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(54) MOTOR VEHICLE LOCK

(57) The invention is directed at a motor vehicle lock
(1), wherein a lock latch (2), a pawl (3), which is assigned
to the lock latch (2), and a lock striker bracket (4), which
lock striker bracket (4) comprises a latch bar (4a) and a
frame bar (4b), are provided, wherein the lock latch (2)
can be brought into an open position and into at least
one latching position, wherein the lock latch (2), when in
one of the latching positions, is or may be brought into
holding engagement with the latch bar (4a), wherein a
closing cycle of the motor vehicle lock (1) comprises mov-
ing the lock latch (2) from the open position to the at least
one latching position, wherein the pawl (3) may fall into
at least one engagement position, in which it is in blocking
engagement with a preliminary latching detent (6) or a
main latching detent (7) of the lock latch (2) for blocking
the lock latch (2) in its preliminary latching position or its
main latching position, wherein the pawl (3) may be de-
flected into at least one release position, in which it re-
leases the lock latch (2), wherein the motor vehicle lock
(1) comprises a braking arrangement (9) arranged such
that a contact surface (10) of the braking arrangement
(9) can be brought into a braking engagement with a
counterpart (11) such that a contact force exerted by the
contact surface (10) provides a braking force against
movement of the lock latch (2). The motor vehicle lock
(1) is characterized in that the braking force is acting be-
tween the lock latch (2) the frame bar (4b).
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Description

[0001] The invention is directed at a motor vehicle lock
according to claim 1.
[0002] The motor vehicle lock in question can in par-
ticular be assigned to a motor vehicle door. The expres-
sion "motor vehicle door" is to be understood in a broad
sense. It includes in particular side doors, back doors, lift
gates, trunk lids or engine hoods. Such a motor vehicle
door may generally be designed as a sliding door as well.
[0003] In such a motor vehicle lock in the closed posi-
tion, the lock latch is in a holding engagement with the
lock striker. In such a state, the lock latch is pre-stressed
in the opening direction, that is in a direction of movement
to release the lock striker. Even though this pre-stress,
generally stemming from a dedicated spring and/or from
sealing of the associated door, is usually quite high, the
pawl is in an engagement position with the lock latch in
that state and exerts a blocking force by means of a block-
ing engagement on the lock latch, thereby preventing
movement of the lock latch in the opening direction. Thus,
the lock latch remains in holding engagement with the
lock striker.
[0004] Eventually, the motor vehicle door is to be
opened. When the pawl is then deflected into its release
position, there is a sudden release of the spring and/or
the sealing pre-stressing the lock latch in the opening
direction. This sudden release of the high pre-stress force
results in a loud, bang-like noise, which is unpleasant to
hear.
[0005] Moreover, during a closing operation of the mo-
tor vehicle lock, the lock latch is moved in the closing
direction, generally until it reaches the main latching po-
sition. To limit a substantial overlifting, i.e. a movement
of the lock latch beyond the main latching position, gen-
erally an end stop is provided. When there is a fast closing
operation of the motor vehicle lock, there may be a loud
and annoying impact with this end stop. On the other
hand, there may also be a noise when the lock latch
moves back from a potential slight overlift for engage-
ment with the pawl.
[0006] Thus, generally with regard to movement of the
lock latch, for avoiding or mitigating the above effects it
is desired that such movement of the lock latch not be
excessively fast.
[0007] To this end, it is known from the prior art and in
particular from DE 20 2012 011 372 U1, from which the
present invention proceeds, to provide a braking arrange-
ment which engages the lock latch in order to exert a
desired braking force acting against movement of the
lock latch. However, this braking arrangement presents
an additional structure within the motor vehicle lock.
[0008] Proceeding from this prior art, it is an object of
the invention to provide a motor vehicle lock with an im-
proved and in particular more economical braking mech-
anism for the lock latch.
[0009] For a motor vehicle lock with the features of the
general part of claim 1, this problem is solved with the

