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Description

BACKGROUND

Field of the Invention

[0001] Certain embodiments disclosed herein relate
generally to replacement valves for a vascular system,
delivery devices for the replacement valves, and related
delivery methods, among other things. In particular, the
valves relate to replacement heart valves, such as for
the mitral valve.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Human heart valves, which include the aortic,
pulmonary, mitral and tricuspid valves, function essen-
tially as one-way valves operating in synchronization with
the pumping heart. The valves allow blood to flow down-
stream, but block blood from flowing upstream. Diseased
heart valves exhibit impairments such as narrowing of
the valve or regurgitation, which inhibit the valves’ ability
to control blood flow. Such impairments reduce the
heart’s blood-pumping efficiency and can be a debilitat-
ing and life threatening condition. For example, valve in-
sufficiency can lead to conditions such as heart hyper-
trophy and dilation of the ventricle. Thus, extensive ef-
forts have been made to develop methods and apparatus
to repair or replace impaired heart valves.
[0003] Prostheses exist to correct problems associat-
ed with impaired heart valves. For example, mechanical
and tissue-based heart valve prostheses can be used to
replace impaired native heart valves. More recently, sub-
stantial effort has been dedicated to developing replace-
ment heart valves, particularly tissue-based replacement
heart valves, that can be delivered with less trauma to
the patient than through open heart surgery. Replace-
ment valves are being designed to be delivered through
minimally invasive procedures and even percutaneous
procedures. Such replacement valves often include a tis-
sue-based valve body that is connected to an expandable
frame that is then delivered to the native valve’s annulus.
[0004] Development of replacement heart valves that
can be compacted for delivery and then controllably ex-
panded for controlled placement, and the related delivery
devices have proven to be particularly challenging.
[0005] WO 2011/025945 A1 forms part of the prior art
under Article 54(3) EPC and discloses a delivery device
for percutaneously delivering a prosthetic heart valve.
The delivery device includes a release sheath assembly
housed within an outer delivery sheath. A release sheath
component of the assembly captures a portion of the
prosthetic valve to the delivery device, and effectuates
complete release of the prosthetic valve with retraction
of- the outer sheath. Document US2005033398 disclos-
es a system comprising a delivery device having an inner
support, an outer retainer ring, and a replacement heart
valve having a frame, an upstream portion, a downstream

portion and a plurality of first anchors.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Claim 1 provides a system for implanting a re-
placement heart valve according to the present invention.
The following discussion is provided for better under-
standing the invention but should not be interpreted to
mean that protection is sought beyond the scope of the
claims or that surgical methods are protected by the in-
vention. The scope of the present invention is limited by
the appended claims.
[0007] Accordingly, there is in the need of the art for
improved replacement heart valves, delivery devices,
and delivery methods, among other things.
[0008] In the embodiment of the present invention, a
replacement heart valve comprises an expandable
frame, and a valve body. The expandable frame can be
configured to engage a native valve annulus, wherein
the frame extends longitudinally between an upstream
end and a downstream end, the frame having a foreshort-
ening portion at or adjacent the downstream end, the
foreshortening portion comprising foreshortening cells
that are longitudinally expanded when the frame is in a
radially compacted state and longitudinally contracted
when the frame is in a radially expanded state. The valve
body can be coupled to the frame, the valve body coupled
to the frame in the foreshortening portion in a manner so
that the frame foreshortening portion can move longitu-
dinally relative to the valve body. Upon radial compaction
of the implant, the frame foreshortening portion can lon-
gitudinally expand but moves relative to the valve body
so that the valve body substantially retains its longitudinal
length.
[0009] According to some embodiments, the valve
body can have a downstream end that is generally
aligned with a downstream end of the frame foreshort-
ening portion, but is not connected to the downstream
end of the frame foreshortening portion. A first longitudi-
nal distance can exist between the downstream end of
the frame foreshortening portion downstream end and
the downstream end of the valve body when the frame
is in a radially expanded configuration, and a second lon-
gitudinal distance exists between the downstream end
of the frame foreshortening portion downstream end and
the downstream end of the valve body when the frame
is in a radially compacted configuration, the second lon-
gitudinal distance being greater than the first longitudinal
distance.
[0010] In some embodiments, the valve body can be
slidably coupled to a downstream portion of the frame
and substantially non-slidably coupled to an upstream
portion of the frame. The expandable frame may further
comprise a non-foreshortening portion at or adjacent the
upstream end, the non-foreshortening portion compris-
ing longitudinal struts. The non-foreshortening portion
can be configured to substantially maintain its longitudi-
nal length as between the radially compacted state and
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the radially expanded state. The longitudinal struts can
extend upstream from the foreshortening cells. The valve
body can be slidably coupled to a downstream portion of
the frame and substantially non-slidably coupled to an
upstream portion of the frame. The valve may also further
comprise a substantially inelastic band at the upstream
end of the expandable frame.
[0011] In some embodiments, replacement heart valve
can comprise an expandable frame configured to engage
a native valve annulus, wherein the frame extends lon-
gitudinally between an upstream end and a downstream
end, the frame having a foreshortening portion at or ad-
jacent the downstream end, the foreshortening portion
comprising foreshortening cells that are longitudinally ex-
panded when the frame is in a radially compacted state
and longitudinally contracted when the frame is in a ra-
dially expanded state, a valve body coupled to the frame,
and a support band positioned within the frame at the
upstream end.
[0012] A delivery device for delivering a replacement
heart valve according to the embodiment of the present
invention comprises an inner support for receiving a re-
placement heart valve, an inner retainer ring on the inner
support, and an outer retainer ring to slidably engage the
inner retainer ring to secure a proximal end of the re-
placement heart valve on the delivery device.
[0013] Some embodiments of delivery device can fur-
ther include a floating sheath to slidably cover a central
region of the replacement heart valve between the prox-
imal end and a distal end while the replacement heart
valve is in a radially compacted state and/or an outer
sheath to slidably cover the replacement heart valve in
the radially compacted state, as well as the outer retainer
ring, the inner retainer ring, and floating sheath, wherein
the floating sheath is connected to the outer sheath with
one or more tension members such that withdrawal of
the outer sheath from covering the replacement heart
valve can also cause the floating sheath to withdraw from
covering the replacement heart valve. The outer sheath
may have a first withdrawal position where at least the
distal end of the replacement heart valve is uncovered
and the floating sheath remains covering the central re-
gion. The outer sheath may have a second withdrawal
position where the floating sheath does not cover the
central region.
[0014] A method, that is not part of the present inven-
tion, of treating valve insufficiency of a mitral valve of a
patient by delivering a replacement valve can comprise
one or more of the following steps. Providing a replace-
ment valve mounted on a delivery device, the replace-
ment valve comprising a radially expandable frame hav-
ing an upstream end and a downstream end, the frame
further comprising a plurality of first anchors directed to-
ward the upstream end. Delivering the replacement valve
to a native mitral valve annulus while the replacement
valve is in a radially compacted state, the native mitral
valve annulus having two or more native valve leaflets.
Positioning the replacement valve so that tips of the plu-

rality of first anchors are downstream of the native valve
leaflets. Exposing a portion of the downstream end of the
replacement valve so that the plurality of first anchors
extend radially from the delivery device and the anchor
tips are positioned to an outer side of the native leaflets.
Moving the replacement valve in an upstream direction
so that tips of the plurality of first anchors engage a down-
stream side of the native mitral valve annulus. After the
plurality of first anchors engage the native mitral valve
annulus, releasing the replacement valve from the deliv-
ery device and allowing the frame to expand to a radially
expanded state.
[0015] The aforementioned method may also include
one or more of the following steps. Wherein the down-
stream end of the frame has a foreshortening portion
configured to longitudinally expand when in the radially
compacted state and longitudinally contract when the
foreshortening portion is in the radially expanded state
and the upstream end maintains a substantially constant
longitudinal length in the expanded state and in the com-
pacted state. Wherein a downstream portion of the frame
foreshortens and flares radially outward as the frame ex-
pands to the expanded state. Wherein moving the re-
placement valve in an upstream direction comprises en-
gaging and compacting or folding the native valve leaflets
with the plurality of first anchors. Wherein moving the
replacement valve in an upstream direction so that tips
of the plurality of first anchors engage a downstream side
of the native valve annulus comprises engaging a pos-
terior leaflet. After engaging the posterior leaflet reposi-
tioning the replacement valve, and engaging an anterior
leaflet with the plurality of first anchors. Engaging an up-
stream side of the native mitral valve annulus with a plu-
rality of second anchors. Exposing a portion of the down-
stream end of the replacement valve so that the plurality
of first anchors extend radially from the delivery device
further comprises expanding the frame to a first expand-
ed state. Expanding the frame to a second expanded
state and moving the replacement valve in an upstream
direction so that tips of the plurality of first anchors en-
gage another part of the downstream side of the native
mitral valve annulus. Wherein releasing the replacement
valve from the delivery device and allowing the frame to
expand to a radially expanded state comprising expand-
ing the frame to a third expanded state.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] These and other features, aspects and advan-
tages arc described below with reference to the drawings,
which are intended to illustrate but not to limit the inven-
tion. In the drawings, like reference characters denote
corresponding features consistently throughout similar
embodiments.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment
of a replacement heart valve.
Figure 2 is a view looking upstream through the re-
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placement heart valve of Figure 1.
Figure 3 is a schematic detail side view of the re-
placement heart valve of Figure 1.
Figure 4 shows a schematic detail side view of an-
other embodiment of a replacement heart valve.
Figure 5A is a perspective view of a replacement
heart valve in an expanded state in accordance with
an embodiment.
Figure 5B is a side view of the replacement heart
valve of Figure 5A in a compacted state.
Figure 5C is a side view of a portion of the cells of
the compacted-state replacement heart valve of Fig-
ure 5B.
Figure 5D is a side view of a portion of the cells of
the expanded-state replacement heart valve of Fig-
ure 5A.
Figure 6A is a perspective view of a replacement
heart valve in an expanded state in accordance with
an embodiment.
Figure 6B is a side view of the replacement heart
valve of Figure 6A in a compacted state.
Figure 7A is a perspective view of a replacement
heart valve in an expanded state in accordance with
another embodiment.
Figure 7B is a side view of the replacement heart
valve of Figure 7A in a compacted state.
Figure 7C is a cross-section side view of a portion
of the expanded-state replacement heart valve of
Figure 7A.
Figure 8 schematically shows a replacement heart
valve as in Figures 1-2 deployed in a native mitral
annulus of a human heart.
Figure 9A shows an embodiment of a delivery device
for delivering a replacement heart valve in accord-
ance with one embodiment.
Figure 9B shows a distal portion of the delivery de-
vice of Figure 9A with a schematic representation of
a valve frame.
Figures 10A-C schematically show a replacement
heart valve and steps of a method of deploying the
replacement heart valve according to one embodi-
ment.
Figure 11 shows a distal portion of another embod-
iment of delivery device with a schematic represen-
tation of a valve frame.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0017] The present specification and drawings provide
aspects and features of the disclosure in the context of
several embodiments of replacement heart valves, de-
livery devices and methods that are configured for use
in the vasculature of a patient, such as for replacement
of natural heart valves in a patient. These embodiments
may be discussed in connection with replacing specific
valves such as the patient’s aortic or mitral valve. How-
ever, it is to be understood that the features and concepts

