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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention is in the field of telephony
communication and pertains more particularly to meth-
ods and apparatus for using session initiation protocol
(SIP) in site-to-site communication event transfers.

Cross-Reference to Related Documents

[0002] The present invention claims priority to a Pro-
visional Patent application, No. 60/389,703, filed June
17, 2002. The present invention is also a Continuation-
In-Part (CIP) to US 2002/0018464 A1 entitled "Integrat-
ing SIP Control Messaging Into Existing Communication
Center Routing Infrastructure" filed on August 10, 2001,
which is a CIP to US 2002/0057674 A1, entitled "Method
and Apparatus for Providing Integrated Routing for PSTN
and IPNT Calls in a Call Center", filed on September 24,
1998. A document disclosure in the DD program, number
496199 dated June 19, 2001, was filed in case US
2002/0018464 A1.

Background of the Invention

[0003] WO 00/72535 discloses a system that "tracks
the states and availabilities of resources at each of the
plurality of call centers". Thus, when "a contract request
is received, the Enterprise Contact Server determines
and selects an available qualified agent among the
agents at the plurality of call centers, and then sends the
contact request to the Center Contact Server that sup-
ports the selected agent". When "a contact request is
placed by a customer, it is sent to the Enterprise Contact
Server which first queries its skills tables to determine a
qualified agent. When a qualified agent is found, the En-
terprise Contact Server then queries the state tables with
the qualified agent to determine if that agent is currently
available. The request is first received by the Enterprise
Contact Server. Then, the Enterprise Contact Server
queries the state tables.
[0004] Rosenberg, J. et al.: "draft-rosenberg-sip-pip-
00.txt: SIP For Presence", IETF INTERNET DRAFT,
(XP002325320) describes an extension to SIP for sub-
scription, notification, fetching, and indication of pres-
ence events. Furthermore, IETF-NETWORK WORKING
GROUP: M. Day et al.: "Request for Comments (RFC)
2778: A model for Presence and Instant Messaging",
RFC 2778 (XP002201444) defines an abstract model for
a presence and instant messaging system.
[0005] In the field of telephony communication, there
have been many improvements in technology over the
years that have contributed to more efficient use of tele-
phone communication within hosted call-center environ-
ments. Most of these improvements involve integrating
the telephones and switching systems in such call cent-
ers with computer hardware and software adapted for,

among other things, better routing of telephone calls,
faster delivery of telephone calls and associated infor-
mation, and improved service with regards to client sat-
isfaction. Such computer-enhanced telephony is known
in the art as computer-telephony integration (CTI).
[0006] Generally speaking, CTI implementations of
various design and purpose are accomplished both with-
in individual call-centers and, in some cases, at the net-
work level. For example, processors running CTI soft-
ware applications may be linked to telephone switches,
service control points (SCP), and network entry points
within a public or private telephone network. At the call-
center level, CTI-enhanced processors, data servers,
transaction servers, and the like, are linked to telephone
switches and, in some cases, to similar CTI hardware at
the network level, often by a dedicated digital link. CTI
and other hardware within a call-center are commonly
referred to as customer premises equipment (CPE). It is
the CTI processor and application software at such cent-
ers that provides computer enhancement to a call center.
[0007] In a CTI-enhanced call center, telephones at
agent stations are connected to a central telephony
switching apparatus, such as an automatic call distributor
(ACD) switch or a private branch exchange (PBX). The
agent stations may also be equipped with computer ter-
minals such as personal computer/video display units
(PC/VDU’s) so that agents manning such stations may
have access to stored data as well as being linked to
incoming callers by telephone equipment. Such stations
may be interconnected through the PC/VDUs by a local
area network (LAN). One or more data or transaction
servers may also be connected to the LAN that intercon-
nects agent stations. The LAN is, in turn, connected to
the CTI processor, which is connected to the call switch-
ing apparatus of the call center.
[0008] When a call arrives at a call center, whether or
not the call has been pre- processed at an SCP, typically
at least the telephone number of the calling line is made
available to the receiving switch at the call center by the
network provider. This service is available by most net-
works as caller-ID information in one of several formats
such as Automatic Number Identification Service (ANIS).
If the call center is computer-enhanced (CTI) the phone
number of the calling party may be used to access addi-
tional information from a customer information system
(CIS) database at a server on the network that connects
the agent workstations. In this manner information perti-
nent to a call may be provided to an agent, often as a
screen pop.
[0009] In recent years, advances in computer technol-
ogy, telephony equipment, and infrastructure have pro-
vided many opportunities for improving telephone serv-
ice in publicly-switched and private telephone intelligent
networks. Similarly, development of a separate informa-
tion and data network known as the Internet, together
with advances in computer hardware and software have
led to a new multi-media telephone system known in the
art by several names. In this new systemology, telephone
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calls are simulated by multi-media computer equipment,
and data, such as audio data, is transmitted over data
networks as data packets. In this application the broad
term used to describe such computer- simulated teleph-
ony is Data Network Telephony (DNT).
[0010] For purposes of nomenclature and definition,
the inventors wish to distinguish clearly between what
might be called conventional telephony, which is the tel-
ephone service enjoyed by nearly all citizens through lo-
cal telephone companies and several long-distance tel-
ephone network providers, and what has been described
herein as computer-simulated telephony or DNT. The
conventional system is familiar to nearly all, and is often
referred to in the art as connection-oriented-switched-
telephony (COST). The COST designation will be used
extensively herein. The computer-simulated, or DNT sys-
tems are familiar to those who use and understand com-
puter systems.
[0011] Perhaps the best example of DNT is telephone
service provided over the Internet, which will be referred
to herein as Internet-Protocol- Network-Telephony (IP-
NT), by far the most extensive, but still a subset of DNT.
[0012] Both systems use signals transmitted over net-
work links. In fact, connection to data networks for DNT
such as IPNT is typically accomplished over local tele-
phone lines, used to reach such as an Internet Service
Provider (ISP). The definitive difference is that COST te-
lephony may be considered to be connection-oriented
telephony. In the COST system, calls are placed and
connected by a specific dedicated path, and the connec-
tion path is maintained over the time of the call. Band-
width is thus assured. Other calls and data do not share
a connected channel path in a COST system. In a DNT
system, on the other hand, the system is not dedicated
or connection oriented. That is, data, including audio da-
ta, is prepared, sent, and received as data packets. The
data packets share network links, and may travel by var-
iable paths, being reassembled into serial order after re-
ceipt. Therefore, bandwidth is not guaranteed.
[0013] Under ideal operating circumstances a DNT
network, such as the Internet, has all of the audio quality
of conventional public and private intelligent telephone-
networks, and many advantages accruing from the as-
pect of direct computer-to-computer linking.
[0014] However, DNT applications must share the
bandwidth available on the network in which they are
traveling. As a result, real-time voice communication may
at times suffer dropout and delay. This is at least partially
due to packet loss experienced during periods of less-
than-needed bandwidth which may prevail under certain
conditions such as congestion during peak periods of
use, and so on.
[0015] Recent improvements to available technologies
associated with the transmission and reception of data
packets during real-time DNT communication have en-
abled companies to successfully add DNT, principally
IPNT capabilities, to existing CTI-enhanced call centers.
Such improvements, as described herein and known to

the inventor, include methods for guaranteeing available
bandwidth or quality of service (QoS) for a transaction,
improved mechanisms for organizing, coding, compress-
ing, and carrying data more efficiently using less band-
width, and methods and apparatus for intelligently replac-
ing lost data by using voice supplementation methods
and enhanced buffering capabilities.
[0016] In typical call centers, DNT is accomplished by
Internet connection and IPNT calls. For this reason, IPNT
and the Internet will be used almost exclusively in exam-
ples to follow. It should be understood, however, that this
usage is exemplary, and not limiting.
[0017] In systems known to the inventors, incoming
IPNT calls are processed and routed within an IPNT-
capable call center in much the same way as COST calls
are routed in a CTI-enhanced center, using similar or
identical routing rules, waiting queues, and so on, aside
from the fact that there are two separate networks in-
volved.
[0018] Call centers having both CTI and IPNT capabil-
ity utilize LAN-connected agent- stations with each sta-
tion having a telephony-switch-connected headset or
phone, and a PC connected, in most cases via LAN, to
the LAN over which IPNT calls may be routed. Therefore,
in most cases, IPNT calls are routed to the agent’s PC
while conventional telephony calls are routed to the
agent’s conventional telephone or headset. However, a
method known to the inventor allows one headset to be
used at an agent’s station for handling both IPNT and
COST calls. This is accomplished via connecting the
agent’s telephone to the sound card on the agent’s
PC/VDU with an I/O cable. In most prior art and current
art systems, separate lines and equipment must be im-
plemented for each type of call weather COST or IPNT.
[0019] Due in part to added costs associated with ad-
ditional equipment, lines, and data ports that are needed
to add IPNT capability to a CTI-enhanced call-center,
companies are currently experimenting with various
forms of integration between the older COST system and
the newer IPNT system. For example, by enhancing data
servers, interactive voice response units (IVRs), agent-
connecting networks, and so on, with the capability of
understanding Internet protocol, data arriving from either
network may be integrated requiring less equipment and
lines to facilitate processing, storage, and transfer of da-
ta. However, telephony trunks and IPNT network lines
representing the separate networks involved still provide
for significant costs and maintenance.
[0020] In some current art implementations, incoming
data from the COST network and the Internet is caused
to run side by side from the network level to a call center
over a telephone connection (T1/E1) acting as a tele-
phone-data bridge, wherein a certain channels are re-
served for COST connection, and this portion is dedicat-
ed as is necessary in COST protocol (connection orient-
ed), and the remainder is used for DNT such as IPNT
calls, and for perhaps other data transmission. Such a
service is generally offered by a local phone company.
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This service eliminates the requirement for leasing nu-
merous telephony trunks and data-network connections.
Routing and other equipment, however, must be imple-
mented at both the call-center level and network level
significantly reducing any realized cost savings.
[0021] A significant disadvantage of such a bridge,
having dedicated equipment on each end, is the dedicat-
ed nature of individual channels over the bridging link.
[0022] Efficient use of bandwidth cannot be assured
during variable traffic conditions that may prevail at cer-
tain times. For example, dedicated channels assigned to
IPNT traffic would not be utilized if there were not enough
traffic to facilitate their use.
[0023] Similarly, if there was more COST traffic than
the allotted number of COST channels could carry, no
additional channels could be made available.
[0024] In a yet more advanced system, known in some
call centers, a central switch within the call center is en-
hanced with IP conversion capability and can communi-
cate via LAN to connected IP phone-sets and PC’s elim-
inating the need for regular telephone wiring within a call
center. However, the service is still delivered via a tele-
phone-data bridge as described above. Therefore, addi-
tional requirements for equipment and inefficiency re-
garding use of bandwidth are still factors.
[0025] In still other systems known to the inventor, IP-
NT to COST conversion or COST to IPNT conversion is
performed within the call center instead of via a network
bridge. This is accomplished via a gateway connected
to both an IPNT router and a central telephony-switching
apparatus. In the first case, all calls are converted to and
routed as COST calls over internal telephone wiring to
switch-connected headsets. In the second case, all
COST calls are converted to and routed as IPNT calls
over a LAN to individual PC/VDU’s.
[0026] In all of the described prior art systems, the con-
certed goal has been to integrate COST and IPNT data
via converging at the network level or within the call cent-
er. The addition of dedicated hardware both at the net-
work level and within the call center adds to the expense
of providing such integrated data.
[0027] In a system known to the inventor and described
with reference to US 2002/0057674 A1 listed in the cross-
reference section of this specification, an integrated rout-
er is provided within a call center. The integrated router
monitors and controls both a telephony switch receiving
and forwarding connection-oriented, switched telephony
(COST) calls and a Data Network Telephony (DNT) proc-
essor receiving and forwarding DNT calls. The integrated
router is enabled by software to consult a common data
repository storing status of agents answering both types
of calls within the center and routes all calls according to
a single set of routing rules, which can take a variety of
forms. In one aspect, telephone devices at agent stations
are adapted to handle both COST and DNT calls.
[0028] It has occurred to the inventor that in addition
to being able to unify all routed events within a commu-
nication center under a common set of rules, it would be

