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Description

[0001] The present invention is directed to a new frame
and data pattern structure for multicarrier systems.
[0002] The present invention is hereby mainly directed
(but not limited) to broadcast systems, such as for exam-
ple cable based or terrestrial digital broadcast systems,
in which content data, signalling data, pilot signals and
so forth are mapped on to a plurality of frequency carriers,
which are then transmitted in a given overall or complete
transmission bandwidth. The receiver typically tunes to
a partial channel (part of the overall transmission band-
width) out of the complete channel bandwidth (some-
times called segmented reception) in order to receive
only the content data which are necessary or wanted by
the respective receiver. For example, in the ISDB-T
standard, the overall channel bandwidth is hereby divid-
ed into 13 fixed segments of an equal length (equal
number of frequency carriers).
[0003] EP 1650921 A2 discloses a method and an ap-
paratus for synchronizing pilots contained in symbols re-
ceived by a receiver in a multi-carrier system.
[0004] US 2007/268975 A1 discloses a method of con-
figuring a data packet including an orthogonal frequency
division multiplexing (OFDM) preamble in a wireless
communication system. The method includes configur-
ing the data packet to include the OFDM preamble in a
first region, a pilot and medium access control (MAC) in
a second region, and a data symbol in a third region.
[0005] US 5867478 A discloses a synchronous coher-
ent orthogonal frequency division multiplexing, SC-
OFDM, system, method, software and device including
a plurality of SC-OFDM transmitters and a plurality of
SC-OFDM receivers. Each of the plurality of SC-OFDM
transmitters is synchronized to a reference where the
reference is derived from a common source, for trans-
mitting SC-OFDM signals. The plurality of SC-OFDM re-
ceivers is arranged to receive the SC-OFDM signals from
at least one of the plurality of SC-OFDM transmitters.
The SC-OFDM signals each have a cyclic extension, and
the SC-OFDM signals from each SC-OFDM transmitter
include at least one pilot code in accordance with a pre-
determined pilot code scheme.
[0006] The object of the present invention is to provide
a transmitting apparatus and method, as well as a signal
structure for a multi-carrier system, which allow a flexible
tuning to any required part of the transmission bandwidth
and which has a low overhead.
[0007] The above object is achieved by a transmitting
apparatus according to claim 1.
[0008] The above object is further achieved by a trans-
mitting method according to claim 7.
[0009] The above object is further achieved by a frame
pattern for a multicarrier system according to claim 13.
[0010] Advantageous features are defined in the de-
pendent claims.
[0011] The present invention therefore suggests a mul-
ti-carrier system which uses a frame structure or frame

pattern in the frequency domain. In the frequency do-
main, each frame comprises at least two signalling pat-
terns, which carry first signalling data on frequency car-
riers. The at least two signalling patterns may have ad-
ditional pilot signals on frequency carriers. Alternatively,
each frame could have a dedicated training sequence or
pattern which is arranged before (in time) the at least two
signalling patterns, whereby the training sequence or pat-
tern carries exclusively pilot signals. In this case, the at
least two signalling patterns do not need (but can have)
pilot signals. Further, each frame comprises data pat-
terns which follow the at least two signalling patterns in
time in each frame pattern. Further, according to the
present invention, each of the data patterns of a frame
in a frequency domain may comprise at least one pilot
signal arranged among said data of the data pattern. The
at least one pilot signal in each data pattern enables the
receiving side to perform a channel estimation for the
frequency carriers carrying the data in the data patterns,
in a simple way since the location of the pilot signal in
the time/frequency grid of the frequency domain is known
to the receiver.
[0012] The present invention suggests to arrange the
data in the data patterns in data frames, wherein each
data frame comprises content data and second signalling
data. Thus, the present invention suggests to split the
arrangement and thus the transmission and reception of
the signalling data into the first signalling data which are
transmitted in the at least two signalling patterns in a
frame, and the second signalling data which are arranged
in the data frames. Hereby, it is possible to transmit re-
spectively identical first signalling data in each of the at
least two signalling patterns. In other words, if several
signalling patterns are provided in a frame, each of the
signalling patterns may carry the identical first signalling
data. These signalling data are then signalling data which
are valid for the entire frame. The second signalling data,
on the other hand, contain signalling data which are only
valid for the respective data frame. Thus, modulation,
coding as well as other parameters of a data frame could
be individually signalled with the second signalling data.
The present invention therefore suggests a system which
is very flexible but still effective in view of the signalling
overhead.
[0013] During the conversion from the frequency into
the time domain, the mapping of the first signalling data
(as well as eventually the pilot signals) of the two or more
signalling patterns as well as the mapping of the content
data and second pilot signals (as well as eventually the
pilot signals) of the data patterns onto the frequency car-
riers takes place. This conversion is e.g. implemented in
an Inverse Fourier transformation means or any other
suitable transformation means. In the resulting time do-
main signal, each frame then comprises a respective sig-
nalling symbol (eventually preceded by a training symbol)
as well as one or more data symbols. Each frame pattern
covers the entire or overall transmission band in the fre-
quency direction. The receiving apparatus can be freely,
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flexibly and quickly tuned to any wanted part of the trans-
mission bandwidth, provided that the part of the trans-
mission bandwidth to which the receiving apparatus can
be tuned has at least the length of one of the signalling
patterns. Hereby, the receiving apparatus is always able
to receive the first signalling data of an entire signalling
pattern, so that on the basis and using the first signalling
data comprising the physical layer information necessary
for the receipt of the succeeding data patterns, the data
patterns can be received in the receiving apparatus. In
case that each signalling pattern not only comprises first
signalling data, but also pilot signals, it is not necessary
to provide dedicated preambles or training patterns con-
sisting only of pilot signals, since the pilot signals com-
prised in the signalling pattern allow the necessary fre-
quency offset detection and compensation in the receiv-
ing apparatus, so that the overall overhead is reduced.
However, it is also possible to provide dedicated pream-
bles for training patterns with pilot signals which precede
the signalling patterns, which in this case do not comprise
pilot signals. The present invention is particularly advan-
tageous in systems having a rather high signal-to-noise
ratio, such as but not limited to cable based systems.
Although the receiver can be flexibly tuned to any wanted
part of the transmission bandwidth, it is always possible
to receive the first signalling data and the other data (con-
tent data) due to the new frame structures suggested by
the present invention. Further, the new frame structure
enables a fast tuning of the receiving apparatus to the
wanted part of the transmission bandwidth. Since the
content data are transmitted in data frames, wherein
each data frame comprises content data as well as sec-
ond signalling data, the receiving apparatus is able to
receive the content data in a very flexible manner, since
the second signalling data comprised in each data frame
enable an individual signalling of the parameters of each
data frame.
[0014] Advantageously, the second signalling data in
each data frame are arranged in a header of the data
frame. Further advantageously, the second signalling da-
ta comprise a synchronization sequence. The synchro-
nization sequence could for example be a pseudo-noise
sequence, a PRBS (pseudo random binary sequence)
or any other suitable sequence. Hereby, advantageous-
ly, the second signalling data are arranged in symbols
and a part of said synchronization sequence is inserted
in each symbol. Hereby, the most significant bit of each
symbol could comprise said part of said synchronization
sequence. Also, other bits of each symbol could be used
for the transmission of said part of said synchronization
sequence. Alternatively, the second signalling data are
arranged in symbols and a part of said synchronization
sequence is modulated onto at least a part of each sym-
bol. For example, one bit of each symbol could have one
part (e.g. one bit) of the synchronization sequence mod-
ulated onto it.
[0015] Further advantageously, at least one of said da-
ta patterns in a frame is followed by at least one additional

data pattern in the time dimension with the same frequen-
cy structure (location within a frame as well as number
of frequency carriers) as said at least one of said data
patterns, wherein data frames arranged in said at least
one of said data patterns and the at least one additional
data pattern are arranged succeeding each other inde-
pendent of the frequency structure. In other words, the
data frames are arranged within the data patterns, but
with a structure which is not limited to (independent of)
the structure of the data patterns. Thus, in the case of a
frame which comprises a number of data patterns which
succeed each other in the time dimension and have the
same frequency structure, in other words are aligned to
each other, the data frames comprising the data content
and the second signalling data are arranged within these
data patterns succeeding each other in a completely free
and flexible manner. Hereby, the length of each data
frame as well as the parameters of the data frame, such
as error coding, modulation and so forth, can be flexibly
set and used for each data frame, e.g. can be different
for each data frame or at least for some of the data
frames. The respective parameter information for each
individual data frame is then contained in the second sig-
nalling data, so that the content data in the data frame
can be properly received, decoded, demodulated and so
forth in the receiving apparatus. Further, the second sig-
nalling data could contain connection identification infor-
mation, i.e. information enabling a receiving apparatus
to identify if the transmitted content data in the respective
data frame is meant to be received by the receiving ap-
paratus. Thus, broadcast transmission, unicast transmis-
sion, point-to-point transmission and so forth is supported
by the present invention. Using the synchronization se-
quence contained in the second signalling data in each
data frame, the receiving apparatus is able to find the
second signalling data within a data frame, to evaluate
the content of the second signalling data and then to de-
code, demodulate and so forth the content data com-
prised in the respective data frame. In order to avoid any
errors and mistakes, it has to be ensured that the second
signalling data in each data frame are encoded with a
robust error coding scheme as well as a robust modula-
tion.
[0016] Advantageously, the data patterns depend on
a minimum data pattern length (in the frequency direc-
tion), namely is equal to one or a multiple of a minimum
data pattern length. Thus, in case that two or more or a
plurality of data patterns is provided in a frame, the data
patterns could have different lengths. However, the
length of the data patterns depends on the minimum data
pattern length as stated. Therefore, although the length
of the data patterns is or may be variable, the overhead
is reduced, i.e. the amount of first signalling data which
need to be transmitted from a transmitter side to a re-
ceiving side is reduced as compared to a system in which
the data pattern length is completely variable and can be
set to any desired value. Since each data pattern is equal
to one or a multiple of the minimum data pattern length,
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the overall transmission bandwidth may be a multiple of
the minimum data pattern length.
[0017] Advantageously, the first signalling data com-
prise the length of the respective data patterns in terms
of the length of the minimum data pattern length. Advan-
tageously, the number of pilot signals in each data pattern
is directly proportional to the number of minimum data
pattern lengths in the respective data pattern. Thus, since
a specific and fixed number of pilot signals is allocated
to and comprised in the minimum data pattern length, for
example one pilot signal, two pilot signals, three pilot sig-
nals or suitable number of pilot signals, each data pattern
comprises a resulting number of pilot signals. Further
advantageously, the pilot signals are arranged in the data
patterns with a pilot signal pattern, wherein said minimum
data pattern length depends on the density of said pilot
signals in the pilot pattern. Hereby, the term pilot signal
pattern is intended to characterize a certain structure and
arrangement of pilot signals in the time/frequency grid of
a frame (in the frequency domain), whereby the entire
pilot signal pattern or at least some parts of it comprise
pilot signals arranged in a regular pattern in the time
and/or the frequency direction. Advantageously, the min-
imum data pattern length depends on the density of the
pilot signals in the pilot pattern. Hereby, the lower the
pilot signal density is, the larger the minimum data pattern
length can be and vice versa. Therefore, in a system, in
which less pilot signals (a lower density of pilot signals)
is necessary in order to achieve a reliable channel esti-
mation on the receiver side, the minimum data pattern
length can be larger as compared to systems in which a
higher pilot signal density is needed. Advantageously,
the pilot signals in the pilot signal pattern have a regular
spacing in the frequency direction, whereby the minimum
data pattern length corresponds to the spacing between
two adjacent pilot signals in a frequency direction. Here-
by, it is ensured that each data pattern only comprises a
single pilot signal. Of course, it is also possible that the
minimum data pattern length could be chosen so that two
or more pilot signals are comprised in each data pattern.
Further advantageously, each data pattern has the same
length in the time direction. While the data pattern length
could (but not necessarily must be) variable in the time
direction, this advantageous option suggests to provide
each data pattern with the same length in the time direc-
tion (also called time domain). Hereby, the length of the
data patterns in the time direction may advantageously
correspond to the spacing between two adjacent pilot
signals in the time direction.
[0018] As explained above, under one option of the
present invention, the frame structure of the present in-
vention may comprise signalling patterns having pilot sig-
nals. Hereby, advantageously, the frame structure com-
prises at least two signalling patterns adjacent to each
other in the frequency direction and data patterns follow-
ing the signalling patterns in the time direction, whereby
first signalling data and pilots are arranged in said at least
two signalling patterns in the frame, each signalling pat-

tern having the same length. Advantageously, said pilot
signals arranged in said at least two signalling patterns
in a frame form a pilot signal sequence. In other words,
all pilot signals of a frame form a pilot signal sequence.
Alternatively, said pilot signals in each one of said at least
two signalling patterns advantageously form a pilot signal
sequence, wherein the pilot signal sequences are differ-
ent from each other. Advantageously, said pilot signal
sequence is a pseudo random binary sequence. Advan-
tageously, said frame forming means is adapted to ar-
range said pilot signals on frequency carriers of said at
least two signalling patterns with a differential modulation
scheme. Advantageously, a pilot signal is mapped onto
every m-th frequency carrier of said at least two signalling
patterns, m being an integer > 1. Advantageously, each
of said at least two signalling patterns comprises at least
one pilot band and said pilot signals are mapped onto
frequency carriers of said at least one pilot band.
[0019] Further advantageously, as already mentioned,
each frame comprises at least one additional data pattern
succeeding said data patterns in the time dimension (i.e.
direction), each of said additional data patterns having
the respective same length as the corresponding one of
said previous data patterns. In other words, the structure
of the data pattern(s) in each frame is advantageously
set up in a way that the data patterns are arranged in the
frequency dimension so that the entire transmission
bandwidth is covered. At least one additional data pattern
is then arranged in the same frame but following the at
least one data pattern in the time direction, whereby each
additional or following data pattern has the same length
(in the frequency dimension or direction) as the previous
data pattern in the same frequency position. Thus, if a
receiving apparatus is tuned to a specific part of the trans-
mission bandwidth, several data patterns per frame can
be received, whereby said several data patterns have
the same length (in the frequency dimension) and follow
each other in the time dimension.
[0020] In the frequency dimension, the length of each
of the data patterns transmitted by the transmitting ap-
paratus could be fix (permanent) or could be adjusted
dynamically. Alternatively or additionally, the number of
additional data patterns in the time dimension could be
adjusted dynamically. Also, the length of the data pat-
terns in one frame in the time direction, i.e. the length of
the time slots could be fixed or could be varying. Hereby
it is important that the signalling patterns of the next frame
all start at the same time point. Any dynamic changes in
respect to the data patterns will then be signalled in the
signalling patterns. The multi-carrier system with the
frame structure as suggested by the present invention
thus enables a very flexible transmission of data content
in which the length of data patterns, and thus the amount
of data per data pattern can be dynamically changed, for
example from frame to frame or in any other required
way. Alternatively, the length and/or the number of the
data patterns may be fixed or permanent.
[0021] It has to be understood that the present inven-
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tion can be applied to any kind of multicarrier system in
which a transmitting apparatus is adapted to transmit da-
ta in an entire transmission bandwidth and a receiving
apparatus is adapted to selectively receive only a part of
said entire transmission bandwidth. Non limiting exam-
ples for such systems may be existing or future uni-di-
rectional or bi-directional broadcast systems, such as
wired or wireless (for example cable based, terrestrial
etc.) digital video broadcast systems. The non limiting
example for a multi-carrier system would be an orthog-
onal frequency division multiplex (OFDM) system, how-
ever, any other suitable system could be used in which
data, pilot signals and the like are mapped on a plurality
of frequency carriers. The frequency carriers may hereby
be equidistant and respectively have the same length
(bandwidth). However, the present invention may also
be used in multi-carrier systems in which the frequency
carriers are not equidistant and/or do not have the re-
spectively same length. Further, it should be understood
that the present invention is not limited to any kind of
specific frequency range neither in the overall transmis-
sion bandwidth applied on the transmitting side nor on
the selected part of the transmission bandwidth to which
the receiving side is tuned. However, in some applica-
tions it might be advantageous to use a receiving band-
width on the receiving side, i.e. a bandwidth for the part
of the transmission bandwidth to which the receiver can
be tuned, which corresponds to the bandwidth of receiv-
ing devices of existing (digital video broadcast or other)
systems. A non limiting example for a receiver bandwidth
may be 8 MHz, i.e. the receiving side can be tuned to
any wanted 8 MHz bandwidth from the overall transmis-
sion bandwidth. Hereby, the overall transmission band-
width could be a multiple of 8 MHz, for example 8 MHz,
16 MHz, 24 MHz, 32 MHz, 64 MHz, 256 MHz etc, so that
the segmentation of the overall transmission bandwidth,
i.e. length of each signalling pattern could be 8 MHz.
However, other segmentations are possible, e.g. (but not
limited to) a length of each signalling pattern of 4 MHz or
6 MHz.
[0022] Generally, in case of the non limiting example
of 8 MHz for the receiver bandwidth, the length of each
of the signalling patterns used in the frame structure of
the present invention could be 8 MHz, 6 MHz, 4 MHz (or
less).
[0023] The present invention is explained in more de-
tail in the following description of preferred embodiments
in relation to the enclosed drawings, in which