discussed herein can be applied to products other than
heart valve implants. For example, the controlled posi-
tioning, deployment, and securing features described
herein can be applied to medical implants for use else-
where in the body, such as within a vein, or the like. In
addition, particular features of a valve, delivery device,
etc. should not be taken as limiting, and features of any
one embodiment discussed herein can be combined with
features of other embodiments as desired and when ap-
propriate.
[0018] With initial reference to Figures 1 and 2, an em-
bodiment of a replacement heart valve 10 is shown. The
illustrated replacement heart valve 10 is designed to re-
place a damaged or diseased native heart valve such as
a mitral valve. The replacement heart valve 10 includes
a self-expanding frame 20 to which a plurality of valve
leaflets 12 are attached.
[0019] The plurality of valve leaflets 12 can function in
a manner similar to the natural mitral valve, or to other
valves in the vascular system. The plurality of valve leaf-
lets 12 can open in a first position and then engage one
another to close the valve in a second position. The plu-
rality of valve leaflets 12 can be made to function as a
one way valve such that flow in one direction opens the
valve and flow in a second direction opposite the first
direction closes the valve. The replacement heart valve
10 can be constructed so as to open naturally with the
beating of the heart. For example, the plurality of valve
leaflets 12 can be open during diastole and closed during
systole. The valve can include many different compo-
nents as will be discussed in detail below.
[0020] To aid in the description of the replacement
heart valve 10, certain directional or relative terms may
be used herein. The illustrated replacement heart valve
10 is a one-way valve, thus the term "upstream" refers
to the end or section closest to the inflow of blood or other
fluid into the valve and "downstream" refers to the end
or section closest to the outflow of blood or other fluid
from the valve. As will be described, the replacement
heart valve 10 is generally implanted by moving the re-
placement heart valve 10 within a vessel towards the
diseased or damaged native valve with the flow of fluid.
Thus, the term "proximal" coincides with upstream and
"distal" coincides with downstream. It should be under-
stood that the valve can also be implanted by moving the
replacement heart valve in the opposite direction. The
term "longitudinal" refers to a direction, length or a loca-
tion between the proximal end 14 and the distal end 16
of the replacement heart valve 10. The term "lateral" re-
fers to a direction, length or location perpendicular to the
longitudinal direction, length or location.
[0021] Still referring to Figure 1, the shape of the illus-
trated replacement heart valve 10 can be generally re-
ferred to as having an upstream portion 38, a transition
portion 40 and a downstream portion 42. The replace-
ment heart valve 10 can be generally cylindrical in the
longitudinal direction with the same or a varying diameter
or outer perimeter. In the illustrated embodiment, the up-
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stream portion 38 has an inflow diameter at the proximal
end 14 and the downstream portion 42 preferably has an
outflow diameter at the distal end 16. The upstream por-
tion 38 and downstream portion 42 are generally cylin-
drical based on either the inflow diameter or the outflow
diameter. As the outflow diameter is greater than the in-
flow diameter, a generally conical transition portion 40 is
positioned between the proximal 14 and distal 16 ends.
It will be understood that, in some embodiments, the re-
placement heart valve 10 may not have a transition por-
tion 40, or that the transition portion 40 may be very abrupt
and short. In addition, in some embodiments the transi-
tion portion 40 may be coextensive with either or both of
the upstream portion 38 and the downstream portion 42.
Some embodiments have a larger inflow dimension than
the outflow dimension. In addition, in some embodiments
the geometry of the replacement heart valve 10 can in-
clude one or more portions that are conical, spherical,
parabolic, oval, convex, concave, or the like, or any com-
bination thereof.
[0022] Finally, a non-foreshortening portion 52 and a
foreshortening portion 54 are also referenced with the
illustrated replacement heart valve 10. As will be de-
scribed in more detail below, foreshortening refers to the
idea that as the replacement heart valve 10 changes from
the compacted or collapsed position to the expanded po-
sition the longitudinal length of the replacement heart
valve 10 decreases in the foreshortening portion 54 but
not in the non-foreshortening portion 52.

Replacement Heart Valve Frame

[0023] As has been mentioned, the replacement heart
valve 10 includes a self-expanding frame 20 to which a
plurality of valve leaflets 12 are attached. Other compo-
nents of the valve may also be attached to the frame 20.
It is to be understood that some embodiments may not
employ a self expanding frame but may, for example,
employ a balloon or the like to expand and deploy the
frame.
[0024] The frame 20 can serve one or more different
and unique purposes. For example, the frame 20 can
serve as structural support for the valve, an anchoring
mechanism to attach the valve to the vasculature, an
attachment device to attach valve components to, a de-
vice to facilitate delivery of the valve and a device to main-
tain position of the valve after delivery.
[0025] The frame 20 can be made of many different
materials, but is preferably made from metal. For exam-
ple, the frame 20 can be a wireframe or a metal tube that
has been cut or etched to remove all but a metal skeleton.
The frame 20 can be constructed from a metal tube, such
as a nitinol tube. In some embodiments, the frame 20
can be made from a shape memory material. The frame
20 can further be expanded and/or compressed and/or
otherwise worked to have the desired introduction and
implantation configurations.
[0026] As can be seen with particular reference to Fig-

ure 1, the frame 20 includes a number of struts or mem-
bers that collectively make up the frame 20. These struts
can include longitudinal struts 56 and undulating struts,
such as undulating struts forming one or more rings 58,
60, 62, 64, and 66. It will be understood that the frame
20 can include any number of longitudinal struts, undu-
lating struts, and rings. The upstream 38, transition 40
and downstream 42 portions may all include more or less
longitudinal struts, undulating struts, and rings than those
shown herein, as well as, other configurations of the
same.
[0027] As mentioned previously, the replacement
heart valve 10 has a non-foreshortening portion 52 and
a foreshortening portion 54. These portions can be de-
fined by the frame 20 and the positioning of various types
of struts along the frame 20. Referring now to Figures 1
and 3, it can be seen that the longitudinal struts 56 span
the length of the non-foreshortening portion 52. Distal or
downstream portions of the longitudinal struts 56 make
up the transition portion 40, in which the struts 56 bend
at bending stage 30 so as to flare radially outwardly and
then bend again at bending stage 32 so as to stop ex-
panding in radius and attach to the foreshortening portion
54 of the frame 20. As such, the frame 20 is generally
divided into the upstream portion 38 made up of the first
diameter, the transition portion 40 at which the diameter
is expanding, and the downstream portion 42 with the
larger second diameter. The downstream portion 42 also
includes the foreshortening portion 54.
[0028] First 58, second 60, and third 62 rings made up
of undulating struts are connected to the longitudinal
struts 56 in the non-foreshortening portion 52. The illus-
trated first 58 and second 60 rings are of generally the
same size, however, the struts in the third ring 62 are
substantially larger and longer than the struts in the first
58 and second 60 rings. For example, the struts of the
first 58 and second 60 rings can be about half as long as
the struts of the third ring 62, or shorter. Additionally,
upstream anchors 22 extend from the free apices of the
struts in the third ring 62. As best shown in Figure 3, the
struts in the third ring 62 preferably are flared radially out
at a more dramatic angle than is the longitudinal strut 56
at the transition portion 40. In the illustrated embodiment,
the third ring struts 62 can be considered part of the up-
stream anchors 22.
[0029] Referring to Figures 1 and 3, a fourth ring 64 is
attached to the distal end of the longitudinal struts 56 at
an apex of the fourth ring 64. A fifth ring 66 attaches to
the fourth ring 66 on the side opposite the longitudinal
struts 56. The fifth ring 66 can be a mirror image of the
fourth ring 64. In some embodiments, additional rings of
undulating struts can be included in any part of the frame.
For example, sixth and/or seventh rings can be posi-
tioned downstream of the fifth ring.
[0030] The fourth 64 and fifth 66 rings are made up of
undulating struts and can make up the foreshortening
portion 54. Expansion of the replacement heart valve 10
causes the struts of the fourth ring 64 to move farther
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apart such that they are at a greater angle relative to one
another. Thus, they move from a relatively vertical orien-
tation to a more horizontal orientation. This also causes
the ring to shrink in vertical height. The fifth ring exhibits
similar behavior when the valve 10 expands. This move-
ment of the fourth 64 and fifth 66 rings results in fore-
shortening of the frame 20.
[0031] Opposing anchors 22, 24 can be constructed
on the frame 20 so that preferably their tips 26, 28 move
closer together as the frame foreshortens. This can allow
the anchors 22, 24 to grasp opposite sides of the native
mitral annulus or any other tissue that is perpendicular
to the axis of the frame.
[0032] The anchors 22, 24 and anchor tips 26, 28 can
be located anywhere along the frame 20 just so long as
at least one of the anchors is connected to the foreshort-
ening portion 54 to thereby move with the foreshortening
portion 54. As shown, both of the anchor tips 26, 28 are
located in the foreshortening portion 54. The foreshort-
ening portion can also be positioned anywhere along the
frame.
[0033] Preferably, each of the anchors 22, 24 also ex-
tends generally radially outwardly from the frame 20 so
that the anchor tips 26, 28 are generally spaced away
from the rest of the frame 20. In some embodiments, all
or part of the structure connected to the anchor tip and
extending radially from the frame, including one or more
rings and/or struts, can be considered part of the anchor.
The anchors can include a base located on the anchor
on a side opposite the tip. The base can be for example
where the anchor begins to extend from or away from
the frame 20.
[0034] In some embodiments, each of the anchors can
extend radially outwardly from the frame at an anchor
base and terminate at an anchor tip. The anchors can be
connected to the frame at one of many different locations
including apices, junctions, other parts of struts, etc. The
anchors can comprise first, second, third, or more spaced
apart bending stages along the length of each anchor.
The anchors can also extend either upstream or down-
stream before and/or after one or more of the bending
stages. A portion of the anchor may extend with the frame
before any bending stages. An example anchor can in-
clude first and second bending stages with a portion be-
tween the second bending stage and the anchor tip being
generally parallel to an axis of the frame. Another exam-
ple, can include first, second and third spaced apart bend-
ing stages, and wherein in the first bending stage the
anchor is bent radially inwardly, in the second bending
stage the anchor is bent radially outwardly, and in the
third bending stage the anchor is bent radially inwardly.
In the second bending stage the anchor can be bent
about 180 degrees.
[0035] In preferred embodiments, the replacement
heart valve 10 may be deployed into a heart valve annu-
lus, and positioned when compacted so that the anchor
tips 26, 28 of the opposing anchors 22, 24 are disposed
on opposite sides of the native annulus. As the replace-

