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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The invention relates to a process for the production of a cementious material. The invention also relates to a
particulate healing agent for a cementious material, as well as to a process for the production thereof. Further, the
invention relates to a cementious based construction that can be made from the cementious material according to the
invention.

Background of the invention

[0002] Autogenously crack-healing of concrete has been recognized in the art. Mainly micro-cracks with widths typically
in the range of 0.05 to 0.1 mm have been observed to become completely sealed particularly under repetitive dry/wet
cycles. The mechanism of this autogenously healing is mainly due to secondary hydration of non- or partially reacted
cement particles present in the concrete matrix. Due to capillary forces water is repeatedly drawn into micro cracks
under changing wet and dry cycles, resulting in expansion of hydrated cement particles due to the formation of calcium
silicate hydrates and calcium hydroxide (Portlandite). These reaction products are able to completely seal cracks provided
that crack widths are small. Larger sized cracks can only be partially filled due to the usually limited amount of non-
reacted cement particles present. In the latter case healing activity is insufficient as it results only in the formation of a
thin layer of hydration products on the crack surface. Besides secondary hydration, also the process of carbonation can
contribute to the crack-sealing capacity of commonly applied concrete. This reaction is also expansive, as ingress
atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) reacts with calcium hydroxide (Portlandite) particles present in the concrete matrix
to yield various calcium carbonate minerals such as calcite, aragonite and vaterite.
[0003] From a durability perspective, rapid sealing of particularly freshly formed surface cracks is important as this
process can substantially delay the ingress of water and other aggressive chemicals into the concrete matrix and thus
prevent early material degradation. Several chemicals such as sulphate, chloride and acids are known to dramatically
increase concrete matrix degradation and corrosion of embedded steel reinforcement causing a serious threat to the
materials performance and durability. One possibility to improve the self-healing capacity of cementious materials is by
decreasing the water/cement ratio of the original mixture. A substantial increase in the relative amount of cement or
binder in the mixture results in formation of a self-healing buffer, i.e. the presence of a significant amount of non- or only
partially reacted binder particles present in the material matrix. Typical examples of such low water to binder ratio types
of concrete are high strength or high performance concretes. As recent studies have shown, such concretes do indeed
possess a superior crack-sealing capacity compared to ordinary concretes characterized by higher water to cement
ratio’s.
[0004] However, from an environmental viewpoint the latter concrete types (i.e. ordinary types) are preferred as less
cement per concrete volume is used. The lower the amount of cement in concrete the lower the environmental pressure
in terms of atmospheric CO2 emissions. Although high strength concrete allows building of more slender structures than
ordinary concrete and thus need less concrete volume, the total amount of cement used is still significantly higher due
to the inherent high percentage of non- or partially hydrated cement particles in the material matrix. The development
of a self-healing mechanism in concrete that is based on a potentially cheaper and more sustainable material than
cement could thus be beneficial for both economy and environment.
[0005] Although bacteria, and particularly acid-producing bacteria, have been traditionally considered as harmful or-
ganisms for concrete, recent research has shown that specific species such as ureolytic and other types of calcite-
producing bacteria can actually be useful as a tool to repair surface cracks in concrete. In some studies bacteria were
externally and manually applied on the concrete surface. Species from the Bacillus group appear promising intrinsic
agents as their spores, specialized thick-walled dormant cells, have been shown to be viable for over 200 years under
dry conditions. Such bacteria would comprise one of the two components for the envisioned autogenous healing system.
[0006] For crack repair filler material is needed, and bacteria can produce that by metabolic conversion of a suitable
organic component. The nature of metabolically produced filler material could be bio-minerals such as calcite. These
calcium carbonate based minerals are relatively dense and can block cracks, and thus hamper ingress of water efficiently,
as was previously demonstrated.
[0007] One particular challenge in the development of self healing materials is the need to incorporate sufficient healing
agent in the material matrix. As the healing capacity, i.e. the volume of cracks that can potentially be filled may directly
be related to the amount of precursor material present, a substantial volume of the material needs to be reserved in
order to obtain a significant healing potential. While the matrix-incorporated bacteria function as catalyst and therefore
need only a limited volume, it is typically the mineral precursor compound, the second component of the healing system,
which will occupy a substantial volume when a significant healing capacity is needed. Particularly for larger cracks to
become completely sealed, bulky internal reservoirs or alternatively an intrinsic transportation mechanism is needed. In
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concrete the latter could be provided by the water-filled continuous capillary pore system which is usually present. The
mineral precursor compound could be present in dissolved state in the matrix pore water without affecting strength
properties of the material what presumably occurs when specific internal healing agent containing reservoirs are needed.
In any case however, incorporated bacteria and the mineral precursor compound should compromise concrete strength
properties only to an acceptable extend.
[0008] WO2009093898 (EP2082999) describes a healing agent in cement-based materials and structures, wherein
said healing agent comprises organic compounds and/or bacteria-loaded porous particles, which porous particles com-
prise expanded clay- or sintered fly ash. Furthermore, said porous particles are intact spheres, broken or crushed particles
derived from said intact spheres, having a specific density between 0.4 and 2 g cm-3. WO2009093898 also describes
a process for the preparation of the healing agent.
[0009] Jonkers et al. describe in Ecological Engineering 36 (2010) 230-235 an investigation to the potential of bacteria
to act as self-healing agent in concrete, i.e. their ability to repair occurring cracks. A specific group of alkali-resistant
spore-forming bacteria related to the genus Bacillus was selected for this purpose. Bacterial spores directly added to
the cement paste mixture remained viable for a period up to 4 months.
[0010] Further, Jonkers et al. describe in Concrete Repair, Rehabilitation and Retrofitting II, Alexander et al. (eds)
2009, Taylor & Francis Group, London, ISBN 978-0-415-46850-3 the development of a two-component self-healing
system which is composed of bacteria which catalyse the metabolic conversion of organic compounds to calcite. Both
components were mixed with the fresh cement paste, thus becoming an integral part of the concrete. Experimental
results seemed to show that ingress water channel through freshly formed cracks activate present bacteria which through
metabolic conversion of organic mineral-precursors compounds produce copious amounts of calcite.