desirable to adapt established IP network protocols for
use as routing tools within a communication center for
the purpose of saving time and costs of developing pro-
prietary protocols and expensive client applications using
them.
[0029] One standard Internet-based protocol that may
be adapted for communication center use is the well-
known session initiation protocol (SIP). Very basically,
SIP is an application-layer control (signaling) protocol for
creating, modifying and terminating communication ses-
sions with one or more participants. These sessions in-
clude Internet multimedia conferences, Internet tele-
phone calls and multimedia distribution. Members in a
session can communicate via multicast or via a mesh of
unicast relations, or a combination of these.
[0030] A SIP session can include both persons and
automated systems such as a media storage service. A
SIP session can include both unicast and multicast ses-
sions.
[0031] A session initiator does not necessarily have to
be a member of an initiated session to which SIP is used
to initiate. SIP transparently supports name mapping and
redirection services, allowing the implementation of IS-
DN and Intelligent Network telephony subscriber servic-
es. These facilities also enable personal mobility.
[0032] In the parlance of telecommunications intelli-
gent network services, personal mobility is defined as
the ability of end users to originate and receive calls and
access subscribed telecommunication services on any
terminal in any location, and the ability of the network to
identify end users as they move. Personal mobility is
based on unique identification numbering and compli-
ments terminal mobility, which enables an end terminal
to be moved from one sub-net to another.
[0033] SIP is designed as part of the well-known IETF
multimedia data and control architecture, which is cur-
rently incorporating protocols such as RSVP for reserving
network resources; the real-time transport protocol
(RTP) for transporting real-time data and providing QoS
feedback; the real-time streaming protocol (RTSP) for
controlling delivery of streaming media; the session an-
nouncement protocol (SAP) for advertising multimedia
sessions via multicast ; and the session description pro-
tocol (SDP) for describing multimedia sessions.
[0034] It is known to the inventors that SIP can be used
in conjunction with other call setup and signaling proto-
cols. In this mode, an end system uses SIP exchanges
to determine the appropriate end system address and
protocol from a given address that is protocol-independ-
ent. For example, SIP could be used to determine that
the party can be reached via H. 323, obtain the H. 245
gateway and user address and then use H.
[0035] 225.0 to establish a call, for example. In another
example, SIP might be used to determine that a call re-
cipient is reachable via the PSTN and indicate the phone
number to be called, possibly suggesting an Internet-to-
PSTN gateway to be used.
[0036] A software suite is known to the inventor for
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routing communication events over a data-packet-net-
work using an IP session initiation and signaling protocol.
The software suite is described with reference to US
2002/0018464 A1 listed in the cross-reference section
above.
[0037] The software suite comprises a server applica-
tion for computing and serving routing determinations per
request, a session management application for initiating
and managing routed and established session events, a
parsing application for parsing request data received un-
der session initiation protocol and a conversion applica-
tion for converting data received under session initiation
protocol into a routing request.
[0038] All received communication requests for routing
are in the form of the session initiation protocol wherein
they are parsed and converted into routing requests proc-
essed by the server application and routed to determined
destinations. In practice, events are established as ses-
sion events conducted under the session initiation and
management protocol.
[0039] The system above is used chiefly within a com-
munication center and uses a proxy server to manage
conversion between SIP protocol and T-server routing
protocol. It has occurred to the inventor that many organ-
izations that host communication centers host multiple
center sites both based in telephony and data networks.
It would be desirable to enable seamless communication
event transfers including final destination routing be-
tween two or more sites that are network connected using
un-modified standard protocols including SIP and instant
message (IM)-based protocols.
[0040] What is therefore clearly needed is a routing
system that can transfer communication events seam-
lessly among multiple communication sites including final
agent-level routing of those events using standard SIP
and IM-based protocols and preserving complex routing
protocols for final agent-level routing within the center
site that is the destination for the transfer.

Summary of the Invention

[0041] In a preferred embodiment of the invention a
system for providing communication event routing and
transfer capability in a multi-site communication center
environment is provided, comprising a presence protocol
application, a routing application, a point of transfer on a
network, and a destination of transfer on the same or
connected network. The system is characterized in that
the presence protocol application is shared by commu-
nication-center sites cooperating in the transfer and rout-
ing of events and wherein the presence protocol performs
at least one event handling process normally performed
by the routing application.
[0042] In a preferred embodiment of the invention the
presence protocol is Session Initiation Protocol. In an-
other embodiment the presence protocol is Instant Mes-
saging and Presence Protocol. In some cases the pres-
ence protocol includes Session Advertisement Protocol

and Session Description Protocol. Also in some cases
the routing protocol is T-server protocol.
[0043] In some embodiments the point of transfer is a
telephony switch. Also in some embodiments the desti-
nation of transfer is also a telephony switch. In some
other embodiments the destination of transfer is an IP-
capable device in an agent workstation.
[0044] In some embodiments there is a communication
server shared by at least two of the multiple communi-
cation-center sites, and the communication server may
be hosted on one of the Internet, an Ethernet, or on a
Virtual Private Network. In some of these embodiments
the presence protocol is Session Initiation Protocol.
[0045] In another aspect of the invention a method for
transferring a telephony communication event from one
communication-center site switch to another is provided,
comprising steps of (a) receiving an event at a first te-
lephony switch at a first site; (b) determining that the
event requires transfer to a second identified telephony
switch at the location of a second site; (c) sending a re-
quest in the form of a presence protocol message to a
processor controlling the switch at the second site; (d)
receiving at a processor controlling the switch at the first
site a response in the form of a presence protocol mes-
sage giving permission for the transfer; and (e) executing
the call transfer.
[0046] In some embodiments, in step (a), the event is
a COST telephone call and the switch is a CTI-enabled
telephony switch. Also in some embodiments, in step (b),
determination of transfer requirement is established
through IVR interaction with the caller. Still further, in step
(c), the presence protocol may be Session Initiation Pro-
tocol. In other cases, in step (c), the presence protocol
may be Instant Messaging and Presence Protocol.
[0047] In some embodiments, in steps (c) and (d), a
request and response interaction also occurs using a
routing protocol for exchanging information not handled
in the presence protocol request/response interaction. In
some cases at least one event handling process is event
notification of the event for transfer, and in some cases
at least one event-handling process is the process of
reporting availability of an agent representing the final
destination for the transferred event.

Brief Description of the Drawing Figures

[0048]

Fig. 1 is a system diagram of a call center connected
to a telecommunication network using IPNT to
COST conversion according to prior art.

Fig. 2 is a system diagram of the call center and tel-
ecommunication network of Fig. 1 using IPNT
switching at the call center according to prior art.

Fig. 3 is a system diagram of the call center and tel-
ecommunication network of Fig. 1 enhanced
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with integrated routing according to an embod-
iment of the present invention.

Fig. 4 is an architectural overview of a communication
network wherein SIP messaging capability is
integrated with routing infrastructure according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 5 a flow diagram illustrating system steps for us-
ing SIP in a communication center according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 6 is an architectural overview of a communication
center utilizing SIP-based routing according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 7 is an architectural overview of the communica-
tion center of Fig. 6 connected to an additional
communication center for SIP-based event
transfer according to an embodiment of the in-
vention.

Fig. 8 is an architectural overview of the centers of
Fig. 7 further enhanced for parlay through a
communication server.

Fig. 9 is a process flow diagram illustrating basic
steps for event transfer and final routing accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

Description of the Preferred Embodiments

[0049] Fig. 1 is a system diagram of a call center con-
nected to a telecommunication network using IPNT to
COST conversion according to prior art. As described
briefly with regards to the background section, various
prior art telecommunication networks utilize network-
bridging techniques for the purpose of causing IPNT and
COST incoming calls to run parallel into the call center.
In current systems, as was also described, various im-
plementations have been made within the call center for
converting IPNT to COST, and conversely, COST to IP-
NT. Fig. 1 represents one such current art system.
[0050] In Fig. 1 telecommunications network 11 com-
prises a publicly-switched telephone network (PSTN) 13,
the Internet network 15, and a call center 17. PSTN net-
work 13 may be a private network rather than a public
network, and Internet 15 may be another public or a pri-
vate data network as are known in the art.
[0051] In this basic prior art example, call center 17 is
equipped to handle both COST calls and IPNT calls. Both
COST calls and IPNT calls are delivered to call-center
17 by separate network connections. For example, a te-
lephony switch 19 in the PSTN may receive incoming
telephone calls and rout them over a COST network trunk
23 to a central switching apparatus 27 located within call
center 17. IPNT calls from Internet 15 are routed via a
data router 21 over a data-network connection 25 to an

