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(54) Method for planning the introduction of a needle in a patient’s body

(57) The invention relates to a method for planning
the introduction of a needle in a patient’s body, wherein
the needle (2) is coupled to a needle guide (3) tracked
by a navigation system with respect to a 3D medical im-
age (1) of the patient, comprising:
- determining a virtual position and orientation of the nee-
dle (2) with respect to the 3D image (1) using navigation

data of the needle guide (3);
- detecting at least one inserted needle (2’; 2a’, 2b’, 2c’)
as a trace in the 3D medical image (1);
- displaying a representation of the virtual needle (2) and
a representation of a relative position of the virtual needle
with respect to the at least one detected needle (2’; 2a’,
2b’, 2c’).
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to a method for planning
the introduction of a needle in a patient’s body.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Surgical interventions performed in interven-
tional radiology consist in introducing one or more surgi-
cal instruments, such as a needles or equivalent, in the
body of the patient.
[0003] The interventional radiologist uses an imaging
system, most likely a Computed Tomography Scan (CT-
Scan) or a Cone Beam Computed Tomography (CBCT)
or a Magnetic Resonance Imaging system (MRI) to see
the organs of the patient and choose the target for the
tips and the trajectories to be followed by the needles to
reach this target.
[0004] In order to help the interventional radiologist to
reach the target, a navigation system is necessary. Such
systems use a tracking system based on optical, elec-
tromagnetic, radiofrequency, inertial, ultrasound or me-
chanical technology.
[0005] The objective of the tracking system is to give
the spatial position and orientation in real time of one or
more trackers.
[0006] Document WO 2010/086374 describes a meth-
od for navigating a surgical instrument such as a needle
in a 3D medical image of a patient. To that end, the needle
is slidingly arranged in a surgical guide to which a tracker
is rigidly attached, and a reference marker is attached to
the patient’s body and localized by the tracking system.
Since the reference marker can be detected in the 3D
medical image, it is possible to determine the position
and orientation of the surgical guide with respect to the
3D medical image. The needle being a linear instrument,
its axis is supposed to coincide with the axis of the guide.
Hence, even if the needle is not itself tracked, the system
allows determining the position and orientation of the
needle axis in the 3D medical image.
[0007] A goal of interventional radiology is to hit a target
that moves with the respiration of the patient. As shown
in Figure 1, the 3D medical image 1 used by the radiol-
ogist to plan the position and orientation of the needle 2
to insert or to push deeper in the body of the patient cor-
responds to a given time of the respiratory cycle. More-
over, the 3D medical image 1 may contain some patient
motion or registration errors. Thus, the virtual needle 2
may not match very well with the detected needle 2’ in
the 3D medical image and it can move according to the
respiration of the patient, as illustrated by the double ar-
row. The time at which to push again the needle in the
body of the patient in order to reach the target T is thus
difficult to estimate.
[0008] Another goal of interventional radiology is to de-
stroy unwanted cells such as tumours. In order to perform

this destruction, more than one needle is sometimes re-
quired and these needles have to be placed such that
the entire target tumour will be covered and then de-
stroyed. However, as shown in Figure 2, when there is
already one or more needles inserted in the body of the
patient with their tip in the target T, it is difficult to the
radiologist to interpret what happens in three dimensions
for all needles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0009] A goal of the invention is to plan the introduction
of a needle in a patient’s body using one or more detected
needles in a 3D medical image.
[0010] According to a first aspect, a needle is already
partially inserted in the body of the patient and the inven-
tion provides additional guidance to take into account the
respiration of the patient to insert deeper the needle in
the body of the patient.
[0011] According to a second aspect, one or more nee-
dles are already inserted in a target and the invention
provides additional guidance to plan the insertion of a
new needle in this target.
[0012] To this end, an object of the invention is a meth-
od for planning the introduction of a needle in a patient’s
body, wherein the needle is coupled to a needle guide
tracked by a navigation system with respect to a 3D med-
ical image of the patient, comprising:

- determining a virtual position and orientation of the
needle with respect to the 3D image using navigation
data of the needle guide;

- detecting at least one inserted needle as a trace in
the 3D medical image;

- displaying a representation of the virtual needle and
a representation of a relative position of the virtual
needle with respect to the at least one detected nee-
dle.