features of the characterizing part of claim 1.
[0010] The invention is based on the realization that,
for motor vehicle locks with a lock striker bracket, i.e. a
lock striker arrangement comprising two bars moving rel-
ative to the lock latch, a braking arrangement with a con-
tact surface can be provided for, which exerts a contact
force acting between the lock latch and the frame bar -
i.e. that lock striker bar not received by the lock latch, as
opposed to the latch bar which is received by the lock
latch. This contact force provides a braking force against
movement of the latch. Thus, the invention makes use
of a component of the lock striker which has hitherto been
neglected for the opening and closing operation of the
motor vehicle lock, namely that part of the lock striker not
received by the lock latch.
[0011] By acting against e. g. movement of the lock
latch toward the open position from a main latching po-
sition, the force which needs to be exerted by the pawl
in order to hold the lock latch in the main latching position
can be reduced, thereby "relieving" the pawl to a certain
extent. Further, it becomes possible not only to reduce
the noise caused e.g. by the deflection of the pawl in the
release position, but also to affect different frequencies
of the noise in a specific manner based on the properties
of the braking arrangement.
[0012] The above braking force may at least partly or
even substantially be a frictional force according to the
preferred embodiment of claim 2. It may as well at least
partly or even substantially be a vector component of the
contact force, which vector component acts against
movement of the lock latch.
[0013] Claims 4 and 5 are directed at preferred em-
bodiments in which during the closing cycle or the open-
ing cycle of the motor vehicle lock, respectively, there is
a gliding movement across the contact surface. When
there is friction, each such movement has to traverse a
path acting against that friction. The absorption of the
impact energy during the closing cycle or the release of
the spring in the opening cycle is protracted at least
throughout the time for this traversal.
[0014] The preferred embodiment of claim 6 provides
for different regions of the contact surface being config-
ured to exert different levels of braking forces. Thereby,
a specific desired braking behavior may be provided for
by the contact surface. In particular, a part of the contact
surface may have a protrusion which exerts an even
greater braking force acting against the movement of the
lock latch.
[0015] A braking arrangement exerting a braking force
that acts on the frame bar may also obviate the need for
a separate structure against overlifting, as is described
by the preferred embodiment of claim 8.
[0016] The preferred embodiments of claims 9 and 10
are directed at a braking element configured to be com-
pressed for exerting a restoring force, which restoring
force may then contribute to the contact force and as a
result to the braking force. By having varying degrees of
range of spring as the contact surface is traversed, a
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specific desired behavior of the opening and closing proc-
ess can be implemented.
[0017] In order to reduce the - external - retaining force
exerted on the lock latch which is transmitted through the
motor vehicle door, the preferred embodiment of claim
11 provides for having at least part of the flux of force of
the retaining force exerted on the latch bar being closed
through the frame bar. Thus, the external stress in the
motor vehicle door caused by holding the lock latch in
the holding engagement with the latch bar is mitigated.
[0018] In principle, the braking arrangement can be ar-
ranged either on the side of the lock latch, on the side or
the frame bar or even independently of either structure.
The preferred embodiments of claims 12 and 13 are di-
rected at having the braking arrangement arranged on
the side of the lock latch and the preferred embodiments
of claims 14 and 15 are directed at having the braking
arrangement arranged on the side of the frame bar.
[0019] In the following the invention will be described
with reference to exemplary embodiments shown in the
drawings. The respective figures of the drawings show in

Fig. 1 a motor vehicle lock according to a first embod-
iment of the invention with the lock latch in an
open position,

Fig. 2 the motor vehicle lock of Fig. 1 with the lock
latch in a preliminary latching position,

Fig. 3 the motor vehicle lock of Fig. 1 with the lock
latch in a main latching position,

Fig. 4 a motor vehicle lock according to a second em-
bodiment of the invention with the lock latch in
an open position,

Fig. 5 the motor vehicle lock of Fig. 4 with the lock
latch in a preliminary latching position,

Fig. 6 the motor vehicle lock of Fig. 4 with the lock
latch in a main latching position,

Fig. 7 a motor vehicle lock according to a third em-
bodiment of the invention with the lock latch in
an open position,

Fig. 8 the motor vehicle lock of Fig. 7 with the lock
latch in a preliminary latching position, and

Fig. 9 the motor vehicle lock of Fig. 7 with the lock
latch in a main latching position.

[0020] The motor vehicle locks 1 shown in the drawings
are each assigned to a motor vehicle door (not shown).
Regarding the broad interpretation of the expression
"motor vehicle door", reference is made to the introduc-
tory part of the specification. Here and preferably the mo-
tor vehicle door is a side door of the motor vehicle.

