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(54) VEHICLE CONTROL METHOD AND CONTROL DEVICE

(57) A vehicle control method for controlling an out-
put of a drive source based on a color of an illuminated
signal of a traffic light in a vehicle-advancing direction
during travel in autonomous driving, wherein when the
color of the illuminated signal of the traffic light in the
vehicle-advancing direction cannot be acquired by an on-

board camera, the color of the illuminated signal of the
traffic light in the vehicle-advancing direction is estimated
based on oncoming vehicle information, and the output
of the drive source is controlled based on an estimation
result.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a control meth-
od and a control device for controlling a vehicle based
on a color of an illuminated signal of a traffic light in a
vehicle-advancing direction during travel in autonomous
driving.

Background Technology

[0002] Recently, there have been developments in
techniques of controlling a vehicle based on information
on a vehicle exterior (referred to below simply as exterior
information) acquired using a camera or radar installed
in the vehicle. For example, JP-A 2015-025439 discloses
a technique of distinguishing a color of an illuminated
signal of a traffic light in a vehicle-advancing direction
from an image photographed by camera installed in the
vehicle, and controlling the vehicle in accordance with
the color of the illuminated signal.

Summary of the Invention

[0003] However, the technique of this document pre-
sumes that the traffic light can be photographed by the
camera. Specifically, in situations in which the traffic light
is not visible from a host vehicle for a reason such as,
for example, a road being curved, the color of the illumi-
nated signal of the traffic light cannot be assessed, and
the control described in the document therefore cannot
be executed.
[0004] In view of this, an object of the present invention
is to minimize circumstances in which the color of an
illuminated signal of a traffic light cannot be assessed in
situations in which a traffic light in the vehicle-advancing
direction is not visible from the host vehicle.
[0005] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a vehicle control method in which an
output of a drive source is controlled based on a color of
an illuminated signal of a traffic light in a vehicle-advanc-
ing direction during travel in autonomous driving. In this
vehicle control method, when the color of the illuminated
signal of the traffic light in the vehicle-advancing direction
cannot be acquired by an onboard camera, the color of
the illuminated signal of the traffic light in the vehicle-
advancing direction is estimated based on oncoming ve-
hicle information and the output of the drive source is
controlled based on an estimation result.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0006]

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a configuration of a
control system;
Figure 2 is a graph for illustrating basic vehicle speed

control of autonomous driving;
Figure 3 is a graph for illustrating eco driving control;
Figure 4 is a drawing of an example of a situation in
which a traffic light cannot be recognized from a host
vehicle;
Figure 5 is a flowchart of a control routine executed
by a control unit;
Figure 6 is a graph for illustrating a first modification
of eco driving control;
Figure 7 is a graph for illustrating a second modifi-
cation of eco driving control; and
Figure 8 is a modification of the control routine of
Fig. 5.