[0013] The needle guide is selected from:

(i) a guide in which the needle is slidingly arranged,
said guide comprising a tracker configured to be
tracked by the navigation system;
(ii) a guide rigidly attached to the needle, said guide
comprising a tracker configured to be tracked by the
navigation system; and
(iii) a tracker configured to be tracked by the naviga-
tion system, said tracker being arranged inside the
needle.

[0014] According to an embodiment, the at least one
inserted needle is detected with an image processing
algorithm.
[0015] Alternatively, the at least one inserted needle
is detected by using the navigation system for an initial-
ization of the detected needle position and orientation.
[0016] According to an embodiment, the trace detect-
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ed in the 3D medical image is a trace of a part of the
navigated needle that has already been inserted into the
patient’s body.
[0017] Advantageously, the method may comprise the
following steps:

- determining an instant of the respiratory cycle of the
patient at which the virtual needle is closest to the
detected needle;

- registering the virtual position of the needle at said
instant to the detected needle;

- displaying again a representation of the virtual nee-
dle with respect to the detected needle.

[0018] Advantageously, the method may comprise de-
termining an instant of the respiratory cycle of the patient
at which the virtual needle is closest to the detected nee-
dle and providing an information to a user to push the
needle into the patient’s body at said instant.
[0019] The representation of the relative position of the
virtual needle with respect to the detected needle com-
prises an indication of at least one 2D or 3D distance
selected from:

(i) a 3D distance from a 3D point of the detected
needle to a 3D point of the virtual needle;
(ii) a 3D distance between a line representing the
detected needle to a line representing the virtual nee-
dle;
(iii) a 3D distance between either a 3D point of the
detected needle and a line representing the virtual
needle or a 3D point of the virtual needle and a line
representing the detected needle;
(iv) 3D distances between either points of the detect-
ed needle and a plane containing the virtual needle
or points of the virtual needle and a plane containing
the detected needle;
(v) a 3D distance between either a line representing
the detected needle and a plane containing the vir-
tual needle or a line representing the virtual needle
and a plane containing the detected needle; and
(vi) a 2D distance between either the virtual needle
and a projection of the detected needle in a plane
containing the virtual needle or the detected needle
and a projection of the virtual needle in a plane con-
taining the detected needle.

[0020] Said at least one 2D or 3D distance may be
displayed in at least one of the following formats:

- a number corresponding to the numerical value of
said distance;

- a gauge with extremities corresponding to a function
of the maximum and the minimum of these 3D dis-
tances along the respiratory cycle;

- a curve showing the evolution of the distance with
time;

- a set of transparency levels of the detected needle

in 3D or of a projection of the detected needle in the
plane containing the virtual needle;

- a set of thickness levels of the detected needle in
3D or of the projection of the detected needle in the
plane containing the virtual needle;

- a circle displayed on a plane containing the virtual
needle, centered on the projection of the tip of the
detected needles on the given plane and which ra-
dius is a function of said indicated 2D or 3D distance.

[0021] According to an embodiment, the trace detect-
ed in the 3D medical image is a trace of a needle distinct
from the virtual needle and that has already been inserted
into the patient’s body.
[0022] The representation of the relative position of the
virtual needle with respect to the at least one detected
needle comprises an indication of at least a 2D or 3D
distance selected from:

(i) a 3D distance from a 3D point of a detected needle
to a respective 3D point of the virtual needle;
(ii) a 3D distance between the line corresponding to
a detected needle to a line representing the virtual
needle;
(iii) a 3D distance between either a 3D point of a
detected needle and a line representing the virtual
needle or a 3D point of the virtual needle and a line
representing a detected needle;
(iv) 3D distances between either points of a detected
needle and a plane containing the virtual needle or
points of a virtual needle and a plane containing a
detected needle;
(v) a 3D distance between either a line representing
a detected needle and a plane containing the virtual
needle or a line representing the virtual needle and
a plane containing one detected needle;
(vi) a 2D distance between either the virtual needle
and a projection of a detected needle in a plane con-
taining the virtual needle or a detected needle and
a projection of the virtual needle in a plane containing
said detected needle; and
(vii) a 3D distance between the tips of the detected
needles.

