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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to telecommunications, in particular to wireless telecommunications.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Wireless telecommunications systems are well-known. Many such systems are cellular, in that radio coverage
is provided by a bundle of radio coverage areas known as cells. A base station that provides radio coverage is located
in each cell. Traditional base stations provide coverage in relatively large geographic areas and the corresponding cells
are often referred to as macrocells.
[0003] It is possible to establish smaller sized cells within a macrocell. Cells that are smaller than macrocells are
sometimes referred to as small cells, microcells, picocells, or femtocells, but we use the terms small cells and femtocells
interchangeably and generically for cells that are smaller than macrocells. One way to establish a femtocell is to provide
a femtocell base station that operates within a relatively limited range within the coverage area of a macrocell. One
example of use of a femtocell base station is to provide wireless communication coverage within a building.
[0004] The femtocell base station is of a relatively low transmit power and hence each femtocell is of a small coverage
area compared to a macrocell. A typical coverage range is tens of metres.
[0005] Femtocell base stations have auto-configuring properties so as to support plug-and play deployment by users,
for example in which femto base stations may integrate themselves into an existing macrocell network so as to connect
to the core network of the macrocell network.
[0006] One known type of Femtocell base station uses a broadband Internet Protocol connection as "backhaul", namely
for connecting to the core network. One type of broadband Internet Protocol connection is a Digital Subscriber Line
(DSL). The DSL connects a DSL transmitter-receiver ("transceiver") of the femtocell base station to the core network.
The DSL allows voice calls and other services provided via the femtocell base station to be supported. The femtocell
base station also includes a radio frequency (RF) transceiver connected to an antenna for radio communications. An
alternative to such a wired broadband backhaul is to have a wireless backhaul.
[0007] Femtocell base stations are sometimes referred to as femtos.
[0008] The small coverage range of small cells means that the radio spectrum can be used much more efficiently than
is achievable using macrocells alone, and as the radio link between small cell base station and a user terminal is small,
good quality links are possible giving high data rates. However, radio interactions between femtos and macrocells need
to be managed. Specifically, radio interference is known to be an issue to be addressed in joint deployments of femtos
within macrocellular networks.
[0009] As regards the use of radio spectrum, small cells and macrocells can be deployed in basically two ways. One
is to use dedicated channels so that small cells use different frequency bands to the macrocells, and hence there is no
interference; and the other is co-channel use where the same frequency bands are used by both small cells and mac-
rocells. Despite the interference caused, co-channel operation is desirable as it provides greater use of bandwidth, but
interference needs to be minimised. In addition to interference between femtos and macrocells, the likely future dense
deployment of femtos will require management of interference between femtos (so-called "intra femtocell interference")
even when the macrocells and femtos use different frequency bands.
[0010] Interference may be considered from the perspective of macrocell base stations or femtocell base stations,
and in the downlink direction from a base station or in the uplink direction to a base station. However, for femtos connected
to user terminals, transmit power is very low in both uplink and downlink directions, particularly as interference to
macrocells by femto users is required to be low. In consequence, interference caused to a femto by a macrocell base
station is normally more significant than the other way round.
[0011] Known femtos use static antenna systems with adjustable output power, where the antennas are simple dipoles
or printed-circuit-board (PCB) antennas. Such antennas have low gain and basically provide omni-directional fixed
coverage patterns.
[0012] European Patent Application EP-A-2161851 and International (P.C.T.) Patent Application WO 99/38275 provide
technical background. It is known from EP-A-2161851 to provide a method in a femtocell base station comprising multiple
antennas of controlling reception pattern by selecting a subset of the antennas for use; the method comprising determining
a ranking value for each of subsets of the antennas dependent upon measurements of received signal quality, and
choosing the subset of the antennas for use that provides the highest ranking value.

