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(54) Sliding bearing and method to perform service at a sliding bearing

(57) The invention relates to a sliding bearing and a
method to perform a service at a sliding bearing.

A sliding bearing of a wind turbine comprises a first
bearing shell and a second bearing shell and a plurality
of bearing pads arranged between the first bearing shell
and the second bearing shell.

The bearing pads are connected to the second bear-

ing shell and the first bearing shell comprises a sliding
surface that is prepared and arranged in a way that the
bearing pads can slide along the sliding surface when
the bearing shells are moved in respect to each other.

A machining element is arranged between the first
bearing shell and the second bearing shell to treat the
sliding surface of the first bearing shell.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a sliding bearing and a
method to perform a service at a sliding bearing.
[0002] A wind turbine transfers the energy of moving
air into electrical energy. The moving air accelerates the
rotor of the wind turbine. The rotation of the rotor is trans-
ferred to an electrical generator. The electrical generator
transforms the rotational energy into electrical energy.
[0003] In the last years the concept of a direct driven
wind turbine was established. In a direct driven wind tur-
bine the rotational energy of the rotor is transferred to
the generator directly without the use of a gearbox.
[0004] In a direct driven wind turbine the rotor of the
wind turbine is directly connected to the rotor of the elec-
trical generator. The chain of mechanically connected
parts leading from the rotor of the wind turbine to the rotor
of the generator is called the drive train of the wind tur-
bine.
[0005] To allow the rotational movement and to provide
the necessary stability of the rotating parts, the drive train
is mounted with at least one bearing. This bearing allows
the drive train to rotate. At the same time it provides the
necessary stability by supporting the radial and axial
loads and the bending moments present in the drive train.
[0006] WO 2011/003482 A2 describes a wind turbine
main bearing realized to bear a shaft of a wind turbine.
The bearing comprises a fluid bearing with a plurality of
bearing pads.
[0007] The document describes a bearing with a cylin-
drical bearing surface and a series of trust pads.
[0008] During the operation of the bearing foreign par-
ticles can enter the bearing or small pieces of the bearing
pads might break off and stay in the bearing. These par-
ticles can cause defects or damages like scratches in the
sliding surface of the bearing.
[0009] Defects in the sliding surface again lead to a
higher friction that leads to a higher wear in the bearing.
[0010] Therefore the sliding bearing has to be cleaned
during service to remove loose particles from the bearing.
[0011] After some time of operation the bearing or parts
of the bearing need to be exchanged during service be-
cause of damages in the sliding surface.
[0012] A main bearing in a wind turbine especially in a
direct driven wind turbine has a diameter of 2 meter or
more and is heavy. This makes it very difficult to ex-
change it.
[0013] The exchange of a bearing in a wind turbine,
especially a bearing in the drive train, is very complicated
and costly. Often a crane has to be erected and the rotor
of the wind turbine has to be dismantled. The Bearing is
then exchanged and the rotor is mounted to the nacelle
again. For other wind turbines, a crane is needed to lift
a part of the drive train out of the nacelle of the wind
turbine. The bearing or bearings are then exchanged and
the drive train is mounted again.
[0014] Especially in the case of an off-shore installation
this exchange is very expensive, as a specialized vessel

