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(57) A communication device mounted at a vehicle,
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mobile device that is different from a first mobile device

that transmits key information for the vehicle is interrupt-
ed, performs a blocking process to block an unlocking of
the vehicle or a starting of the vehicle that is performed
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Description

BACKGROUND

Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a communication device, a communication system, and a communication
method.

Related Art

[0002] In technology described in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open (JP-A) No. 2018-020611, a response time
from when a request signal is transmitted toward a mobile device until when an answer signal transmitted by that mobile
device in response to the request signal is received, is measured. If this response time is shorter than a threshold time
that has been associated with identification information contained in the answer signal and stored in memory, then a
door is unlocked. If, however, the response time is longer than the threshold time, the door is not unlocked.
[0003] In a relay attack in which a stranger (namely, a person other than the user of the vehicle) illegally relays radio
waves of a mobile device, the response time is lengthened by an amount corresponding to the time required to relay
the radio waves using a repeater device. In the technology described in JP-A No. 2018-020611, this fact is used in order
to determine whether a relay attack is occurring. However, there is only a slight difference in the response times between
when a mobile device is being used legally and when a relay attack is occurring.
[0004] For example, if the communication distance when a mobile device is being used legally is taken as 1 [m], then
the response time is: 

In contrast, if the communication distance when a relay attack is occurring is taken as 10 [m], then the response time is: 

[0005] Accordingly, the difference in the response times between when a mobile device is being used legally and
when a relay attack is occurring is no more than 60 [n sec] in the foregoing example, so that accurately determining
whether or not a relay attack is occurring from differences in response times is difficult.