Summary

[0013] The present invention is characterised over the disclosure of EP-A-2161851 in that in each test interval between
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use periods, a single subset of the antennas is tested and its ranking is compared to that of the one of the subsets of
antennas that was last used, so as to determine for use the subset of the antennas that provides the highest ranking.
[0014] The reader is referred to the appended independent claims. Some preferred features are laid out in the de-
pendent claims.
[0015] An example of the present invention is a method in a small cell base station comprising switchable antennas
of controlling reception pattern by selecting a subset of the antennas for use. The method comprises determining a
ranking value for each of subsets of the antennas dependent upon measurements of received signal quality, and choosing
the subset of the antennas for use that provides the highest ranking value.
[0016] Some preferred embodiments involve dynamically choosing the antenna subset, in other words, antenna or
antenna combination, that is optimum or near optimum, in a manner that is simple, fast and responsive to changes in
the radio environment. Some preferred embodiments provide a good way to select antennas so as to mitigate radio
interference. Some preferred embodiments involve a systematic evaluation of available antenna subsets to choose, for
use, the one with a highest ranking. Some preferred embodiments involve periodically evaluating various antenna subsets
so as to be adaptive to changes in the radio environment.
[0017] Some preferred embodiments involve intelligently selecting antenna subsets for testing and possible use,
reducing performance losses due to incorrect antenna selection, and adaptive learning from previous evaluations of
antenna subsets.
[0018] In some preferred embodiments, excessive testing of unsuitable antenna subsets is avoided.
[0019] Some preferred embodiments function in real-time, so heavy computation is not involved. Also, some preferred
embodiments are responsive to changes in the radio environment, such as due to user terminal mobility and the initiation
of new voice calls or data sessions.
[0020] Compared to the known approach of using an omni-directional antenna, uplink interference to signals from the
small cell-connected user terminals may be reduced. Lower transmit powers from small cell base stations may result,
giving longer battery life and ’greener’ communications. As a possible additional benefit, downlink interference from the
small cell base station to users of other base stations may also be reduced in consequence.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0021] Embodiments of the present invention will now be described by way of example and with reference to the
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a diagram illustrating a wireless communications network according to a first embodiment of the present
invention,
Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating an example femtocell base station deployment within one macrocell shown in Figure
1,
Figure 3 is a diagram illustrating a femto with a multi-element switchable antenna,
Figure 4 is a diagram illustrating in greater detail some circuitry in the femto shown in Figure 3,
Figure 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of the iterative femto operating cycle involving using a selected antenna
subset (first use period), testing an antenna subset (testing interval) to choose an antenna subset for subsequent
use, then using chosen antenna subset (second use period), and
Figure 6 is a diagram illustrating learning rate factor adaptation for an antenna subset as a function of time since
previous testing of that antenna subset.

Detailed Description

[0022] The inventors realised that implementing classic beam forming, namely the use of multiple antenna elements
with particular amplitudes and phase shifts is not feasible in femtos.
[0023] The inventors realised that use of a multi-element switchable antenna is useful for interference mitigation. This
is where a number of antennas are provided and a switch is used to select which antenna or combination of antennas
to use. The inventors realised that the computational complexity of this approach is generally low, but as it depends on
the number of antennas being used, use of more than two antennas at a time is usually avoided.
[0024] The inventors realised that to make effective use of this approach, interference must be managed by addressing
how to dynamically select an antenna pattern giving a good signal, from the user terminal of interest, with little interference.
[0025] We now describe example embodiments of the invention starting with a description of the network before
describing a femtocell base station and its functionality. The functionality is based on cycles each involving intelligent
selection of an antenna subset to test, testing of the antenna subset, and intelligent choice of an antenna subset for use
in communications.
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Network

[0026] As shown in Figures 1 and 2, a network 10 for wireless communications, through which a user terminal 34 may
roam, includes two types of base station, namely macrocell base stations and femtocell base stations (the latter being
sometimes called "femtos"). One macrocell base station 22 is shown in Figures 1 and 2 for simplicity. Each macrocell
base station has a radio coverage area 24 that is often referred to as a macrocell. The geographic extent of the macrocell
24 depends on the capabilities of the macrocell base station 22 and the surrounding geography.
[0027] Within the macrocell 24, each femtocell base station 30 provides wireless communications within a correspond-
ing femtocell 32. A femtocell is a radio coverage area. The radio coverage area of the femtocell 32 is much less than
that of the macrocell 24. For example, the femtocell 32 corresponds in size to a user’s office or home.
[0028] As shown in Figure 1, the network 10 is managed by a radio network controller, RNC, 170. The radio network
controller, RNC, 170 controls the operation, for example by communicating with macrocell base stations 22 via a backhaul
communications link 160. The radio network controller 170 maintains a neighbour list which includes information about
the geographical relationship between cells supported by base stations. In addition, the radio network controller 170
maintains location information which provides information on the location of the user equipment within the wireless
communications system 10. The radio network controller 170 is operable to route traffic via circuit-switched and packet-
switched networks. For circuit-switched traffic, a mobile switching centre 250 is provided with which the radio network
controller 170 may communicate. The mobile switching centre 250 communicates with a circuit-switched network such
as a public switched telephone network (PSTN) 210. For packet-switched traffic, the network controller 170 communicates
with serving general packet radio service support nodes (SGSNs) 220 and a gateway general packet radio support node
(GGSN) 180. The GGSN then communicates with a packet-switch core 190 such as, for example, the Internet.
[0029] The MSC 250 , SGSN 220, GGSN 180 and operator IP network constitute a so-called core network 253. The
SGSN 220 and GGSN 180 are connected by an operator IP network 215 to a femtocell controller/gateway 230.
[0030] The femtocell controller/gateway 230 is connected via the Internet 190 to the femtocell base stations 30. These
connections to the femtocell controller/gateway 230 are broadband Internet Protocol connections ("backhaul") connec-
tions.
[0031] In Figure 2, three femtocell base stations 30 and corresponding femtocells 32 are shown for simplicity.
[0032] It is possible for a mobile terminal 34 within the macrocell 24 to communicate with the macrocell base station
22. When the mobile terminal 34 enters into a femtocell 32 for which the mobile terminal is registered for communications
within the femtocell base station 30, it is desirable to handover the connection with the mobile terminal from the macrocell
to the femtocell. In the example shown in Figure 2, the user of mobile terminal 34 is a preferred user of the nearest 32’
of the femtocells 32.
[0033] As shown in Figure 2, the femtocell base stations 30 are connected via the broadband Internet Protocol con-
nections ("backhaul") 36 to the core network (not shown in Figure 2) and hence the rest of the telecommunications
"world" (not shown in Figure 2). The "backhaul" connections 36 allow communications between the femtocell base
stations 30 through the core network (not shown). The macrocell base station is also connected to the core network (not
shown in Figure 2).

