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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention is related to gas turbine
engines, and in particular to variable rotor blades and
variable rotor blade actuation mechanisms.
[0002] Gas turbine engines operate by combusting fuel
in compressed air to create heated gases with increased
pressure and density. The heated gases are ultimately
forced through an exhaust nozzle, which is used to step
up the velocity of the exiting gases and in-turn produce
thrust for driving an aircraft. In turbofan engines the heat-
ed gases are used to drive a turbine for rotating a fan to
produce thrust, and to drive a turbine for driving a com-
pressor that provides the compressed air used during
combustion. The compressor section of a gas turbine
engine typically comprises a series of rotor blade and
stator vane stages. At each stage, rotating blades push
air past the stationary vanes. Each rotor/stator stage in-
creases the pressure and density of the air. Stators con-
vert the kinetic energy of the air into pressure, and they
redirect the trajectory of the air coming off the rotors for
flow into the next compressor stage.
[0003] The speed range of an aircraft powered by a
gas turbine engine is directly related to the level of air
pressure generated in the compressor section. For dif-
ferent aircraft speeds, the velocity of the airflow through
the gas turbine engine varies. Thus, the incidence of the
air onto rotor blades of subsequent compressor stages
differs at different aircraft speeds. Gas turbine efficiency
is, therefore, closely linked to the ability of a gas turbine
engine to efficiently direct air flow within the compressor
section.
[0004] One way of achieving more efficient perform-
ance of the gas turbine engine over the entire speed
range, especially at high speed/high pressure ranges, is
to vary the pitch of the vanes to optimize the incidence
of the airflow onto subsequent compressor stage blades.
Conventional variable pitch compressor sections rely on
variable stator vanes, as it is typically more feasible to
include complex actuation mechanisms for stationary
parts. Stator vanes are typically circumferentially ar-
ranged between stationary outer and inner diameter
shrouds, which permits them to rotate about trunnion
posts at their innermost and outermost ends to vary the
pitch. Rotor blades, however, are only supported at their
innermost end by the rotor disk, as the blade must rotate
with the turbine shaft during operation of the engine,
Thus, attempts at variable pitch compressor sections
have typically been limited to variable stator vanes due
to the complexity necessary for actuating a rotating
blade, and to the heavy centrifugal loads placed on the
blades during engine operation.
[0005] Another way of achieving more efficient com-
pressor flow is to include variable camber blades and
vanes. Blades and vanes comprise arcuate shaped bod-
ies extending between a leading edge and a trailing edge.

The amount of curvature of the body, or camber, affects
the speed and trajectory of the air. Thus, variable camber
blades provide an additional means for optimizing engine
efficiency. However, due to the complexity of varying the
shape of a body that must remain rigid under high stress
while rotating, variable camber compressor sections
have typically been impractical.
[0006] Thus, there is a need for variable pitch and var-
iable camber rotor blades for gas turbine engines.
[0007] A variable rotor blade mechanism having the
features of the preamble of claim 1 is disclosed in US-A-
5249924. Other mechanisms are disclosed in DE
10137230 C1, WO 2006/086342, US-A-3893789, CH
461015 and US-A-4599041.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The present invention is directed to a variable
rotor blade mechanism for use in a gas turbine engine,
as set forth in claim 1.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009]

FIG. 1 shows a cross section of a fan section of a
two-stage turbofan engine having variable rotors of
the present invention used in conjunction with a var-
iable pitch fan blade and a variable camber fan blade.
FIG. 2 shows a close-up view of an actuation mech-
anism for the variable pitch fan blade of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 shows a schematic front view of the actuation
mechanism of the variable pitch fan blade of FIG. 2.
FIG. 4 shows a close-up view of an actuation mech-
anism for the variable camber fan blade of FIG. 1.
FIG. 5 shows a schematic top view of the fan section
of FIG. 1 showing the variable pitch fan blade of FIG.
2 and the variable camber fan blade of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] FIG. 1 shows a cross sectional view of two-
stage turbofan engine 10. Engine 10 includes two-stage
fan section 11, which includes variable pitch frst-stage
blade 12 and variable camber second-stage blade 14
inter-disposed between inlet guide vane 16, intermediate
guide vane 18 and exit guide vane 20. Two-stage fan
section 11 receives inlet air I, and produces both propul-
sive thrust output at exit E1 and compressed air used for
combustion at exit E2. First-stage blade 12 and second-
stage blade 14 are joined at their inner diameter ends to
fan shaft 22, which is comprised of first-stage section 24,
second-stage section 26 and conical support 28. Fan
shaft 22 is connected with turbine shaft 32 at its aft end.
Turbine shaft 32 is connected with a turbine at its aft end
such that fan shaft 22 is driven to rotate about engine
centerline CL. Guide vanes 16, 18 and 20 are fixedly
attached to fan case 34 at their outer diameter ends. Inlet
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guide vane 16 is supported at its inner diameter end by
bearing assembly 36, and exit guide vane 20 is supported
at its inner diameter end by bearing assembly 38, through
supports 40A and 40B. As turbine shaft 32 rotates fan
shaft 22, first-stage blade 12 and second-stage blade 14
are rotated between guide vanes 16, 18 and 20. In order
to optimize airflow through engine 10, first-stage blade
12 pivots about its radial axis to change its pitch, and
second-stage blade 14 pivots about its radial axis to
change its camber.
[0011] First-stage blade 12 is connected to first-stage
shaft 24 of fan shaft 22 through first-stage radial retention
system 42, which provides radial support to blade 12
while also permitting blade 12 to pivot about its radial
axis. First-stage blade 12 is also connected to first-stage
actuation mechanism 44, which provides rotational mo-
tion about centerline CL relative to shaft 32 such that
first-stage blade 12 is pivoted about its radial axis. Thus,
actuation mechanism 44 provides a means for varying
the pitch of first-stage blade 12.
[0012] Second-stage blade 14 is a two-section blade
comprising upstream blade section 45A and downstream
blade section 45B. Second-stage blade 14 is connected
to second-stage shaft 26 of fan shaft 22 through second-
stage radial retention system 46A and second-stage ra-
dial retention system 46B. Second-stage radial retention
system 46A comprises a bolted blade-to-disk connection
for fastening upstream blade section 45A to shaft 26
through first disk 48A. Second-stage radial retention sys-
tem 46B connects downstream blade section 45B to shaft
26 through second disk 48B. Second-stage radial reten-
tion system 46B is similar to that of first-stage radial re-
tention system 42 in that it provides radial retention of
blade section 45B while permitting it to rotate about its
radial axis. Second-stage radial retention system 46B is
connected to actuation mechanism 50, which is similar
to actuation mechanism 44. Actuation mechanism 50
provides rotational motion about centerline CL relative
to shaft 32 such that downstream blade section 45B is
pivoted about its radial axis on disk 48B. Accordingly, the
relative rotation of downstream blade section 45B to up-
stream blade section 45A provided by actuation mecha-
nism 50 changes the camber of second-stage blade 14.
[0013] First-stage blade 12 and second-stage blade
14 thus include mechanisms for varying the airflow
through engine 10 to optimize engine performance. For
example, engines are typically designed to operate most
efficiently at a design point. The design point contem-
plates a typical engine operating scenario, typically a
highly fuel-efficient cruising speed, at which point the en-
gine components will function to operate the turbine en-
gine at peak efficiency. However, all gas turbine engines
must operate above and below the design point, such as
during takeoff and landing, and thus must necessarily
operate at below optimal efficiency. However, engine ef-
ficiency can be partially, if not wholly, restored to near
peak operating conditions by varying the airflow through
the engine, particularly the fan and compressor sections.