IPNT router 29 within call center 17. In this example, net-
work switch 19 is meant to represent a wide variety of
processing and switching equipment in a PSTN, and rout-
er 21 is exemplary of many routers and IP switches in
the Internet, as known in the art.
[0052] Call center 17 further comprises four agent sta-
tions 31,33, 35, and 37. Each of these agent stations,
such as agent station 31, for example, comprises an
agent’s telephone 47 adapted for COST telephone com-
munication and an agent’s PC/VDU 39 adapted for IPNT
communication and additional data processing and view-
ing.
[0053] Agent’s telephones 47, 49, 51, and 53 along
with agent’s PC/VDU 39, 41, 43, and 45 are in similar
arrangement in agent stations 31, 33, 35, and 37 respec-
tively. Agent’s telephones, such as agent’s telephone 49,
are connected to COST switching apparatus 27 via tel-
ephone wiring 56.
[0054] A LAN 55 connects agent’s PC/VDU’s to one
another and to a CPE IPNT router 29. A client-informa-
tion-system (CIS) server 57 is connected to LAN 55 and
provides additional stored information about callers to
each LAN-connected agent.
[0055] Router 29 routes incoming IPNT calls to agent’s
PC/VDU’s that are also LAN connected as previously
described. A data network connection 25 connects data
router 29 to data router 21 located in Internet 15. Specific
Internet access and connectivity is not shown, as such
is well known in the art, and may be accomplished in any
one of several ways. The salient feature to be empha-
sized in this prior art example is that separate connec-
tions and equipment are necessary and implemented to
be able to handle both COST and IPNT calls at the call
center.
[0056] Each agent’s PC/VDU, such as PC/VDU 45 has
a connection via LAN 55 and data network connection
25 to Internet 15 while the assigned agent is logged on
to the system, however, this is not specifically required
but rather preferred, so that incoming IPNT calls may be
routed efficiently. Dial-up connecting rather than a con-
tinuous connection to Internet 15 may sometimes be em-
ployed.
[0057] An agent operating at an agent station such as
agent station 33 may have COST calls arriving on agent’s
telephone 49 while IPNT calls are arriving on agent’s
PC/VDU 41. In examples prior to this example, router 29
would not have a connection to central switching appa-
ratus 27. Having no such connection creates a cumber-
some situation, requiring agents to distribute their time
as best they can between the two types of calls. Thus,
agent time is not utilized to maximum efficiency with re-
spect to the total incoming calls possible from both net-
works.
[0058] In this embodiment however, router 29 is con-
nected to an IPNT-to-COST gateway 59 via data con-
nection 61. Gateway 59 is connected to central switch
27 via CTI connection 63. Gateway 59 is adapted to con-
vert all incoming and outgoing IPNT calls to COST calls
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where they may be routed over wiring 56 to agents (in-
coming), or over trunk 23 to switch 19 in cloud 13 (out-
going). In this way, agents may use switch-connected
telephones, such as telephone 47 to answer both IPNT-
to- COST converts and regular incoming COST calls.
The agent’s time is better utilized and additional network
equipment comprising a network bridge and associated
network connections are not required.
[0059] This prior art example, however, presents some
problems and limitations. One problem is that traditional
COST equipment such as routers, switches, and wiring
may have to be significantly expanded to handle more
traffic regarding the added call-load received from cloud
15. Further, the ability to predict possible call overload
situations is significantly complicated because of the con-
vergence of IPNT calls into the COST routing system.
As IPNT calls are now received by agents as COST calls,
certain features inherent to IPNT applications will be lost
such as multimedia enhancements, and the like.
[0060] One advantage with this example is that calls
originating as IPNT calls within call center 17 may be
sent as IPNT calls over data connection 25, or as con-
verted COST calls over trunk 23. Another advantage is
that LAN 55 is free to carry data other than IPNT audio
packets.
[0061] Fig. 2 is a system diagram of the call center and
telecommunication network of Fig. 1 using IPNT switch-
ing at the call center according to prior art. This prior art
example is essentially reversed from the prior art exam-
ple described in Fig. 1. For the sake of saving space and
avoiding redundancy, elements found in this example
that are identical to the example of Fig. 1 will not be re-
introduced.
[0062] Call center 17 receives COST calls from cloud
13 over trunk 23, and IPNT calls from cloud 15 over data
connection 25 as described with the prior art example of
Fig. 1. However, instead of having a central telephony-
switch such as switch 27 of Fig. 1, a COST-to-IPNT gate-
way 71 is provided and adapted to convert COST calls
to IPNT calls.
[0063] After converting incoming COST calls to IPNT
calls, these are routed via data connection 73 to an IPNT
switch 75. IPNT switch 75 is adapted to distribute the
resulting IPNT calls to selected agents over LAN 55. Reg-
ular IPNT calls are routed to LAN-connected agents via
router 29.
[0064] Agent’s telephones 47-53 are, in this example,
adapted as IP phones and are each connected to LAN
55. Internal wiring and other COST related architecture
is not required, which is one distinct advantage of this
prior art system.
[0065] A disadvantage of this system is that there is
no provision to make outbound calls to the PSTN 13.
Only further enhancement to gateway 71 to convert IPNT
calls to COST calls enables outbound dialing to PSTN
13 from within call center 17.
[0066] Under heavy call-load situations, a dual gate-
way such as would be the case with gateway 71 may

become congested and cause delay. Additional appara-
tus may be required to alleviate this problem. In some
cases wherein there are concerted outbound campaigns
taking place on a frequent basis, it may be more prudent
to maintain a COST switch and internal wiring within call
center 17 connected to either agent telephones (main-
taining dual capability) or, to add a second set of tele-
phones dedicated for outbound campaigns. Moreover,
agents are reintroduced with a problem solved in the ex-
ample of Fig. 1 of having to deal with incoming calls to
both IP phones, and PC/VDU’s.
[0067] Fig. 3 is a system diagram of the call center and
telecommunication network of Fig. 1 enhanced with in-
tegrated routing according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As discussed with reference to Fig. 2,
common elements introduced with the prior art example
of Fig. 1 will not be reintroduced here unless they are
altered according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention.
[0068] According to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, call center 17 receives COST and IP-
NT calls from their respective separate networks com-
prising telecommunication system 11. Call center 17 is,
in this example, enhanced with an integrated router (IR)
83 capable of routing both COST calls and IPNT calls.
Central switch 27 is connected via CTI link to a processor
running instances of a CTI application known to the in-
ventors as T-server and Stat-server (TS/STAT).
[0069] An intelligent peripheral in the form of an IVR
84 is connected to processor 82 via data link 81. Proc-
essors 82 and IVR 84 provide CTI enhancement to switch
27, as well as an application programming interface (APD
to IR 83 via installed software.
[0070] It will be apparent to the skilled artisan that proc-
essor 82, IVR 84 and IR 83 may be implemented in a
single computing machine executing all of the necessary
software, but the functions have separated here for clarity
in description.
[0071] A multimedia data server (MIS) 87 is connected
to LAN 55, and is adapted to store and serve certain
multimedia content as known in the art. Switch 27 and
Router 29 are maintained as call-arrival points for calls
arriving from either PSTN 13 or Internet 15 adhering to
the separate network-architecture previously described.
[0072] IR 83 performs in an innovative manner in that
it not only controls central switch 27 through interaction
with processor 82, and therefore routing of COST calls,
but also controls processor 29 and the routing of IPNT
calls. IR 83 controls routing of both COST and IPNT calls
whether such calls are incoming or outgoing.
[0073] An agent status-table 86 is a real-time database
containing agent availability information, which is contin-
ually updated as operation of the call center proceeds.
[0074] Table 86 may reside in IR 83 as shown, or may
reside on processor 82 as part of the T-Server software.
Table 86 keeps track of when agents log on or off to the
system, and which agents are busy on calls (either COST
or IPNT). It will be appreciated that any combination of
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rules set by the company hosting center 17 may be in
place such as priority routing, routing based on skill, sta-
tistical routing, and so on, in various combinations known
to the inventors.
[0075] Integrated routing as provided by IR 83 allows
calls of both types (COST/IPNT) to be distributed evenly
among available agents without adding expensive call
conversion equipment, or effecting outbound dialing ca-
pabilities.
[0076] Yet another improvement in this example over
prior art systems is known to the inventor and implement-
ed at some or all agent stations such as stations 31-37.
As briefly described with reference to the background
section, agent stations 31-37 have PC-connected tele-
phones. A PO cable completes this interface via connec-
tion from a telephone receiver/transceiver apparatus
such as on telephone 53 to a sound card installed on an
associated PC such as PC/VDU 45. Individual one’s of
headsets such as headsets a-d are connected either to
each telephone or each PC/VDU and are adapted to al-
low an agent to engage both COST and IPNT calls using
the same headset.
[0077] It will be apparent to one with skill in the art that
the integrated routing system of the present invention
may be utilized in any call center capable of receiving
both COST and IPNT (or other DNT) communication. It
will also be apparent to one with skill in the art that the
present invention may implemented as part of a CTI soft-
ware package, or held separately and integrated with
such a CTI implementation.

SIP-based call control management

[0078] In another aspect of the present invention, the
inventor provides a mechanism for incorporating SIP pro-
tocol as a call management tool within a communication
center. The methods and apparatus of the invention are
described in enabling detail below.
[0079] Fig. 4 is an architectural overview of a commu-
nication network 401 wherein SIP messaging capability
is integrated with routing infrastructure according to an
embodiment of the present invention. Network 401 com-
prises a PSTN 414, a data-packet-network 417, which in
this example is the well-known Internet network, and a
telecommunications center 402.
[0080] PSTN 414 can be another type of COST tele-
phone network as may be known in the art such as a
private telephone network. A local telephony switch
(LSW) 415 is provided within PSTN 414 and adapted as
a switch that is local to communication center 402. Switch
415 may be an ACD type or PBX type telephony switch
as well as other known types. It will be appreciated by
the skilled artisan that there will be many other switches,
service control points, and other telephony equipment
connected within PSTN 414. In this simple example, only
switch 415 is illustrated and deemed sufficient for the
purpose of describing the present invention.
[0081] CTI equipment (not shown) such as a CTI proc-