Femtocell base station

[0034] As shown in Figure 3, the femto includes processing circuitry 50 connected to a backhaul interface 52 connected
to a backhaul DSL line 36. The processing circuitry is connected to transmit amplifier 58 and receive amplifier 60 that
are both connected to a diplexer 62. The diplexer 62 is connected to a switch 64. The switch 64 is a one-to-four switch
having four outputs 66 each connected to a respective antenna (sometimes referred to as an antenna element) 68. For
computational simplicity and to keep impedance mismatches within acceptable limits, not more than two antenna ele-
ments are connected at any one time. Accordingly for the four antenna system there is a total of ten antenna patterns
possible (in other words, ten antenna subsets, in other words a choice of ten different antennas or antenna combinations,
are possible). Namely, these are the four antennas individually, plus six possible combinations of two antennas (namely
first and second, first and third, first and fourth, second and third, second and fourth, and third and fourth).
[0035] In this example the antenna elements are each patch antennas being small and ease to connect within the
housing of the femto which is approximately 17 by 15 by 3.5 centimetres in size, and contains a single main circuit
board(not specifically shown). Patch antennas are flat in shape and easily located in the base station placed parallel to
the main circuit board.
[0036] As shown in Figure 4, the circuitry 50 of the femto 30, includes a processor 51 operative to determine received
Signal-to-Interference Ratio, SIR, a comparator 53 operative to compare the determined values to a target SIR value,
and a user terminal transmit power controller 55. The circuitry 50 also includes a switch controller 57 connected to the
switch 64.
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Femtocell Base Station Function

[0037] At any given time the femto should be operating with a radio reception pattern which provides high gain towards
the a femto-connected user terminal and low gain towards other user terminals, such as macrocell-connected users and
users connected to other femtos. The fitness of each pattern is judged by assessing the transmission power required
from the user terminal connected to the femto that satisfies an uplink Signal to Interference ratio, SIR, requirement of
the femto. As the femto uses WCDMA technology, and the transmission power of the user terminal is controlled by the
femto in a fast power uplink control mechanism, the femto monitors the relative power of its users even if the actual
initial power is unknown. Accordingly the femto, particularly its processor 51, performs frequent repeat measurement of
received Signal-to-Interference ratio, and each time, the comparator 53 compares the result to the target SIR requirement.
Upon finding that the measured SIR exceeds the Target SIR, the femto, specifically the user terminal power controller
55, commands the user terminal to lower its transmit power. On the other hand, upon measured SIR going below the
Target SIR, the femto commands the user terminal to increase its transmit power. Accordingly, in this way, the transmit
power of the user terminal relative to the initial transmit power of the user terminal is known to the femto.

Testing of antenna subsets

[0038] The switch controller 57 controls the switch 64 so that the femto tries possible antenna subsets (effectively
possible antenna patterns), and selects for use the most appropriate one, namely the one requiring low transmit power
to satisfy the SIR target, else if the maximum uplink transmit power is reached but the SIR target is not reached, the
antenna subset giving the best SIR is selected for use.
[0039] The inventors realised that, on the one hand, frequent testing of antenna subsets would result in fast adaptation
in a dynamically changing radio environment but because some of the antenna subsets might perform poorly, frequent
drops in SIR might occur. The inventors also realised that very frequent SIR measurements may not be acceptable in
view of limits for acceptable packet loss and packet delay, assuming retransmission is allowed. The inventors realised
that how to test antenna subsets was a trade-off, aimed at providing reasonable fast adaptation but an acceptable packet
loss rate and packet delay.