[0021] The motor vehicle lock 1 comprises the usual
locking elements lock latch 2, pawl 3 - which pawl 3 is
assigned to the lock latch 2 - and a lock striker bracket
4 comprising a latch bar 4a and a frame bar 4b. The lock
striker bracket 4 also comprises a transverse bar 4c fix-
edly coupling the latch bar 4a and the frame bar 4b, which
transverse bar 4c is shown in Fig. 1 only. Normally, the
latch bar 4a and the frame bar 4b are connected to a
base plate 4d also shown in Fig. 1.
[0022] In general, the latch bar 4a, the frame bar 4b
and the transverse bar are preferably of one piece. The
lock latch 2 can be brought into an open position (Fig. 1,
4 and 7) and into at least one latching position, which for
the present embodiments comprises a preliminary latch-
ing position (Fig. 2, 5 and 8) and a main latching position
(Fig. 3, 6 and 9). The lock latch 2, when in one of the
latching positions (Fig. 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9), is or may be
brought into holding engagement with the latch bar 4a.
For this the latch bar 4a is or may be positioned in an
inlet opening 2a of the lock latch 2, while the frame bar
4b stays outside the inlet opening 2a.
[0023] A closing cycle of the motor vehicle lock 1 is
initiated by the latch bar 4a coming into engagement with
the lock latch 2 when the motor vehicle door is being
closed by the user (Fig. 1, 4 and 7). The direction of travel
of the latch bar 4a is denoted by reference number 5 in
the drawings. It may be taken from this that during a clos-
ing cycle the frame bar 4b follows the latch bar 4a.
[0024] The above noted closing cycle of the motor ve-
hicle lock 1 comprises moving the lock latch 2 from the
open position (Fig. 1, 4 and 7) to the at least one latching
position - for the present embodiments the main latching
position (Fig. 3, 6 and 9) -, wherein the pawl 3 may fall
into at least one engagement position, in which it is in
blocking engagement with a preliminary latching detent
6 or a main latching detent 7. In the present embodiments
the movement to the main latching position occurs via
the preliminary latching position (Fig. 2, 5 and 8). The
engagement between the pawl 3 and the preliminary
latching detent 6 or the main latching detent 7 leads to
blocking the lock latch 2 in its preliminary latching position
or in its main latching position, respectively.
[0025] For opening the motor vehicle door, the pawl 3
may be deflected into at least one release position (Fig.
1, 4 and 7), in which it releases the lock latch 2. For
performing such a deflection movement, a pawl actuation
apparatus 8, in particular a paw1 actuation lever - which
is not shown for the present embodiments - may be pro-
vided.
[0026] The motor vehicle lock 1 further comprises a
braking arrangement 9 arranged such that a contact sur-
face 10 of the braking arrangement 9 can be brought into
a braking engagement with a counterpart 11 such that a
contact force exerted by the contact surface 10 provides
a braking force against movement of the lock latch 2. The
counterpart 11 can in principle be any surface with which
the contact surface 10 can be brought into engagement,
examples of which will be described in further detail be-
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low. In particular, the above contact force provides a brak-
ing force against movement of the lock latch 2 relative to
the position of the braking engagement of the contact
surface 10 with the counterpart 11.
[0027] The movement of the lock latch 2 is - as seen
in the drawings - a rotational movement. Further, the
braking force may act against movement of the lock latch
2 in both of the directions of rotation of the lock latch 2
or against movement in only either one of the directions
of rotation of the lock latch 2. Whether or not the braking
force against movement in both directions or only against
movement in one direction may also depend on the cur-
rent position of the lock latch 2 and the relative position
of the frame bar 4b to it.
[0028] The motor vehicle lock 1 according to the inven-
tion is characterized in that the braking force is acting
between the lock latch 2 and the frame bar 4b. This
means that the braking force is in any case transmitted
through the frame bar 4b. For this, it is not necessary that
the contact surface 10 engages the frame bar 4b directly,
though that may be the case as shown in Fig. 1 to 6 for
the first and second embodiments. It may also be that
the braking force is acting on the frame bar 4b indirectly.
This is the case for example for the third embodiment of
Fig. 7 to 9.
[0029] In a preferred embodiment, the braking force
comprises a frictional force exerted by the contact sur-
face 10 against the counterpart 11. This frictional force
may be due to static friction or due to kinetic friction at
different times.
[0030] In principle, the contact surface 10 can be
brought into the braking engagement 9 for one or more
arbitrary positions of the lock latch 2. It is preferred that
the braking arrangement 9 is arranged such that the con-
tact surface 10 of the braking arrangement 9 is in a brak-
ing engagement when the lock latch 2 is in a frame bar
engagement position, which in other words is a specific
position of the lock latch 2. There may also be more than
one such frame bar engagement position. Here, it is pre-
ferred that the frame bar engagement position is one of
the latching positions. For the present embodiments, the
braking arrangement 9 is arranged such that the contact
surface 10 of the braking arrangement 9 is in a braking
engagement when the lock latch 2 is in the preliminary
latching position (Fig. 2, 5 and 8) or in the main latching
position (Fig. 3, 6 and 9).
[0031] Accordingly, it is preferred that the braking force
acts against the lock latch 2 moving from the frame bar
engagement position and in particular, that the braking
force acts against the lock latch 2 moving toward the
open position and/or opposite to the open position. This
may also be different for different frame bar engagement
positions. Further, even if the braking force acts against
movement of the lock latch 2 in both directions, the mag-
nitude of the braking force may be different for both di-
rections. For example, it can be seen for the first embod-
iment in Fig. 2 that when the lock latch 2 is in the prelim-
inary latching position, the engagement between the con-