[0023] Said at least one 2D or 3D distance being dis-
played in at least one of the following formats:

- a number corresponding to the numerical value of
said distance;

- a curve showing the evolution of the distance with
time;

- a set of transparency levels of the detected needles
in 3D or of the projection of the detected needles in
a plane containing the virtual needle;

- a set of thickness levels of the detected needles in
3D or of the projection of the detected needles in a
plane containing the virtual needle;

- a sphere centered on the tip of the detected needles
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and whose radius is a function of said distance;
- a circle displayed on a plane containing the virtual

needle, centered on the projection of the tip of the
detected needles on the given plane and which ra-
dius is a function of said distance.

[0024] The method may further comprise determining
an instant of the respiratory cycle of the patient where
the virtual needle is at an optimal position relative to each
detected needles and providing an information to a user
to push the needle into the patient’s body at said instant.
[0025] Another object of the invention is a computer
program product comprising computer-readable instruc-
tions which, when loaded and executed on a suitable
system, perform the steps of the above-described meth-
od.
[0026] Another object of the invention is a system for
planning the introduction of a needle in a patient’s body,
wherein the needle is coupled to a needle guide tracked
by a navigation system with respect to a 3D medical im-
age of the patient, comprising:

- a processor configured for determining a virtual po-
sition and orientation of the needle with respect to
the 3D image using navigation data of the needle
guide, and for detecting at least one inserted needle
as a trace in the 3D medical image;

- a display coupled to the processor and configured
for displaying a representation of the virtual needle
and a representation of a relative position of the vir-
tual needle with respect to the at least one detected
needle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027] Other features and advantages of the invention
will be apparent from the following description, in con-
nection with the appended drawings wherein:

- Figure 1 illustrates a situation where a navigated
needle has not been completely inserted into the pa-
tient’s body and the virtual needle does not match
with the detected needle part already inserted;

- Figure 2 illustrates a situation where a navigated
needle has to be inserted into the patient’s body
wherein several needles have already been inserted
in the target;

- Figure 3 illustrates an embodiment of a 2D display
of a representation of the virtual needle with respect
to the detected needle;

- Figure 4 illustrates an embodiment of a 3D display
of a representation of the virtual needle with respect
to the detected needle;

- Figure 5 illustrates an embodiment of a 2D display
of a representation of the virtual needle with respect
to a plurality of detected needles;

- Figure 6 illustrates an embodiment of a 2D display
of a representation of the virtual needle with respect

to a plurality of detected needles;
- Figure 7 illustrates an embodiment of a 3D display

of a representation of the virtual needle with respect
to a plurality of detected needles.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0028] The general context of the method is the plan-
ning of the introduction of a needle in a patient’s body,
the needle being coupled to a needle guide tracked by a
navigation system with respect to a 3D medical image of
the patient.
[0029] The method is implemented by a system com-
prising a computer including a processor adapted to be
coupled to the navigation system to receive navigation
data, and a display coupled to the processor and config-
ured for displaying a representation of the virtual needle
and a representation of a relative position of the virtual
needle with respect to at least one needle detected in
the 3D medical image.
[0030] Detecting a needle in a 3D image can be
achieved using known image processing algorithms that
detect line segments as a set of linearly arranged high
brightness voxels in a volume of voxels.
[0031] Advantageously, the needle guide can be
placed on an inserted needle to facilitate its detection.
Then, the trace of the needle is detected by using the
position of the needle guide in the 3D image given by the
navigation system for initializing the search of the detec-
tion algorithm. It makes the global process reliable and
enables to determine which needle among several nee-
dles has to be detected and registered.
[0032] According to a first embodiment, the detected
needle is the needle that is being navigated and intro-
duced into the patient’s body toward a target to be treated
by the needle. At this stage, only a part of said needle
has been introduced and the needle tip has not reached
the target yet. The goal of the user is to place the needle
tip in the target.
[0033] According to a second embodiment, the detect-
ed needle(s) is(are) different from the needle that is in-
troduced into the patient’s body and that is tracked in
real-time. This corresponds for example to the treatment
of a tumor by a plurality of needles, the tips of said needles
being intended to be distributed optimally over the tumor
volume so as to treat the whole tumor. At this stage, one
or more needles have already been placed with their tip
in the target and the goal of the user is to place the needle
tip in the target taking into account the already inserted
needles.
[0034] In both cases, the invention proposes to deter-
mine a position and orientation of the virtual needle with
respect to the 3D image using navigation data of the nee-
dle guide; to detect the at least one inserted needle as a
trace in the 3D medical image; and to display a repre-
sentation of the virtual needle and a representation of a
relative position of the virtual needle with respect to the
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at least one detected needle.
[0035] The representation of said relative position in-
volves the computation of a 2D or 3D distance between
the at least one detected needle and the virtual needle.
Such a 2D or 3D distance can be:

(i) a 3D distance from a 3D point of the at least one
detected needle to a 3D point of the virtual needle;
(ii) a 3D distance between the line corresponding to
the at least one detected needle to a line represent-
ing the virtual needle;
(iii) a 3D distance between either a 3D point of the
at least one detected needle and a line representing
the virtual needle or a 3D point of the virtual needle
and a line representing the at least one detected nee-
dle;
(iv) 3D distances between either points of the at least
one detected needle and a plane containing the vir-
tual needle or points of the virtual needle and a plane
containing the detected needle;
(v) a 3D distance between either a line representing
a detected needle and a plane containing the virtual
needle or a line representing the virtual needle and
a plane containing the at least one detected needle;
(vi) a 2D distance between either the virtual needle
and a projection of the at least one detected needle
in a plane containing the virtual needle or the at least
one detected needle and a projection of the virtual
needle in a plane containing the at least one detected
needle; or
(vii) if several needles are detected, a 3D distance
between the tips of the detected needles.

[0036] In these distances, the above-mentioned 3D
point can advantageously be the center of the active part
of the needle, if said needle is a radiofrequency or a cry-
ogeny needle.
[0037] The inserted needle can be detected in the 3D
medical image by an image processing algorithm.
[0038] Figures 3 and 4 relate to the first embodiment;
Figures 5 to 7 relates to the second embodiment.
[0039] Referring to Figure 3 (left), the 3D image 1 con-
tains a trace 2’ of the already inserted needle.
[0040] This needle is coupled to a needle guide 3 which
contains a tracker to be navigated with respect to the 3D
image by a navigation system.
[0041] The reference 2 represents the virtual needle.
[0042] As shown in the right part of Figure 3, a slice 10
according to a plane containing the axis of the virtual
needle is displayed with the trace of the detected needle
2’ projected in said plane and the target T.
[0043] On this slice 10 a circle D1 in dotted line is cen-
tred on the projection of the tip of the detected needle 2’
in said slice. This circle has a radius which depends on
the distance between said tip and the plane containing
the axis of the virtual needle (this distance being calcu-
lated by the processor); the greater the distance, the larg-
er the radius of this circle. The value of the radius of this