Testing one antenna subset in each interval between use periods

[0040] The inventors realised that testing all antenna subsets in a testing interval before each use period would be
excessive. The inventors also realised that totally avoiding testing antenna subsets that had performed poorly in the
past would be disadvantageous in a changing radio environment where an antenna subset might perform better after a
time. Accordingly the inventors came to the following approach.
[0041] As shown in Figure 5, a single antenna subset is tested in each testing interval 59 between use periods 61. It
can be considered that there are cycles of operation, each cycle having an antenna subset testing phase 59 followed
by a use period 61 using the best found antenna subset so far, according to a ranking scheme explained in more detail
below.
[0042] The interval required to test a single antenna subset is one UMTS time slot (equivalent to 0.66 milliseconds)
because this is the rate at which an SIR evaluation is possible being the time between measurement reports provided
for power control in line with the UMTS standard.
[0043] This approach can be considered as a distributed testing scheme in which errors due to power fluctuations,
and consequential SIR drops, in the uplink direction are likely small during testing, because the testing intervals are short.
[0044] Additionally, to combat potential SIR drops down to unacceptable levels during testing, user terminals connected
to the femto are commanded to temporarily increase their transmit power just before the testing occurs. This is described
in more detail later below.
[0045] As explained in more detail below, from the testing, the various antenna subsets are ranked. After a smoothing
operation as explained below with reference to Figure 6, the antenna subset with the best ranking is selected and used.
The rankings are, of course, updated over time.

Ranking the antenna subsets

[0046] The ranking is dependent upon the radio environment, the user terminal’s location, and the radio channel
properties. The ranking may be considered an estimate of how well a particular antenna subset can capture the user
terminal of interest and simultaneously avoid interfering users. This means high antenna gain toward the user terminal
of interest and low antenna gain towards interfering users. Since only the the relative values of the rankings are important,
the (raw) ranking R of antenna subset x is the difference between the observed SIR (in dB) for that antenna subset and
the uplink transmit power of the user terminal (in dBm). This is shown mathematically as 
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[0047] As mentioned previously, since the uplink transmission powers of user terminals connected to the femto are
controlled by the femto, the femto tracks the transmit power of each of the user terminals. (The transmit power as tracked
are relative transmit powers, being relative to a respective initial transmit power.)
[0048] Except for the time slots at which testing occurs (the testing interval), at each time slot the femto compares the
ranking of the possible antenna subsets and selects the one with the highest ranking for use.

Updating the ranking of antenna subsets

[0049] As mentioned previously, SIR values are calculated at each time slot for power control of the user terminals.
Hence a new estimate of ranking value is determined every time slot for the current (in use or being tested) antenna subset.
[0050] The changes of ranking values are smoothed so that the updated (smoothed) ranking value R(x) is the old
value (R(x)old) + a weighted difference between the old value and the estimated new (raw) value (R(x)new). This can be
considered a temporal difference averaging method according to 

 where α is the learning rate between 0 and 1. A higher learning rate suppresses contributions due to older measurements
faster than a lower learning rate and the learning rate is adaptively changed dependent on the time since that antenna
subset was last tested.
[0051] As shown in Figure 6, specifically an ascending second order convex function is used, namely 

where N(x) is the time in timeslots since last testing or using of antenna subset x, and K and c are constants. Specifically,
c is the minimum learning rate and K is a scaling factor that defines the slope of the curve.
[0052] The effect is that if measurements are close together in time, averaging is useful and a low learning rate is
expected. On the other hand, if the time between measurements is long, then the chance that older measurements are
outdated increases, so a quicker adaptation to later measurements becomes desirable and hence a higher learning rate
is used.
[0053] The inventors realised that this smoothing was appropriate because, on the one hand, an alternative of com-
pletely replacing the old value with the new would be undesirable because the ranking would be very susceptible to
errors if based on merely a measurement in a single time slot subject high frequency noise, but, on the other hand, as
the radio environment changes over time, fairly rapid adaptation of ranking is desirable.
[0054] As a practical matter, if a previous measurement is older than 5 seconds (7500 UMTS time slots) the previous
ranking is fully over-written completely (in other words, α=1).