tact surface 10 and the counterpart 11 is such that the
braking force substantially acts only against movement
of the lock latch 2 opposite to the open position, i.e. in a
closing direction.
[0032] Further, it is preferred that the braking arrange-
ment 9 is arranged such that there is a closing gliding
movement of the counterpart 11 across the contact sur-
face 10 during a closing cycle in which the lock latch 2
is brought into holding engagement with the latch bar 4a.
Such a closing gliding movement against the contact
force providing the braking force leads to the absorption
of energy. As can be seen from Fig. 1 to 9, in particular
when considering the progression from the open position
to the main latching position, this is realized for all three
embodiments shown in the drawings.
[0033] Conversely, it is preferred that an opening cycle
of the motor vehicle lock 1 comprises moving the lock
latch 2 to the open position for releasing the latch bar 4a
and that the braking arrangement 9 is arranged such that
there is a opening gliding movement of the counterpart
11 across the contact surface 10 during the opening cy-
cle. This is also realized for all embodiments shown here
and substantially corresponds to a progression opposite
to the closing cycle. Thus, there is also the above-de-
scribed absorption of energy when the motor vehicle lock
1 traverses an opening cycle.
[0034] The braking arrangement 9 and in particular the
contact surface 10 may be formed and in particular
shaped to achieve a specific desired behavior. For ex-
ample, it may be desirable to have different braking forc-
es, i.e. greater or smaller braking forces, acting against
movement of the lock latch 2. Therefore, it is preferred
that the contact surface 10 comprises a first region 12a
configured to exert a first contact force when engaging
the counterpart 11 and a second region 12b configured
to exert a second contact force when engaging the coun-
terpart 11 and that the second contact force is greater
than the first contact force. In particular, this first contact
force and second contact force, respectively, may be ex-
erted during the closing gliding movement and/or the
opening gliding movement.
[0035] There are in principle many options for providing
such a first region 12a and a second region 12b, for ex-
ample by choosing specific and varying materials or coat-
ings for the contact surface 10 or by providing for a par-
ticular geometry of the braking arrangement 9 or the con-
tact surface 10. As seen in the second embodiment of
Fig. 4 to 6, it may be that the first region 12a comprises
a substantially planar section and the second region 12b
comprises a protruding section.
[0036] In the open position of the lock latch 2, there
will in general be no contact between the contact surface
10 and the counterpart 11. In principle, such contact may
be established at an arbitrary point in the closing cycle
of the motor vehicle lock 1. It is preferred that contact
between the contact surface 10 and the counterpart 11
is established during the closing cycle when the lock latch
2 moves into the at least one latching position with a
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holding engagement with the latch bar 4a. This situation
can be seen in Fig. 2, 5 and 8, in which the lock latch 2
is in the respective preliminary latch position and the
above contact is initially made.
[0037] For a motor vehicle lock 1, it is also desired to
limit in particular substantial movement of the lock latch
2 beyond the main latching position. Such excessive
movement of the lock latch 2 is called overlifting. One
possibility to limit this overlifting is to provide a stopping
arrangement which blocks further such movement of the
lock latch 2. According to a preferred embodiment, the
braking arrangement 9 may serve this purpose, thereby
obviating the need for a separate stopping arrangement.
Accordingly, it is preferred that the braking arrangement
9 is configured to block movement of the lock latch 2
beyond a limit position, in particular to block an overlifting
of the lock latch 2, in a direction of movement of the clos-
ing cycle through the braking force. That limit position
may in particular be one of the at least one latching po-
sition and in particular the main latching position. Note
that for this blocking to occur it suffices that the braking
force need only be sufficient to overcome a force acting
on the lock latch 2 within reasonable limits, since here
only a closing force exerted by a human being is relevant
in practice.
[0038] It is preferred that the braking arrangement 9
comprises an elastic braking element 13 configured to
be compressed when the contact surface 10 is brought
into the braking engagement with the counterpart 11.
Preferably, the contact force goes back on a restoring
force of the elastic brake element 13 exerted by the con-
tact surface 10 against the counterpart 11. In particular,
this braking element 13 may be bounded by the contact
surface 10, as can be seen in Fig. 1 to 9 for all three
embodiments. As can also be seen for all three embod-
iments, the braking element 13 may surround an inner
hollow space 13a, which may either be empty or filled
with a different material different from that of the braking
element 13. It is further to be noted that a protrusion of
the contact surface 10 as described above is suitable for
increasing both the frictional force and the restoring force
in the section in which the protrusion is present.
[0039] It may be advantageous in view of the reduction
of wear, that the braking force substantially is a vector
component of the restoring force. The frictional force then
only contributes a small portion to the braking force.
[0040] Here it is preferred, however, that the braking
force is substantially determined by the frictional force,
such that extensive dynamic effects like extensive vibra-
tion tendencies, that may go back on the elasticity of the
elastic braking element 13, are prevented. Here, the
braking force may still comprise a restoring force com-
ponent, but this restoring force component is then in any
case smaller than the frictional force. It is to be noted that
this respective preponderance of either the frictional
force or the restoring force may be different for different
positions of the lock latch 2, i.e. for different contact sit-
uations between the contact surface 10 and the counter-