SUMMARY

[0006] The present disclosure provides a communication device, a communication system, and a communication
method that may inhibit the unlocking of a vehicle or the starting of a vehicle as a result of radio waves from a first mobile
device which transmits key information for the vehicle being relayed.
[0007] A first aspect of the present disclosure is a communication device mounted at a vehicle, the communication
device including: a blocking section that, in a case in which communication with a second mobile device that is different
from a first mobile device that transmits key information for the vehicle is interrupted, performs a blocking process to
block an unlocking of the vehicle or a starting of the vehicle that is performed based on received key information.
[0008] In the first aspect, when communication with a second mobile device is interrupted, because the unlocking of
the vehicle and the starting of the vehicle based on key information are blocked, preconditions for the vehicle to be
unlocked or for the vehicle to be started are that, in addition to key information being received, communication with a
second mobile device is not interrupted. As a result, the first aspect of the present disclosure may inhibit the unlocking
of a vehicle or the starting of a vehicle as a result of radio waves from a first mobile device which transmits key information
for the vehicle being relayed.
[0009] In a second aspect of the present disclosure, in the first aspect, in a case in which communication with the
second mobile device is interrupted, the blocking section may perform, as the blocking process, any one of shutting off
power, shutting off a signal, or processing a signal, in at least one of a receiving device that receives the key information,
a verification device that verifies the key information, a first control device that controls unlocking and locking of the
vehicle, or a second control device that controls starting of the vehicle.
[0010] In the second aspect, the present disclosure may be implemented by simply adding the communication device
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without having to alter the configurations of the existing receiving device, verification device, first control section, or
second control section.
[0011] In a third aspect of the present disclosure, in the first or second aspects, in a case in which a power supply of
the vehicle is switched from an OFF state to an ON state without the blocking process having been performed, the
blocking section may stop the blocking process from being performed until the power supply of the vehicle has been
switched from the ON state to the OFF state.
[0012] In the third aspect, because communication with the second mobile device was not interrupted, if the commu-
nication with the second mobile device is interrupted due to another cause after the power supply of the vehicle has
been switched from an OFF state to an ON state without the blocking section performing the blocking processing, then
irrespective of the state of the communication with the second mobile device, the blocking processing is not performed
until the power supply of the vehicle is switched from the ON state to the OFF state.
[0013] In a fourth aspect of the present disclosure, in the second aspect, the communication device may be provided
between the verification device and at least one of the receiving device, the first control device, or the second control
device.
[0014] According to the fourth aspect, it is possible to shorten the length of a wire harness that is used to add the
communication device according to the present disclosure.
[0015] A fifth aspect of the present disclosure, in the fourth aspect, may further include: a first connector that is used
to connect to one of the receiving device, the first control device, or the second control device; and a second connector
that is used to connect to the verification device.
[0016] According to the fifth aspect, the communication device according to the present disclosure may be provided
by performing the simple operation of replacing connectors.
[0017] In a sixth aspect of the present disclosure, in any one of the first through fifth aspects, a communicable distance
with the second mobile device may be greater than a communicable distance with the first mobile device.
[0018] In the sixth aspect, a situation arising in which a vehicle is not unlocked or in which a vehicle is not started
because of communication with the second mobile device being interrupted in spite of the fact that key information is
being received directly from the first mobile device, may be prevented.
[0019] In a seventh aspect of the present disclosure, in any one of the first through sixth aspects, communication with
the second mobile device may be performed via BLE (Bluetooth (registered trademark) Low Energy).
[0020] BLE is an energy saving communication format and, according to the seventh aspect, an extension in the life
of a battery mounted in the second mobile device may be achieved.
[0021] An eighth aspect of the present disclosure is a communication system including: a first mobile device that
transmits key information for a vehicle; a second mobile device that performs different communication from that performed
by the first mobile device; and a communication device that is mounted at the vehicle and includes a blocking section
that, when communication with the second mobile device is interrupted, blocks an unlocking of the vehicle or a starting
of the vehicle that is performed based on received key information.
[0022] As a consequence, in the same way as the first aspect, the eighth aspect of the present disclosure may inhibit
the unlocking of a vehicle or the starting of a vehicle as a result of radio waves from a first mobile device which transmits
key information for the vehicle being relayed.
[0023] In a ninth aspect of the present disclosure, in the eighth aspect, the second mobile device may include a control
section that stops communication with the communication device when a predetermined condition has been satisfied.
[0024] As a result of a period of time occurring in which communication with the communication device is stopped,
the ninth aspect may inhibit the unlocking of a vehicle or the starting of a vehicle that might be enabled as a result of
radio waves from the second mobile device being relayed in addition to the radio waves from the first mobile device.
[0025] In a tenth aspect of the present disclosure, in the ninth aspect, the control section may stop communication
with the communication device when a predetermined button at the second mobile device is operated.
[0026] In the tenth aspect, as a result of a user operating a predetermined button, communication with the communi-
cation device may be stopped at a desired timing.
[0027] In an eleventh aspect of the present disclosure, in the ninth aspect, the second mobile device may further
include a displacement detecting section that detects a displacement of the second mobile device, and the control section
may stop communication with the communication device when a state in which a displacement of the second mobile
device is not detected by the displacement detecting section continues for a predetermined time or greater.
[0028] In the eleventh aspect, if a user is inactive, such as, for example, when the user is asleep, because button
operations and the like are not required, communication with the communication device may be automatically stopped.
[0029] In a twelfth aspect of the present disclosure, in the ninth aspect, the control section may stop communication
with the communication device during a predetermined time period.
[0030] In the twelfth aspect, because button operations and the like are not required during time periods when a user
is not using a vehicle, such as, for example, at night time and the like, communication with the communication device
may be automatically stopped.
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[0031] In a thirteenth aspect of the present disclosure, in any one of the eighth through twelfth aspects, the second
mobile device may be a smartphone.
[0032] A smartphone may be capable of functioning as a control section as a result of an application being executed.
Moreover, because it is typical for a smartphone to also include a communication section capable of performing BLE-
based communication, and a sensor that is capable of functioning as a displacement detecting section, a smartphone
may be used as the second mobile device.
[0033] A fourteenth aspect of the present disclosure is a communication method including: in a case in which com-
munication between a vehicle and a second mobile device that is different from a first mobile device that transmits key
information for the vehicle is interrupted, blocking an unlocking of the vehicle or a starting of the vehicle that is performed
based on received key information.
[0034] As a result, in the same way as in the first aspect, the fourteenth aspect of the present disclosure may inhibit
the unlocking of a vehicle or the starting of a vehicle as a result of radio waves from a first mobile device which transmits
key information for the vehicle being relayed.
[0035] According to the above-described aspects, the communication device, communication system, and communi-
cation method of the present disclosure may inhibit the unlocking of a vehicle or the starting of a vehicle as a result of
radio waves from a first mobile device which transmits key information for the vehicle being relayed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0036] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will be described in detail based on the following figures,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic configuration of a vehicle on-board system according to a first
exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a plan view illustrating placements and communicable ranges of vehicle external LF antennas and vehicle
internal LF antennas;
FIG. 3A is a schematic view illustrating an operation of adding a communication device;
FIG. 3B is a schematic view illustrating an operation of adding a communication device;
FIG. 4 is a plan view illustrating a communicable range of a wireless communication section of a communication
device;
FIG. 5 is a schematic structural view of a communication device according to the first exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating wireless switching processing executed by the communication device according to
the first exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating wireless communication control processing executed by a second mobile device;
FIG. 8 is a schematic structural view illustrating another configuration of the communication device according to the
first exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a schematic configuration of a vehicle on-board system according to a second
exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 10 is a schematic structural view of a communication device according to the second exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating wireless switching processing executed by the communication device according
to the second exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 12 is an explanatory view illustrating operations of a signal processing section;
FIG. 13 is a schematic structural view illustrating another configuration of the communication device according to
the second exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 14 is a schematic structural view of a communication device according to a third exemplary embodiment; and
FIG. 15 is a flowchart illustrating wireless switching processing executed by the communication device according
to the third exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0037] Hereinafter, examples of exemplary embodiments for implementing the present disclosure will be described in
detail with reference to the drawings.

