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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present application relates generally to wireless communications and, more specifically, to a technique for
improved interference power estimation.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Modern communication systems include transceivers that comprise a plurality of antennas arranged in a plurality
of configurations. In order to convey information using these transceivers, information relating to the configuration of the
antennas needs to be communicated to the device communicating with the transceiver. However, this communication
requires considerable bandwidth and is not easily done. The conveyance of the configuration of the antennas represents
significant overhead to a communication system. Therefore, there is a need in the art for an improved system and method
for conveying antenna configuration information.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] In the appended claims a system and a method for transmitting data related to the configuration of transmit
antennas are disclosed.
[0004] Before undertaking the DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION below, it may be advantageous to
set forth definitions of certain words and phrases used throughout this patent document: the terms "include" and "com-
prise," as well as derivatives thereof, mean inclusion without limitation; the term "or," is inclusive, meaning and/or; the
phrases "associated with" and "associated therewith," as well as derivatives thereof, may mean to include, be included
within, interconnect with, contain, be contained within, connect to or with, couple to or with, be communicable with,
cooperate with, interleave, juxtapose, be proximate to, be bound to or with, have, have a property of, or the like; and the
term "controller" means any device, system or part thereof that controls at least one operation, such a device may be
implemented in hardware, firmware or software, or some combination of at least two of the same. It should be noted
that the functionality associated with any particular controller may be centralized or distributed, whether locally or remotely.
Definitions for certain words and phrases are provided throughout this patent document, those of ordinary skill in the art
should understand that in many, if not most instances, such definitions apply to prior, as well as future uses of such
defined words and phrases.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] For a more complete understanding of the present disclosure and its advantages, reference is now made to
the following description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which like reference numerals represent
like parts:

FIGURE 1 illustrates an exemplary wireless network that transmits ACK/NACK messages in the uplink according
to the principles of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 2 is a high-level diagram of an OFDMA transmitter according to one embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 3 is a high-level diagram of an OFDMA receiver according to one embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 4 is a high-level diagram of a transmission chain according to one embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 5 is a diagram of a constellation mapping of QPSK modulation according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure;
FIGURE 6 is a diagram of a modified constellation mapping of QPSK modulation according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure;
FIGURE 7 is a diagram of a second modified constellation mapping of QPSK modulation according to one embod-
iment of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 8 is a diagram of a third modified constellation mapping of QPSK modulation according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 9 is a diagram of a fourth modified constellation mapping of QPSK modulation according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 10 is an example of a transport chain illustrating constellation remapping according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure;
FIGURE 11 is a flowchart of the interpretation of signals by a subscriber station according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure;
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FIGURE 12 is a block diagram of the mapping of constellations and CRC masking according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 13 is a block diagram of CRC masking according to one embodiment of the present disclosure;
FIGURE 14 is a flowchart of the interpretation of signals by a subscriber station according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure;
FIGURE 15 is a block diagram of the remapping of constellations and CRC mapping according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure; and
FIGURE 16 is a flowchart of the interpretation of signals by a subscriber station using both a QPSK constellation
and a CRC mask of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0006] FIGURES 1 through 16, discussed below, and the various embodiments used to describe the principles of the
present disclosure in this patent document are by way of illustration only and should not be construed in any way to limit
the scope of the disclosure. Those skilled in the art will understand that the principles of the present disclosure may be
implemented in any suitably arranged wireless communication system.
[0007] FIGURE 1 illustrates exemplary wireless network 100, which transmits ACK/NACK messages according to the
principles of the present disclosure. In the illustrated embodiment, wireless network 100 includes base station (BS) 101,
base station (BS) 102, base station (BS) 103, and other similar base stations (not shown). Base station 101 is in
communication with base station 102 and base station 103. Base station 101 is also in communication with Internet 130
or a similar IP-based network (not shown).
[0008] Base station 102 provides wireless broadband access (via base station 101) to Internet 130 to a first plurality
of subscriber stations within coverage area 120 of base station 102. The first plurality of subscriber stations includes
subscriber station 111, which may be located in a small business (SB), subscriber station 112, which may be located in
an enterprise (E), subscriber station 113, which may be located in a WiFi hotspot (HS), subscriber station 114, which
may be located in a first residence (R), subscriber station 115, which may be located in a second residence (R), and
subscriber station 116, which may be a mobile device (M), such as a cell phone, a wireless laptop, a wireless PDA, or
the like.
[0009] Base station 103 provides wireless broadband access (via base station 101) to Internet 130 to a second plurality
of subscriber stations within coverage area 125 of base station 103. The second plurality of subscriber stations includes
subscriber station 115 and subscriber station 116. In an exemplary embodiment, base stations 101-103 may communicate
with each other and with subscriber stations 111-116 using OFDM or OFDMA techniques.
[0010] Base station 101 may be in communication with either a greater number or a lesser number of base stations.
Furthermore, while only six subscriber stations are depicted in FIGURE 1, it is understood that wireless network 100
may provide wireless broadband access to additional subscriber stations. It is noted that subscriber station 115 and
subscriber station 116 are located on the edges of both coverage area 120 and coverage area 125. Subscriber station
115 and subscriber station 116 each communicate with both base station 102 and base station 103 and may be said to
be operating in handoff mode, as known to those of skill in the art.
[0011] Subscriber stations 111-116 may access voice, data, video, video conferencing, and/or other broadband serv-
ices via Internet 130. In an exemplary embodiment, one or more of subscriber stations 111-116 may be associated with
an access point (AP) of a WiFi WLAN. Subscriber station 116 may be any of a number of mobile devices, including a
wireless-enabled laptop computer, personal data assistant, notebook, handheld device, or other wireless-enabled device.
Subscriber stations 114 and 115 may be, for example, a wireless-enabled personal computer (PC), a laptop computer,
a gateway, or another device.
[0012] FIGURE 2 is a high-level diagram of an orthogonal frequency division multiple access (OFDMA) transmit path.
FIGURE 3 is a high-level diagram of an orthogonal frequency division multiple access (OFDMA) receive path. In FIGURES
2 and 3, the OFDMA transmit path is implemented in base station (BS) 102 and the OFDMA receive path is implemented
in subscriber station (SS) 116 for the purposes of illustration and explanation only. However, it will be understood by
those skilled in the art that the OFDMA receive path may also be implemented in BS 102 and the OFDMA transmit path
may be implemented in SS 116.
[0013] The transmit path in BS 102 comprises channel coding and modulation block 205, serial-to-parallel (S-to-P)
block 210, Size N Inverse Fast Fourier Transform (IFFT) block 215, parallel-to-serial (P-to-S) block 220, add cyclic prefix
block 225, up-converter (UC) 230. The receive path in SS 116 comprises down-converter (DC) 255, remove cyclic prefix
block 260, serial-to-parallel (S-to-P) block 265, Size N Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) block 270, parallel-to-serial (P-to-
S) block 275, channel decoding and demodulation block 280.
[0014] At least some of the components in FIGURES 2 and 3 may be implemented in software while other components
may be implemented by configurable hardware or a mixture of software and configurable hardware. In particular, it is
noted that the FFT blocks and the IFFT blocks described in this disclosure document may be implemented as configurable
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software algorithms, where the value of Size N may be modified according to the implementation.
[0015] Furthermore, although this disclosure is directed to an embodiment that implements the Fast Fourier Transform
and the Inverse Fast Fourier Transform, this is by way of illustration only and should not be construed to limit the scope
of the disclosure. It will be appreciated that in an alternate embodiment of the disclosure, the Fast Fourier Transform
functions and the Inverse Fast Fourier Transform functions may easily be replaced by Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT)
functions and Inverse Discrete Fourier Transform (IDFT) functions, respectively. It will be appreciated that for DFT and
IDFT functions, the value of the N variable may be any integer number (i.e., 1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), while for FFT and IFFT
functions, the value of the N variable may be any integer number that is a power of two (i.e., 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, etc.).
[0016] In BS 102, channel coding and modulation block 205 receives a set of information bits, applies coding (e.g.,
Turbo coding) and modulates (e.g., QPSK, QAM) the input bits to produce a sequence of frequency-domain modulation
symbols. Serial-to-parallel block 210 converts (i.e., de-multiplexes) the serial modulated symbols to parallel data to
produce N parallel symbol streams where N is the IFFT/FFT size used in BS 102 and SS 116. Size N IFFT block 215
then performs an IFFT operation on the N parallel symbol streams to produce time-domain output signals. Parallel-to-
serial block 220 converts (i.e., multiplexes) the parallel time-domain output symbols from Size N IFFT block 215 to
produce a serial time-domain signal. Add cyclic prefix block 225 then inserts a cyclic prefix to the time-domain signal.
Finally, up-converter 230 modulates (i.e., up-converts) the output of add cyclic prefix block 225 to RF frequency for
transmission via a wireless channel. The signal may also be filtered at baseband before conversion to RF frequency.
[0017] The transmitted RF signal arrives at SS 116 after passing through the wireless channel and reverse operations
to those at BS 102 are performed. Down-converter 255 down-converts the received signal to baseband frequency and
remove cyclic prefix block 260 removes the cyclic prefix to produce the serial time-domain baseband signal. Serial-to-
parallel block 265 converts the time-domain baseband signal to parallel time domain signals. Size N FFT block 270 then
performs an FFT algorithm to produce N parallel frequency-domain signals. Parallel-to-serial block 275 converts the
parallel frequency-domain signals to a sequence of modulated data symbols. Channel decoding and demodulation block
280 demodulates and then decodes the modulated symbols to recover the original input data stream.
[0018] Each of base stations 101-103 may implement a transmit path that is analogous to transmitting in the downlink
to subscriber stations 111-116 and may implement a receive path that is analogous to receiving in the uplink from
subscriber stations 111-116. Similarly, each one of subscriber stations 111-116 may implement a transmit path corre-
sponding to the architecture for transmitting in the uplink to base stations 101-103 and may implement a receive path
corresponding to the architecture for receiving in the downlink from base stations 101-103.
[0019] The present disclosure describes methods and systems to convey information relating to base station config-
uration to subscriber stations and, more specifically, to relaying base station antenna configuration to subscriber stations.
This information can be conveyed through a plurality of methods, including placing antenna configuration into a quad-
rature-phase shift keying (QPSK) constellation (e.g., n-quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM) signal, wherein n is 2^x)
and placing antenna configuration into the error correction data (e.g., cyclic redundancy check (CRC) data). By encoding
antenna information into either the QPSK constellation or the error correction data, the base stations 101-103 can convey
base stations 101-103 antenna configuration without having to separately transmit antenna configuration. These systems
and methods allow for the reduction of overhead while ensuring reliable communication between base stations 101-103
and a plurality of subscriber stations.
[0020] In some embodiments disclosed herein, data is transmitted using QAM. QAM is a modulation scheme which
conveys data by modulating the amplitude of two carrier waves. These two waves are referred to as quadrature carriers,
and are generally out of phase with each other by 90 degrees. QAM may be represented by a constellation that comprises
2^x points, where x is an integer greater than 1. In the embodiments discussed herein, the constellations discussed will
be four point constellations (4-QAM). In a 4-QAM constellation a 2 dimensional graph is represented with one point in
each quadrant of the 2 dimensional graph. However, it is explicitly understood that the innovations discussed herein
may be used with any modulation scheme with any number of points in the constellation. It is further understood that
with constellations with more than four points additional information (e.g., reference power signal) relating to the con-
figuration of the base stations 101-103 may be conveyed consistent with the disclosed systems and methods.
[0021] It is understood that the transmitter within base stations 101-103 performs a plurality of functions prior to actually
transmitting data. In the 4-QAM embodiment, QAM modulated symbols are serial-to-parallel converted and input to an
inverse fast Fourier transform (IFFT). At the output of the IFFT, N time-domain samples are obtained. In the disclosed
embodiments, N refers to the IFFT/ fast Fourier transform (FFT) size used by the OFDM system. The signal after IFFT
is parallel-to-serial converted and a cyclic prefix (CP) is added to the signal sequence. The resulting sequence of samples
is referred to as an OFDM symbol.
[0022] At the receiver within the subscriber station, this process is reversed, and the cyclic prefix is first removed.
Then the signal is serial-to-parallel converted before being fed into the FFT. The output of the FFT is parallel-to-serial
converted, and the resulting QAM modulation symbols are input to the QAM demodulator.
[0023] The total bandwidth in an OFDM system is divided into narrowband frequency units called subcarriers. The
number of subcarriers is equal to the FFT/IFFT size N used in the system. In general, the number of subcarriers used
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for data is less than N because some subcarriers at the edge of the frequency spectrum are reserved as guard subcarriers.
In general, no information is transmitted on guard subcarriers.
[0024] In the examples illustrated by FIGURES 4, 10, and 12, the coded BCH transport block is mapped to four
subframes (subframes #0, #1, #2,and #3) within a 40 ms interval. In the embodiment of 4-QAM, the coded broadcast
channel (BCH) transport block is mapped to 4 OFDM symbols within a subframe. In case of extended CP, this implies
a restriction in the number of idle symbols in the case of TDD FS type 1 to three idle symbols.
[0025] For exemplary purposes, three base stations 101-103 antenna configurations will be used as examples herein.
These configurations are one transmission antenna, two transmission antennas using a space frequency block coding
(SFBC) transmission scheme, and four transmission antennas using SFBC - frequency switching transmission diversity
(FSTD) transmission scheme. While different transmissions schemes are used, detecting the number of transmission
antennas based upon the schemes is difficult. Each transmission scheme has a large portion of the signal which can
be considered as a subset of the other schemes, and therefore it is difficult to reliably detect and determine the scheme
being used based upon the signal. Therefore, the antenna configuration will need to be encoded either into the physical
broadcast channel (P-BCH) transport block and related QAM constellation or the error correction data of the P-BCH
transport block.
[0026] QPSK modulation is used for P-BCH. As discussed before, the 4-QAM constellation comprises four separate
points that are distributed into the four quadrants of a two-dimensional mapping. The following is a table illustrating the
constellation mapping that will be discussed in the present disclosure:

[0027] The placing of data into the outgoing transmission of the base stations 101-103 are preformed through a
transmission chain. A transmission chain is a series of operations preformed to prepare data for transmission. These
operations may include scrambling, modulating, and mapping data. Transmission chains may be used consistent with
a plurality of communication techniques, including orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM).
[0028] In order to facilitate understanding of the numerous embodiments of transmitting base stations 101-103 antenna
configuration information, a transmission chain of broadcast channel (BCH) mapped data across a predetermined time
interval is illustrated by FIGURE 4. It is understood that the examples disclosed relating to the encoding of data disclosed
herein range from 10ms-40ms, but that any time interval may be used consistent with the disclosed systems and methods.
[0029] FIGURE 4 is an example of a method that may be used consistent with this disclosure to encode data. FIGURE
4 is a high level description of the transmission of a BCH transport block. The P-BCH is received by the mapping
mechanism in a BCH transport block (Block 301). Channel coding which includes rate matching is applied to the BCH
transport block(Block 302). As will be discussed herein during channel coding, the data may be modified to embed error
correcting information into the data from the BCH transport block that can be used to convey antenna configuration. The
encoded and rate matched data is scrambled (Block 303) and modulated (Block 304). The resulting modulated data is
mapped onto the QSPK data stream into frames (Block 305). In some embodiments during the mapping of data the map
will be altered to convey antenna configuration information. It is understood that this transmit chain is provided for
exemplary purposes only, and that other transmit chains, in various orders with various steps, may be used consistent
with the present disclosure.
[0030] FIGURE 5 is a two-dimensional constellation mapping of QPSK modulation using the data shown in Table 1.
As was discussed above in each frame encoded by the transmit chain, there are four items that are mapped onto the
QSPK data stream. For example purposes, these four information elements will be referred to as 00 (in quadrant A), 01
(in quadrant B), 10 (in quadrant C), and 11 (in quadrant D). It is understood that the QPSK constellation mapping can
provide information relating to the configuration of the antennas within the base stations 101-103. In general, since there
are 4 constellation points in a QPSK modulation, there are a total of 4! (24) total possible mappings as shown in below.
The following is a table of all of the available mappings:

