
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
72

3 
14

3
A

1
*EP003723143A1*

(11) EP 3 723 143 A1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
14.10.2020 Bulletin 2020/42

(21) Application number: 19168451.3

(22) Date of filing: 10.04.2019

(51) Int Cl.:
H01L 31/107 (2006.01) H01L 31/02 (2006.01)

H01L 31/0352 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
KH MA MD TN

(71) Applicant: STMicroelectronics (Research & 
Development) 
Limited
Buckinghamshire SL7 1EY (GB)

(72) Inventor: MOORE, John Kevin
Edinburgh, EH13 0QF (GB)

(74) Representative: Smith, Gary John
Page White & Farrer 
Bedford House 
John Street
London, WC1N  2BF (GB)

(54) PHOTODIODE WITH SENSITIVITY CONTROL USING A FURTHER DEPLETION REGION

(57) A diode, comprising: a first doped structure,
doped with a first type of material and forming at least
part of an isolation structure for the diode; at least one
contact structure located within the first doped structure,
the at least one contact structure forming one of the cath-
ode or anode of the diode; a second doped structure,
doped with a second type of material, and forming at least
one depletion region or PN junction with the first doped
structure; at least one second contact structure located

within the first doped structure, the at least one second
contact structure forming the other of the anode or the
cathode of the diode; at least one further contact struc-
ture, doped with the first type of material, the at least one
further contact structure forming at least one further de-
pletion region or further PN junction, such that the at least
one further depletion region is configured to steer charge
from the at least one depletion region and thus decrease
the sensitivity of the diode.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a photodiode
(in particular an avalanche photodiode, for example a
single photon avalanche diode) with sensitivity control
using a further depletion region and a method of manu-
facturing a photodiode.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A photodiode is a PN semiconductor device ca-
pable of detecting light. A photon impinging on a detection
region (such as within the depletion region of the PN junc-
tion) generate an electron and hole pair via the photoe-
lectric effect. The PN junction is reverse-biased with a
voltage magnitude such that when the electron/hole car-
riers are generated, the electric field applied across the
detection region causes the carriers to be accelerated to
the anode and cathode of the diode which generates a
current. The current generated by the diode is propor-
tional to the number of photons generating the electron-
hole pairs.
[0003] An avalanche diode and specifically a single
photon avalanche diode (SPAD) is a photodiode with a
PN junction which is reverse biased at a voltage exceed-
ing a breakdown voltage. A carrier generated by a single
photon is accelerated to a relatively high velocity accord-
ing to the strength and direction of the applied electric
field. If the kinetic energy of the accelerated carriers is
sufficient, additional carriers will be generated from the
semiconductor lattice, which are in turn accelerated by
the field, and may liberate further carriers in an exponen-
tially increasing fashion. Thus, when a sufficiently high
electric field is applied across the detection region (cre-
ated by the voltage exceeding the breakdown voltage),
a single impinging photon may generate an avalanche
of carriers, resulting in an output current ’pulse’, where
the current output is proportional to the number of pho-
tons detected. The SPAD may be quenched allowing the
PN junction to be reset to detect further photons.

SUMMARY

[0004] According to one aspect, there is provided a
diode, comprising: a first doped structure, doped with a
first type of material and forming at least part of an iso-
lation structure for the diode; at least one contact struc-
ture located within the first doped structure, the at least
one contact structure forming one of the cathode or an-
ode of the diode; a second doped structure, doped with
a second type of material, and forming at least one de-
pletion region or PN junction with the first doped structure;
at least one second contact structure located within the
first doped structure, the at least one second contact
structure forming the other of the anode or the cathode
of the diode; at least one further contact structure, doped