Summary of the invention

[0011] Healing agents for autonomous repair of damaged concrete have to be incorporated in the material matrix and
should therefore be compatible not only with the final material (i.e. hardened concrete, or hardened mortar) but also with
the initial liquid mixture. The amount of healing agent added relates to the healing capacity (the more healing agent
added, the higher the healing capacity). However, larger volumes of healing agent usually negatively affect other material
properties such as workability of the liquid mixture and strength of the final product (hardened concrete, or hardened
mortar). It appeared that with prior art solutions the concrete provided might only be used in non-constructing applications,
such as intermediate walls, and not in constructions that should be able to bear other part of the constructions. This
seemed due to the fact that the amount of healing agent in the cementious mixture to be effective, had to be too high
to provide strong constructions. Thus, healing agents of the art led to concrete that could not easily be used in (high-)
strength concrete applications.
[0012] Hence, it is an aspect of the invention to provide an alternative healing agent, as well as to a process for the
production thereof, and also to a process for the production of a cementious based construction, which preferably further
at least partly obviate one or more of above-described drawbacks.
[0013] The present invention solves these problems, as (substantially leakage-proof) tablets containing the actual
healing agent may neither interfere with either the workability of the liquid mixture ("cementious material") nor negatively
affect properties of either mixture or final material (hardened concrete or hardened mortar), even when applied in large
quantities. This invention is a major improvement of the currently applied system (healing agent directly added to the
concrete mixture, or immobilization in porous aggregates) as it allows application of higher quantities of healing agent
(improving healing capacity) as well as improvement of workability of the concrete mixture and improvement of other
concrete features such as strength.
[0014] Moreover, the production of healing agent-containing tablets may be technically easier and cheaper than the
production of healing agent-filled porous aggregates (such as described in WO2009093898). A further major advantage
may be that the chemical composition of the tablet-encapsulated healing agent can be much more variable as chemical
compatibility with either liquid concrete mixture or final product (hardened concrete) is less critical when the tablet-coating
consists of leakage-proof material.
[0015] Hence, in a first aspect, the invention provides a process for the production of a cementious material, the
process comprising mixing cement starting materials and a particulate healing agent to provide the cementious material,
wherein the healing agent comprises coated particles, wherein the coated particles comprise bacterial material and
additive as defined in claim 1. The coating may protect the particle during the process for the production of the cementious
based material, but when in the cementious based construction cracks are formed (during hardening), the particles may
also break/crack. In this way, healing agent is released and can at least partly heal the crack.
[0016] Herein, the term "cementious material" relates to materials, especially in a non-hardened state, that comprise
cement and that can be used to make constructions. Cement is a known binder to make constructions, such as walls,
houses, department houses, bridges, viaducts, etc. The cementious material may especially be mortar or concrete.
Mortar is a workable paste used to bind construction blocks together and fill the gaps between them. Concrete is a
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construction material composed of cement (commonly Portland cement) as well as other materials such as fly ash and
slag cement, aggregate (generally a coarse aggregate such as gravel, limestone, or granite, plus a fine aggregate such
as sand), water, and chemical admixtures. Hence, the term "cementious material" especially relates to pastelike or
flowable material that is used in constructions as mortar or concrete. Hence, the term "cement starting materials" especially
relates to cement, water, and other (conventional) additives that are used to make cementious material (such as mortar
or concrete) that can be used for construction, such as mortar or concrete.
[0017] The healing agent, when incorporated in concrete or other cement-based materials, may perform autonomous
repair of cracks formed in the material when activated by water. The agent comprises the bacterial material and also an
additive. The bacteria are especially provided in dried (powder) form and can especially be either lyophilized vegetative
cells or dried bacterial spores. Hence, the bacterial material is selected from the group consisting of a bacterium, a
lyophilized bacterium and a bacterial spore of a bacterium.
[0018] The term "bacterial material" may also refer to a combination of bacterial materials, such as a combination of
two or more of the bacterium, the lyophilized bacterium and the bacterial spore of a bacterium. The term "bacterial
material" may alternatively or additionally also refer to a combination of different types of bacteria, such as two or more
of Planococcus, Bacillus and Sporosarcina, or such as a combination of an anaerobic bacterium and an aerobic bacterium.
[0019] Further, the healing agent comprises an additive. The additive may comprise one or more organic and/or
calcium-containing compounds which can be metabolically converted by active bacteria in an alkaline environment to
bio-minerals such as calcium carbonate or calcium phosphate. The organic and/or calcium-containing compounds may
produce, after metabolic conversion by bacteria in an alkaline environment, phosphate and/or carbonate ions, and
calcium ions, which form substantially water insoluble precipitates such as calcium carbonate based minerals (like calcite,
aragonite, vaterite) and/or calcium phosphate based minerals (e.g. apatite). Examples of organic and/or calcium-con-
taining compounds are organic calcium salts, such as calcium formate, calcium acetate, calcium lactate, calcium glu-
conate, a carbohydrate, a fatty acid, a amino acid, a lactate, a maleate, a formate, a sugar, a pyruvate and an organic
phosphate containing compounds, such as a phytate. The calcium-based precursors are herein also indicated as "bi-
omineral precursor" or "calcium biomineral precursor".
[0020] The additive comprises a bacterial growth factor, such a selected from the group consisting of a yeast extract,
a peptone, an aspartate, a glutamate and trace elements. The bacterial growth factor comprises trace elements and
one or more selected from the group consisting of a yeast extract, a peptone, an aspartate, and a glutamate. The trace
element especially comprises one or more elements selected from the group comprising Zn, Co, Cu, Fe, Mn, Ni, B, P
and Mo.
[0021] The additive comprises one or more compounds selected from the group consisting of an organic compound,
preferably selected from the group consisting a yeast extract, a peptone, a carbohydrate, a fatty acid, an amino acid, a
lactate, a glutamate, an aspartate, a glutamate, a maleate, a formate, a sugar and a pyruvate.
[0022] Therefore, the additive comprises (1) one or more compounds selected from the group consisting of calcium
formate, calcium acetate, calcium lactate, calcium gluconate, a carbohydrate, a fatty acid, a amino acid, a lactate, a
maleate, a formate, a sugar, a pyruvate and a phytate and (2) a bacterial growth factor, preferably selected from the
group consisting of a yeast extract, a peptone, an aspartate, a glutamate and trace elements. Preferably, the additive
comprises a calcium compound and an organic compound (such as, a carbohydrate, a fatty acid, a amino acid, a lactate,
a maleate, a formate, a sugar, and a pyruvate), as well as trace elements and one or more of a yeast extract, a peptone,
an aspartate, and a glutamate. Instead of or in addition to the organic compound, the additive may also comprise a
phytate. In an especially preferred embodiment, the additive comprises (a) a calcium compound, (b) one or more of an
organic compound and a phosphor compound (such as phytate), (c) trace elements and (d) one or more of a yeast
extract, a peptone, an aspartate, and a glutamate. The additive may herein also be indicated as bacterial metabolism
additive, i.e. an additive that is used in the metabolism or assists in the metabolism.
[0023] Hence, in an embodiment, the bacterium is selected from the group consisting of bacteria that can form a
phosphate or a carbonate precipitate in an alkaline medium (such as calcium carbonate or a calcium phosphate based
mineral, like apatite). Further, in an embodiment the additive comprises a calcium compound, especially one or more
selected from the group comprising calcium formate, calcium acetate, calcium lactate, and calcium gluconate.
[0024] In an embodiment, the bacterium is selected from the group consisting of aerobic bacteria. An advantage of
using aerobic bacteria may be that healing agents comprising bacterial material of aerobic bacteria may be used in
application wherein the hardened cementious material is exposed to aerobic conditions.
[0025] In another embodiment, the bacterium is selected from the group consisting of anaerobic bacteria. An advantage
of using anaerobic bacteria may be that healing agents comprising bacterial material of anaerobic bacteria may be used
in application wherein the hardened cementious material is exposed to anaerobic conditions, such as underground
applications.
[0026] Preferred bacteria are selected from the group of (facultative aerobic bacteria from genera such as) Planococcus,
Bacillus and Sporosarcina, especially Bacillus. Especially bacteria are selected which can grow by anaerobic fermentation
and/or anaerobic nitrate reduction.
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[0027] The weight ratio bacterial material:additive of the particulate healing agent may especially be in the range of
1:10,000 - 1:1,000,000, i.e. 1 mg bacterial material for 10 gram - 1 kg additive.
[0028] The weight ratio of the two sub fractions of the additive fraction of the healing agent, i.e. the biomineral precursor
compound (from which calcium carbonate or calcium phosphate-based minerals are produced after metabolic conversion
by bacteria) and the bacterial growth factors (e.g. yeast extract, peptone, amino acids, trace elements) may especially
be in the range of 10:1 - 1000:1, i.e. 1 gram bacterial growth factor for 10 gram to 1 kg biomineral precursor compound.
[0029] The components of the healing agent are preferably provided in a dry or dried state (powder-form) and suitable
proportions and (then) pressed to tablets and coated, such as with a cement- and concrete compatible layer. The coating
is preferably physically (mechanically) strong enough and chemically resilient to resist breaking and dissolution during
the process of concrete- or cement-based material preparation procedure (e.g. preparation of the concrete mixture and
casting process). Further, the coating preferably forms a stable physical bonding with the cement-based material during