essor including IVR capability and a Stat-Server may be
assumed to be present within PSTN 414 and connected
to LSW 415 in cases of network-level routing. In such a
case, a separate network would exist from the described
equipment in the PSTN to similar equipment implement-
ed within center 402.
[0082] Internet network 417 comprises an Internet
backbone 416 extending there through and a backbone-
connected Internet server 418 that is adapted, in this
case, as an Internet access point for IPNT callers at-
tempting to reach communication center 402. Server 418
is adapted to serve HTML electronic documents or elec-
tronic documents presented in other mark-up languages,
some of which depend on protocols used by connecting
end devices. WML, HDML, and other well-known proto-
cols are exemplary of several that may be employed at
server 418. Backbone 416 represents all of the lines,
equipment and connection points making up the Internet
network as a whole. Therefore, there are no geographic
limitations to the practice of the present invention.
[0083] Backbone 416 is illustrated, in this example, as
extending toward PSTN 414.
[0084] In some embodiments, calls may travel back
and forth between PSTN 414 and Internet 417 through
a bridge or gateway (not illustrated in this example). In-
ternet server 418 is adapted as a customer access point
to communication center 402 as previously described. A
user represented herein by a PC icon labeled 419 is il-
lustrated in this example as connected to Internet back-
bone 416 by an Internet access path 422. Therefore user
419 has accessibility when connected to Internet server
418 for the purpose of establishing communication with
communication center 402 over backbone 416.
[0085] User 419 may establish Internet access with In-
ternet server 418 using a variety of well-known Internet
access methods. Typically, user 419 would access serv-
er 418 using a dial-up modem technology through an
Internet service provider (ISP) as is most common in the
art. In other embodiments, user 419 may access via a
cable modem connection, a wireless satellite connection,
an integrated service digital network (ISDN), and so on.
Although an ISP is not explicitly illustrated in this exam-
ple, one such may be assumed to be present and oper-
able between user 419 and network 417 as is well known
in the art.
[0086] Actual access would take place through net-
work 414 in the case of dial-up services.
[0087] Communication center 402 represents a state-
of-art center capable of integrating COST events with
DNT events under a common set of routing rules. A cen-
tral telephony switch (SW) 413 is provided within com-
munication center 402 and adapted as a central office
switch for routing COST communication events within
the communication center, and in some cases to remote
agents. SW 413 is connected to LSW 415 within PSTN
414 by at least one telephony trunk 423. Switch 413 may
be an ACD or PBX type switch as well as other known
types as was described further above with reference to
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switch 415. Switch 413 represents an incoming routing
point for all incoming COST events into center 402.
[0088] Communication center 402 has a LAN 403 pro-
vided therein and adapted for TCP/IP and other applica-
ble Internet protocols. LAN 403 is chiefly used in this
example to provided network capability for connected
agents, automated systems, and other equipment that is
further described below.
[0089] In this example, there are two illustrated work-
stations a (404) and N (405) within center 402 that are
connected to LAN 403 for network communication. It will
be appreciated that there will typically be many more than
2 workstations connected to LAN 403 as noted by the A-
N designation, in a communication center. Each work-
station A-N is at least adapted with a PC and a telephone
in this embodiment. In workstation 404 there is illustrated
a PC 406 connected to LAN 403 and a PC- connected
IP phone 407. In workstation 405 there is illustrated a
LAN-connected PC 408 and a connected IP phone 409.
There may be more equipment types provided in and
operational in a workstation that are not illustrated in this
embodiment including facsimile stations and so on. The
inventor deems illustration of two main communication
appliances, namely a PC and a telephone, as sufficient
for the purpose of explaining the present invention.
[0090] It is noted herein that there are no COST wiring
facilities implemented from switch 413 to phones 407 and
409. In this example both phones 409 and 407 are IP-
capable telephones that are connected to their respective
PCs 409 and 407. The connection is through the PC
sound card enabling the IP phones to take calls through
the PC. In this case, all COST communication events at
switch 413 are converted to IPNT events and routed to
LAN-connected PCs.
[0091] A transaction server (T-Server) 412 is provided
within communication center 402 and connected to
switch 413 by a CTI link. T-Server 412 is also illustrated
herein as LAN connected. T-Server 412 embodies and
serves upon request all of the routing functions employed
at center 402. A data server 423 is provided within center
402 and connected to LAN 403. Server 423 serves any
pertinent data regarding client and agent information as
may be required to enhance routing function. A data re-
pository 424 is provided and accessible to server 423.
Repository 424 is adapted to hold any pertinent data that
may be accessed and served by server 423 upon re-
quest.
[0092] Updates to such data may be made periodically
through LAN 403.
[0093] Types of data stored in repository 424 and
served by server 423 may include, but is not limited to,
agent information such as log-in status, availability data,
skill data, language data, identification data, address da-
ta, and so on. Client information contained in repository
424 and servable by server 423 may include client history
data, client identification data, contact information, pay-
ment history data, order status data, and so on. Server
423 functions, in this example, as a centralized informa-

tion source for agents as well as for automated systems
at work in the center. Information contained in repository
424 may be continually updated as events arrive and are
internally routed within center 402.
[0094] A proxy server 410 is provided within center 402
and illustrated as connected to LAN 403. Proxy server
410 is adapted with a modified version of session initia-
tion protocol (SIP) as is illustrated in this example by a
software instance (SW) 411. SW 411 is installed on and
executable on server 410 in accordance with events for
internal routing within the center. Server 410 has an In-
ternet connection to Internet backbone 416 by an Internet
access pipeline 425. Server 410 functions also as an
Internet router (IR) as described further above with ref-
erence to IR 83 of Fig. 3.
[0095] As an IR, server 410 performs all of the internal
routing of events arriving thereto from Internet 417 and
from PSTN 414 through switch 413. To this effect, server
410 is directly connected by a CTI link to switch 413. In
one embodiment, switch 413 is adapted to convert COST
events to IPNT ring events. In another embodiment, serv-
er 410 simply routes events from switch 413 but connec-
tion for such events is physically made on conventional
telephones and internal telephony wiring.
[0096] In still another embodiment, switch 413, if
adapted as an IP conversion switch, may be directly con-
nected to LAN 403. There are many possibilities.
[0097] User 419 has an instance of software compat-
ible with SIP protocol (SW) 420 executable thereon that
is adapted as a simple client application to SW 411 in
server 410. SW 420 may be a browser plug-in in one
embodiment, for example. In another embodiment, SW
420 may be a stand-alone application. Another instance
of software, labeled SW 421, is illustrated on PC (user)
419 and adapted as a form-filler (FF) application. FF 421
may be assumed to be part of SW 420 as one application
in many embodiments, or be connected to it in a direct
or indirect manner. The inventor logically separates FF
421 from SW 420 for illustration of function only. In an-
other embodiment, the functions of SW 420 and FF 421
may be provided in and accessible from server 418 within
Internet 417.
[0098] The purpose of FF 421 is to enable a user, in
this case user 419, to communicate a text reason for a
desired connection event to an agent or system of com-
munication center 402. FF 421 provides functionality that
would otherwise be covered by an interactive voice re-
sponse (IVR) system that may be assumed to be imple-
mented either in PSTN 414 and connected to switch 415,
or within center 402 connected to switch 413.
[0099] User 419 may access server 418 and then be
provided with applicable client software or he or she may
already have the appropriate software installed as a res-
ident program. Filling out an electronic form using FF 421
and submitting the form while connected online with serv-
er 418 causes a telephony event request to be initiated
having an SIP header and the completed form as the
body of the SIP message. The SIP event arrives at server
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410 where SW 411 parses the message for content and
separates the header information and content (form data)
from the SIP message.
[0100] The parsed data is then re-formatted into lan-
guage that is understood by T- server 412 and sent as a
routing request to the server. Record of the event remains
at server 410 until a response is received from T-server
412 concerning routing determination. T-server 412 ex-
ecutes any applicable routing routines using the re- for-
matted SIP data and sends a routing result or recom-
mendation back to server 410.
[0101] In some embodiments T-server 412 consults
with server 423 for any information required for optimizing
a best determination for routing the particular event.
[0102] Server 410 receives a routing determination
from server 412, and then routes the target event to an
available agent or system based on the response. All SIP
functionality built into SW 411 can be leveraged to pro-
vide information that is useful for establishing a success-
ful connection.
[0103] For events arriving at switch 413 wherein there
is no agent-level routing performed at PSTN 414 network
level, IVR interaction can provide the equivalent of FF
421 of PC 419. SW 411 is capable of parsing a textualized
or digitized version of an IVR message and of generating
an SIP message containing the information. As described
above, T-server 412 receives a routing request from serv-
er 410 in the form of a SIP message. Server 412 com-
putes routing results according to included information
and sends the results to server 410. Server 410 then
routes the event to an appropriate agent or system con-
nected to LAN 403.
[0104] If events arriving at switch 413 are to be passed
directly to LAN 403 through a dedicated LAN connection
(not shown), then server 410 simply routes notifications
of pending ringing events. Alternatively, server 410 may
receive the actual events digitized and may directly route
them to appropriate agents or systems over LAN 403.
[0105] Again, all of the functionality of SIP messaging
may be tapped wherein it may be useful as a routing
variable. Such functions include bandwidth reservation,
handshake protocols, media designations, callback in-
formation, presence information and so on.
[0106] The method and apparatus of the present in-
vention allows integration of strict routing conventions
and SIP functionality without requiring significant modi-
fication of or provision of special application program in-
terfaces (APIs) to be distributed to key components of
the system, namely T-server 412, server 423, and per-
haps at switch 413.
[0107] One with skill in the art will recognize that there
may be a variety of routing infrastructures having differing
hardware components and connectivity that can be en-
hanced with SIP-Routing capability according to embod-
iments of the present invention. Likewise, the preferred
method may be employed to directly route and forward
actual events and for routing notification of pending
events wherein subsequent call connection is a COST

connection made between a terminal and a central switch
of the center.
[0108] Fig. 5 shows a simplified flow diagram illustrat-
ing system steps for using SIP in a communication center
according to an embodiment of the present invention. At
step 501, a client of a communication center sends an
SIP request to an SIP proxy analogous to server 410 of
Fig. 4. This step is assumed in the case of the request
originating in the Internet or other data-packet network.
At step 502 the request of step 501 is received and parsed
for content. This process involves separating the content
data from the traditional SIP header data. Also at this
step the proxy server, after parsing the data reformats
the information into a routing request expressed in the
format understood by a transaction server responsible
for executing intelligent routing routines according to ex-
isting routing rules. After reformatting the data, the proxy
at step 502 sends the reformatted request to the T-server
analogous to server 412 of Fig. 4. At step 503 the T-
server receives the routing request of step 502 and be-
gins processing the request.
[0109] In the meantime, at step 504 the proxy server
waits for the result/response from the request sent at step
502. In step 504 the requesting party or originator of the
event remains in queue. At step 503 the T-server uses
additional information provided by form filling to help
granulate a routing determination to more narrowly define
an appropriate routing destination for the event. This may
involve access and consultation with a server/database
analogous to server 423 connected to repository 424 de-
scribed with reference to Fig. 4. At this time, repository
424 may also be updated with new data from information
provided with the original SIP request. At step 506 the
T-server retrieves any required additional information
from a database of information analogous to the repos-
itory/server combination described above. This data may
be passed to an appropriate agent with or ahead of the
routed event.
[0110] At step 507, the T-server responds to the re-
quest of 502, after processing and retrieving any addi-
tional data at step 506, by sending the best possible rout-
ing information or result to the proxy server. The result
may well be a final routing determination or command
necessitating no further determination by the proxy. In
another embodiment, routing information may simply
consist of a data record indicating all of the parameters
of the route computation wherein some further compu-
tation to determine final destination is left for the proxy
server.
[0111] At step 508, the proxy server of step 507 routes
any additional hard data to the intended recipient of the
call in the form of a screen pop-up or other well-known
convention.
[0112] Simultaneously at step 505, the processed
event is routed by the proxy server to the same recipient.
The recipient is most likely a live agent but may also be
an automated robotic system.
[0113] In one embodiment, the live connection is es-
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tablished and the session maintained within the proxy.
In another embodiment only notification of an event is
routed and actual physical connection made by another
IP router (dumb switch) other than the proxy server. In
the event of telephony events arriving through the COST
network (PSTN), the SIP request sent to the proxy is
generated at an enhanced central switch wherein the IVR
interaction, if any, is translated into the form content of
the SIP message. Therefore, the client in 501 in the case
of COST events would be the central switch analogous
to switch 413 described with reference to Fig. 4. The ac-
tive SIP session whether COST initiated or IPNT initiated
is maintained in the proxy server or another designated
server.
[0114] Using SIP data to manage internal routing en-
ables all IP communication forms such as IP telephony,
Chat, multiparty conferencing and so on to be routed and
maintained as traditional telephony call events following
strict intelligent routing regimens. In the case of multiparty
conferencing, many steps otherwise required for confer-
encing in various parties are eliminated. Each selected
party would receive an identical routed event, which
when taken or picked-up automatically initiates the party
into the conference. Similarly, other traditional steps as-
sociated with center telephony such as call holding, call
waiting, call transfer, etc. can be simplified using SIP pa-
rameters. Many individual characteristics of SIP capabil-
ity can be leveraged for media identification, reserving
bandwidth, end user identification, protocol switching to
improve transmission quality, and so on.