with the first type of material, the at least one further con-
tact structure forming at least one further depletion region
or further PN junction, such that the at least one further
depletion region is configured to steer charge from the
at least one depletion region and thus decrease the sen-
sitivity of the diode.
[0005] The first doped structure may comprise: a first
type of material doped well forming a peripheral well of
the diode; and a first type of material doped isolation
structure, wherein the first type of material doped well
forming a peripheral well of the diode and the first type
of material doped isolation structure may at least partially
overlap and may form the isolation structure for the diode.
[0006] The first type of material doped isolation struc-
ture and the second doped structure may form a first
depletion region configured to enable the diode to oper-
ate as at least one of: an avalanche diode; and a single
photon avalanche diode.
[0007] The at least one further contact structure may
be located physically between the at least one contact
structure and the at least one second contact structure
depletion region contact structure.
[0008] The at least one second contact structure de-
pletion region contact structure may be located physically
between the at least one contact structure and the at
least one further contact structure.
[0009] The at least one contact structure may be cou-
pled to a first voltage, the first voltage such that the at
least one depletion region or PN junction may be reverse
biased above a breakdown voltage such that the diode
may be configured to operate as an avalanche diode,
wherein the at least one second contact structure located
within the first doped structure may be coupled to a first
avalanche diode readout output.
[0010] The at least one further contact structure may
be selectively coupled to a regulated voltage, such that
the at least one further depletion region or PN junction
may be reverse biased below the breakdown voltage.
[0011] The at least one further contact structure may
be selectively coupled to a photodiode readout output.
[0012] The first type of material may be an n-type do-
pant and the second type of material may be a p-type
dopant.
[0013] According to a second aspect there is provided
a method for operating a diode, the method comprising:
forming at least part of an isolation structure for the diode
with a first doped structure, doped with a first type of
material; forming one of a cathode or anode of the diode
with at least one contact structure located within the first
doped structure; forming at least one depletion region or
PN junction with the first doped structure with a second
doped structure, doped with a second type of material;
forming the other of the anode or the cathode of the diode
using at least one second contact structure located within
the first doped structure; and forming at least one further
depletion region or further PN junction between at least
one further contact structure doped with the first type of
material and the second doped structure, such that the
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at least one further depletion region is configured to steer
charge from the at least one depletion region and thus
decrease the sensitivity of the diode.
[0014] Forming at least part of an isolation structure
for the diode with a first doped structure, doped with a
first type of material may further comprise: forming a pe-
ripheral doped well of the diode with the first type of ma-
terial; and forming a doped isolation structure with the
first type of material, wherein the peripheral well of the
diode and the doped isolation structure at least partially
overlap and form the isolation structure for the diode.
[0015] The doped isolation structure and the second
doped structure may form a first depletion region oper-
ating as at least one of: an avalanche diode; and a single
photon avalanche diode.
[0016] The method may comprise locating the at least
one further contact structure physically between the at
least one contact structure and the at least one second
contact structure depletion region contact structure.
[0017] The method may comprise locating the at least
one second contact structure depletion region contact
structure between the at least one contact structure and
the at least one further contact structure.
[0018] The method may further comprise: coupling the
at least one contact structure to a first voltage in order to
reverse bias the at least one depletion region or PN junc-
tion above a breakdown voltage such that the diode is
configured to operate as an avalanche diode; and cou-
pling the at least one second contact structure located
within the first doped structure to a first avalanche diode
readout output.
[0019] The method may further comprise selectively
coupling the at least one further contact structure to a
regulated voltage, such that the at least one further de-
pletion region or PN junction may be reverse biased be-
low the breakdown voltage.
[0020] The method may further comprise selectively
coupling the at least one further contact structure to a
photodiode readout output.
[0021] The first type of material may be an n-type do-
pant and the second type of material may be a p-type
dopant.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0022] Reference will now be made, by way of example
only, to the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic view of an example of a
SPAD;
Figure 2 is a schematic view of a first example of a
SPAD according to some embodiments;
Figure 3 is a schematic view of a second example
of a SPAD according to some embodiments;
Figure 4 is a schematic view of a second example
of a SPAD with a further connection arrangement
according to some embodiments;
Figure 5 is a schematic view of a second example