is needed to perform the crane lift.
[0015] The bearings can then be refurbished in a plant
specialized for this kind of work. The bearings can then
also be reused.
[0016] Little defects like scratches have a negative ef-
fect on the lubrication and on the condition of the bearing
pads. When the bearing shows too many of those de-
fects, the bearing needs to be exchanged during service.
The bearing can be refurbished and used again. The ex-
change of the bearing is very time consuming and ex-
pensive and needs to be avoided as long as possible.
[0017] The aim of the invention is therefore to provide
an improved bearing and a method to perform service at
this bearing.
[0018] The aim is reached by the features of the inde-
pendent claims. Preferred embodiments of the invention
are described in the dependent claims.
[0019] A sliding bearing of a wind turbine comprises a
first bearing shell and a second bearing shell and a plu-
rality of bearing pads arranged between the first bearing
shell and the second bearing shell.
[0020] The bearing pads are connected to the second
bearing shell and the first bearing shell comprises a slid-
ing surface that is prepared and arranged in a way that
the bearing pads can slide along the sliding surface when
the bearing shells are moved in respect to each other.
[0021] A machining element is arranged between the
first bearing shell and the second bearing shell to treat
the sliding surface of the first bearing shell.
[0022] A sliding bearing is also called a friction bearing,
a floating bearing or a sleeve bearing. The sliding bearing
can transfer radial and/or axial forces or tilting moments.
A sliding bearing comprises a sliding surface at one of
the bearing shells. Bearing pads are usually detachable
attached to the other bearing shell and slide along the
sliding surface when the bearing when the bearing is in
operation, i.e. in motion.
[0023] The bearing pads are segmented so that a cer-
tain number of bearing pads are used in a sliding bearing.
The bearing pads are subject to wear. Therefore bearing
pads need to be exchanged and replaced by new bearing
pads after some time of usage and after they are worn.
[0024] A machining element is an element that shows
a capability to perform machining operations on a sur-
face. The machining element is capable to perform ma-
chining operation on the sliding surface of the sliding
bearing. Machining operation performed by the machin-
ing element can be grinding, sanding or polishing of the
surface. This includes operations for surface processing
of the sliding surface.
[0025] During the operation of the bearing the sliding
surface of the bearing will experience damages in the
sliding surface like scratches or grooves. These damag-
es come from foreign particles that enter the bearing,
from dust or from fragment from parts of the bearing or
the bearing pads.
[0026] The grooves and scratches lead to a weaker
lubrication, especially a thinner layer of lubricant in the
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bearing, and therefore to a higher wear.
[0027] The machining element performs machining
operations on the surface. Thus grooves and scratches
in the surface can be removed.
[0028] The machining element is arranged between
the first and the second bearing shell. Thus the machining
operation is performed in the sliding bearing, while the
bearing shells are assembled together. Thus the sliding
surface of the bearing is treated while the bearing shells
are assembled together and the bearing is installed in its
place of operation. Thus there is no need to dismount
the bearing, or to transport the bearing to a machine.
Depending on the size of the bearing no heavy machinery
is needed to dismantle or transport the bearing.
[0029] The service at the bearing is performed on spot.
Thus transportation time is saved, thus service time is
saved.
[0030] The machining element can perform the ma-
chining operation on the sliding surface, when the bear-
ing is rotating. Thus no drive is needed in the machining
element. Thus no additional power is needed to operate
the machining element.
[0031] At least one of the bearing pads is prepared and
arranged in a way that it is replaceable by the machining
element.
[0032] A bearing pad can be dismounted from the bear-
ing shell and can be taken out of the bearing. The place
where the bearing pad has been mounted in the bearing
can be used to place the machining element in the bear-
ing.
[0033] Thus no additional space has to be provided to
install the machining element in the bearing.
[0034] Thus the machining element is mounted to the
bearing shell with the same mechanism as the bearing
pads use. Thus the machining element can be placed in
different spots in the bearing.
[0035] The machining element is a bearing pad with a
machining surface.
[0036] A bearing pad can be equipped with a surface
that shows machining property. Thus the machining el-
ement is assembled from a standard part used in the
bearing. Thus a machining element can be established
very easily. Thus the machining element is cheap.
[0037] Thus the machining element has the same size
and the same connection interface as a bearing pad.
[0038] At least one bearing pad comprises a pad car-
rier and a liner, and the machining element is a pad carrier
with a liner with a machining property.
[0039] A bearing pad comprises a pad carrier and a
liner. The liner is subject to wear and is exchanged during
service. The liner is mounted to the pad carrier. The pad
carrier is mounted to the bearing shell.
[0040] The liner used during normal operation is ex-
changed and replaced by a liner used to perform machin-
ing operation at the sliding surface. To perform this op-
eration, the liner has a surface with machining properties.
This can be a sanding surface or a polishing surface for
example.