Inlet air enters fan section 11 at inlet I. Engine airflow is
adjusted by varying the pitch and camber of the com-
pressor blades. Actuation mechanisms 44 and 50, along
with radial retention systems 42, 46A and 46B, provide
the means by which first-stage blade 12 and second-
stage blade 14 are enabled to adjust airflow through fan
section 11. Accordingly, inlet air exits fan section 11 at
optimal velocity and pressure to provide thrust or to sup-
ply a combustion process, such as at exits E1 and E2,
respectively.
[0014] FIG. 2 shows a close-up view of actuation
mechanism 44 for variable pitch fan blade 12 of FIG. 1.
First-stage blade 12 is connected to first-stage shaft 24
through inlet radial retention system 42, which comprises
vane hub 52, pivot pin 54, fist hub 56A, second hub 56B,
first u-strap 58A, second u-strap 58B, first retainer 60A
and second retainer 60B. Shaft 24 is supported at its
downstream end by conical support 28 and at its up-
stream end by support 64. Shaft 24, Shaft 28 and support
64 rotate in unison about centerline CL during operation
of engine 10. The inner diameter of first-stage blade 12
is connected to and radially pivots about hub 52 on pivot
pin 54. Thus, hub 52 comprises a rotor or disk member
for receiving a plurality of first-stage blades about its cir-
cumference. Pin 54 is inserted into bore 62 on hub 52
such that pin shaft 64 is inserted into hub 66 of blade 12.
Hub 52 is secured to first-stage shaft 24 with fastener 62
such that hub 52, pivot pin 54 and blade 12 rotate about
centerline CL with shaft 24 during operation of engine
10. Engine 10 reaches high rotational speeds during op-
eration, resulting in blade 12 being subjected to signifi-
cant centrifugal force and tensile stress. Thus, blade 12
is further secured to shaft 24 with first-stage radial reten-
tion system 42.
[0015] U-straps 58A and 58B comprise flexible straps
that connect the main body of blade 12 with shaft 24 such
that hub 52 and pin 54 are relieved of providing primary
radial retention of blade 12. First hub 56A and second
hub 56B are secured to shaft 24 in any conventional man-
ner sufficient to restrain radial and axial movement of first
hub 56A and second hub 56B. In one embodiment, hubs
56A and 56B are welded to shaft 24. In another embod-
iment, hubs 56A and 56B are connected to shaft 24 with
threaded fasteners. Hubs 56A and 56B include radially
outward opening apertures 67A and 67B for receiving u-
straps 58A and 58B, respectively. Hubs 56A and 56B
also include tangential opening apertures 68A and 68B
for receiving retainers 60A and 60B, respectively. Re-
tainers 60A and 60B include posts (not shown) around
which u-straps 58A and 58B are looped such that the
ends of u-straps 58A and 58B are available for connec-
tion to the body of blade 12. Thus, a first end of u-strap
58A is secured to a first interior side of blade 12 and a
second end of u-strap 58A is secured to a second interior
side of blade 12, with the length of u-strap 58A looped
around the post of retainer 60A. U-strap 58B is connected
to blade 12 and retainer 60B in a similar manner. Retain-
ers 60A and 60B are inserted into tangentially opening
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apertures 58A and 58B in hubs 56A and 56B such that
u-straps 58A and 58B extend through radially outward
opening apertures 57A and 57B. Retainers 60A and 60B
interlock with hubs 56A and 56B such that radial move-
ment of retainers 60A and 60B is restricted. Hubs 56A
and 56B include adjusting mechanisms such that the po-
sition of retainers 60A and 60B are adjusted within hubs
56A and 56B. Thus, the tension of u-straps 58A and 58B
is adjustable to provide tensile support to blade 12 and
retainers 60A and 60B are prevented from withdrawing
from hubs 56A and 56B. Additional secondary means
can also be provided to immobilize retainers 60A and
60B within hubs 56A and 56B, such as threaded fasten-
ers. U-straps 58A and 58B comprise bands of flexible
material that have good tensile strength properties. As
such, u-straps 58A and 58B provide radial support to
blade 12, yet also permit blade 12 to rotate about shaft
64 of pin 54.
[0016] Blade 12 is connected to actuation mechanism
44 such that blade 12 is rotated about pin 54. Blade 12
includes platform 65, hub 66 and actuation arm 69, which
includes bore 70. Actuation mechanism 44 includes ac-
tuation pin 72, first bearing assembly 74, harmonic drive
76, second bearing assembly 78, stepper motor 80 and
support 82. Support 82 is mounted to bracket 84, which
is mounted such that it is stationary within engine 10.
Bracket 84 is supported at its outer diameter end by inlet
guide vane 16 and fan case 34, and extends inward to-
wards centerline CL where it is supported by bearing as-
sembly 36 at its inner diameter end. Thus, shaft 24 is
permitted to rotate beneath bracket 84 by bearing as-
sembly 36. Stepper motor 80 is supported by bracket 84
through support 82 such that they are fixed within engine
10 so as to not rotate with shaft 24. Second bearing as-
sembly 78 is disposed between stepper motor 80 and
harmonic drive 76. Harmonic drive 76, first bearing as-
sembly 74 and pin 72 are supported by hub 52 such that
they rotate with shaft 24. Harmonic drive 76 includes out-
put spline/rigid gear 86, inner spline/flexible gear 88; sec-
ond bearing assembly 78 includes outer race 90, inner
race 92 and bearings 93; and stepper motor 80 includes
stator coil 94 and rotor 96.
[0017] Stepper motor 80 comprises an electric motor
that produces incremental rotational output. Stepper mo-
tor 80 converts electrical digital pulse inputs to a prede-
termined rotational step of the output shaft - rotor 96.
Between impulses, stepper motor 80 holds its positions
such that stator coil 94 and rotor 96 are locked in position
with respect to each other, without the assistance of ad-
ditional brake or clutch mechanisms. Accordingly, the po-
sition of rotor 96 with respect to stator coil 94 can be
accurately controlled and recorded with, for example, dig-
ital controller. Thus, rotor 96 rotates about coil 94 in a
controlled manner. Inner race 92 of second bearing as-
sembly 78 is connected to rotor 96 and outer race 90 is
connected to inner spline/flexible gear 88. Bearings 93
are positioned between inner race 92 and outer race 90
such that rotor 96 is free to rotate within inner spline/flex-