of a SPAD with a switched readout arrangement ac-
cording to some embodiments;
Figure 6 is a schematic view of a potential fields
through a slice of the example SPADs shown in Fig-
ures 2 to 5 according to some embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0023] A diode is an electrical device allowing current
to move through it in one direction with far greater ease
than in the other. The most common kind of diode in
modern circuit design is the semiconductor diode and is
based on a PN junction.
[0024] A PN junction includes a P region (i.e. region
doped with a P dopant) and an N region (i.e. region doped
with an N dopant type). The N region contains electrons
in excess while the P region contains holes in excess.
When the PN junction is formed holes are naturally dif-
fused from the P region to the N region and recombined
with electrons. Likewise, electrons are naturally diffused
from the N region to the P region and are recombined
with holes. In this way, a depletion region with pairs of
recombined holes and electrons is formed at the interface
(i.e. the junction) of the P region and the N region.
[0025] The diffusion of holes from the P region leaves
negative acceptor ions in the P region. While the diffusion
of electrons from the N region leaves positive donor ions
in the N region. This creates a depletion region electric
field that provides a force opposing the continued diffu-
sion of holes and electrons. When the depletion region
electric field is sufficiently high the diffusion of holes and
electrons is interrupted and the depletion region reaches
an equilibrium.
[0026] The width of the depletion region depends on
the concentration of holes in the P region, the concen-
tration of electrons in the N region and a voltage supply
applied to the PN junction.
[0027] When the voltage supply is a forward bias volt-
age supply, the P region is connected with a positive
terminal of the voltage supply and the N region is con-
nected with a negative terminal of the voltage supply. In
this way, the holes in the P region and the electrons in
the N region are pushed toward the interface of the P
region and the N region. The width of the depletion region
decreases.
[0028] When the voltage supply is a reverse bias volt-
age supply, the P region is connected with a negative
terminal of the voltage supply and the N region is con-
nected with a positive terminal of the voltage supply. In
this way, the holes in the P region and the electrons in
the N region are pushed away from the interface of the
P region and the N region. The width of the depletion
region increases.
[0029] The width of the depletion region increases with
the increase in reverse bias voltage supply up to a volt-
age. If the reverse bias voltage supply is increased be-
yond that voltage, the junction breaks down and allows
a reverse current. At this point, a small increase in the
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voltage will rapidly increase the reverse current. The volt-
age at which the PN junction breaks down occurs is
known as the "breakdown voltage".
[0030] The depletion region breakdown may be
caused by two mechanisms: zener breakdown and ava-
lanche breakdown.
[0031] In avalanche breakdown, when the reverse volt-
age supply exceeds the breakdown voltage, electrons
diffused in the depletion region are accelerated. The elec-
trons collide with atoms and free bound electrons. Some
of these electrons recombine with holes. Others are ac-
celerated in the depletion region, collide with atoms and
free further bound electrons, and so on. Likewise, holes
diffused in the depletion region area are accelerated in
the opposite direction and initiate a similar process. In
this way, a self-sustaining avalanche is created and the
reverse current increases.
[0032] An avalanche diode, such as a single photon
avalanche detectors (SPAD), follows the above principle.
The PN junction is reverse biased at a voltage exceeding
the breakdown voltage. When a photon with sufficient
energy is absorbed, a bound electron is freed in the de-
pletion region. The electron is accelerated, collide with
atoms and frees further bound electrons. Some of these
electrons recombine with holes. Others are accelerated,
collide with atoms and free further bound electron, and
so on.
[0033] Figure 1 shows a schematic view of an example
avalanche diode 101, for example a single photon ava-
lanche diode (SPAD). The avalanche diode 101 may typ-
ically be integrated in a system such as an imaging sen-
sor. Figures 1 to 5 show a slice through example diode
structures. In some embodiments the structure is rota-
tionally symmetrical, in other words the diode structures
are rings which form a cylindrical diode. However in some
embodiments the diode structure may be any suitable
shape, including square, rectangular or irregular. Fur-
thermore in the examples shown in Figures 1 to 5 show
a N doped isolation structure, however in some embod-
iments the diode is formed using a P doped isolation
structure.
[0034] The avalanche diode 101 comprises a N- doped
isolation region (N-Iso) 111 which forms the ’floor’ of the
diode (or is below the diode). The avalanche diode fur-
thermore comprises an outermost N- doped ring (N-well)
113. The combination of the N-Iso and N-well complete
an isolation region for the diode. Within the N- doped ring
113 is a N+ doped (N+) contact region 107 which forms
the contact region for the cathode and which is coupled
to a high potential VHV 103. Within the region formed by
the N-Iso 111 and N-well 113 is the P- doped well (P-
well) region 115. Within the P-well 115 is the P+ doped
contact region (P+) 109 which forms the contact region
for the anode 105.
[0035] The PN junction is represented by the diodes
117 between the P-well 115 and N-Iso 111 and the diodes
between the P-well 115 and the N-well 113. The PN junc-
tion comprises a depletion region (also known as deple-