circle (10 mm in the illustrated example) may also be
displayed.
[0044] If the patient breathing generates motions of the
partially inserted needle, this distance will vary along the
respiratory cycle.
[0045] The distance may also be represented accord-
ing to other formats.
[0046] For example, a gauge D2 whose upper and low-
er extremities are a function of the maximum and the
minimum of 3D distance between the virtual and detected
needles along the respiratory cycle can be displayed and
the current 3D distance is displayed in real time in said
gauge.
[0047] Another example of representation of the dis-
tance is a set D3 of concentric circles, the inner one rep-
resenting the smaller distance and the outer one repre-
senting the larger distance along the respiratory cycle.
The circle in dotted lines represents in real time the cur-
rent distance of the detected needle tip with respect to
the plane of the slice 10. Such a representation is a var-
iant of the gauge D2.
[0048] Another example of representation of the dis-
tance is merely an indication of its numerical value D4.
[0049] Another example is a representation of the ev-
olution of the distance with time. The curves D5 show on
the one hand the evolution of the distance between the
insertion point of the detected needle and the plane of
the slice 10 with time, and on the other hand the evolution
of the distance between the detected needle tip and the
plane of the slice 10 with time, respectively.
[0050] Whatever the type of representation displayed,
it evolves as the needle guide is moved by the user. The
user can thus use the information displayed to check that
the orientation and position of the needle guide may allow
reaching the target.
[0051] With reference to Figure 4, the representation
of the distance can also be displayed in the 3D medical
image.
[0052] For example, a circle D1 whose diameter de-
pends on the distance between the detected needle tip
and the virtual needle can be displayed on the tip of said
detected needle, along with the value of said distance
(here, 5 mm), whereas the value of the distance between
the insertion point of the detected needle and the inser-
tion point of the virtual needle (here, 10 mm) is displayed.
[0053] The representation of the relative position of the
virtual needle with respect to the at least one detected
needle can also be based on a set of transparency levels
of the detected needle in 3D or of the projection of the
detected needle in the plane containing the virtual needle
(see Figure 3). For example, the representation of the
detected needle is all the more opaque that the needle
is close to the virtual needle.
[0054] The representation of the relative position of the
virtual needle with respect to the at least one detected
needle can also be based on a set of thickness levels of
the detected needle in 3D or of the projection of the de-
tected needle in the plane containing the virtual needle
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(see Figure 3). For example, the representation of the
detected needle is all the more thick that the needle is
close to the virtual needle. This explains the lozenge
shape of the projection of the detected needle in Figure 3.
[0055] Of course, two or more of these various repre-
sentations can be combined and displayed together. In
addition, the skilled person may select any other way of
representing the distance without departing from the
scope of the invention.
[0056] Advantageously, the respiration of the patient
can be taken into account in order to determine an optimal
instant for the user to further push the needle into the
patient’s body.
[0057] To that end, an instant of the respiratory cycle
of the patient at which the virtual needle is closest to the
detected needle is determined. The virtual position of the
needle at said instant is then registered to the detected
needle. Then, the representation of the virtual needle with
respect to the detected needle is displayed again.
[0058] Besides, the determination of said instant of the
respiratory cycle of the patient at which the virtual needle
is closest to the detected needle can be used to provide
an information to the user to push the needle into the
patient’s body at said instant, since this will give the best
chance to reach the target. Indeed when both virtual and
real needle coincide, it is considered that the patient
breathing is at the same cycle position than it was when
the 3D image was acquired. Therefore this method offers
a virtual synchronization of time between the 3D image
and the navigation.
[0059] According to a second embodiment illustrated
in Figures 5 to 7, the 3D image contains the trace of at
least one detected needle which is different from the nee-
dle that is introduced into the patient’s body and which
has already been inserted into the patient’s body and has
reached the target.
[0060] In the embodiments of Figures 5 to 7, three nee-
dles 2a’, 2b’ and 2c’ are detected in the 3D image 1 and
have their tip in the target T. The needle to be additionally
inserted in the target is coupled to a needle guide 3 which
contains a tracker to be navigated with respect to the 3D
image by a navigation system.
[0061] The reference 2 represents the virtual needle.
[0062] As shown in the right part of Figures 5 and 6, a
slice 10 according to a plane containing the axis of the
virtual needle is displayed with the trace of the detected
needles 2a’, 2b’, 2c’ projected in said plane and the target
T.
[0063] The 2D or 3D distance between the virtual nee-
dle and each detected needle is calculated as explained
above.
[0064] The indication of the distance between the vir-
tual needle and each detected needle is represented in
the similar way as already described with reference to
Figures 3 and 4. These representations are thus not de-
scribed again in detail.
[0065] For example, as shown in Figure 5 (left), three
gauges D2a, D2b, D2c are displayed.