setting (hardening) of the cement-based mixture in order to contribute to overall strength development of the cement-
based material. And preferably, the coating encompassing the healing agent once incorporated in the set cement-based
material should preferably be weaker than the surrounding cement stone matrix to allow cracks formation in the set
cement-based material to rupture the coating to enable release of the healing agent.
[0030] To this end, the invention provides in a further aspect a process for the production of a particulate healing
agent, the process comprising processing a mixture of bacterial material, an additive, and optionally a second additive
into a tablet and coating the tablet, wherein the bacterium is preferably selected from the group of genera consisting of
Planococcus, Bacillus and Sporosarcina, and wherein the additive comprises one or more compounds selected from
the group consisting of calcium formate, calcium acetate, calcium lactate, calcium gluconate, a carbohydrate, a fatty
acid, a amino acid, a lactate, a maleate, a formate, a sugar, a pyruvate and a phytate and wherein the additive preferably
comprises a bacterial growth factor, preferably selected from the group consisting of yeast extract, a peptone, an as-
partate, a glutamate and trace elements.
[0031] In a specific embodiment, the process for the production of a particulate healing agent comprises coating the
tablet with one or more coating methods selected from the group consisting of spray drying, prilling, fluid bad coating,
v-blending, hot blending, spheroidiziation, and tablet coating, techniques which are known in the art. The optional second
additive may be a pelleting agent, like a carrier (such as zeolite, clay), a disintegrant, a glidant, a lubricant, a granulating
agent, a thickening agent, binders (such as starch, lactose, cellulose), etc.
[0032] Therefore, the invention provides in a further aspect also coated particles (i.e. the particulate healing agent)
obtainable by processing a mixture of bacterial material, the additive, and optionally a second additive, into a tablet and
coating the tablet.
[0033] Especially, the invention further provides a particulate healing agent for a cementious material, wherein the
healing agent comprises coated particles and wherein the particles comprise bacterial material and additive, wherein
the bacterial material is selected from the group consisting of a bacterium, a lyophilized bacterium and a bacterial spore
of a bacterium, wherein the bacterium is preferably selected from the group of genera consisting of Planococcus, Bacillus
and Sporosarcina, especially Bacillus, and wherein the additive comprises one or more compounds selected from the
group consisting of calcium formate, calcium acetate, calcium lactate, calcium gluconate, a carbohydrate, a fatty acid,
a amino acid, a lactate, a maleate, a formate, a sugar, a pyruvate and a phytate and wherein the additive preferably
comprises a bacterial growth factor, preferably selected from the group consisting of yeast extract, a peptone, an as-
partate, a glutamate and trace elements, wherein the coated particles comprise at least 50 wt.-% bacterial material and
additive, relative to the total weight of the coated particles. As mentioned above, in a specific embodiment, the coating
of the coated particles may be obtainable by one or more coating methods selected from the group consisting of spray
drying, prilling, fluid bad coating, v-blending, hot blending, spheroidiziation, and tablet coating.
[0034] The coated particles comprise at least 50 wt.%, more preferably at least 75 wt.% bacterial material and additive,
relative to the total weight of the coated particles. Further, the coated particles may especially have mean dimensions
in the range of 0.2-4 mm. Herein, with the term "dimensions" are length, width, height, and diameter(s) meant. In an
embodiment, the coated particles may have a coating thickness in the range 5 mm - 2 mm.
[0035] In a specific embodiment, the coating comprises a (co)polymer based coating based on one or more monomer
types selected from the group comprising glycolide, lactide, ε-caprolactone, δ-valerolactone, N-vinylcaprolactam, 3,6-
dimethyl-1,4-dioxane-2,5-dione, glycosyloxyethyl methacrylate, 1,6-bis(p-acetoxycarbonyl-phenoxy)hexane, and
(3S)-cis-3,6-dimethyl-1,4-dioxane-2,5-dione. As will be clear to the person skilled in the art, the coating may be a multi-
layer coating. Further, the coating may comprise one or more of the herein indicated monomers as constituting groups.
Such coatings may, within the hardened cementious material, break under pressure (such as due to crack formation),
and in this way release the healing agent. In another embodiment, the coating may comprise an epoxy based (co)polymer.
Such epoxy based coating may be relatively hard, and may thereby contribute to concrete (compressive) strength.
[0036] The coated particles may have a mean particle hardness in the range of 3-9 according to Mohs scale, especially
in the range of 4-7, like 4-5. Such strength may allow processing into the cementious material and (later) cementious
construction, without a substantial damage or with acceptable damage of the particles, whereas when cracks form during
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hardening of the cementious constructions, the hardness is in such a range that the particles may also crack. Apatite
for instance, may have a Mohs hardness of 5; and CaCO3 a Mohs hardness of 3.
[0037] The cement starting materials and the particulate healing agent are mixed together. This can be done in
conventional ways, during the (conventional) process of making cementious material. In an embodiment, the weight
ratio cement starting materials and particulate healing agent is in the range of 2,000:1-20:1, preferably in the range of
500:1-50:1 (including water). The weight ratio cement starting materials and bacterium may especially be in the range
of 1.106:1-1.108:1, preferably in the range of 25.106:1-25.107:1.
[0038] With this cementious material constructions can be made or erected that have self-healing properties. In further
aspect, the invention (thus) also provides a process for the production of a cementious based construction, comprising
providing the cementious material as described herein, such as obtainable by the process for the production of cementious
material as described herein, and constructing the cementious based construction from the cementious material. After
construction, the cementious based material is allowed to harden. The cement starting materials comprise Portland
cement. In an embodiment, the cementious material comprises concrete.
[0039] The invention provides in a further aspect also (such) cementious based construction comprising hardened
cementious material, wherein the cementious material is obtainable by the process for the production of cementious
material as described herein. In such construction, part of the water may have escaped, and the cementious material
has hardened. In a further aspect, the invention provides (such) cementious-based construction comprising hardened
cementious material, the hardened cementious material further comprising bacterial material, wherein the bacterial
material is selected from the group consisting of a bacterium, a lyophilized bacterium and a bacterial spore of a bacterium,
wherein the bacterium is preferably selected from the group of genera consisting of Planococcus, Bacillus and Sporo-
sarcina, and wherein the weight ratio hardened cementious material and bacterium is preferably in the range of
1.106:1-1.108:1, preferably in the range of 25.106:1-25.107:1. For instance, the cementious-based construction may be
a wall, a floor, a viaduct, a bridge, a pillar, a pile, etc. The bacterial material may thus be contained by the cementious
based construction, and may be "dispersed" therein. The hardened cementious materials may thus contain bacterial
material.
[0040] The cementious-based construction may further contain remains of the coating, i.e. for instance (co)polymer
as defined above (as (former) coating material) will remain in the cementious-based construction. Hence, material that
has been used to form the coating, may also be present in the cementious-based construction, in addition to the bacterium
(and of course hardened cementious material).
[0041] The invention further provides a cementious based material obtainable by the process of the invention (for
production of the cementious based material). Hence, the invention also provides cementious material, comprising
cement starting materials and a particulate healing agent wherein the healing agent comprises coated particles, wherein
the coated particles comprise bacterial material and additive, and wherein the bacterial material is selected from the
group consisting of a bacterium, a lyophilized bacterium and a bacterial spore of a bacterium. The cementious based
material may thus contain the bacterial material.
[0042] The term "substantially" herein, such as in "substantially all emission" or in "substantially consists", will be
understood by the person skilled in the art. The term "substantially" may also include embodiments with "entirely",
"completely", "all", etc. Hence, in embodiments the adjective substantially may also be removed. Where applicable, the
term "substantially" may also relate to 90% or higher, such as 95% or higher, especially 99% or higher, even more
especially 99.5% or higher, including 100%.
[0043] Furthermore, the terms first, second, third and the like in the description and in the claims, are used for distin-
guishing between similar elements and not necessarily for describing a sequential or chronological order. It is to be
understood that the terms so used are interchangeable under appropriate circumstances and that the embodiments of
the invention described herein are capable of operation in other sequences than described or illustrated herein.
[0044] The devices herein are amongst others described during operation. As will be clear to the person skilled in the
art, the invention is not limited to methods of operation or devices in operation.
[0045] It should be noted that the above-mentioned embodiments illustrate rather than limit the invention, and that
those skilled in the art will be able to design many alternative embodiments without departing from the scope of the
appended claims. In the claims, any reference signs placed between parentheses shall not be construed as limiting the
claim. Use of the verb "to comprise" and its conjugations does not exclude the presence of elements or steps other than
those stated in a claim. The article "a" or "an" preceding an element does not exclude the presence of a plurality of such
elements. The invention may be implemented by means of hardware comprising several distinct elements, and by means
of a suitably programmed computer. In the device claim enumerating several means, several of these means may be
embodied by one and the same item of hardware. The mere fact that certain measures are recited in mutually different
dependent claims does not indicate that a combination of these measures cannot be used to advantage.
[0046] It is clear for the person skilled in the art that embodiments may be combined. The phrase "one or more of" is
equivalent to "one or more selected from the group consisting of".
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Brief description of the drawings

