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(54) METHOD OF REDUCING LOADS ACTING ON A WIND TURBINE YAW SYSTEM

(57) Method of reducing loads acting on a wind tur-
bine yaw system in a wind turbine comprising a nacelle
(2), a rotor which comprises at least one rotor blade (3)
with a pitch control system and further comprising a yaw
system that comprises the steps of detecting a yaw mis-
alignment (a), enabling a yaw maneuver and performing
a pitch control in order to reduce a yaw moment (Mz)

acting on the wind turbine once the yaw misalignment
(α) is detected and prior to enabling the yaw maneuver.
Thus, when a yaw movement to reduce the yaw misalign-
ment is commanded, the yaw moment (Mz) due to aer-
odynamic forces has been reduced by means of the pitch
control and undesired yaw movements are prevented.
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Description

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention is framed in the technical
field of wind turbines. Specifically it is described a method
of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine yaw system.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Wind turbines of the state of the art comprise a
tower, a nacelle mounted on top of the tower and a rotor
which is rotatably attached to the nacelle. In order to max-
imize energy capture from the wind, wind turbines have
to orient the nacelle in the wind direction so that the rotor
faces the wind.
[0003] Wind turbines of the state of the art also include
a pitch system which makes the blades rotate about their
longitudinal axis, varying the aerodynamic forces acting
on the blades, either to obtain the maximum possible
power of the wind in certain meteorological conditions,
or to limit the mechanical loads produced on the wind
turbine. The pitch system is controlled by a pitch control
system.
[0004] The yaw misalignment is the angle between the
wind direction and the longitudinal direction of the na-
celle. Yaw misalignment is usually measured by a wind
vane or an ultrasonic anemometer mounted on top of the
nacelle. In the wind turbines of the state of the art, the
yaw system is in charge of aligning the nacelle in the
wind direction to maximize the energy capture.
[0005] The yaw system comprises two sub-systems:

- Drive sub-system: This sub-system comprises a plu-
rality of drives installed in the nacelle that engage
with a ring gear fixed to the tower. This sub-system
is responsible for rotating the nacelle around a sub-
stantially vertical axis to orient the nacelle in the wind
direction.

- Retention sub-system: This sub-system normally
comprises a brake disc attached to the top of the
tower and a set of brake calipers installed in the na-
celle and acting on the brake disc to fix the nacelle
when no alignment operations are being performed.

[0006] In wind turbines of the state of the art, the na-
celle is fixed by means of the retention sub-system while
the yaw misalignment is within an allowable interval, that
is, when the yaw misalignment is below a first yaw mis-
alignment threshold. Once the yaw misalignment is over
this threshold, a yaw maneuver is performed in order to
align the nacelle to the wind direction. This yaw maneuver
comprises the following steps:

- disengaging the brakes of a yaw retention sub-sys-
tem,

- starting the drive units of a yaw drive sub-system,
- stopping the drive units once the nacelle is aligned

to the wind direction,
- applying the brakes.

[0007] The yaw system is dimensioned to be able to
drive the nacelle to and retain the nacelle in an oriented
position in whatever working condition that the wind tur-
bine is expected to have. However, under extreme envi-
ronmental conditions or wind turbine conditions, the yaw
moment acting on the wind turbine can reach such levels
that the yaw system may have difficulties in retaining the
nacelle in its position and/or driving it to the adequate
position.
[0008] The yaw moment is a moment in the direction
of the axis of the wind turbine tower and is usually induced
by aerodynamic forces acting on the blades of the wind
turbine.
[0009] This effect is nowadays becoming of higher im-
portance as the size of the rotors is increasing in order
to get more energy from the wind. Due to the bigger size
of the rotors, wind turbines are more sensitive to envi-
ronmental conditions and therefore, the loads that the
yaw system has to bear are bigger.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0010] A method of reducing loads acting on a wind
turbine yaw system is described. The wind turbine com-
prises a nacelle, a yaw system and a rotor which in turn
comprises at least one rotor blade with a pitch control
system.
[0011] In the proposed method, once a yaw misalign-
ment is detected (the yaw misalignment is not within an
allowable interval, that is, the yaw misalignment is over
a first yaw misalignment threshold) and, prior to starting
a yaw maneuver, a blade pitch control is performed in
order to reduce a yaw moment acting on the wind turbine
which is the moment acting on the yaw system.
[0012] The technical effect is that, when the yaw con-
troller commands a yaw movement to reduce the yaw
misalignment, the yaw moment due to aerodynamic forc-
es has been reduced by means of the pitch control. Thus,
undesired yaw movements are prevented when the
brakes are disengaged.
[0013] In an embodiment of the invention, the blade
pitch control performed in order to reduce a yaw moment
acting on the wind turbine is active until the yaw maneu-
ver has finished.
[0014] In an embodiment of the invention, the pitch
control is a collective pitch actuation that sets the same
pitch angle for all the blades of the rotor according to a
collective pitch angle set point. The new set point of the
pitch angle can be calculated as the actual set point plus
an increment value.
[0015] In one embodiment, the increment value of the
pitch angle can take a predetermined value or a value
dependent on several factors such as:

- Wind speed
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- Electrical power generated by the wind turbine
- Turbulence intensity
- Yaw misalignment
- Wind direction

[0016] As a result of the pitch control, a pitch angle set
point higher than the actual set point is set that will usually
result in a loss of energy production. Therefore, it is an
important goal of the proposed method to consider not
only the yaw moment reduction but also the loss of energy
production. Therefore, based on a measured or estimat-
ed yaw moment, the pitch angle set point can be deter-
mined in order to reduce the initial yaw moment to a point
that can be handled by the drive sub-system and at the
same time, minimize the loss of energy production.
[0017] The moment acting on the yaw system before
the yaw maneuver starts, can be measured by different
means, among o:

- Load sensors in the blade roots
- Load sensors in the main shaft
- Load sensors in the yaw axis

[0018] If yaw moment measuring means are not avail-
able, yaw moment can be estimated from environmental
or operational measurements and/or historic values,
such as:

- Wind speed
- Wind direction
- Electrical power generated by the wind turbine
- Pitch angle of the blades
- Inflow angle
- Orography
- Yaw misalignment
- Yaw movements

[0019] During the resource assessment analysis of the
wind farm and based on historic data, the inflow angle is
characterized at each wind turbine position and at each
wind direction. If no inflow data is available, it can be
estimated based on the orography of the wind farm.
[0020] The inflow angle, among other conditions like
wind speed and yaw misalignment, influences the yaw
moment acting on the wind turbine. Therefore, yaw mo-
ment can be estimated from mean historic inflow angle
values and wind speed and yaw misalignment measure-
ments at a given instant prior to a yaw maneuver. Based
on this yaw moment estimation, the pitch control system
establishes the pitch set point for reducing the estimated
yaw moment to a point that can be handled by the drive
sub-system.
[0021] If the yaw moment acting on the wind turbine is
such that the retention sub-system cannot retain the na-
celle in place leading to undesired yaw movements, the
amount and direction of the yaw movements is used to
estimate the direction and magnitude of the yaw moment
acting on the wind turbine.