Table 1: Constellation Mapping

b(i),b(i+1) I Q

00
  

01
  

10
  

11
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[0031] FIGURE 5 is an example of mapping index #14 shown in Table 2. In his mapping, A, B, C, and D are quadrants
of the QPSK constellation. The mapping of elements 00, 01, 10, and 11 into quadrants A, B, C, and D can be detected
by the subscriber station. This mapping is then compared to a known table, such as Table 3.

TABLE 2: QPSK Mappings
mapping index # 00 01 10 11

1 A B C D
2 A B D C
3 A C B D
4 A C D B
5 A D B C
6 A D C B

7 B A C D
8 B A D C
9 B C A D
10 B C D A
11 B D A C
12 B D C A

13 C A B D
14 C A D B
15 C B A D
16 C B D A
17 C D A B

18 C D B A
19 D A B C
20 D A C B
21 D B A C
22 D B C A
23 D C A B

24 D C B A

TABLE 3: QPSK Mappings with Antenna Configuration
mapping index # 00 01 10 11 Configuration

1 A B C D 1

2 A B D C 1
3 A C B D 1
4 A C D B 2 SFBC
5 A D B C 2 SFBC
6 A D C B 2 SFBC
7 B A C D 2 SFBC

8 B A D C 4 SFBC/FSTD
9 B C A D 3 SFBC/FSTD
10 B C D A 3 SFBC/FSTD
11 B D A C 4 SFBC/FSTD
12 B D C A 3 SFBC/FSTD
13 C A B D 3 SFBC/FSTD

14 C A D B 2 SFBC
15 C B A D 3 SFBC/FSTD
16 C B D A 3 SFBC/FSTD
17 C D A B 2 SFBC
18 C D B A 3 SFBC/FSTD
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[0032] Using Table 3, the antenna configuration of the base stations 101-103 transmitting the constellation illustrated
by FIGURE 5 can be determined. The antenna configuration can be determined through the QPSK mapping and is
independent of the transmission scheme and the number of antennas used. Therefore, the use of a constellation mapping
coupled with a known QPSK table, such as the one illustrated by Table 3, offers a reliable method for determining the
antenna configuration of the base stations 101-103.
[0033] FIGURE 5 is one example of a QPSK mapping, and FIGURE 6, 7, 8, and 9 are examples of various other
mappings. FIGURE 6 is an example of mapping #1 in Table 2, and is substantially similar to FIGURE 5 with the addition
of illustrating the position of each mapping relative to 1/√2.
[0034] FIGURES 7, 8, and 9 are examples of mappings that are preformed upon FIGURE 6. The purpose of these
mappings is to add antenna configuration data to the QPSK mapping of data. This addition of data may be preformed
through mapping, shifting, or negation as illustrated by FIGURES 7, 8, and 9. It is explicitly understood that any method
of adjusting the QPSK constellation may be used.
[0035] FIGURE 7 is a 90 degree phase shift of the data in FIGURE 6. Through the phase shift of FIGURE 6, the
antenna configuration relating to mapping index #11 of Table 3 can be conveyed. Through this mapping, the configuration
of 4 SFBC/FSTD is determined.
[0036] FIGURE 8 is an example of a negation mapping. FIGURE 8 is a negation on the I-part after mapping index #1.
Through the negation, the antenna configuration relating to mapping index #17 of Table 3 can be conveyed. Through
this mapping, the configuration of 3 SFBC/FSTD is determined.
[0037] FIGURE 9 is another example of a negation mapping. FIGURE 8 is a negation on the Q-part after mapping
index #1. Through the negation, the antenna configuration relating to mapping index #8 of Table 3 can be conveyed.
Through this mapping, the configuration of 3 SFBC/FSTD is determined.
[0038] FIGURE 10 is an example of a transport chain 600 illustrating constellation remapping. In the embodiment
shown in FIGURE 10, a channel rate coding including rate matching is preformed (Block 601). In addition, the channel
rate signal is scrambled (Block 602). Next, the scrambled signal is modulated (Block 603). After the signal has been
modulated, constellation remapping is performed (Block 604). The remapping of the constellation is done so that the
resulting mapping will convey the antenna configuration of the base stations 101-103. The constellation remapping is
performed by first identifying the base stations 101-103 antenna configuration.
[0039] After the antenna configuration is determined, a mapping that corresponds to the antenna configuration is
selected. Using the selected mapping configuration, QPSK remapping is preformed to convey the antenna configuration.
Finally, data framing is preformed where data is placed onto frames for transmission (Block 605).
[0040] It is understood that in the modulation step (Block 603), mapping index #1 in Table 3 is used. After the con-
stellation remapping step, the overall mapping from the scrambled bits b(0),...,b(Mbit-1) to the output of the constellation
remapping step d(0),...,d(Msymb-1) can be described as a mapping in Table 3 whose index is a function f(Nt), where Nt
is the number of transmission antennas in the base stations 101-103.
[0041] In case when there are 3 possible antenna configurations with 1, 2, or 4 transmit antennas, the modulation
step and constellation remapping step are defined by 3 (out of 24) possible mappings in Table 3. For example, the
following function shows the mapping that corresponds to the number of antennas in a given configuration: 