[0066] Alternatively or in combination with the above
representation, a circle D1a, D1b, D1c is centered on the
projection of each respective detected needle, the radius
of each circle depending on the distance between said
detected needle and the virtual needle.
[0067] Alternatively or in combination with at least one
of the above representations, the numerical value D4a,
D4b, D4c of the distance between the virtual needle and
each respective detected needle is displayed.
[0068] Alternatively or in combination with at least one
of the above representations, curves D5 illustrated the
evolution of the distance with time is displayed.
[0069] Figure 6 illustrates an embodiment which is sub-
stantially similar to the one of Figure 5, apart from the
fact that the indication of the distance between the virtual
needle and each detected needle is represented by a
respective circle D1’, D2’, D3’ whose radius depends on
said distance.
[0070] As shown in Figure 7, the representation of the
distance can also be displayed in the 3D medical image
1. Numerical values of the distance between each de-
tected needle and the virtual needle - and/or between
two detected needles - can be displayed.
[0071] As already described above, a set of transpar-
ency levels and/or of thickness levels can also be applied
to each detected needle.
[0072] As shown in Figures 3 to 7, it is also useful to
display a 3D representation of the complete scene con-
taining the previously detected needles as 3D line seg-
ments, as well as the navigated needle in real-time as
another line segment, and also the target (e.g. tumor) as
a surface, with indications of the relative 3D distances in
addition.
[0073] With this displayed information, the user is ca-
pable of determining the position and orientation needed
for the navigated needle in order to distribute the needles
optimally over the target.

Claims

1. Method for planning the introduction of a needle in
a patient’s body, wherein the needle (2) is coupled
to a needle guide (3) tracked by a navigation system
with respect to a 3D medical image (1) of the patient,
comprising:

- determining a virtual position and orientation
of the needle (2) with respect to the 3D image
(1) using navigation data of the needle guide (3);
- detecting at least one inserted needle (2’; 2a’,
2b’, 2c’) as a trace in the 3D medical image (1);
- displaying a representation of the virtual needle
(2) and a representation of a relative position of
the virtual needle with respect to the at least one
detected needle (2’; 2a’, 2b’, 2c’).

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein the needle
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guide (3) is selected from:

(i) a guide in which the needle is slidingly ar-
ranged, said guide comprising a tracker config-
ured to be tracked by the navigation system;
(ii) a guide rigidly attached to the needle, said
guide comprising a tracker configured to be
tracked by the navigation system; and
(iii) a tracker configured to be tracked by the nav-
igation system, said tracker being arranged in-
side the needle.

3. Method according to any of claims 1 or 2, wherein
the at least one inserted needle is detected with an
image processing algorithm.

4. Method according to any of claims 1 or 2, wherein
the at least one inserted needle is detected by using
the navigation system for an initialization of the de-
tected needle position and orientation.

5. Method according to any of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the trace detected in the 3D medical image is a trace
of a part of the navigated needle that has already
been inserted into the patient’s body.

6. Method according to claim 5, comprising:

- determining an instant of the respiratory cycle
of the patient at which the virtual needle is clos-
est to the detected needle;
- registering the virtual position of the needle at
said instant to the detected needle;
- displaying again a representation of the virtual
needle with respect to the detected needle.

7. Method according to claim 5 or claim 6, comprising
determining an instant of the respiratory cycle of the
patient at which the virtual needle (2) is closest to
the detected needle (2’) and providing an information
to a user to push the needle into the patient’s body
at said instant.

8. Method according to any of claims 5 to 7, wherein
the representation of the relative position of the vir-
tual needle with respect to the detected needle com-
prises an indication of at least one 2D or 3D distance
selected from:

(i) a 3D distance from a 3D point of the detected
needle to a 3D point of the virtual needle;
(ii) a 3D distance between a line representing
the detected needle to a line representing the
virtual needle;
(iii) a 3D distance between either a 3D point of
the detected needle and a line representing the
virtual needle or a 3D point of the virtual needle
and a line representing the detected needle;

(iv) 3D distances between either points of the
detected needle and a plane containing the vir-
tual needle or points of the virtual needle and a
plane containing the detected needle;
(v) a 3D distance between either a line repre-
senting the detected needle and a plane con-
taining the virtual needle or a line representing
the virtual needle and a plane containing the de-
tected needle; and
(vi) a 2D distance between either the virtual nee-
dle and a projection of the detected needle in a
plane containing the virtual needle or the detect-
ed needle and a projection of the virtual needle
in a plane containing the detected needle.