Preferred Embodiments of the Invention

[0007] An embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed below with reference to the drawings, etc. In the
description below, the terms "red light" and "green light"
mean, respectively, a circumstance of a color of an illu-
minated signal of a traffic light being red and a circum-
stance of the color being green.
[0008] Figure 1 is a block diagram of a configuration
of a control system 1 for a vehicle. The control system 1
is provided with a camera 2, a radar 3, a navigation sys-
tem 4, an external communication device 5, a steering
system 6, a brake system 7, a drive system 8, and a
control unit 9, and is installed in a vehicle.
[0009] The camera 2 photographs an area of a vehicle-
advancing direction and outputs photographed image
data to the control unit 9.
[0010] The radar 3 irradiates a periphery of a host ve-
hicle with, for example, a laser or millimeter waves, and
receives reflected waves thereof. The radar 3 is arranged
at, for example, four corners of a body of the vehicle and
at a front part of the body. The radar 3 calculates a dis-
tance to a physical object in the periphery of the host
vehicle, a relative speed between the host vehicle and
the physical object, a compass bearing of the physical
object, etc., based on the received reflected waves, and
outputs these data to the control unit 9.
[0011] The navigation system 4 is provided with a glo-
bal positioning system (GPS) receiver that receives sig-
nals emitted from GPS satellites, and a map database
that stores map information. The navigation system 4
recognizes a travel position of the host vehicle based on
the received GPS signals and the map database. The
navigation system 4 also sets a travel route to an inputted
destination.
[0012] The external communication device 5 is a wire-
less communication device that performs vehicle-to-ve-
hicle communication and/or road-vehicle communication
and outputs received information to the control unit 9.
[0013] The control unit 9 reads information pertaining
to the periphery of the host vehicle (referred to below
also simply as "periphery information") obtained from the
camera 2, the radar 3, the navigation system 4, and the
external communication device 5, as well as information
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from various sensors (a vehicle speed sensor, a steering
sensor, a brake sensor, an acceleration rate sensor, etc.)
(not shown). The control unit 9 activates the steering sys-
tem 6, the brake system 7, and the drive system 8 based
on these pieces of information when performing auton-
omous driving.
[0014] The steering system 6 is configured including a
torque sensor along with, for example, an electric power
steering system, a steer-by-wire system, etc. The torque
sensor detects torque exerted by a driver on a steering
part. During manual driving in which the driver steers,
the control unit 9 actuates a steering actuator based on
a detection value of the torque sensor. When autono-
mous driving is executed, the control unit 9 actuates the
steering actuator in accordance with a required steering
angle established based on the periphery information.
[0015] The brake system 7 is configured including a
brake actuator and a brake sensor. The brake sensor
detects a depressed amount of a brake pedal. During
manual driving, the control unit 9 actuates the brake ac-
tuator based on a detection value of the brake sensor.
During autonomous driving, the control unit 9 actuates
the brake actuator based on a required braking amount
established based on the periphery information.
[0016] The drive system 8 is configured including an
engine serving as a drive source, a throttle actuator, and
an acceleration pedal sensor. The acceleration pedal
sensor detects a depressed amount of an acceleration
pedal. During manual driving, the control unit 9 actuates
the throttle actuator based on a detection value of the
acceleration pedal sensor. During autonomous driving,
the control unit 9 actuates the throttle actuator based on
a demanded output established based on the periphery
information, etc.
[0017] Figure 2 is a graph for illustrating basic vehicle
speed control (referred to below also as normal control)
during autonomous driving. In Fig. 2, a position L1 is a
starting point, a position L4 is a stopping point, and a
vehicle speed V1 is a target vehicle speed. The target
vehicle speed V1 is, for example, a legal speed limit of
a road being traveled.
[0018] When the vehicle sets off after being stopped
at the position L1, the control unit 9 establishes a de-
manded output and actuates the drive system 8 so that
the vehicle accelerates at a predetermined target accel-
eration rate until reaching the target vehicle speed V1.
The target acceleration rate is set in advance. When a
vehicle is in front of the host vehicle, the target acceler-
ation rate can be corrected so that the distance to the
forward vehicle is maintained at or above a predeter-
mined distance.
[0019] If the target vehicle speed V1 is reached at a
position L2, the control unit 9 switches from accelerating
travel to constant-speed travel at which the target vehicle
speed V1 is maintained. The control unit 9 then starts
deceleration at a position L3 calculated based on a cur-
rent vehicle speed V1 and a target deceleration rate set
in advance, so that the vehicle speed reaches zero (km/h)