[0042] Note that the notation m#1 is used to denote the first mapping in Table 3. The remapping (Block 604) will
depend upon the antenna configuration. For the single transmit antenna configuration case, the constellation remapping
step is simply d(i) = d(i) for i=0, Msymb-1.

(continued)

mapping index # 00 01 10 11 Configuration
19 D A B C 3 SFBC/FSTD
20 D A C B 3 SFBC/FSTD
21 D B A C 3 SFBC/FSTD
22 D B C A 3 SFBC/FSTD
23 D C A B 3 SFBC/FSTD

24 D C B A 3 SFBC/FSTD

~ ~

~ ~

~
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[0043] In the case where there are two transmit antennas, as shown in FIGURE 5, the mapping index #14 of Table 3
can be viewed by applying a 90 degree shift at the output of the modulation step. For the sequence at the output of the
modulation step, d(0),...,d(Msymb-1), d(i) = dI(i)+jdQ(i) for i=0, ... Msymb-1, and are real and imaginary parts of d(i). Then
the output of the constellation remapping step gives a symbol sequence described by:

[0044] As shown in this equation, the 90 degree phase shift simply translates into an I-Q switch with a negation operation.
[0045] In the case that there are four transmit antennas, a -90 degree shift can be applied at the output of the modulation
step on top of mapping #1. For the sequence at the output of the modulation step d(0),...,d(Msymb-1), if we denote d(i)
= dI(i)+jdQ(i) for i=0, ...Msymb-1, and dI(i),dQ(i) are denoted as the real and imaginary parts of d(i), then the output of the
constellation remapping step gives a symbol sequence described by d(i) = -j·d(i) = -jdI(i)+dQ(i) for i=0, ... Msymb-1. This
-90 degree phase shift also translates into an I-Q switch with a negation operation.
[0046] For another example of this embodiment, the following function in the constellation remapping is described:

[0047] As discussed above for a single transmit antenna the constellation remapping is d(i) = d(i) for i=0, ... Msymb-1.
[0048] Where there are two transmit antennas the mapping index #17 of Table 3 can be viewed by applying a negation
operation on the I-part at the output of the modulation step. For the sequence at the output of the modulation step
d(0),...,d(Msymb-1), if d(i) = dI(i)+jdQ(i) for i=0, ... Msymb-1, are denoted as the real and imaginary parts of d(i), then the
output of the constellation remapping step gives a symbol sequence described by d(i) = -dI(i)+jdQ(i) for i=0, ... Msymb-1.
[0049] Where there are three transmit antennas, the mapping index #8 of Table 3 can be viewed by applying a negation
operation on the Q-part at the output of the modulation step. For the sequence at the output of the modulation step
d(0),...,d(Msymb-1), if d(i) = dI(i)+jdQ(i) for i=0,... Msymb-1, and dI(i),dQ(i) denote the real and imaginary parts of d(i), then
the output of the constellation remapping step gives a symbol sequence described by d(i) = dI(i)-jdQ(i) for i=0,... Msymb-1.
[0050] In another embodiment, a mathematical function may be applied to determine the antenna configuration re-
moving the need for Table 3. In this embodiment, a mod function may be applied to an index that results in the configuration
of the antenna. In this example embodiment, the index of the mapping is applied to a modulo function which results in
an integer that corresponds with an antenna configuration. For example, for the function g(Nt,i) as (for i=0,... Msymb-1),
the following relationships between antenna configuration and mapping sequences can be determined:

[0051] The modulo function is applied to the constellation index received by the subscriber station. This removes the
need for Table 3, as the modulo result corresponds to the antenna configuration.
[0052] For the single antenna configuration, the modulo constellation remapping is simply d(i) = d(i) for i=0,... Msymb-1.
[0053] For the two transmit antenna modulo configuration, the length-3 mapping sequence m#1, m#17, m#8 is re-
peated. For the sequence at the output of the modulation step d(0),...,d(Msymb-1), if d(i) = dI(i)+jdQ(i) for i=0, ... Msymb-
1 denotes the real and imaginary parts of d(i), then the output of the constellation remapping step gives a symbol
sequence described by:

[0054] For the four transmit antenna modulo configuration, output of the constellation remapping step gives a symbol
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sequence described by:

[0055] FIGURE 11 is a flowchart 700 of the interpretation of signals by a subscriber station received from base stations
101-103. In this flowchart, a signal is received by the subscriber station (Block 701). The subscriber station then collects
a sequence of symbols over the allocated PBCH resource (Block 702). At this point, the constellation is interpreted to
determine the proper number of antennas. It is understood that in most cases this will be sufficient to determine the
antenna configuration. This configuration can be confirmed using the following three assumptions. It is understood that
the first assumption chosen will be based upon constellation information, and a second assumption will be used only if
the first assumption fails to result in a true CRC check. A "true" CRC check refers to a CRC operation where no error
appears, and a "false" CRC check refers to a CRC operation where an error appears.
[0056] In the first assumption, there is an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a 1 transit antenna config-
uration (Block 703). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming a single transmitter (Block 704).
Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 705). Finally, a CRC check is performed on the
decoded data. (Block 707). If the CRC check passes, and the data is not corrupt, then the assumption that there is one
transmit antenna is confirmed.
[0057] In the second assumption, there is an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a two transit antenna
configuration (Block 709). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming two transmitters using
an SFBC receiver (Block 710). Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 711). Finally, a CRC
check is performed on the decoded data (Block 712). If the CRC check passes, and the data is not corrupt, then the
assumption that there are two transmit antennas is confirmed.
[0058] In a third assumption, there is an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a four transit antenna con-
figuration (Block 713). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming four transmitters using an
SFBC/FSTD receiver (Block 714). Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 715). Finally, a
CRC check is performed on the decoded data (Block 716). If the CRC check passes, and the data is not corrupt, then
the assumption that there are four transmit antennas is confirmed.
[0059] In each of Blocks 706, 711, and 715 four separate decodes are preformed. These decodes are preformed at
the timings 10, 20, 30, and 40 ms. Therefore, while the configuration of the antennas in the base stations 101-103 can
be determined, the timing may not be determined. The time is confirmed by testing the decodes at each timing against
the CRC check. When the result of the CRC check is true, the timing and antenna configuration is confirmed.
[0060] After one of the assumptions is confirmed, the number of transmit antennas is known (Block 708). This infor-
mation along with the correct timing is used to interpret the PBCH content. It is understood that the constellation remapping
as a function of number of transmit antennas can be applied to other physical channel, and to other modulations such
as BPSK, 16QAM and 64QAM, etc.
[0061] In another embodiment of the present disclosure, a CRC masking step is added to the PBCH transport block.
The resulting transmission chain 800 is shown in FIGURE 12. The CRC masking means the CRC bits are masked by
a bit sequence that is a function of the number of transmit antennas.
[0062] FIGURE 12 shows that data is input into the system (Block 801). A CRC mask is applied to the data entering
into the system (Block 802). The data is then scrambled (Block 803) and modulated (Block 804). Premapping, as
discussed in the previous embodiment, may optionally be added. (Block 805). Finally, the data is placed onto data frames
(Block 806).
[0063] FIGURE 13 is an example 900 of how the CRC mask may be applied. A P-BCH payload is received for
transmission (Block 901). Based on the data, a CRC code is generated (Block 902). This CRC code is then masked by
a sequence that is a function of the number of transmit antennas (Block 903).
[0064] A CRC check is usually performed on data to ensure the reliability and integrity of the data. There are many
ways of calculating a CRC code and implementing a CRC check. For example, a CRC may be polynomial of x^4+x+1.
This can be used to check to see that the data is intact. This polynomial can be applied to any data consistent with the
CRC-4 standard. Take for instance the following input data:

00000001 (data)

[0065] If sent and received over a known communications channel, and this data remains intact. The following function
illustrates that the CRC of this data would return a true result.
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CRC(000000001) = true

[0066] However, with the present invention, the data is masked with another CRC mask. Therefore, the data goes
through the following transformation:

00000001 (data) → 00000002 (masked data)
Using the old CRC check, the result would be false.
CRC(000000002) = False

[0067] The present disclosure uses a plurality of masks to alter data. These masks are then checked against the CRC
check to determine which is true. For instance, using the data 000000001, the following masks could be used:

00000001 (data) → 00000002 (masked data, one antenna)
00000001 (data) → 00000003 (masked data, two antennas)
00000001 (data) → 00000004 (masked data, four antennas)