ment heart valve 10 is expanded, the opposing anchors
are drawn closer together so as to grasp opposite sides
of the native annulus with the anchor tips 26, 28 and
securely hold the replacement heart valve 10 in position.
As such, the replacement heart valve 10 can be held
securely in position without requiring a substantial radial
force against the native annulus. The foreshortening por-
tion 54 can be used to move the anchor tips 26, 28 closer
together as the replacement heart valve 10 moves to the
expanded position to thereby engage the native valve
annulus.
[0036] Notably, in this embodiment the native annulus
which is intended to be gripped between the anchor tips
26, 28 will be engaged by the foreshortening portion 54
of the frame 20, and will not engage the transition portion
40 of the frame 20. Rather, in a mitral placement, the
upstream 38 and transition 40 portions of the replace-
ment valve 10 will not necessarily be disposed within the
annulus but mostly or entirely in the atrium.
[0037] Applicant’s U.S. Patent Application No.
12/084,586, which was published on August 27, 2009 as
U.S. Publication No. 2009/0216314, discusses embodi-
ments of foreshortening stents with anchors, and can be
referred to for further discussion of certain aspects of the
illustrated embodiments. Applicant’s U.S. Patent Appli-
cation No. 13/165,721, filed on June 21, 2011, discusses
embodiments of foreshortening frames with anchors, and
can be referred to for further discussion of certain aspects
of the illustrated embodiments. The above applications
provide a discussion of the structure and operation of
foreshortening structures, particularly foreshortening
structures having anchors.

Replacement Heart Valve Body

[0038] The replacement heart valve can include a
valve body that is made up of one or more components.
In some embodiments, the valve body only includes a
plurality of valve leaflets. In other embodiments, the valve
body may also include one or more of an outer valve skirt,
a connection skirt, and a support band.
[0039] As has been mentioned, a plurality of valve leaf-
lets 12 are attached to the self-expanding frame 20 (Fig-
ures 2 and 3). The plurality of valve leaflets 12 can func-
tion in a manner similar to the natural mitral valve to open
and close as appropriate and thereby control blood flow.
[0040] The leaflets 12 can be one of many different
shapes and configurations. There can be two, three or
more leaflets 12. The leaflets 12 can be cut from a flat,
tissue material such as pericardium. Preferably, up-
stream portions of the leaflets are generally curved. The
curvature and size of the pattern cuts, and particularly
the curvature of the side edges, can be chosen so that
the valve fits within the particular shape defined by the
frame 20.
[0041] The leaflets 12 can also be positioned in any
portion of the frame. The leaflets 12 can be positioned
solely within any one of the upstream portion 38, the tran-
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sition portion 40, and the downstream portion 42. The
leaflets can also extend between different diameter sec-
tions of the frame 20. Looking to Figure 3, it can be seen
that in some embodiments, the leaflets 12 extend from
the upstream portion 38 to the end of the transition portion
40. The 12 leaflets 12 can alternatively extend from any
part of one of the upstream portion 38, the transition por-
tion 40, and the downstream portion 42 to any part of one
of the upstream portion 38, the transition portion 40, and
the downstream portion 42.
[0042] In some embodiments, the leaflets 12 can be
coupled to the outwardly flaring portion of the valve skirt
18 in the transition portion 40. In this position, the leaflets
can be at least partially within the native mitral valve an-
nulus upon deployment, closer to the left ventricle, and
closer to a native leaflet position.
[0043] The replacement heart valve 10 can further in-
clude an outer valve skirt 18. The outer valve skirt 18 can
be configured to direct fluid to the valve leaflets 12. The
outer valve skirt 18 can also be used at partially to control
how fluid flows through and/or around the replacement
heart valve 10. The outer valve skirt 18 can surround at
least a portion of the valve and be connected to the valve
leaflets 12. In some embodiments, the outer valve skirt
18 can form an inner wall connected to and positioned
within the frame 20.
[0044] The outer valve skirt 18 can extend the length
of the frame 20 or it can extend along only part of the
length of the frame 20. In some embodiments, the ends
14, 16 of the replacement heart valve 10 can coincide
with the inflow 34 and outflow 36 ends of the outer valve
skirt 18. In the illustrated embodiment of Figures 1-3, the
inflow end 34 substantially coincides with one end 14 of
the replacement heart valve 10 while the other end 16 of
the replacement heart valve 10 extends past the outflow
end 36 of the valve body.
[0045] The shape of the outer valve skirt 18 can sub-
stantially correspond to that of the frame 20, with for ex-
ample, different diameter sections and a transition be-
tween them. Other shapes and configurations can also
be used.
[0046] The valve leaflets 12 can extend along all or
part of the length of the outer valve skirt 18, and including
all or part of the reduced and increasing diameter por-
tions, i.e., the upstream 38 and transition 40 portions, as
shown. In some embodiments, the leaflets 12 can also
span all or part of the length of the downstream portion
42, together with or separate from the outer valve skirt 18.
[0047] In the illustrated embodiments, the outer valve
skirt 18 is attached to the frame 20 and the leaflets 12
are attached to the outer valve skirt 18. Preferably, the
outer valve skirt 18 is also formed of a pericardium tissue
similar to the leaflets 12.
[0048] The outer valve skirt 18 can be constructed in
multiple different ways. For example, the outer valve skirt
18 can be made by cutting out one or more pieces from
flat tissue material and sewing the tissue together to form
the outer valve skirt with a flared transition portion. Pref-