ible gear 88. As mentioned above, hub 52 rotates about
centerline CL such that flexible gear 88 also rotates about
centerline. Flexible gear 88 includes gear teeth that mesh
with gear teeth of rigid gear 86. Rigid gear 86 is supported
by flexible gear 88 through the meshed gear teeth at its
inner diameter, and by first bearing assembly 74 at its
outer diameter. Actuation pin 72 is inserted through a
bore in rigid gear 86 and into bore 70 of actuation arm
68 of vane 12. Thus, rigid gear 86 is not connected to
hub 52 or shaft 24, but is rotated about centerline CL at
the speed of shaft 24 through its connection with actua-
tion pin 72 and flexible gear 88. Actuation pin 72 is in-
serted into hub 66 of vane 12 so that vane 12 rotates
about pin shaft 64 as rigid gear 86 is rotated between
first bearing assembly 74 and second bearing assembly
78. Rigid gear 86 is rotated through its interaction with
flexible gear 88 and stepper motor 80.
[0018] Flexible gear 88 comprises a flexible band,
comprising vertical portion 98 and horizontal portion 100,
to which its gear teeth are attached. Vertical portion 98
is rigidly mounted to hub 52 such that it rotates with hub
52. Horizontal portion 100 extends axially from vertical
portion 98 such that its gear teeth can interact with that
of rigid gear 86. Thus, horizontal portion 100 is cantilev-
ered such that it is free to flex in the radial direction. Flex-
ible gear 88 circumscribes second bearing assembly 78
and rotor 96 of stepper motor 80. The outer diameter of
rotor 96 is elliptical in shape such that flexible gear 88
also takes on an elliptical shape when rotor 96 is inserted
into flexible gear 88. Rigid gear 86 circumscribes flexible
gear 88 such that their teeth mesh. Rotor 96 rotates within
flexible gear 88 to deform the profile of flexible gear 88.
As flexible gear 88 deforms, its teeth engage with the
teeth of rigid gear 86 to cause rotation of rigid gear 86 in
the same direction as rotor 96. Thus, flexible gear 88
adjusts the relative position of rigid gear 86 around cen-
terline CL with respect to hub 52. The relative rotational
adjustment of rigid gear 86 pushes and pulls actuation
arm 69 through pin 72, thus adjusting the pitch of blade
12. The operation of actuation mechanism 44 is further
illustrated in FIG. 3.
[0019] FIG. 3 shows a partial, schematic front view of
actuation mechanism 44 of FIG. 2. Actuation mechanism
44, which provides rotational movement to actuation arm
69 to adjust the pitch of blade 12, includes harmonic drive
76 and stepper motor 80. Stepper motor 80, which in-
cludes coil 94 and rotor 96, is positioned about centerline
CL within engine 10. Stepper motor 80 is hereinafter de-
scribed as a permanent magnet stepper motor, however
other types of stepper motors, such as variable reluc-
tance and hybrid motors, may also be used. Stepper mo-
tor 80 is mounted to support 82 such that coil 94 is held
stationary as engine 10 operates. Support 82 comprises
a cylindrical support around which coil 94 is mounted.
Coil 94 comprises a circular hoop made up of conductive
windings through which electrical input current is passed
in order to generate an electromagnetic field.
[0020] Rotor 96, which is comprised of permanent
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magnet material, includes inner surface 102, which has
a circular profile, and outer surface 104, which has an
elliptical profile. Rotor 96 is disposed about centerline CL
such that inner surface 102 surrounds coil 94. Coil 94
receives digital pulses from controller 97 such that rotor
96 is rotated through the electromagnetic interaction of
coil 94 and rotor 96. The operation of stepper motors is
commonly known and a detailed explanation need not
be included here. It is, however, important to note that
the various embodiments of stepper motors include
toothed interactions such that the rotor rotates in a
"stepped" fashion. Thus, a simplified explanation of step-
per motor 80 is provided. Rotor 96 comprises a perma-
nent magnet such that it has north pole N and a diamet-
rically opposed south pole, which is not shown. Coil 94
includes four teeth that are spaced at each quadrant of
coil 94. For example, coil 94 includes first tooth 106 and
second tooth 108, which include conductive coil wind-
ings. The four teeth are energized in sequence to cause
rotation of rotor 96 as pole N is attracted to each tooth
as it is energized. Thus, the rotation of rotor 96 can be
incrementally controlled by the sequence of energizing
each tooth. Once rotor 96 is rotated to the desired posi-
tion, it is held in place by the continuous energizing of
the tooth closest to pole N. The number of toothed inter-
actions controls the incremental or "stepped" rotation of
rotor 96. Various stepper motors have various numbers
of teeth. In variable reluctance motors, for example, ro-
tors typically have about twelve teeth and stators have
about nine teeth, which results in about five to about fif-
teen degree step increments. In hybrid motors, both the
rotor and the stator have, for example, about twenty-four
teeth, resulting in stepped increments of about 1.8 de-
grees. Rotor 96 comprises a stepper motor having ninety-
degree steps due to the four quadrant-positioned teeth.
However, through the gear reduction of harmonic drive
76, rigid gear 86 is rotated much less than ninety degrees.
[0021] Harmonic drive 76 comprises flexible gear 88,
which includes teeth 110, and rigid gear 86, which in-
cludes teeth 112. Teeth 110 and teeth 112, only a seg-
ment of which are shown in FIG. 3, extend around the
entire circumferences of rigid gear 86 and flexible gear
88. Again, the specifics of harmonic drives are well known
to those skilled in the art and the details need not be
elaborated on here. However, a description of harmonic
drive 76 is provided so that the workings of the present
invention are readily understood. Flexible gear 88 is
wrapped around rotor 96 through second bearing assem-
bly 78. Bearing assembly 78 includes outer race 90, inner
race 92 and bearings 93. Inner race 92 is secured to
outer surface 104 of rotor 96 such that it takes on the
elliptical shape of rotor 96. The eccentricity of outer sur-
face 104 is exaggerated in FIG. 3 for clarity. In actuality,
the eccentricity of outer surface 104 is slight such that it
is nearly circular. Bearings 93, of which only two are
shown, encircle rotor 96 and are configured for rolling in
inner race 92. Outer race 90 encircles bearings 93 and
retains bearings 93 within bearing assembly 78. Outer