at the position L4.
[0020] In actual control, the vehicle decelerates ahead
of a corner when there is a corner between the position
L1 and the position L4, and control causing, inter alia,
acceleration after passing through the corner is also per-
formed.
[0021] Figure 3 is a graph illustrating eco driving con-
trol, which is intended to further improve fuel efficiency
beyond that of the normal control described above. Fig.
3 shows a transition of vehicle speed from constant-
speed travel, omitting the time of reaching constant-
speed travel after setting off. A solid line in the graph
shows a case of eco driving control being performed, and
a dashed line shows a case of normal control being per-
formed. The points L2 to L4 in this graph correspond
respectively to the points L2 to L4 in Fig. 2.
[0022] When the position L4 is a temporary stop line,
the vehicle sets off immediately after stopping at the po-
sition L4, and normal control is therefore suitable. How-
ever, when the position L4 is a stop line for circumstances
of stopping at a red light, the vehicle, after stopping at
the position L4, remains stopped until the traffic light
changes to green; therefore, a timing at which the position
L4 is reached may be later than in normal control. In view
of this, eco driving control, described below, is executed
in order to reduce the amount of fuel consumed until the
position L4 is reached.
[0023] Upon recognizing at a position L21 that the for-
ward traffic light is a red light based on information from
the camera 2, the navigation system 4, etc., the control
unit 9 actuates the throttle actuator to reduce engine out-
put and reduces the vehicle speed to a vehicle speed V2
having better fuel efficiency than the current vehicle
speed V2. For example, if the vehicle speed V1 is 60
(km/h), the vehicle speed V2 is 50 (km/h). When the ve-
hicle speed is reduced, the throttle valve may be fully
opened. Fuel efficiency can be further improved by a "fuel
cut function."
[0024] When the vehicle speed decreases to the vehi-
cle speed V2 at a position L22, the control unit 9 performs
constant-speed travel from that point onward. The control
unit 9 then starts deceleration at the position L3 calcu-
lated based on the current vehicle speed V2 and the pre-
set target deceleration rate so that the vehicle speed
reaches zero (km/h) at the position L4.
[0025] Fuel efficiency improves due to the engine out-
put being reduced as described above. When there is an
uphill road between the position L22 and a position L31,
the control unit 9 needs to increase the engine output in
order to maintain the vehicle speed, but during eco driving
control, the engine output is increased to a lesser degree
in comparison to normal control. The eco driving control
described above is merely one example. Examples other
than eco driving control shall be described hereinafter.
[0026] In the above description, it is presumed that the
red light at the position L21 can be recognized from image
data of the camera 2. However, when the vehicle is ac-
tually traveling on a road, there are circumstances in
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which the color of the illuminated signal of the traffic light
cannot be acquired by the camera 2 until the vehicle
nears the traffic light because the road is curved. For
example, as shown in Fig. 4, a traffic light 14 of a lane
10 in which a host vehicle 100 is traveling cannot be seen
past a curve. In this case, the control unit 9 cannot dis-
tinguish the color of the illuminated signal of the traffic
light 14 until the traffic light 14 is within photographing
range of the camera 2; therefore, even if the traffic light
14 is a red light when the host vehicle 100 has yet to
reach the curve, the control unit 9 cannot start eco driving
control until after the host vehicle has gone through the
curve. Therefore, the effect of improving fuel efficiency
through eco driving control is small.
[0027] In view of this, in the present embodiment, con-
trol described below is executed in order to enable eco
driving control to be executed even when the camera 2
cannot acquire the color of the illuminated signal of the
traffic light 14 of the lane 10 in which the host vehicle 100
is traveling.
[0028] Circumstances in which "the color of the illumi-
nated signal of the traffic light cannot be acquired by the
camera 2" are not limited to the situation shown in Fig.
4. For example, these circumstances include a large ve-
hicle traveling in front of the host vehicle, the camera 2
photographing in backlit conditions, and the traffic light
being beyond the crest of the hill when the host vehicle
is traveling on an uphill road. Also included are circum-
stances in which the traffic light is within photographing
range of the camera 2, but as a result of processing image
data, the color of the illuminated signal of the traffic light
cannot be distinguished.
[0029] Figure 5 is a flowchart of a control routine, ex-
ecuted by the control unit 9, for establishing whether or
not to execute eco driving control. This control routine is
programmed into the control unit 9.
[0030] The control unit 9 starts the control routine of
Fig. 5 at the timing at which the control unit perceives
there is a traffic light ahead from the information acquired
by the navigation system 4 and the external communi-
cation device 5 and the host vehicle has neared a position
that is a predetermined distance to the traffic light. The
control routine of Fig. 5 is repeatedly executed in a pre-
determined cycle. The predetermined distance is set to
any value, e.g., about 500 (m), giving consideration to
not imparting the driver with any sense of discomfort even
if the engine output is reduced by eco driving control, to
the extent by which fuel efficiency is improved by eco
driving control, to the performance of the camera 2, etc.
[0031] In the control routine of Fig. 5, when the color
of the illuminated signal of a traffic light ahead of the
vehicle can be acquired by the camera 2, the control unit
9 determines whether or not to execute eco driving con-
trol based on the acquired color. When the color cannot
be acquired, the control unit 9 estimates the color of the
illuminated signal of the traffic light based on oncoming
vehicle information and determines whether or not to ex-
ecute eco driving control based on the estimation result.