erably, the outer valve skirt 18 is constructed of a tissue
that is flexible, but not particularly expansive and
stretchy.
[0049] As best shown in Figures 1-3, the replacement
heart valve 10 can also include a connection skirt 50.
The connection skirt 50 can be attached to one or both
of the frame 20 and the outer valve skirt 18. The connec-
tion skirt 50 can function and/or provide benefits similar
to the outer valve skirt 18. For example, the connection
skirt 50 can be used to direct fluid flow into, out of, and/or
around the replacement heart valve 10. The connection
skirt 50 can also be made to move with the foreshortening
portion 54 of the frame 20.
[0050] The connection skirt 50 can be made of knit
polyester or another stretchable or flexible fabric. In some
embodiments, the connection skirt 50 is made from a
material that is more flexible than the outer valve skirt
material and/or the valve leaflet material.
[0051] As shown, the connection skirt 50 is sewn to
the outflow end 36 of the outer valve skirt 18 and is also
attached to the frame 20 in the foreshortening portion.
The upstream edge of the connection skirt 50 is generally
straight so as to correspond to the downstream edge or
outflow end 36 of the outer valve skirt 18 and contribute
to an advantageous seam structure. The downstream
end of the connection skirt 50 can be straight, curved, or
have any other desired configuration. For example, the
connection skirt 50 is shown with undulations patterned
to generally correspond to the undulations at the end 16
of the frame 20. It is to be understood that other config-
urations of the connection skirt 50 can also be employed.
[0052] The replacement heart valve 10 can also in-
clude a support band 44. Figure 4 illustrates a detail view
of another embodiment of a replacement heart valve 10’
including a support band 44. Numerical reference to com-
ponents is the same as previously described, except that
a prime symbol (’) has been added to the reference.
Where such references occur, it is to be understood that
the components are the same or substantially similar to
previously-described components.
[0053] The support band 44 may be placed or posi-
tioned around or within the frame 20’ at the proximal end.
The support band 44 can be used to reinforce and/or
constrain the frame 20’. The support band 44 can help
to control the expansion of the frame 20’ from the com-
pacted to the expanded state. The support band 44 can
also be used to reduce the amount of motion that occurs
at the upstream portion 38’ and/or at the proximal end
14’ after the replacement heart valve 10’ has been im-
planted within the mitral heart valve or other location.
[0054] In some embodiments, the support band 44
may comprise a polyester fabric band. The support band
44 may comprise a no-stretch or limited stretch material.
Preferably the support band 44 is not made of an elastic
material or a material known to have high elasticity. In
some embodiments, the support band 44 is made from
a material that is less flexible than the outer valve skirt
material and/or the valve leaflet material. The distal and
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proximal ends of the support band 44 can be straight,
curved, undulating with the undulations of frame, or any
other desired configuration.
[0055] The support band 44 can be connected to the
valve frame with a plurality of stitches, loops, knots, sta-
ples, or other types of connections. In some embodi-
ments, the frame 20’ can be sandwiched between two
sides or layers of the support band 44. Preferably, the
support band 44 is a single layer positioned within and
attached to the frame 20’ with a plurality of stitches
around one or more of the longitudinal and/or undulating
struts.
[0056] Viewing Figure 4 in comparison to Figure 3, it
can be seen that the leaflets 12’, 12 are positioned lower
in the valve, or closer to the proximal end 14’, 14 in Figure
4. The support band 44 can reduce the movement and
the moment at the proximal end 14’ allowing the valve to
function more smoothly.
[0057] Still referring to Figure 4, it can also be seen
that this embodiment does not include a connection skirt
so that the distal end 36’ of the outer valve skirt 18’ ex-
tends to the distal end 16’ of the valve.
[0058] The replacement heart valve 10’ may include a
first ring of undulating struts in the upstream portion 38’,
and a second ring of undulating struts in the transition
portion 40’, including part of the anchor 22’. Third, fourth,
and fifth rings are preferably located in the downstream
portion 42’ forming two rows of adjacent diamond- or
oval-shaped cells. In some embodiments, the down-
stream anchors 24’ extend from the junction of the fourth
and fifth rings.
[0059] Additional example replacement heart valves
with valve bodies are discussed in detail in U.S. Applica-
tion Nos. 12/569,856, filed 09/29/2009 and 13/165,721,
filed 06/21/2011.

Expansion and Compaction of Replacement Heart Valve

[0060] Figures 5A-D illustrate another embodiment of
a replacement heart valve 10". The illustrated replace-
ment heart valve 10" is designed to replace a diseased
native mitral valve. The replacement heart valve includes
a self-expanding frame 20" to which a valve body is at-
tached. The valve body includes an outer valve skirt 18"
and flexible leaflets that open and close, as discussed
above. The replacement heart valve 10" also includes a
plurality of fasteners, which connect the valve body to
the frame 20, as will be described in more detail below.
[0061] The replacement heart valve 10" generally has
two configurations, an expanded state shown in Figure
5A and a compacted state shown in Figure 5B. The re-
placement heart valve 10" is typically stored in the com-
pacted state prior to usage. In addition, the replacement
heart valve 10" is generally mounted onto a delivery de-
vice to assume the compacted state. The compacted
state is preferably sufficiently small in diameter to fit into
a catheter that will be used to advance the replacement
heart valve 10" through the vasculature and access the

heart for deployment.
[0062] The replacement heart valve 10" is generally
deployed to assume the expanded state at a diseased
or damage heart valve. Preferably the replacement heart
valve 10" transitions from the compacted state to the ex-
panded state by self-expansion of the frame 20". In some
embodiments, the replacement heart valve 10" transi-
tions from a compacted to an expanded state by expan-
sion of the frame 20" by a dilator, such as a balloon, or
the like. The transition may also be performed by the
combination of a self-expanding frame and a dilator.
[0063] Expansion of the frame 20" is controlled, at
least in part, by the longitudinal 56" and undulating struts
that make up the frame. As mentioned previously, the
replacement heart valve 10" has a non-foreshortening
portion 52" and a foreshortening portion 54". These por-
tions can be defined at least in part by the frame 20" and
the positioning of various types of struts along the frame
20".
[0064] The illustrated upstream portion 38" of the
frame 20" is also part of the non-foreshortening portion
52". Longitudinal struts 56" substantially confine or re-
strict the upstream portion 38" from changing length up-
on the radial expansion or compaction of the frame 20".
The upstream portion 38" expands and compacts only
in the radial direction. At least one ring 58" of undulating
struts can be positioned in the upstream portion 38". Sec-
ond and third rings 60", 62" are also shown. The at least
one ring 58" of undulating struts can extend circumfer-
entially in a zigzag formation around the frame. Each ring
can have two or more struts positioned between adjacent
longitudinal struts 56". This allows the struts of the ring,
as well as the longitudinal struts 56" to move closer to-
gether, or farther apart, as the replacement heart valve
10" is respectively compacted, or expanded.
[0065] The longitudinal struts 56" can also extend into
the transition portion 40" between the upstream portion
38" and the downstream portion 42". The transition por-
tion 40" defines a transition from the smaller upstream
diameter to the larger downstream diameter of the re-
placement heart valve 10" when in the expanded state.
In the illustrated embodiment the longitudinal struts
56" flare radially outwardly in the transition portion 40".
As such, the frame 20" is generally divided into the up-
stream portion 38" made up of the first diameter, the tran-
sition portion 40" at which the diameter is expanding, and
the downstream portion 42" with the larger second diam-
eter.
[0066] The downstream portion 42" can also include
at least one ring 64" of undulating struts. As shown in
Figures 5A and 5B, the frame 20" has two rings 64" and
66" that form substantially diamond- or oval-shaped
cells. Figure 5A illustrates nine cells disposed circumfer-
entially about the frame 20"; however, any quantity of
cells can be implemented in the frame.
[0067] Each illustrated cell has two downstream struts
46, 48 and two upstream struts 68, 70. The individual
cells are coupled to one another at junctions 72 located
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where one downstream strut 48 and one upstream strut
70 of one cell meet with one downstream strut 46 and
one upstream strut 68 of another adjoining cell. The
downstream undulating struts 46, 48 join to form down-
stream apex 74. The upstream undulating struts 68, 70
join to form upstream apex 76.
[0068] These diamond- or oval-shaped cells formed
by the fourth 64" and fifth 66" rings in the downstream
portion 42" longitudinally expand when the frame is ra-
dially compacted and longitudinally shorten when the
frame is radially expanded as can be seen in Figures 5C-
5D. In the compacted state of Figure 5C, the junctions
72 are closer together than when in the expanded state
shown in Figure 5D. The longitudinally opposing apices
74, 76 are closest in the expanded state.
[0069] Thus, the fourth 64" and fifth 66" rings can make
up the foreshortening zone 54". Expansion of the replace-
ment heart valve 10" causes the struts of the fourth ring
64" to move angularly farther apart such that they arc at
a greater angle relative to one another. Thus, they move
from a relatively vertical orientation to a more horizontal
orientation. This also causes the ring 64" to shrink in ver-
tical height. The fifth ring exhibits similar behavior when
the valve 10" expands. This movement of the fourth 64"
and fifth 66" rings results in foreshortening of the frame
20". It is to be understood that foreshortening can also
be achieved with more or less rings of undulating struts,
as well as with other configurations of the frame.
[0070] The positioning of the outer valve skirt 18", plu-
rality of leaflets 12" and/or other components of the valve
body within and along the frame 20", as well as the ma-
terials of the different parts of the replacement heart valve
10" can also affect how much expansion, compression,
and/or foreshortening the replacement heart valve
10" can experience. In addition, the frame, the compo-
nents of the valve body, and/or the connection(s) be-
tween the components of the valve body and the frame
can be configured to deal with differences in material
properties such as elasticity, and stretchability between
the frame and the components of the valve body. It should
be clear that some of these differences can be consid-
erations for dealing with the foreshortening, non-fore-
shortening, expansion, and compaction of the replace-
ment heart valve 10".
[0071] The outer valve skirt and leaflets are preferably
made from tissue, such as pericardium. Pericardium, like
some other suitable valve skirt materials, is flexible but
not particularly stretchable or otherwise elastic. At the
same time, the outer valve skirt and leaflets can be made
to accommodate and substantially correspond to the
shape of the frame in the expanded configuration.
[0072] In some embodiments of replacement heart
valve 10, such as that shown in Figures 1-3, a connection
skirt 50 can be connected to the downstream end 36 of
the outer valve skirt 18. The connection skirt 50 can be
made of an elastic fabric and can typically be placed to
correspond to the foreshortening portion 52 of the frame
20. In this way, the connecting skirt 50 can stretch or