[0041] The liner can be exchanged very easily. Thus
the liner with the machining property can be placed in
the sliding bearing very easy. Thus service time is saved,
thus service costs are saved.
[0042] The replacement of the liner can easily be per-
formed. Thus the machining of the surface can be per-
formed more often. Thus damages in the surface can be
treated, when the damage is still small. Thus a beginning
damage will not get to big. Thus the sliding surface is in
a good condition during the time of operation.
[0043] A sliding bearing comprises an opening in the
first bearing shell, whereby the opening is a through hole
leading from the outer surface to the inner surface of the
first bearing shell. The opening is prepared and arranged
in a way that the machining element can be arranged
between the first bearing shell and the second bearing
shell through the opening.
[0044] The bearing pads are connected to the second
bearing shell. The bearing pads slide along the first bear-
ing shell.
[0045] An opening is provided in the first bearing shell.
The bearing pads can be seen and exchanged through
this opening. Due to the movability of the second bearing
shell in respect to the first bearing shell, all bearing pads
can be reached through the opening.
[0046] Thus a machining element can be arranged be-
tween the bearing shells through the opening. Thus the
bearing does not need to be opened completely, or the
bearing shells do not need to be separated.
[0047] When just the opening in the bearing shell is
opened, less foreign particles and dust have the chance
to enter the bearing. Thus less damage can be done to
the sliding surface, thus the lifetime of the bearing is in-
creased.
[0048] At least one bearing pad is prepared and ar-
ranged in a way that the thickness of the bearing pad can
be adapted to the clearance between the first and the
second bearing shell.
[0049] When the sliding surface is machined, the clear-
ance between the bearing shells can have changed. The
bearing pads need to be adjusted to achieve the same
tolerance in the bearing again as there was before the
machining. The tolerance of the sliding bearing depends
on the use of the bearing and depends on the loads a
sliding bearing has to take.
[0050] A bearing pad comprises a possibility to adjust
the thickness of the bearing pad. Thus the thickness of
the bearing pad can be adapted to the clearance in the
bearing.
[0051] Thus the bearing pads can be used in the bear-
ing after machining the sliding surface, thus the bearing
pads do not need to be exchanged. Thus less material
is needed. Thus costs are saved.
[0052] At least one bearing pad comprises an adjust-
ment mechanism, so that the thickness of the bearing
pad can be adjusted to the clearance between the first
and the second bearing shell.
[0053] A bearing pad can be adjusted to a certain
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height needed. The height of the bearing pad needs to
fit to the clearance in the bearing to achieve a certain
tolerance of the sliding bearing.
[0054] A bearing pad comprises an adjustment mech-
anism so that the height of the bearing pad can be ad-
justed.
[0055] Thus the height of the bearing pad can be ad-
justed to the clearance in the bearing. Thus the bearing
pad can be used in the bearing after the machining.
[0056] A sliding bearing comprises a shin to adjust the
thickness of at least one bearing pad to the clearance
between the first and the second bearing shells.
[0057] A bearing pad is used together with a shin. Thus
the height of the bearing pad can be adjusted to the clear-
ance in the bearing. Shins are a cheap material. Thus
the adjustment can be done very cost effective.
[0058] The sliding bearing is a bearing in a wind tur-
bine.
[0059] In wind turbines bearings are used for different
purposes. Bearings are used as a yaw bearing, as pitch
bearings for the rotor blades and in the drive train of the
wind turbine. bearings in the drive train are bearings to
stabilize the rotor, bearings in a gear box or bearings in
the generator for example.
[0060] The bearings in a wind turbine are often difficult
to exchange. Especially in an offshore installation a crane
on a vessel is required to un-mount the rotor or the nacelle
of a wind turbine.
[0061] Sliding bearings are used in a wind turbine, es-
pecially for the bearings with a large diameter.
[0062] Thus the sliding surface of a sliding bearing in
a wind turbine can be machined without the need of a
crane and a vessel. Thus the service of the bearing can
be done on spot. Thus the service is much cheaper and
the downtime of the wind turbine is reduced.
[0063] The sliding bearing is the main bearing in a di-
rect driven wind turbine.
[0064] A direct driven wind turbine has a rotor with rotor
blades that is directly coupled to the generator-rotor. The
rotor of the wind turbine is supported by a main bearing.
Often the rotor of the generator is supported by the same
bearing.
[0065] This bearing shows a diameter of more then
one meter. a sliding bearing is often used for this purpose.
The rotor of the wind turbine has to be disassembled to
exchange the bearing. A crane is needed for this opera-
tion.
[0066] The sliding surface of the baring is machined
on spot. The bearing can stay mounted in the wind turbine
during the machining operation.
[0067] Thus the rotor does not need to be disassem-
bled. Thus service time is saved, thus a crane is saved.
Thus the costs of service are reduced and the down-time
of the wind turbine is minimized.
[0068] A method to perform a service at a sliding bear-
ing comprises the steps of treating the sliding surface of
the bearing by the use of a machining element that is
arranged between the first bearing shell and the second