[0022] In an embodiment, the braking applied to the
brakes of the retention subsystem is gradually reduced
until the start of a yaw movement is detected at a certain
remaining braking level of the brakes. Then, when the
start of a yaw movement is detected, the remaining brak-
ing level of the brakes and the direction of the yaw move-
ment are used to estimate the direction and magnitude
of the yaw moment acting on the wind turbine. Addition-
ally, the amount of the yaw movement can also be used
in combination with the remaining braking level of the
brakes and the direction of the yaw movement to estimate
the direction and magnitude of the yaw moment acting
on the wind turbine. The start of a yaw movement is de-
tected for example, by means of nacelle vibrations meas-
urements being above a threshold or small yaw move-
ments.
[0023] In an embodiment of the invention, the pitch
control system calculates the pitch angle set point based
on the measured or estimated yaw moment.
[0024] The effect of the pitch angle on the yaw moment
depends among other characteristics, on the wind speed
and yaw misalignment. To account for that, in another
embodiment of the invention, the pitch control system
calculates the pitch angle set point based on the meas-
ured or estimated yaw moment and wind speed and yaw
misalignment measurements.
[0025] By applying the pitch control prior to enabling a
yaw maneuver, the loads in the yaw system are reduced
so that undesired movements of the nacelle after releas-
ing the brakes are avoided and the yaw drive sub-system
is able to turn the nacelle at the desired speed.
[0026] While the collective pitch control only allows re-
ducing the acting yaw moment, the individual pitch con-
trol allows generating the desired counteracting yaw mo-
ment.
[0027] The individual pitch angle set points can be con-
stant values at each azimuthal position of the blades, or
can be dependent on the measured or estimated yaw
moments and other measurements as explained before
for the case of the collective pitch actuation.
[0028] In another embodiment of the invention, the
pitch angle set points of each blade are calculated based
on the determined (measured or estimated) yaw mo-
ment. In this way the pitch control system can generate
a moment that counteracts the moment acting on the yaw
system. That is to say, the aerodynamic forces acting on
the rotor generates a counter moment that compensates,
at least in part, the initial yaw moment acting on the wind
turbine prior to applying the pitch control.
[0029] The yaw moment estimation can have a signif-
icant error as it is calculated, among others, from historic
values that consist usually of mean values for a certain
situation. If the real yaw moment acting on the wind tur-
bine is different from the estimated value, the yaw driving
sub-system will not be able to turn the nacelle at the yaw
speed set point.
[0030] In another embodiment of the invention, once
the yaw movement has been enabled, the yaw moment
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estimation is recalculated using, among other factors,
the difference between the yaw speed set point and the
actual yaw speed. The actual yaw speed is detected, for
example, with a sensor. The pitch angle set point is then
recalculated based on the new yaw moment estimation.
[0031] In another embodiment, the pitch control is per-
formed based on an error calculated between a yaw
speed set point and an actual yaw speed once the yaw
maneuver has been enabled. Preferably, the pitch control
is an individual pitch control that sets different pitch angle
set points to each blade according to its azimuthal posi-
tion.
[0032] Alternatively, if the yaw drives are working at a
constant speed, the yaw moment is estimated based on
the power consumption needed to keep the yaw speed.
[0033] Additionally, the retention sub-system can be
used to regulate the yaw speed. In this case, once the
yaw maneuver has been enabled, and if the actual yaw
speed is above the yaw speed set point (or in the case
of the yaw drives working at a constant speed, no energy
is needed to keep the yaw speed), the method comprises
a step of adjusting the pressure of a brake hydraulic sys-
tem according to the yaw speed.
[0034] In another embodiment of the invention, when
the yaw misalignment has little or no impact on the energy
production of the wind turbine, the method sets a second
yaw misalignment threshold, bigger than the first yaw
misalignment threshold. By doing so, the number of yaw
maneuvers is reduced and therefore, the risk of unde-
sired yaw movements is reduced.
[0035] The situations where the yaw misalignment has
little or no impact on the energy production of the wind
turbine take place at low wind speeds, where there is
little available wind power, and at high wind speeds, when
the wind turbine is operating at rated power, and therefore
there is more available wind power than the power that
the wind turbine can generate.
[0036] Additionally, when the yaw moment measure-
ment or estimation is over a determined level, the method
can set the second yaw misalignment threshold, bigger
than the first yaw misalignment threshold in order to min-
imize the risk of undesired yaw movements, even though
it can imply a significant loss of energy production.
[0037] In another embodiment of the invention, the
method can further comprise the following steps:

- comparing a wind speed value with a wind speed
threshold value and,

- performing the pitch control in order to reduce the
yaw moment acting on the wind turbine when the
wind speed value is over the wind speed threshold
value.

[0038] Therefore, just when the wind speed value ex-
ceeds the wind speed threshold (that indicates a wind
speed level above which the wind speed conditions may
be harmful for the yaw system), the pitch control will be
performed and thus avoid additional energy losses in oth-

er wind speed conditions.
[0039] In an embodiment of the invention the method
of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine yaw system
further comprises the following steps:

- comparing a signal indicative of turbulence with a
turbulence threshold value; and

- performing the pitch control in order to reduce the
yaw moment acting on the wind turbine when signal
indicative of turbulence is over the turbulence thresh-
old value.

[0040] Therefore, just when the turbulence values ex-
ceed the turbulence threshold (that indicates a turbu-
lence level above which the wind speed conditions may
be harmful for the yaw system), the pitch control will be
performed and thus avoid additional energy losses in oth-
er turbulence conditions.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0041] To complement the description being made and
in order to aid towards a better understanding of the char-
acteristics of the invention, in accordance with a preferred
example of practical embodiment thereof, a set of draw-
ings is attached as an integral part of said description
wherein, with illustrative and non-limiting character, the
following has been represented:

Figure 1.- Shows part of the yaw drive sub-system.