compact with the longitudinal lengthening and shortening
incident to radially compacting and expanding the valve
10. In such embodiments, the downstream end 36 of the
pericardium valve skirt 18 can be connected to the con-
nection skirt 50 at a circumferentially-extending seam.
[0073] Applicants have found that a circumferential
scam can bunch up when the replacement heart valve
10 is compacted, thus limiting compaction of the valve.
Figures 5A-5D illustrate an embodiment of replacement
heart valve 10" without any circumferential seams. This
enables the replacement heart valve 10" to be able to
radially compact to a smaller diameter.
[0074] In the illustrated embodiment the outer valve
skirt 18" is fabricated from one, two, three, or more lon-
gitudinally oriented pieces of tissue material, e.g., peri-
cardium, or the like, that longitudinally span the frame
length from the upstream end 14" to the downstream end
16". Preferably such longitudinal strips are stitched to-
gether by longitudinally-extending seams. Such con-
struction lends itself to making the outer valve skirt 18"
out of a single material and eliminates a circumferential
stitch or seam joining sections of different materials.
Thus, as mentioned, in the illustrated embodiment, there
is no circumferential stitch or other such connections to
the valve skirt.
[0075] In the illustrated embodiment, the outer valve
skirt 18" is constructed of pericardium, which, like some
other suitable valve skirt materials, is flexible but not par-
ticularly stretchable or otherwise elastic. Also, preferably
the outer valve skirt 18" is stitched to the expanded-con-
figuration frame 20" so that the downstream end 36" of
the outer valve skirt 18" is generally or nearly coextensive
with the downstream end 16" of the frame 20".
[0076] However, as noted above, when the implant is
radially compacted, the longitudinal length of the frame
20" increases. As such, preferably the downstream por-
tion of the outer valve skirt 18" is attached to the frame
20" in a manner that enables the frame 20" to move rel-
ative to the outer valve skirt 18". In this manner, when
the foreshortening portion 54" increases in length, the
outer valve skirt 18" can remain substantially the same
length, but the struts of the foreshortening cells can move
relative to the outer valve skirt 18". In this way, the outer
valve skirt material is not substantially stretched or dam-
aged.
[0077] In a preferred embodiment, the outer valve skirt
18" is attached to the non-foreshortening portion 52" of
the frame 20" in a manner so that there is little to no
relative longitudinal movement between the frame 20"
and the outer valve skirt 18". The outer valve skirt 18"
can be attached to the frame with a number of fasteners.
The fasteners can be any device that can secure two
objects together and can include two or more different
types or different styles of device. Some example fasten-
ers include stitches, staples, rivets, etc. Generally in the
embodiments shown herein, stitches are used to attach
the outer valve skirt to the frame, as well as to attach
other components to one another. It will be understood
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that these are simply example fasteners and other de-
vices could also be used.
[0078] Figures 5A-5D illustrate a stitching arrange-
ment in which the outer valve skirt 18" is mounted to the
frame 20" at the downstream portion so as to allow some
relative movement. The downstream portion of the outer
valve skirt 18" is mounted to the frame in the foreshort-
ening portion 54" with loose or semi-loose stitching 78,
80 that allows the outer valve skirt 18" to slide relative to
the frame struts 46, 48, 68, 70. At the other end, on the
upstream portion the outer valve skirt 18" can be mounted
to the frame 20" with tight stitches 82, which are stitches
or other fasteners that are configured to substantially pre-
vent longitudinal movement of the outer valve skirt 18"
relative to the frame 20" in the non-foreshortening portion
52".
[0079] The tight stitches 82 can be tightly looped and/or
cross-stitched around the struts 56" and through the out-
er valve skirt 18". The tight stitches 82 can be disposed
about the longitudinal struts 56" at selective locations.
As shown in Figures 5A and 5B, tight stitches 82 are
positioned on the longitudinal struts 56" adjacent the ap-
ices of the first ring 58" on the downstream side of the
connected apices. This prevents the tight stitches 82 from
migrating off of the upstream end of the frame 20". Tight
stitches 82 are also positioned adjacent the second
60" and third 62" rings on the upstream side of the con-
nected apices, preventing the tight stitches 82 from mi-
grating toward the downstream end of the replacement
heart valve 10".
[0080] Other arrangements are also contemplated. For
example, in some embodiments, tight stitches 82 can be
located on both the upstream and downstream sides of
the connected apices to prevent longitudinal migration
of the outer valve skirt 18". In some embodiments, the
tight stitches 82 can be looped through eyelets coupled
to the upstream end of the longitudinal struts 56" and/or
selectively located along the longitudinal struts. In still
further embodiments, the tight stitches 82 can extend
along, or span, a portion and/or the full length of one or
more of the longitudinal struts 56".
[0081] Loose stitches 78, 80 can be used to allow some
relative movement between the outer valve skirt 18" and
the frame 20" as best seen in Figures 5C and 5D. The
loose stitches can come in two types, those 80 that con-
nect the outer valve skirt 18" to one strut and those 78
that connect the outer valve skirt 18" to two struts. A single
strut stitch 80 loops around a single strut to couple the
outer valve skirt 18" to the frame 20". A double-strut stitch
78 loosely loops around a pair of struts near the junction
72 when in the expanded state. The double-strut stitch
78 passes through the center of radially adjacent cells
and the outer valve skirt tissue material.
[0082] The loose stitches 78, 80 have a greater dis-
tance between their respective points of entry into the
outer valve skirt 18" tissue material than the tight stitches
82. The loose stitches 78, 80 also provide more room or
space for strut movement relative to the outer valve skirt

18". The loose stitches 78, 80 readily allow the outer valve
skirt 18" downstream end to float, or slide, relative to the
frame 20", yet also sufficiently and durably mount the
outer valve skirt 18" to the frame 20". In some embodi-
ments, stitches that may not be physically loose-fitting
may be placed so as to allow the outer valve skirt down-
stream end to float, or slide, relative to the frame. Such
stitches, as well as physically loose stitches, can also be
referred to as floating stitches or sliding stitches.
[0083] The loose stitches 78, 80 can allow the outer
valve skirt 18" that is longitudinally shorter than the com-
pacted frame to slide on the cell struts as the cells fore-
shorten during radial expansion, as illustrated in the detail
views of Figures 5C and 5D. Four struts 46, 48, 68, 70
joined at each junction 72 radially expand from a com-
pacted configuration in which the apices 74, 76 are rel-
atively close to one another to an expanded configuration
in which the apices 74, 76 are relatively farther apart.
The loose stitches 78, 80 arc urged downstream as the
cells radially expand positioning the junctions 72 farther
apart.
[0084] The double-strut stitch 78 is urged downstream
because the distance between the apices 74, 76 and the
upstream portions of the struts becomes wider than the
stitch width and the stitch is urged toward the narrower
portion of the V- or X-shaped configuration. This can be
seen by comparing the position of the double-strut stitch
78 in Figure 5D with that of Figure 5C. The loose stitches
"ride" the struts downstream to their final longitudinal po-
sition, as indicated by the arrows. The single stitch 80
also moves along the strut because of the movement of
the double-strut stitch 78 and the outer valve skirt.
[0085] The positions of the loose stitches 78, 80 can
be limited by the position of either or both of the junction
72 and the apices 74, 76. For example, in Figure 5C, the
stitches 78, 80 cannot pass any lower than the junction
72 and/or apices 74 of which they are positioned next to.
To position the loose stitches 78, 80 lower than the junc-
tion 72 and/or apices 74, with the loose stitches 78, 80
still being around a strut would overload the stitch upon
expansion because the lengthening of the frame would
force the stitch downstream into the junction or apex.
[0086] With reference now to Figures 6A and 6B, in
another embodiment of replacement heart valve 10"’, the
downstream end of the outer valve skirt 18’’’ is connected
to the struts in the downstream portion 42’" by multiple
stitches 80’. In this embodiment, the downstream end
36’" of the outer valve skirt 18’" is shaped to correspond
to the undulating pattern of ring 66’" when in the expand-
ed state. However, as shown in Figure 6A, the skirt is not
attached to the downstream apices 76’ and is spaced
therefrom. As such, when the replacement heart valve
10’" is compacted, the outer valve skirt 18’" and stitches
80’ will slide upstream relative to the downstream struts,
resulting in a longitudinal space between the outer valve
skirt distal end 36’" and the distal apices 76’. When the
foreshortening cell is compacted, the cell longitudinal
length increases but the outer valve skirt length does not,
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resulting in a longitudinal space between the downstream
apex 76’ and the downstream end 36’" of the outer valve
skirt 18’". The frame 20’’’ thus longitudinally expands
while the outer valve skirt 18’" maintains its length.
[0087] Figures 7A-C illustrate still another embodiment
of replacement heart valve 10"", in which the longitudinal
length of the outer valve skirt 18"" skirt is generally the
same, or substantially the same, as the longitudinal
length of the frame 20"" in the radially-compacted con-
figuration. In this embodiment, tight stitches 82" can be
used in the both the non-foreshortening portion 52"" and
the foreshortening portion 54"". The long outer valve skirt
18"" configuration preferably extends from the compact-
ed frame upstream end to the compacted frame down-
stream end. The outer valve skirt 18"" downstream end
36"" can be securely coupled, or stitched, to the frame
downstream end 16"" in a manner that the outer valve
skirt 18"" will substantially move with the frame 20"" as
the frame longitudinally expands and contracts.
[0088] The outer valve skirt 18"" can be greater in
length than the length of the expanded-state frame and
substantially the same length as the compact frame. This
can result in excess outer valve skirt material when the
replacement heart valve is in the expanded configuration.
The excess length of the outer valve skirt 18"" can create
circumferential folds 84, or material bunching, in the fore-
shortening portion of the frame, as depicted in Figures
7A and 7C.
[0089] Figure 7C illustrates a cross-section side view
of the implant tissue material in this embodiment posi-
tioned in the frame downstream end after the frame ex-
pands radially outward. Preferably the folding or bunch-
ing pattern can be selectively controlled by placement of
stitches such as stitches at the junction 72". It should be
understood that, in other embodiments, the valve skirt
can be shorter, longer, or any length therebetween, than
the illustrated long configuration. A longer skirt than the
long configuration skirt of Figure 7C creates a greater
number and/or size of circumferential folds.
[0090] Also illustrated in Figures 7A-7C are eyelets 73.
The eyelets 73 can be used to attach to the outer valve
skirt to the frame. In some embodiments, the downstream
anchors 24"" can be passed through the eyelets 73 when
assembling the replacement heart valve 10"". Stitching
can also pass through the eyelets 73. The eyelets 73 can
also reinforce the skirt material.
[0091] With continued reference to Figure 7C, when
the replacement heart valve 10"" is installed in the body,
the folds 84 in the valve skirt material preferably are po-
sitioned at or adjacent the native valve annulus. Thus,
over time the folds can support tissue ingrowth, further
securing the replacement heart valve 10"" to the mitral
valve native annulus and preventing leakage past the
outer valve skirt 18"".