Fig. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an entire trans-
mission bandwidth from which a selected part can
be selectively and flexibly received by a receiver,
Fig. 2 shows an example for a segmentation of the
overall transmission bandwidth,
Fig. 3 shows a schematic time domain representa-
tion of a frame structure according to the present
invention,
Fig. 4 shows a schematic example of a frame struc-

ture or pattern according to the present invention,
Fig. 5 shows a part of the frame structure of Fig. 4
with an explanation of a reconstruction of a signalling
pattern,
Fig. 6 shows a schematic example of a receiver filter
characteristic,
Fig. 7 shows a further example of a frame structure
of pattern according to the present invention,
Fig. 8 shows a part of a further example of a frame
structure or pattern according to the present inven-
tion,
Fig. 9 shows a first example of an allocation of pilot
signals to a signalling pattern,
Fig. 10 shows a second example of an allocation of
pilot signals to a signalling pattern,
Fig. 11 shows a further example of a reconstruction
of a signalling pattern,
Fig. 12 shows an example of the adaptation to dif-
ferent channel bandwidths,
Fig. 13 schematically shows an example of a frame
structure of the present invention in the time dimen-
sion,
Fig. 14 shows a schematic block diagram of an ex-
ample of a transmitting apparatus according to the
present invention,
Fig. 15 shows a schematic block diagram of an ex-
ample of a receiving apparatus according to the
present invention,
Fig. 16 shows a schematic representation of a part
of a frame structure according to the present inven-
tion,
Fig. 17 shows a schematic representation of a data
frame according to the present invention,
Fig. 18 shows a schematic representation of several
data patterns having the same frequency structure
and being arranged immediately succeeding each
other in the time dimension,
Fig. 19 shows a schematic representation of a part
of the transmitting apparatus shown in Figure 14, in
which the data frames according to the present in-
vention are formed,
Fig. 20 shows a first implementation example of a
part of the transmitting apparatus according to the
present invention in which the headers of the data
frames of the present invention are formed,
Fig. 21 shows a second implementation example to
form headers of the data frames of the present in-
vention,
Fig. 22 shows an implementation example of a part
of the receiving apparatus according to the present
invention to detect a synchronization peak from the
data frame headers, and
Fig. 23 shows an implementation example of a part
of the receiving apparatus according to the present
invention to obtain the second signalling data.

[0024] Fig. 1 shows a schematic representation of an
entire transmission bandwidth 1, in which a transmitting
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apparatus according to the present invention, as for ex-
ample the transmitting apparatus 82 schematically
shown in Fig. 14, transmits signals in a multicarrier sys-
tem in line with the present invention. Fig. 1 further sche-
matically shows a block diagram of a receiving apparatus
3 of the present invention, which is adapted to be tuned
to and selectively receive a selected part 2 of the trans-
mission bandwidth 1. Hereby, the receiving apparatus 3
comprises a tuner 4 which is adapted to be tuned to and
selectively receive the wanted part 2 of the transmission
bandwidth 1 as well as further processing means 5 which
perform the further necessary processing of the received
signals in line with the respective communication system,
such as a demodulation, channel decoding and the like.
A more elaborate example of a receiving apparatus ac-
cording to the present invention is shown in the schematic
block diagram of Fig. 15, which shows a receiving appa-
ratus 83 comprising a receiving interface 64, which can
for example be an antenna, an antenna pattern, a wired
or cable-based receiving interface or any other suitable
interface adapted to receive signals in the respective
transmission system or communication system. The re-
ceiving interface 64 of the receiving apparatus 83 is con-
nected to a receiving means 65 which comprises a tuning
means, such as the tuning means 4 shown in Fig. 1 as
well as further necessary processing elements depend-
ing on the respective transmission or communication sys-
tem, such as down conversion means adapted to down
convert the received signal to an intermediate frequency
or the base band.
[0025] As stated above, the present invention enables
a flexible and changing reception of a wanted part 2 of
the transmission bandwidth 1 in a receiver by providing
a specific and new frame structure for a multi-carrier sys-
tem. Fig. 2 shows a schematic representation of an over-
all transmission bandwidth 1, within which a transmitting
apparatus 82 (Fig. 14) of the present invention is adapted
to transmit data content, such as video data, audio data
or any other kind of data, in different segments or parts
6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. For example, the parts 6, 7, 8, 9 and
10 could be used by the transmitting apparatus 82 to
transmit different kinds of data, data from different sourc-
es, data intended for different recipients and so forth. The
parts 6 and 9 have for example a maximum bandwidth,
i.e. the maximum bandwidth which can be received by a
corresponding receiving apparatus 83. The parts 7, 8 and
10 have smaller bandwidths. It is now suggested to apply
a frame structure or pattern to the entire transmission
bandwidth 1 whereby each frame comprises at least two
signalling patterns adjacent to each other in the frequen-
cy direction and a number of data patterns. Each signal-
ling pattern has the same length and comprises first sig-
nalling data as well as pilot signal mapped onto its fre-
quency carriers (frequency subcarriers in the case of an
OFDM system). In other words, the overall transmission
bandwidth 1 is divided into equal parts for the signalling
patterns, whereby the maximum bandwidth to which a
receiver can be tuned, for example the bandwidth shown

for parts 6 and 9 in Fig. 2, has to be equal or larger than
the length of each signalling pattern. The new frame
structure may therefore only comprise signalling patterns
and data patterns, but not any separate training patterns
or other patterns in which pilot signals are comprised. In
other words, the present invention suggests a new frame
structure with a preamble which only consists of two or
more signalling patterns, and with data patterns following
the preamble in the time direction. Alternatively, the sig-
nalling patterns could not have pilot signals, but could be
preceded by training patterns with pilot signals.
[0026] It should be noted that the length of the various
data parts in the transmission bandwidth cannot exceed
the length (number of frequency carriers) of the maximum
bandwidth to which a receiver can be tuned as will be
explained in more detail further below.
[0027] Fig. 3 shows a schematic representation of an
example of a time domain structure of frames 11, 12 ac-
cording to the present invention. Each frame 11, 12 com-
prises one or more signalling symbols 13, 13’and several
data symbols 14, 14’. Hereby, in the time domain, the
signalling symbols are preceding the data symbols. Each
frame 11, 12 may have a plurality of data symbols, where-
in systems are possible in which the number of data sym-
bols in each frame 11, 12 varies. The pilots signals com-
prised in the signalling symbols are used in a receiving
apparatus 83 to perform channel estimation and/or inte-
ger frequency offset calculation. The time synchroniza-
tion can e.g. be done by performing a guard interval cor-
relation (or any other suitable technique) on guard inter-
vals of received signalling symbols and/or data symbols
in the time domain. The signalling symbols 13, 13’ further
contain signalling information (first signalling data), for
example all physical layer information that is needed by
the receiving apparatus 83 to decode the received sig-
nals, such as but not limited to L1 signalling data. The
first signalling data may for example comprise the allo-
cation of data content to the various data patterns, i.e.
for example which services, data streams, modulation,
error correction settings etc. are located on which fre-
quency carriers, so that the receiving apparatus 83 can
obtain information to which part of the entire transmission
bandwidth it shall be tuned. It is possible that all signalling
patterns in a frame contain the identical first signalling
data. However, each signalling patterns may additionally
contain signalling data indicating the offset or distance
of the respective signalling pattern from the beginning of
a frame so that the receiving apparatus 83 may optimize
the tuning to the wanted part of the transmission frequen-
cy in a way that the receipt of the signalling patterns and
the data patterns is optimized. On the other hand, the
offset or distance of the respective signalling pattern from
the beginning of a frame can also be encoded in pilot
signals, in pilot signal sequences or in guard bands allo-
cated to or comprised in the signalling patterns, so that
every signalling pattern in one frame can have the iden-
tical signalling data. The use of the frame structure ac-
cording to the present invention has the further advan-
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tage that by dividing the data stream into logical blocks,
changes of the frame structure can be signalled from
frame to frame, whereby a preceding frame signals the
changed frame structure of the or one of the succeeding
frames. For example, the frame structure allows a seam-
less change of modulation parameters without creating
errors.
[0028] Fig. 4 shows a schematic example of a frequen-
cy domain representation of a frame structure or pattern
29 according to the present invention. The frame struc-
ture 29 covers the entire transmission bandwidth 24 in
the frequency direction and comprises at least two sig-
nalling patterns 31 adjacent to each other in the frequen-
cy direction, each carrying the identical or almost identi-
cal first signalling data mapped on respective frequency
carriers and having the same length. In the example
shown in Fig. 4, the (first time slot of) entire transmission
bandwidth 24 is sub-divided into four signalling patterns
31, but any other higher or lower number of signalling
patterns might be suitable. In the transmitting apparatus
82 of the present invention as shown in Fig. 14, a frame
forming means 59 is adapted to arrange the first signal-
ling data (obtained from a modulating means 55) as well
pilot signals (supplied from a suitable source within the
transmitting apparatus 82) in each signalling pattern. The
signalling patterns are beforehand modulated by the
modulating means 55 with a suitable modulation scheme,
e.g. a QAM modulation or any other. Advantageously, a
pseudo noise sequence or a CAZAC sequence is used
for the pilot signals, but any other pilot signal sequence
with good pseudo noise and/or correlation properties
might be suitable. Each signalling pattern of a frame
might comprise a different pilot signal sequence, but al-
ternatively, the pilot signals of the signalling pattern of
one frame might form a single pilot signal sequence.
[0029] It should be understood that the frame forming
means 59 can be implemented as a single module, unit
or the like, or can be implemented as or in several mod-
ules, units, devices and so forth. Further, it should be
understood, that the frame forming means 59 may not
form an entire frame structure or pattern 29 as shown in
figure 4 (or frame structure or pattern 29’ as shown in
figure 7) at one time point, but may be adapted to form
one part of the frame structure 29 (or 29’) after another
in the time dimension (i.e. time slot after time slot). For
example, the frame forming means 59 could be adapted
to first arrange the signalling patterns 31 as shown in
figure 4 adjacent to each other as well as to add the pilot
signals as described above and below over the entire
width of the transmission bandwidth 24 (i.e. in the exam-
ple shown in figure 4, or for signalling patterns 31). Then,
this part of the frame 24 (the first time slot) could be further
processed, for example by transforming it from the fre-
quency domain into the time domain, by building a re-
sulting time domain symbol (for example an OFDM sym-
bol) and so forth. Then, in the next step, the frame forming
means 59 could be adapted to process the line of data
patterns 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 (i.e. the next time slot) in

the manner which will be described further below over
the entire transmission bandwidth 24, where after these
data patterns are further processed for example by trans-
forming them from the frequency domain into the time
domain, by forming a time domain symbol (for example
an OFDM symbol) and so forth. Thus, in the representa-
tion of figure 4, the frame structure 29 could be formed
by the frame forming means 59 line wise or time slot wise,
each part of the frame structure 29 which extends over
the entire transmission bandwidth 24 in the frequency
direction will be formed and processed as one block but
the parts succeeding each other in the time direction (time
slots) will be formed and processed one after the other.
[0030] The frame forming means 59 might be adapted
to arrange said pilot signal so that a pilot signal will be
mapped onto every m-th frequency carrier 17 (m being
a natural number larger than 1) in each signalling pattern,
so that the frequency carriers 16 in between the pilots
carry the first signalling data, as will be explained in more
detail in relation to Fig. 9 below. Additionally or alterna-
tively, the frame forming means 59 may be adapted to
arrange pilot signals so that pilot signals will be mapped
onto frequency carriers 20, 21 of at least one pilot band
18, 19 comprised in a signalling pattern, as will be ex-
plained in more detail in relation to Fig. 10 below. A pilot
band 18, 19 consists of a number of immediately adjacent
frequency carriers, onto which pilot signals are mapped.
Hereby, each signalling pattern may have a single pilot
band 18 or may have two pilot bands 18, 19, one at the
beginning and one at the end of the signalling pattern in
the frequency direction. The length of the pilot bands
(number of frequency carriers allocated to a pilot band)
is advantageously the same for each signalling pattern.
The length or bandwidth 39 of every signalling pattern
30 may be the same as the bandwidth 38 to which the
tuner of the receiving apparatus 83 can be tuned. How-
ever, the part of the transmission bandwidth to which the
tuner of the receiving apparatus 83 can be tuned, may
be larger than the length of a signalling pattern 30. All
the statements made above and below in relation to the
pilot signals comprised in the signalling patterns also ap-
ply to the pilot signals comprised in the data pattern, as
explained below, e.g. in relation to Fig. 16.
[0031] The received pilots, i.e. pilot signals mapped on
every m-th frequency carrier and/or comprised in pilot
bands of a received signalling pattern, (after transforma-
tion into the frequency domain in the time to frequency
transformation means 68, which is e.g. a Fourier trans-
formation means) are used for a channel estimation of
the frequency carriers in the frame in a channel estima-
tion means 69, which provides a de-mapping means 70
with the necessary channel estimation information ena-
bling a correct de-mapping (i.e. demodulation) of the sig-
nalling data in the received signalling patterns. Also, the
received pilots are used in the receiving apparatus 83 for
an integer frequency offset detection in a corresponding
integer frequency offset detection means 67 which ena-
bles a detection and then a compensation of the integer
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frequency offset of the received signals. The integer fre-
quency offset is the deviation from the original (transmit-
ted) frequency in multiples of the frequency carrier spac-
ing.
[0032] Each signalling pattern 31 may comprise the
location of the signalling pattern 31 within the frame. For
example each signalling pattern 31 in each frame 29 has
and carries the identical first signalling data and addition-
ally the location of the respective signalling pattern in the
frame, which is different in each signalling pattern 31 in
a frame. The signalling data are for example L1 signalling
data which contain all physical layer information that is
needed by the receiving apparatus 83 to decode received
signals. However, any other suitable signalling data may
be comprised in the signalling patterns 31. The signalling
patterns 31 might for example comprise the location of
the respective data segments 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 so that
a receiving apparatus 83 knows where the wanted data
segments are located so that the tuner of the receiving
apparatus 83 can tune to the respective location in order
to receive the wanted data segments. Alternatively, as
stated above, each signalling pattern of a frame might
comprise the identical first signalling data, and the loca-
tion of the respective signalling pattern within a frame is
signalled (if at all) in a different way, e.g. by means of the
pilot signal sequence of the signalling patterns or by
means of information encoded in guard bands or the like.
As stated above, each of the signalling patterns 31 could
comprise information about each of the data patterns
comprised in a frame. This information could include the
data pattern length, the number and/or the location of the
pilot signals comprised in the data patterns. Hereby, the
information on the length of the data patterns is e.g. ex-
pressed in terms of or referring to the minimum data pat-
tern lengths. However, in order to reduce the overhead,
each signalling pattern 31 could comprise information
about only a part or some of the data patterns, for exam-
ple but not limited to the ones which are located within
(or located within and adjacent to) the frequency band in
which the signalling pattern 31 is located. In the example
of Fig. 4, the first signalling pattern 31 in the frame could
comprise information about the data patterns 32 and 33
(and the time wise following data patterns 32’, 32"...33’,
33" etc). The second signalling pattern in the frame could
comprise information about the data patterns 33, 34 and
35 (and the time wise following data patterns 33’,
33"...34’, 34"...35’, 35" etc).
[0033] In addition to the dedicated signalling patterns
31 as explained above, the frame structure also compris-
es additional second signalling data embedded or com-
prised in the data patterns. According to the present in-
vention, the content data in the data patterns are ar-
ranged in data frames, wherein each data frame com-
prises a second signalling pattern and content data. For
example, each column of data patterns (i.e. data patterns
having the same frequency structure and succeeding
each other in the time direction), e.g. 33, 33’, 33", 33"’,
33"", could contain data frames with content data and