[0068] The masked data, when received by the subscriber station, goes through an inverse process of demasking. If
the masked data is demasked by the "right" mask, then the CRC check will be true. For instance, 00000003 demasked
with the one antenna mask would not equal 00000001, and therefore the CRC check would fail. The 00000003 demasked
with the two antenna mask would equal 00000001, and therefore the CRC check would succeed. In this way, the data
transmitted to a subscriber station can be masked with information relating to the antenna configuration of the base
stations 101-103.
[0069] Returning to FIGURE 13, the P-BCH is concatenated with the masked CRC (Block 904). In this block, the data
is combined with the masked CRC allowing the data to be appropriately interpreted by the subscriber station.
[0070] FIGURE 14 is a flowchart 1000 of the interpretation of signals by a subscriber station received from base
stations 101-103. In this flowchart, a signal is received by the subscriber station (Block 1001). The subscriber station
then collects a sequence of symbols over the allocated PBCH resource (Block 1002). At this point, three assumptions
are made as to the antenna configuration. One of the three should result in a true result, and the true result will correspond
to the correct antenna configuration. Unlike the embodiment that encodes the antenna configuration into the QSPK
constellation, the CRC embodiment does not give information directly relating to the antenna configuration. Therefore,
unlike the QSPK constellation embodiment, each assumption may be tried.
[0071] In a first assumption, there an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a 1 transit antenna configuration
(Block 1003). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming a single transmitter (Block 1004).
Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 1005). Finally, a CRC check is performed on the
decoded data using a first CRC mask. (Block 1006). If the CRC check passes, then the assumption that there is one
transmit antenna is confirmed.
[0072] In a second assumption, there is an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a two transit antenna
configuration (Block 1009). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming two transmitters using
an SFBC receiver (Block 1010). Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 1011). Finally, a
CRC check is performed on the decoded data using a second CRC mask (Block 1012). If the CRC check passes, then
the assumption that there are two transmit antennas is confirmed.
[0073] In a third assumption, there is an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a four transit antenna con-
figuration (Block 1013). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming four transmitters using an
SFBC/FSTD receiver (Block 1014). Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 1015). Finally,
a CRC check is performed on the decoded data using a third CRC mask (Block 1016). If the CRC check passes, then
the assumption that there are four transmit antennas is confirmed.
[0074] In each of Blocks 1005, 1011, and 1015, four separate decodes are performed. These decodes are performed
at the timings 10, 20, 30, and 40 ms. Therefore, while there are three assumptions being made about the number of
antennas in the base stations 101-103, each one of these configurations may have four timings. Therefore, there are
actually twelve tests performed to determine the correct configuration of base stations 101-103.
[0075] After one of the assumptions is confirmed, the number of transmit antennas is known. This information along
with the correct timing is used to interpret the PBCH content (Block 1007).
[0076] It is understood that both the QPSK constellation and error correcting codes may be used in a single embodiment.
FIGURE 15 is an example embodiment 1100 where both QPSK constellation mapping and CRC masking are used.
Data is input into the system (Block 1101) . A CRC mask is applied to the data entering into the system (Block 1102).
The data is then scrambled (Block 1103) and modulated (Block 1104). The antenna configuration is then mapped onto
the QPSK constellation, and the data is placed onto data frames (Block 1105).
[0077] FIGURE 16 is a flowchart 1200 of the interpretation of signals by a subscriber station received from base
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stations 101-103 using both a QPSK constellation and a CRC mask. In this flowchart, a signal is received by the subscriber
station (Block 1201). The subscriber station then collects a sequence of symbols over the allocated PBCH resource
(Block 1202). This information is used to determine the antenna configuration of the base stations 101-103 through the
QPSK constellation. Three assumptions can be used to confirm the antenna configuration obtained from the QPSK
constellation.
[0078] In a first assumption, there is an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a 1 transit antenna configuration
(Block 1203). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming a single transmitter (Block 1204).
Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 1205). Finally, a CRC check is performed on the
decoded data using a first CRC mask (Block 1206). If the CRC check passes, then the assumption that there is one
transmit antenna is confirmed.
[0079] In a second assumption, there is an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a two transit antenna
configuration (Block 1208). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming two transmitters using
an SFBC receiver (Block 1209). Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 1210). Finally, a
CRC check is performed on the decoded data using a second CRC mask (Block 1211). If the CRC check passes, then
the assumption that there are two transmit antennas is confirmed.
[0080] In a third assumption, there is an inverse constellation remapping step assuming a four transit antenna con-
figuration (Block 1212). The output from the remapping step is then demodulated assuming four transmitters using an
SFBC/FSTD receiver (Block 1213). Next, descrambling and decoding are performed on the data (Block 1214). Finally,
a CRC check is performed on the decoded data using a third CRC mask (Block 1215). If the CRC check passes, then
the assumption that there are four transmit antennas is confirmed.
[0081] In each of Blocks 1205, 1210, and 1214, four separate decodes are performed. These decodes are performed
at the timings 10, 20, 30, and 40 ms. Therefore, while there are three assumptions being made about the number of
antennas in the base stations 101-103, each one of these configurations may have four timings. Therefore, there are
actually twelve tests performed to determine the correct configuration of base stations 101-103.
[0082] After one of the assumptions is confirmed, the number of transmit antennas is known. This information along
with the correct timing is used to interpret the PBCH content (Block 1207).
[0083] Through the use of both QPSK constellations and CRC masks, the antenna configuration of the base stations
101-103 can be confirmed.
[0084] Although the present disclosure has been described with an exemplary embodiment, various changes and
modifications may be suggested to one skilled in the art. It is intended that the present disclosure encompass such
changes and modifications as fall within the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A base station (101, 102, 103) configured to transmit data in a wireless network (100), comprising:

a processor configured to mask a cyclic redundancy check, CRC, corresponding to a transport block to be
transmitted on a physical broadcast channel (PBCH), with a sequence from a plurality of sequences corre-
sponding to configurations of one or more transmit antennas of the base station, wherein each of the plurality
of sequences is associated with a number of transmit antennas; and
a transmitter configured to transmit the transport block and the masked CRC on the PBCH.

2. The base station of Claim 1, wherein the plurality of sequences is to be applied by a subscriber station (111, 112,
113, 114, 115, 116) to determine a configuration of one or more transmit antennas of the base station.