Event Transfer Capability

[0115] The inventor provides a communication event
transfer system and method that uses a standard network
protocol for coordinating communication event transfers
from one to another or more communication center sites.
The method and apparatus of the invention is described
below.
[0116] Fig. 6 is an architectural overview of a commu-
nication center 600 utilizing SIP-enhanced routing ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0117] Communication center 600 is analogous in
some respects to communication center 402 described
above with reference to Fig. 4. Center 600 is connected
to a communication network comprising a data network
607, in this example the Internet network, and to a te-
lephony network 608, which is, for exemplary purpose,
a public- switched-telephone-network (PSTN).
[0118] PSTN 608 can be another type of COST tele-
phone network as may be known in the art such as a
private telephone network. Telephony equipment analo-
gous to telephony carriers, switches, service control
points, and the like may be assumed present within PSTN
608 as would be known in the art. Similarly, CTI equip-
ment (not shown) such as a CTI processor including IVR
capability and a Stat-Server may be assumed to be
present within PSTN 608 and appropriately connected

to local telephony apparatus.
[0119] Internet network 607 may be another type of
data-packet network as known in the art such as perhaps
a corporate WAN, Ethernet network, or other similar net-
works.
[0120] Network equipment such as gateways, access
points, data routers, backbone carriers, and like equip-
ment is assumed present as is generally known in the art.
[0121] A user station 614, also termed user 614 is il-
lustrated in this example by an enclosed PC and tele-
phone icon representing methods of communication. Us-
er 614 accesses Internet 607 with aid of a PC or other
Internet-capable device and accesses PSTN 608 in a
COST sense through typical telephone equipment. As is
generally known in the art connection capability from user
614 to Internet 607 is typically accomplished through dial-
up methods using a modem-based service such as an
Internet service provider through PSTN 608. User 614
uses state-of-art technology for communication including
cross network communication through bridging of the two
described networks as is known to be available in the art.
[0122] Communication center 600 represents a center,
as known to the inventor, capable of converting incoming
COST events to DNT events under a common set of rout-
ing rules. In this sense, communication center 600 only
routes IPNT events and is devoid of typical internal te-
lephony wiring. This is not required to practice the present
invention but serves as a convenience to agents and sys-
tems within the center.
[0123] A central telephony switch 604 is provided with-
in communication center 600 and is adapted as a central
switch for accepting COST communication events arriv-
ing through PSTN 608. Switch 604 is a PBX type switch
in this example, but may also be an ACD type switch or
some other known type of telephony switch. Switch 604
connects to PSTN 608 using at least one telephony trunk
represented herein by double arrow. Switch 604 repre-
sents an incoming routing point for all incoming COST
events into center 600, and also handles outgoing
events.
[0124] An Internet router (IR) 609 is illustrated within
center 600 and is adapted to communicate events to and
from Internet 607. IR 609 is connected to Internet 607 by
at least one Internet access line represented herein by
double arrow. IR 609 also accepts communication events
in DNT form that are converted to that form by a CTI-
processor 605 connected to switch 604 by a CTI link 612.
A data link 613 is illustrated and adapted for connecting
IR 609 directly to processor 605. In this example CTI-
processor 605 has an instance of T-server software (TS)
executable thereon. TS software enables all of the rout-
ing protocol used to route communication events within
center 600. In this example, CTI-processor 605 is further
enhanced for converting COST events to DNT events
and DNT events to COST events. Therefore CTI-proc-
essor 605 performs as a network bridge internal to center
600. In terms of total incoming events, IR 609 routs all
events to final destinations within center 600.

19 20 



EP 1 514 374 B1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0125] Communication center 600 has a local area net-
work (LAN) 601 adapted for TCP/IP and other applicable
Internet protocols. LAN 601 is chiefly used in this example
to provided network capability for connected agents, au-
tomated systems, and other equipment that is further de-
scribed below. LAN 601 has direct access to IR 609 by
way of a data line 611.
[0126] In this example, there is a plurality of illustrated
agent stations 610 a-n within center 600 that are con-
nected to LAN 601 for purpose of network communica-
tion. It will be appreciated that there will typically be, in
actual practice, many more than the number of agent
stations illustrated in this example. It may be assumed
that each agent station 610a-n is at least adapted with a
PC connected to LAN 601. In this embodiment an IP-
capable telephone is available as well within each agent
station 610a-n, the phones connected through, for ex-
ample, a sound card interface to each PC.
[0127] A customer information system (CIS) server
606 is provided within center 600 and connected to LAN
601. Server 606 serves any pertinent data regarding cli-
ent and agent information as may be required to enhance
routing function. Server 606 is typically connected to an
internal or external data repository (not shown) adapted
for holding system and client related data. Types of data
accessible to server 606 may include, but are not limited
to, agent information such as log-in status, availability
data, skill data, language data, identification data, ad-
dress data, and so on. Accessible client information may
include client history data, client identification data, con-
tact information, payment history data, order status data,
and so on. Server 606 functions as a centralized infor-
mation source for agents as well as for automated sys-
tems at work within center 600.
[0128] An application server 602 is provided within
center 600 and is adapted to serve appropriate functional
software applications upon request of other systems
and/or agents within center 600. Application server 602
is connected to LAN 601 by LAN connection and to CTI-
processor 605 by way of a data link 603.
[0129] Application server 602 is adapted with a soft-
ware instance of session initiation protocol (SIP) software
(SW) 615.
[0130] SIP software 615 may be a modified version of
SIP as was described above with reference to SW 411
of Fig. 4. In that case appropriate client versions of the
software are distributed appropriately. In a preferred em-
bodiment, SW 615 is a standalone version of SIP used
for internal session initiation and control in conjunction
with TS routing routines and for performing call transfer
routines to external communication sites.
[0131] Processor 605 is connected by a data network
615 to similar CTI equipment maintained within PSTN
608 and connected to one or more PSTN telephony
switches.
[0132] In this way instances of TS can communicate
with other instances of TS operating at network level. For
example, if a call destined for center 600 is processed at

a local telephony switch within PSTN 608, information
about the caller including notification of the pending event
can be passed ahead of the actual event to an agent or
system within center 600. Likewise, TS routing rules may
be extended to network level switches and service points
within PSTN 608, in effect, providing agent level routing
capability into the network.
[0133] In practice, communication events may arrive
within center 600 at telephony switch 604 (COST) and
at IR 609 (DNT). When an incoming event registers at
the last switch within PSTN 608, TS software in processor
605 provides routing commands to the switch hosting the
event before final routing. Processor 605 accesses SIP
control SW 615 upon receiving notification over data net-
work 615 of the presence of the pending event. The
COST event is routed according to prevailing routing
rules to central switch 604 within center 600. Data about
the event arrives at processor 605 over network 615 and
is passed on to the intended destination over link 613,
through IR 609, over LAN 601 to the target one of agent
stations 610a-n.
[0134] The event registered at switch 604 is initiated
and established as a session- controlled event by SIP
protocol from processor 605 over data line 613 through
IR 609, over LAN connection 611 and LAN 601 to the
engaged agent or system. The incoming event at switch
604 is a COST transaction, however, the event is initiated
and controlled from the point of processor 605 to the point
of the engaged agent or system according to SIP proto-
col. In this case, TS/SIP parsing and conversion de-
scribed with reference to Fig. 4 above is not required.
[0135] Incoming events arriving at IR 609 for internal
routing are routed according to TS protocols and are con-
ducted according to standard SIP protocol. Communica-
tion events are tracked within application server 602 in-
cluding generation of statistical data, log history, event
handling disposition, and so on. In another embodiment
another server may be provided to log activity.
[0136] In this example of internal SIP-based routing,
TS routine controls switch 604 in terms of routing protocol
and destination. However event initiation, maintenance,
and event termination from the point of processor 605 to
any of the routing destinations is conducted according to
SIP protocol. For example, assume that internal teleph-
ony wiring exists within center 600 and connects agent
stations 610a-n (telephones) to switch 604. In this case
TS routine would provide routing rules and commands
while SIP protocol would be used to set up and notify one
of a target agent’s PC terminals that an incoming tele-
phone call is being routed to the agent.
[0137] The agent subscribes to TS to receive data
about the caller or event and receives notification of the
call and, perhaps a clickable link to the required data
through SIP messaging and response interaction. In a
preferred embodiment TS, SIP, and other protocols like
IM type protocols can be extended between participating
center sites.
[0138] Fig. 7 is an architectural overview of the com-
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munication center of Fig. 6 connected to an additional
communication center 700 to illustrate SIP-based event
transfer according to an embodiment of the invention.
Incoming communication events arriving at either switch
604 or IR 609 may, in many cases, not be best handled
within center 600 but may be better served by another
cooperating communication center. Center 700, for pur-
pose of discussion, is equipped identically as center 600
although this is not a requirement for successful practice
of the present invention. For example, center 700 has a
telephony switch 704 connected to a CTI processor 705,
which in turn is connected to an IR 709. IR 709 is con-
nected by a LAN connection 711 to a LAN 701, which
supports agent stations 710a-n. A CIS server is not illus-
trated in this example, but may be assumed present in
both centers 600 and 700.
[0139] A major difference in this example is a fact that
both communication centers 600 and 700 share a same
application server 702 running, among other center ap-
plications, an instance of SIP (SW) 713. In this example,
network cloud 716 represents both the Internet and the
PSTN network. One with skill in the art will appreciate
that the physical boundaries between the two networks
are blurred in actual practice.
[0140] Application server 702 may be hosted at the
network level (PSTN or Internet), or may be hosted on a
separate data network such as may be set up between
cooperating instances of TS. In this case, server 702 is
connected to processor 705 within center 700 by a data
link 717, and to processor 605 within center 600 by a
data link 718. In this embodiment, application server 702
may be accessed from a point on either LAN 601 or LAN
701 following the appropriate paths established for each
center. For example, an agent operating one of stations
710a-n may access server 702 through link 711, IR 709,
processor 705, and link 717. An agent operating one of
stations 610a-n may access server 702 through link 611,
IR 609, processor 605 and link 718.
[0141] In addition to a shared application server, proc-
essors 605 (center 600) and 705 (center 700) are directly
connected by a network link 719. Network link 719 may
be adapted to share a proprietary protocol (TS) or it may
be adapted to communicate using a presence protocol
such as instant message protocol. In some cases more
than one protocol is simultaneously supported such as
SIP, IMPP, and TS. Connections from respective center
components to network 716 remain identical to those de-
scribed with reference to Fig. 6 above. In this example,
a goal is to provide SIP control signaling to set up com-
munication event transfers and session management
from one communication center to another center. An
SIP header and accompanying body will not normally be
robust enough to carry all required data for establishing
a CTI call event once it has been transferred. Therefore,
SIP control signaling is used for initiation including event
notification, establishing and terminating the session
while TS is used for routing and hard data transfer.
[0142] In the case of an incoming event arriving at