tion layer or depletion zone) that is naturally formed at
the interface (i.e. junction) of the P-well 115 and N-Iso
111 and the interface (i.e. junction) of the P-well 115 and
N-well 113 as described above.
[0036] In very high light conditions (which may be
caused by ambient light or returning light reflected from
a target), SPADs can become saturated or experience
pile-up. Saturation can be caused by the photons arriving
too quickly after an avalanche event and before the SPAD
has fully reset (the photon density causing the diode to
operate as a photodiode) and thus causing an increased
current consumption. Additionally a pile-up effect can be
caused by photons arriving too quickly after an avalanche
event and being missed (or a later output pulse effectively
being masked by an earlier readout circuitry output
pulse). This can have the effect of distortion of timing
information output. Saturation and pile-up effects can be
reduced by reducing the SPAD sensitivity in high light
conditions.
[0037] It has be proposed to cover at least partially the
SPAD with metal in order to reduce SPAD sensitivity
(Photon Detection Probability). This metal cover reduces
the amount of light which falls on the SPAD and is known
as aperturing. Aperturing has the disadvantage of reduc-
ing the sensitivity in low light scenarios and furthermore
is not flexible and cannot be adapted to adjust between
low light and high light sensitivity.
[0038] A further known approach to reduce SPAD sen-
sitivity is to modulate the voltage across a SPAD. Al-
though providing the ability to alter the sensitivity, mod-
ulating the voltage across the SPAD has a very limited
effect on SPAD PDP and as such can be only used in
for a limited range of light levels.
[0039] The concept as discussed with respect to the
examples and embodiments as shown herein in further
detail is the implementation of additional contact regions
within the diode. The additional contact regions are con-
figured to generate additional depletion regions within
the diode structure. The additional depletion regions are
configured to steer charge out from the main well of the
diode (which in the examples shown in Figures 2 to 5 is
the P-well). The effect of steering charge out of the main
or central well effectively reduces the number of carriers
which may cause the avalanche at the SPAD junction.
[0040] For example Figure 2 shows a schematic view
of a first example avalanche diode 201.
[0041] The avalanche diode 201 comprises a similar
N-doped arrangement such as shown in Figure 1, the N
doped isolation region (N-Iso) 111 which is below the
diode, and a N doped ring (Nwell) 113 complete the iso-
lation region for the diode. Within the N doped ring 113
is a N+ doped (N+) contact region 107 which forms the
contact region for the cathode and which is coupled to a
high potential VHV 103. Within the isolation region
formed by the N doped isolation region (N-Iso) 111 and
N doped ring (Nwell) 113 is the P doped well (P-well)
region 115. Within the P doped well region is the P+
doped region (P+) 109 which forms the contact region