[0047] Embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of example only, with reference to the accompanying
schematic drawings in which corresponding reference symbols indicate corresponding parts, and in which:

Figure 1 schematically depicts how the cementious material can be produced and used;
Figures 2a-2b schematically show how the healing agent may have its function in a hardened cementious product; and
Figure 3 schematically depicts a particle of the particulate healing agent.

Description of preferred embodiments

[0048] Figure 1 schematically depicts how the cementious material can be produced and used. In the block scheme,
reference 10 indicates the cement starting materials. References 21, 22 and 23, respectively, indicate the bacterial
material, calcium phosphate and/or calcium carbonate precursor material, and nutrition for the bacteria. These healing
agent starting materials are in general indicated with reference 20. The starting materials for the healing agent are
processed into a particle, such as a tablet. The process is indicated with reference (I); the particle (stage) is indicated
with reference 30. Thereafter, the particles are coated in a coating process (II) into coated particles (stage) 40. Thereby,
the particulate healing agent is obtained, which is thus schematically indicated with reference 40. The particulate healing
agent 40 and the cement starting materials 10 are mixed in a process III into the cementious material (stage), indicated
schematically with reference 50. The cementious material 50 can be processed in a (hardened) construction, indicated
with reference 60.
[0049] Figures 2a-2b schematically depict what may happen with the healing agent during hardening of the cementious
based construction 60. Figure 2a schematically depicts the situation of the cementious based construction 60 just after
construction. With time, cracks 61 may form in the cementious based construction 60. Crack formation may also induce
cracking / disintegration of the particulate healing agent 40. By damage of the particles of the particulate healing agent
40, healing agent may be released, which may at least partially heal the crack 61. In this way, the durability and lifetime
of the cementious based construction 60 and the strength of the cementious based construction 60 may be improved.
[0050] Figure 3 schematically depicts a coated particle of the particulate healing agent 40, having a coating 41,
surrounding a nucleus 42. The nucleus 42 comprises the healing agent 43, which comprises bacterial material 21,
precursors of calcium phosphate or calcium carbonate material 22 and nutrition 23, such as a yeast extract, gluconate
and trace elements.

Examples

[0051] Below table provides some examples of healing agents according to the invention, wherein the weight ratio of
bacterial material and additive is indicated:

Table 1: examples of healing agents according to the invention

Type of bacterial 
material

Amount of 
bacterial 
material

Type of 
phosphate or 
carbonate 
precursor

Amount of 
phosphate or 
carbonate 
precursor

Type of 
nutrient

Amount 
of 
nutrient

Ex. 
1

Dried Bacillus cohnii 
spores

1 mg Calcium 
gluconate and 
glucose

170 g yeast extract 
and trace 
elements

3.5 g

Ex. 
2

Dried alkaliphilic 
Bacillus spp. spores

5 mg Calcium lactate 
and calcium 
nitrate

250 g peptone and 
trace 
elements

5 g

Ex. 
3

Lyophilized 
Planococcus spp.