switch 604 in center 600, it may be determined that the
best suited destination for the call is in fact an agent op-
erating one of stations 710a-n in center 700. Caller ID
can be established for the purpose of coordinating be-
tween TS request/response and SIP request/response.
ANI services can be leveraged as well as many other
identification and matching techniques to ensure that SIP
and TS function for one event are appropriately associ-
ated with the event.
[0143] Processor 605 makes a determination to trans-
fer the event to center 700, in some cases, to a prede-
termined final destination such as a target agent (remote
agent- level-routing). Processor 605 sends notification
of the event and requests routing availability information
from processor 705 concerning an available agent or sys-
tem.
[0144] This is accomplished in preferred embodiments
of the invention using SIP protocol.
[0145] Processor 705 returns routing information to
processor 605 after confirming availability of the request-
ed target destination. IMPP can be used to exchange this
information instead of proprietary TS routine or SIP. At
the same time routing determination is occurring the
pending session is initiated through SIP exchange be-
tween processors 705 and 605 over the network of links
717, 718 and application server 702. Server 702 coordi-
nates and manages the information for the eventual ses-
sion initiation and control during the active session using
Application 713. The method and apparatus of the inven-
tion is not limited to use between two communication
center sites. Many communication center sites may prac-
tice the invention.
[0146] Fig. 8 is an architectural overview of the centers
of Fig. 7 further enhanced for parlay through a commu-
nication server. In this example application server 702
now has a direct data connection to a communication
server 801 maintained at the network level (Internet) or
alternatively on a private network. This server may be,
for example, a Microsoft Real-Time Communication
(RTC) server. Communication server 801 is adapted in
one embodiment to host multiparty sessions wherein
connected parties may be operating a variety of commu-
nication devices and applications. The main function of
communication server 801 is as a master server for ini-
tiating, establishing and tracking event-sessions using
SIP. Communication server 801 accesses application
server 702 for SIP functionality enabled by SIP applica-
tion 713. Also connected to communication server 801
are processors 605 (center 600) and 705 (center 700).
In this embodiment calling parties whether sourced from
the PSTN or from the Internet network may be connected
using SIP wherein server 801 maintains the active ses-
sion control for all of the parties. Parties may terminate
from the session or join the session as long as the session
is established between at least two parties according to
SIP rules.
[0147] For example, assume a communication event
(telephone connection) is routed to center 600, switch
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604. It may be determined that the calling party will be
best assisted by joining an active SIP session maintained
by communication server 801. In this case processor 605
sends an SIP request to server 801 and waits for a re-
sponse.
[0148] When routing is confirmed, SIP initiation to con-
nect commences between the calling party and server
801. The calling party may be routed through a telephony-
to-Internet gateway at network level in order to make con-
nection with server 801. Text-to-voice and voice-to-text
rendering can be practiced in this case so that the calling
party using a COST telephone may still participate.
Voice-to-voice translation can also be provided. DNT-
sourced parties may communicate normally using a PC
or other Internet-capable devices having text and/or
voice input capability and a suitable display apparatus.
Devices may be text-based, or visual-audio based. SIP
negotiates the parameters for connection. It is noted
herein that direct SIP functionality or that of another pres-
ence protocol such as IMPP can be leveraged on all of
the network paths where there is shared bandwidth which
covers all paths from server 801 to network gateways.
[0149] Communication server 801 can handle all SIP
request and response interactions between processors
605 and 705. Also, TS or other proprietary routing re-
quests and commands can be, in some cases, attached
to SIP messaging as enhanced documents and redirect-
ed to intended destinations for implementation. Any hard
data and/or reference links to data sources connected
with an event can be propagated through the network
comprising processors 605,705, and application server
702 over links 718 and 717.
[0150] In the examples of Fig. 6, 7, and 8 SIP is lever-
aged to initiate and establish a session between at least
two parties. Communication events can be transferred
between modular communication sites using SIP request
and response messaging.
[0151] Functions not supported directly by, for exam-
ple, communication server 801 may be passed along with
the SIP header and body as enhanced attachments un-
derstood by the machine or system representing the last
routing point of an event before connection is estab-
lished. Wrapping call control parameters into SIP re-
quests and responses enables systems and machines
to provide the correct routing and system parameters re-
quired for specific media dependent devices although
those devices may not normally be compatible with one
another. Other SIP functions such as bandwidth reser-
vation, quality of service control, data compression tech-
niques, and event handling parameters are preserved
and applicable in a given event session.
[0152] Fig. 9 is a process flow diagram illustrating basic
steps for event transfer, session initiation, session estab-
lishment, and session maintenance according to an em-
bodiment of the invention.
[0153] At step 900 a communication event arrives at a
communication center representing a first site or site 1
of more than one possible site. The event, for purpose

of discussion, is assumed in this example to be a COST
telephone call arriving at a communication center switch
analogous to switch 604 of Fig. 7. At step 901, it is de-
termined through interaction with the caller initiating the
event, or by some other method, that resolution of the
event would be best handled by another cooperating
communication center site, which is site 2 in this example.
This determination may be made as a result of IVR in-
teraction, however other methods are possible.
[0154] At step 902a, the processor responsible for han-
dling the event sends an SIP request to site 2, more par-
ticularly, the CTI processor (TS enhanced) enabling the
communication center switch located within site 2. SIP
generation within the processor of site 1 is enabled by
an SIP control application running on a server accessible
to both the processors of site 1 and cooperating site 2.
The shared server is analogous to application server 702
of Fig. 7. The SIP request has at least a header and a
body. The header contains caller identification informa-
tion and event identification. The SIP body contains pa-
rameters concerning requested call initiation procedures
and permission for transferring the event through, in this
case, the PSTN network to the switch at site 2. Existing
SIP and IMPP protocols are presence reporting capable.
Therefore, presence information tailored to current avail-
ability states of agents or systems within a communica-
tion center can be entirely handled using SIP or IMPP
messaging.
[0155] At step 902b the processor handling the event
at site 1 sends a proprietary TS routing request to confirm
routing protocol for the event and to enable passing of
any additional pertinent data gleaned from the caller to
the event handling processor at site 2. The process of
step 902b occurs simultaneously with the process of step
902a. The routing request can be trimmed of require-
ments for requesting agent availability information be-
cause that can be handled through SIP or other presence
protocols. If additional complex protocols exist for routing
such as skill level identification, statistical routing infor-
mation, historical or predictive routing information, then
a TS request must be sent along with the SIP request.
[0156] Both the SIP request and the TS request are
tagged with matching identification associated with the
event pending transfer so that the event handling proc-
essor of site 2 can match the requests to the same event.
Standard call identification procedures can be applied.
In one embodiment random identification codes are gen-
erated at the time of request generation. Any additional
data about the caller sent in the TS request at step 902b
is also tagged with the appropriate identification.
[0157] It is noted herein that the network over which
the SIP request is sent includes the shared application
server in its path. The applications server coordinates
and tracks the request/response interaction as well as
session states for any session resulting from the event.
By contrast, the TS request and data is sent over a sep-
arate network set up between the two active processors.
This network may be a proprietary private network such
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as a virtual private network (VPN), or any other secure
data network.
[0158] At step 903, the event handling processor at
site 2 receives the requests sent in steps 902a and 902b.
The requests are processed for appropriate responses.
This may include consulting routing rules, and transfer-
ring hard data from TS to agent desktop on the TS side.
Each response is generated in a cooperative manner so
that there are no conflicts. For example, if the SIP re-
sponse fails to permit transfer, the TS response must
also indicate that transfer is not possible. In this way no
conflicting determinations exist saving bandwidth. The
event handling processor within site 2 sends the gener-
ated responses back to the event handling processor of
site 1 giving a green light for the transfer.
[0159] At step 904, the event is successfully trans-
ferred from the central switch of the first site to the central
switch of the second site and in some embodiments
(agent level routing) to the telephone of the final internal
destination at the second site. Some of the elements nor-
mally contained in a typical TS routing request are ob-
fuscated by SIP enhancement as was described above.
For example, event transfer request, and agent presence
availability information can be handles chiefly in the SIP
request/response format described above.
[0160] The process of this example describes an event
transfer of a COST event from one telephony switch to
another telephony switch. Therefore SIP monitoring of
state of session is not directly possible assuming a pure
COST telephony hookup.
[0161] However, in a scenario wherein a gateway is
used to bridge a cost connection to a data connection
such as an IP phone, SIP can directly monitor and control
state of session between the agent device and the gate-
way through which the caller is bridged. Along the net-
work portion of the connected session wherein there is
shared bandwidth, all of SIP functionality comes into play.
[0162] The method and apparatus of the present in-
vention can be practiced internally within a communica-
tion center and externally between communications cent-
ers connected to a common network. The invention may
also be practiced on virtual IPNT communication net-
works utilizing remote agents. All that is required in the
case of a virtual center is a centralized routing point
(proxy server) and the transaction server capabilities and
routines required to provide intelligent routing among re-
motely connected agents.
[0163] The method and apparatus of the present in-
vention should, in light of the many applicable embodi-
ments, be afforded the broadest scope under examina-
tion. The method and apparatus of the present invention
should be limited only by the claims that follow.