This process is described below according to the steps
of the flowchart.
[0032] In step S100, the control unit 9 evaluates wheth-
er or not the color of the illuminated signal of the traffic
light can be acquired by the camera 2. Specifically, when
a traffic light can be extracted from image data photo-
graphed by the camera 2 and the color of the illuminated
signal of the traffic light can be distinguished, the control
unit 9 evaluates that the color of the traffic light can be
acquired and executes the process of step S110. When
a traffic light cannot be extracted from image data, or
when a traffic light can be extracted but the color of the
illuminated signal cannot be distinguished, the control
unit evaluates that the color of the illuminated signal of
the traffic light cannot be acquired and executes the proc-
ess of step S130.
[0033] In step S110, the control unit 9 evaluates wheth-
er or not the acquired color of the illuminated signal of
the traffic light is red, executes the process of step S120
if the color is red, and executes the process of step S160
if the color is not red.
[0034] In step S120, the control unit 9 executes the
eco driving control described above.
[0035] In step S130, the control unit 9 performs a first
estimation (described hereinafter), executes the process
of step S120 when the traffic light is estimated to be red,
and executes the process of step S140 when the traffic
light is estimated to not be red.
[0036] The first estimation is an estimation of the color
of the illuminated signal of the traffic light, performed
based on the oncoming vehicle information. The first es-
timation shall be described in detail with reference to Fig.
4.
[0037] In the situation shown in Fig. 4, because the
lane 10 in which the host vehicle 100 is traveling curves,
the traffic light 14 of the lane 10 cannot be photographed
by the camera 2 from the position of the host vehicle 100.
The control unit 9 then estimates the color of the illumi-
nated signal of the traffic light 14 based on the oncoming
vehicle information, i.e., information pertaining to a vehi-
cle traveling in an oncoming lane 11.
[0038] The basic idea of the first estimation is that after
the host vehicle 100 and the oncoming vehicle traveling
in the oncoming lane 11 at a substantially constant ve-
hicle speed near the legal speed limit have passed each
other, if no oncoming vehicle comes for at least a prede-
termined time, the traffic light 14 can be estimated to
have changed from a green light to a red light. The basis
of such a first estimation is as follows.
[0039] When an oncoming vehicle is traveling in the
oncoming lane 11 at a substantially constant vehicle
speed near the legal speed limit, it can be estimated that
the oncoming vehicle has passed through the intersec-
tion without decelerating while a traffic light 15 of the on-
coming lane 11 is green. After the host vehicle has
passed by an oncoming vehicle that has passed through
the intersection while the traffic light 15 is green, when
no oncoming vehicle comes for at least the predeter-
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mined time, it can be estimated that the traffic light 15
has changed to red. The fact that the traffic light 15 of
the oncoming lane 11 has changed from green to red
means that the traffic light 14 of the lane 10 in which the
host vehicle 100 is traveling also changes from green to
red.
[0040] Next, a specific example of the first estimation
shall be described.
[0041] Based on the information acquired by the cam-
era 2 and the radar 3, the control unit 9 estimates the
vehicle speeds, acceleration rates, and vehicle-to-vehi-
cle distances of oncoming vehicles, and counts the
number of oncoming vehicles that pass by the host ve-
hicle 100. When the vehicle speed, acceleration rate, and
vehicle-to-vehicle distance of an oncoming vehicle meet
predetermined conditions and a predetermined time
(e.g., about five seconds) has elapsed since the last on-
coming vehicle was counted, the control unit 9 estimates
that the traffic light 14 is red. The predetermined condi-
tions in this case are, for example, if the road has a legal
speed limit of 60 (km/h), the vehicle speed is the legal
speed limit at 60 (km/h), the acceleration rate is approx-
imately zero (m/s2), and the vehicle-to-vehicle distance
is 20 (m).
[0042] When there is only one oncoming vehicle, no
assessment is made of whether or not the vehicle-to-
vehicle distance meets the predetermined condition. The
numerical values given as the predetermined conditions
are merely one example; for example, the predetermined
condition of the vehicle-to-vehicle distance may be set
to a distance commensurately greater with respect to a
higher legal speed limit.
[0043] When the vehicle speed, etc., of the oncoming
vehicle does not meet the predetermined condition, the
control unit 9 estimates that the traffic light 14 cannot be
red. The traffic light is estimated to be red when not even
one oncoming vehicle has passed through.
[0044] The description of the flowchart shall be re-
sumed.
[0045] In step S140, the control unit 9 evaluates wheth-
er or not the distance to the traffic light 14 is 100 (m) or
less; if the distance is 100 (m) or less, the control unit
executes a second estimation in step S150, otherwise
the control unit ends the current routine. The reason that
the threshold value for this evaluation is 100 (m) is de-
scribed hereinafter. Upon estimating in step S150 that
the traffic light is red, the control unit 9 then executes eco
driving control in step S120. Upon estimating in step S150
that the traffic light is not red, the control unit 9 determines
to not execute eco driving control in step S160, i.e., to
continue travel with normal control remaining in effect.
[0046] The second estimation is an estimation of the
color of the illuminated signal of the traffic light based on
the oncoming vehicle information, but the estimation
method thereof differs from that of the first estimation.
[0047] The basic idea of the second estimation is that
if the oncoming vehicle is accelerating at a vehicle speed
lower than the legal speed limit, the traffic light 14 can