Choosing which antenna subset to test

[0055] The choice of use period duration, in other words the temporal separation between testing intervals, is a trade-
off between the rate of adaptation of the femto to its radio environment and the risk of SIR drops due to testing of a poor
performing antenna subset. In this example, a use period of between approximately 50 and 150 UMTS time slots, in
other words 0.03 to 0.1 milliseconds is appropriate. For example one testing interval (1 UMTS time slot) occurs after a
use period of approximately 100 UMTS timeslots.
[0056] In each testing interval, an antenna subset other than the one currently in use is tested. In deciding which
antenna subset to test, in addition to ranking values, the time since that antenna subset was last measured, in other
words, last tested or used, is also considered. The reason for this is that the performance of an antenna subset is very
much dependent on time-varying factors such as the user terminal location, the local environment and radio channels
used, so a poorly-performing antenna subset may get better after a time.
[0057] In this example a simple and linear combination of the two metrics is used, (although in other embodiments,
the two metrics are combined in different ways.) Specifically, the choice of which antenna subset to test is the one which
gives the highest sum of its Ranking and time since last tested appropriately scaled. This is 
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where Explore(x) is the measure of suitability of the antenna subset ’x’ for test and N(x) is the number of time slots from
the previous test, or use, of the antenna subset ’x’ and ε is a scaling factor.
[0058] The value of Explore is determined for all antenna subsets except the one that is currently in use and the
antenna subset giving the highest Explore value is selected for testing.

Power increase before testing

[0059] There is always a degree of risk due to SIR drops during testing, even though the intelligent choice of antenna
subset to test reduces this risk. Accordingly, to minimise the impact of SIR drops, for the testing interval the transmit
power is increased of user terminals connected to the femto. This is effected by sending a power control command from
the femto to the user terminals.
[0060] A maximum transmit power increase (PMax_Explor) is set so as to avoid excessive interference to other user
terminals, however the maximum increase is often unnecessary. The increase in transmit power to command is calculated
based on antenna ranking, or based on statistical similarity, or based on both antenna ranking and statistical similarity.
These three options are now described in turn.

Calculating Power Increase based on Antenna Ranking

[0061] In this first approach, accurate rankings are assumed for this purpose and the power increase to be applied is
simply determined based on the difference between the two ranking values. Specifically the power increase is the less
of the maximum allowed power increase before the test interval (PMax_Explore)and the difference between the ranking
value of the last used antenna subset (that use being in the last use period) and the ranking value of the antenna subset
under test. This is on that assumption that the ranking of the last used one is higher than the ranking of the one under
test, which is appropriate as the antenna subset with highest ranking is in use/ selected for use.
[0062] The above may be written mathematically as: 

where 

Calculating Power Increase based on Statistical Similarity

[0063] In an otherwise similar embodiment, the statistical similarity of the gain patterns of the two antenna subsets
(the one used in the last use period and the one under test) is used instead to determine the level of the power increase
to apply. This does not rely on an assumption that ranking values are accurate.
[0064] The idea is that if the patterns are found to be very different then, to be on the safe side, a larger power increase
is more appropriate.
[0065] In this approach, a similarity index is determined.
[0066] The similarity index is a value in range of [0,1] and is defined as the ratio of the common area between the two
antenna patterns divided by the maximum of the areas under the two patterns. In other words, if g(m,θ) represents the
gain pattern of the mth antenna pattern. The index of similarity between pattern n and m is defined as 
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[0067] In this approach the power increase before testing is set based merely on the degree of similarity between the
two patterns: the more the two antenna subsets are dissimilar in this regard, the more should power be increased before
the test. This follows: 

where I is the similarity index.
[0068] The femto includes a look-up table in which the similarity index values are stored. Given n individual antenna
subset possibilities the femto stores n* (n-1) similarity index values.

Calculating Power Increase based on both Antenna Ranking and Statistical Similarity

[0069] In a further otherwise similar embodiment, both the antenna ranking and the statistical similarity of the gain
patterns of the two antenna subsets are used to determine the level of the power increase to apply.
[0070] This approach may be considered a useful compromise between the two approaches described above, where
one assumes fully accurate ranking estimations and the other is purely based on general statistical similarity between
the patterns of the antenna subsets.
[0071] Accordingly, in this example the actual power increase is considered as a weighted combination of those two
metrics 

where 

[0072] The weightings of each power increase component reflects the certainty level of the ranking estimations, which
is heavily dependent on the time from the previous evaluation of the ranking of the antenna subset under test.
[0073] In its simplest form, Wranking is selected to be a linearly decreasing function of N(x), where x is the antenna
subset to be tried out and with offset of 1 at start, for example: 