Claims

1. A system for providing communication event routing
and transfer capability in a multi-site communication-

center environment (600, 700) comprising:

- a shared application server (702) running a
presence protocol application (713) adhering to
a presence protocol;
- a first computer processor (605) at a first com-
munication-center site (600), the first computer
processor (605) providing a point of transfer on
a network (716); and
- a second computer processor (705) at a sec-
ond communication-center site (700) enabling
a destination of transfer,

characterized in that the first computer processor
(605) at the first communication-center site (600) is
configured to transmit a first routing request to the
second computer processor (705) at the second
communication-enter site (700) in response to an
incoming event at the first communication-center site
(600), wherein the first routing request adheres to a
proprietary protocol, and wherein the first routing re-
quest includes a routing protocol and event data for
the incoming event;
further characterized in that the presence protocol
application (713) is shared by the first and second
communication-center sites (600, 700) cooperating
in the transfer and routing of events, wherein the
presence protocol application (713) performs an
event-handling process, the event handling process
including transmitting a second routing request to
the second computer processor (705) in response
to a command from the first computer processor
(605), wherein the second routing request adheres
to the presence protocol, and wherein the second
routing request is for requesting presence informa-
tion of an agent (610a-n, 710a-n) and for requesting
transfer of the incoming event to the second com-
munication-center site;
further characterized in that the second computer
processor (705) determines presence information of
the agent (610a-n, 710a-n) in the second communi-
cation-center site (700) prior to the transfer of the
incoming event to the second communication-center
site (700), wherein the second computer processor
(705) returns routing information to the first computer
processor (605) in response to confirming availability
of the agent (610a-n, 710a-n); and
further characterized in that the second computer
processor (705) transmits a first response in re-
sponse to the first routing request and a second re-
sponse in response to the second routing request,
wherein the first and second responses are for per-
mitting or failing to permit the transfer of the incoming
event to the second communication-center site
(700).

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the presence protocol
application (713) includes Instant Messaging and
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Presence Protocol.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the presence protocol
application (713) includes Session Initiation Proto-
col, referred to hereinafter as SIP.

4. The system of one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the pres-
ence protocol application (713) includes Session Ad-
vertisement Protocol and Session Description Pro-
tocol.

5. The system of one of claims 1 to 4 wherein the routing
protocol is a transaction-server protocol.

6. The system of one of claims 1 to 5 wherein the point
of transfer is a telephony switch (604).

7. The system of one of claims 1 to 6 wherein the des-
tination of transfer is a telephony switch (704).

8. The system of one of claims 1 to 6 wherein the des-
tination of transfer is an IP-capable device in an
agent workstation (710a-n).

9. The system of one of claims 1 to 8 further comprising
a communication server (801) shared by at least two
communication-center sites (600, 700).

10. The system of claim 9 wherein the communication
server (801) is hosted on one of the Internet, an Eth-
ernet, or on a Virtual Private Network.

11. A method for routing and transferring a telephony
communication event in a multi-site communication-
center environment, comprising:

receiving an incoming event by a first computer
processor (605) providing a controlled telepho-
ny switch (604) at a first communication-center
site (600);
determining that the incoming event requires
transfer to a second computer processor (705)
providing a second identified telephony switch
(704) at a second communication-center site
(700) ;
transmitting, by the first computer processor
(605), a first routing request to the second com-
puter processor (705) in response to the deter-
mining, wherein the first routing request adheres
to a proprietary protocol, and wherein the first
routing request includes a routing protocol and
event data for the incoming event, character-
ized by
a presence protocol application (713) adhering
to a presence protocol and performing an event-
handling process, the event handling process
including transmitting a second routing request
to the second computer processor (705) in re-

sponse to a command from the first computer
processor (605), wherein the second routing re-
quest adheres to the presence protocol, and
wherein the second routing request is for re-
questing presence information of an agent
(610a-n, 710a-n) and for requesting transfer of
the incoming event to the second communica-
tion-center site (700);
determining, by the second computer processor
(705), presence information of the agent (610a-
n, 710a-n) in the second communication-center
site (700) prior to the transfer of the incoming
event to the second communication-center site
(700), wherein the second computer processor
(705) returns routing information to the first com-
puter processor (605) in response to confirming
availability of the agent (610a-n, 710a-n) ;
transmitting by the second computer processor
a first response in response to the first routing
request and a second response in response to
the second routing request, wherein the first and
second responses are for permitting or failing to
permit the transfer of the incoming event to the
second communication-center site (700); and
executing the transfer of the incoming event.

12. The method of claim 11 wherein the incoming event
is a COST telephone call and the controlled teleph-
ony switch (604) is a CTI-enabled telephony switch.

13. The method of claim 11 wherein determination of
transfer requirement is established through IVR in-
teraction with a caller.

14. The method of one of claims 11 to 13 wherein the
presence protocol includes Instant Messaging and
Presence Protocol or a Session Initiated Protocol,
referred to hereinafter as SIP.

15. The method of one of claims 11 to 14 wherein, a
request and response interaction also occurs using
a routing protocol for exchanging information not
handled in the SIP request/response interaction.

16. The method of claim 14 or 15 wherein the SIP mes-
saging between the first and second computer proc-
essors (605, 705) includes event notification of the
incoming event for transfer.

17. The method of one of claims 14 to 16 wherein the
SIP messaging includes a process of reporting avail-
ability of an agent (610a-n, 710a-n) representing the
final destination for the transferred event.

Patentansprüche

1. System zum Bereitstellen von Kommunikations-
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ereignisrouting und Übertragungsfähigkeit in einer
Mehrplatz-Kommunikationszentrums-Umgebung
(600, 700), enthaltend:

- einen gemeinsam genutzten Anwendungsser-
ver (702), auf dem eine Präsenzprotokollanwen-
dung (713) abläuft, die sich an ein Präsenzpro-
tokoll hält;
- einen ersten Computerprozessor (605) an ei-
nem ersten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz
(600), welcher erste Computerprozessor (605)
einen Übertragungspunkt in einem Netz (716)
bereitstellt; und
- einen zweiten Computerprozessor (705) an ei-
nem zweiten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz
(700), der eine Zieladresse der Übertragung be-
reitstellt,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der erste Compu-
terprozessor (605) an dem ersten Kommunikations-
zentrumsplatz (600) dafür konfiguriert ist, anspre-
chend auf ein eingehendes Ereignis an dem ersten
Kommunikationszentrumsplatz (6) eine erste Rou-
tinganfrage an den zweiten Computerprozessor
(705) an dem zweiten Kommunikationszentrums-
platz (700) zu übertragen, wobei die erste Routing-
anfrage sich an ein proprietäres Protokoll hält, und
wobei die erste Routinganfrage ein Routingprotokoll
und Ereignisdaten für das eingehende Ereignis ent-
hält;
ferner dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Prä-
senzprotokollanwendung (713) von dem ersten und
dem zweiten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz (600,
700), die bei der Übertragung und dem Routing von
Ereignissen zusammenwirken, gemeinsam genutzt
wird, wobei die Präsenzprotokollanwendung (713)
einen Ereignis-Handlingprozess durchführt, welcher
Ereignis-Handlingprozess das Übertragen einer
zweiten Routinganfrage an den zweiten Computer-
prozessor (705) ansprechend auf einen Befehl von
dem ersten Computerprozessor (605) umfasst, wo-
bei die zweite Routinganfrage sich an das Präsenz-
protokoll hält und wobei die zweite Routinganfrage
für das Anfordern von Präsenzinformationen eines
Agenten (610a-n, 710a-n) und für das Anfordern der
Übertragung des eingehenden Ereignisses zu dem
zweiten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz dient;
ferner dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der zweite
Computerprozessor (705) Präsenzinformationen
des Agenten (610a-n, 710a-n) an dem zweiten Kom-
munikationszentrumsplatz (700) vor der Übertra-
gung des eingehenden Ereignisses zu dem zweiten
Kommunikationszentrumsplatz (700) ermittelt, wo-
bei der zweite Computerprozessor (705) anspre-
chend auf die Bestätigung der Verfügbarkeit des
Agenten (610a-n, 710a-n) Routinginformationen zu
dem ersten Computerprozessor (605) zurückgibt;
und

ferner dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der zweite
Computerprozessor (705) eine erste Antwort an-
sprechend auf die erste Routinganfrage und eine
zweite Antwort ansprechend auf die zweite Routin-
ganfrage überträgt, wobei die erste und die zweite
Antwort zum Zulassen oder zum Versagen der Zu-
lassung der Übertragung des eingehenden Ereignis-
ses zu dem zweiten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz
(700) dienen.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Präsenzproto-
kollanwendung (713) Instant Messaging und Pres-
ence Protocol einschließt.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Präsenzproto-
kollanwendung (713) Session Initiation Protocol,
nachfolgend als SIP bezeichnet, einschließt.

4. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
die Präsenzprotokollanwendung (713) Session Ad-
vertisment Protocol und Session Description Proto-
col einschließt.

5. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei
das Routingprotokoll ein Transaktions-Server-Pro-
tokoll ist.

6. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, wobei
der Übertragungspunkt eine Telefonieschalteinheit
(604) ist.

7. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei
die Zieladresse der Übertragung eine Telefonie-
schalteinheit (704) ist.

8. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei
die Zieladresse der Übertragung eine IP-fähige Vor-
richtung in einer Agenten-Workstation (710a-n) ist.

9. System nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8, ferner
enthaltend einen Kommunikationsserver (801), der
von mindestens zwei Kommunikationszentrums-
plätzen (600, 700) gemeinsam genutzt wird.

10. System nach Anspruch 9, wobei der Kommunikati-
onsserver (801) im Internet, in einem Ethernet oder
in einem virtuellen privaten Netz gehostet ist.