race 90 is flexible and abuts inner diameter surface of
flexible gear 88. As rotor 96 is driven by coil 94, the major
axis of rotor 96 rotates about centerline CL causing a
deformation of outer race 90 and flexible gear 88. Thus,
flexible gear 88 comprises an ellipse that is concentrically
disposed within circular rigid gear 86. Accordingly, flex-
ible gear 88 engages rigid gear 86 at two regions, one
of which is at pole N between teeth 110 and teeth 112.
The other region being at the south pole. Rotor 96 rotates
at the speed of stepper motor 80, but flexible gear 88 is
rotated according to the interaction of teeth 110 with teeth
112. The number of teeth comprising teeth 110 is two
less than the number of teeth comprising teeth 112. Thus,
for one revolution of rotor 96, the position of rigid gear
86 with respect to flexible gear 88 shifts by two teeth.
Since flexible gear 88 is maintained relatively stationary
(flexible gear 88 rotates about centerline CL during op-
eration of engine 10), one revolution of rotor 96 causes
a shift in position of rigid gear 86 in the same direction.
Thus, harmonic drive 76 provides a high input/output ratio
such that significant rotation of rotor 96 results in only a
small movement of rigid gear 86, as the pitch of blade 12
need only be slightly adjusted. For example, gear ratios
of approximately 100:1 can be achieved with harmonic
drive 76.
[0022] Blade 12 is connected to rigid gear 86 through
a pinned connection. FIG. 3 only shows a single blade
for simplicity. Engine 10, however, comprises an array
of fan blades disposed radially about shroud 52, each of
which is similarly connected to rigid gear 86. Pin 72 is
extended through rigid gear 86 such that its shaft extends
radially from rigid gear 86. Actuator arm 69 extends ax-
ially from blade 12 such that bore 70 engages with pin
72. Blade 12 is disposed radially about shroud 52 on pin
54 (as seen in FIG. 2) such that it is rotatable about axis
A. Pin 72 rotates about centerline CL as rigid gear 86 is
rotated by flexible gear 88. Actuator arm 69 is corre-
spondingly rotated about pin 72 at bore 70. Bore 70 is
elliptically shaped such that it permits rotation of actuator
arm 69 about axis A as bore 70 moves axially along cen-
terline CL. However, bore 70 also maintains interaction
between actuator pin 72 and actuator arm 69 such that
movement of rigid gear 86 translates into precise move-
ment of actuator arm 69.
[0023] Operation of actuation mechanism 44 can be
carried out in several manners. Bracket 82 and coil 94
are rigidly fixed within engine 10 such that they cannot
rotate about centerline CL. Rigid gear 86 and flexible
gear 88 are connected with shroud 52 such that they
always rotate with shaft 24 during operation of engine
10. Rotation of rotor 96 about centerline CL is, however,
controlled electrically by coil 94. Rotor 96 is disposed
between coil 94 and flexible gear 88 such that it can be
driven by coil 94 to rotate about centerline CL, or can be
locked by coil 94 to stay stationary about centerline CL.
Alternatively, movement of rotor 96 can be mechanically
controlled through its linkage with flexible gear 88 and
rigid gear 86. When power to coil 94 is stopped, rotor 96
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will mechanically rotate with flexible gear 88, as flexible
gear 88 becomes bound with rigid gear 86 maintaining
the two areas of elliptical contact between rotor 96 and
flexible gear 88 constant. Specifically, as shaft 24 of en-
gine 10 rotates about centerline CL, rigid gear 86 is pulled
along by the interaction of teeth 110 with teeth 112, and
by the interaction of actuator arm 69 with pin 72. Thus,
flexible gear 88 is locked with rigid gear 86 and there is
enough friction between flexible gear 88, bearing assem-
bly 78 and rotor 96 to drag rotor 96 along with flexible
gear 88 because stator coil 94 provides no resistance to
rotor 96. Thus, rotor 96 can be electrically or mechanically
rotated about centerline CL such that relative motion be-
tween rigid gear 86 and flexible gear 88 is eliminated and
rotation of blade 12 about axis A is held constant.
[0024] Rotor 96 can be driven in either of two manners
to adjust the pitch of blade 12 about axis A. In one em-
bodiment, power to coil 94 can be ceased such that rotor
96 rotates with flexible gear 88 about centerline CL. Pow-
er can then be intermittently supplied to coil 94 to cause
rotation of rotor 96 relative to flexible gear 88. Thus, step-
per motor 80 supplies enough torque to rotor 96 to over-
come the friction between rotor 96, bearing assembly 78
and flexible gear 88. Power is supplied to coil 94 in con-
trolled, discrete increments such that the movement of
rotor 96 induced by coil 94 is known. Thus, the correlated
movement of blade 12 about axis A is also known. Thus,
in conjunction with other systems of engine 10, such as
controller 97, flight control systems, fuel supply systems
and the like, operation of engine 10, and specifically air-
flow through fan section 11, can be controlled. For ex-
ample, greater airflow capacity, greater engine efficiency
and greater engine operability are achieved by varying
the flow through fan section 11 with variable pitch blade
12 of the present invention.
[0025] Likewise, in another embodiment of the inven-
tion, airflow through fan section 11 can be controlled by
actively driving stepper motor 80. Rotation of rotor 96
can be controlled by actively supplying power to coil 94
to drive rotor 96 at the speed flexible gear 88 rotates
about centerline CL during operation of engine 10. Thus,
rotor 96 can be driven to advance in the direction of ro-
tation of flexible gear 88 to cause adjustment of blade 12
in one direction. Conversely, rotor 96 can be back-driven
to slow the rotation of rotor 96 in the direction of rotation
of flexible gear 88 to cause adjustment of blade 12 in a
second direction. As in the previous embodiment, the
advancement and retreat of rotor 96 is precisely control-
led to cause known movements of blade 12 such that
airflow through fan section 11 is controlled. Additionally,
actuation of second-stage blade 14 is similarly controlled
by actuation mechanism 50.
[0026] FIG. 4 shows a close-up view of actuation
mechanism 50 for variable camber fan blade 14 of FIG.
1. The camber of blade 14 is adjusted with actuation
mechanism to adjust airflow through fan section 11.
Blade 14 is comprised of upstream blade section 45A,
which is mounted to fan disk 48A, and downstream blade