0.1 g Calcium acetate 
and glucose

1 kg Glutamate 
and trace 
elements

50g

Ex. 
4

Lyophilized 
Planococcus and dried 
Bacillus spp. spores

50 mg Phytate and 
calcium 
gluconate

1 kg yeast extract 
and trace 
elements

25g
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Further experiments

[0052] In order to investigate whether addition of bacteria-based healing agent to concrete admixtures in form of coated
pressed powder particles such as tablets is more beneficial than immobilization in porous particles such as expanded
clays as described in prior art an experimental study was performed.
[0053] In this experiment a comparison is made in compressive strength development of mortar specimens made
from a ’standard’ mixture, a mixture with added expanded clay particles containing a bacteria-based healing agent
according to prior art, and a mixture with added coated pressed powder tablets, in correspondence with the invention,
containing 2.7 times the amount of bacteria-based healing agent as applied in the expanded clay-based mixture. Rationale
for this experiment is to quantify compressive strength development of mortar specimens with and without added self-
healing agent, and to compare whether healing agent in form of coated pressed powder tablets results in less compressive
strength loss of concrete specimens in comparison to expanded clay-based healing agent as described in prior art.
[0054] Table 2 lists the concrete mixture composition used for preparation of mortar specimens. Series A represents
a mixture in which the 1-4 mm sand fraction has been replaced for Liapor light weight aggregates impregnated with
bacterial spores and nutrients according to prior art. Series B represents a ’standard’ (control) mixture. Series C represents
a mixture in which part of the 1-4 mm sand fraction has been replaced for coated pressed powder tablets containing
bacterial spores and nutrients.

[0055] Additional 61 ml water was added to the 304 gram of expanded Liapor clay particles in series A before addition
to the mortar mixture to compensate for water being absorbed by the porous particles. For each series, ingredients were
mixed for 10 minutes using a bench top mortar mixture prior to casting of specimens. For each series, a total number
of 12 cubes with dimensions of 4x4x4 cm were cast. After one day specimens were demolded and kept in closed plastic
bags at room temperature for further curing until time of compressive strength testing. At 3, 7 and 28 days curing sets
of 4 cubes of each series were subjected to compressive loading until failure occurred. Maximum loading capacity of
each specimen was recorded and average and standard deviation of each subset of 4 specimens was calculated.

Table 2 Expanded clay Control Tablets

Series A Series B Series C

Compound: weight (g) volume (cm3) weight (g) volume (cm3) weight (g) volume (cm3)

1-4 mm Liapor R 304 343

0-2 mm Liapor K 1 1

2-4 mm sand 530 196 505 187

4-mm tablets 14 9

1-2 mm sand 397 147 397 147

0.5-1 mm sand 397 147 397 147 397 147

0.25-0.5 mm sand 346 128 346 128 346 128

0.125-0.25 mm sand 186 69 186 69 186 69

CEMI 42.5N 384 122 384 122 384 122

Water 192 192 192 192 192 192

Total: 1810 1002 2432 1001 2421 1001

Table 3: compressive strength Newton/mm2

Expanded clay Control Tablets

3 days 9.0 11.8 10.2

7 days 16.9 22.9 21.7

28 days 23.8 27.9 32.0
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[0056] From these results it can be concluded that addition of self-healing agent in form of tablets significantly improves
compressive strength properties in comparison with addition of healing agent in form of expanded clay particles according
to prior art, as compressive strength of tablet-amended mortar specimens was 113, 128 and 134% of that of expanded
clay-amended mortar specimens at day 3, 7 and 28 respectively.
[0057] Moreover, compressive strength development of tablet-amended specimens overtook that of control specimens
during the curing period and reached at 28 days a value of 115% compared to the control specimens..
[0058] Photographic pictures taken from tablet-amended specimens split after 28 days curing show that coated tablets
embedded in the mortar matrix remained largely intact.

Healing agent preparation

[0059] The two types of bacteria-based healing agent used for the preparation of mortar specimens were prepared
as follows.

1) Expanded clay particles impregnated with bacterial spores and nutrients.

[0060] These particles were prepared according to prior art. A batch of Liapor Sand 1/4 R (1-4 mm round particles,
Liapor GmbH, Germany) was put in the lower compartment of a glass vessel and covered by a 1-mm weighted grid
sieve. The vessel was subsequently evacuated using a Vacuubrand diaphragm vacuum pump. Via a side inlet, a saturated
calcium lactate pentahydrate (70 g/L) solution amended with yeast extract (1.4 g/L) and sodium glutamate (1.4 g/L) was
led into the vessel until evacuated expanded clay particles were completely covered by the liquid solution after which
the vacuum was slowly released. The liquid saturated expanded clay particles were subsequently oven dried in an air
ventilated oven at 70°C. A separate batch of Liapor Sand K 0/2 (0-2 mm crushed particles, Liapor GmbH, Germany)
was similarly evacuated and saturated with a Bacillus cohnii DSM 6307 spore suspension and subsequently oven dried
at 70°C. After drying, the Liapor Sand 1/4 R batch expanded clay particles contained 16.2 g calcium lactate pentahydrate,
0.32 g yeast extract and 0.32 g sodium glutamate per kg. The Liapor Sand K 0/2 batch contained 5*108 bacterial spores
per gram.

2) Coated pressed powder tablets

[0061] Coated pressed powder tablets were prepared by pressing a powder mixture composed of calcium lactate
pentahydrate, yeast extract, sodium glutamate and dried zeolite powdered bacterial spore mixture (weight ratio 50:1:1:0.1)
using a TDP-1 single-punch tablet press into 4-mm diameter tablets. The dried zeolite powdered bacterial spore mixture
contained 1.7*1010 Bacillus cohnii spores per gram zeolite powder. The obtained tablets were subsequently coated by
submerging them shortly in an epoxy resin solution (Struers, EpoFix Resin) and drying on a 1-mm aluminum grid sieve
in an air ventilated oven for 7 days at 37°C. The epoxy resin solution was prepared by mixing 5 weight units of epoxy
resin to 1 weight unit curing agent according to the manufacturers’ specifications (Struers GmbH, Germany).
[0062] The two types of healing agents were added to the mortar mixtures for preparation of expanded clay-based-
and tablet-based mortar specimens in quantities listed in Table 2. Healing agent-containing mortar specimens prepared
in this way (series A and C) contained 4.9 g calcium lactate pentahydrate per dm3 mortar mixture (series A) and 13.2 g
calcium lactate pentahydrate per dm3 mortar mixture (series C). The tablet-based mortar specimens (series C) thus
contained a 2.7 times higher concentration of healing agent than the expanded clay-based mortar specimens.
[0063] The tablet-based mortar specimens contained a 2.7-fold higher concentration of healing agent than the ex-
panded clay-based mortar specimens. In terms of volume, however, the healing agent in the tablet-based mortar spec-
imens represented less than 1% of the mortar specimens’ volume, while that of the expanded clay-based mortar spec-
imens amounted to almost 35%. While the porous expanded clay particles can act as reservoir for the healing agent,
only part of its volume can effectively used for this purpose due to limited connectivity of internal pores. Therefore,
relatively high volumes of healing agent-impregnated expanded clay particles have to be applied in order to reach a
certain amount of healing agent in the mortar specimens. Application of expanded clay particles, however, result in a
substantial compressive strength loss of the resulting mortar specimens when comparing compressive strength devel-
opment of expanded clay-based specimens (Series A) and control specimens (Series B). After 28 days curing, strength
of expanded clay based mortar specimens reached 85% of the strength of control mortar specimens. However, tablet-
based mortar specimens reached 115% of the strength of control specimens after 28 days curing.
[0064] The results of these further experiments thus show that addition of healing agent in form of coated tablets
instead of impregnated expanded clay particles to the mortar mixture yield mortar specimens with substantially improved
compressive strength properties.
[0065] Hence, the present invention may solve prior art problems, as (substantially leakage-proof) tablets containing
the actual healing agent may neither interfere with either the workability of the liquid mixture ("cementious material") nor
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negatively affect properties of either mixture or final material (hardened concrete), even when applied in large quantities.
During crack formation in cementious based constructions, the particles also crack, and healing agent is released.