second signalling data indicating the modulation used for
content data in the respective data frame, their error cod-
ing and/or connection identification information enabling
the receiving apparatus to determine if the data is intend-
ed to be received or not. This reduces the implementation
complexity in the receiver as well as guarantees short
delays for interactive services. This possibility applies to
all embodiments of the present invention and will be ex-
plained in more detail in relation to the Figures 17 to 20.
[0034] As shown in Fig. 15, the receiving apparatus
83, after the receiving means 65 with the tuner, comprises
a time synchronization means 66 adapted to perform time
synchronization and a fractional frequency offset detec-
tion means 67 adapted to perform fractional frequency
offset detection and compensation on the received time
domain symbols. The received time domain symbols are
then supplied to a time to frequency transformation
means 68 for transforming the received time domain sig-
nals into the frequency domain, where after the first sig-
nalling data (after an optional reconstruction in a recon-
struction means 71), are de-modulated in a de-mapping
means 72 and then evaluated in an evaluation means
73. The evaluation means 73 is adapted to extract the
necessary and required signalling information from the
received first signalling data. If necessary, additional sig-
nalling patterns could be provided in the time direction
immediately succeeding the signalling patterns 31.
[0035] The frame structure or pattern 29 further com-
prises at least one data pattern or segment extending
over the entire or a part of the frequency bandwidth 24
in the frequency direction and following the signalling pat-
terns 31 in the time direction. In the time slot immediately
following the time slot in which the signalling patterns 31
are located, the frame structure 29 shown in Fig. 4 com-
prises several data segments 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37
with different lengths, i.e. a different number of respective
frequency carriers onto which data are mapped. The
frame structure 29 further comprises additional data seg-
ments in succeeding time slots, whereby the additional
data patterns respectively have the same length and
number of frequency carriers as the respectively preced-
ing data pattern. For example, the data pattern 32’, 32",
32"’ and 32"’ have the same length as the first data pattern
32. The data patterns 33’, 33", 33’" and 33"" have the
same length as the data segment 33. In other words, the
additional data patterns have the same frequency dimen-
sion structure as the several data patterns 32, 33, 34,
35, 36 and 37 in the first time slot after the signalling
patterns 31. Thus, if the receiving apparatus 83 for ex-
ample tunes to a part 38 of the transmission bandwidth
in order to receive the data pattern 35, all time wise suc-
ceeding data patterns 35’, 35" and 35’" which have the
same length as the data pattern 35 can be properly re-
ceived. As mentioned above, the frame forming means
59 may form the respective lines of data patterns extend-
ing over the entire transmission bandwidth 24 one after
the other (time slot by time slot). For example, the data
patterns 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 will be formed by the frame
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forming means 59, and then transformed from the fre-
quency domain into the time domain. Afterwards, the da-
ta patterns 32’, 33’, 34’, 35’, 36’, 37’ will be formed by the
frame forming means 59 and then transformed from the
frequency domain into the time domain. Afterwards, the
data patterns 32", 33", 34", 35", 36", 37" will be formed
by the frame forming means 59 and then transformed
from the frequency domain into the time domain and so
forth. The transformation from the frequency to the time
domain will be done by a separate means, for example
the frequency to time transformation means 60 as de-
scribed.
[0036] As mentioned earlier, the length of the one or
more data patterns, e.g. the data patterns shown in the
frame structures of Fig. 4 and Fig. 7, comprised in a frame
structure according to the present invention each com-
prise at least one pilot signal, whereby the length of each
of the one or more data patterns is equal to or a multiple
of a minimum data pattern length. The minimum data
pattern length can for example be set in a way that at
least one pilot signal is comprised in each data pattern
of a frame. Alternatively two, three, four, five or any other
suitable number of pilot signals could be comprised in
one minimum data pattern length. Hereby, in some im-
plementations it might be advantageous to choose rather
small data pattern lengths in order to have a higher flex-
ibility in the allocation of the data patterns for the trans-
mission of content data. Therefore, in some implemen-
tations it might be more advantageous to choose a min-
imum data pattern length so that only a single one or
maybe two pilot signals are comprised in it. However,
other implementations may be possible. Further, in some
implementations it might be useful to set the minimum
data pattern length depending on the density or number
of pilot signals comprised in an entire frame. For example,
in case that the pilot signals among the data patterns are
chosen so that a good and reliable channel estimation
on the receiving side is enabled without loosing too much
transmission capacity (by allocating pilot signals to fre-
quency carriers of data patterns instead of data). For ex-
ample, in systems in which the occurrence of multipath
effects or other negative effects necessitate the provision
of a rather high number (and resulting density) of pilot
signals, the result will normally be that the pilot signals
are closer together (in frequency and/or in time direction),
so that the minimum data pattern length could be rather
short if only a single pilot signal would be comprised in
it. On the other hand, in case of systems in which a lower
number (and density) of pilot signals is required in order
to enable a reliable channel estimation on a receiving
side, the frequency and time direction spacing of the pilot
signals could be comparatively large, so that the resulting
minimum data pattern length could be longer. Normally,
in the time domain, guard intervals are provided in be-
tween data symbols or the data symbols comprise guard
intervals in order to cope with multipath effects or other
negative effects. Thus, there can be a correlation be-
tween the length of the guard intervals between the data

symbols and the density of the pilot signals in the data
patterns of a frame. The longer the guard intervals are,
the higher the number of the required pilot signals among
the data patterns usually is and vice versa. Thus, the pilot
signal density and number among the data patterns of a
frame could be set depending on the guard interval
length, so that the minimum data pattern length could
depend on the length of the guard intervals.
[0037] The provision of a minimum data pattern length
which determines the length of each of the data patterns
within a frame reduces the signalling overhead since the
length of the data pattern has to be communicated only
by reference to the minimum data pattern length from the
transmitter to the receiver. On the other hand, the location
of the data patterns within a frame is known to the receiver
since entire transmission bandwidth is a multiple of the
minimum data pattern length. Thus, the frequency align-
ment, i.e. the frequency location in the time/frequency
grid in the frequency domain is always the same for the
data patterns and therefore known to the receiver, such
as the receiving apparatus 83 as shown and explained
in relation to figure 15. Further, particularly in case when
the pilot signals form a pilot signal pattern with a regular
spacing between adjacent pilot signals in the frequency
and the time direction, the location of the pilot signals in
the time/frequency grid is also known to the receiving
apparatus so that they do not need to be signalled either.
Figure 16 shows an example of a pilot signal pattern in
a time/frequency grid. Specifically, figure 16 shows a part
of an entire frequency bandwidth, for example a data part
of the frame shown in figure 4 or in figure 7 with a detailed
representation of the frequency carriers in the frequency
direction (horizontal direction) and the time slots (vertical
direction), each time slot resulting in a data symbol after
frequency to time transformation. In the example shown
in figure 16, the spacing of the pilot signals in the fre-
quency direction is 12, i.e. every 12th frequency carrier
carries a pilot signal (all other frequency carriers carry
data). However, as can be seen in figure 16, "adjacent"
pilot signals are not adjacent in the same time slot, but
in neighbouring or immediately adjacent time slots. This
enables a better channel estimation in the receiving ap-
paratus 83 and the time direction. Alternatively, adjacent
pilot signals in the frequency direction could be allocated
to the same time slot, or could be spaced by one, two or
any other suitable number of time slots. In the time di-
rection, adjacent pilot signals are, for example shown in
figure 16, spaced by 4 time slots, i.e. every 4th time slot
carries a pilot signal. Hereby, adjacent pilot signals in the
shown example are located in the same frequency car-
rier. Alternatively, "adjacent" pilot signals in the time di-
rection could be located in immediately adjacent frequen-
cy carrier, or spaced by 1, 2, 3 or any other suitable
number of frequency carriers. Thus case that the mini-
mum data pattern length is set to the spacing between
adjacent pilot signals in the frequency direction as well
as in the time direction, a single pilot signal would be
comprised within the minimum data pattern length, which
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has 12 frequency carriers in the frequency direction and
4 time slots in the time direction. Thus, the minimum data
pattern comprises 48 pilot signals (which correspond to
a pilot density of 1/48). In figure 16, two examples of
possible data patterns are indicated. The first data pat-
tern has a length corresponding to the minimum data
pattern length, i.e. comprises 48 frequency carriers,
whereas the second data pattern comprises 3 minimum
data pattern lengths or sizes, i. e. comprises 144 frequen-
cy carriers. Generally, the use of such a pilot pattern hav-
ing a regular distribution in the time and/or frequency
direction or similar pilot pattern ensures that the pilot lo-
cations within the data patterns are easier to predict in
the receiving apparatus 83.
[0038] The receiving apparatus 83 shown in Fig. 15
comprises the channel estimation means 69 which is
adapted to perform a channel estimation on the basis of
the pilot signals received in data patterns and to provide
a de-mapping means 70 with the necessary channel es-
timation information. The de-mapping means 70 is thus
able to de-map or de-modulate the data correctly from
the (de-interleaved) frequency carriers on the basis of
the channel estimation information.
[0039] Further, if every data pattern has the same
length in the time direction, this ensures a constant
number of data symbols (in the time domain) independ-
ent from the tuning position of the receiving apparatus
83. In addition hereto, having the data pattern length be-
ing equal to or multiple of a minimum data pattern length,
an easier and better predictable adjustment of a time
interleavers 63, 63’, 63" of the transmitting apparatus 82
and a time de-interleaver 77 comprised in the receiving
apparatus 63. The time interleavers 63, 63’, 63" are re-
spectively arranged between data frame forming means
54, 54’, 54"and the frame forming means 59 and are
adapted to perform time interleaving on the data. The
time de-interleaver 77 of the receiving apparatus 83 is
located after the time to frequency transformation means
68 and before the de-mapping means 70 (as well as be-
fore the correlation means 78) and performs time dein-
terleaving correspondingly. Specifically, the time inter-
leavers 63, 63’, 63" and the time de-interleaver 77 could
advantageously be realized as block interleavers having
a size which depends on the minimum data pattern length
in the time direction. Advantageously, the block size is
hereby a multiple of the minimum data pattern length, i.e.
of the data patterns having the same length, in the time
direction (e.g. a multiple of 4 for the example of Fig. 16).
[0040] The flexible and variable data pattern structure
of the frame structure or pattern 29 as suggested by the
present invention can for example be implemented in the
transmitting apparatus 82 of the present invention as
shown in Fig. 14 by mapping of various different data
streams, for example with different kinds of data and/or
data from different sources, as visualized by the branch-
es data 1, data 2 and data 3 in Fig. 14. The content data
of each branch are modulated according to the imple-
mented modulation scheme, e.g. QAM or any other suit-

able modulation, in a respective modulating means 58,
58’, 58". Respective data frames with the (modulated)
content data and second signalling data are formed in
respective data frame forming means 54, 54’, 54" which
form the data frames in the frequency dimension. The
second signalling data are already modulated with a suit-
able modulation, and before the respective modulation,
the content data as well as the second signalling data
were already encoded by a suitable (error) coding
scheme. The respective content data and the second
signalling data of the data frames as well as the pilot
signals (obtained from a suitable source within the trans-
mitting apparatus 82) are then arranged in the data pat-
terns in the frame forming means 59, e.g. by a data pat-
tern forming means comprised in the frame forming
means 59. The frame forming means 59 also forms the
signalling patterns with the first signalling data and the
pilot signals, e.g. by a signalling pattern forming means
comprised in the frame forming means 59. The frame
forming means 59 then forms the frames having the
frame structures 29, 29’ with the signalling patterns and
the data patterns as described. As mentioned, the frame
forming means 59 could be implemented in one or sev-
eral modules, or could also be part of other processing
units or modules. Further, the frame forming means 59
may be adapted to form a frame 29 at succeeding time
periods, for example by first forming the sequence of sig-
nalling patterns 31 extending over the entire transmission
bandwidth 24, then by forming the sequence of data pat-
terns 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 extending over the entire
transmission bandwidth 24 and so forth. The signalling
data, content data as well as the respective pilot signals
are then (separately and one after another) transformed
from the frequency to the time domain and mapped onto
frequency carriers in the frequency to time transforming
means 60 (which is fro example an Inverse Fast Fourier
Transformation means or the like). Hereby, it is to be
noted that the frame structure 29, 29’ forms the basis for
the frequency to time transformation. The signalling data,
content data as well as pilot signals of each of the time
slots (time units in the time dimension of the frame struc-
tures 29, 29’) of the entire transmission bandwidth 24 are
mapped onto the frequency carriers. In other words, all
the patterns of the entire transmission bandwidth 24 in
each time slot are always mapped onto the necessary
number of frequency carriers. For example the first time
slot (i.e. all signalling patterns 31) of the frame structure
29 of Fig. 4 would then result in a signalling symbol, the
second time slot (i.e. all data patterns 32, 33, 34, 35, 36,
37) of the frame structure would then result in a data
symbol and so forth. The correspondingly formed time
domain symbols (e.g. OFDM symbols) are then supplied
from the frequency to time transforming means 60 to a
guard interval adding means 57 which adds guard inter-
vals to the time domain symbols. The thus formed trans-
mission symbols are then transmitted by a transmitting
means 61 via a transmitting interface 62
[0041] As stated, at least some of the various data pat-
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terns may have different lengths, i.e. different numbers
of frequency carriers in case that the frequency carriers
are equidistant and have the same bandwidth, respec-
tively. Generally, the length of the data patterns in the
frequency direction needs to be smaller or at maximum
equal to the effective receiver bandwidth so that the data
patterns can be received in the receiving apparatus 83.
Further, the transmitting apparatus 82 may be adapted
to change the data pattern structure, e.g. the length
and/or the number of the data patterns (in frequency
and/or time direction) dynamically. Alternatively, the
structure of the data patterns could be fixed or perma-
nent.
[0042] Generally, the frame structure of the present
invention could be fixed or permanent, i.e. the overall
bandwidth as well as the extension of each frame in the
time direction could be fixed and always the same. Alter-
natively, the frame structure can also be flexible, i.e. the
overall bandwidth and/or the extension of each frame in
the time direction could be flexible and changed from
time to time depending on the desired application. For
example, the number of time slots with data patterns
could be flexibly changed. Hereby, the changes could be
signalled to a receiving apparatus in the signalling data
of the signalling patterns.
[0043] During the start-up phase or initialization phase
of the receiving apparatus 83, the receiving apparatus
83 tunes to an arbitrary frequency part of the overall fre-
quency bandwidth. In the non-limiting example of a cable
broadcast system, the signalling pattern 30 could for ex-
ample have a 8 MHz bandwidth (it has to be understood,
however, that the signalling patterns could also have any
other bandwidth, such as 4 MHz, 6 MHz etc.). Thus, dur-
ing the start-up phase, the receiving apparatus 83 is able
to receive an entire signalling pattern 30 in the original
or re-ordered sequence and to perform a time synchro-
nization in the time synchronization means 66, e.g. by
performing a guard interval correlation on the guard in-
tervals of received signalling symbols (or data symbols)
or by using any other suitable technique to obtain a time
synchronization. The receiving apparatus 83 further
comprises the mentioned fractional frequency offset de-
tection means 67 adapted to perform a detection and
calculation of the fractional frequency offset of the re-
ceived signals from fractions of the frequency carrier
spacing in order to allow fractional frequency compen-
sation. The thus obtained fractional frequency offset in-
formation could then be supplied to the tuner comprised
in the receiving means 65 which then performs fractional
frequency compensation. The fractional frequency com-
pensation could also be done by other suitable tech-
niques. After transforming the received time domain sig-
nals to the frequency domain in the time to frequency
transformation means 68 (which is for example a Fast
Fourier Transformation means or the like), the pilot sig-
nals in the received signalling patterns are used to per-
form a channel estimation (usually a coarse channel es-
timation) in the channel estimation means 69 and/or an