bearing shell.
[0069] A machining element is arranged between the
first and the second bearing shell. The machining ele-
ment is performing a machining operation at a surface in
the bearing.
[0070] The bearing is rotated to apply the machining
element on an inner surface of the bearing.
[0071] Thus no additional drive is needed in the ma-
chining element. Thus no additional power connection is
needed from the machining element to a power source.
[0072] The bearing is flushed to remove loose particles
from the bearing.
[0073] After the machining operation loose particles
from the surface of the bearing shell or the machining
element might be in the bearing. Thus the bearing is
cleaned after the machining. The bearing is flushed with
a liquid to remove the loose particles and the dust from
the bearing. Loose particles and dust can cause damage
in the sliding bearing.
[0074] Oil can be used as a liquid for flushing the bear-
ing.
[0075] Thus the loose particles and the dust are re-
moved from the bearing. Thus no damage can be done
to the sliding surface due to loose particles. Thus the
lifetime of the bearing is increased.
[0076] A machining element is used in an arrangement
or in a method according to the invention.
[0077] The invention is shown in more detail by the
help of figures. The figures show a preferred configura-
tion and do not limit the scope of the invention.

FIG 1 shows a detail of a sliding bearing
FIG 2 shows a second embodiment of the sliding

bearing
FIG 3 shows a third embodiment of the sliding bearing
FIG 4 shows a detail of the third embodiment of the

sliding bearing
FIG 5 shows a bearing pad with an adjustment mech-

anism
FIG 6 shows a bearing pad with shins
FIG 7 shows a sliding bearing in a hub of a wind tur-