be estimated to be red. The basis for such a second es-
timation is as follows.
[0048] When an oncoming vehicle is accelerating at a
vehicle speed lower than the legal speed limit, it can be
estimated that the oncoming vehicle either made a left
turn and entered the oncoming lane 11 from a lane 12
intersecting the lane 10, or made a right turn and entered
the oncoming lane 11 from a lane 13 intersecting the lane
10. This is because the oncoming vehicle sets off from
a stopped state immediately after a traffic light 16 of the
lane 12 and a traffic light 17 of the lane 13 change from
red to green and the oncoming vehicle decelerates when
passing through the intersection while both traffic lights
16, 17 remain green, and the oncoming vehicle therefore
accelerates after entering the oncoming lane 11 in either
case.
[0049] When an oncoming vehicle has entered the on-
coming lane 11 from the lane 12 or the lane 13, it means
that the traffic light 16 of the lane 12 and the traffic light
17 of the lane 13 are green and the traffic light 14 of the
lane 10 in which the host vehicle 100 is traveling is red.
[0050] The threshold value for evaluation in step S140
described above is set to 100 (m) because at a point 100
(m) from the intersection, there is a high possibility that
the oncoming vehicle, having decelerated in order to
make a right or left turn, is currently accelerating to the
legal speed limit. Specifically, the threshold value for
evaluation in step S140 is preferably a distance at which
there is a high possibility of the oncoming vehicle accel-
erating toward the legal speed limit after having deceler-
ated in order to make a right or left turn, and is not nec-
essarily limited to 100 (m). For example, the threshold
value may be set to a shorter distance commensurately
with respect to a lower legal speed limit.
[0051] Next, a specific example of the second estima-
tion shall be described.
[0052] The control unit 9 estimates the vehicle speed,
acceleration rate, and vehicle-to-vehicle distance of the
oncoming vehicle based on the information acquired by
the camera 2 and the radar 3. When the vehicle speed,
acceleration rate, and vehicle-to-vehicle distance of the
oncoming vehicle meet the predetermined conditions,
the control unit 9 estimates that the traffic light 14 is red.
The predetermined conditions in this case are, for exam-
ple, if the legal speed limit is 60 (km/h), that the vehicle
speed is lower than the legal speed limit by at least 10
(km/h), the acceleration rate is 10 (m/s2) or greater, and
the vehicle-to-vehicle distance is 10 (m) or less. The pre-
determined condition for vehicle-to-vehicle distance may
be set to a shorter distance commensurately with respect
to a lower legal speed limit. If the threshold value for
evaluation used in step S140 is changed from 100 (m),
the predetermined condition for acceleration rate may be
set to a greater value commensurately with respect to a
smaller threshold value.
[0053] As with the first estimation, the assessment of
whether or not the vehicle-to-vehicle distance meets the
predetermined condition is not made when there is only
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one oncoming vehicle. The numerical values given as
the predetermined conditions are merely one example
of numerical values at which the assessment can be
made that the oncoming vehicle is not traveling at a con-
stant vehicle speed near the legal speed limit; the nu-
merical values are not necessarily limited to these exam-
ples.
[0054] When the aforementioned predetermined con-
ditions are not met, the control unit 9 estimates that the
traffic light 14 is not red. Circumstances of the predeter-
mined conditions not being met include circumstances
in which not even one oncoming vehicle passes through.
[0055] There are also sometimes circumstances in
which an oncoming vehicle passing by the host vehicle
100 is accelerating even immediately after the traffic light
15 of the oncoming lane 11 has changed from red to
green. In these circumstances, the oncoming vehicle is
a vehicle that has stopped in the oncoming lane 11 be-
cause the traffic light 15 is red, but if the predetermined
conditions are met, the control unit 9 estimates through
the second estimation that the traffic light 14 is red and
executes eco driving control. That is, regardless of the
traffic light 14 changing from red to green, the control unit
9 estimates that the light is red. In other words, even
when the control unit 9 estimates that the traffic light 14
cannot be red, the control unit 9 executes eco driving
control when the light has been red up to that point.
[0056] However, performing control in this manner has
no problems from the standpoint of fuel efficiency and
safety. Specifically, immediately after the traffic light 14
changes to green, a forward vehicle that had been
stopped at the stop line 10A will have just started to move;
therefore, the host vehicle 100 will follow the forward ve-
hicle while traveling under normal control and will need
to decelerate. If the light is estimated to be red and eco
driving control is executed, an appropriate vehicle-to-ve-
hicle distance is maintained and fuel efficiency can be
improved. When there is no forward vehicle, vehicle
speed is decreased unnecessarily, but fuel efficiency
does not necessarily worsen and there is no problem in
terms of safety.
[0057] As described above, by executing the control
routine shown in Fig. 5, an opportunity to execute eco
driving control can be created even when the illuminated
signal of the traffic light ahead in the advancing direction
cannot be photographed by the camera 2.
[0058] A modification of the first estimation and the
second estimation shall be described.
[0059] In the first estimation of the present embodi-
ment, the vehicle speeds, acceleration rates, and vehi-
cle-to-vehicle distances of oncoming vehicles and the
number of oncoming vehicles passing by the host vehicle
100 are used as oncoming vehicle information, and the
color of the illuminated signal is estimated based on this
information, but this example is not provided by way of
limitation. Any one element among the vehicle speeds,
acceleration rates, vehicle-to-vehicle distances, and
number of vehicles may alone be used as oncoming ve-