Figure 2.- Shows part of the yaw retention sub-sys-
tem.

Figure 3.- Shows an example of pitch angle set points
depending on the azimuthal position (θ).

Figure 4.- Indicates the azimuthal position (θ) of the
blades.

Figure 5.- Shows the power curve of a wind turbine
and the zones in which a bigger yaw misalignment
(α) can be tolerated, which are over the nominal
speed and near the cut-in speed.

Figure 6.- Illustrates different average inflow values
at different wind direction sectors calculated during
the assessment phase of the site.

Figure 7.- Shows a block diagram of an embodiment
of the method of the invention.

Figure 8.- Shows the yaw misalignment (α). The wind
direction (WD) and longitudinal direction of the na-
celle (ND) are represented.

Figure 9.- Shows the range of yaw misalignments
(α) which is allowed in usual conditions. It is also
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represented a broader range of yaw misalignment
which is tolerated under certain conditions, corre-
sponding to the first yaw misalignment threshold (α1)
and second yaw misalignment threshold (α2).

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

[0042] The present invention describes a method of
reducing loads acting on a wind turbine yaw system. The
wind turbine comprising a nacelle (2) mounted on top of
a tower (1), and a rotor, rotatably attached to the nacelle
(2). The rotor further comprises three rotor blades (3).
The wind turbine comprises also a wind vane (8) or an
ultrasonic anemometer mounted on top of the nacelle (2)
to measure a yaw misalignment (α) (angle between the
wind direction (WD) and the longitudinal direction of the
nacelle (ND), shown in figure 8).
[0043] The wind turbine also comprises:

- a pitch system which make the blades (3) rotate
about their longitudinal axis. varying the aerodynam-
ic forces acting on the blades (3), either to obtain the
maximum possible power from the wind, or to limit
the mechanical loads produced on the wind turbine.

- a yaw system which is in charge of aligning the na-
celle (2) in the wind direction (WD) to maximize the
energy capture,:

- a drive sub-system (partially shown in figure 1)
responsible for rotating the nacelle (2) around a
substantially vertical axis to align the nacelle (2)
in the wind direction (WD);

- a retention sub-system (partially shown in figure
2) which fixes the nacelle (2) when no alignment
operations are being performed.

[0044] Along the description it is used the expression
"to align the nacelle (2) in the wind direction (WD)" which
refers to aligning the nacelle direction (ND) to the wind
direction (WD).
[0045] Part of the yaw drive sub-system has been rep-
resented in figure 1. The figure includes a section view
were the tower (1) and the nacelle (2) of the wind turbine
can be appreciated. Furthermore, in the figure is shown
a yaw bearing (4), which is also part of the wind turbine.
The yaw drive sub-system further comprises at least a
yaw drive (5).
[0046] Part of the yaw retention sub-system has been
represented in figure 2. The figure includes a section of
the tower (1), the nacelle (2) and the yaw bearing (4). In
the figure, it is shown a brake disc (6) and a brake caliper
(7).
[0047] The proposed method comprises at least the
following steps:

- detecting a yaw misalignment (α);
- performing a pitch control;
- enabling a yaw maneuver.

[0048] The step of performing a pitch control is done
in order to reduce a yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind
turbine once the yaw misalignment (α) is detected and
prior to enabling the yaw maneuver.
[0049] The yaw maneuver comprises the steps of:

- disengage the brake calipers (7) of a yaw retention
sub-system,

- starting the drive units (5) of a yaw drive sub-system,
- stopping the drive units (5) once the nacelle (2) is

aligned to the wind direction (WD),
- applying the brakes calipers (7).

[0050] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
blade pitch control performed in order to reduce a yaw
moment acting on the wind turbine is active until the yaw
maneuver has finished.
[0051] In an embodiment of the invention, the pitch
control is performed prior to starting the drive units (5) of
the yaw drive sub-system.
[0052] In an embodiment of the invention, the pitch
control is performed after at least partially releasing the
brakes (7) of the yaw retention sub-system, preferably
at least partially disengaging the brake calipers (7) of the
yaw retention sub-system.
[0053] In an embodiment of the invention, the pitch
control is a collective pitch actuation that sets a new pitch
angle set point that is the same pitch angle set point for
all the rotor blades (3). In this case a new set point of the
pitch angle can be calculated as the actual set point plus
an increment value. The increment value of the pitch an-
gle set point can be a predetermined value. Alternatively,
the increment value of the pitch angle set point depends
on at least one of the following:

- Wind speed
- Electrical power generated by the wind turbine (P)
- Turbulence intensity
- Yaw misalignment (α)
- Wind direction (WD)

[0054] Preferably, the pitch control is an individual pitch
control that sets different pitch angle set points (β1, β2,
β3) to each blade (3) according to its azimuthal position
(θ1, θ2, θ3. The pitch angle set points (β1, β2, β3) of each
blade (3) can be predetermined values according to its
azimuthal position (θ1, θ2, θ3), as represented in figure
3. Also, in figure 4 can be appreciated the azimuthal po-
sitions (θ1, θ2, θ3) of the blades (3). Preferably, the pitch
angle set points (β1, β2, β3) of each blade (3) are values
according to its azimuthal position (θ1, θ2, θ3) that depend
on at least one of the following:

- Wind speed
- Electrical power generated by the wind turbine (P)
- Turbulence intensity
- Yaw misalignment (α)
- Wind direction (WD)
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[0055] In the preferred embodiment of the invention,
the method further comprises a step of determining a
yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine.
[0056] The yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind tur-
bine can be measured by load sensors. Alternatively, the
yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine can be es-
timated from at least one of:

- Wind speed
- Wind direction (WD)
- Electrical power generated by the wind turbine (P)
- Pitch angle of the blades
- Inflow angle
- Orography
- Yaw misalignment (α)
- Yaw movements

[0057] Regarding the inflow angle, figure 6 shows dif-
ferent average inflow values at different wind direction
sectors calculated during the assessment phase of the
site. If no inflow measurements at the wind turbine site
are available, these average inflow values are used for
the yaw moment (Mz) estimation.
[0058] In the preferred embodiment, the pitch control
is an individual pitch control that sets different pitch angle
set points to each blade (3) according to its azimuthal
position (θ1, θ2, θ3). The pitch angle set points of each
blade (3) are calculated based on the determined (meas-
ured or estimated) yaw moment (MZ), so that the aero-
dynamic forces acting on the rotor generates a counter
moment that compensates, at least partially, the initial
yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine prior to ap-
plying the pitch control.
[0059] In addition, once the yaw maneuver has been
enabled, the pitch angle set points (β1, β2, β3) of each
blade (3) are recalculated using, among other factors,
the difference between a yaw speed set point (ϕref) and
an actual yaw speed (ϕ). The actual yaw speed (ϕ) is
detected, for example, with a sensor.
[0060] The first step of the method, which is detecting
a yaw misalignment (α), further comprises the following
sub-steps:

- determine the yaw misalignment (α) by means of the
nacelle wind vane (8) or ultrasonic anemometer;

- comparing a yaw misalignment (α) with a first yaw
misalignment threshold (α1).

[0061] A yaw misalignment (α) is detected when the
angle between the wind direction (WD) and the nacelle
direction (ND) is not within an allowable interval, that is,
the yaw misalignment (α) is over the first yaw misalign-
ment threshold (α1).
[0062] When a yaw misalignment (α) is detected which
is over the first yaw misalignment threshold (α1), the
method further comprises the step of comparing the de-
termined (measured or estimated) yaw moment (MZ) with
a yaw moment threshold.