section 45B, which is mounted to fan disk 48B. Fan disks
48A and 48B are connected to each other and to second-
stage section 26 of shaft 24 through second-stage radial
retention system 46A. Threaded fastener 114 passes
through flange 116 of fan disk 48A, fan disk 48A and
flange 118 of fan disk 48B such that fan disks 48A and
48B rotate in unison with second-stage section 26 and
fan shaft 24. Upstream blade section 45A, including plat-
form 119, is integrally formed with or otherwise connect-
ed with fan disk 48A such that upstream blade section
45A is restrained from radial movement.
[0027] Downstream blade section 45B is restrained
from radial movement through second-stage radial re-
tention system 46B. Second-stage radial retention sys-
tem is configured such that downstream blade section
45B is permitted to rotate about its radial axis at the outer
circumference of fan disk 48B. Second-stage radial re-
tention system 46B comprises vane platform 120, pivot
pin 122, fist hub 124A, second hub 124B, first u-strap
126A, second u-strap 126B, first retainer 128A and sec-
ond retainer 128B. Second-stage radial retention system
46B is configured similarly to first-stage radial retention
system 46A. For example, flexible u-straps 126A and
126B are looped around posts within retainers 128A and
128B, which are then inserted into tangentially opening
apertures within hubs 124A and 124B. The ends of u-
straps 126A and 126B are connected to either side of
blade 14. Thus, hubs 124A and 124B restrain radial
movement of retainers 128A and 128B, which restrain
radial movement of u-straps 126A and 126B. U-straps
126A and 126B restrain radial movement of blade 14,
but also permit blade 14 to rotate about pivot pin 122 on
vane platform 120 through actuation mechanism 50.
[0028] Actuation mechanism 50 includes actuation
arm 130, actuation pin 132, first bearing assembly 134,
harmonic drive 136, second bearing assembly 138, step-
per motor 140 and support 142. Support 142 is mounted
to bracket 40A, which is mounted such that it is stationary
within engine 10. Stepper motor 140 and second bearing
assembly 138 are supported by bracket 40A through sup-
port 142 such that they are fixed within engine 10 so as
to not rotate with shaft 24. Harmonic drive 136, first bear-
ing assembly 134 and pin 132 are supported by platform
120 such that they rotate with shaft 24. Harmonic drive
136 includes output spline/rigid gear 144, inner
spline/flexible gear 146; and stepper motor 140 includes
stator coil 148 and rotor 150.
[0029] Actuation mechanism 50 operates in a similar
fashion as actuation mechanism 44 to rotate downstream
blade section 45B about axis B. Rigid gear 144, flexible
gear 146, actuation arm 130 and section 45B rotate about
centerline CL during operation of engine 10. Actuation
mechanism 50 rotates rigid gear 144 relative to flexible
gear 146 about centerline CL to move actuation arm 130
through pin 132. Actuation arm 130 is connected to plat-
form 120 such that downstream blade section 45B is ro-
tated about axis B on pin 122 when actuation arm 130 is
manipulated by rigid gear 144. Rigid gear 144 is support-
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ed within engine 10 between bearing assembly 152 and
flexible gear 146. Flexible gear 146 is rigidly connected
to fan disk 48B such that it rotates with shaft 24, and is
supported by bearing assembly 154. Bearing assembly
154 is mounted to rotor 150 of stepper motor 140. Rotor
150 has an elliptical outer profile such that it rotates within
bearing assembly 154 to deform flexible gear 146 in such
a fashion as to rotate rigid gear 144 through toothed con-
nection 156, in a manner similar to as what was described
with respect to actuation mechanism 44. Rotor 150 has
a circular inner profile such that rotor 150 is rotatable
about coil 148. Rotor 150 and coil 148 have a toothed
interface such that they comprise stepper motor 140.
Stepper motor 140 may be any suitable type of stepper
motor (e.g. permanent magnet, variable reluctance or
hybrid) such that rotor 150 can be rotated about coil 94
in a controlled, incremental fashion. As such, stepper mo-
tor 140 can be driven in any of the manners described
with respect to stepper motor 80 to manipulate the posi-
tion of rigid gear 144 with respect to that of flexible gear
146. Accordingly, the rotation of downstream blade sec-
tion 45B about axis B is precisely actuated to vary the
camber of blade 14 and to control airflow through fan
section 11. Thus, in conjunction with variable pitch blade
12 of FIG. 2, a plurality of variable pitch blades 12 and a
plurality of variable camber blades 14 are disposed within
engine 10 to control airflow through fan section 11.
[0030] FIG. 5 shows a schematic top view of fan section
11 of FIG. 1, showing variable pitch fan blades 12 of FIG.
2 and variable camber fan blades 14 of FIG. 4. Stator
vanes 18, which are disposed between blades 12 and
blades 14 within engine 10 (see FIG. 1), have been omit-
ted for simplicity. Fan blades 12 are disposed within en-
gine 10 such that they extend generally in the direction
of centerline CL from leading edge 158 to trailing edge
160. Fan blades 12 are configured for rotation about pivot
pins 64 on platforms 65. Fan blades 14 are disposed
generally in the direction of centerline CL within engine
10, with upstream blade sections 45A forming the leading
edge of each blade 14, and downstream blade sections
45B forming the trailing edge of each blade 14. Down-
stream blade sections 45B are configured for rotation
about pivot pins 122 on platforms 120, while upstream
blade sections 45A fixedly extend from platforms 119. In
various embodiments, engine 10 includes about thirty to
about forty of first-stage blades 12 and second-stage
blades 14 disposed circumferentially about shaft 24 and
rotors 48A and 48B, respectively.
[0031] During operation of engine 10 air enters fan sec-
tion 11 at leading edge 158 of variable pitch blades 12,
travels past stator vanes 18, and on through variable
camber blades 14. In order to maximize performance of
engine 10, blades 12 are rotated about pivot pins 64 and
downstream blade sections 45B are rotated about pivot
pins 122. For example, engine surge is a potential prob-
lem during operation of engine 10. Surge occurs when
pressure is lost within engine 10, such as at fan section
11, resulting in a reversal of the airflow within engine 10.