Delivery Device and Method

[0092] With reference next to Figure 8, a schematic

representation of the replacement heart valve 10 as dis-
cussed above in connection with Figures 1 and 2 is de-
picted installed in a human heart 90. The heart is shown
in cross-section, and represents typical anatomy, includ-
ing a left atrium 86 and left ventricle 88. The left ventricle
88 is defined by a muscular wall 98. The left atrium 86
and left ventricle 88 communicate with one another
through a mitral annulus 92. Also shown schematically
in Figure 8 is a native anterior mitral leaflet 94 having
chordae tendineae 96 that connect a downstream end
of the anterior mitral leaflet 94 to the muscle wall 98 of
the left ventricle 88. A left ventricle outflow tract 99 ex-
tends toward the top of the left ventricle 88.
[0093] As shown, the replacement heart valve 10 is
disposed so that the mitral annulus 92 is grasped be-
tween the upstream anchors 22 and the downstream an-
chors 24. As such, all or most of the replacement heart
valve 10 extends into the left atrium 86. The portion of
the replacement heart valve 10 disposed upstream of the
annulus 92 can be referred to as being positioned supra-
annularly. The portion generally within the annulus 92 is
referred to as positioned intra-annularly. The portion
downstream of the annulus is referred to as being posi-
tioned sub-annularly. In the illustrated embodiment, only
a part of the foreshortening portion is positioned intra-
annularly or sub-annularly, and the rest of the replace-
ment heart valve 10 is supra-annular.
[0094] The following is an example of how the replace-
ment heart valve 10 can be deployed at a patient’s native
mitral valve annulus with reference to Figure 8. A radially-
compacted replacement heart valve 10 is advanced on
a delivery device through and past the mitral valve an-
nulus 92 so that the downstream anchors 24 are posi-
tioned downstream of the native mitral valve leaflets 94.
The heart valve 10 can be partially deployed so that the
downstream portion of the replacement heart valve 10
can be allowed to self-expand, thus urging the down-
stream anchors 24 between the chordae tendineae 96
and radially outboard of the native mitral valve leaflets
94. The delivery device and replacement heart valve 10
can then be proximally retracted or moved upstream to
engage the downstream anchors 24 with the downstream
side of the native mitral valve annulus 92. In this motion,
preferably the downstream anchors 24 engage and cap-
ture the native leaflets 94. Once the native leaflets are
engaged and captured by the anchors 24, the remainder
of the replacement heart valve 10 can then be deployed
to allow self-expansion of the replacement heart valve
10 so that the upstream anchors 22 engage the upstream
side of the native annulus 92, and the replacement heart
valve 10 is deployed in operational condition. In some
embodiments the replacement heart valve may not be
self expanding, ant the partial and full deployment may
be accomplished by one or more inflatable balloons or
the like.
[0095] Replacement heart valves can be delivered to
a patient’s heart mitral valve annulus in various ways,
such as by open surgery, minimally-invasive surgery, and
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percutaneous or transcatheter delivery through the pa-
tient’s vasculature.
[0096] With reference to Figures 9A-B, an embodiment
of a delivery device 100 is shown in connection with a
replacement heart valve 10. The illustrated embodiment
comprises an elongate, delivery catheter configured to
be advanced through a patient’s vasculature in a percu-
taneous delivery approach. The delivery device 100 can
be a spring or a cut metal hypotube that imparts rigidity
to the device and yet allows flexibility to be able to pass
through the curvosities of the vasculature. The delivery
device 100 can also be covered with a polymer outer
sheath.
[0097] The illustrated delivery device 100 comprises
an elongate inner tube 102 that is attached at its distal
end to a nose cone 104. The inner tube 102 has a lumen
sized and configured to slidably accommodate a
guidewire 106 so that the delivery device 100 can be
advanced over the guidewire through the vasculature.
The delivery device 100 may also be a steerable catheter
which may or may not use a guidewire.
[0098] As can best be seen in Figure 9B, an inner re-
tention ring 112 can be positioned on the inner tube 102.
A support tube or outer retention ring 108 concentrically
encircles the inner tube 102 and is sized to be slidable
over the inner tube and the inner retention ring. In the
illustrated embodiment the support tube is elongate. An
outer sheath 110 is disposed so as to be slidable over
the support tube 108.
[0099] In the illustrated embodiment, and preferably,
in a manner as discussed in embodiments presented be-
low, the support tube or outer retention ring 108 and outer
sheath 110 cooperate to grasp onto the replacement
heart valve 10. Figure 9B schematically shows a valve
frame 20 within and secured by the outer sheath 110 and
other components of the delivery device 100. The inner
retention ring 112 is also shown engaging the proximal
end 14 of the valve frame 20. For example, teeth 116 on
the inner retention ring 112 can engage tabs 15 on the
proximal end 14 of the valve frame 20. The outer retention
ring 108 can be positioned over the inner retention ring
112 so that the proximal end of the replacement heart
valve 10 is trapped therebetween, securely attaching it
to the delivery device 100.
[0100] The outer sheath 110 can also be positioned
over the distal end of the delivery device 100 and over
the replacement heart valve 10. As shown, the outer
sheath 110 is advanced over a portion of the nose cone
104 of the delivery device 100. Optionally, a retainer
member 114, e.g., an o-ring, a clamp, a cover, or the like,
can be used to retain the outer sheath 110 in place. As
shown, an o-ring 114 is placed over the outer sheath 110
at a groove or slot 118 disposed circumferentially around
the nose cone 104. In some embodiments, the nose cone
can include a flange that encompasses and secures the
outer sheath, so that the outer sheath fits into the nose
cone under the flange. This flange may also cover all or
part of the replacement heart valve. In some embodi-

ments, the delivery device may include one or more ad-
ditional sheaths or other features that can be advanced
over all or part of the replacement heart valve.
[0101] The delivery device 100 is configured to retain
and restrict the valve frame 20 and the replacement heart
valve 10 from expanding. The delivery device 100 re-
strains the replacement heart valve 10 until the replace-
ment heart valve 10 is deployed from the delivery device
100 at, or adjacent, the native mitral valve annulus 92.
[0102] With reference next to Figures 10A-10C and
Figure 8, an embodiment of a method and apparatus for
deploying a replacement heart valve 10 is depicted. Re-
ferring to Figure 10A, it can be seen that the replacement
heart valve 10, mounted in a radially-compacted config-
uration on the distal end of the delivery device 100, is
introduced into the left atrium 86 of the heart 90. As
shown, the native mitral leaflets 94 (posterior leaflet
shown) extend downstream of the native annulus 94, and
chordae tendineae 96 extend downstream from the mitral
valve to the ventricle wall.
[0103] With reference next to Figure 10B, the delivery
device 100 is advanced so that the replacement heart
valve 10 is positioned slightly downstream of its final
mounting point. More specifically, it is positioned so that
the downstream anchors 24 are positioned downstream
of where the chordae tendineae 96 connect to the free
end of the native mitral valve leaflets 94.
[0104] The outer sheath 110 is then at least partially
retracted to expose at least part of the downstream end
of the replacement heart valve 10, including the down-
stream anchors 24 as shown in Figure 10C. The down-
stream end of the replacement heart valve 10 radially
expands to approximately the full extent, or slightly less
than the full extent. At the same time, the upstream end
of the replacement heart valve 10 is still retained by the
delivery device and is at least partially radially compact-
ed. During expansion of the downstream end of the re-
placement heart valve 10 the downstream anchors 24
pass between chordae tendineae 96 so that the up-
stream-directed downstream anchor tips 28 substantially
face the downstream side of the native mitral valve an-
nulus 92. As the upstream portion of the replacement
heart valve 10 is still retained by the delivery device 100
in a partially radially-compacted state, the position of the
replacement heart valve 10 can still be readily adjusted.
[0105] After the downstream anchors 24 are expanded
to be positioned downstream of and radially outside of
the native leaflets 94, the delivery device 100 and re-
placement heart valve 10 are moved in an upstream di-
rection. This causes the downstream anchors 24 and an-
chor tips 28 to engage with the downstream side of the
native annulus 92, and the native leaflets 94. The native
leaflets 94 are engaged and possibly retracted by the
anchors. In some embodiments, the anchors pull the na-
tive leaflets 94 proximally, resulting in the native leaflets
94 being bunched up, and the chordae tendineae 96 be-
ing stretched and/or tightened. In other embodiments the
native leaflets 94 may not be bunched up or may be only
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partially bunched up, but are contained by the anchors
so as to prevent movement of the leaflets 94 into, for
example, the left ventricle outflow tract 99.
[0106] Once the downstream anchors 24 are properly
placed, the delivery device 100 can release the upstream
anchors 22 and the remaining upstream end 14 of the
replacement heart valve 10. This can be done by retract-
ing the outer retention ring 108. In some embodiments
this can be done by fully retracting the outer sheath 110,
as well as, the outer retention ring 108.
[0107] As discussed previously, the upstream anchors
22 flare radially outward under the self-expansion force
of the frame 20 and advance toward the upstream side
of the native mitral valve annulus 92 under the foreshort-
ening force of the cells. The downstream 24 and up-
stream 22 anchors can thus securely grasp the native
mitral valve annulus 92 between their opposingly directed
anchor tips, and the replacement heart valve 10 is fully
and securely installed as can be seen in Figure 8. The
anchor placement can preferably prevent or reduce the
prevalence of any up and/or down motion of the frame.
The anchor placement can also help ensure that the re-
placement heart valve is perpendicular to the annulus
and prevents any "rocking" and/or tilting of the frame. By
engaging both the native annulus 92 and the native leaf-
lets 94 by the frame 20 and anchors 22, 24 the load can
be more evenly distributed to achieve equilibrium. Such
a configuration can also provide a more robust implan-
tation.
[0108] The independent nature of each anchor can al-
lows the frame to conform to a number of different
shapes. For example, the three dimensional annular
shape of the mitral valve may not be entirely flat, and in
fact, as is the case with most mitral anatomy, may be
more saddle shaped. Thus, the independent anchors can
stretch and bend to be able to engage these different
shapes.
[0109] In embodiments in which the native leaflets 94
are compacted and urged against both the outer surface
of the replacement heart valve 10 and the native annulus
92, the bunched up leaflets advantageously provides ad-
ditional leak prevention between the native tissue and
the replacement heart valve 10, or between the anchors
and the valve frame.
[0110] Referring now Figure 11, another embodiment
of delivery device 100’ is shown. Numerical reference to
components is the same as previously described, except
that a prime symbol (’) has been added to the reference.
Where such references occur, it is to be understood that
the components are the same or substantially similar to
previously-described components. The illustrated em-
bodiment comprises an elongate, delivery catheter con-
figured to be advanced through a patient’s vasculature
in a percutaneous delivery approach. In addition to an
outer sheath 110’ and an outer retention ring 108’, the
delivery device 100’ can also include a secondary sheath
120.
[0111] The secondary sheath 120 can be slidable over

