening method(s). For
example, a first flange 516 of the Z-shaped stiffeners 514
may be attached to an inner surface 518 of the impact
face 320 and/or the first layer 502 and a second flange
520 of the Z-shaped stiffeners 514 may be attached to
the outer face 322 of the third layer 506. For example,
the Z-shaped stiffeners 514 may be attached to the first
layer 502 and/or the third layer 506 (e.g., to the inner
surface 518 of the impact face 320 and the outer face
322) via protruding head blind rivets, adhesive and/or
any other fastening method(s). The Z-shaped stiffeners
514 of the illustrated example extend an entire length of
the forward edge 510 and an entire length of the aft edge
512, respectively. However, in some examples, the Z-
shaped stiffeners 514 may extend along only a portion
of the length of the forward edge 510 and/or the aft edge
512.
[0046] As noted above, the shield 318 of the illustrated
example also includes multiple circumferential panel stiff-
eners 330 (e.g., T-shaped stiffeners). The T-shaped stiff-
eners 330 of the illustrated example include a face 522
(e.g., a flange) to couple the T-shaped stiffeners 330 to
the first layer 502. For example, the T-shaped stiffeners
330 of the illustrated example may be attached to the
impact face 320 of the first layer 502 via mechanical fas-
teners (e.g., protruding head blind rivets, screws, etc.),
adhesive (e.g., epoxy, rubber sealant, etc.), spot welds,
and/or any other fastening method(s).
[0047] To couple the first layer 502 and the second
layer 504 and/or the third layer 506 and the second layer
504, the fan blade containment system 200 of the illus-
trated example employs an adhesive 524 (e.g., an ad-
hesive bondline). The adhesive 524 may be a rubber
adhesive, a rubber sealant (e.g. polysulfide), and/or any
other suitable bonding agent. For example, the shield
318 of the illustrated example includes a first adhesive
layer 526 between the first layer 502 and the second
layer 504, and a second adhesive layer 528 between the
second layer 504 and the third layer 506. Because the
second layer includes multiple dry Kevlar fabric and/or
braided Kevlar fiber plies, the plies of the illustrated ex-
ample are stitched together to enable the second layer
to behave as one cohesive entity. The first adhesive layer
526 couples (e.g., bonds) the first layer 502 and the sec-
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ond layer 504, and the second adhesive layer 528 cou-
ples (e.g., bonds) the third layer 506 and the second layer
504. For example, the adhesive 524 may be employed
to enable the second layer 504, composed of dry Kevlar
fibers, to bond or attach to the first layer 502, composed
of stainless steel, and/or the third layer 506, composed
of aluminum and/or stainless steel.
[0048] In some examples, to add rigidity to the shield
and to ensure that the first layer 502 engages (e.g. di-
rectly contacts or tightly presses up against) the second
layer 504 and that the second layer engages (e.g., di-
rectly contacts or tightly press up against) the third layer
506, the shield 318 of the illustrated example includes
one or more intermediate fasteners 530 (e.g., blind rivets,
bolts and nuts). The intermediate fasteners 530 may pass
through at least portions of the first layer 502, the second
layer 504 and/or the third layer 506. In some examples,
the shield 318 may not include the Z-shaped stiffeners
514, the T-shaped stiffeners 330, the first adhesive layer
526, the second adhesive layer 528, the stitches 523
and/or the intermediate fasteners 530.
[0049] FIGS. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the fan blade
containment system 200 taken along line 6-6 of FIG. 3.
In the illustrated example, to couple the shield 318 to the
aircraft structure 302, the aircraft structure 302 of the
illustrated example employs one or more lug hooks 602.
For example, the lug hooks 602 of the illustrated example
are integrally formed with the aircraft structure 302. For
example, FIG. 6 illustrates the lug hooks 602 formed with
the first engine bay keel 406. The lug hooks 602 of the
second engine bay keel 408, the engine mount hanger
link fitting 306 and/or the engine mount side link fitting
310 are similar to the lug hooks 602 of the first engine
bay keel 406 shown in FIG. 6. The lug hooks 602 protrude
from a surface or face 604 of the aircraft structure 302
(e.g., the first engine keel 404a as shown in FIG. 6).
[0050] The lug hooks 602 of the illustrated example
are configured to receive the shield termination connec-
tors 324, which includes a laminated clevis 606 (e.g., a
sleeve) and a retention rod 608 (e.g., positioned in or
received by the laminated clevis 606) at the ends 326 of
the shield 318 to provide the joints 328 (e.g., a lug hook
and laminated clevis pinned joint). The joints 328 of the
illustrated example provide a load path from the shield
318 to the aircraft structure 302. The lug hooks 602 of
the illustrated example are formed with the aircraft struc-
ture 302 and are coupled with the retention rod 608 of
the shield termination connector 324. In operation, during
a fan blade impact event, for example, membrane loads
transfer loads from the second layer 504 of the shield
318 to the laminated clevises 606 and retention rods 608
of the shield termination connectors 324 and then to the
mating lug hooks 602 of the aircraft structure 302. During
a fan blade impact event, at least a portion of the shield
318 of the illustrated example may deflect or bend (e.g.,
expands) when the shield 318 absorbs impact energy
from the fan blade fragments while the shield termination
connectors 324 and the joints 328 (e.g., a lug hook and