Claims

1. A process for the production of a cementious material, comprising mixing cement starting materials and a particulate
healing agent to provide the cementious material, wherein the healing agent comprises coated particles, wherein
the coated particles comprise bacterial material and additive, and wherein the bacterial material is selected from
the group consisting of a bacterium, a lyophilized bacterium and a bacterial spore of a bacterium, wherein the coated
particles comprise at least 50 wt.% bacterial material and additive, relative to the total weight of the coated particles,
and wherein the additive comprises (1) one or more compounds selected from the group consisting of calcium
formate, calcium acetate, calcium lactate, calcium gluconate, a carbohydrate, a fatty acid, a amino acid, a lactate,
a maleate, a formate, a sugar, a pyruvate and a phytate and (2) a bacterial growth factor selected from the group
consisting of a yeast extract, a peptone, an aspartate, a glutamate and trace elements.

2. The process according to claim 1, wherein the bacterium is selected from the group consisting of bacteria that can
form a phosphate or a carbonate precipitate in an alkaline medium, especially wherein the bacterium is selected
from the group of genera consisting of Planococcus, Bacillus and Sporosarcina.

3. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, where the additive comprises (a) a calcium compound,
(b) one or more of an organic compound and a phosphor compound, (c) trace elements and (d) one or more of a
yeast extract, a peptone, an aspartate, and a glutamate.

4. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the weight ratio bacterial material:additive of
the particulate healing agent is in the range of 1:10,000 - 1:1,000,000.

5. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the coated particles comprise at least 75 wt.%
bacterial material and additive, relative to the total weight of the coated particles.

6. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the coated particles have mean dimensions in
the range of 0.2-4 mm and wherein the coated particles have a coating thickness in the range 5 mm - 2 mm.

7. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the coating comprises a (co)polymer based
coating based on one or more monomer types selected from the group comprising glycolide, lactide, ε-caprolactone,
δ-valerolactone, N-vinylcaprolactam, 3,6-dimethyl-1,4-dioxane-2,5-dione, glycosyloxyethyl methacrylate, 1,6-bis(p-
acetoxycarbonylphenoxy)hexane and (3S)-cis-3,6-dimethyl-1,4-dioxane-2,5-dione.

8. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the coating comprises an epoxy based (co)pol-
ymer.

9. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the coated particles are obtainable by processing
a mixture of bacterial material, the additive, and optionally a second additive, into a tablet and coating the tablet,
wherein the optional second additive comprises a pelleting agent and wherein the coating of the coated particles is
obtainable by one or more coating methods selected from the group consisting of spray drying, prilling, fluid bad
coating, v-blending, hot blending, spheroidiziation, and tablet coating.

10. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the weight ratio cement starting materials and
particulate healing agent is in the range of 2,000:1-20:1, preferably in the range of 500:1-50:1 (including water).

11. The process according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the weight ratio cement starting materials and
bacterium is in the range of 1.106:1-1.108:1, preferably in the range of 25.106:1-25.107:1.

12. A cementious material, obtainable by the process according to any one of claims 1-11.

13. A particulate healing agent for a cementious material, wherein the healing agent comprises coated particles and
wherein the particles comprise bacterial material and additive, wherein the bacterial material is selected from the
group consisting of a bacterium, a lyophilized bacterium and a bacterial spore of a bacterium, wherein the bacterium
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is selected from the group of genera consisting of Planococcus, Bacillus and Sporosarcina, and wherein the additive
comprises (1) one or more compounds selected from the group consisting of calcium formate, calcium acetate,
calcium lactate, calcium gluconate, a carbohydrate, a fatty acid, a amino acid, a lactate, a maleate, a formate, a
sugar, a pyruvate and a phytate and (2) a bacterial growth factor selected from the group consisting of a yeast
extract, a peptone, an aspartate, a glutamate and trace elements, wherein the coated particles comprise at least
50 wt.% bacterial material and additive, relative to the total weight of the coated particles.

14. A process for the production of a particulate healing agent according to claim 13, comprising processing a mixture
of bacterial material, an additive, and optionally a second additive into a tablet and coating the tablet, wherein the
bacterium is selected from the group of genera consisting of Planococcus, Bacillus and Sporosarcina, and wherein
the additive comprises (1) one or more compounds selected from the group consisting of calcium formate, calcium
acetate, calcium lactate, calcium gluconate, a carbohydrate, a fatty acid, a amino acid, a lactate, a maleate, a
formate, a sugar, a pyruvate and a phytate and (2) a bacterial growth factor selected from the group consisting of
a yeast extract, a peptone, an aspartate, a glutamate and trace elements; wherein the optional second additive
comprises a pelleting agent.

15. The process according to claim 14, where the additive comprises (a) a calcium compound, (b) one or more of an
organic compound and a phosphor compound, (c) trace elements and (d) one or more of a yeast extract, a peptone,
an aspartate, and a glutamate.

16. The process according to any one of claims 14-15, comprising coating the tablet with one or more coating methods
selected from the group consisting of spray drying, prilling, fluid bad coating, v-blending, hot blending, spheroidizia-
tion, and tablet coating.

17. A process for the production of a cementious based construction, comprising providing the cementious material
obtainable according to any one of claims 1-11, and constructing the cementious based construction from the
cementious material.

18. The process according to claims 17, wherein the cement starting materials comprise Portland cement or wherein
the cementious material comprises concrete.

19. A cementious based construction comprising hardened cementious material, wherein the cementious material is
obtainable by the process according to any one of claims 17-18.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Herstellung eines zementartigen Materials, umfassend Vermischen von Zementausgangsmaterialien
und eines partikelförmigen Heilmittels, um das zementartige Material bereitzustellen, wobei das Heilmittel beschich-
tete Partikel umfasst, wobei die beschichteten Artikel bakterielles Material und Zusatzstoff umfassen, und wobei
das bakterielle Material ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe bestehend aus einem Bakterium, einem lyophilisierten
Bakterium und einer Bakterienspore eines Bakteriums, wobei die beschichteten Partikel mindestens 50 Gew.-%
bakterielles Material und Zusatzstoff, relativ zu dem Gesamtgewicht der beschichteten Partikel, umfassen und wobei
der Zusatzstoff (1) eine oder mehrere Verbindungen ausgewählt aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Kalziumformat,
Kalziumacetat, Kalziumlaktat, Kalziumglukonat, einem Kohlenhydrat, einer Fettsäure, einer Aminosäure, einem
Laktat, einem Maleat, einem Format, einem Zucker, einem Pyruvat und einem Phytat und (2) einen bakteriellen
Wachstumsfaktor ausgewählt aus der Gruppe bestehend aus einem Hefeextrakt, einem Pepton, einem Aspartat,
einem Glutamat und Spurenelementen umfasst.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Bakterium ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Bakterien, die ein
Phosphat- oder ein Carbonatpräzipitat in einem alkalischen Medium bilden können, wobei das Bakterium insbe-
sondere ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe von Gattungen bestehend aus Planococcus, Bacillus und Sporosarcina.

3. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei der Zusatzstoff (a) eine Kalziumverbindung, (b) eines
oder mehrere von einer organischen Verbindung und einer Phosphorverbindung, (c) Spurenelemente und (d) eines
oder mehrere eines Hefeextrakts, eines Peptons, eines Aspartats und eines Glutamats umfasst.

4. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei das Gewichtsverhältnis bakterielles Material:Zusatzstoff
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des partikelförmigen Heilmittels in dem Bereich von 1:10.000 - 1:1.000.000 liegt.

5. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei die beschichteten Partikel mindestens 75 Gew.-% bak-
terielles Material und Zusatzstoff, relativ zum Gesamtgewicht der beschichteten Partikel, umfassen.

6. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei die beschichteten Partikel mittlere Abmessungen in
dem Bereich von 0,2 - 4 mm haben, und wobei die beschichteten Partikel eine Beschichtungsdicke in dem Bereich
5 mm - 2 mm haben.

7. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Beschichtung eine (co)polymerbasierte Beschichtung
basierend auf einer oder mehreren Monomerarten ausgewählt aus der Gruppe umfassend Glycolide, Lactide, ε-
Caprolacton, δ-Valerolacton, N-Vinylcaprolactam, 3,6-Dimethyl-1,4-dioxan-2,5-dion, Glycosyloxyethylmethacrylat,
1,6-bis(p-acetoxycarbonylphenoxy)hexan und (3S)-cis-3,6-Dimethyl-1,4-dioxan-2,5-dion umfasst.

8. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei die Beschichtung ein epoxidbasiertes (Co)polymer
umfasst.

9. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei die beschichteten Partikel durch Verarbeiten einer
Mischung aus bakteriellem Material, dem Zusatzstoff, und optional einem zweiten Zusatzstoff in eine Tablette und
Beschichten der Tablette erhältlich sind, wobei der optionale zweite Zusatzstoff ein Pelletiermittel umfasst und wobei
die Beschichtung der beschichteten Partikel erhältlich ist durch eine oder mehrere Beschichtungsmethoden aus-
gewählt aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Sprühtrocknen, Prillen, Fluidbadbeschichten, v-Vermengen, Heißvermen-
gen, Sphäroidisieren und Tablettenbeschichten.

10. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei das Gewichtsverhältnis Zementausgangsmaterialien
und partikelförmiges Heilmittel in dem Bereich von 2.000:1-20:1, vorzugsweise in dem Bereich von 500:1-50:1
(einschließlich Wasser) liegt.

11. Verfahren nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche, wobei das Gewichtsverhältnis Zementausgangsmaterialien
und Bakterium in dem Bereich von 1.106:1-1.108:1, vorzugsweise in dem Bereich von 25.106:1-25.107:1 liegt.

12. Zementartiges Material, erhältlich durch das Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1-11.

13. Partikelförmiges Heilmittel für ein zementartiges Material, wobei das Heilmittel beschichtete Partikel umfasst und
wobei die Partikel bakterielles Material und Zusatzstoff umfassen, wobei das bakterielle Material ausgewählt ist aus
der Gruppe bestehend aus einem Bakterium, einem lyophilisierten Bakterium und einer Bakterienspore eines Bak-
teriums, wobei das Bakterium ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe von Gattungen bestehend aus Planococcus, Bacillus
und Sporosarcina, und wobei der Zusatzstoff (1) eine oder mehrere Verbindungen ausgewählt aus der Gruppe
bestehend aus Kalziumformat, Kalziumacetat, Kalziumlaktat, Kalziumglukonat, einem Kohlenhydrat, einer Fettsäu-
re, einer Aminosäure, einem Laktat, einem Maleat, einem Format, einem Zucker, einem Pyruvat und einem Phytat
und (2) einen bakteriellen Wachstumsfaktor ausgewählt aus der Gruppe bestehend aus einem Hefeextrakt, einem
Pepton, einem Aspartat, einem Glutamat und Spurenelementen umfasst, wobei die beschichteten Partikel mindes-
tens 50 Gew.-% bakterielles Material und Zusatzstoff, relativ zum Gesamtgewicht der beschichteten Partikel, um-
fassen.

14. Verfahren zur Herstellung eines partikelförmigen Heilmittels nach Anspruch 13, umfassend Verarbeiten einer Mi-
schung aus bakteriellem Material, einem Zusatzstoff und optional einem zweiten Zusatzstoff in eine Tablette und
Beschichten der Tablette, wobei das Bakterium ausgewählt ist aus der Gruppe von Gattungen bestehend aus
Planococcus, Bacillus und Sporosarcina, und wobei der Zusatzstoff (1) eine oder mehrere Verbindungen ausgewählt
aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Kalziumformat, Kalziumacetat, Kalziumlaktat, Kalziumglukonat, einem Kohlenhydrat,
einer Fettsäure, einer Aminosäure, einem Laktat, einem Maleat, einem Format, einem Zucker, einem Pyruvat und
einem Phytat und (2) einen bakteriellen Wachstumsfaktor ausgewählt aus der Gruppe bestehend aus einem Hefe-
extrakt, einem Pepton, einem Aspartat, einem Glutamat und Spurenelementen umfasst; wobei der optionale zweite
Zusatzstoff ein Pelletiermittel umfasst.

15. Verfahren nach Anspruch 14, wobei der Zusatzstoff (a) eine Kalziumverbindung, (b) eines oder mehrere von einer
organischen Verbindung und einer Phosphorverbindung, (c) Spurenelemente und (d) eines oder mehrere eines
Hefeextrakts, eines Peptons, eines Aspartats und eines Glutamats umfasst.
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16. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 14 - 15, umfassend Beschichten der Tablette mit einer oder mehreren Be-
schichtungsmethoden ausgewählt aus der Gruppe bestehend aus Sprühtrocknen, Prillen, Fluidbadbeschichten, v-
Vermengen, Heißvermengen, Sphäroidisieren und Tablettenbeschichten.

17. Verfahren zur Herstellung einer zementartig-basierten Konstruktion, umfassend Bereitstellen des nach einem der
Ansprüche 1 - 11 erhältlichen zementartigen Materials und Konstruieren der zementartig-basierten Konstruktion
aus dem zementartigen Material.

18. Verfahren nach Anspruch 17, wobei das Zementausgangsmaterial Portland-Zement umfasst oder wobei das ze-
mentartige Material Beton umfasst.

19. Zementartig-basierte Konstruktion, die gehärtetes zementartiges Material umfasst, wobei das zementartige Material
durch das Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 17-18 erhältlich ist.