[First Exemplary Embodiment]

[0038] A vehicle on-board system 10 illustrated in FIG. 1 includes a verification ECU (Electronic Control Section) 12,
a communication device 22, a door lock ECU 52, and a starting ECU 56. Note that the verification ECU 12 is an example
of a verification device, the door lock ECU 52 is an example of a first control device, and the starting ECU 56 is an
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example of a second control device.
[0039] The verification ECU 12 includes a CPU (Central Processing Section), memory such as ROM (Read Only
Memory) and RAM (Random Access Memory), a non-volatile storage section such as an HDD (Hard Disk Drive) or an
SSD (Solid State Drive), and a communication I/F (Interface). Vehicle external LF (Low Frequency) antennas 14, an RF
(Radio Frequency) tuner 16, and vehicle internal LF antennas 18 are respectively connected to the verification ECU 12.
[0040] As is illustrated in FIG. 2, the respective vehicle external LF antennas 14 are individually provided in plural
locations on the vehicle exterior, and transmit predetermined radio waves to a first mobile device 20 held by a user.
When the user holding the first mobile device 20 is present externally of the vehicle and also within a predetermined
distance L1 from any one of the vehicle external LF antennas 14, the first mobile device 20 receives the predetermined
radio waves transmitted from the vehicle external LF antenna 14, and transmits key information previously stored in the
first mobile terminal 20. This key information transmitted from the first mobile device 20 is received by the RF tuner 16.
Note that the predetermined distance L1 is, for example, 1 m, and an example of the first mobile device 20 is a smart key.
[0041] The vehicle internal LF antennas 18 and the RF tuner 16 are provided in the vehicle interior, and the vehicle
internal LF antennas 18 transmit predetermined radio waves to the first mobile device 20. When the user holding the
first mobile device 20 is present inside the vehicle cabin, the first mobile device 20 receives the predetermined radio
waves transmitted from the vehicle internal LF antennas 18, and transmits key information. This key information trans-
mitted from the first mobile device 20 is received by the RF tuner 16. Note that the RF tuner 16 is an example of a
receiving device.
[0042] When the RF tuner 16 receives the key information from the first mobile device 20, and notification that this
key information has been received is issued by the RF tuner 16, the verification ECU 12 verifies the notified key information
against previously registered key information. If the notified key information matches previously registered key informa-
tion, the verification ECU 12 issues a positive verification notification to the door lock ECU 52 if the transmission source
of the predetermined radio waves was a vehicle external LF antenna 14. If the transmission source of the predetermined
radio waves was a vehicle internal LF antenna 18, then the verification ECU 12 issues a positive verification notification
to the starting ECU 56.
[0043] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the communication device 22 is provided between the verification ECU 12 and the RF
tuner 16. As illustrated in FIG. 3B, the communication device 22 is provided partway along a wire harness 40 at one
end of which is provided a first connector 36, and at another end of which is provided a second connector 38. As is
illustrated in FIG. 3A, a connector 44 is provided at a distal end portion of a wire harness 42 that extends from the
verification ECU 12. When the communication device 22 is not provided, the connector 44 is connected to a connector
46 provided in the RF tuner 16.
[0044] The addition of the communication device 22 between the verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner 16 is achieved
by releasing the connection between the connector 44 and the connector 46 (see FIG. 3A), and then connecting the
first connector 36 to the connector 46 of the RF tuner 16, and connecting the second connector 38 to the connector 44
(see FIG. 3B).
[0045] As is illustrated in FIG. 1, the communication device 22 includes a CPU 24, memory 26 such as ROM and
RAM, a non-volatile storage section 28 such as an HDD or SSD, a wireless communication section 30, and a switching
section 32. The CPU 24, memory 26, storage section 28, wireless communication section 30, and switching section 32
are connected together to mutually communicate with each other via an internal bus 34.
[0046] A program that performs wireless switching processing (described below) is stored in the storage section 28.
This program is read from the storage section 28 and preliminarily expanded in the memory 26, and is then executed
by the CPU 24. As a consequence, the CPU 24 functions as a processing section 50 illustrated in FIG. 5. Note that in
the first exemplary embodiment, the processing section 50 and the switching section 32 are examples of a blocking
section.
[0047] If a user holding a second mobile device 60 is present within a predetermined distance L2 (see FIG. 4) from
the vehicle, the wireless communication section 30 performs wireless communication with the second mobile device 60
which is independent of the communication between the first mobile device 20 and the RF tuner 16. Note that an example
of the wireless communication performed between the communication device 22 and the second mobile device 60 is
BLE, and the predetermined distance L2 is, for example, 10 m. If the wireless communication performed between the
communication device 22 and the second mobile device 60 is BLE, then the communication device 22 and the second
mobile device 60 must be paired in advance.
[0048] As illustrated in FIG. 5, the wire harness 42 extending from the verification ECU 12 includes two power supply
wires (+B, GND) that are used to supply power from the verification ECU 12 to the RF tuner 16, and two signal wires
(S0, S1) that are used to perform serial communication between the verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner 16. In the first
exemplary embodiment, the communication device 22 that is added between the verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner
16 is connected to the two power supply wires (+B, GND) of the wire harness 42, and operates by means of power
supplied via these power supply wires (+B, GND). The switching section 32 is connected to the power supply wire (+B)
to switch between interrupting and not interrupting the power supply wire (+B) partway along the length thereof.
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[0049] As illustrated in FIG. 1, in the same way as the verification ECU 12, the door lock ECU 52 includes a CPU,
memory, a storage section, and a communication I/F, and is connected to a door lock ACT (actuator) 54. The door lock
ACT 54 is able to switch the door-lock between a locked state and an unlocked state, and operations of the door lock
ACT 54 are controlled by the door lock ECU 52.
[0050] In the same way as the verification ECU 12 and the like, the starting ECU 56 includes a CPU, memory, a
storage section, and a communication I/F. The verification ECU 12 is electrically connected to an engine 58 of the vehicle,
and controls starting and like of the engine 58. In the present exemplary embodiment, the vehicle in which this vehicle
on-board system 10 is mounted may be a vehicle whose drive source is the engine 58, or maybe a hybrid vehicle (HV).
In a vehicle whose drive source is the engine 58, the starting ECU 56, for example, controls fuel injection and the like
in the engine 58, while in the case of a hybrid vehicle, the starting ECU 56, for example, controls starting and stopping
and the like of the engine 58.
[0051] The second mobile device 60 includes a CPU 62, memory 64 such as ROM and RAM, a non-volatile storage
section 66 such as an HDD or SSD, a display section 67, a wireless communication section 68, and an acceleration
sensor 70. The CPU 62, memory 64, storage section 66, display section 67, wireless communication section 68, and
acceleration sensor 70 are connected together to mutually communicate with each other via an internal bus 72. A program
that performs wireless communication control processing (described below) is stored in the storage section 66. This