where T_deccor is the decorrelation time of the system (expressed in the same units as N(x), namely either pure time
or the number time slots, in such way that if the previous evaluations were older than T_deccor (N(x)> T_decorr), the
system would merely uses statistical similarity of the patterns to determine the power increase to be applied.
[0074] It may be considered that, in this example, the level of power increase is determined dependent upon the
difference between the last determined ranking value of the last used subset of antennas and the last determined ranking
value of the subset being measured; and also dependent upon an index of the similarity between the respective radio
reception patterns of the two subsets of antennas. In determining the level of power increase to apply, the difference
and the index are relatively-weighted, the weighting being dependent upon time since the antenna subset under test
was last tested.
[0075] In some example systems there are a limited number of antenna subsets (for example ten when a femto having
four antennas uses a maximum of two antennas at any time), and the base station readily tracks ranking values and
time since previous testing of an antenna subset. Furthermore, as regards instructing an increase of the power of user
terminals for testing of an antenna subset, the femto includes a look up table which stores the similarity index values.

General

[0076] The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms without departing from its essential character-
istics. The described embodiments are to be considered in all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The scope
of the invention is, therefore, indicated by the appended claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
that come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the claims are to be embraced within their scope.
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[0077] In some alternative embodiments, Inverted-F-antennas (IFAs) are used in place of patch antennas. An IFA
antenna is easily placed to the upper two corners of the circuit board or is implemented directly on the main circuit board
as a printed antenna.
[0078] A person skilled in the art would readily recognize that steps of various above-described methods can be
performed by programmed computers. Some embodiments relate to program storage devices, e.g., digital data storage
media, which are machine or computer readable and encode machine-executable or computer-executable programs of
instructions, wherein said instructions perform some or all of the steps of said above-described methods. The program
storage devices may be, e.g., digital memories, magnetic storage media such as a magnetic disks and magnetic tapes,
hard drives, or optically readable digital data storage media. Some embodiments involve computers programmed to
perform said steps of the above-described methods.

Claims

1. A method in a femtocell base station (30) comprising multiple antennas (68) of controlling reception pattern by
selecting a subset of the antennas for use;

the method comprising determining a ranking value for each of subsets of the antennas (68) dependent upon
measurements of received signal quality, and choosing the subset of the antennas for use that provides the
highest ranking value;
characterised in that, in each test interval (59) between use periods (61), a single subset of the antennas is
tested (51,53) and its ranking is compared to that of the one of the subsets of antennas that was last used, so
as to determine for use the subset of the antennas that provides the highest ranking.

2. A method according to claim 1, in which the measurements (51) are of the difference between received signal to
interference ratio of a signal received from a user terminal and transmit power of the user terminal.

3. A method according to claim 2, in which the femtocell base station knows the transmit power of the user terminal
as the femtocell base station controls that transmit power.

4. A method according to any preceding claim in which the test interval (59) is a single time slot, and each use period
is 25 to 75 time slots.

5. A method according to claim 4, in which each time slot is of 0.66 milliseconds.

6. A method according to any preceding claim, in which the measurement of an antenna subset is used to update a
previously determined ranking value for that subset, weighting given to the measurement depending upon the time
since last measurement of that subset, to provide the ranking value.

7. A method according to claim 6, in which more weight is given to the measurement where the last measurement is
relatively old.

8. A method according to claim 6 or claim 7, in which up to a predetermined time since last measurement, the weight
is a second order function dependent upon the time since last measurement, the weight being between a positive
minimum and a maximum of one.

9. A method according to any preceding claim, in which the choice of which subset of antennas to test is determined
from ranking value and time since last measurement.

10. A method according to claim 9, in which the subset is chosen for testing having the highest value for the sum of its
ranking value and its scaled time since last measurement.

11. A method according to any preceding claim, in which the femtocell base station sends (55) an instruction for user
terminals connected to the small cell base station to temporarily increase their transmit power for the measurement.

12. A method according to claim 11, in which the level of power increase is determined dependent upon the difference
between the last determined ranking value of the last used subset of antennas and the last determined ranking
value of the subset being measured.
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13. A method according to claim 11 or claim 12, in which the level of power increase is determined dependent upon,
or also dependent upon, an index of similarity between the respective radio reception patterns of the two subsets
of antennas.