3. The base station of Claim 2, wherein each of the plurality of sequences is to be applied to the transmitted masked
CRC by the subscriber station to determine the configuration of one or more transmit antennas of the base station.

4. A method of a base station, comprising:

masking a cyclic redundancy check, CRC, corresponding to a transport block to be transmitted on a physical
broadcast channel (PBCH), with a sequence from a plurality of sequences corresponding to configurations of
one or more transmit antennas of the base station (101, 102, 103), wherein each of the plurality of sequences
is associated with a number of transmit antennas; and
transmitting the transport block and the masked CRC on the PBCH.

5. The method of Claim 4, wherein the plurality of sequences is to be applied by a subscriber station (111, 112, 113,
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114, 115, 116) to determine a configuration of one or more transmit antennas of the base station.

6. The method of Claim 5, wherein each of the plurality of sequences is to be applied to the transmitted masked CRC
by the subscriber station to determine the configuration of one or more transmit antennas of the base station.

Patentansprüche

1. Basisstation (101, 102, 103), die ausgebildet ist, Daten in einem Drahtlos-Netzwerk (100) zu übertragen, mit:

einem Prozessor, der ausgebildet ist, eine zyklische Redundanzprüfung, CRC, die einem Transportblock ent-
spricht, der auf einem physikalischen Rundrufkanal (PBCH) zu übertragen ist, mit einer Sequenz aus mehreren
Sequenzen, die Konfigurationen einer oder mehrerer Sendeantennen der Basisstation entsprechen, zu mas-
kieren, wobei jeder der mehreren Sequenzen eine Anzahl an Sendeantennen zugeordnet ist; und
einem Sender, der ausgebildet ist, den Transportblock und die maskierte CRC auf dem PBCH zu übertragen.

2. Basisstation nach Anspruch 1, wobei die mehreren Sequenzen von einer Teilnehmerstation (111, 112, 113, 114,
115, 116) anzuwenden sind, um eine Konfiguration einer oder mehrerer Sendeantennen der Basisstation zu ermit-
teln.

3. Basisstation nach Anspruch 2, wobei jede der mehreren Sequenzen auf die übertragene maskierte CRC durch die
Teilnehmerstation anzuwenden ist, um die Konfiguration einer oder mehrerer Sendeantennen der Basisstation zu
ermitteln.

4. Verfahren in einer Basisstation, mit:

Maskieren einer zyklischen Redundanzprüfung, CRC, die einem Transportblock entspricht, der auf einem phy-
sikalischen Rundrufkanal (PBCH) zu übertragen ist, mit einer Sequenz aus mehreren Sequenzen, die Konfi-
gurationen einer oder mehrerer Sendeantennen der Basisstation (101, 102, 103) entsprechen, wobei jede der
mehreren Sequenzen einer Anzahl an Sendeantennen zugeordnet ist; und
Übertragen des Transportblocks und der maskierten CRC auf dem PBCH.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 4, wobei die mehreren Sequenzen durch eine Teilnehmerstation (111, 112, 113, 114,
115, 116) anzuwenden sind, um eine Konfiguration einer oder mehrerer Sendeantennen der Basisstation zu ermit-
teln.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei jede der mehreren Sequenzen auf die übertragene maskierte CRC durch die
Teilnehmerstation anzuwenden ist, um die Konfiguration einer oder mehrerer Sendeantennen der Basisstation zu
ermitteln.

Revendications

1. Station de base (101, 102, 103) configurée pour émettre des données dans un réseau sans fil (100), comprenant:

un processeur configuré pour masquer un contrôle de redondance cyclique, CRC, correspondant à un bloc de
transport à émettre sur un canal de diffusion physique (PBCH), avec une séquence d’une pluralité de séquences
correspondant à des configurations d’une ou plusieurs antennes d’émission de la station de base, dans laquelle
chacune de la pluralité de séquences est associée à un certain nombre d’antennes d’émission; et
un émetteur configuré pour émettre le bloc de transport et le CRC masqué sur le PBCH.

2. Station de base selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la pluralité de séquences doit être appliquée par une station
d’abonné (111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116) pour déterminer une configuration d’une ou plusieurs antennes d’émission
de la station de base.

3. Station de base selon la revendication 2, dans laquelle chacune de la pluralité de séquences doit être appliquée
au CRC masqué transmise par la station d’abonné pour déterminer la configuration d’une ou plusieurs antennes
d’émission de la station de base.
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4. Procédé d’une station de base, consistant à:

masquer un contrôle de redondance cyclique, CRC, correspondant à un bloc de transport à émettre sur un
canal de diffusion physique (PBCH), avec une séquence d’une pluralité de séquences correspondant à des
configurations d’une ou plusieurs antennes d’émission de la station de base (101, 102, 103), dans laquelle
chacune de la pluralité de séquences est associée à un certain nombre d’antennes d’émission; et
émettre le bloc de transport et le CRC masquée sur le PBCH.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la pluralité de séquences doit être appliquée par une station d’abonné
(111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116) pour déterminer une configuration d’une ou plusieurs antennes d’émission de la
station de base.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans laquelle chacune de la pluralité de séquences doit être appliquée à la CRC
masquée transmise par la station d’abonné pour déterminer la configuration d’une ou plusieurs antennes d’émission
de la station de base.
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