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for the anode.
[0042] The PN junction is represented by the diodes
117 between the P-well 115 and N-Iso 111 and the diodes
between the P-well 115 and the N-well 113. The PN junc-
tion comprises a depletion region (also known as deple-
tion layer or depletion zone) that is naturally formed at
the interface (i.e. junction) of the P-well 115 and the N-
Iso 111 and N-well 113 as described above.
[0043] Additionally the diode comprises a N+ contact
region (or ring) 203 which is located between the N+ con-
tact 107 forming the cathode and the P+ contact 109
forming the anode. The further N+ doped contact region
203 can be coupled to a regulated supply voltage (for
example AVDD) 207 via at least one switch 211. The at
least one switch 211 can be controlled by a PDP reduce
selection signal (SEL_REDUCE_PDP) 213 which is con-
figured to selectively couple the N+ doped contact region
to the regulated supply voltage. When the further N+ con-
tact region 205 is coupled to the regulated supply voltage
207 then the N+ contact region and the P-well interface
generates additional depletion regions as shown by the
diodes 205. As discussed above these additional deple-
tion regions are configured to steer charge out from the
main well (P-well) of the diode to the regulated supply
voltage and thus reduce the sensitivity (PDP) of the diode
as this reduces the number of carriers which cause av-
alanche at the SPAD junction.
[0044] In other words with the at least one switch 211
to the N+ region 203 closed, these terminals 203 are
connected to a high voltage >=V(SPADOFF) 207 and
the further associated diodes 205 operate as photodi-
odes, removing charge from the P-well 215 and reducing
SPAD sensitivity and therefore VHV load current.
[0045] With the at least one switch 211 to the N+ region
203 open, there is no electrical path from the regulated
(high) voltage 207 to the SPAD and the SPAD operates
as normal.
[0046] When electrically connected, the additional di-
odes operate in a similar manner to the reverse biased
diodes from the P-well 115 to N-well 113 in reducing the
performance of the SPAD.
[0047] With respect to Figure 3 a further example is
shown schematically of an avalanche diode 301.
[0048] The avalanche diode 301 comprises a similar
doped arrangement such as shown in Figures 1 and 2.
The N- doped isolation region (N-Iso) 111 is below the
diode, and a N- doped ring (N-well) 113 complete the
isolation region for the diode. The N- doped ring 113 con-
nects to a N+ doped (N+) contact region or ring 107 which
forms the contact region for the cathode and which is
coupled to a high potential VHV 103. Within the isolation
region formed by the N- doped isolation region (N-Iso)
111 and N- doped ring (Nwell) 113 is the P- doped well
(P-well) region 115.
[0049] Within the P- doped well region is a P+ doped
region or ring (P+) 309 which forms the contact region
for the anode and which is electrically connected to the
SPAD readout circuitry 315. The P+ doped region or ring