Revendications

1. Procédé de production d’un matériau cimentaire, comprenant le mélange de matières premières pour ciment et
d’un agent réparateur sous forme de particules pour fournir le matériau cimentaire, dans lequel l’agent réparateur
comprend des particules enduites, dans lequel les particules enduites comprennent un matériau bactérien et un
additif, et dans lequel le matériau bactérien est choisi dans le groupe constitué d’une bactérie, d’une bactérie
lyophilisée et d’une spore bactérienne d’une bactérie, dans lequel les particules enduites comprennent au moins
50 % en poids de matériau bactérien et d’additif, par rapport au poids total des particules enduites, et dans lequel
l’additif comprend (1) un ou plusieurs composés choisis dans le groupe constitué du formate de calcium, de l’acétate
de calcium, du lactate de calcium, du gluconate de calcium, d’un glucide, d’un acide gras, d’un acide aminé, d’un
lactate, d’un maléate, d’un formate, d’un sucre, d’un pyruvate et d’un phytate et (2) un facteur de croissance bac-
térienne choisi dans le groupe constitué d’un extrait de levure, d’une peptone, d’un aspartate, d’un glutamate et
d’éléments en trace.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la bactérie est choisie dans le groupe constitué des bactéries qui
peuvent former un précipité phosphate ou carbonate dans un milieu alcalin, en particulier dans lequel la bactérie
est choisie dans le groupe de genres constitué de Planococcus, de Bacillus et de Sporosarcina.

3. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, où l’additif comprend (a) un composé à base de
calcium, (b) un ou plusieurs parmi un composé organique et un composé phosphoré, (c) des éléments en trace et
(d) un ou plusieurs parmi un extrait de levure, une peptone, un aspartate et un glutamate.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le rapport pondéral matériau bacté-
rien/additif de l’agent réparateur sous forme de particules est dans la plage allant de 1/10 000 à 1/1 000 000.

5. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel les particules enduites comprennent
au moins 75 % en poids de matériau bactérien et d’additif, par rapport au poids total des particules enduites.

6. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel les particules enduites ont des di-
mensions moyennes dans la plage allant de 0,2 à 4 mm et dans lequel les particules enduites ont une épaisseur
de l’enduit dans la plage allant de 5 mm à 2 mm.

7. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel l’enduit comprend un enduit à base
de (co)polymères à base d’un ou plusieurs types de monomères choisis dans le groupe comprenant le glycolide,
le lactide, l’ε-caprolactone, la δ-valérolactone, le N-vinylcaprolactame, la 3,6-diméthyl-1,4-dioxane-2,5-dione, le
méthacrylate de glycosyloxyéthyle, le 1,6-bis(p-acétoxycarbonylphénoxy)hexane et la (3S)-cis-3,6-diméthyl-1,4-
dioxane-2,5-dione.

8. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel l’enduit comprend un (co)polymère
à base d’époxy.

9. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel les particules enduites peuvent être
obtenues en traitant un mélange de matériau bactérien, de l’additif, et facultativement d’un second additif, pour
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former un comprimé et en enduisant le comprimé, dans lequel le second additif facultatif comprend un agent de
pelletisation et dans lequel l’enduit des particules enduites peut être obtenu par un ou plusieurs procédés d’enduction
choisis dans le groupe constitué du séchage par pulvérisation, du grelonage, de l’enrobage sur lit fluidisé, du mélange
dans un mélangeur en V, du mélange à chaud, de la sphéroïdisation et de l’enduction de comprimé.

10. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le rapport pondéral des matières
premières pour ciment à l’agent réparateur sous forme de particules est dans la plage allant de 2 000/1 à 20/1, de
préférence dans la plage allant de 500/1 à 50/1 (eau incluse).

11. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le rapport pondéral des matières
premières pour ciment à la bactérie est dans la plage allant de 1.106/1 à 1.108/1, de préférence dans la plage allant
de 25.106/1 à 25.107/1.

12. Matériau cimentaire, pouvant être obtenu par le procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 11.

13. Agent réparateur sous forme de particules pour un matériau cimentaire, dans lequel l’agent réparateur comprend
des particules enduites et dans lequel les particules comprennent un matériau bactérien et un additif, dans lequel
le matériau bactérien est choisi dans le groupe constitué d’une bactérie, d’une bactérie lyophilisée et d’une spore
bactérienne d’une bactérie, dans lequel la bactérie est choisie dans le groupe de genres constitué de Planococcus,
de Bacillus et de Sporosarcina, et dans lequel l’additif comprend (1) un ou plusieurs composés choisis dans le
groupe constitué du formate de calcium, de l’acétate de calcium, du lactate de calcium, du gluconate de calcium,
d’un glucide, d’un acide gras, d’un acide aminé, d’un lactate, d’un maléate, d’un formate, d’un sucre, d’un pyruvate
et d’un phytate et (2) un facteur de croissance bactérienne choisi dans le groupe constitué d’un extrait de levure,
d’une peptone, d’un aspartate, d’un glutamate et d’éléments en trace, dans lequel les particules enduites compren-
nent au moins 50 % en poids de matériau bactérien et d’additif, par rapport au poids total des particules enduites.

14. Procédé de production d’un agent réparateur sous forme de particules selon la revendication 13, comprenant le
traitement d’un mélange de matériau bactérien, d’un additif, et facultativement d’un second additif pour former un
comprimé et l’enduction du comprimé, dans lequel la bactérie est choisie dans le groupe de genres constitué de
Planococcus, de Bacillus et de Sporosarcina, et dans lequel l’additif comprend (1) un ou plusieurs composés choisis
dans le groupe constitué du formate de calcium, de l’acétate de calcium, du lactate de calcium, du gluconate de
calcium, d’un glucide, d’un acide gras, d’un acide aminé, d’un lactate, d’un maléate, d’un formate, d’un sucre, d’un
pyruvate et d’un phytate et (2) un facteur de croissance bactérienne choisi dans le groupe constitué d’un extrait de
levure, d’une peptone, d’un aspartate, d’un glutamate et d’éléments en trace ; dans lequel le second additif facultatif
comprend un agent de pelletisation.

15. Procédé selon la revendication 14, où l’additif comprend (a) un composé à base de calcium, (b) un ou plusieurs
parmi un composé organique et un composé phosphoré, (c) des éléments en trace et (d) un ou plusieurs parmi un
extrait de levure, une peptone, un aspartate et un glutamate.

16. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications 14 et 15, comprenant l’enduction du comprimé avec un ou
plusieurs procédés d’enduction choisis dans le groupe constitué du séchage par pulvérisation, du grelonage, de
l’enrobage sur lit fluidisé, du mélange dans un mélangeur en V, du mélange à chaud, de la sphéroïdisation et de
l’enduction de comprimé.

17. Procédé de production d’une construction à base de ciment, comprenant la fourniture du matériau cimentaire pouvant
être obtenu selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 11, et la construction de la construction à base de ciment
à partir du matériau cimentaire.

18. Procédé selon les revendications 17, dans lequel les matières premières pour ciment comprennent du ciment
Portland ou dans lequel le matériau cimentaire comprend du béton.

19. Construction à base de ciment comprenant un matériau cimentaire durci, dans lequel le matériau cimentaire peut
être obtenu par le procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications 17 et 18.
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