part 11.
[0041] In particular for achieving the above-described
difference between the first contact force and the second
contact force, the spring characteristics, in particular the
spring elasticity, associated with particular sections of
the contact surface, in particular associated with partic-
ular sections of the elastic braking element 13, may be
different. For example, the contact surface 10 may com-
prise a section with a greater range of spring of the elastic
braking element 13 and a section with a smaller range
of spring of the elastic braking element 13. Here the
above first region 12a may correspond to the section with
the smaller range of spring and the above second region
12b may correspond to the section with the greater range
of spring. It is to be pointed out that increasing the range
of spring may not only affect the restoring force, but also
the frictional force, even if the material properties of the
braking element 13 remain the same otherwise.
[0042] It may be desired that the contact surface 10 is
configured such that the braking force for moving away
from a particular position of the lock latch 2 is substantially
maximized, i.e. not maximized in a strict mathematical
sense but chosen as great as possible within reasonable
and practical limits. This may apply for example to the
main latching position, because for the main latching po-
sition an overlifting as described above is to be limited
on the one hand and the initial movement in the opening
direction is preferably slowed down to prevent e.g. an-
noying banging noise. Therefore, it is preferred that when
the lock latch 2 is in the at least one latching position - in
particular in the frame bar engagement position, which
here is the main latching position - with a holding engage-
ment with the latch bar 4a, a corresponding rest point 14
of engagement of the contact surface 10 with the coun-
terpart 11 is such that the braking force against a move-
ment out of this rest position of the lock latch 2 is sub-
stantially maximized. Here and preferably, a correspond-
ing rest point 14 of engagement of the contact surface
10 with the counterpart 11 has a locally minimal range
of spring.
[0043] Since the frame bar 4b is fixedly connected to
the latch bar 4a and regularly made of a single piece with
the latch bar 4a, it becomes possible to arrange for a
closed flux of force through the lock striker bracket 4 with
these components, the lock latch 2 and the braking ar-
rangement 9. Though the contact force will generally be
insufficient to obviate the need for the pawl 3 entirely,
thereby not eliminating the force being transmitted
through in particular a bearing 15 of the lock latch 2, at
least that force can be reduced, which in turn results in
less stress for components of the motor vehicle door sup-
porting the motor vehicle lock 1 and in particular the lock
latch 2. Thus it is preferred that a flux of force of at least
a part of a retaining force exerted by the lock latch 2 on
the latch bar 4a is closed through the contact surface 10
and the frame bar 4b through the braking engagement.
[0044] With regard to the arrangement of the braking
arrangement 9, according to one preferred variety, the
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braking arrangement 9 is fixedly arranged at the lock latch
2. Here, it is further preferred that the frame bar 4b com-
prises the counterpart 11. This corresponds to the first
and second embodiments of Fig. 1 to 6, respectively.
[0045] In particular and as also shown in Fig. 1 to 6,
the braking arrangement 9 is arranged at an edge of the
lock latch 2 which moves into an inlet path of the latch
bar 4a during the closing cycle of the motor vehicle lock 1.
[0046] According to a further preferred variety, the
braking arrangement 9 is fixedly arranged at the frame
bar 4b. This corresponds to the third embodiment shown
in Fig. 7 to 9. Accordingly, it is preferred that the lock
latch 2 comprises the counterpart 11. As also shown for
the third embodiment, it is preferred that the counterpart
11 is arranged at an edge of the lock latch 2 which moves
into the inlet path of the latch bar 4a during the closing
cycle of the motor vehicle lock 1.
[0047] Regarding the structural design of the lock latch
2, the lock latch 2 preferably comprises a metallic base
body which is coated with a dampening material, which
in turn is preferably a soft-elastic plastic material with
good internal damping behavior, which here and in the
following shall be referred to as a first material. This first
material may be a plastic material, in particular a ther-
moplastic polyester elastomer (TPE-E). The commercial-
ly available products Hytrel 4774, Hytrel 5225 and Hytrel
6356 from DuPont or Riteflex 677 from Ticona have prov-
en particularly advantageous in practice. The respective
Shore hardness (ISO 868, 15s) are preferably between
43 and 77 and in particular at 51 (Hytrel 5526).
[0048] The braking arrangement 9, and in particular
the braking element 13 and the contact surface 10, may
now be produced by having an appropriately greater ex-
tension of the dampening material, i.e. the first material.
Thus, the braking element 13 and the contact surface 10
is comprised by a coating of the lock latch 2.
[0049] Alternatively, the braking element 13 and in par-
ticular the contact surface 10 may be made from an over-
mould of a second material based on the lock latch 2 with
the metallic base body and the coating with the first ma-
terial, which second material may be identical or different
from the above first material. Alternatively, the braking
element 13 and the contact surface 10 may be attached
to the coating of the lock latch 2 through another method.