integer frequency offset calculation. The integer frequen-
cy offset calculation is performed in an integer frequency
offset detection means 74 which is adapted to detect and
calculate the frequency offset of the received signals from
the original frequency structure, wherein the frequency
offset is counted in integer multiples of the frequency
carrier spacing (thus integer frequency offset). The thus
obtained integer frequency offset information could then
be supplied to the tuner comprised in the receiving means
65 which then performs integer frequency compensation.
The integer frequency compensation could also be done
by other suitable techniques. Since the fractional fre-
quency offset has already been calculated and compen-
sated by means of the fractional frequency offset detec-
tion means 67, the complete frequency offset compen-
sation can therefore be achieved. In the evaluation
means 73 of the receiving apparatus 83, the received
first signalling data are evaluated, for example the loca-
tion of the received signalling pattern in the frame is ob-
tained so that the receiver can freely and flexibly tune to
the respectively wanted frequency position, such as the
part 38 is shown in Figure 4. However, in order to be able
to properly evaluate the first signalling data of the signal-
ling patterns 31 in case that the tuning position of the
receiving apparatus 83 does not match with the signalling
pattern structure, the received signalling signals have to
be re-ordered which is performed in a re-constructing
means 71 as described. Fig. 5 shows this reordering in
a schematic example. The last part 31’ of a previous sig-
nalling pattern is received before the first part 31" of a
succeeding signalling pattern, where after the recon-
structions means 71 places the part 31’ after the part 31"
in order to reconstruct the original sequence of the sig-
nalling data, where after the reordered signalling pattern
is evaluated in the evaluation means 73 after a corre-
sponding de-mapping of the first signalling data from the
frequency carriers in the de-mapping means 72. It is to
be remembered that the content of each signalling pat-
tern 31 is the same, so that this reordering is possible.
[0044] Often, a receiving apparatus does not provide
a flat frequency response over the complete receiving
bandwidth to which the receiver is tuned. In addition, a
transmission system usually faces increasing attenua-
tion at the boarder of the receiving bandwidth window.
Fig. 6 shows a schematic representation of a typical filter
shape example. It can be seen that the filter is not rec-
tangular, so that e.g. instead of 8 MHz bandwidth, the
receiving apparatus is only able to effectively receive
7.61 MHz bandwidth. The consequence is that the re-
ceiving apparatus 83 may not be able to perform the re-
ordering of the signalling data as described in relation to
Fig. 5 in case that the signalling patterns 31 have the
same length and bandwidth as the receiving bandwidth
of the receiving apparatus 83, so that some signals are
lost and cannot be received at the border of the receiving
bandwidth. In order to overcome this problem, and other
problems and in order to ensure that the receiving appa-
ratus 83 is always able to receive one complete signalling
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pattern in the original sequence and does not have to
reorder or rearrange the received signalling signals, the
present invention alternatively or additionally suggests
to use signalling patterns 31a which have a reduced
length as compared to the receiver bandwidth.
[0045] According to the example shown in Fig. 7, it is
suggested to use signalling patterns 31a which have half
the length of a receiver bandwidth, but still the same fre-
quency structure. In other words, respective two (i.e.
pairs) of the half length signalling patterns 31 a are
matched and aligned with the receiver bandwidth. Here-
by, each pair of signalling patterns 31a would have the
identical first signalling data or almost identical first sig-
nalling data including the (varying) location of the signal-
ling patterns 31a in the respective frame. However, in
relation to the other pairs of signalling patterns, in these
other pairs, since they have a respective different location
within the frame, the signalling data would be identical
except the location information. In the above example of
the receiving apparatus 83 having a bandwidth or length
of 8 MHz, the signalling pattern 31a would then each
have a length or bandwidth of 4 MHz. Hereby, in order
to ensure that the same amount of first signalling data
as before can be transmitted, it might be necessary to
add additional half length signalling patterns 31 b in the
time slot succeeding the signalling patterns 31a and be-
fore the data patterns 32, 34, 35, 36 and 37. The addi-
tional signalling patterns 31b have the same time and
frequency arrangement/alignment as the signalling pat-
terns 31a, but comprise additional and different signalling
information as the signalling information contained in the
signalling patterns 31a. In this way, the receiving appa-
ratus 83 will be able to receive the signalling patterns 31a
and 31b completely and the reconstruction means 71 of
the receiving apparatus is adapted to combine the first
signalling data of the signalling patterns 31a and 31 b to
the original sequence. In this case, the reconstruction
means 71 in the receiving apparatus 83 can be omitted.
It is also advantageously possible to only provide one
time slot with half length signalling patterns 31a if all nec-
essary first signalling data can be transmitted in the half
length and the additional signalling patterns 31b are not
necessary. In this case, each signalling pattern 31a com-
prises the identical (or almost identical) first signalling
data and each received signalling pattern 31a enables
the receiving apparatus 83 to always tune to and receive
any wanted part of the transmission bandwidth and thus
the wanted data pattern(s). Alternatively, even more half
length signalling patterns could be used in the succeed-
ing time slot after the signalling patterns 31b.
[0046] It should be generally (for all embodiments of
the present invention) noted that the length (or band-
width) of the data patterns and/or the signalling patterns
could be adapted to, e.g. could be smaller than or at
maximum equal to, the effective receiving bandwidth of
the receiving apparatus 83, for example to the output
bandwidth of the receiving band pass filter, as described
above.

[0047] Further, for all embodiments of the present in-
vention, it could be advantageous if one or more of the
signalling patterns 31; 31a, 31b are succeeded in the
time direction by one or more additional signalling pat-
terns with the same length and location within the frame.
For example, the first signalling pattern in a frame could
have one or more additional signalling patterns in the
succeeding time slots. The additional signalling patterns
could hereby have the identical or almost identical sig-
nalling information as the first signalling pattern. Hereby,
the other signalling patterns in a frame do not need to
have additional signalling patterns. Generally, the
number of signalling patterns in each frequency location
within a frame could be varying. For example, it could be
advantageous if in each frequency location of a frame a
number of signalling patterns is provided which is nec-
essary in view of notches or other disturbances. Alterna-
tively or additionally, the number of signalling patterns in
each frequency location within a frame could be varying
depending on the amount of signalling data. Hereby, for
example, if more data patterns need to be signalized,
more signalling patterns could be necessary in the time
direction. The length of the signalling patterns in the time
direction could hereby be part of the first signalling data
comprised in the signalling patterns.
[0048] In a non-limiting example, the transmission and
reception of the first signalling data, e.g. L1 (Level 1)
signalling data, and the additional pilots, which are used
for fractional frequency synchronization and channel
equalization, as well as the data patterns, is based on
OFDM. The first signalling data are transmitted in blocks
or patterns of e.g. 4 MHz, but any other suitable size
could be used. The only necessary condition is to have
one complete signalling pattern within the tuning window,
but this condition could be fulfilled by using two or more
signalling patterns having a smaller size succeeding
each other in the time direction as described in relation
to Fig. 7. Therefore, the maximum bandwidth of the sig-
nalling pattern may be e.g. the tuning window of a state-
of-the-art tuner, i.e. 7.61 MHz.). Some numerical exam-
ples are given in the following. In a first example, each
signalling pattern 31; 31 a, 31b covers exactly 4 MHz,
while this corresponds to 1792 OFDM frequency carriers
while having duration TU of the useful part of the OFDM
symbol of 448ms. In a second example, each signalling
pattern covers 7.61 MHz (exactly 3409/448usec), while
this corresponds to 3409 OFDM carriers while having
duration TU of the useful part of the OFDM symbol of
448ms.
[0049] According to a first aspect, a pilot signal is
mapped to every m-th frequency carrier 17 of a signalling
pattern 31 a, as schematically shown in Fig. 9 (m is an
integer > 1). It has to be clear, however, that this possi-
bility equally applies to the signalling pattern 31 shown
in Fig. 4, or generally to signalling patterns of any suitable
length. The frequency carriers 16 in between the pilot
signal carrying frequency carriers are carrying signalling
data. The mapping of the first signalling data to the fre-
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quency carriers 16 and the mapping of the pilot signals
17 to every m-th frequency carrier is performed by the
frequency to time transformation means 60 and the ar-
rangement of the pilots and the first signalling data in the
signalling pattern is performed by the frame forming
means 59 comprised in the transmitting apparatus 82 as
shown in Fig. 14. Generally, as stated above, the pilot
signals form a pilot signal sequence. Hereby, the pilots
are for example modulated against each other by a dif-
ferential modulation scheme, such as but not limed to D-
BPSK (differential binary phase shift keying). The mod-
ulation is for example obtained by means of a PRBS
(pseudo random binary sequence register, e.g. 2^23-1).
The repetition rate of m shall allow unambiguous D-BPSK
decoding on the receiving side, such as the receiving
apparatus 83 of the present invention as shown in Fig.
15, even for multi path channels. Repetition rates m are
for example 7, 14, 28, ... for 4 MHz signalling patterns
since 7, 14, 28... are dividers of 1792 (== number of fre-
quency carriers in a 4 MHz signalling pattern). In this
example, an advantageous repetition value is m = 7. In
other words, every 7-th frequency carrier carries a pilot
signal even across adjacent signalling patterns. This ex-
ample results in 256 pilot signals per 4 MHz signalling
pattern. However, other repetition values than the above
examples might be advantageous depending on the re-
spective length of a signalling pattern and/ or other fac-
tors. According to the invention, as described above, the
data pattern(s) also carry pilot signals mapped on some
of the frequency carriers in between the frequency car-
riers with the data, whereby it can be advantageous if
the pilot signals are mapped on frequency carriers of the
data pattern(s) in location which correspond to the fre-
quency carriers in the signalling pattern(s) on which pilot
signals are mapped. Generally, the density of the pilot
signals in the data pattern(s) does not need to be as high
as the density of the pilot signals in the signalling pat-
tern(s). For example, if a pilot signal is mapped onto every
m-th frequency carrier in the signalling pattern(s) (m be-
ing an integer > 1), a pilot signal could be mapped onto
every n-th frequency carrier of the data pattern(s), where-
by n is an integer > 1 and an integer multiple of m. As an
advantageous example, if m = 7, then n = 28 (or any
other suitable number). The pilot signals in the data pat-
tern(s) could also form a pilot signal sequence as ex-
plained for the signalling pattern(s).
[0050] Regarding the creation of the pilot signal se-
quence for the signalling pattern(s) and the data pat-
tern(s), which is for example a PN sequence, there are
two options:

• Option 1: Every signalling pattern in each frame car-
ries a different pilot signal sequence. In the above
example, the initialization of the PRBS register is
aligned to the transmission frequency. 256 pilots are
located within every frequency block of 4MHz. The
pilot signal sequence of each 4 MHz block is calcu-
lated separately. This allows a memory efficient im-

plementation on receiver side.

• Option 2: The pilot signal sequence is applied once
for all the signalling patterns comprised in the com-
plete transmission bandwidth. The receiver, e.g. the
receiving apparatus 83, stores this known sequence,
for example in a storage means, which can be part
of or may be external to the integer frequency offset
detection means 74, and extracts the frequency
block that corresponds to its current tuning position.

[0051] All other carriers 16 within the signalling pattern
are used for the transmission of the L1 signalling data.
The start of the signalling data in each signalling pattern
is always aligned to the 4MHz structure, i.e. it always
starts at multiples of 4 MHz in the depicted example. Each
4 MHz signalling pattern may carry exactly the same in-
formation, since the pilot signal sequences or the pilot
signal sequence give the receiving apparatus 83 infor-
mation about the location of the respective signalling pat-
tern in each frame. Alternatively, each signalling pattern
may additionally comprise the location of the signalling
pattern in the frame. Further, in order to reduce the peak-
to-average power ratio of the output time domain signal,
the signalling data of each signalling pattern may be
scrambled in the transmitter by a unique scrambling se-
quence, which may be obtained by means of the signal-
ling pattern number.
[0052] In the receiving apparatus 83, the pilot signals
comprised in the signalling pattern 31; 31a, 31b are used
(after a time to frequency transformation of the received
time domain symbols in the time to frequency transfor-
mation means 68) in an integer frequency offset detection
means 74 to detect the integer frequency offset, the result
of which is then used in the receiving apparatus 83 to
perform integer frequency offset compensation in the fre-
quency domain. More specifically, the pilots signals
(which are for example D-BPSK modulated) comprised
in the signalling patterns within the received frequency
range are demodulated in a demodulation means 75
comprised in the integer frequency offset detection
means 74. Then, a correlation means 76 comprised in
the integer frequency offset detection means 74 performs
a correlation of the demodulated pilot signal (pilot signal
sequences) with the stored or generated (expected) pilot
signal sequence , e.g. a PRBS sequence, in order to get
aligned in the exact frequency offset. The correlation is
done with the PRBS sequence that is expected at the
beginning of the signalling pattern (can be listed in tables
on receiver side). If the sequence is found within the re-
ceived symbol, the receiving apparatus 83 knows the ex-
act frequency offset and compensate it. More specifically,
the obtained integer frequency offset can be supplied to
and used in the reconstructing means 71 and the de-
mapping means 72 for correctly demodulating the first
signalling data, as well as supplied to and used in the
channel estimation means 69 in order to perform the
channel estimation and therefore the equalization.
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[0053] The necessary time synchronization as well as
the fractional frequency offset detection and compensa-
tion are for example done in the time domain on the re-
ceived time domain symbols in the time synchronization
means 66 and the fractional frequency offset detection
means 67 using guard interval correlation using the guard
intervals of the received signalling symbols and/or data
symbols (cf. Fig. 13 showing a time domain representa-
tion of a frame with signalling symbols, data symbols,
and guard intervals). The time synchronization could al-
ternatively be done by performing a correlation of the
absolute values between the received time domain sym-
bols and a receiver generated time domain symbol, in
which only pilot signals are modulated. A peak in the
correlation of the received symbol and the receiver gen-
erated symbol allows an exact time synchronization.
[0054] According to a second aspect which is sche-
matically shown in Fig. 10, each signalling pattern 31a
(or signalling pattern 31) comprises at least one pilot band
18, 19 comprising pilot signals mapped on the frequency
carriers 20, 21 of the pilot band 18, 19. The pilot bands
18, 19 respectively comprise a number of immediately
adjacent frequency carriers on which pilot signals are
mapped. The pilot bands 18, 19 may each have the same
number of frequency carriers or a different number of
frequency carriers. Hereby, each signalling pattern 31a
may comprise a pilot band 18, 19 at its beginning or at
its end (in the frequency direction). Alternatively, each
signalling pattern may comprise a pilot band 18, 19 at
each border, i.e. at the beginning and at the end of the
pattern. All other statements and definitions made above
in relation to the first aspect of the present invention also
apply to the second aspect, including Option 1 and Option
2. It has to be understood that the first and the second
aspect could be combined, i.e. each signalling pattern
may comprise at least one pilot band 18, 19 as described
above as well as pilot signals mapped on every m-th fre-
quency carrier 12.
[0055] In both aspects of the present invention de-
scribed above, the relation between number of frequency
carriers with pilot signals and the number of frequency
carriers with first signalling data in each signalling pattern
might be variable and subject to the respective signalling
and offset compensation requirements.
[0056] As schematically shown in Fig. 11, the trans-
mitting apparatus 82 may blank (notch) certain regions
22, 23 of the overall transmission bandwidth in order to
avoid disturbances from the cable network into other
services, e.g. aircraft radio. Therefore, some part of the
spectrum may not be modulated. In this case, the affected
frequency carriers within the signalling pattern 31; 31a,
31b shall not be modulated as well.
As the synchronization proposed by the present invention
is very strong, this does not affect the frequency synchro-
nization performance by means of the D-BPSK modulat-
ed pilots. The missing part of the first signalling data is
recovered by means of the repetition of the first signalling
data (every signalling pattern 31; 31a, 31b in a frame