the outer retention ring 108’ which is slidable over the
inner tube 102’ and the inner retention ring 112’. The
outer sheath 110’ is disposed so as to be slidable over
both the support tube 108’ and the secondary sheath
120. The outer retention ring 108’, secondary sheath 120
and outer sheath 110’ all cooperate to grasp onto the
replacement heart valve 10. Figure 11 schematically
shows a valve frame 20 within and secured by these three
components.
[0112] The secondary sheath 120 can be advanced
over all or a part of the replacement heart valve 10. As
such, the secondary sheath 120 can be used to further
control the expansion of the replacement heart valve 10
during the delivery process. For example, the secondary
sheath 120 can be positioned so that the distal end is
right next to but not covering the downstream anchors
24. Thus, when the outer sheath 110’ is withdrawn, the
secondary sheath 120 can limit the expansion of the re-
placement heart valve 10. In some embodiments, the
secondary sheath 120 can limit the expansion of the re-
placement heart valve 10 to just the downstream anchors
24 or just the downstream anchors and a small amount
of radial expansion of the foreshortening cells.
[0113] In some embodiments, the secondary sheath
120 can be positioned at the base of the downstream
anchors 24 such that the secondary sheath 120 is be-
tween the downstream anchors 24 and the rest of the
frame 20. Thus, the secondary sheath 120 can cover the
frame 20 essentially to the distal end 16, with primarily
only the downstream anchors 24 exposed. Again, this
can limit the expansion of the replacement heart valve
10 upon withdrawal of the outer sheath 110’.
[0114] The delivery methods described above with ref-
erence to delivery device 100 and Figures 10A-C do not
form part of the present invention, and can be considered
a two stage delivery method; the first stage being with-
drawal of the outer sheath 110, and the second stage
being withdrawal of the outer retention ring 108. The de-
livery device 100’ can use a three stage delivery method
as will be described below. It should be understood that
both delivery devices 100, 100’ can also be used in other
delivery methods that may be considered single stage,
two stage, three stage, etc.
[0115] The delivery device 100’ can be used in a de-
livery procedure similar to that described above. The de-
livery device 100’ can have a replacement heart valve
10 mounted in a radially-compacted configuration on the
distal end and be introduced into the left atrium 86 of the
heart 90. The delivery device 100’ can be advanced to
position the replacement heart valve 10 slightly down-
stream of its final mounting point. More specifically, the
replacement heart valve 10 can be positioned so that the
downstream anchors 24 are positioned downstream of
where the chordae tendineae 96 connect to the free end
of the native mitral valve leaflets 94.
[0116] The outer sheath 110’ can then be at least par-
tially retracted to expose at least the downstream an-
chors 24. The secondary sheath 120 and outer retention
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ring 108’ can still be positioned over the replacement
heart valve 10 to limit expansion of the replacement heart
valve 10 after withdrawal of the outer sheath 110.
[0117] With the downstream anchors 24 exposed and
little to no other expansion experienced, the delivery de-
vice 100’ can easily position the downstream anchors 24
in an initial desired position. The secondary sheath 120
can then be retracted allowing the replacement heart
valve 10 to further expand while still being attached at
the proximal end 14 to the delivery device 100’ at the
inner 112 and the outer 108 retention rings. The replace-
ment heart valve 10 can then be adjusted again prior to
completely releasing the replacement heart valve 10 from
the delivery device 100’.
[0118] In some embodiments, the downstream an-
chors 24 can be positioned first next to one part of the
native valve annulus before the secondary sheath 120
is withdrawn. As the mitral valve is a bicuspid valve, the
delivery device 100’ can be used to attach the down-
stream anchors 24 to one of the leaflets, such as the
posterior leaflet and then to the other of the leaflets, such
as the anterior leaflet. This second part can be done after
the replacement heart valve 10 is expanded or further
expanded by moving the secondary sheath 120. In some
embodiments, staged deployment can also be achieved
without the use of a secondary sheath. For example, a
primary sheath with sufficient column strength and/or re-
sistance to collapsing/corrugating/compression along
the axis can be used to achieve staged deployment.
[0119] In some embodiments, the entrance route of
the delivery device 100’ into the left atrium 86 can bias
the delivery device 100’ towards one side of the mitral
valve 92. For example, the delivery device 100’ may be
biased towards the posterior leaflet of the mitral valve
92. Also, an axis of the delivery device may be angled
relative to an axis of the native annulus. This can facilitate
securing the downstream anchors 24 to the posterior side
or the posterior leaflet first, prior to expanding or further
expanding the replacement heart valve 10. The down-
stream anchors 24 can then be secured to the anterior
side of the mitral valve 92 or to the anterior leaflet.
[0120] For example, the downstream anchors 24 can
be positioned initially past the mitral valve annulus 92
and then moved upstream to engage one side and/or
one leaflet. The delivery device 100’ can then be reposi-
tioned, or first the secondary sheath 120 removed then
the delivery device 100’ repositioned. The delivery device
100’ can again be moved upstream, this time so that the
downstream anchors 24 on the other side will also en-
gage the other side of the mitral valve 92 and/or the other
leaflet.
[0121] After the downstream anchors 24 are released
the delivery device 100’ and replacement heart valve 10
are moved in an upstream direction. This causes the
downstream anchors 24 and anchor tips 28 to engage
with the downstream side of the native annulus 92, and
the native leaflets 94. The native leaflets 94 are engaged
and possibly retracted by the anchors. As mentioned,

this can occur first on one side or to one leaflet and then
to the other side or to the other leaflet.
[0122] Once the downstream anchors 24 are properly
placed, the delivery device 100’ can then release the up-
stream anchors 22 and the remaining upstream end 14
of the replacement heart valve 10. This can be done by
retracting the outer retention ring 108’. In some embod-
iments this can be done by retracting the outer retention
ring 108’ as well as fully retracting one or more of the
outer sheath 110’ and the secondary sheath 120.
[0123] As discussed previously, the upstream anchors
22 flare radially outward under the self-expansion force
of the frame 20 and advance toward the upstream side
of the native mitral valve annulus 92 under the foreshort-
ening force of the cells as the cells complete their radial
expansion. The downstream 24 and upstream 22 an-
chors thus securely grasp the native mitral valve annulus
92 between their opposingly directed anchor tips, and
the replacement heart valve 10 is fully and securely in-
stalled as can be seen in Figure 8.
[0124] Multi-stage release of the replacement heart
valve 10 by the delivery device 100, 100’ can facilitate
better control and positioning of the replacement heart
valve 10 at the native annulus 92. As explained above,
three stage release by the delivery device 100’ can allow
for a quicker and more reliable securement of the re-
placement heart valve 10 to the mitral valve 92.
[0125] A delivery device 100, 100’ with one or more of
an outer sheath, a secondary sheath and/or an outer re-
tention ring can control their movement in different ways.
For example, each or some of the outer sheath, second-
ary sheath and outer retention ring can move separately
and independently from the others. Alternatively, or in
addition, some can be moved together, such as being
attached to move in a coordinated fashion.
[0126] For example, the secondary sheath can be at-
tached to the outer sheath through sutures, stitches, wire,
string, cable, band, ribbon, etc. This can allow the outer
sheath to be withdrawn initially without affecting the po-
sitioning of the secondary sheath. The outer sheath can
then be further removed, causing tension on the second-
ary sheath through whichever device has been used to
attach the two. Thus, the secondary sheath can be a
floating sheath. In some embodiments, internal wires or
outer coverings may extend the length or substantially
the length of the delivery device and can be actuated at
the proximal end.
[0127] In another embodiment, the outer sheath can
be folded over itself in one or more positions to take the
place of a secondary sheath and/or an outer retention
ring. For example, the distal end of the outer sheath can
be positioned over the inner retention member and then
the outer sheath can be folded over itself to cover the
replacement heart valve. Initial movement of the outer
sheath can uncover a part of the replacement heart valve
without uncovering the inner retention member.
[0128] In still another embodiment, the nose cone can
be used to cover a portion of the replacement heart valve
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such as the downstream anchors. The nose cone can
include a flange that encompasses and secures the outer
sheath, so that the outer sheath fits into the nose cone
under the flange. This flange may cover all or part of the
replacement heart valve. The nose cone can be ad-
vanced exposing and expanding the anchors. The outer
sheath can cover the rest of the device and can then be
later withdrawn similar to the secondary sheath.
[0129] While a number of variations of the invention
have been shown and described in detail, other modifi-
cations, which are within the scope of this invention, will
be readily apparent to those of skill in the art based upon
this disclosure. For example, the support band can be
used with the replacement heart valves shown in Figures
1-3, 5A-7C. Also, connection skirt can be used with the
replacement heart valve shown in Figure 4. Further, ad-
ditional embodiments of valve delivery devices, whether
or not disclosed herein, may employ, for example, the
two and three-stage delivery methods discussed herein.
It is also contemplated that various combinations or sub-
combinations of the specific features and aspects of the
embodiments may be made and still fall within the scope
of the invention. Accordingly, it should be understood that
various features and aspects of the disclosed embodi-
ments can be combined with or substituted for one an-
other in order to form varying modes of the disclosed
invention. Thus, it is intended that the scope of the
present invention herein disclosed should not be limited
by the particular disclosed embodiments described
above, but should be determined only by a fair reading
of the claims that follow.
[0130] Similarly, this method of disclosure, is not to be
interpreted as reflecting an intention that any claim re-
quire more features than are expressly recited in that
claim. Rather, as the following claims reflect, inventive
aspects lie in a combination of fewer than all features of
any single foregoing disclosed embodiment. Thus, the
claims following the Detailed Description are hereby ex-
pressly incorporated into this detailed description.