Claims

1. Motor vehicle lock (1), wherein a lock latch (2), a
pawl (3), which is assigned to the lock latch (2), and
a lock striker bracket (4), which lock striker bracket
(4) comprises a latch bar (4a) and a frame bar (4b),
are provided, wherein the lock latch (2) can be
brought into an open position and into at least one
latching position, wherein the lock latch (2), when in
one of the latching positions, is or may be brought
into holding engagement with the latch bar (4a),
wherein a closing cycle of the motor vehicle lock (1)

comprises moving the lock latch (2) from the open
position to the at least one latching position, wherein
the pawl (3) may fall into at least one engagement
position, in which it is in blocking engagement with
a preliminary latching detent (6) or a main latching
detent (7) of the lock latch (2) for blocking the lock
latch (2) in its preliminary latching position or its main
latching position, wherein the pawl (3) may be de-
flected into at least one release position, in which it
releases the lock latch (2), wherein the motor vehicle
lock (1) comprises a braking arrangement (9) ar-
ranged such that a contact surface (10) of the braking
arrangement (9) can be brought into a braking en-
gagement with a counterpart (11) such that a contact
force exerted by the contact surface (10) provides a
braking force against movement of the lock latch (2),
characterized in that,
the braking force is acting between the lock latch (2)
and the frame bar (4b).

2. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that, the braking force at least partly is a
frictional force exerted by the contact surface (10)
against the counterpart (11).

3. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to claim 1 or 2, char-
acterized in that, the braking arrangement (9) is ar-
ranged such that the contact surface (10) of the brak-
ing arrangement (9) is in a braking engagement
when the lock latch (2) is in a frame bar engagement
position, preferably of one of the latching positions,
in particular, that the braking force acts against the
lock latch (2) moving from the frame bar engagement
position, further preferably, toward the open position
and/or opposite to the open position.

4. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 3, characterized in that, the braking arrangement
(9) is arranged such that there is a closing gliding
movement of the counterpart (10) across the contact
surface (10) during a closing cycle in which the lock
latch (2) is brought into holding engagement with the
latch bar (4a).

5. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 4, characterized in that, an opening cycle of the
motor vehicle lock (1) comprises moving the lock
latch (2) to the open position for releasing the latch
bar (4a) and that the braking arrangement (9) is ar-
ranged such that there is an opening gliding move-
ment of the counterpart (11) across the contact sur-
face (10) during the opening cycle.

6. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 5, characterized in that, the contact surface (10)
comprises a first region (12a) configured to exert a
first braking force when engaging the counterpart
(11) and a second region (12b) configured to exert

9 10 



EP 3 009 585 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a second braking force when engaging the counter-
part (11), in particular during the closing gliding
movement and/or the opening gliding movement,
and that the second braking force is greater than the
first braking force, preferably, wherein the first region
(12a) comprises a substantially planar section and
the second region (12b) comprises a protruding sec-
tion.

7. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 6, characterized in that, contact between the
contact surface (10) and the counterpart (11) is es-
tablished during the closing cycle when the lock latch
(2) moves into the at least one latching position with
a holding engagement with the latch bar (4a).

8. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 7, characterized in that, the braking arrangement
(9) is configured to block movement of the lock latch
(2) beyond a limit position, in particular to block an
overlifting of the lock latch (2), in a direction of move-
ment of the closing cycle through the braking force.

9. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 8, characterized in that, the braking arrangement
(9) comprises an elastic braking element (13) con-
figured to be compressed when the contact surface
(10) is brought into the braking engagement (9) with
the counterpart (11), preferably, that the contact
force comprises a restoring force exerted by the con-
tact surface (10) against the counterpart (11), in par-
ticular, that the contact surface (10) comprises a sec-
tion with a greater range of spring of the elastic brak-
ing element (13) and a section with a smaller range
of spring of the elastic braking element (13).

10. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to claim 9, charac-
terized in that, when the lock latch (2) is in the at
least one latching position, preferably, in the frame
bar engagement position, with a holding engage-
ment with the latch bar (4a), a corresponding rest
point (14) of engagement of the contact surface (10)
with the counterpart (11) has a locally minimal range
of spring.

11. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 10, characterized in that, a flux of force of at least
a part of a retaining force exerted by the lock latch
(2) on the latch bar (4a) is closed through the contact
surface (10) and the frame bar (4b) through the brak-
ing engagement.

12. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 11, characterized in that, the braking arrange-
ment (9) is fixedly arranged at the lock latch (2), pref-
erably, that the frame bar (4b) comprises the coun-
terpart (11).

13. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to claim 12, char-
acterized in that the braking arrangement (9) is ar-
ranged at an edge of the lock latch (2) which moves
into an inlet path of the latch bar (4a) during the clos-
ing cycle of the motor vehicle lock (1).

14. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to one of claims 1
to 11, characterized in that, the braking arrange-
ment (9) is fixedly arranged at the frame bar (4b),
preferably, that the lock latch (2) comprises the coun-
terpart (11).

15. Motor vehicle lock (1) according to claim 14, char-
acterized in that, the counterpart (11) is arranged
at an edge of the lock latch (2) which moves into an
inlet path of the latch bar (4a) during the closing cycle
of the motor vehicle lock (2).
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