hicle information, or any two or three may be used.
[0060] The same applies to the second estimation; any
one or two elements among the vehicle speeds, accel-
eration rates, and vehicle-to-vehicle distances may be
used as oncoming vehicle information.
[0061] Next, modifications of eco driving control shall
be described.
[0062] Figure 6 is a graph for illustrating a first modifi-
cation of eco driving control.
[0063] The act of reducing the vehicle speed to V2 by
reducing the engine output at the position L22 is similar
to Fig. 3 and is therefore not described here. In this mod-
ification, the target deceleration rate for stopping at the
position L4 is set lower than in normal control. A decel-
eration starting position for stopping at the position L4 is
thereby a position L23 ahead of the position L3, and fuel
efficiency is therefore further improved beyond that of
eco driving control illustrated in Fig. 3.
[0064] Figure 7 is a graph for illustrating a second mod-
ification of eco driving control.
[0065] In the second modification, deceleration is im-
mediately started when the control unit 9 estimates that
the traffic light is red at the position L21. The second
modification can be applied to circumstances in which
the distance from the position where eco driving control
is started to the position L4 which is the stopping position
is comparatively short, such as circumstances in which,
for example, the traffic light is estimated by the second
estimation to be red at the position L21.
[0066] Next, a modification of the control routine of Fig.
5 shall be described.
[0067] Figure 8 is a flowchart of the control routine of
the modification. The difference with Fig. 5 is that a proc-
ess (steps S135, S150) of evaluating whether or not the
light was estimated to be red during the previous calcu-
lation is executed both after it was estimated in the first
estimation in step S130 that the light cannot be red, and
after it was estimated in the second estimation in step
S150 that the light cannot be red. When the control unit
9 evaluates in steps S135 and S155 that the light was
estimated to be red during the previous calculations, the
control unit advances to step S120 and executes eco
driving control. When the control unit 9 evaluates in steps
S135 and S155 that it was estimated the light cannot be
red even during the previous calculations, the control unit
executes the processes of steps S140 and S160. The
control unit 9 thereby executes eco driving control even
when the traffic light 14 is green, if the change from red
to green has just been made. Immediately after the traffic
light 14 changes to green, there is a high possibility of
there being a vehicle traveling at a low speed near the
intersection, and when the host vehicle travels under nor-
mal control, the host vehicle must decelerate in accord-
ance with that vehicle. According to the modification de-
scribed above, the host vehicle can be prevented from
getting too close to a forward vehicle because the vehicle
speed is reduced by eco driving control, and fuel efficien-
cy can be improved by eco driving control.