laminated clevis pinned joint, including the lug hook 602,
the laminated clevis 606, and the retention rod 608) main-
tain the shield 318 anchored to the aircraft structure 302.
The shield 318 of the illustrated example prevents or re-
stricts the fan blade fragments from exiting the engine
bay 304. The joints 328 provide a load path to enable the
transfer of forces absorbed by the shield 318 to the air-
craft structure 302. Thus, relatively high, transient mem-
brane loads generated in the shield 318 by the fan blade
fragments may be effectively transferred to the joints 328
and reacted by the aircraft structure 302. Further, during
an impact event, the joints 328 provide sufficient holding
force to prevent the ends 326 of the shield 318 from de-
coupling from the aircraft structure 302.
[0051] FIG. 7 is a close-up side view of a portion 700
of the shield 318 of FIGS. 2, 3, 4A and 4B taken along
line 7-7 of FIG. 3. The portion 700 of the illustrated ex-
ample is a first terminating end 326a of the shield 318
having shield termination connectors 324a (e.g., integral
with the shield 318). The portion 700 of the illustrated
example can be implemented at the first end 402, the
second end 404, the one or more notched openings 410,
and/or any other portion of the shield 318 defining a ter-
minating end (e.g., the terminating ends 326) of the shield
318 having one or more of the shield termination con-
nectors 324 that couple or attach to the aircraft structure
302 (e.g. the lug hooks 602).
[0052] To form the shield termination connectors 324,
the end 326 of the shield 318 extends from an end 702
of the first layer 502 (e.g., and/or the third layer 506). In
other words, at least a portion 704 of the second layer
504 extends or protrudes from the end 702 of the first
layer 502 (e.g., and/or the third layer 506) to couple or
attach to the lug hooks 602 via the laminated clevis 606
and the retention rod 608.
[0053] To enable the second layer 504 of the illustrated
example to couple to the lug hooks 602 and transfer loads
from the shield 318 to the lug hooks 602, at least the
portion 704 of the ends 326 of the second layer 504 of
the illustrated example includes a reinforced end 706.
The reinforced end 706 of the illustrated example is in-
tegrally formed with and/or attached to the second layer
504. In other words, the reinforced end 706 of the illus-
trated example is unitary (e.g., integral) with the second
layer 504. The reinforced end 706 of the illustrated ex-
ample increases strength characteristic(s) of the ends
326 to enable the shield 318 to couple to the lug hooks
602 via the retention rod 608. For example, the reinforced
end 706 of the illustrated example provides the laminated
clevis 606 (e.g., integrally formed with the second layer
504) formed at the ends 326 of the shield 318 that re-
ceives the retention rod 608. Each of the joints 328 of
the illustrated example is a pinned hook lug and laminat-
ed clevis joint (e.g., a pinned lug and clevis fastening
system). The reinforced end 706 of the illustrated exam-
ple is a composite laminate. Because the retention rods
608 transfer high loads from the laminated clevises 606
to the lug hooks 602, the retention rods 608 can be made