program is read from the storage section 66 and expanded in the memory 64, and is then executed by the CPU 62. As
a consequence, the CPU 62 functions as an example of a control section.
[0052] An example of the wireless communication performed by the wireless communication section 68 is BLE, and
the wireless communication section 68 transmits advertising packets periodically to the communication device 22 during
periods in which wireless communication is permitted. Note that an example of the second mobile device 60 is a smart-
phone. Moreover, the acceleration sensor 70 is an example of a displacement detecting section.
[0053] Next, actions of the first exemplary embodiment will be described. In the first exemplary embodiment, the
processing section 50 of the communication device 22 performs the wireless switching process illustrated in FIG. 6. In
step 80 of the wireless switching process, the processing section 50 determines whether or not the wireless communi-
cation section 30 is currently performing wireless communication with the second mobile device 60. If the determination
in step 80 is affirmative, the process proceeds to step 82. In step 82, the processing section 50 switches the switching
section 32 to an ON state, and then returns to step 80. In this case, the RF tuner 16 is operated as a result of power
being supplied from the verification ECU 12 to the RF tuner 16 via the power supply wires (+B, GND).
[0054] As a consequence, if a legal user holding the first mobile device 20 and the second mobile device 60 is present
within the predetermined distance L1 from the vehicle external LF antennas 14, the key information transmitted from
the first mobile device 20 is received by the RF tuner 16, and notification that this key information has been received is
issued from the RF tuner 16 to the verification ECU 12. Accordingly, if the key information matches key information in
the verification ECU 12, and also the transmission source of the predetermined radio waves is a vehicle external LF
antenna 14, then a positive verification notification is issued from the verification ECU 12 to the door lock ECU 52,
resulting in the door lock being switched to an unlocked state. Moreover, if the key information matches key information
in the verification ECU 12, and also the transmission source of the predetermined radio waves is a vehicle internal LF
antenna 18, then a positive verification notification is issued from the verification ECU 12 to the starting ECU 56, with
the result that, provided that a start switch (not illustrated in the drawings) of the vehicle has been switched to an ON
state, the engine 58 is started by the starting ECU 56.
[0055] If the wireless communication section 30 is not currently performing wireless communication with the second
mobile device 60, then the determination in step 80 is negative and the process proceeds to step 84. In step 84, the
processing section 50 switches the switching section 32 to an OFF state, and returns to step 80. In this case, operations
of the RF tuner 16 are stopped as a result of the power supply from the verification ECU 12 to the RF tuner 16 being
shut off. Note that, in FIG. 5, the switching of the switching section 32 to the ON state is an example of blocking processing
to shut off the power supply to the RF tuner 16.
[0056] As a consequence, if a legal user holding the first mobile device 20 and the second mobile device 60 is further
than the predetermined distance L2 away from the vehicle, even if key information transmitted from the first mobile
device 20 reaches the RF tuner 16 as a result of a stranger performing a first relay attack to illegally relay the radio
waves from the first mobile device 20, then because operations are stopped in the RF tuner 16, this key information is
not received. Accordingly, because notification that the key information has been received is not issued from the RF
tuner 16 to the verification ECU 12, no positive verification notification is issued from the verification ECU 12 to the door
lock ECU 52 or the starting ECU 56, so that the door lock is blocked from being switched to an unlocked state and the
engine 58 is blocked from being started.
[0057] In the second mobile device 60, the wireless communication control process illustrated in FIG. 7 is performed.
In step 90, the second mobile device 60 causes a wireless communication stop button, that enables a user to input a
command to stop wireless communication by the wireless communication section 68, to be displayed on the display
section 67. In step 92, the second mobile device 60 determines whether or not the wireless communication stop button
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displayed on the display section 67 has been pushed by a user. If the determination in step 92 is negative, the process
proceeds to step 94.
[0058] In step 94, based on whether or not a state in which an acceleration level detected by the acceleration sensor
70 has remained at 0 for a predetermined time (for example, 30 seconds) or longer, the second mobile device 60
determines whether or not the second mobile device 60 has been stationary for a predetermined time or longer. If the
determination in step 94 is negative, the process proceeds to step 96. In step 96, the second mobile device 60 determines
whether or not the current time is within a predetermined time period (for example, a late night/early morning time period
between 11:00 pm and 6:00 am). If the determination in step 96 is also negative, the process proceeds to step 98. In
step 98, the second mobile device 60 performs wireless communication with the communication device 22 using the
wireless communication section 68, and the process returns to step 92.
[0059] If, on the other hand, the legal user holding the first mobile device 20 and the second mobile device 60 is further
than the predetermined distance L2 away from the vehicle, there is a possibility of a stranger performing a second relay
attack to illegally relay the radio waves of both the first mobile device 20 and the second mobile device 60. In response
to this, in the wireless communication control process, if any of the determinations in steps 92, 94, and 96 are affirmative,
the process proceeds to step 100. In step 100, the second mobile device 60 stops the wireless communication being
performed by the wireless communication section 68, and the process returns to step 92.
[0060] As a consequence, if the wireless communication stop button has been pushed by a user, and if the second
mobile device 60 has been stationary for a predetermined time or longer, and if the current clock time is within the
predetermined time period, then because wireless communication performed by the second mobile device 60 is stopped,
the second relay attack is rendered ineffective, so that the door lock is blocked from being switched to an unlocked state
and the engine 58 is blocked from being started.
[0061] Note that, in FIG. 5, a configuration is illustrated in which the switching section 32 is connected to the power
supply wire (+B) to switch between interrupting and not interrupting the power supply wire (+B) partway along the length
thereof, however, the present disclosure is not limited to this. As is illustrated in FIG. 8 as an example, it is also possible
for the switching section 32 to instead be connected to the signal wire (S0) to switch between interrupting and not
interrupting the signal wire (S0) partway along the length thereof.
[0062] In this case, although the RF tuner 16 continues to operate even when the switching section 32 has been
switched to the OFF state, because communication between the verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner 16 is blocked,
no notification about the key information received by the RF tuner 16 is issued to the RF tuner 16. Accordingly, because
no processing to verify the key information is performed in the verification ECU 12, and neither is a positive verification
notification issued from the verification ECU 12 to the door lock ECU 52 and the starting ECU 56, the door lock is blocked
from being switched to an unlocked state and the engine 58 is blocked from being started.
[0063] Note that, in the configuration illustrated in FIG. 8, the switching of the switching section 32 to the OFF state
is an example of blocking processing to block signals to the RF tuner 16.