14. A femtocell base station comprising multiple antennas (68),

a controller (57) configured to control reception pattern by selecting a subset of the antennas for use,
a processor (53) configured to determine a ranking value for each of subsets of the antennas dependent upon
measurements (51) of received signal quality, and
a selector (57,64) configured to choose the subset of the antennas for use that provides the highest ranking
value; characterised in that
in each test interval (59) between use periods (61), a single subset of the antennas is tested and its ranking is
compared to that of the one of the subsets of antennas that was last used, so as to determine for use the subset
of the antennas that provides the highest ranking.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren in einer Femtozellen-Basisstation (30) mit mehreren Antennen (68) zur Steuerung eines Empfangsmusters
durch Auswahl eines Teilsatzes der zu verwendenden Antennen;
wobei das Verfahren das Bestimmen eines Reihungswertes für jeden der Teilsätze der Antennen (68) in Abhängigkeit
von Messungen der empfangenen Signalqualität und das Auswählen des Teilsatzes der zu verwendenden Antennen
umfasst, der den höchsten Reihungswert liefert;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass in jedem Testintervall (59) zwischen Nutzungsperioden (61) ein einzelner Teilsatz
der Antennen getestet wird (51, 53) und seine Reihung mit jener von demjenigen der Teilsätze von Antennen
verglichen wird, der zuletzt verwendet wurde, um für die Verwendung den Teilsatz der Antennen zu bestimmen,
der die höchste Reihung liefert.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Messungen (51) den Unterschied zwischen empfangenem Signal-Störab-
stand eines Signals, das von einem Benutzerendgerät empfangen wird, und der Sendeleistung des Benutzerend-
geräts betreffen.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei die Femtozellen-Basisstation die Sendeleistung des Benutzerendgeräts kennt,
da die Femtozellen-Basisstation diese Sendeleistung steuert.

4. Verfahren nach einem beliebigen vorstehenden Anspruch, wobei das Testintervall (59) ein einzelner Zeitschlitz ist
und jede Nutzungsperiode 25 bis 75 Zeitschlitze umfasst.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei jeder Zeitschlitz 0,66 Millisekunden beträgt.

6. Verfahren nach einem beliebigen vorstehenden Anspruch, wobei die Messung eines Antennenteilsatzes zum Ak-
tualisieren eines zuvor bestimmten Reihungswertes für diesen Teilsatz verwendet wird, wobei die Messung in
Abhängigkeit von der Zeit seit der letzten Messung dieses Teilsatzes gewichtet wird, um den Reihungswert zu liefern.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei der Messung, wo die letzte Messung relativ alt ist, mehr Gewicht verliehen wird.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6 oder Anspruch 7, wobei bis zu einer vorausbestimmten Zeit seit der letzten Messung
das Gewicht eine quadratische Funktion in Abhängigkeit von der Zeit seit der letzten Messung ist, wobei das Gewicht
zwischen einem positiven Minimum und einem Maximum von eins liegt.

9. Verfahren nach einem beliebigen vorstehenden Anspruch, wobei die Auswahl, welcher Teilsatz von Antennen zu
testen ist, vom Reihungswert und der Zeit seit der letzten Messung bestimmt wird.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, wobei der Teilsatz zum Testen ausgewählt wird, der den höchsten Wert bei der Summe
seines Reihungswertes und seiner skalierten Zeit seit der letzten Messung aufweist.

11. Verfahren nach einem beliebigen vorstehenden Anspruch, wobei die Femtozellen-Basisstation eine Anweisung für
Benutzerendgeräte sendet (55), die mit der kleinzelligen Basisstation verbunden sind, um deren Sendeleistung für
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die Messung vorübergehend zu erhöhen.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, wobei der Grad der Leistungszunahme in Abhängigkeit von der Differenz zwischen
dem zuletzt bestimmten Reihungswert des zuletzt verwendeten Teilsatzes von Antennen und dem zuletzt bestimm-
ten Reihungswert des gerade gemessenen Teilsatzes bestimmt wird.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11 oder Anspruch 12, wobei der Grad der Leistungszunahme bestimmt wird in Abhän-
gigkeit von, oder auch abhängig von, einem Index der Ähnlichkeit zwischen den jeweiligen Funkempfangsmustern
der zwei Teilsätze von Antennen.

14. Femtozellen-Basisstation mit mehreren Antennen (68),
einem Controller (57), der ausgelegt ist zur Steuerung eines Empfangsmusters durch Auswahl eines Teilsatzes der
zu verwendenden Antennen,
einem Prozessor (53), der ausgelegt ist zum Bestimmen eines Reihungswertes für jeden der Teilsätze der Antennen
in Abhängigkeit von Messungen (51) der empfangenen Signalqualität, und
einer Auswahlvorrichtung (57, 64), die ausgelegt ist zum Auswählen des Teilsatzes der zu verwendenden Antennen,
der den höchsten Reihungswert liefert; dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
in jedem Testintervall (59) zwischen Nutzungsperioden (61) ein einzelner Teilsatz der Antennen getestet wird und
seine Reihung mit jener von demjenigen der Teilsätze von Antennen verglichen wird, der zuletzt verwendet wurde,
um für die Verwendung den Teilsatz der Antennen zu bestimmen, der die höchste Reihung liefert.