17 18 



EP 3 382 158 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

of a high strength material (e.g. titanium 6A1-4V,
Ph13-8Mo stainless steel, Inconel 718, etc.),
[0054] The reinforced end 706 of the illustrated exam-
ple may be formed by impregnating the ends 326 of the
second layer 504 with an epoxy resin (or any other suit-
able polymeric resin). For example, the ends 326 of the
shield 318 (e.g., formed from the second layer 504 com-
posed of a Kevlar fabric, braid, etc.) may be impregnated
with epoxy to form the laminated clevis 606 (e.g., an in-
tegral laminated clevis). The ends 326 of the second layer
504 may be impregnated with an epoxy resin via a resin
transfer molding (RTM), a vacuum assisted resin transfer
molding (VARTM), a resin film infusion (RFI) process,
and/or any other suitable polymer matrix composite man-
ufacturing process(es) or technique(s). To form the lam-
inated clevises 606 of the shield termination connectors
324, the retention rod 608 can be release coated and
used as an inner tool during the composite laminate mold-
ing process. The epoxy resin may then be cured. Once
cured, the epoxy resin and the dry Kevlar fibers of the
second layer 504 form the composite laminate having
relatively high strength and stiffness characteristics.
[0055] After molding, the retention rod 608 can be re-
moved from clevis cavity and the small, "mouse hole"
shaped, access cut-outs 428 can be machined into the
reinforced end 706 of the shield to form the discrete lam-
inated clevises 606 of the shield termination connectors
324. The mouse hole shaped cut-outs 428 are aligned
with the lug hooks 602 of the aircraft structure 302 and
allow the lug hooks 602 to engage directly with the re-
tention rod 608. To form the shield termination connec-
tors 324, the retention rod 608 is inserted (e.g., re-insert-
ed) in the cavity of the laminated clevises 606. Once fully
inserted, the retention rod 608 can be prevented from
moving relative to the laminated clevises 606 (i.e. slipping
out) by either bonding (e.g. via an adhesive bond) or me-
chanically attaching (e.g. via cotter pins, fasteners) the
retention rod 608 to the laminated clevises 606
[0056] FIG. 8 a cross-sectional view of the shield 318
taken along line 8-8 of FIG. 7. Referring to FIG. 8, the
second layer 504 of the illustrated example is positioned
between the first layer 502 and the third layer 506. The
second layer 504 of the illustrated example includes a
first portion 802 (e.g., a first half of a plurality of Kevlar
cloth plies) and a second portion 804 (e.g., a second half
of a plurality of Kevlar cloth plies). In particular, the first
portion 802 of the illustrated example is folded relative
to the second portion 804 to form the laminated clevis
606 at the end 326 of the fibrous loop 424 of the second
layer 504. The second layer 504 of the illustrated example
may be a unitary body formed as a single continuous
fibrous loop 424 or as multiple spliced fibrous loops 424.
The second layer 504 of the shield 318 is configured to
provide a laminated clevis 606 at each end 326 of the
fibrous loops 424 that are to couple to the aircraft struc-
ture 302. The retention rod 608 of the illustrated example
is positioned at the end 326 of the second layer 504 be-
tween the first portion 802 of the second layer 504 and

the second portion 804 of the second layer 504. In other
words, the retention rod 608 is positioned inside the lam-
inated clevis 606, thus forming the shield termination con-
nector 324 that mates with the lug hooks 602 of the air-
craft structure 302
[0057] The first layer 502 has a thickness 808 that is
less than a thickness 810 (e.g. 2.54 cm (one inch)) of the
second layer 504. Like the first layer 502, the third layer
506 of the illustrated example has a thickness 812 that
is less than a thickness of the second layer 504. In some
examples, the thickness 808 of the first layer 502 may
be the same (e.g., identical) to the thickness 812 of the
third layer 506 or may be different (e.g., greater than or
less than) the thickness 812 of the third
[0058] layer 506. A line of stitches 814 may be used
to prevent the reinforced end 706 of the second layer 504
from splitting at the laminated clevis 606.
[0059] FIG. 9 is an enlarged view of the shield termi-
nation connector 324 (e.g. laminated clevis and retention
rod) decoupled from (e.g., a mating one) of the lug hook
602 of the aircraft structure 302. In the illustrated exam-
ple, the lug hook 602 is in an unlocked condition 900.
The lug hook 602 of the illustrated example includes a
lock 902 that moves between a locked condition and the
unlocked condition 900. To move the lug hook 602 to the
unlocked condition 900, a first end 904 of the lock (e.g.,
a swing arm) is decoupled (e.g., unfastened) from a body
906 of the lug hook 602 and/or the aircraft structure 302.
To couple the shield termination connector 324 of the
illustrated example to the lug hook 602 of the aircraft
structure 302, the retention rod 608 of the shield 318 is
coupled or engaged with the lug hook 602 of the aircraft
structure 302 when the lug hook 602 is in the unlocked
condition 900. For example, the small, "mouse-hole"
shaped, access cut-out 428 formed at the end 326 of the
shield 318 enables the lug hook 602 to engage the re-
tention rod 608 positioned in the laminated clevis 606.
After the retention rod 608 is positioned or engaged with
the lug hook 602, the lock 902 of the lug hook 602 of the
illustrated example is coupled to the body 906 of the air-
craft structure 302 via a fastener 908.
FIG. 10 illustrates an enlarged view of the shield 318
coupled to the lug hook 602 of the aircraft structure 302
where the lug hook 602 in a locked condition 1000. In
the locked condition 1000, the lug hook 602, the laminat-
ed clevis 606 and the retention rod 608 form the joint
328. The lock 902, in the locked condition 1000, retains
the shield termination connector 324 coupled to the lug
hook 602 via the rod 608. Thus, the end 326 of the shield
318 of the illustrated example provides the laminated cle-
vis 606 to receive the rod 608 that couples the shield 318
to the aircraft structure 302. The joint 328 of the illustrated
example provides a pinned laminated clevis 606 and lug
hook 602 joint. The high membrane loads from a fan
blade fragment impact are transferred from the second
layer 504 (e.g., the dry Kevlar fabric) via the reinforced
end 706 (e.g., the laminated clevis 606) to the rod 608
and then from the rod 608 to the lug hooks 602 and the
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aircraft structure 302.
[0060] Although certain example methods, apparatus
and articles of manufacture have been disclosed herein,
the scope of coverage of this patent is not limited thereto.
On the contrary, this patent covers all methods, appara-
tus and articles of manufacture fairly falling within the
scope of the claims of this patent.