bine
FIG 8 shows a detailed view of the sliding bearing and

an opening

[0078] FIG 1 shows a detail of a sliding bearing.
[0079] FIG 1 shows an opening 4 in a first bearing shell
1. Through the opening 4 a second bearing shell 2 is
visible. A bearing pad 3 comprises a pad carrier 8 and a
liner 9. The pad carrier 3 is attached to the second bearing
shell 2. The liner 9 is attached to the pad carrier 8.
[0080] The surface of the liner 9 is sliding along the
sliding surface of the first bearing shell 1 when the bearing
shells are rotating in respect to each other.
[0081] A machining element 10 comprising a machin-
ing surface 11 is arranged between the first bearing shell
1 and the second bearing shell 2. The machining element
10 is attached to the second bearing shell 2.
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[0082] The machining surface 11 is sliding along the
sliding surface of the first bearing shell 1 when the bearing
shells are rotating in respect to each other. The machin-
ing surface 11 is then treating the sliding surface of the
first bearing shell 1.
[0083] FIG 2 shows a second embodiment of the slid-
ing bearing.
[0084] FIG 2 shows an opening 4 in a first bearing shell
1. Through the opening 4 a second bearing shell 2 is
visible. A bearing pad 3 comprising a pad carrier 8 and
a liner 9 is attached to the second bearing shell 2.
[0085] A machining element 10 comprising a machin-
ing surface 11 is arranged between the first bearing shell
1 and the second bearing shell 2. The machining element
10 is attached to the second bearing shell 2.
[0086] The machining surface 11 is sliding along the
sliding surface of the first bearing shell 1 when the bearing
shells are rotating in respect to each other. The machin-
ing surface 11 is then treating the sliding surface of the
first bearing shell 1.
[0087] FIG 3 shows a third embodiment of the sliding
bearing.
[0088] FIG 3 shows an opening 4 in a first bearing shell
1 of a sliding bearing.
[0089] Two pad carriers 8 are visible. During normal
operation the pad carriers 8 hold liners 9 that comprise
a surface that slides along the sliding surface of the first
bearing shell 1 during operation of the baring.
[0090] The liners 9 of the pad carriers are exchanged
by liners with a machining property 12. These liners treat
the sliding surface of the first bearing shell, when the first
and the second bearing shell are rotated in respect to
each other.
[0091] The liners 12 can be exchanged through the
opening 4.
[0092] FIG 4 shows a detail of the third embodiment
of the sliding bearing.
[0093] FIG 4 shows an opening 4 in a first bearing shell
1. Three bearing pads 3 are visible through the opening4.
Two of the bearing pads 3 comprise a pad carrier 8 and
liners 9. The third pad carrier is equipped with a liner 12
with a surface with a machining property 12. This third
liner is facing the opening 4.
[0094] The liner 12 can be exchanged through the
opening 4.
[0095] FIG 5 shows a bearing pad with an adjustment
mechanism.
[0096] FIG 5 shows an opening 4 in a first bearing shell
1. The second bearing shell 2 is visible through the open-
ing 4. Two bearing pads 3 are visible. The bearing pads
3 comprise a pad carrier 8 and liners 9.
[0097] One of the pad carriers 3 shows an adjustment
mechanism 13. By using the adjustment mechanism 13
the height of the pad carrier 3 can be adjusted.
[0098] After the treatment of the sliding surface of the
sliding bearing the clearance between the first bearing
shell 1 and the second bearing shell 2 might have
changed. The height of the bearing pad 3 can be adjusted