(P+) 309 which forms the contact region is a ring within
the N- doped ring (Nwell) 113.
[0050] The PN junction is represented by the diodes
117 between the P-well 115 and N-Iso 111 (which form
the SPAD junction 121) and the diodes between the P-
well 115 and the N-well 113 (which operate as photodi-
odes). The PN junction comprises a depletion region (al-
so known as depletion layer or depletion zone) that is
naturally formed at the interface (i.e. junction) of the P-
well 115 and the N-Iso 111 and N-well 113 as described
above.
[0051] Additionally the diode comprises a ’further’ N+
doped (N+) contact region 303 which is located within
the rings of the P+ doped region or ring (P+) 309 and the
N-doped ring (N-well) 113. The further N+ doped contact
region 303 can be coupled to a regulated supply voltage
(for example AVDD) 307 (and may be connected via at
least one switch). The further N+ doped contact region
303 and the diode 305 can thus be selectively coupled
to the regulated supply voltage and configured to steer
charge out from the main well (P-well) of the diode to the
regulated supply voltage and thus reduce the sensitivity
(PDP) of the diode as this reduces the number of carriers
which cause avalanche at the SPAD junction.
[0052] With respect to Figure 4 a further example is
shown schematically of an avalanche diode 401. The av-
alanche diode as shown in Figure 4 differs from the diode
301 as shown in Figure 3 in that within the P+ doped
contact region or ring (P+) 309 which forms the contact
region for the anode and the N+ doped (N+) contact re-
gion 303 are both coupled to the SPAD readout circuitry
315.
[0053] In other words Figure 3 shows an example
wherein the diode 301 is being operated in a low sensi-
tivity mode and Figure 4 shows the same example diode
401 where the diode 401 is being operated in a high sen-
sitivity mode.
[0054] With respect to Figure 5 a further example is
shown schematically of another avalanche diode 501.
[0055] The avalanche diode 501 comprises a similar
doped arrangement such as shown in earlier Figures 3
and 4. The difference between this example and the ex-
amples shown in Figures 3 and 4 is the P+ doped region
or ring (P+) 309 which forms the contact region for the
anode and N-doped (N+) contact region 303. In this ex-
ample the P+ doped region or ring (P+) 309 is coupled
to the SPAD readout circuitry 515. The further N+ doped
contact region 303 is coupled to a reference voltage (for
example ground) via a capacitor 541 and to a photodiode
(PD) readout 531. The further N+ doped contact region
303 can also be selectively coupled via at least one switch
551 to the regulated supply voltage 561 (for example
AVDD). The control for the at least one switch 551 may
be a reset signal 521. When the reset signal couples the
regulated supply voltage 561 to the further N+ doped
contact region 305 then the further junction between the
N+ doped contact region and the P-well steers the charge
out from the main well of the diode to the regulated supply
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voltage and thus reduces the sensitivity (PDP) of the di-
ode as this reduces the number of carriers which cause
avalanche at the SPAD junction. When the reset signal
does not couple the regulated supply 561 to the further
N+ doped contact region 303 then the junction between
the further N+ doped contact region and the P-well junc-
tion operates as a photodiode and permits the outputting
of a photodiode current out to the photodiode readout
531.
[0056] The potential effect of coupling the further con-
tacts to the regulated supply is shown in Figure 6. The
potential profile on the right 603 shows the example
where the further contact regions where the voltage of
the anode is the same of the further contact. In this ex-
ample the potential is shown between the N-Iso 111 and
P-well 115 junction forming the SPAD depletion region
611 as represented by diode 117.
[0057] The potential profile on the left 601 shows the
example where the further contact regions where the volt-
age of the anode is less than the further contact. In this
example the potential is shown between the N-Iso 111
and P-well 115 junction forming the SPAD depletion re-
gion 611 as represented by diode 117 and a potential
between the P-well 115 and the further contact N+
203/303 which forms the photodiode depletion region
621 as represented by diodes 205/305.
[0058] Although the examples are shown in this exam-
ple as N doped isolation diodes it is understood that some
embodiments may implement similar examples using P
doped isolation diodes.
[0059] Various embodiments with different variations
have been described here above. It should be noted that
those skilled in the art may combine various elements of
these various embodiments and variations. For example,
areas of the N dopant type could be swapped for areas
of the P dopant type and vice versa.
[0060] Such alterations, modifications, and improve-
ments are intended to be part of this disclosure, and are
intended to be within the scope of the claims. Accordingly,
the foregoing description is by way of example only and
is not intended to be limiting. The invention is limited only
as defined in the claims and the equivalents thereto.