9 10 



EP 3 723 064 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0068] Next, the effects of the present embodiment
shall be summarized.
[0069] In the present embodiment, the control unit 9
controls the output of the engine (drive source) based on
the color of the illuminated signal of a traffic light in the
vehicle-advancing direction while the vehicle is traveling
in autonomous driving. At this time, when the camera 2
(onboard camera) is unable to acquire the color of the
illuminated signal of the traffic light 14 in the vehicle-ad-
vancing direction, the control unit 9 estimates the color
of the illuminated signal of the traffic light 14 in the vehicle-
advancing direction based on the oncoming vehicle in-
formation, and performs eco driving control (limiting the
output of the drive source) based on the estimation result.
It is thereby possible, in situations in which the traffic light
14 in the vehicle-advancing direction is not visible from
the host vehicle 100, to minimize instances in which the
color of the illuminated signal of the traffic light 14 cannot
be assessed. As a result, there are more opportunities
to improve fuel efficiency.
[0070] In the present embodiment, the control unit 9
uses at least one element among the number, vehicle
speeds, acceleration rates, and vehicle-to-vehicle dis-
tances of vehicles traveling in the oncoming lane as on-
coming vehicle information. By using this information, the
control unit can estimate the color of the illuminated signal
of the traffic light 14 in situations in which the traffic light
14 in the vehicle-advancing direction is not visible from
the host vehicle 100.
[0071] Circumstances in the present embodiment in
which the camera 2 is unable to acquire the color of the
illuminated signal of the traffic light 14 in the vehicle-ad-
vancing direction include not only circumstances of there
being a curve that cannot be seen past in the road ahead,
but also circumstances in which a large vehicle is
traveling in front of the host vehicle, circumstances in
which the camera 2 photographs in backlit conditions,
circumstances in which the traffic light is beyond the crest
of a hill during uphill travel, and circumstances in which
the color of the illuminated signal of the traffic light cannot
be evaluated from the image of the camera 2. It is thereby
possible to adapt not only to circumstances in which there
is a curve that cannot be seen past, but also to various
situations in which the traffic light 14 in the vehicle-ad-
vancing direction is not visible from the host vehicle 100.
[0072] In the present embodiment, the control unit 9
performs eco driving control upon estimating that the
color of the illuminated signal of the traffic light 14 in the
vehicle-advancing direction is red, and does not perform
eco driving control upon estimating that the color cannot
be red. Fuel efficiency can thereby be improved by eco
driving control even in situations in which the traffic light
14 in the vehicle-advancing direction is not visible from
the host vehicle 100.
[0073] In the present embodiment, even when the con-
trol unit 9 estimates that the color of the illuminated signal
of the traffic light 14 in the vehicle-advancing direction
cannot be red, the control unit performs eco driving con-