[Second Exemplary Embodiment]

[0064] Next, a second exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure will be described. Note that portions that are
the same as in the first exemplary embodiment are given the same descriptive symbols and a detailed description thereof
is omitted. As is illustrated in FIG. 9, in the communication device 22 according to the second exemplary embodiment,
a signal processing section 33 is provided instead of the switching section 32 described in the first exemplary embodiment.
[0065] As is illustrated in FIG. 10, in the second exemplary embodiment, the wire harness 42 extending from the
verification ECU 12 includes three power supply wires (two +B and one GND) that are used to supply power from the
verification ECU 12 to the RF tuner 16, and two signal wires (S0, S1). In the second exemplary embodiment, the
communication device 22 that is added between the verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner 16 is connected to one power
supply wire (one +B) of the wire harness 42 and to the two signal wires (S0, S1), and operates by means of power
supplied via this power supply wire (+B). The signal processing section 33 is provided partway along the signal wire
(S0), and outputs to the RF tuner 16 a signal that corresponds to an AND of the signal traveling from the verification
ECU 12 towards the RF tuner 16, and the signal input from the processing section 50. Note that, in the second exemplary
embodiment, the processing section 50 and the signal processing section 33 are an example of a blocking section.
[0066] In the second exemplary embodiment, the processing section 50 of the communication device 22 performs the
wireless switching processing illustrated in FIG. 11. Namely, when the wireless communication section 30 is performing
wireless communication with the second mobile device 60, the determination in step 80 is affirmative, and the process
proceeds to step 104. In step 104, the processing section 50 outputs an H (High) level signal to the signal processing
section 33, and the process returns to step 80. In this case, as is illustrated in (1) in FIG. 12, the signal output from the
verification ECU 12 to the RF tuner 16 is output unmodified.
[0067] As a consequence, because communication between the verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner 16 is being
performed normally, notification about the key information transmitted from the first mobile device 20 and received by
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the RF tuner 16 is then issued from the RF tuner 16 to the verification ECU 12. Accordingly, if this key information
matches key information in the verification ECU 12, then a positive verification notification is issued from the verification
ECU 12 to the door lock ECU 52 or the starting ECU 56.
[0068] If the wireless communication section 30 is not currently performing wireless communication with the second
mobile device 60, then the determination in step 80 is negative, and the process proceeds to step 106. In step 106, the
processing section 50 outputs an L (Low) level signal to the signal processing section 33, and the process returns to
step 80. In this case, as is illustrated in (2) in FIG. 12, an L level signal is output from the signal processing section 33
irrespective of the level of the signal output from the verification ECU 12 to the RF tuner 16.
[0069] As a consequence, the RF tuner 16 stops operating normally due to the communication between the verification
ECU 12 and the RF tuner 16 becoming abnormal. Accordingly, because the processing to verify the key information in
the verification ECU 12 is not performed, and no positive verification notification is issued from the verification ECU 12
to the door lock ECU 52 and the starting ECU 56, the door lock is blocked from being switched to an unlocked state and
the engine 58 is blocked from being started.
[0070] Note that, in the configuration illustrated in FIG. 10, the outputting of an L level signal to the signal processing
section 33 is an example of blocking processing performed in order to process signals to the RF tuner 16.
[0071] Note also that, in FIG. 10, a configuration in which the signal processing section 33 outputs to the RF tuner 16
a signal that corresponds to an AND of the signal traveling from the verification ECU 12 towards the RF tuner 16, and
the signal input from the processing section 50, however, the present disclosure is not limited to this. As is illustrated in
FIG. 13 as an example, it is also possible to employ a configuration in which the signal processing section 33 outputs
to the verification ECU 12 a signal that corresponds to an AND of the signal traveling from the RF tuner 16 towards the
verification ECU 12, and the signal input from the processing section 50
[0072] In the configuration illustrated in FIG. 13 as well, when the processing section 50 outputs an L level signal to
the signal processing section 33, an L level signal is output from the signal processing section 33 irrespective of the
level of the signal output from the RF tuner 16 to the verification ECU 12. As a result, since communication between the
verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner 16 becomes abnormal, notification of the key information received by the RF tuner
16 is not sent to the verification ECU 12. Accordingly, because the processing to verify the key information in the
verification ECU 12 is not performed, and no positive verification notification is issued from the verification ECU 12 to
the door lock ECU 52 and the starting ECU 56, the door lock is blocked from being switched to an unlocked state and
the engine 58 is blocked from being started.
[0073] Note that, in the configuration illustrated in FIG. 13, the outputting of an L level signal to the signal processing
section 33 is an example of blocking processing performed in order to process signals to the verification ECU 12. This
processing performed in order to process signals is not limited to AND processing, and may instead be another type of
processing such as, for example, OR processing.

[Third Exemplary Embodiment]