comprises identical or almost identical first signalling da-
ta), e.g. by combining parts from two adjacent signalling
patterns as shown in Fig. 11, and eventually by means
of the strong error protection added to the signalling pat-
terns by a error coding means 56 comprised in the trans-
mitting apparatus 82. Missing parts of first the signalling
data at the edges of the transmission bandwidth shall be
treated as very broad notches.
[0057] An alternative or additional possibility to deal
with notches or other problems could be to subdivide the
signalling pattern 31; 31a, 31b into two or more parts and
to invert the sequence of the two or more parts in each
signalling pattern (of a frame) from frame to frame. For
example, if the first signalling pattern in a frame is sub-
divided in a first and a (succeeding) second part, the (cor-
responding) first signalling pattern in the immediately
next frame would have the second part at the beginning
and the first signalling part succeeding, i.e. an inverted
sequence. Thus, if for example the second part is notched
or otherwise disturbed, the receiver would have to wait
for the next frame where the second part could be re-
ceived without problems (since the succeeding first part
would be disturbed).
[0058] An adaptation of the signalling patterns 31; 31a,
31 b to different tuning bandwidths of the receiving side
may for example be done by changing the distance of
the frequency carriers in the signalling patterns. Alterna-
tively, it is possible to keep the frequency carrier distance
constant and to cut parts of the signalling patterns at the
edges of the transmission bandwidth, e.g. by not modu-
lating the respective frequency carriers, as schematically
shown in Fig. 12, which shows the adaptation of a
scheme with 4 MHz signalling patterns to a 6 MHz tuning
bandwidth thus enabling the reception of data patterns
having a length up to 6 MHz.
[0059] Eventually, each signalling pattern 31; 31a, 31b
could additionally comprise a guard band at the begin-
ning and the end of each pattern. Alternatively, in some
applications it might be advantageous if only the first sig-
nalling pattern in each frame, in the example of Figure 4
the signalling pattern at position 39, could comprise a
guard band only at the beginning of the pattern, and the
last signalling pattern in each frame could comprise a
guard band only at the end of the pattern. Alternatively,
in some applications only the first signalling pattern in
each frame, in the example of Figures 4 the signalling
pattern at position 39, could comprise a guard band at
the beginning as well as at the end of the pattern, and
the last signalling pattern in each frame could comprise
a guard band at the beginning as well as at end of the
pattern. The length of the guard band comprised in some
or all of the signalling patterns could for example be small-
er or at maximum equal to the maximum frequency offset
the receiving apparatus can cope with. In the mentioned
example of a receiver bandwidth of 8MHz, the guard band
could for example have a length of 250 to 500 kHz or any
other suitable length. Also, the length of each of the guard
bands comprised in the signalling patterns could be at
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least the length of the carriers which are not received in
the receiving apparatus due to the filter characteristics
as described in relation to Fig. 6.
For example, in an OFDM system in which the overall
transmission bandwidth is a multiple of 8 MHz (4nk mode:
k is the Fourier window size of 1024 carriers/samples,
n= 1, 2, 3,4 ....) and each signalling pattern has a length
of 4 MHz, a suggestion for the length of each guard band
at the beginning and the end of each signalling pattern
would be 343 frequency carriers (which is the number of
not used carriers in the data patterns at the beginning
and end of each frame in each 4nk mode). The resulting
number for usable carriers in each signalling pattern
would be 3584/2 - 2x343 = 1106 carriers. It has to be
understood, however, that these numbers are only used
as examples and are not meant to be limiting in any
sense. Hereby, the length of each of the guard bands
comprised in the signalling patterns could be at least the
length of the carriers which are not received in the re-
ceiving apparatus due to the filter characteristics as de-
scribed in relation to Fig. 6, so that the length of the sig-
nalling data in each signalling pattern is equal to (or may
be smaller than) the effective receiver bandwidth. It
should be noted that if additional signalling patterns 31b
are present, they will have identical guard bands as the
signalling patterns 31a.
Additionally or alternatively, each data pattern could com-
prise a guard band with unused carriers at the beginning
and the end of each pattern. Alternatively, in some ap-
plications only the respective first data patterns in each
frame in the frequency direction, in the example of Fig-
ures 10 and 13 the data patterns 32, 32’, 32", 32"’, 32""
could comprise a guard band only at the beginning of the
data pattern, and the last data patterns in each frame in
the frequency direction, in the example of Figures 4 and
7 the data patterns 37, 37’, 37", 37"’, 37"" could comprise
a guard band at the end of the data pattern. Hereby, the
length of the guard bands of the data patterns could for
example be the same as the length of the guard bands
of the signalling patterns if the signalling patterns com-
prise guard bands.
[0060] As stated above the first signalling data com-
prised in the signalling patterns 31, 31a and or 31 b (or
other signalling patterns according to the present inven-
tion) comprise the physical layer information, which en-
ables a receiving apparatus 83 according to the present
invention to obtain knowledge about the frame structure
and to receive and decode the wanted data patterns. As
a non limiting example, the first signalling data could com-
prise parameters such as the overall or entire transmis-
sion bandwidth, the location of the respective signalling
pattern within the frame, the guard band length for the
signalling patterns, the guard band length for the data
patterns, the number of frames which build a super frame,
the number of the present frame within a super frame,
the number of data patterns in the frequency dimension
of the overall frame bandwidth, the number of additional
data patterns in the time dimension of a frame and/or

individual signalling data for each data pattern in each
frame. Hereby, the location of the respective signalling
pattern within a frame can e.g. indicate the position of
the signalling pattern in relation to the segmentation of
the overall bandwidth. For example, in the case of Fig.
4, the first signalling data comprise indication if the sig-
nalling pattern is located in the first segment (e.g. the first
8 MHz segment), or the second segment etc. In case of
the signalling patterns having half the length of the band-
width segmentation, as e.g. explained in relation to Fig.
7, each pair of adjacent signalling patterns then has the
same location information. In any case, the receiving ap-
paratus will be able to tune to the wanted frequency band
in the succeeding frame using this location information.
The individual (first) signalling data are a separate block
of data individually provided for each data pattern present
in the frame and may comprise parameters such as the
first frequency carrier of the data pattern, the number of
frequency carriers allocated to the data pattern (or the
length of a data pattern in terms of multiples of the min-
imum data pattern length in the frequency direction), the
usage of a time interleaver for the data pattern, the
number of frequency notches (frequency carriers which
are not used for data transmission in data pattern) in the
data pattern, the position of the frequency notches and/or
the width of the frequency notches. The frame forming
means 59 of the transmitting apparatus 82 is adapted to
arrange the corresponding first signalling data in each
signalling pattern. The evaluation means 73 of the re-
ceiving apparatus 83 is adapted to evaluate the received
signalling data and to use or forward the information com-
prised in the first signalling data for further processing
within the receiving apparatus 83.
In case that the first signalling data comprise the men-
tioned individual signalling information for each data pat-
tern present in a frame, the structure of the signalling
patterns support a maximum limited number of data pat-
terns in the frequency direction per frame in order to re-
strict the size of each signalling pattern to a maximum
size. Thus, although the number of data patterns in the
frequency direction of each frame could be dynamically
and flexible changed, this would then be true only within
a certain maximum number of data patterns. The addi-
tional data patterns in the time direction of each frame
are respectively aligned with the preceding data patterns,
as explained above. Thus, each additional succeeding
data pattern has the same position, length, modulation
etc. as the preceding data pattern so that the signalling
data for the preceding data pattern are also valid for the
succeeding data pattern. Hereby, the number of addi-
tional data patterns in the time direction of each frame
could be fixed or flexible and this information could also
be comprised in the signalling data. Similarly, the struc-
ture of the signalling patterns could support only a max-
imum limited number of frequency notches in each data
pattern.
[0061] Alternatively or additionally, in order to over-
come the problem that parts of the signalling patterns 31
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may not be receivable in the receiving apparatus 83, the
transmitting apparatus 82 could optionally comprise an
error coding means 56 arranged before the modulating
means 55 and adapted to add some kind of error coding,
redundancy, such as repetition coding, cyclic redundan-
cy coding, or the like to the first signalling data. The ad-
ditional error coding would enable the transmitting appa-
ratus 82 to use signalling patterns 31 in the same length
as the training patterns 30, as shown in Fig. 4 since the
receiving apparatus 83 is able, for example, by means
of the reconstruction means 71, to perform some kind of
error detection and/or correction in order to reconstruct
the original signalling pattern.
[0062] For the mentioned example of the signalling pat-
terns having a length of 4 MHz and are aligned to seg-
ments of 8 MHz in an OFDM system, in the following a
specific (non-limiting) example of a signalling structure
is described.
For an OFDM symbol duration of 448ms, each 4MHz
block is built by 1792 OFDM subcarriers. If a frequency
domain pilot is used on every 7th OFDM carrier within the
signalling symbols 1536 OFDM carriers remain for the
transmission of the L1 signalling data within each signal-
ling OFDM symbol.
These OFDM carriers may be e.g. modulated by 16QAM,
resulting in gross 6144 transmittable bits within the L1
signalling. Part of the transmittable bits have to be used
for error correcting purposes, e.g. for a LDPC or Reed
Solomon code. The remaining net bits are then used for
the signalling, e.g. as described in the table below.

GI Length

Frame number

Total bandwidth

Total number of data slices

L1 sub-signalling table number

Number of sub-tabled data slices

Loop over data slices {

Data slice number

Start subcarrier frequency

Number of subcarriers per slice

Time Interleaver depth

PSI/SI reprocessing

Number of notches

Loop over notches {

Start of notch relative to start of slice

Notch width

} End notch loop

} End data slice loop

[0063] In the following, the parameters of the signalling
data mentioned in the above table are described in more
detail:

GI Length:

Defines the length of used Guard Interval

Frame Number:

Counter which is increased every frame, i.e.
each signalling symbol

Total bandwidth:

The complete transmission bandwidth of the
used channel

Total number of data slices:

This parameter signals the total number of data
slices, i.e. data patterns, in the used channel

L1 sub-signalling table number:

Number of the sub-signalling table within the sig-
nalling data

Number of sub-tabled data slices:

Number of data slices that are signalized within
this L1 signalling table

Data slice number:

Number of the current data slice

Start subcarrier frequency:

Start frequency of the data slice

Number of subcarriers per slice:

Number of subcarriers per data slice

Time interleaver depth:

Time interleaving depth within the current data
slice

PSI/SI reprocessing:

(continued)

Reserved bits

CRC_32
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Signalizes, whether PSI/SI reprocessing has
been performed in the transmitter for the current
data slice

Number of notches:

Number of notches within the current data slice

Start of notch relative to start of slice:

Start position of the notch within the data slice
with respect to the start frequency of the data
slice

Notch width:

Width of the notch

Reserved bits:

Reserved bits for future use

CRC_32:

32 bit CRC coding for the L1 signalling block

[0064] In order to ensure an even better reception of
the signalling patterns in the receiving apparatus 83, the
present invention further suggests to optimize the tuning
position of the receiving apparatus 83. In the examples
shown in Fig. 4 and 7, the receiver is tuned to a part 38
of the transmission bandwidth by centering the part 38
around the frequency bandwidth of the data patterns to
be received. Alternatively, the receiving apparatus 83
could be tuned so that the reception of the signalling pat-
tern 31 is optimized by placing the part 38 so that a max-
imum part of a signalling pattern 31 is received while the
wanted data pattern is still fully received. Alternatively,
the length of the respective data patterns could not differ
from the length of the respective signalling patterns 31
by more than a certain percentage for example 10%. An
example for this solution can be found in Fig. 8. The bor-
ders between the data patterns 42, 43, 44 and 45 are (in
the frequency direction) not deviating from the borders
between the signalling patterns 31 by more than a certain
percentage, such as (but not limited to) 10%. This small
percentage can then be corrected by the above-men-
tioned additional error coding in the signalling patterns
31.
[0065] Fig. 13 shows a time domain representation of
an example of frame 47 according to the present inven-
tion. In the transmitting apparatus 82, after the frame pat-
tern or structure was generated in the frame forming
means 59, the frequency domain frame pattern is trans-
formed into the time domain by a frequency to time trans-
forming means 60. An example of a resulting time domain
frame is now shown in Fig. 13 and comprises a guard
interval 49, a signalling symbol 50, a further guard interval

51 and a number of data symbols 52, which are respec-
tively separated by guard intervals 53. While the situation
that only a single signalling symbol is present in the time
domain corresponds to the example shown in Fig. 4,
where only a single time slot with signalling patterns is
present in the frequency domain frame structure, the ex-
ample of Fig. 7 with two time slots with signalling patterns
31a and 31 b, respectively, would lead to the presence
of two signalling patterns in the time domain, which are
eventually separated by a guard interval. The guard in-
tervals could e.g. be cyclic extensions of the useful parts
of the respective symbols. In the example of an OFDM
system, the signalling symbols and the data symbols,
including their eventually provided guard bands, could
respectively have the length of one OFDM symbol. The
time domain frames are then forwarded to a transmitting
means 61 which processes the time domain signal de-
pending on the used multi-carrier system, for example
by up-converting the signal to the wanted transmission
frequency. The transmission signals are then transmitted
via a transmitting interface 62, which can be a wired in-
terface or a wireless interface, such as an antenna or the
like. As mentioned above, the signalling patterns(s) could
be preceded by one or more training patterns, which
would lead to the presence of a training symbol preceding
the signalling symbol in the time domain.
[0066] Fig. 13 further shows that a respective number
of frames could be combined to super frames. The
number of frames per super frame, i.e. the length of each
super frame in the time direction, could be fixed or could
vary. Hereby, there might be a maximum length up to
which the super frames could be set dynamically. Fur-
ther, it might be advantageous if the signalling data in
the signalling patterns for each frame in a super frame
are the same and if changes in the signalling data only
occur from super frame to super frame. In other words,
the modulation, coding, number of data patterns etc.
would be the same in each frame of a super frame, but
could then be different in the succeeding super frame.
For example, the length of the super frames in broadcast
systems could be longer since the signalling data might
not change as often, and in interactive systems the super
frame length could be shorter since an optimization of
the transmission and reception parameters could be
done on the basis of feedback from the receiver to the
transmitter. As mentioned, a training symbol could pre-
cede each signalling symbol in each frame.
[0067] The elements and functionalities of the trans-
mitting apparatus 82, a block diagram of which is shown
in Fig. 14, have been explained before. It has to be un-
derstood, that an actual implementation of a transmitting
apparatus 82 will contain additional elements and func-
tionalities necessary for the actual operation of the trans-
mitting apparatus in the respective system. In Fig. 14,
only the elements and means necessary for the expla-
nation and understanding of the present invention are
shown. The same is true for the receiving apparatus 83,
a block diagram of which is shown in Fig. 15. Fig. 15 only
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shows elements and functionalities necessary for the un-
derstanding of the present invention. Additional elements
will be necessary for an actual operation of the receiving
apparatus 83. It has to be further understood that the
elements and functionalities of the transmitting appara-
tus 82 as well as the receiving apparatus 83 can be im-
plemented in any kind of device, apparatus, system and
so forth adapted to perform the functionalities described
and claimed by the present invention.
[0068] As mentioned above, the data in the data pat-
terns of the present invention, such as the data patterns
in the frames with the frame structures 29 and 29’ as
shown in Figures 4 and 7, respectively, are arranged in
data frames, wherein each data frame comprises second
signalling data and content data. The second signalling
data are hereby signalling data with individual parame-
ters of the content data of the respective data frame, such
as but not limited to the modulation used for the content
data in the data frame, the error protection code used for
the content data in the data frame, connection identifica-
tion with information for the receiving apparatus if the
content data comprise and the data frame are intended
for the receiving apparatus or not, and so forth.
[0069] As shown in Figure 17, a data frame 84 of the
present invention could comprise the second signalling
data in a header 84a, which is followed by the content
data 84b (in the time direction). That is, Figure 17 shows
a data frame 84 of the present invention which is formed
by the data frame forming means 54, 54’, 54" of the trans-
mitting apparatus 82 as shown in Figure 14.
[0070] Figure 18 schematically shows how several da-
ta frames are allocated to and inserted in data patterns
which have the same frequency allocation and are adja-
cent in the time dimension, such as the data patterns 34,
34’, 34", 34"’ and 34"" of the frames with the frame struc-
tures 29 and 29’ shown in Figures 4 and 7, respectively.
As shown in Figure 18, several data frames 85, 85’,
85" and 85"’ of respectively different lengths (and/or dif-
ferent data and/or signalling content and/or different
modulation and/or different coding) are allocated to the
data patterns 34, 34’, 34", 34’" and 34"" in a completely
independent and flexible manner. In other words, the
length (number of frequency carriers) of the data frames
85, 85’, 85" and 85’" is completely independent from the
length (number of frequency carriers) of the data patterns
34, 34’, 34", 34"’ and 34"" and the data frames 85, 85’,
85" and 85’" are arranged succeeding each other in the
data patterns 34, 34’, 34", 34’" and 34"". Thus the struc-
ture of the data frames generally is completely independ-
ent from the overall frame structure (e.g. frames with the
frame structures 29 and 29’). However, the frequency
structure, i.e. the first frequency carrier and the last fre-
quency carrier of the data patterns 34’, 34", 34"’ and 34""
is also the frequency structure of the data frames 85, 85’,
85" and 85"’. The data patterns having the same frequen-
cy allocation and being adjacent to each other in the time
dimension thus form a kind of a container for the data
frames, which can be inserted into the container com-