Claims

1. A diode, comprising:

a first doped structure, doped with a first type of
material and forming at least part of an isolation
structure for the diode;
at least one contact structure located within the
first doped structure, the at least one contact
structure forming one of the cathode or anode
of the diode;
a second doped structure, doped with a second
type of material, and forming at least one deple-
tion region or PN junction with the first doped

structure;
at least one second contact structure located
within the first doped structure, the at least one
second contact structure forming the other of
the anode or the cathode of the diode;
at least one further contact structure, doped with
the first type of material, the at least one further
contact structure forming at least one further de-
pletion region or further PN junction, such that
the at least one further depletion region is con-
figured to steer charge from the at least one de-
pletion region and thus decrease the sensitivity
of the diode.

2. The diode as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first
doped structure comprises:

a first type of material doped well forming a pe-
ripheral well of the diode; and
a first type of material doped isolation structure,
wherein the first type of material doped well
forming a peripheral well of the diode and the
first type of material doped isolation structure at
least partially overlap and form the isolation
structure for the diode.

3. The diode as claimed in claim 2, wherein the first
type of material doped isolation structure and the
second doped structure form a first depletion region
configured to enable the diode to operate as at least
one of:

an avalanche diode; and
a single photon avalanche diode.

4. The diode as claimed in any of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the at least one further contact structure is located
physically between the at least one contact structure
and the at least one second contact structure deple-
tion region contact structure.

5. The diode as claimed in any of claims 1 to 3, wherein
the at least one second contact structure depletion
region contact structure is located physically be-
tween the at least one contact structure and the at
least one further contact structure.

6. The diode as claimed in any of claims 1 to 5, wherein
the at least one contact structure is coupled to a first
voltage, the first voltage such that the at least one
depletion region or PN junction is reverse biased
above a breakdown voltage such that the diode is
configured to operate as an avalanche diode, where-
in the at least one second contact structure located
within the first doped structure is coupled to a first
avalanche diode readout output.

7. The diode as claimed in claim 6, wherein the at least
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one further contact structure is selectively coupled
to a regulated voltage, such that the at least one
further depletion region or PN junction is reverse bi-
ased below the breakdown voltage.

8. The diode as claimed in any of claims 1 to 7, wherein
the at least one further contact structure is selectively
coupled to a photodiode readout output.

9. The diode as claimed in any of claims 1 to 8, wherein
the first type of material is an n-type dopant and the
second type of material is a p-type dopant.

10. A method for operating a diode, the method com-
prising:

forming at least part of an isolation structure for
the diode with a first doped structure, doped with
a first type of material;
forming one of a cathode or anode of the diode
with at least one contact structure located within
the first doped structure;
forming at least one depletion region or PN junc-
tion with the first doped structure with a second
doped structure, doped with a second type of
material;
forming the other of the anode or the cathode of
the diode using at least one second contact
structure located within the first doped structure;
and
forming at least one further depletion region or
further PN junction between at least one further
contact structure doped with the first type of ma-
terial and the second doped structure, such that
the at least one further depletion region is con-
figured to steer charge from the at least one de-
pletion region and thus decrease the sensitivity
of the diode.

11. The method as claimed in claim 10, wherein forming
at least part of an isolation structure for the diode
with a first doped structure, doped with a first type
of material further comprises:

forming a peripheral doped well of the diode with
the first type of material; and
forming a doped isolation structure with the first
type of material, wherein the peripheral well of
the diode and the doped isolation structure at
least partially overlap and form the isolation
structure for the diode.

12. The method as claimed in any of claims 10 to 11,
further comprising:

coupling the at least one contact structure to a
first voltage in order to reverse bias the at least
one depletion region or PN junction above a

breakdown voltage such that the diode is con-
figured to operate as an avalanche diode; and
coupling the at least one second contact struc-
ture located within the first doped structure to a
first avalanche diode readout output.

13. The method as claimed in claim 12, further compris-
ing selectively coupling the at least one further con-
tact structure to a regulated voltage, such that the at
least one further depletion region or PN junction is
reverse biased below the breakdown voltage.

14. The method as claimed in any of claims 10 to 13,
further comprising selectively coupling the at least
one further contact structure to a photodiode readout
output.

15. The method as claimed in any of claims 10 to 14,
wherein the first type of material is an n-type dopant
and the second type of material is a p-type dopant.
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