[0074] Next, a third exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure will be described. Note that portions that are the
same as in the second exemplary embodiment are given the same descriptive symbols and a detailed description thereof
is omitted.
[0075] As is illustrated in FIG. 14, in the third exemplary embodiment, the wire harness 42 extending from the verification
ECU 12 includes three power supply wires (two +B and one GND) that are used to supply power from the verification
ECU 12 to the RF tuner 16, a vehicle accessory power supply wire (ACC), and two signal wires (S0, S1). In the third
exemplary embodiment, the communication device 22 that is added between the verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner
16 is connected to one power supply wire (one +B) of the wire harness 42, to the accessory power supply wire (ACC),
and to the two signal wires (S0, S1), and the power supply state of this accessory power supply wire (ACC) is input into
the processing section 50.
[0076] In the third exemplary embodiment, the processing section 50 of the communication device 22 performs the
wireless switching process illustrated in FIG. 15. Namely, if the wireless communication section 30 is not currently
performing wireless communication with the second mobile device 60, then the determination in step 80 is negative,
and the process proceeds to step 108. In step 108, the processing section 50 determines whether or not the accessory
power supply (ACC) is in an ON state. If the determination in step 108 is negative, the process proceeds to step 106,
and an L (low) level signal is output to the signal processing section 33. In this case, as was described for the second
exemplary embodiment, the door lock is blocked from being switched to an unlocked state and the engine 58 is blocked
from being started.
[0077] On the other hand, if the determination in step 108 is affirmative, then this is because the determination made
previously in step 80 was positive, and after the door lock was consequently switched to an unlocked state, and the
accessory power supply wire (ACC) was switched to an ON state, communication with the second mobile device 60
was interrupted due to some reason or other. An example of a reason why the communication with the second mobile
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device 60 might be interrupted is, for example, if the remaining battery capacity of the second mobile device 60 were to
drop below a predetermined value. In such a case, it is not necessary for the blocking processing to be executed.
[0078] Therefore, in the third exemplary embodiment, if the determination in step 108 is affirmative, the process
proceeds to step 104. As a result, even if, after the accessory power supply wire (ACC) has been switched to an ON
state, communication with the second mobile device 60 is interrupted, then if a starting switch (not illustrated in the
drawings) of the vehicle is subsequently switched OFF so that the accessory power supply wire (ACC) is switched to
an OFF state, or until a user alights from the vehicle and the door lock is switched to a locked state, the state in which
the blocking processing is not being executed continues unchanged.
[0079] As has been described above, in the above-described exemplary embodiments, when communication between
the communication device 22 mounted in a vehicle and a second mobile device 60 that is different from the first mobile
device 20 which is transmitting key information is interrupted, unlocking of the vehicle or starting of the vehicle based
on the received key information is blocked. As a result, because unlocking of the vehicle or starting of the vehicle is
contingent not only on the precondition that the key information has been received, but also on the precondition that
communication with the second mobile device 60 has not been interrupted, it is possible to inhibit the unlocking of the
vehicle or the starting of the vehicle as the result of a first relay attack to relay the radio waves of the first mobile device 20.
[0080] Moreover, in the above-described exemplary embodiments, when communication between the communication
device 22 and the second mobile device 60 is interrupted, because the communication device 22 performs processing
to either shut off the power supply to the RF tuner 16 which receives key information or to the verification ECU 12 which
verifies key information, or to block signals thereto, or performs processing on the signals, there is no need to alter the
configurations of the existing RF tuner 16 and verification ECU 12, and may inhibit the unlocking of a vehicle or the
starting of a vehicle as the result of a relay attack to relay the radio waves of the first mobile device 20 simply by adding
the communication device 22.
[0081] Moreover, in the above-described embodiments, when communication between the communication device 22
and the second mobile device 60 is interrupted, without performing processing to block the unlocking of a vehicle or the
starting of a vehicle based on received key information, when the accessory power supply wire (ACC) of the vehicle has
been switched from an OFF state to an ON state, the communication device 22 stops the processing to block the
unlocking of a vehicle or the starting of a vehicle based on received key information when communication between the
communication device 22 and the second mobile device 60 is interrupted until the power supply state is switched from
ON to OFF. As a result, even if, after the accessory power supply wire (ACC) is switched from an OFF state to an ON
state, communication with the second mobile device 60 is interrupted due to some reason or other, unnecessary blocking