pletely freely and independently. It is to be noted that Fig.
18 shows the data frame 85, 85’, 85" and 85’" without
being time and/or frequency interleaved for the sake of
clarity. In an actual implementation, the data frame 85,
85’, 85" and 85"’ would be inserted into the data patterns
34, 34’, 34", 34’" and 34"" in time and/or frequency inter-
leaved form.
[0071] The second signalling data contained in each
header 85a, 85a’, 85a" and 85a’" of each of the data
frames 85, 85’, 85", 85’" contains individual second sig-
nalling data for the respective data frame. In other words,
the second signalling data comprised in the header 85a,
85a’, 85a" and 85a’" are at least partially different from
each other. The length of each data frame 85, 85’,
85" and 85"’ could be signalled either in the second sig-
nalling data of a frame or in the first signalling data is
described above. As mentioned above, the second sig-
nalling data could comprise the modulation of the content
data in the respective data frame, the (error) coding of
the content data in the respective data frame and/or con-
nection identification. Additional or alternative signalling
content could be also comprised in the second signalling
data depending on the wanted implementation. For ex-
ample, the second signalling data could (implicitly or ex-
plicitly) comprise some indication of the length of the con-
tent data in a data frame. In some implementations, if the
modulation and the coding is the same, the length of the
content data is also the same. Thus, in case in which the
modulation and the coding of the content data in suc-
ceeding data frames stays the same, it might not be nec-
essary to signal (in the header of the succeeding data
frame) the same modulation and coding again but to only
indicate that the modulation and the coding stays the
same as before. Alternatively, implementation might be
possible where the header of a succeeding data frame
can be omitted if the modulation and the coding do not
change in relation to the preceding data frame.
[0072] The second signalling data of each data frame
85, 85’, 85", 85"’ advantageously comprise a synchroni-
zation sequence, such as a pseudo-noise sequence or
any other suitable sequence, which is used in a correla-
tion means 78 of the receiving apparatus 83 to perform
a correlation in order to detect the start of each header
85a, 85a’, 85a"’. Since the symbol synchronization has
already taken place (was achieved e.g. by a multi-carrier
demodulation), the result of the correlation performed in
the correlating means 78 allows the de-mapping means
70 to correctly de-map and demodulate the second sig-
nalling data and the respective data frame. In an imple-
mentation example, the second signalling data are ar-
ranged in symbols and each of the symbols comprises
a part of the synchronization sequence (each symbol
comprises a number of bits). For example the most sig-
nificant bit (or the most significant bits, e.g. 2, 3 or 4 etc.
bits) of each symbol comprises the part of said synchro-
nization sequence. For example, in case that the second
signalling data are 16-QAM modulated, in which case
the resulting 16-QAM symbols respectively comprise 4
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bits, the most significant bit of each of the QAM symbols
comprised in each of the headers 85a, 85a’, 85a",
85a’" could comprise a part (one bit) of the synchroniza-
tion sequence. Instead of the most significant bit(s), an-
other bit or other bits could be used. The synchronization
sequence can be any kind of suitable sequence, e.g. a
pn, a PRBS or any other sequence.
[0073] Figure 19 shows an example of a part of the
transmitting apparatus 82 in more detail. Hereby, the sec-
ond signalling data are encoded in an encoding means
86 and afterwards modulated, for example by QAM,
QPSK or any other suitable method in a modulating
means 87, where after the modulated and encoded sec-
ond signalling data are supplied to a data frame forming
means 54 or 54’ or 54". The content data are coded in a
coding means 88, which is for example a LDPC (low den-
sity parity check) encoder or any other suitable encoder,
afterwards interleaved by a bit interleaver 89 and then
modulated in a modulating means 58, 58’, 58", which is
for example a QAM or any other suitable encoder. The
coded interleaved and modulated content data are then
supplied to a data frame forming means 54 (or 54’ or
54"). The data frame forming means 54, 54’, 54" then
forms respective data frames as explained in relation to
Figures 17 and 18. Therefore, the block size of the coding
performed by the coding means 88 for the content data
in each data frame can be varied for each data frame,
thus allowing a varying robustness level for the data
frames. The coding performed in the coding means 88
as well as the modulation performed in the modulating
means 90 are respectively signalled in the second sig-
nalling data of the respective header of the data frame.
The modulation performed by the modulating means 87
on the second signalling data is e.g. a 16 QAM modula-
tion (as described in more detail in relation to Fig. 20) or
a QPSK modulation (as described in more detail in rela-
tion to Fig. 21), but any other robust modulation can be
used.
[0074] Figure 20 shows a first example of a more de-
tailed implementation of the generation of a header with
second signalling data. In the shown example, a 16 QAM
modulation is performed by the modulating means 87 on
the second signalling data. Thus, a QAM symbol has 4
bits. The most significant bit in each of the symbols is
used for a part of the pseudo-noise sequence (pn se-
quence). The other three bits of each QAM symbol carry
the payload of the signalling data, such as the (error)
coding of the content data, the modulation of the content
data and/or the connection identification. For example,
the modulation information is comprised in 3 bits, the
connection identification is comprised in 8 bits and the
coding information is comprised in 4 bits, resulting a 15
bit payload for a second signalling data. These 15 bits
are repeated in a repeater 91, for example 3 times. Then,
the second signalling data are encoded in an encoding
means 86, which is for example a Reed Solomon coding
means and then supplied to the modulating means 87.
The modulating means 87 therefore outputs 45 symbols

(the pseudo-noise sequence has a length of 45 bits, each
of the bits being used as the most significant bit of each
of the 45 symbols). It has to be noted, however, that the
given numbers are only examples and can be changed
depending on the respective implementation.
[0075] Figure 21 shows a second example of a more
detailed implementation of the generation of a data frame
header with second signalling data. In contrary to the first
example of Fig. 20, in which the synchronization se-
quence is inserted in the second signalling data, this sec-
ond example suggests to modulate the synchronization
sequence onto the second signalling data. Further, the
second example suggests to feed the second signalling
data to an I and a Q path of the modulating means and
to resort (i.e. to reorder) the data in the I or the Q path
(for example by delaying it or by shifting it), while modu-
lating the synchronization sequence onto one of the
paths. Hereby, the diversity of the second signalling data
is achieved which results in improved decoding proper-
ties on the receiving side. In the second example, mod-
ulation, e.g. a QPSK modulation, is performed by the
modulating means 87 on the second signalling data. A
QPSK modulation is more robust than a 16 QAM modu-
lation as described in the example of figure 20. A QPSK
symbol comprises 2 bits, whereby each symbol carries
a part of a synchronization sequence, which could for
example be a pn sequence, a PRBS sequence or any
other suitable sequence with good correlation properties,
as generally explained in relation to figure 19. In the im-
plementation example of figure 21, the encoding means
86 is for example a BCH encoder (Block Code Encoder)
which encodes the second signalling data, which could
for example be represented by 15 bits, 18 bits or the like
(for example the BCH encoder could be a BCH (18, 45)
encoder). The encoding means 86 then outputs e.g. 45
bits of encoded second signalling data which are then
fed to an I and a Q path of the modulating means 87. In
the I path, the 45 encoded signalling bits are fed to the
modulating means 87 in unchanged form. However, in
the Q path, the encoded signalling bits are resorted by
any suitable resorting process, e.g. delayed (e.g. delayed
by a one bit cyclic shift), shifted, reordered or the like, in
a resorting means 90, where after the synchronization
sequence (for example a pn sequence, a PRBS se-
quence any other suitable synchronization sequence
with good correlation properties) is modulated onto the
resorted bits by means of a combining means 92, which
performs for example a XOR operation or any other suit-
able operation. The synchronization sequence for exam-
ple also comprises 45 bits, so that in cases the resorting
means 90 introduces a one bit cyclic shift, each shifted
bit of the Q path is modulated with one bit of the synchro-
nization sequence. The resorted bits with the modulated
synchronization sequence are then supplied on the Q
path to the modulating means 87, which performs e.g. a
QPSK modulation on the signals supplied via the I and
Q path. The modulating means 87 then outputs modu-
lated second signalling information in form of symbols,
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in the present example 45 symbols in each header of
each data frame. Each symbol comprises a number of
bits (in the QPSK example two bits), wherein, in the
present example one of the bits is modulated with one
bit from the synchronization sequence. Generally, a part
of the synchronization sequence is modulated onto one
or more of the bits of each symbol. It has to be understood
that instead of the Q path, the I path could be delayed
and modulated with the synchronization sequence. As
shown in figure 19, the modulated second signalling data
are then supplied from the modulating means 87 to the
data frame forming means 54 (or 54’ or 54") as shown
and described in relation to figure 19.
[0076] Figure 22 shows an implementation detail of the
receiving apparatus 83 as shown in figure 15 for the im-
plementation example of figure 21. Figure 22 hereby
shows an implementation example for the synchroniza-
tion detection of the data frames by means of the syn-
chronization sequence comprised in each data frame
header. As shown in figure 22, the data output from the
time de-interleaver 77 are supplied to a demodulating
means 93, for example a hard decision demodulating
means, such as, in the context of the example of figure
21, e.g. a QPSK de-mapping means, which e.g. QPSK
demodulates the second signalling data and outputs the
demodulated data in a I and Q path. A resorting means
94 in the I path resorts , e.g. delays, shifts or the like, the
data in order to at least partially compensate the resorting
introduced to the data in the Q path by the resorting
means 90 as shown in figure 21. It has to be noted that
the operation performed by the resorting means 94 can
but does not need to be fully reversible to the operation
performed by the sorting means 90. Also, if the resorting
means 90 is located in the I path, the resorting means
94 is located in the Q path. Then, the data on the I path
are multiplied with the data on the Q path in a multiplica-
tion means 95, which results in the synchronization se-
quence, which was modulated onto the data frame head-
er, and which is output to the correlating means 78, which
performs a correlation with the known (expected) syn-
chronization sequence and outputs a synchronization
peak enabling the detection of a data frame header and
thus of a data frame beginning. The resulting information
is then for example supplied to the de-mapping means
70 as shown and described in relation to figure 15.
[0077] Figure 23 shows an implementation detail of the
receiving apparatus 83 as shown in figure 15 in relation
to the examples of figures 21 and 22. Hereby, figure 23
comprises a suggestion for an implementation in order
to obtain and evaluate the second signalling data con-
tained in the data frame headers (as for example gener-
ally described in relation to the evaluation means 79 of
the receiving apparatus 83 shown in figure 15). Hereby,
in the example of figure 23, the data stream coming from
the time de-interleaver 77 of the receiving apparatus 83
of figure 15 is supplied to a de-mapping means 96, which
is for example a soft decision QPSK de-mapping means.
The de-mapping means 96 QPSK demodulates the data

and outputs them in an I and a Q path. Advantageously,
the data are output in a log likelihood ratio form. In the Q
path, the data are modulated in a combining means 97
with an expected copy (or suitably processed copy) of
the synchronization sequence comprised in the data
frame headers (modulated onto the second signalling da-
ta in the transmitting apparatus 82), where after the data
are resorted (e.g. delayed, shifted or the like) in a resort-
ing means 98 in order to reverse the resorting introduced
by the resorting means 90 to the data in the Q path as
shown in figure 21. It has to be noted that the resorting
performed by the resorting means 98 should be fully re-
versible to the resorting introduced by the resorting
means 90. Also, the resorting means 98 as well as the
combining means 97 should be located in the I path in
case that the resorting means 90 and the combining
means 92 are located in the I path. Afterwards, the data
of the I and the Q path are summed in an adding means
99, where after a hard decision is applied to the added
data in a hard decision means 100. The output of the
hard decision means is then decoded in a decoding
means 101, for example a block code decoding means
which decodes the coding introduced by the encoding
means 86 of figure 21. The output of the decoding means
101 are then the original second signalling data, as for
example the 15 bits or 18 bits second signalling data as
supplied to the encoding means 86 of figure 21. These
second signalling data are then used for the further
processing, for example supplied to the de-mapping
means 70 and/or the error decoding means 80 of the
receiving apparatus 83 of figure 15. It should be noted
that the delaying means 98 could alternatively be imple-
mented in the I path. Also, additionally or alternatively,
the I and the Q path could be decoded separately and
the path with the better decoding result could be further
used.
[0078] The ordering of the second signalling data and
the content data in data frames and to allocate the data
frames to the data patterns in an independent and flexible
manner has the advantage that a reduced processing in
the receiving apparatus 83 is necessary. Further, only
short delays for interactive services are guaranteed. As
shown in Figure 15, the receiving apparatus 83, after the
correlating means 78 providing the correlation of the syn-
chronization (pseudo-noise) sequence of the second sig-
nalling data, comprises an evaluation means 79 which
is adapted to evaluate the received second signalling da-
ta, eventually after a necessary decoding corresponding
to the coding performed by the encoding means 86, a
demodulation (e.g. QAM demodulation) corresponding
to the modulation performed by the modulating means
87 or other necessary processing. However, the signal-
ling information obtained by the evaluation means 79 is
supplied to the de-mapping means 70. For example, the
evaluation means 79 can be adapted to obtain the mod-
ulation of the content data from the second signalling
data and provide the de-mapping means 70 with the mod-
ulation information so that the de-mapping means 70 can

37 38 



EP 2 568 680 B1

21

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

perform the respectively necessary demodulation on the
content data of the data frame. Further, the evaluation
means 79 may be adapted to obtain the error coding of
the content data in a data frame and to provide an error
decoding means 80 located in the receiving apparatus
83 so that the error decoding means 80 is adapted to
perform an error decoding on the content data of a re-
ceived data frame. Further, the evaluation means 79 may
be adapted to obtain connection information in the sec-
ond signalling data of a received data frame and to pro-
vide a suitable processing means of the receiving appa-
ratus 83 with the connection information informing the
receiving apparatus 83 if the content data of a received
data frame are actually intended to be received by the
receiving apparatus 83 or not.
[0079] It is to be noted that the present invention is
intended to cover a frame structure (and a correspond-
ingly adapted transmitting and receiving apparatus and
method as described above), which, as an alternative to
the above described embodiments, does have a number
(two or more) data patterns in which at least one data
pattern has a length which is different from the length of
the other data pattern(s). This structure of data patterns
with a variable length can be combined either with a se-
quence of signalling patterns with identical lengths and
(identical or almost identical) contents as described
above, or with a sequence of signalling patterns in which
at least one signalling pattern has a length and/or a con-
tent different from the other signalling patterns, i.e. a var-
iable signalling pattern length. In both cases, the receiv-
ing apparatus 83 will need some information about the
varying data pattern length, which could be transmitted
by means of a separate signalling data channel or by
means of signalling data comprised in signalling data pat-
terns comprised in the frame structure as described
above. In the later case, it might be a possible implemen-
tation if the first signalling patterns in each frame always
have the same length so that the receiving apparatus
can always obtain the information about the varying data
patterns by receiving the first signalling patterns in every
or the necessary frames. Of course, other implementa-
tions might be possible. Otherwise, the rest of the above
description in relation to the data patterns and the sig-
nalling patterns as well as the possible implementations
in the transmitting apparatus 82 and the receiving appa-
ratus 83 is still applicable.