11. Verfahren zum Routen und Übertragen eines Tele-
foniekommunikationsereignisses in einer Mehr-
platz-Kommunikationszentrums-Umgebung, ent-
haltend:

Empfangen eines eingehenden Ereignisses
durch einen ersten Computerprozessor (605),
der eine gesteuerte Telefonieschalteinheit (604)
an einem ersten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz
(600) bereitstellt;
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Feststellen, dass das eingehende Ereignis eine
Übertragung an einen zweiten Computerpro-
zessor (705) erfordert, der eine zweite identifi-
zierte Telefonieschalteinheit (704) an einem
zweiten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz (700)
bereitstellt;
Übertragen einer ersten Routinganfrage von
dem ersten Computerprozessor (605) an den
zweiten Computerprozessor (705) anspre-
chend auf die Feststellung, wobei die erste Rou-
tinganfrage sich an ein proprietäres Protokoll
hält und wobei die erste Routinganfrage ein
Routingprotokoll und Ereignisdaten für das ein-
gehende Ereignis enthält, gekennzeichnet
durch
eine Präsenzprotokollanwendung (713), die
sich an ein Präsenzprotokoll hält und einen Er-
eignis-Handlingprozess durchführt, welcher Er-
eignis-Handlingprozess das Übertragen einer
zweiten Routinganfrage an den zweiten Com-
puterprozessor (705) ansprechend auf einen
Befehl von dem ersten Computerprozessor
(605) einschließt, wobei sich die zweite Routin-
ganfrage an das Präsenzprotokoll hält und wo-
bei die zweite Routinganfrage dazu dient, Prä-
senzinformationen eines Agenten (610a-n,
710a-n) anzufordern und die Übertragung des
eingehenden Ereignisses zu dem zweiten Kom-
munikationszentrumsplatz (700) anzufordern;
Feststellen von Präsenzinformationen des
Agenten (610a-n, 710a-n) an dem zweiten Kom-
munikationszentrumsplatz (700) durch den
zweiten Computerprozessor (705) vor dem
Übertragen des eingehenden Ereignisses zu
dem zweiten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz
(700), wobei der zweite Computerprozessor
(705) Routing Informationen an den ersten
Computerprozessor (605) ansprechend auf die
Bestätigung der Verfügbarkeit des Agenten
(610a-n, 710a-n) zurückgibt;
Übertragen einer ersten Antwort ansprechend
auf die erste Routinganfrage und einer zweiten
Antwort ansprechend auf die zweite Routingan-
frage durch den zweiten Computerprozessor,
wobei die erste und die zweite Antwort zum Zu-
lassen oder zum Versagen der Zulassung der
Übertragung des eingehenden Ereignisses zu
dem zweiten Kommunikationszentrumsplatz
(700) dienen; und
Ausführen der Übertragung des eingehenden
Ereignisses.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei das eingehende
Ereignis ein COST-Telefonanruf ist und die gesteu-
erte Telefonieschalteinheit (604) eine CTI-fähige Te-
lefonieschalteinheit ist.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei die Feststellung

des Übertragungserfordernisse durch IVR-Interakti-
on mit einem Anrufer bewerkstelligt wird.

14. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 11 bis 13, wo-
bei das Präsenzprotokoll Instant Messaging und
Presence Protocol oder ein Session Initiated Proto-
col, nachfolgend als SIP bezeichnet, einschließt.

15. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 11 bis 14, wo-
bei eine Anfrage- und Antwort-Interaktion auch unter
Verwendung eines Routingprotokolls zum Aus-
tausch von Informationen erfolgt, die nicht in der SIP-
Anfrage/Antwort-Interaktion behandelt werden.

16. Verfahren nach Anspruch 14 oder 15, wobei das
SIP-Messaging zwischen dem ersten und dem zwei-
ten Computerprozessor (605, 705) eine Ereignisbe-
nachrichtigung des eingehenden Ereignisses zur
Übertragung beinhaltet.

17. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 14 bis 16, wo-
bei das SIP-Messaging einem Prozess zum Berich-
ten der Verfügbarkeit eines Agenten (610a-n, 710a-
n) enthält, der die endgültige Zieladresse für das
übertragene Ereignis darstellt.

Revendications

1. Système destiné à permettre le routage de données
de communication et de transférer la compétence
dans l’environnement d’un centre de communication
multi-sites (600, 700), comprenant :

- un serveur d’application commun (702) exécu-
tant une demande de protocole de présence
(713) se conformant à un protocole de
présence,
- un premier processeur de calcul (605) situé
sur un premier site du centre de communication
(600), ce premier processeur de calcul (605)
fournissant un point de transfert sur un réseau
(716), et
- un second processeur de calcul (705) situé sur
un second site du centre de communication
(700) et autorisant la destination du transfert,

caractérisé en ce que

- le premier processeur de calcul (605) situé sur
le premier site du centre de communication
(600) est conformé pour pouvoir transmettre
une première demande de routage au second
processeur de calcul (705) situé sur le second
site de centre de communication (700) en ré-
ponse à la réception des données sur le premier
site du centre de communication (600), la pre-
mière demande de routage se conformant à un
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protocole propriétaire, la première demande de
routage renfermant un protocole de routage et
des informations concernant les données re-
çues,
- la mise en oeuvre du protocole de présence
(713) est partagée par le premier site et par le
second site du centre de communication (600,
700) qui coopèrent pour le transfert et le routage
des données, l’application du protocole de pré-
sence (713) effectuant un procédé de traitement
de données, ce procédé de traitement de don-
nées comprenant la transmission d’une secon-
de demande de routage au second processeur
de calcul (705) en réponse à un ordre provenant
du premier processeur de calcul (605), la secon-
de demande de routage se conformant au pro-
tocole de présence et étant destinée à deman-
der une information de présence d’un agent
(610a-n, 710a-n) et à demander le transfert des
données reçues au second site du centre de
communication,
- le second processeur de calcul (705) établit
l’information de présence de l’agent (610a-n,
710a-n) dans le second site du centre de com-
munication (700) avant le transfert des données
reçues au second site du centre de communi-
cation (700), le second processeur de calcul
(705) renvoyant l’information de routage au pre-
mier processeur de calcul (605) en réponse à la
confirmation de la disponibilité de l’agent (610a-
n, 710a-n), et
- le second processeur de calcul (705) transmet
une première réponse en réponse à la première
demande de routage et une seconde réponse
en réponse à la seconde demande de routage,
la première et la seconde réponses étant desti-
nées à permettre ou à ne pas permettre le trans-
fert des données reçues au second site de cen-
tre de communication (700).

2. Système conforme à la revendication 1, dans lequel
la mise en oeuvre du protocole de présence (713)
comprend la mise en oeuvre du Instant Messaging
and Presence Protocol.

3. Système conforme à la revendication 1, dans lequel
la mise en oeuvre protocole de présence (713) com-
prend la mise en oeuvre du Session Initiation Proto-
col référencé ci-après protocole SIP.

4. Système conforme à l’une des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel la mise en oeuvre du protocole de pré-
sence (713) comprend la mise en oeuvre du Session
Advertisement Protocol et du Session Description
Protocol.

5. Système conforme à l’une des revendications 1 à 4,
dans lequel le protocole de routage est un protocole

transaction-serveur.

6. Système conforme à l’une des revendications 1 à 5,
dans lequel le point de transfert est un commutateur
de téléphonie (604).

7. Système conforme à l’une des revendications 1 à 6,
dans lequel la destination de transfert est un com-
mutateur de téléphonie (704).

8. Système conforme à l’une des revendications 1 à 6,
dans lequel la destination du transfert est un dispo-
sitif compatible avec Internet situé dans un poste de
travail d’agent (710a-n).

9. Système conforme à l’une des revendications 1 à 8,
comprenant en outre un serveur de communication
(801) partagé par au moins deux sites du centre de
communication (600, 700).

10. Système conforme à la revendication 9, dans lequel
le serveur de communication (801) est hébergé par
Internet, un réseau Ethernet ou un réseau privé vir-
tuel.

11. Procédé de routage et de transfert de données de
communication de téléphonie dans l’environnement
d’un centre de communication multi-sites compre-
nant des étapes consistant à :

recevoir des données d’entrée au niveau d’un
premier processeur de calcul (605) comman-
dant un commutateur de téléphonie (604) sur
un premier site de centre de communication
(600),
établir que les données reçues demande le
transfert à un second processeur de calcul (705)
identifiant un second commutateur de télépho-
nie (704) sur un second site du centre de com-
munication (700),
transmettre, par le premier processeur de calcul
(605), une première demande de routage au se-
cond processeur de calcul (705) en réponse à
l’établissement, la première demande de routa-
ge se conformant à un protocole propriétaire et
la première demande de routage comprenant
un protocole de routage et des informations con-
cernant les données reçues, caractérisé par
l’application d’un protocole de présence (713)
se conformant à un protocole de présence et
mettant en oeuvre un procédé de traitement des
données, ce procédé de traitement des données
comprenant la transmission d’une seconde de-
mande de routage au second processeur de cal-
cul (705) en réponse à un ordre du premier pro-
cesseur de calcul (605), la seconde demande
de routage se conformant au protocole de pré-
sence et la seconde demande de routage étant
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destinée à demander une information de pré-
sence d’un agent (610a-n, 710a-1) et à deman-
der le transfert des données reçues au second
site du centre de communication (700),
l’établissement par le second processeur de cal-
cul (705) de l’information de présence de l’agent
(610a-n, 710a-n) dans le second site du centre
de communication (700) avant le transfert des
données reçues au second site du centre de
communication (700), le second processeur de
calcul (705) renvoyant l’information de routage
au premier processeur de calcul (605) en répon-
se à la confirmation de la disponibilité de l’agent
(610a-n, 710a-n) ,
la transmission par le second processeur de cal-
cul, d’une première réponse en réponse à la pre-
mière demande de routage et d’une seconde
réponse en réponse à la seconde demande de
routage, la première réponse et la seconde ré-
ponse étant destinées à permettre ou à ne pas
permettre le transfert des données reçues au
second site du centre de communication (700),
et
la mise en oeuvre du transfert des données re-
çues.

12. Procédé conforme à la revendication 11, selon le-
quel les données reçues sont un appel téléphonique
COST et le commutateur de téléphonie commandé
(604) est un commutateur de téléphonie validé CTI.

13. Procédé conforme à la revendication 11, selon le-
quel l’établissement de la demande de transfert est
effectuée par interaction IVR avec un appelant.

14. Procédé conforme à l’une des revendications 11 à
13, selon lequel le protocole de présence comprend
l’Instant Messaging and Presence Protocol ou un
Session Initiated Protocol référencé ci-après proto-
cole SIP.

15. Procédé conforme à l’une des revendications 11 à
14, selon lequel une interaction de demande et de
réponse est également effectuée en utilisant un pro-
tocole de routage pour échanger des informations
non traitées dans l’interaction de demande / réponse
SIP.

16. Procédé conforme à la revendication 14 ou 15, selon
lequel la transmission de messages SIP entre le pre-
mier processeur de calcul et le second processeur
de calcul (605, 705) comprend la notification des
données reçues pour permettre leur transfert.

17. Procédé conforme à l’une des revendications 14 à
16, selon lequel la transmission de messages SIP
comprend un procédé consistant à signaler la dis-
ponibilité d’un agent (610a-n, 710a-n) représentant

la destination finale de données transférées.
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