[0063] As shown in figure 7, when the yaw control sys-
tem detects a yaw misalignment (α) above a first yaw
misalignment threshold (α1) and prior to enabling a yaw
maneuver, sends a signal to the pitch control system.
The pitch control system receives measurements of the
electrical power being generated by the wind turbine (P)
and the yaw moment (Mz) acting on the wind turbine (for
example from load sensors located on the main shat).
Based on the these measurements, the pitch control sys-
tem set pitch angle set points (β1, β2, β3) for each blade
(3) according the rotor azimuthal position (θ). Once the
yaw moment (Mz) has been reduced to a certain level,
the yaw control system enables the yaw maneuver send-
ing the hydraulic brake pressure set point to the yaw re-
tention subsystem and the yaw speed set point to the
yaw drive subsystem.
[0064] As explained before, the yaw moment (MZ) is
mainly due to aerodynamic forces acting on the wind tur-
bine. If the estimated yaw moment (MZ) is below a yaw
moment threshold, the yaw system of the wind turbine
can align the nacelle (2) (i.e. enable the yaw maneuver)
without performing the pitch control. If the determined
yaw moment (MZ) is over the yaw moment threshold, the
method of the invention performs a pitch control in order
to reduce the yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine
once the yaw misalignment (α) is detected and prior to
enabling the yaw maneuver.
[0065] Once the yaw maneuver is finished, the method
of the invention further comprises the step of disabling
the pitch control that reduces the moment acting on the
wind turbine.
[0066] In the preferred embodiment of the invention,
once the yaw maneuver has been enabled, the yaw mo-
ment (MZ) estimation is recalculated using, among other
factors, the difference between the yaw speed set point
(ϕref) and the actual yaw speed (ϕ). The actual yaw speed
(ϕ) is detected, for example, with a sensor.
[0067] Alternatively, once the yaw maneuver has been
enabled, if the yaw drives are working at a constant
speed, the yaw moment (MZ) is estimated based on the
power consumption needed to keep the yaw speed (ϕ).
The pitch angle set point is then recalculated based on
the new yaw moment (MZ) estimation.
[0068] Additionally, the retention sub-system can be
used to regulate the yaw speed (ϕ) once the yaw maneu-
ver has started. In this case, if the actual yaw speed (ϕ)
is above the yaw speed set point (ϕref) (or in the case of
the yaw drives working at a constant speed, no energy
is needed to keep the yaw speed (ϕ)), the method com-
prises a step of adjusting the pressure of a brake hydrau-
lic system (comprising the brake disc (6) and the brake
caliper (7)) according to the yaw speed (ϕ).
[0069] In another embodiment of the invention, when
the yaw misalignment (α) has little or no impact on the
energy production of the wind turbine, the method sets
a second yaw misalignment threshold (α2), bigger than
the first yaw misalignment threshold (α1). By doing so,
the number of yaw maneuvers is reduced and therefore,
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the risk of undesired yaw movements is reduced. In figure
9 the first yaw misalignment threshold (α1) and the sec-
ond yaw misalignment threshold (α2) have been repre-
sented.
[0070] The situations where the yaw misalignment (α)
has little or no impact on the energy production of the
wind turbine take place at low wind speeds, where there
is little available wind power, and at high wind speeds,
when the wind turbine is operating at rated power, and
therefore there is more available wind power than the
power that the wind turbine can generate. In figure 5 a
power curve with the zones in which higher yaw misalign-
ments can be tolerated is shown.
[0071] Additionally, when the yaw moment (MZ) meas-
urement or estimation is over a determined level, the
method can set the second yaw misalignment threshold
(α2), bigger than the first yaw misalignment threshold (α1)
in order to minimize the risk of undesired yaw move-
ments, even though it can imply a significant loss of gen-
erated energy.
[0072] In an embodiment of the invention, the method
of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine yaw system
further comprises the following steps:

- comparing a wind speed value with a wind speed
threshold value and,

- performing the pitch control in order to reduce the
yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine when
the wind speed value is over the wind speed thresh-
old value.

[0073] In an embodiment of the invention the method
of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine yaw system
further comprises the following steps:

- comparing a signal indicative of turbulence with a
turbulence threshold value; and

- performing the pitch control in order to reduce the
yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine when
signal indicative of turbulence is over the turbulence
threshold value.

Claims

1. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system, the wind turbine comprising a nacelle
(2), a rotor which comprises at least one rotor blade
(3) with a pitch control system and further comprising
a yaw system, characterized in that it comprises
the steps of:

- detecting a yaw misalignment (α);
- enabling a yaw maneuver;
- performing a pitch control in order to reduce a
yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine
once the yaw misalignment (α) is detected and
prior to enabling the yaw maneuver.

2. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that the pitch control is a collective pitch actuation
that sets a new pitch angle set point that is the same
for all the rotor blades (3).

3. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 2 characterized in
that the new set point of the pitch angle is calculated
as the actual set point plus an increment value.

4. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 3 characterized in
that the increment value of the new set point of the
pitch angle is a predetermined value.

5. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 2 characterized in
that the new set point of the pitch angle depends on
at least one of the following:

- Wind speed
- Electrical power generated by the wind turbine
(P)
- Turbulence intensity
- Yaw misalignment (α)
- Wind direction (WD)

6. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that the pitch control is an individual pitch control
that sets different pitch angle set points (β1, β2, β3),
to each blade (3) according to its azimuthal position
(θ1, θ2, θ3).

7. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 6 characterized in
that the pitch angle set points (β1, β2, β3) of each
blade (3) are predetermined values according to its
azimuthal position (θ1, θ2, θ3).

8. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 6 characterized in
that the pitch angle set points (β1, β2, β3) of each
blade (3) are values according to its azimuthal posi-
tion (θ1, θ2, θ3) that depend on at least one of the
following:

- Wind speed
- Electrical power generated by the wind turbine
(P)
- Turbulence intensity
- Yaw misalignment (α)
- Wind direction (WD)

9. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that the yaw maneuver is enabled when the yaw
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misalignment (α) is over a first yaw misalignment
threshold (α1).

10. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that it further comprises a step of determining a yaw
moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine.

11. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 10 characterized in
that the pitch control system calculates at least a
pitch angle set point based on the determined yaw
moment (MZ).

12. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 10 characterized in
that the yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine
is measured by load sensors.

13. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 10 characterized in
that the yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine
is estimated from at least one of:

- Wind speed
- Wind direction (WD)
- Electrical power generated by the wind turbine
(P)
- Pitch angle of the blades
- Inflow angle
- Orography
- Yaw misalignment (α)
- Yaw movements

14. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 13 characterized in
that it additionally comprises the step of:

- gradually releasing brakes (7) of a yaw reten-
tion sub-system until the start of a yaw move-
ment is detected.

15. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 14 characterized in
that the yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine
is estimated from a remaining braking level of the
brakes (7) and a direction of the yaw movements.

16. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 10 characterized in
that the step of performing a pitch control in order
to reduce a yaw moment (MZ) prior to enabling the
yaw maneuver is performed when the determined
yaw moment (MZ) is over a yaw moment threshold.

17. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 6 characterized in
that the pitch angle set points (β1, β2, β3) are deter-

mined in order to generate a counter moment that
compensates, at least in part, the yaw moment (MZ)
acting on the wind turbine.

18. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 10 characterized in
that the yaw moment (MZ) is determined based on
an error calculated between a predetermined yaw
speed (ϕ) and an actual yaw speed (ϕ) once the yaw
maneuver has been enabled.

19. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 10 characterized in
that the yaw moment (MZ) is determined based on
the power consumption required to keep the yaw ro-
tation speed once the yaw maneuver has been en-
abled.

20. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that it additionally comprises a step of adjusting the
pressure of a hydraulic brake system according to
the yaw rotational speed once the yaw maneuver
has been enabled.

21. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that the yaw maneuver comprises the steps of:

- releasing brakes (7) of a yaw retention sub-
system,
- starting drive units (5) of a yaw drive sub-sys-
tem,
- stopping the drive units (5) once the nacelle
(2) is aligned to a wind direction (WD),
- applying the brakes (7).

22. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 21 characterized in
that the pitch control is performed prior to starting
the drive units (5) of the yaw drive sub-system.

23. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 22 characterized in
that the pitch control is performed after at least par-
tially releasing brakes (7) of the yaw retention sub-
system.

24. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that it further comprises the following steps:

- comparing a wind speed value with a wind
speed threshold value and,
- performing the pitch control in order to reduce
the yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine
when the wind speed value is over the wind
speed threshold value.
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25. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that it further comprises the following steps:

- comparing a signal indicative of turbulence with
a turbulence threshold value; and
- performing the pitch control in order to reduce
the yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine
when the signal indicative of turbulence is over
the turbulence threshold value.

26. A method of reducing the loads acting on a wind
turbine yaw system according to claim 9 character-
ized in that under certain conditions, the yaw
maneuver is enabled when the yaw misalignment
(α) is over a second yaw misalignment threshold (α2)
bigger than the first yaw misalignment threshold (α1).

27. A method of reducing the loads acting on a wind
turbine yaw system according to claim 1 character-
ized in that the pitch control performed in order to
reduce a yaw moment (MZ) acting on the wind turbine
is active until the yaw maneuver has finished.

28. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 1 characterized in
that the pitch control is performed based on an error
calculated between a yaw speed set point (ϕref) and
an actual yaw speed (ϕ) once the yaw maneuver has
been enabled.

29. A method of reducing loads acting on a wind turbine
yaw system according to claim 28 characterized in
that the pitch control is an individual pitch control
that sets different pitch angle set points (β1, β2, β3),
to each blade (3) according to its azimuthal position
(θ1, θ2, θ3)
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