Claims

1. A fan blade containment system (200) for an aircraft
engine (100), the fan blade containment system
(200) comprising:

a shield (318) configured to be coupled to an
aircraft structure (302) and configured to at least
partially surround a circumference of the aircraft
engine, wherein
the shield (318) is further configured to be
spaced from an outer surface of the aircraft en-
gine when the shield (318) is coupled to the air-
craft structure (302); and
the shield (318) forms a laminated clevis (606)
at an end of the shield (318); and wherein the
fan blade containment system (200) further
comprises
a retention rod (608) configured to be positioned
in the laminated clevis of the shield (318), where-
in
the retention rod (608) is configured to engage
a lug hook (602) of the aircraft structure (318)
and anchor the shield (318) to the aircraft struc-
ture (302).

2. A fan blade containment system (200) according to
claim 1, wherein the end of the shield (318) includes
an access cut-out configured to enable a lug hook
(602) projecting from an aircraft structure (302) to
couple to the retention rod (608).

3. A fan blade containment system (200) according to
claim 1 or 2, wherein shield (318) includes a first
layer (502), a second layer (504), and a third layer
(506), wherein the second layer (504) is positioned
between the first layer (502) and the third layer (506).

4. A fan blade containment system (200) according to
claim 3, wherein the first layer (502) and the third
layer (506) are coupled to the second layer (504) via
adhesive.

5. A fan blade containment system (200) according to
claim 3, wherein the first layer (502) includes steel,
the second layer (504) includes a dry Kevlar fabric,
and the third layer (506) includes aluminum.

6. A fan blade containment system (200) according to

claim 3, wherein the second layer (504) includes a
first portion (802) folded over a second portion to
form a loop at the end.

7. A fan blade containment system (200) according to
any one of claims 1-6, wherein the end of the shield
(318) includes a composite laminate.

8. A fan blade containment system (200) according to
any one of claims 1-7, wherein the shield (318) is a
continuous or unitary body.

9. A fan blade containment system (200) according to
any one of claims 1-8, wherein the shield (318) in-
cludes multiple discrete shield segments.

Patentansprüche

1. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200) für
ein Flugzeugtriebwerk (100), wobei das Gebläse-
schaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200) aufweist:

eine Abschirmung (318), die konfiguriert ist, mit
einer Flugzeugstruktur (302) gekoppelt zu wer-
den, und konfiguriert ist, zumindest teilweise ei-
nen Umfang des Flugzeugtriebwerks zu umge-
ben, wobei
die Abschirmung (318) weiterhin konfiguriert ist,
von einer Außenfläche des Flugzeugtriebwerks
beabstandet zu sein, wenn die Abschirmung
(318) mit der Flugzeugstruktur (302) gekoppelt
ist; und
die Abschirmung (318) einen laminierten Bügel
(606) an einem Ende der Abschirmung (318) bil-
det; und wobei das Gebläseschaufeln-Eindäm-
mungssystem (200) weiterhin eine Haltestange
(608) aufweist, die konfiguriert ist, in dem lami-
nierten Bügel der Abschirmung (318) angeord-
net zu werden, wobei die Haltestange (608) kon-
figuriert ist, in einen Öse-Haken (602) der Flug-
zeugstruktur (318) zu greifen und die Abschir-
mung (318) an der Flugzeugstruktur (302) zu
verankern.

2. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200)
nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Ende der Abschirmung
(318) eine Zugangsaussparung aufweist, die konfi-
guriert ist, einem aus einer Flugzeugstruktur (302)
vorstehenden Öse-Haken (602) eine Kopplung mit
der Haltestange (608) zu erlauben.

3. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200)
nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Abschirmung
(318) eine erste Schicht (502), eine zweite Schicht
(504) und eine dritte Schicht (506) aufweist, wobei
die zweite Schicht (504) zwischen der ersten Schicht
(502) und der dritten Schicht (506) angeordnet ist.
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4. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200)
nach Anspruch 3, wobei die erste Schicht (502) und
die dritte Schicht (506) über Klebstoff mit der zweiten
Schicht (504) gekoppelt sind.

5. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200)
nach Anspruch 3, wobei die erste Schicht (502) Stahl
aufweist, die zweite Schicht (504) ein trockenes Kev-
lar-Gewebe aufweist und die dritte Schicht (506) Alu-
minium aufweist.

6. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200)
nach Anspruch 3, wobei die zweite Schicht (504) ei-
nen ersten Abschnitt (802) aufweist, der über einen
zweiten Abschnitt gefaltet ist, um an dem Ende eine
Schlaufe zu bilden.

7. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200)
nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei das Ende
der Abschirmung (318) ein Verbundlaminat auf-
weist.

8. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200)
nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, wobei die Ab-
schirmung (318) ein kontinuierlicher oder aus einer
Einheit gebildeter Körper ist.

9. Gebläseschaufeln-Eindämmungssystem (200)
nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8, wobei die Ab-
schirmung (318) mehrere diskrete Abschirmungsse-
gmente aufweist.

Revendications

1. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
pour un moteur d’aéronef (100), le système de con-
finement d’aube de soufflante (200) comprenant :

une protection (318) configurée pour être accou-
plée à une structure d’aéronef (302) et configu-
rée pour entourer au moins partiellement une
circonférence du moteur d’aéronef, dans lequel
la protection (318) est en outre configurée pour
être espacée d’une surface extérieure du mo-
teur d’aéronef lorsque la protection (318) est ac-
couplée à la structure d’aéronef (302) ; et
la protection (318) forme une chape stratifiée
(606) à une extrémité de la protection (318) ; et
dans lequel le système de confinement d’aube
de soufflante (200) comprend en outre
une tige de retenue (608) configurée pour être
positionnée dans la chape stratifiée de la pro-
tection (318), dans lequel
la tige de retenue (608) est configurée pour en-
trer en prise avec un crochet en patte (602) de
la structure d’aéronef (318) et ancrer la protec-
tion (318) dans la structure d’aéronef (302).

2. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
selon la revendication 1, dans lequel l’extrémité de
la protection (318) inclut une découpe d’accès con-
figurée pour permettre à un crochet en patte (602)
dépassant d’une structure d’aéronef (302) de s’ac-
coupler à la tige de retenue (608).

3. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel une pro-
tection (318) inclut une première couche (502), une
deuxième couche (504), et une troisième couche
(506), dans lequel la deuxième couche (504) est po-
sitionnée entre la première couche (502) et la troi-
sième couche (506).

4. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
selon la revendication 3, dans lequel la première
couche (502) et la troisième couche (506) sont ac-
couplées à la deuxième couche (504) via un adhésif.

5. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
selon la revendication 3, dans lequel la première
couche (502) inclut de l’acier, la deuxième couche
(504) inclut un tissu en Kevlar sec, et la troisième
couche (506) inclut de l’aluminium.

6. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
selon la revendication 3, dans lequel la deuxième
couche (504) inclut une première portion (802) ra-
battue sur une seconde portion pour former une bou-
cle à l’extrémité.

7. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6,
dans lequel l’extrémité de la protection (318) inclut
un stratifié composite.

8. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7,
dans lequel la protection (318) est un corps continu
ou unitaire.

9. Système de confinement d’aube de soufflante (200)
selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8,
dans lequel la protection (318) inclut plusieurs seg-
ments de protection distincts.
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