As such, there is the potential for engine stall and for
burning fuel to flow forward within engine 10. It is, how-
ever, most fuel efficient to operate engine 10 close to the
surge point. It is desirable to maintain the surge margin
as small as possible during all operating conditions of
engine 10. The surge margin of engine 10 can be main-
tained at desirable low levels by changing the pitch of
blades 12 and the camber of blades 14, utilizing actuation
mechanisms 44 and 50 as described above.
[0032] Variable pitch blades 12 are rotated about pivot
pins 64 to control the surge margin. For example, when
engine 10 is started blades 12 are rotated such that air-
flow through variable pitch blades 12 is partially closed,
as only small amounts of air are required for combustion.
As engine 10 is brought up to speed and during operation
of engine 10, variable pitch blades 12 are opened up to
let additional airflow through to the combustors. When
electronic engine controls detect an impending surge,
variable pitch blades 12 are rotated to close airflow
through blades 12. Thus, actuation of variable pitch
blades 12 is integrated with full-authority, digital electron-
ic control systems of engine 10 to coordinate operation
of engine 10.
[0033] Likewise, actuation of variable camber blades
14 is coordinated with the full-authority, digital electric
control system of engine 10. Downstream blade sections
45B are rotated about pivot pins 122 to control the surge
margin within engine 10. Downstream blade sections
45B are positioned downstream of upstream blade sec-
tions 45A such that together they form an airfoil body.
Downstream blade sections 45B are positioned down-
stream of upstream blade sections 45A such that they
slightly overlap in the axial direction. Downstream blade
sections 45B are positioned slightly to the pressure side
of upstream blade sections 45A such that there is a small
gap between upstream blade section 45A and 45B. Plat-
forms 119 of upstream blade sections 45A include notch-
es 162 and 164 that conform around the leading edge
portions of downstream blade sections 45B. However, in
other embodiments of the present invention, downstream
blade sections 45B are placed in different positions with
respect to upstream blade sections 45A. For example,
downstream blade sections 45B may be placed directly
behind the trailing edge portions of upstream blade sec-
tions 45A such that no gaps are present. In any config-
uration, downstream blade sections 45B are rotatable
about pivot pins 122. Accordingly, the curvature of blades
14 is altered to differentiate the pressure profile from up-
stream portion 45A to downstream portion 45B. For ex-
ample, as downstream portions 45B are rotated clock-
wise as shown in FIG. 5, the curvature of blades 14 in-
creases such that the pressure at downstream portions
45B is increased. As such, blades 14 do more work and
more air is pushed through fan section 11. Accordingly,
at any time during operation of engine 10, if the full-au-
thority, digital electronic control systems of engine 10 de-
tects surge conditions, downstream blade sections 45B
can be rotated counterclockwise to increase the pressure
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in fan section 11 to prevent the back flow of air through
engine 10. Thus, blades 12 and blades 14 are able to
operate efficiently at off-point operation of engine 10.
[0034] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed with reference to preferred embodiments, work-
ers skilled in the art will recognize that changes may be
made in form and detail without departing from the scope
of the invention.

Claims

1. A variable rotor blade mechanism for use in a gas
turbine engine, the mechanism comprising:

a blade rotor for rotating about an axial engine
centerline during operation of the gas turbine
engine;
a blade (12; 45B) extending radially from the
blade rotor and configured for rotation about a
radial axis;
a harmonic drive system (76; 136) mounted to
the blade rotor and connected to the blade (12;
45B) to rotate the blade about the radial axis the
harmonic drive system (76; 136) comprising:

a flexible gear (88; 146) mounted to the
blade rotor such that it rotates about the
centerline with the blade rotor; and
a rigid gear (86; 144) engaged with the flex-
ible gear (88; 146);

a stepper motor (80; 140) for driving the harmon-
ic drive (76; 136) with relative rotational input
with respect to the rotation of the blade rotor,
a bracket (84; 40A) disposed about the engine
centerline for supporting the stepper motor (80;
140) stationary with respect to the rotation of
blade rotor such that the relative rotational input
to the stepper motor (80; 140) is generated; said
stepper motor (80; 140) comprising:

a stator (94; 148) mounted to the bracket
(84; 40A) such that it circumscribes the cen-
terline; and
a drive rotor (96; 150) configured for rotation
about the stator (94; 148)
wherein the drive rotor (96; 150) acts as a
drive input to the flexible gear (88; 146) to
cause relative rotation of the rigid gear (86;
144) about the centerline with respect to the
blade rotor such that the rigid gear (86; 144)
rotates said blade (12; 45B) about said ra-
dial axis;
characterised in that:

said flexible gear (88) circumscribes
said drive rotor (96; 150) such that said

drive rotor (96; 150) is within said flex-
ible gear (88) and said drive rotor (96;
150) has an elliptical outer diameter
(104) such that said flexible gear (88)
takes on an elliptical shape when the
drive rotor (96; 50) is inserted into said
flexible gear (88).

2. The variable rotor blade mechanism of claim 1 and
further comprising an actuator arm (69; 130) axially
extending from the blade (12; 45B) for converting
the relative rotational input to the harmonic drive (76;
136) to rotation of the blade (12; 45B) about the radial
axis.

3. The variable rotor blade mechanism of claim 2 and
further comprising:

a pin (54; 122) extending through the blade rotor;
a bore positioned at an inner diameter of the
blade (12; 45B) for receiving the pin (54; 122)
such that the blade (12; 45B) is rotatable about
the pin (54; 122); and
a radial retention system (42; 46B) for restrain-
ing radial movement of the blade (12; 45B) while
allowing rotation of the blade (12; 45B) about
the radial axis.

4. The variable rotor blade mechanism of claim 3
wherein rotation of the blade (12; 45B) about the
radial axis by the actuation arm (69; 130) adjusts a
pitch of the blade (12; 45B).

5. The variable rotor blade mechanism of claim 3 or 4
and further comprising:

an upstream blade rotor positioned upstream of
the blade rotor;
an upstream blade section (45A) positioned up-
stream of the blade (45B) such that the upstream
blade section (45A) and the blade (45B) are ar-
ranged in a two-piece airfoil configuration; and
wherein the rotation of the blade (45B) about the
radial axis adjusts a camber of the two-piece
airfoil configuration.

6. The variable rotor blade mechanism of any preced-
ing claim wherein the stator (94; 148) is stationary
with respect to the rotation of the blade rotor and
provides electrical input to the drive rotor (96; 150)
such that the drive rotor (96; 150) rotates about the
centerline.

7. The variable rotor blade mechanism of claim 6
wherein the stepper motor (80; 140) comprises
stepped engagements such that the drive rotor (96;
150) advances in incremental steps and such that
the rotor can be locked at each incremental step.
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8. The variable rotor mechanism of claim 7 and further
comprising a digital control device for providing elec-
trical input to the stator coil (94; 148).

9. The variable rotor blade mechanism of claim 8
wherein the stepper motor (80; 140) is continuously
operatable to drive the drive rotor (96; 150) with the
absolute rotation of the blade rotor, or is intermittently
operatable to allow free rotation of the drive rotor
(96; 150) with the absolute rotation of the blade rotor.

10. The variable rotor blade mechanism of any preced-
ing claim wherein:

the rigid gear (86; 144) is an annular rigid gear
(86; 144) connected to an or the actuator arm
(69; 130) and having a set of radially inward fac-
ing teeth (112); and
the flexible gear (88; 186) is an annular flexible
gear (88; 146) having a set of radially outward
facing teeth (110) engaged with the set of radi-
ally inward facing teeth (112); and
relative rotation of the drive rotor (96; 150) with
respect to the blade rotor produces rotation of
the blade (12; 45B) about the radial axis through
the toothed engagement and the actuator arm
(69; 130).

11. The variable rotor blade mechanism of any preced-
ing claim wherein a bearing assembly (93) is dis-
posed between the drive rotor (96; 150) of the step-
per motor (80) and the flexible gear (88) of the har-
monic drive (76).

12. The variable rotor blade mechanism of any preced-
ing claim wherein the rotor (96; 150) further compris-
es:

a circular inner bore (102) configured for rotation
about the stator (94; 148).