processing is not performed.
[0082] Moreover, in the above-described exemplary embodiments, since the communication device 22 is provided
between the RF tuner 16 and the verification ECU 12, it is possible to shorten the length of the wire harness 40 in order
to add the communication device 22.
[0083] Moreover, in the above-described exemplary embodiments, because the first connector 36 that is used for
connecting to the RF tuner 16, and the second connector 38 that is used for connecting to the verification ECU 12 are
provided in the communication device 22, connecting the communication device 22 may be accomplished by the simple
operation of replacing connectors.
[0084] Moreover, in the above-described exemplary embodiments, the communicable distance L2 from the commu-
nication device 22 to the second mobile device 60 is greater than the communicable distance L1 from the first mobile
device 20 to the vehicle interior LF antennas 14, the RF tuner 16, and the vehicle interior LF antennas 18. As a result,
the present disclosure may prevent a situation arising in which a vehicle is not unlocked because of communication
between the communication device 22 and the second mobile device 60 being interrupted in spite of the fact that the
RF tuner 16 is directly receiving key information from the first mobile device 20.
[0085] Moreover, in the above-described exemplary embodiments, since the communication between the communi-
cation device 22 and the second mobile device 60 is BLE, an extension in the life of a battery mounted in the second
mobile device 60 may be achieved.
[0086] Moreover, in the above described exemplary embodiments, the second mobile device 60 stops communication
between itself and the communication device 22 when predetermined conditions have been met. As a result, the present
disclosure may inhibit the unlocking of a vehicle or the starting of a vehicle because of a second relay attack to relay
radio waves from the second mobile device 60 in addition to the radio waves from the first mobile device 20.
[0087] Moreover, in the above-described exemplary embodiments, communication between the second mobile device
60 and the communication device 22 is stopped when a predetermined button on the second mobile device 60 is pushed.
As a consequence, communication with the communication device 22 may be stopped at a desired timing as a result
of a user operating a predetermined button.
[0088] Moreover, in the above-described exemplary embodiments, the second communication device 60 stops com-
munication between itself and the communication device 22 when an acceleration level detected by the exhilaration
sensor 70 has remained at 0 for a predetermined time or greater. As a result, if a user is inactive, such as, for example,
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when the user is asleep, because button operations and the like are not required, communication with the communication
device 22 may be automatically stopped.
[0089] Moreover, in the above described exemplary embodiments, since the second mobile device 60 stops commu-
nication between itself and the communication device 22 during predetermined time periods, because button operations
and the like are not required during time periods when a user is not using a vehicle, such as, for example, at night time
and the like, communication with the communication device 22 may be automatically stopped.
[0090] Note that it is also possible in the above-described cases, namely, when a predetermined button has been
operated, when an acceleration level detected by the exhilaration sensor 70 has remained at 0 for a predetermined time
or greater, and during predetermined times periods, for the second mobile device 60 to stop communication between
itself and the communication device 22 after having notified the communication device 22 that it intends to stop such
communication. By doing this, the communication device 22 side is able to perform the blocking processing at an earlier
stage and reliably.
[0091] Note also that, in the foregoing description, a case in which the communication device 22 is provided between
the verification ECU 12 and the RF tuner 16 has been described. However, the present disclosure is not limited to this,
and the communication device 22 may also be provided, for example, between the verification ECU 12 and the door
lock ECU 52, or between the verification ECU 12 and the starting ECU 56. Additionally, it is also possible for communication
devices 22 to be provided in plural locations.
[0092] Moreover, in the foregoing description, a case in which the acceleration sensor 70 is provided as a displacement
detecting section has been described. However, the present disclosure is not limited to this, and the displacement
detecting section may be a vibration sensor or the like. In addition, the second mobile device 60 is not limited to being
a smart phone, and may instead be another type of electronic device.
[0093] Moreover, in the foregoing description, a case in which the power supply state of the accessory power supply
wire (ACC) is detected as the power supply state of the vehicle has been described. However, the present disclosure
is not limited to this, and it is instead possible to detect the power supply state of an ignition power supply wire (IG), or
to detect the READY state in the case of a hybrid vehicle.
[0094] Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure have been described above, however, the present disclosure
is not limited to these. Various modifications and the like may be made to the present disclosure insofar as they do not
depart from the spirit or scope of the present disclosure.