9. Method according to claim 8, wherein said at least
one 2D or 3D distance is displayed in at least one of
the following formats:

- a number (D4) corresponding to the numerical
value of said distance;
- a gauge (D2) with extremities corresponding
to a function of the maximum and the minimum
of these 3D distances along the respiratory cy-
cle;
- a curve (D3) showing the evolution of the dis-
tance with time;
- a set of transparency levels of the detected
needle in 3D or of a projection of the detected
needle in the plane containing the virtual needle;
- a set of thickness levels of the detected needle
in 3D or of the projection of the detected needle
in the plane containing the virtual needle;
- a circle (D1) displayed on a plane containing
the virtual needle, centered on the projection of
the tip of the detected needles on the given plane
and which radius is a function of said indicated
2D or 3D distance.

10. Method according to any of claims 1 to 4, wherein
the trace detected in the 3D medical image is a trace
of a needle (2a’, 2b’, 2c’) distinct from the virtual nee-
dle (2) and that has already been inserted into the
patient’s body.

11. Method according to claim 10, wherein the represen-
tation of the relative position of the virtual needle with
respect to the at least one detected needle compris-
es an indication of at least a 2D or 3D distance se-
lected from:

(i) a 3D distance from a 3D point of a detected
needle to a respective 3D point of the virtual nee-
dle;
(ii) a 3D distance between the line correspond-
ing to a detected needle to a line representing
the virtual needle;
(iii) a 3D distance between either a 3D point of

11 12 



EP 3 009 095 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a detected needle and a line representing the
virtual needle or a 3D point of the virtual needle
and a line representing a detected needle;
(iv) 3D distances between either points of a de-
tected needle and a plane containing the virtual
needle or points of a virtual needle and a plane
containing a detected needle;
(v) a 3D distance between either a line repre-
senting a detected needle and a plane contain-
ing the virtual needle or a line representing the
virtual needle and a plane containing one de-
tected needle;
(vi) a 2D distance between either the virtual nee-
dle and a projection of a detected needle in a
plane containing the virtual needle or a detected
needle and a projection of the virtual needle in
a plane containing said detected needle; and
(vii) a 3D distance between the tips of the de-
tected needles.

12. Method according to claim 11, said at least one 2D
or 3D distance being displayed in at least one of the
following formats:

- a number corresponding to the numerical value
of said distance;
- a curve showing the evolution of the distance
with time;
- a set of transparency levels of the detected
needles in 3D or of the projection of the detected
needles in a plane containing the virtual needle;
- a set of thickness levels of the detected needles
in 3D or of the projection of the detected needles
in a plane containing the virtual needle;
- a sphere centered on the tip of the detected
needles and whose radius is a function of said
distance;
- a circle displayed on a plane containing the
virtual needle, centered on the projection of the
tip of the detected needles on the given plane
and which radius is a function of said distance.

13. Method according to one of claims 10 to 12, further
comprising determining an instant of the respiratory
cycle of the patient where the virtual needle is at an
optimal position relative to each detected needles
and providing an information to a user to push the
needle into the patient’s body at said instant.

14. Computer program product comprising computer-
readable instructions which, when loaded and exe-
cuted on a suitable system, perform the steps of the
method according to any one of claims 1 to 13.

15. System for planning the introduction of a needle in
a patient’s body, wherein the needle is coupled to a
needle guide tracked by a navigation system with
respect to a 3D medical image of the patient, com-

prising:

- a processor configured for determining a virtual
position and orientation of the needle with re-
spect to the 3D image using navigation data of
the needle guide, and for detecting at least one
inserted needle as a trace in the 3D medical im-
age;
- a display coupled to the processor and config-
ured for displaying a representation of the virtual
needle and a representation of a relative position
of the virtual needle with respect to the at least
one detected needle.
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