Claims

1. A system for implanting a replacement heart valve
(10; 10’; 10"; 10"’; 10""), comprising:

a delivery device (100) comprising:

an inner support (102) for receiving the re-
placement heart valve;
an inner retainer ring (112) on the inner sup-
port; and
an outer retainer ring (108) to slidably en-
gage the inner retainer ring to secure a prox-
imal end of the replacement heart valve on
the delivery device; and

the replacement heart valve comprising:

a self-expanding frame (20; 20’; 20"; 20’";
20"") to which a plurality of valve leaflets are
attached, and
an upstream portion (38; 38’; 38"; 38’";
38""), a transition portion (40; 40’; 40"; 40’";
40"") and a downstream portion (42; 42’;
42"; 42’"; 42""), wherein the upstream por-
tion has an inflow diameter at the proximal
end of the replacement heart valve and the
downstream portion has an outflow diame-
ter at the distal end, the outflow diameter
being greater than the inflow diameter,
wherein the frame has an upstream end and
a downstream end, the frame further com-
prising a plurality of first anchors (24; 24’;
24"; 24’"; 24"") directed toward the up-
stream end.

2. The system of Claim 1, wherein the replacement
heart valve is adapted to replace a damaged or dis-
eased mitral valve.

3. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the delivery device comprises an elongate
delivery catheter sized for advancement through a
patient’s vasculature in a percutaneous delivery ap-
proach.

4. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the transition portion (40; 40’; 40"; 40’"; 40"")
of the replacement heart valve is generally conical.

5. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the inner retainer ring (112) engages the
proximal end of the valve frame and the outer retainer
ring (108) is positioned over the inner retainer ring
so that the proximal end (14; 14’; 14"; 14’"; 14"") of
the replacement heart valve is trapped therebe-
tween, securely attaching it to the delivery device.

6. The system of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the inner retainer ring (112) comprises teeth
(116) that engage tabs on the proximal end of the
valve frame.

Patentansprüche

1. System zur Implantierung einer Ersatzherzklappe
(10; 10’; 10’’; 10’’’; 10""), umfassend:

eine Zuführvorrichtung (100), umfassend:

eine innere Stütze (102) zur Aufnahme der
Ersatzherzklappe,
einen inneren Haltering (112) an der inne-
ren Stütze und
einen äußeren Haltering (108) zur ver-
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schiebbaren Ineingriffnahme des inneren
Halterings, um ein proximales Ende der Er-
satzherzklappe an der Zuführvorrichtung zu
befestigen, und

wobei die Ersatzherzklappe Folgendes um-
fasst:

einen selbstexpandierenden Rahmen (20;
20’; 20"; 20’’’; 20’’’’), an dem eine Vielzahl
von Klappensegeln angebracht sind, und
einen stromaufwärtigen Abschnitt (38; 38’;
38"; 38"’; 38’’’’), einen Übergangsabschnitt
(40; 40’; 40"; 40"’; 40’’’’) und einen strom-
abwärtigen Abschnitt (42; 42’; 42’’; 42’’’;
42’’’’), wobei der stromaufwärtige Abschnitt
einen Einflussdurchmesser an dem proxi-
malen Ende der Ersatzherzklappe hat und
der stromabwärtige Abschnitt einen Aus-
flussdurchmesser an dem distalen Ende
hat, wobei der Ausflussdurchmesser grö-
ßer als der Einflussdurchmesser ist,
wobei der Rahmen ein stromaufwärtiges
Ende und ein stromabwärtiges Ende hat,
wobei der Rahmen ferner eine Vielzahl von
ersten Ankern (24; 24’; 24"; 24’’’; 24"") um-
fasst, die zu dem stromaufwärtigen Ende
hin gerichtet sind.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Ersatzherzklap-
pe dazu ausgeführt ist, eine geschädigte oder er-
krankte Mitralklappe zu ersetzen.

3. System nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei die Zuführvorrichtung einen länglichen
Zuführkatheter umfasst, der dazu bemessen ist, in
einer perkutanen Zuführvorgehensweise durch die
Blutgefäße eines Patienten vorgeschoben zu wer-
den.

4. System nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei der Übergangsabschnitt (40; 40’; 40’’;
40’’’; 40"") der Ersatzherzklappe allgemein konisch
ist.

5. System nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei der innere Haltering (112) das proximale
Ende des Klappenrahmens in Eingriff nimmt und der
äußere Haltering (108) über dem inneren Haltering
positioniert ist, so dass das proximale Ende (14; 14’;
14"; 14’’’; 14"") der Ersatzherzklappe dazwischen
eingeschlossen ist, wodurch sie sicher an der Zu-
führvorrichtung angebracht ist.

6. System nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei der innere Haltering (112) Zähne (116)
umfasst, die Laschen an dem proximalen Ende des
Klappenrahmens in Eingriff nehmen.

Revendications

1. Système pour l’implantation d’une valvule cardiaque
de remplacement (10 ; 10’ ; 10’’ ; 10’’’ ; 10’’’’),
comprenant :

un dispositif d’installation (100) comprenant :

un support intérieur (102) pour recevoir la
valvule cardiaque de remplacement ;
une bague de retenue intérieure (112) sur
le support intérieur ; et
une bague de retenue extérieure (108) pré-
vue pour venir en prise de manière coulis-
sante avec la bague de retenue intérieure
pour fixer l’extrémité proximale de la valvule
cardiaque de remplacement sur le dispositif
d’installation ; et

la valvule cardiaque de remplacement
comprenant :

un cadre auto-expansible (20 ; 20’ ; 20’’ ;
20’’’ ; 20’’’’) auxquels sont attachés une plu-
ralité de feuillets de valvule, et
une portion amont (38 ; 38’ ; 38" ; 38’’’ ;
38’’’’), une portion de transition (40 ; 40’ ;
40’’ ; 40’’’ ; 40’’’’) et une portion aval (42 ;
42’ ; 42’’ ; 42’’’ ; 42’’’’), la portion amont
ayant un diamètre d’écoulement d’entrée
au niveau de l’extrémité proximale de la val-
vule cardiaque de remplacement et la por-
tion aval ayant un diamètre d’écoulement
de sortie à l’extrémité distale, le diamètre
d’écoulement de sortie étant supérieur au
diamètre d’écoulement d’entrée, le cadre
ayant une extrémité amont et une extrémité
aval, le cadre comprenant en outre une plu-
ralité de premiers ancrages (24 ; 24’ ; 24’’’’ ;
24’’’ ; 24’’’’) dirigés vers l’extrémité amont.

2. Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la val-
vule cardiaque de remplacement est prévue pour
remplacer une valvule mitrale endommagée ou ma-
lade.

3. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel le dispositif d’installation
comprend un cathéter d’installation allongé dimen-
sionné de manière à avancer à travers un système
vasculaire d’un patient dans le cas d’une approche
d’installation percutanée.

4. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la portion de transition
(40 ; 40’ ; 40’’ ; 40’’’ ; 40’’’’) de la valvule cardiaque
de remplacement est généralement conique.
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5. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la bague de retenue inté-
rieure (112) vient en prise avec l’extrémité proximale
du cadre de valvule et la bague de retenue extérieure
(108) est positionnée pardessus la bague de retenue
intérieure de telle sorte que l’extrémité proximale
(14 ; 14’ ; 14’’ ; 14’’’ ; 14’’’’) de la valvule cardiaque
de remplacement soit piégée entre elles, en l’atta-
chant fixement au dispositif d’installation.

6. Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, dans lequel la bague de retenue inté-
rieure (112) comprend des dents (116) qui viennent
en prise avec des languettes sur l’extrémité proxi-
male du cadre de valvule.
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