Claims

1. Transmitting apparatus (82) for transmitting signals
in a multi carrier system on the basis of a frame struc-
ture, each frame comprising at least two signalling
patterns (31) adjacent to each other in the frequency
direction and data patterns (32-37) following the at
least two signalling patterns in the time direction in
the time slot immediately succeeding the time slot in
which the at least two signalling patterns are located,

wherein each of the data patterns succeeding the at
least two signalling patterns is respectively followed
by further data patterns in succeeding time slots in
the time direction, wherein all data patterns following
each other in the time direction have the same fre-
quency direction structure and form a data segment
extending over the entire or a part of the frequency
bandwidth so that one or more data segments adja-
cent to each other in the frequency direction are
formed, each of the at least two signalling patterns
and the data patterns comprising a plurality of fre-
quency carriers,
said transmitting apparatus comprising
frame forming means (59) adapted

- to arrange first signalling data and pilot signals
in said at least two signalling patterns (31) in a
frame, said at least two signalling patterns (31)
in a frame having the same length and compris-
ing identical first signalling data, said first sig-
nalling data comprising the physical layer infor-
mation necessary for the receipt of the succeed-
ing data patterns including per data segment da-
ta segment number, start subcarrier frequency,
number of subcarriers per data segment, time
interleaver depth, PSI/SI reprocessing indicator,
number of notches within the data segment, and
per notch the start position of the notch and the
notch width, whereby the first signalling data are
repeated in each of said at least two signalling
patterns (31) so that the identical first signalling
data can be retrieved from each of said at least
two signalling patterns, and
- to arrange data and pilot signals in said data
patterns (32-37) in a frame, whereby the data of
said data patterns are arranged in data frames
(84), each data frame comprising second sig-
nalling data and content data, wherein the sec-
ond signalling data comprised in a data frame
contain individual second signalling data for the
respective data frame,
transforming means (60) adapted to transform
said at least two signalling patterns (31) and said
data patterns (32-37) from the frequency do-
main into the time domain in order to generate
a time domain transmission signal, and
transmitting means (61) adapted to transmit said
time domain transmission signal.

2. Transmitting apparatus (82) according to claim 1,
wherein the second signalling data in each data
frame are arranged in a header of the data frame.

3. Transmitting apparatus (82) according to claim 1 or
2,
wherein the second signalling data comprise a syn-
chronization sequence.
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4. Transmitting apparatus (82) according to claim 3,
wherein the second signalling data are arranged in
symbols and a part of said synchronization sequence
is inserted in each symbol.

5. Transmitting apparatus (82) according to claim 3,
wherein the second signalling data are arranged in
symbols and a part of said synchronization sequence
is modulated onto at least a part of each symbol.

6. Transmitting apparatus (82) according to one of the
claims 1 to 5,
wherein at least one of said data patterns (32-37) in
a frame is followed by at least one additional data
pattern in the time dimension with the same frequen-
cy structure as said at least one of said data patterns,
wherein data frames arranged in said at least one of
said data patterns and the at least one additional
data pattern are arranged succeeding each other in-
dependent of said frequency structure.

7. Transmitting method for transmitting signals in a mul-
ti carrier system on the basis of a frame structure,
each frame comprising at least two signalling pat-
terns (31) adjacent to each other in the frequency
direction and data patterns (32-37) following the at
least two signalling patterns in the time direction in
the time slot immediately succeeding the time slot in
which the at least two signalling patterns are located,
wherein each of the data patterns succeeding the at
least two signalling patterns is respectively followed
by further data patterns in succeeding time slots in
the time direction, wherein all data patterns following
each other in the time direction have the same fre-
quency direction structure and form a data segment
extending over the entire or a part of the frequency
bandwidth so that one or more data segments adja-
cent to each other in the frequency direction are
formed, each of the at least two signalling patterns
and the data patterns comprising a plurality of fre-
quency carriers,
said transmitting method comprising the steps of

- arranging first signalling data and pilot signals
in said at least two signalling patterns (31) in a
frame, said at least two signalling patterns (31)
in a frame having the same length and compris-
ing identical first signalling data, said first sig-
nalling data comprising the physical layer infor-
mation necessary for the receipt of the succeed-
ing data patterns including per data segment da-
ta segment number, start subcarrier frequency,
number of subcarriers per data segment, time
interleaver depth, PSI/SI reprocessing indicator,
number of notches within the data segment, and
per notch the start position of the notch and the
notch width, whereby the first signalling data are
repeated in each of said at least two signalling

patterns (31) so that the identical first signalling
data can be retrieved from each of said at least
two signalling patterns, and
- arranging data and pilot signals in said data
patterns (32-37) in a frame, whereby the data of
said one or more data patterns are arranged in
data frames, each data frame comprising sec-
ond signalling data and content data, wherein
the second signalling data comprised in a data
frame contain individual second signalling data
for the respective data frame,
- transforming said at least two signalling pat-
terns (31) and said one or more data patterns
(32-37) from the frequency domain into the time
domain in order to generate a time domain trans-
mission signal, and
- transmitting said time domain transmission sig-
nal.

8. Method according to claim 7,
wherein the second signalling data in each data
frame are arranged in a header of the data frame.

9. Method according to claim 7 or 8,
wherein the second signalling data comprise a syn-
chronization sequence.

10. Method according to claim 9,
wherein the second signalling data are arranged in
symbols and a part of said synchronization sequence
is inserted in each symbol.

11. Method according to claim 9,
wherein the second signalling data are arranged in
symbols and a part of said synchronization sequence
is modulated onto at least a part of each symbol.

12. Method according to one of the claims 7 to 11,
wherein at least one of said data patterns (32-37) in
a frame is followed by at least one additional data
pattern in the time dimension with the same frequen-
cy structure as said at least one of said data patterns,
wherein data frames arranged in said at least one of
said data patterns and the at least one additional
data pattern are arranged succeeding each other in-
dependent of said frequency structure.

13. Frame pattern for a multi carrier system, comprising
at least two signalling patterns (31) adjacent to each
other in the frequency direction and data patterns
(32-37) following the at least two signalling patterns
in the time direction in the time slot immediately suc-
ceeding the time slot in which the at least two sig-
nalling patterns are located, wherein each of the data
patterns succeeding the at least two signalling pat-
terns is respectively followed by further data patterns
in succeeding time slots in the time direction, wherein
all data patterns following each other in the time di-
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rection have the same frequency direction structure
and form a data segment extending over the entire
or a part of the frequency bandwidth so that one or
more data segments adjacent to each other in the
frequency direction are formed, each of the at least
two signalling patterns and the data patterns com-
prising a plurality of frequency carriers, wherein

- first signalling data and pilot signals are ar-
ranged in said at least two signalling patterns
(31) in a frame, said at least two signalling pat-
terns (31) in a frame having the same length and
comprising identical first signalling data, said
first signalling data comprising the physical layer
information necessary for the receipt of the suc-
ceeding data patterns including per data seg-
ment data segment number, start subcarrier fre-
quency, number of subcarriers per data seg-
ment, time interleaver depth, PSI/SI reprocess-
ing indicator, number of notches within the data
segment, and per notch the start position of the
notch and the notch width, whereby the first sig-
nalling data are repeated in each of said at least
two signalling patterns (31) so that the identical
first signalling data can be retrieved from each
of said at least two signalling patterns, and
- data and pilot signals are arranged in said data
patterns (32-37) in a frame, whereby the data of
said one or more data patterns are arranged in
data frames, each data frame comprising sec-
ond signalling data and content data, wherein
the second signalling data comprised in a data
frame contain individual second signal-ling data
for the respective data frame.

14. Frame according to claim 13,
wherein the second signalling data in each data
frame are arranged in a header of the data frame.

15. Frame according to one of the claims 13 to 14,
wherein at least one of said data patterns (32-37) in
a frame is followed by at least one additional data
pattern in the time dimension with the same frequen-
cy structure as said at least one of said data patterns,
wherein data frames arranged in said at least one of
said data patterns and the at least one additional
data pattern are arranged succeeding each other in-
dependent of said frequency structure.

Patentansprüche

1. Sendevorrichtung (82) zum Senden von Signalen in
einem Mehrfachträgersystem auf der Grundlage ei-
ner Rahmenstruktur, wobei jeder Rahmen wenigs-
tens zwei Signal-gebungsmuster (31), die in der Fre-
quenzrichtung zueinander benachbart sind, und Da-
tenmuster (32-37), die den wenigstens zwei Signal-

gebungsmustern in der Zeitrichtung in dem Zeit-
schlitz, der dem Zeitschlitz, in dem sich die wenigs-
tens zwei Signalgebungsmuster befinden, direkt
folgt, folgen, wobei jedem der Datenmuster, die den
wenigstens zwei Signalgebungsmustern folgen, je-
weils weitere Datenmuster in nachfolgenden Zeit-
schlitzen in der Zeitrichtung folgen, wobei alle Da-
tenmuster, die einander in der Zeitrichtung folgen,
die gleiche Frequenzrichtungsstruktur haben und
ein Datensegment bilden, das sich über die gesamte
Frequenzbandbreite oder einen Teil hiervon er-
streckt, so dass ein oder mehrere in der Frequenz-
richtung benachbarte Datensegmente gebildet sind,
wobei jedes der wenigstens zwei Signalmuster und
der Datenmuster mehrere Frequenzträger enthält,
wobei die Sendevorrichtung Folgendes umfasst:

Rahmenbildungsmittel (59), die dafür ausgelegt
sind,

- erste Signalgebungsdaten und Pilotsigna-
le in den wenigstens zwei Signalgebungs-
mustern (31) in einem Rahmen anzuord-
nen, wobei die mindestens zwei Signalge-
bungsmuster (31) in einem Rahmen die
gleiche Länge auf-weisen und identische
erste Signalgebungsdaten umfassen, wo-
bei die ersten Signalgebungsdaten die In-
formationen der physikalischen Schicht
enthalten, die für den Empfang der nachfol-
genden Datenmuster notwendig sind, ein-
schließlich Datensegmentnummer pro Da-
tensegment, Anfangsunterträgerfrequenz,
Anzahl von Unterträgern pro Datenseg-
ment, Zeitverschachtelertiefe, PSI/SI-Wie-
deraufbereitungsanzeiger, Anzahl von Ein-
kerbungen innerhalb des Datensegments,
und die Startposition der Einkerbung und
Einkerbungsbreite pro Einkerbung, wo-
durch die ersten Signalgebungsdaten in je-
dem der wenigstens zwei Signalgebungs-
muster (31) wiederholt werden, so dass die
übereinstimmenden ersten Signalge-
bungsdaten aus jedem der wenigstens zwei
Signalgebungsdaten wiedergewonnen
werden können, und
- Daten und Pilotsignale in den Datenmus-
tern (32-37) in einem Rahmen anzuordnen,
wodurch die Daten in den Datenmustern in
Datenrahmen (84) angeordnet werden, wo-
bei jeder Datenrahmen zweite Signalge-
bungsdaten und Inhaltsdaten enthält, wo-
bei die in einem Datenrahmen umfassten
zweiten Signalgebungsdaten einzelne
zweite Signalgebungsdaten für den jeweili-
gen Datenrahmen enthalten,

Transformationsmittel (60), die dafür ausgelegt
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sind, die wenigstens zwei Signalgebungsmus-
ter (31) und die Datenmuster (32-37) von dem
Frequenzbereich in den Zeitbereich zu transfor-
mieren, um ein Zeitbereichs-Sendesignal zu er-
zeugen, und
Sendemittel (61), die dafür ausgelegt sind, das
Zeitbereichs-Sendesignal zu senden.

2. Sendevorrichtung (82) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten in jedem Da-
tenrahmen in einem Kopfsatz des Datenrahmens
angeordnet sind.

3. Sendevorrichtung (82) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten eine Syn-
chronisationsfolge enthalten.

4. Sendevorrichtung (82) nach Anspruch 3,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten in Symbolen
angeordnet sind und ein Teil der Synchronisations-
folge in jedes Symbol eingefügt ist.

5. Sendevorrichtung (82) nach Anspruch 3,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten in Symbolen
angeordnet sind und ein Teil der Synchronisations-
folge auf mindestens ein Teil jedes Symbols modu-
liert ist.

6. Sendevorrichtung (82) nach einem der Ansprüche 1
bis 5,
wobei mindestens eines der Datenmuster (32-37) in
einem Rahmen von mindestens einem zusätzlichen
Datenmuster in der Zeitdimension mit der gleichen
Frequenzstruktur wie das mindestens eine der Da-
tenmuster gefolgt wird, wobei Datenrahmen, die in
dem mindestens einen der Datenmuster und dem
mindestens einen zusätzlichen Datenmuster ange-
ordnet sind, einander unabhängig von der Frequenz-
struktur folgend angeordnet sind.

7. Sendeverfahren zum Senden von Signalen in einem
Mehrfachträgersystem auf der Grundlage einer Rah-
menstruktur, wobei jeder Rahmen wenigstens zwei
in der Frequenzrichtung einander benachbarte Sig-
nalgebungsmuster (31) und Datenmuster (32-37),
die den zwei Signalgebungsmustern in der Zeitrich-
tung in dem Zeitschlitz, der dem Zeitschlitz, in dem
sich die wenigstens zwei Signalgebungsmuster be-
finden, direkt folgt, folgen, wobei jedem der Daten-
muster, die den wenigstens zwei Signalgebungs-
mustern folgen, jeweils weitere Datenmuster in
nachfolgenden Zeitschlitzen in der Zeitrichtung fol-
gen, wobei alle Datenmuster, die einander in der
Zeitrichtung folgen, die gleiche Frequenzrichtungs-
struktur haben und ein Datensegment bilden, das
sich über die gesamte Frequenzbandbreite oder ei-
nen Teil hiervon erstreckt, so dass ein oder mehrere
in der Frequenzrichtung benachbarte Datenseg-

mente gebildet sind, wobei jedes der wenigstens
zwei Signalgebungsmuster und der Datenmuster
mehrere Frequenzträger enthält,
wobei das Sendeverfahren die folgenden Schritte
umfasst:

- Anordnen erster Signalgebungsdaten und Pi-
lotsignale in den wenigstens zwei Signalge-
bungsmustern (31) in einem Rahmen, wobei die
mindestens zwei Signalgebungsmuster (31) in
einem Rahmen die gleiche Länge aufweisen
und identische erste Signalgebungsdaten um-
fassen, wobei die ersten Signalgebungsdaten
die Informationen der physikalischen Schicht
enthalten, die für den Empfang der nachfolgen-
den Datenmuster notwendig sind, einschließlich
Datensegmentnummer pro Datensegment, An-
fangsunterträgerfrequenz, Anzahl von Unterträ-
gern pro Datensegment, Zeitverschachtelertie-
fe, PSI/SI-Wiederaufbereitungsanzeiger, An-
zahl von Einkerbungen innerhalb des Datenseg-
ments, und die Startposition der Einkerbung und
Einkerbungsbreite pro Einkerbung, wodurch die
ersten Signalgebungsdaten in jedem der we-
nigstens zwei Signalgebungsmuster (31) wie-
derholt werden, so dass die übereinstimmenden
ersten Signalgebungsdaten aus jedem der we-
nigstens zwei Signalgebungsmuster wiederge-
wonnen werden können, und
- Anordnen von Daten und Pilotsignalen in den
Datenmustern (32-37) in einem Rahmen, wo-
durch die Daten des einen oder der mehreren
Datenmuster in Datenrahmen angeordnet sind,
wobei jeder Datenrahmen zweite Signalge-
bungsdaten und Inhaltsdaten enthält, wobei die
in einem Datenrahmen umfassten zweiten Sig-
nalgebungsdaten einzelne zweite Signalge-
bungsdaten für den jeweiligen Datenrahmen
enthalten,
- Transformieren der wenigstens zwei Signalge-
bungsmuster (31) und des einen oder der meh-
reren Datenmuster (32-37) von dem Frequenz-
bereich in den Zeitbereich, um ein Zeitbereichs-
Sendesignal zu erzeugen, und
- Senden des Zeitbereichs-Sendesignals.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten in jedem Da-
tenrahmen in einem Kopfsatz des Datenrahmens
angeordnet sind.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7 oder 8,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten eine Syn-
chronisationsfolge enthalten.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten in Symbolen
angeordnet sind und ein Teil der Synchronisations-
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folge in jedes Symbol eingefügt ist.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten in Symbolen
angeordnet sind und ein Teil der Synchronisations-
folge auf mindestens ein Teil jedes Symbols modu-
liert ist.

12. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 7 bis 11,
wobei mindestens eines der Datenmuster (32-37) in
einem Rahmen von mindestens einem zusätzlichen
Datenmuster in der Zeitdimension mit der gleichen
Frequenzstruktur wie das mindestens eine der Da-
tenmuster gefolgt wird, wobei Datenrahmen, die in
dem mindestens einen der Datenmuster und dem
mindestens einen zusätzlichen Datenmuster ange-
ordnet sind, einander unabhängig von der Frequenz-
struktur folgend angeordnet sind.

13. Rahmenmuster für ein Mehrfachträgersystem, das
wenigstens zwei Signalgebungsmuster (31), die in
der Frequenzrichtung einander benachbart sind,
und Datenmuster (32-37), die den wenigstens zwei
Signalgebungsmustern in der Zeitrichtung in dem
Zeitschlitz, der dem Zeitschlitz, in dem sich die we-
nigstens zwei Signalgebungsmuster befinden, direkt
folgt, folgen, wobei jedem der Datenmuster, die den
wenigstens zwei Signalgebungsmustern folgen, je-
weils weitere Datenmuster in aufeinander folgenden
Zeitschlitzen in der Zeitrichtung folgen, wobei alle
Datenmuster, die einander in der Zeitrichtung folgen,
die gleiche Frequenzrichtungsstruktur haben und
ein Datensegment bilden, das sich über die gesamte
Frequenzbandbreite oder einen Teil hiervon er-
streckt, so dass ein oder mehrere in der Frequenz-
richtung benachbarte Datensegmente gebildet sind,
wobei jedes der wenigstens zwei Signalgebungs-
muster und der Datenmuster mehrere Frequenzträ-
ger enthält, wobei

- erste Signalgebungsdaten und Pilotsignale in
den wenigstens zwei Signalgebungsmustern
(31) in einem Rahmen angeordnet sind, wobei
die mindestens zwei Signalgebungsmuster (31)
in einem Rahmen die gleiche Länge aufweisen
und identische erste Signalgebungsdaten um-
fassen, wobei die ersten Signalgebungsdaten
die Informationen der physikalischen Schicht
enthalten, die für den Empfang der nachfolgen-
den Datenmuster notwendig sind, einschließlich
Datensegmentnummer pro Datensegment, An-
fangsunterträgerfrequenz, Anzahl von Unterträ-
gern pro Datensegment, Zeitverschachtelertie-
fe, PSI/SI-Wiederaufbereitungsanzeiger, An-
zahl von Einkerbungen innerhalb des Datenseg-
ments, und die Startposition der Einkerbung und
Einkerbungsbreite pro Einkerbung, wodurch die
ersten Signalgebungsdaten in jedem der we-

nigstens zwei Signalgebungsmuster (31) wie-
derholt werden, so dass die übereinstimmenden
ersten Signalgebungsdaten aus jedem der we-
nigstens zwei Signalgebungsmuster wiederge-
wonnen werden können, und
- Daten und Pilotsignale in den Datenmustern
(32-37) in einem Rahmen angeordnet sind,
wodurch die Daten des einen oder der mehreren
Datenmuster in Datenrahmen angeordnet sind,
wobei jeder Datenrahmen zweite Signalge-
bungsdaten und Inhaltsdaten enthält, wobei die
in einem Datenrahmen umfassten zweiten Sig-
nalgebungsdaten einzelne zweite Signalge-
bungsdaten für den jeweiligen Datenrahmen
enthalten.

14. Rahmenmuster nach Anspruch 13,
wobei die zweiten Signalgebungsdaten in jedem Da-
tenrahmen in einem Kopfsatz des Datenrahmens
angeordnet sind.

15. Rahmenmuster nach einem der Ansprüche 13 bis
14,
wobei mindestens eines der Datenmuster (32-37) in
einem Rahmen von mindestens einem zusätzlichen
Datenmuster in der Zeitdimension mit der gleichen
Frequenzstruktur wie das mindestens eine der Da-
tenmuster gefolgt wird, wobei Datenrahmen, die in
dem mindestens einen der Datenmuster und dem
mindestens einen zusätzlichen Datenmuster ange-
ordnet sind, einander unabhängig von der Frequenz-
struktur folgend angeordnet sind.

Revendications

1. Appareil de transmission (82) pour transmettre des
signaux dans un système de porteuses multiples en
fonction d’une structure de trame, chaque trame
comprenant au moins deux motifs de signalisation
(31) adjacents dans la direction de la fréquence et
des motifs de données (32-37) suivant lesdits au
moins deux motifs de signalisation dans la direction
du temps dans le créneau temporel suivant immé-
diatement le créneau temporel dans lequel lesdits
au moins deux motifs de signalisation se situent,
dans lequel chacun des motifs de données suivant
lesdits au moins deux motifs de signalisation est res-
pectivement suivi par d’autres motifs de données
dans des créneaux temporels suivants dans la di-
rection du temps, dans lequel tous les motifs de don-
nées se suivant dans la direction du temps ont la
même structure de direction de fréquence et forment
un segment de données s’étendant sur la totalité ou
une partie de la largeur de bande de fréquence de
manière à ce qu’un ou plusieurs segments de don-
nées adjacents entre eux dans la direction de fré-
quence soient formés, chacun desdits au moins
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deux motifs de signalisation et des motifs de don-
nées comprenant plusieurs porteuses de fréquence,
lequel appareil de transmission comprend :

un moyen de formation de trame (59) conçu

- pour disposer des premières données de
signalisation et des signaux pilotes dans
lesdits au moins deux motifs de signalisa-
tion (31) dans une trame, lesdits au moins
deux motifs de signalisation dans une trame
ayant la même longueur et comprenant des
premières données de signalisation identi-
ques, lesdites premières données de signa-
lisation comprenant les informations de
couche physique nécessaires pour recevoir
les motifs de données suivants dont, par
segment de données, un numéro de seg-
ment de données, une fréquence de sous-
porteuse de départ, un nombre de sous-
porteuses par segment de données, une
profondeur d’entrelaceur temporel, un indi-
cateur de retraitement PSI/SI, un nombre
de brèches dans le segment de données et,
par brèche, la position de départ de la brè-
che et la largeur de la brèche, les premières
données de signalisation étant répétées
dans chacun desdits au moins deux motifs
de signalisation (31) de sorte que les pre-
mières données de signalisation identiques
puissent être extraites de chacun desdits
au moins deux motifs de signalisation, et
- pour disposer des données et des signaux
pilotes dans les motifs de données (32-37)
dans une trame, les données desdits motifs
de données étant agencées en trames de
données (84), chaque trame de données
comprenant des secondes données de si-
gnalisation et des données de contenu,
dans lequel les secondes données de si-
gnalisation contenues dans une trame de
données contiennent des secondes don-
nées de signalisation individuelles pour la
trame de données respective,

un moyen de transformation (60) conçu pour
transformer lesdits au moins deux motifs de si-
gnalisation (31) et
les motifs de données (32-37) du domaine de
fréquence en domaine temporel afin de générer
un signal de transmission de domaine temporel,
et
un moyen de transmission (61) conçu pour
transmettre ledit signal de transmission de do-
maine temporel.

2. Appareil de transmission (82) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel les secondes données de signalisa-

tion dans chaque trame de données sont disposées
dans un en-tête de la trame de données.

3. Appareil de transmission (82) selon les revendica-
tions 1 ou 2,
dans lequel les secondes données de signalisation
comprennent une séquence de synchronisation.

4. Appareil de transmission (82) selon la revendication
3,
dans lequel les secondes données de signalisation
sont disposées dans des symboles, et une partie de
ladite séquence de synchronisation est insérée dans
chaque symbole.

5. Appareil de transmission (82) selon la revendication
3,
dans lequel les secondes données de signalisation
sont disposées dans des symboles et une partie de
ladite séquence de synchronisation est modulée
dans au moins une partie de chaque symbole.

6. Appareil de transmission (82) selon une des reven-
dications 1 à 5,
dans lequel au moins un desdits motifs de données
(32-37) dans une trame est suivi par au moins un
motif de données additionnel dans la dimension tem-
porelle avec la même structure de fréquence que
ledit au moins un desdits motifs de données, où des
trames de données disposées dans ledit au moins
un desdits motifs de données et l’au moins un motif
de données additionnel sont disposées à la suite les
unes des autres indépendamment de ladite structure
de fréquence.

7. Procédé de transmission pour transmettre des si-
gnaux dans un système de porteuses multiples en
fonction d’une structure de trame, chaque trame
comprenant au moins deux motifs de signalisation
(31) adjacents dans la direction de la fréquence et
des motifs de données (32-37) suivant lesdits au
moins deux motifs de signalisation dans la direction
du temps dans le créneau temporel suivant immé-
diatement le créneau temporel dans lequel lesdits
au moins deux motifs de signalisation se situent,
dans lequel chacun des motifs de données suivant
lesdits au moins deux motifs de signalisation est res-
pectivement suivi par d’autres motifs de données
dans des créneaux temporels suivants dans la di-
rection du temps, dans lequel tous les motifs de don-
nées se suivant dans la direction du temps ont la
même structure de direction de fréquence et forment
un segment de données s’étendant sur la totalité ou
une partie de la largeur de bande de fréquence de
manière à ce qu’un ou plusieurs segments de don-
nées adjacents entre eux dans la direction de fré-
quence soient formés, chacun des au moins deux
motifs de signalisation et des motifs de données
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comprenant plusieurs porteuses de fréquence,
lequel procédé de transmission comprend les éta-
pes consistant à :

- disposer des premières données de signalisa-
tion et des signaux pilotes dans lesdits au moins
deux motifs de signalisation (31) dans une tra-
me, lesdits au moins deux motifs de signalisa-
tion (31) dans une trame ayant la même lon-
gueur et comprenant des premières données de
signalisation identiques, lesdites premières
données de signalisation comprenant les infor-
mations de couche physique nécessaires pour
recevoir les motifs de données suivants dont,
par segment de données, un numéro de seg-
ment de données, une fréquence de sous-por-
teuse de départ, un nombre de sous-porteuses
par segment de données, une profondeur d’en-
trelaceur temporel, un indicateur de retraitement
PSI/SI, un nombre de brèches dans le segment
de données et, par brèche, la position de départ
de la brèche et la largeur de la brèche, les pre-
mières données de signalisation étant répétées
dans chacun desdits au moins deux motifs de
signalisation (31) de sorte que les premières
données de signalisation identiques puissent
être extraites de chacun desdits au moins deux
motifs de signalisation, et
- disposer des données et des signaux pilotes
dans les motifs de données (32-37) dans une
trame, les données du ou des motifs de données
étant agencées en trames de données, chaque
trame de données comprenant des secondes
données de signalisation et des données de
contenu, où les secondes données de signali-
sation contenues dans une trame de données
contiennent des secondes données de signali-
sation individuelles pour la trame de données
respective,
- transformer lesdits au moins deux motifs de
signalisation (31) et le ou les motifs de données
(32-37) du domaine de fréquence en domaine
temporel afin de générer un signal de transmis-
sion de domaine temporel, et
- transmettre ledit signal de transmission de do-
maine temporel.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 7,
dans lequel les secondes données de signalisation
dans chaque trame de données sont disposées dans
un en-tête de la trame de données.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 7 ou 8,
dans lequel les secondes données de signalisation
comprennent une séquence de synchronisation.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9,
dans lequel les secondes données de signalisation

sont disposées dans des symboles, et une partie de
ladite séquence de synchronisation est insérée dans
chaque symbole.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 9,
dans lequel les secondes données de signalisation
sont disposées dans des symboles et une partie de
ladite séquence de synchronisation est modulée
dans au moins une partie de chaque symbole.

12. Procédé selon une des revendications 7 à 11,
dans lequel au moins un desdits motifs de données
(32-37) dans une trame est suivi par au moins un
motif de données additionnel dans la dimension tem-
porelle avec la même structure de fréquence que
ledit au moins un desdits motifs de données, où des
trames de données disposées dans ledit au moins
un desdits motifs de données et l’au moins un motif
de données additionnel sont disposées à la suite les
unes des autres indépendamment de ladite structure
de fréquence.

13. Motif de trame pour un système de porteuses mul-
tiples, comprenant au moins deux motifs de signali-
sation (31) adjacents dans la direction de la fréquen-
ce et des motifs de données (32-37) suivant lesdits
au moins deux motifs de signalisation dans la direc-
tion du temps dans le créneau temporel suivant im-
médiatement le créneau temporel dans lequel les-
dits au moins deux motifs de signalisation se situent,
dans lequel chacun des motifs de données suivant
lesdits au moins deux motifs de signalisation est res-
pectivement suivi par d’autres motifs de données
dans des créneaux temporels suivants dans la di-
rection du temps, dans lequel tous les motifs de don-
nées se suivant dans la direction du temps ont la
même structure de direction de fréquence et forment
un segment de données s’étendant sur la totalité ou
une partie de la largeur de bande de fréquence de
manière à ce qu’un ou plusieurs segments de don-
nées adjacents entre eux dans la direction de fré-
quence soient formés, chacun desdits au moins
deux motifs de signalisation et des motifs de don-
nées comprenant plusieurs porteuses de fréquence,
dans lequel

- des premières données de signalisation et des
signaux pilotes sont disposées dans lesdits au
moins deux motifs de signalisation (31) dans
une trame, lesdits au moins deux motifs de si-
gnalisation (31) dans une trame ayant la même
longueur et comprenant des premières données
de signalisation identiques, les premières don-
nées de signalisation comprenant les informa-
tions de couche physique nécessaires pour re-
cevoir les motifs de données suivants dont, par
segment de données, un numéro de segment
de données, une fréquence de sous-porteuse
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de départ, un nombre de sous-porteuses par
segment de données, une profondeur d’entre-
laceur temporel, un indicateur de retraitement
PSI/SI, un nombre de brèches dans le segment
de données et, par brèche, la position de départ
de la brèche et la largeur de la brèche, les pre-
mières données de signalisation étant répétées
dans chacun desdits au moins deux motifs de
signalisation (31) de sorte que les premières
données de signalisation identiques puissent
être extraites de chacun desdits au moins deux
motifs de signalisation, et
- et des signaux pilotes des données dans une
trame sont disposées dans les motifs de don-
nées (32-37),
les données du ou des motifs de données étant
agencées en trames de données, chaque trame
de données comprenant des secondes données
de signalisation et des données de contenu, où
les secondes données de signalisation conte-
nues dans une trame de données contiennent
des secondes données de signalisation indivi-
duelles pour la trame de données respective.

14. Motif de trame selon la revendication 13,
dans lequel les secondes données de signalisation
dans chaque trame de données sont disposées dans
un en-tête de la trame de données.

15. Trame selon une des revendications 13 à 14,
dans laquelle au moins un desdits motifs de données
(32-37) dans une trame est suivi par au moins un
motif de données additionnel dans la dimension tem-
porelle avec la même structure de fréquence que
ledit au moins un desdits motifs de données, où des
trames de données disposées dans ledit au moins
un desdits motifs de données et l’au moins un motif
de données additionnel sont disposées à la suite les
unes des autres indépendamment de ladite structure
de fréquence.
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