trol when the light has just been red. Even if the traffic
light 14 has been green, when the light has just been red,
it is predicted that there will be a vehicle traveling at a
low speed near the intersection, and when the host ve-
hicle 100 is traveling under normal control, it is possible
that the host vehicle will reduce speed in accordance with
the other vehicle traveling at a low speed. According to
the present embodiment, it is possible to travel without
getting too close to a vehicle traveling at a low speed,
and fuel efficiency can be improved.
[0074] An embodiment of the present invention was
described above, but the above embodiment merely
presents some applied examples of the present invention
and is not intended to limit the technical range of the
present invention to the specific configuration of the
above embodiment.

Claims

1. A vehicle control method for controlling an output of
a drive source based on a color of an illuminated
signal of a traffic light in a vehicle-advancing direction
during travel in autonomous driving, comprising:

when the color of the illuminated signal of the
traffic light in the vehicle-advancing direction
cannot be acquired by an onboard camera,
estimating the color of the illuminated signal of
the traffic light in the vehicle-advancing direction
is based on oncoming vehicle information, and
controlling the output of the drive source based
on an estimation result.

2. The vehicle control method according to claim 1,
wherein the oncoming vehicle information includes
at least one of a vehicle speed, an acceleration rate,
a vehicle-to-vehicle distance, and a number of vehi-
cles traveling in an oncoming lane.

3. The vehicle control method according to claim 1 or
2, wherein circumstances in which the color of the
illuminated signal of the traffic light in the vehicle-
advancing direction cannot be acquired by the on-
board camera include circumstances in which there
is a curve in a road that cannot be seen past the
curve, circumstances in which a large vehicle is
traveling in front, circumstances in which the on-
board camera photographs in backlit conditions, cir-
cumstances in which the traffic light is beyond a crest
of a hill during uphill travel, and circumstances in
which the color of the illuminated signal of the traffic
light cannot be evaluated from an image captured
by the onboard camera.

4. The vehicle control method according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, wherein
the output of the drive source is limited upon esti-
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mating the color of the illuminated signal of the traffic
light in the vehicle-advancing direction to be red, and
the output of the drive source is not limited upon es-
timating that the color cannot be red.

5. The vehicle control method according to claim 4,
wherein
even upon estimating the color of the illuminated sig-
nal of the traffic light in the vehicle-advancing direc-
tion cannot be red, the output of the drive source is
limited when the color has just been red.

6. A vehicle control device comprising:

an onboard camera that photographs an area
ahead of a vehicle; and
a control unit that controls an output of a drive
source based on a color of an illuminated signal
of a traffic light in a vehicle-advancing direction
during travel in autonomous driving, wherein
the control unit estimates the color of the traffic
light in the vehicle-advancing direction based on
oncoming vehicle information and controls the
output of the drive source based on an estima-
tion result when the color of the illuminated sig-
nal of the traffic light in the vehicle-advancing
direction cannot be acquired by the onboard
camera.
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