Claims

1. A communication device (22) mounted at a vehicle, the communication device (22) comprising:
a blocking section (32, 33, 50) that, in a case in which communication with a second mobile device (60) that is
different from a first mobile device (20) that transmits key information for the vehicle is interrupted, performs a
blocking process to block an unlocking of the vehicle or a starting of the vehicle that is performed based on received
key information.

2. The communication device (22) according to claim 1, wherein, in a case in which communication with the second
mobile device (60) is interrupted, the blocking section (32, 33, 50) performs, as the blocking process, any one of
shutting off power, shutting off a signal, or processing a signal, in at least one of a receiving device (16) that receives
the key information, a verification device (12) that verifies the key information, a first control device (52) that controls
unlocking and locking of the vehicle, or a second control device (56) that controls starting of the vehicle.

3. The communication device (22) according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein, in a case in which a power supply of the
vehicle is switched from an OFF state to an ON state without the blocking process having been performed, the
blocking section (32, 33, 50) stops the blocking process from being performed until the power supply of the vehicle
has been switched from the ON state to the OFF state.

4. The communication device (22) according to claim 2, wherein the communication device (22) is provided between
the verification device (12) and at least one of the receiving device (16), the first control device (52), or the second
control device (56).

5. The communication device (22) according to claim 4, further comprising:

a first connector (36) that is used to connect to one of the receiving device (16), the first control device (52), or
the second control device (56); and
a second connector (38) that is used to connect to the verification device (12).
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6. The communication device according to any one of claim 1 to claim 5, wherein a communicable distance with the
second mobile device (60) is greater than a communicable distance with the first mobile device (20).

7. The communication device according to any one of claim 1 to claim 6, wherein communication with the second
mobile device (60) is performed via BLE.

8. A communication system (10) comprising:

a first mobile device (20) that transmits key information for a vehicle;
a second mobile device (60) that performs different communication from that performed by the first mobile
device (20); and
a communication device (22) that is mounted at the vehicle and includes a blocking section (32, 33, 50) that,
when communication with the second mobile device (60) is interrupted, blocks an unlocking of the vehicle or a
starting of the vehicle that is performed based on received key information.

9. The communication system (10) according to claim 8, wherein the second mobile device (60) includes a control
section (62) that stops communication with the communication device (22) when a predetermined condition has
been satisfied.

10. The communication system (10) according to claim 9, wherein the control section (62) stops communication with
the communication device (22) when a predetermined button at the second mobile device (60) is operated.

11. The communication system (10) according to claim 9, wherein:

the second mobile device (60) further includes a displacement detecting section (70) that detects a displacement
of the second mobile device (60), and
the control section (62) stops communication with the communication device (22) when a state in which a
displacement of the second mobile device (60) is not detected by the displacement detecting section (70)
continues for a predetermined time or greater.

12. The communication system (10) according to claim 9, wherein the control section (62) stops communication with
the communication device (60) during a predetermined time period.

13. The communication system according to any one of claim 8 to claim 12, wherein the second mobile device (60) is
a smartphone.

14. A communication method comprising:
in a case in which communication between a vehicle and a second mobile device (60) that is different from a first
mobile device (20) that transmits key information for the vehicle is interrupted, blocking an unlocking of the vehicle
or a starting of the vehicle that is performed based on received key information.
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