Patentansprüche

1. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus zur Verwendung
in einem Gasturbinenmotor, wobei der Mechanis-
mus Folgendes umfasst:

einen Blattrotor zum Rotieren um eine axiale
Motor-Mittellinie während des Betriebs des Gas-
turbinenmotors;
ein Blatt (12; 45B), das sich radial von dem Blatt-
rotor erstreckt und zur Rotation um eine radiale
Achse konfiguriert ist;
ein harmonisches Antriebssystem (76; 136),
das an dem Blattmotor montiert und mit dem
Blatt (12; 45B) verbunden ist, um das Blatt um
die radiale Achse zu drehen, wobei das harmo-

nische Antriebssystem (76; 136) Folgendes um-
fasst:

ein flexibles Getriebe (88; 146), das an dem
Blattrotor montiert ist, so dass es mit dem
Blattrotor um die Mittellinie rotiert; und
ein starres Getriebe (86; 144), das sich mit
dem flexiblen Getriebe (88; 146) in Eingriff
befindet;
einen Schrittmotor (80; 140) zum Antreiben
des harmonischen Antriebs (76; 136) mit re-
lativem Rotationseingang in Bezug auf die
Rotation des Blattrotors;
einen Bügel (84; 40A), der um die Motor-
Mittellinie angebracht ist, um den Schrittmo-
tor (80; 140) in Bezug auf die Rotation des
Blattrotors stationär zu stützen, so dass der
relative Rotationseingang an den Schritt-
motor (80; 140) erzeugt wird;

wobei der Schrittmotor (80; 140) Folgendes um-
fasst:

einen Stator (94; 148), der an dem Bügel
(84; 40A) befestigt ist, so dass er die Mittel-
linie begrenzt; und
einen Antriebsrotor (96; 150), der zur Rota-
tion um den Stator (94; 148) konfiguriert ist,
wobei der Antriebsrotor (96; 150) als ein An-
triebseingang an das flexible Getriebe (88;
146) agiert, um relative Rotation des starren
Getriebes (86; 144) um die Mittellinie in Be-
zug auf den Blattrotor zu verursachen, so
dass das starre Getriebe (86; 144) das Blatt
(12; 45B) um die radiale Achse rotiert;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:

das flexible Getriebe (88) den Antriebsrotor
(96; 150) begrenzt, so dass sich der An-
triebsrotor (96; 150) innerhalb des flexiblen
Getriebes (88) befindet und der Antriebsro-
tor (96; 150) einen elliptischen Außendurch-
messer (104) aufweist, so dass das flexible
Getriebe (88) eine elliptische Form an-
nimmt, wenn der Antriebsrotor (96; 50) in
das flexible Getriebe (88) eingeführt wird.

2. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach Anspruch 1,
weiter umfassend einen Aktuatorarm (69; 130), der
sich axial von dem Blatt (12; 45B) erstreckt, um den
relativen Rotationseingang an den harmonischen
Antrieb (76; 136) in Rotation des Blattes (12; 45B)
um die radiale Achse umzuwandeln.

3. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach Anspruch 2
und weiter umfassend:
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einen Stift (54; 122), der sich durch den Blattro-
tor erstreckt;
eine Bohrung, die zum Aufnehmen des Stiftes
(54; 122) an einem Innendurchmesser des Blat-
tes (12; 45B) positioniert ist, so dass das Blatt
(12; 45B) um den Stift (54; 122) rotierbar ist; und
ein radiales Rückhaltesystem (42; 46B) zum
Einschränken radialer Bewegung des Blattes
(12; 45B), während es Rotation des Blattes (12;
45B) um die radiale Achse ermöglicht.

4. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach Anspruch 3,
wobei Rotation des Blattes (12; 45B) um die radiale
Achse durch den Betätigungsarm (69; 130) eine
Stellung des Blattes (12; 45B) einstellt.

5. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach Anspruch 3
oder 4 und weiter umfassend:

einen vorgeschalteten Blattrotor, der dem Blatt-
rotor vorgeschaltet positioniert ist;
einen vorgeschalteten Blattbereich (45A), der
dem Blatt (45B) vorgeschaltet positioniert ist, so
dass der vorgeschaltete Blattbereich (45A) und
das Blatt (45B) in einer zweiteiligen Schaufel-
blattkonfiguration angeordnet sind; und
wobei die Rotation des Blattes (45B) um die ra-
diale Achse einen Sturz der zweiteiligen Schau-
felblattkonfiguration einstellt.

6. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach einem der
vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei der Stator (94;
148) in Bezug auf die Rotation des Blattrotors stati-
onär ist und dem Antriebsrotor (96; 150) elektrischen
Eingang bereitstellt, so dass der Antriebsrotor (96;
150) um die Mittellinie rotiert.

7. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach Anspruch 6,
wobei der Schrittmotor (80; 140) abgestufte Eingriff-
elemente umfasst, so dass sich der Antriebsrotor
(96; 150) in inkrementellen Schritten bewegt, und so
dass der Rotor an jedem inkrementellen Schritt blo-
ckiert werden kann.

8. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach Anspruch 7
und weiter umfassend eine digitale Steuerungsvor-
richtung zum Bereitstellen eines elektrischen Ein-
gangs an die Statorwindung (94; 148).

9. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach Anspruch 8,
wobei der Schrittmotor (80; 140) kontinuierlich be-
treibbar ist, um den Antriebsrotor (96; 150) mit der
absoluten Rotation des Blattmotors anzutreiben,
oder zweitweise betreibbar ist, um freie Rotation des
Antriebsrotors (96; 150) mit der absoluten Rotation
des Blattrotors zu ermöglichen.

10. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach einem der

vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei:

das starre Getriebe (86; 144) ein ringförmiges
starres Getriebe (86; 144) ist, das mit einem
oder dem Aktuatorarm (69; 130) verbunden ist
und einen Satz radial nach innen gewandter
Zähne (112) aufweist; und
das flexible Getriebe (88; 186) ein ringförmiges
flexibles Getriebe (88; 146) ist, das einen Satz
radial nach außen gewandter Zähne (110) auf-
weist, die sich mit einem Satz radial nach innen
gewandter Zähne (112) in Eingriff befinden; und
relative Rotation des Antriebsrotors (96; 150) in
Bezug auf den Blattrotor Rotation des Blattes
(12; 45B) um die radiale Achse durch den ver-
zahnten Eingriff und den Aktuatorarm (69; 130)
erzeugt.

11. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach einem der
vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei zwischen dem
Antriebsrotor (96; 150) des Schrittmotors (80) und
dem flexiblen Getriebe (88) des harmonischen An-
triebs (76) eine Auflageranordnung (93) angebracht
ist.

12. Variabler Rotorblattmechanismus nach einem der
vorhergehenden Ansprüche, wobei der Rotor (96;
150) weiter Folgendes umfasst:

eine kreisförmige innere Bohrung (102), die für
Rotation um den Stator (94; 148) konfiguriert ist.