Revendications

1. Procédé dans une station de base de femtocellule (30) comprenant des antennes multiples (68) destiné à commander
un diagramme de réception en sélectionnant un sous-ensemble des antennes à utiliser ;
le procédé comprenant la détermination d’une valeur de classement pour chacun des sous-ensembles des antennes
(68) en fonction de mesures d’une qualité de signal reçu, et la sélection du sous-ensemble des antennes à utiliser
qui a la valeur de classement la plus élevée ;
caractérisé en ce que, dans chaque intervalle de test (59) entre des périodes d’utilisation (61), un sous-ensemble
unique des antennes est testé (51, 53) et son classement est comparé à celui du sous-ensemble parmi les sous-
ensembles d’antennes qui a été utilisé en dernier, afin de déterminer pour l’utilisation le sous-ensemble des antennes
qui a le classement le plus élevé.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les mesures (51) sont la différence entre un rapport signal sur inter-
férence reçu d’un signal provenant d’un terminal utilisateur et une puissance d’émission du terminal utilisateur.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la station de base de femtocellule connaît la puissance d’émission
du terminal utilisateur puisque la station de base de femtocellule commande cette puissance d’émission.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes dans lequel l’intervalle de test (59) est un créneau
temporel unique, et chaque période d’utilisation représente de 25 à 75 créneaux temporels.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel chaque créneau temporel est de 0,66 millisecondes.

6. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel la mesure d’un sous-ensemble d’an-
tennes est utilisée pour mettre à jour une valeur de classement précédemment déterminée pour ce sous-ensemble,
la pondération donnée à la mesure dépendant du temps écoulé depuis la dernière mesure de ce sous-ensemble,
pour avoir la valeur de classement.

7. Procédé selon la revendication 6, dans lequel davantage de poids est donné à la mesure où la dernière mesure
est relativement ancienne.

8. Procédé selon la revendication 6 ou la revendication 7, dans lequel jusqu’à un temps prédéterminé écoulé depuis
la dernière mesure, le poids est une fonction de second ordre dépendant du temps écoulé depuis la dernière mesure,
le poids étant compris entre une valeur minimum positive et une valeur maximum de un.

9. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel le choix du sous-ensemble d’antennes
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à tester est déterminé à partir de la valeur de classement et du temps écoulé depuis la dernière mesure.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, dans lequel le sous-ensemble est choisi pour un test ayant la valeur la plus élevée
de la somme de sa valeur de classement et de son temps échelonné depuis la dernière mesure.

11. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications précédentes, dans lequel la station de base de femtocellule
envoie (55) une instruction pour des terminaux utilisateurs connectés à la station de base de petites cellules afin
d’augmenter temporairement leur puissance d’émission pour la mesure.

12. Procédé selon la revendication 11, dans lequel le niveau d’augmentation de puissance est déterminé en fonction
de la différence entre la valeur de classement déterminée en dernier du sous-ensemble d’antennes utilisé en dernier
et la valeur de classement déterminée en dernier du sous-ensemble mesuré.

13. Procédé selon la revendication 11 ou la revendication 12, dans lequel le niveau d’augmentation de puissance est
déterminé également en fonction d’un indice de similarité entre les diagrammes de réception radio respectifs des
deux sous-ensembles d’antennes.

14. Station de base de femtocellule comprenant des antennes multiples (68),
un dispositif de commande (57) configuré pour commander un diagramme de réception en sélectionnant un sous-
ensemble des antennes à utiliser,
un processeur (53) configuré pour déterminer une valeur de classement pour chacun des sous-ensembles des
antennes en fonction de mesures (51) d’une qualité de signal reçu, et un sélecteur (57, 64) configuré pour choisir
le sous-ensemble des antennes à utiliser qui a la valeur de classement la plus élevée ; caractérisée en ce que
dans chaque intervalle de test (59) entre des périodes d’utilisation (61), un sous-ensemble unique des antennes
est testé et son classement est comparé à celui du sous-ensemble parmi les sous-ensembles d’antennes qui a été
utilisé en dernier, afin de déterminer pour l’utilisation le sous-ensemble des antennes qui a le classement le plus élevé.
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