Revendications

1. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable pour utilisation
dans une turbine à gaz, le mécanisme comprenant :

un rotor à aubes destiné à tourner autour d’une
ligne médiane de moteur axial lors du fonction-
nement de la turbine à gaz ;
une aube (12 ; 45B) s’étendant radialement à
partir du rotor à aubes et configurée pour tourner
autour d’un axe radial ;
un système d’entraînement harmonique (76 ;
136) monté sur le rotor à aubes et relié à l’aube
(12 ; 45B) pour faire tourner l’aube autour de
l’axe radial, le système d’entraînement harmo-
nique (76 ; 136) comprenant :

un engrenage flexible (88 ; 146) monté sur
le rotor à aube de telle sorte qu’il tourne
autour de la ligne médiane avec le rotor à
aubes ; et
un engrenage rigide (86 ; 144) mis en prise
avec l’engrenage flexible (88 ; 146) ;

un moteur pas à pas (80 ; 140) pour entraîner
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l’entraînement harmonique (76 ; 136) avec une
entrée rotative relative par rapport à la rotation
du rotor à aubes ;
un support (84 ; 40A) disposé autour de la ligne
médiane du moteur pour supporter le moteur
pas à pas (80 ; 140) de manière stationnaire par
rapport à la rotation du rotor à aubes de telle
sorte que l’entrée rotative relative vers le moteur
pas à pas (80 ; 140) est générée ; ledit moteur
pas à pas (80 ; 140) comprenant :
un stator (94 ; 148) monté sur le support (84 ;
40A) de telle sorte qu’il entoure la ligne
médiane ; et
un rotor d’entraînement (96 ; 150) configuré
pour tourner autour du stator (94 ; 148), dans
lequel le rotor d’entraînement (96 ; 150) agit
comme une entrée d’entraînement sur l’engre-
nage flexible (88 ; 146) pour causer la rotation
relative de l’engrenage rigide (86 ; 144) autour
de la ligne médiane par rapport au rotor à aubes
de telle sorte que l’engrenage rigide (86 ; 144)
fait tourner ladite aube (12 ; 45B) autour dudit
axe radial ;
caractérisé en ce que
ledit engrenage flexible (88) entoure ledit rotor
d’entraînement (96 ; 150) de telle sorte que ledit
rotor d’entraînement (96 ; 150) se trouve à l’in-
térieur dudit engrenage flexible (88) et ledit rotor
d’entraînement (96 ; 150) a un diamètre externe
elliptique (104) de telle sorte que ledit engrena-
ge flexible (88) prend une forme elliptique lors-
que le rotor d’entraînement (96 ; 50) est inséré
dans ledit engrenage flexible (88).

2. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon la reven-
dication 1, comprenant en outre un bras actionneur
(69 ; 130) s’étendant axialement à partir de l’aube
(12 ; 45B) pour convertir l’entrée rotative relative
vers l’entraînement harmonique (76 ; 136) en rota-
tion de l’aube (12 ; 45B) autour de l’axe radial.

3. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon la reven-
dication 2, comprenant en outre :

une tige (54 ; 122) s’étendant à travers le rotor
à aubes ;
un alésage positionné au niveau d’un diamètre
interne de l’aube (12 ; 45B) pour recevoir la tige
(54 ; 122) de telle sorte que l’aube (12 ; 45B)
tourne autour de la tige (54 ; 122) ; et
un système de retenue radial (42 ; 46B) pour
limiter le mouvement radial de l’aube (12 ; 45B)
tout en permettant la rotation de l’aube (12 ;
45B) autour de l’axe radial.

4. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon la reven-
dication 3, dans lequel la rotation de l’aube (12 ; 45B)
autour de l’axe radial par le bras d’actionnement (69 ;

130) ajuste un pas de l’aube (12 ; 45B).

5. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon la reven-
dication 3 ou 4, comprenant en outre :

un rotor à aubes amont positionné en amont du
rotor à aubes ;
une section d’aube amont (45A) positionnée en
amont de l’aube (45B) de telle sorte que la sec-
tion d’aube amont (45A) et l’aube (45B) sont
agencées dans une configuration de profil aé-
rodynamique en deux parties ; et
dans lequel la rotation de l’aube (45B) autour de
l’axe radial ajuste une cambrure de la configu-
ration de profil aérodynamique en deux parties.

6. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications précédentes, dans le-
quel le stator (94 ; 148) est stationnaire par rapport
à la rotation du rotor à aube et fournit une entrée
électrique au rotor d’entraînement (96 ; 150) de telle
sorte que le rotor d’entraînement (96 ; 150) tourne
autour de la ligne médiane.

7. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon la reven-
dication 6, dans lequel le moteur pas à pas (80 ; 140)
comprend des mises en prise pas à pas de telle sorte
que le rotor d’entraînement (96 ; 150) progresse par
pas incrémentiels et de telle sorte que le rotor peut
être bloqué à chaque pas incrémentiel.

8. Mécanisme de rotor variable selon la revendication
7, comprenant en outre un dispositif de commande
numérique pour fournir une entrée électrique à la
bobine de stator (94 ; 148).

9. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon la reven-
dication 8, dans lequel le moteur pas à pas (80 ; 140)
peut fonctionner en continu pour entraîner le rotor
d’entraînement (96 ; 150) avec la rotation absolue
du rotor à aubes, ou peut fonctionner de manière
intermittente pour permettre une rotation libre du ro-
tor d’entraînement (96 ; 150) avec la rotation absolue
du rotor à aubes.

10. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications précédentes, dans
lequel :

l’engrenage rigide (86 ; 144) est un engrenage
rigide annulaire (86 ; 144) relié à un ou au bras
actionneur (69 ; 130) et ayant un ensemble de
dents orientées radialement vers l’intérieur
(112) ;
et
l’engrenage flexible (88 ; 186) est un engrenage
flexible annulaire (88 ; 146) ayant un ensemble
de dents orientées radialement vers l’extérieur
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(110) en prise avec l’ensemble de dents orien-
tées radialement vers l’intérieur (112) ; et
la rotation relative du rotor d’entraînement (96 ;
150) par rapport au rotor à aubes produit la ro-
tation de l’aube (12 ; 45B) autour de l’axe radial
par le biais de la mise en prise dentée et du bras
actionneur (69 ; 130).

11. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications précédentes, dans le-
quel un ensemble de palier (93) est disposé entre le
rotor d’entraînement (96 ; 150) du moteur pas à pas
(80) et l’engrenage flexible (88) de l’entraînement
harmonique (76).

12. Mécanisme d’aube de rotor variable selon l’une quel-
conque des revendications précédentes, dans le-
quel le rotor (96 ; 150) comprend en outre :

un alésage interne circulaire (102) configuré
pour tourner autour du stator (94 ; 148).
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