to keep the tolerance of the sliding bearing constant.
[0099] In this embodiment the height of the bearing
pad 3 can be adjusted by moving the two halves of the
adjustment mechanism 13 in respect to each other.
[0100] FIG 6 shows a bearing pad with shins.
[0101] FIG 6 shows an opening 4 in a first bearing shell
1. The second bearing shell 2 is visible through the open-
ing 4. Two bearing pads 3 are visible through the opening
4. The bearing pads 3 comprise a pad carrier 8 and liners
9.
[0102] One of the pad carriers 3 shows shins 14 to
adjust the height of the bearing pad 3. Shins 14 can be
used in combination with the bearing pad 3 to adjust the
heights of the bearing pad according to the clearance
between the first bearing shell 1 and the second bearing
shell 2.
[0103] After the treatment of the sliding surface of the
sliding bearing the clearance between the first bearing
shell 1 and the second bearing shell 2 might have
changed. The height of the bearing pad 3 can be adjusted
to keep the tolerance of the sliding bearing constant.
[0104] One or more shins 14, or a shin 14 with a certain
thickness can be used to adjust the height of the bearing
pad 3.
[0105] FIG 7 shows a sliding bearing in a hub of a wind
turbine.
[0106] FIG 7 shows a sliding bearing according to the
invention that is used in a hub of a wind turbine.
[0107] The sliding bearing is arranged in a hub 20 of
a wind turbine. The bearing is used as the main bearing
in a wind turbine. A main bearing in a wind turbine can
have more then one meter in diameter.
[0108] The bearing comprises a first bearing shell 1
and a second bearing shell 2. Bearing pads 3 are ar-
ranged between the bearing shells. An opening 4 is ar-
ranged in the first bearing shell 1. Through the opening
4 the bearing pads 3 are visible.
[0109] One of the bearing pads 3 is equipped with a
liner with a machining property 12. The liner 12 is sliding
along the sliding surface of the first bearing shell 1 when
the bearing shells are rotating in respect to each other.
[0110] The liner 12 of the bearing pad 3 is when treating
the sliding surface. The machining property can be a pol-
ishing pad for example, to polish the sliding surface.
[0111] FIG 8 shows a detailed view of the sliding bear-
ing and an opening.
[0112] FIG 8 shows the exchange of liners 9 of bearing
pads 3 with liners with a machining property 12.
[0113] A cover 7 covers the opening 4. The cover 7 is
opened to gain access to the opening 4. The liners are
then exchanged through the opening 4 with liners 12 with
a surface with a machining property. The liners are
mounted to pad carriers 8 that can also be exchanged
through the opening 4.
[0114] The opening 4 is a through hole from the outer
surface 6 of the first bearing shell 1 to the inner surface
5 of the first bearing shell 1. Bearing pads 3 are arranged
between the first and the second bearing shell. The bear-
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ing pads 3 are attached to the second bearing shell 2
and will slide along the inner surface 5 of the first bearing
shell 1, which is the sliding surface of the sliding bearing.
[0115] The liners 12 with the machining property can
be mounted to the pad carriers 8. The cover 7 is closed
and the bearing shells are rotated in respect to each oth-
er. The liners 12 then slide along the sliding surface and
treat the sliding surface with their surface with the ma-
chining property.
[0116] The machining property can be a polishing
property or a sanding property for example.

Claims

1. Sliding bearing of a wind turbine comprising

- a first bearing shell (1) and a second bearing
shell (2) and a plurality of bearing pads (3) ar-
ranged between the first bearing shell (1) and
the second bearing shell (2),
- whereby the bearing pads (3) are connected
to the second bearing shell (2) and the first bear-
ing shell (1) comprises a sliding surface that is
prepared and arranged in a way that the bearing
pads (3) can slide along the sliding surface when
the bearing shells are moved in respect to each
other,
- a machining element (10, 11, 12) is arranged
between the first bearing shell (1) and the sec-
ond bearing shell (2) to treat the sliding surface
of the first bearing shell (1).

2. Sliding bearing according to claim 1, wherein at least
one of the bearing pads (3) is prepared and arranged
in a way that it is replaceable by the machining ele-
ment (10).

3. Sliding bearing according to one of the claims 1 to
2, whereby the machining element (10) is a bearing
pad (3) with a machining surface (11).

4. Sliding bearing according to one of the claims 1 to
2, whereby at least one bearing pad (3) comprises
a pad carrier (8) and a liner (9), and the machining
element (10) is a pad carrier (8) with a liner (9) with
a machining property (12).

5. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, comprising

- an opening (4) in the first bearing shell (1),
- whereby the opening (4) is a through hole lead-
ing from the outer surface to the inner surface
of the first bearing shell (1),
- whereby the opening (4) is prepared and ar-
ranged in a way that the machining element (10,
12) can be arranged between the first bearing

shell (1) and the second bearing shell (2)
through the opening (4).

6. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, whereby at least one bearing pad (3) is pre-
pared and arranged in a way that the thickness of
the bearing pad (3) can be adapted to the clearance
between the first and the second bearing shell.

7. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, whereby at least one bearing pad (3) com-
prises an adjustment mechanism (13), so that the
thickness of the bearing pad (3) can be adjusted to
the clearance between the first and the second bear-
ing shell.

8. Sliding bearing according to one of the claims 1 to
5, comprising a shin (14) to adjust the thickness of
at least one bearing pad (3) to the clearance between
the first and the second bearing shells.

9. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, whereby the sliding bearing is a bearing in a
wind turbine.

10. Sliding bearing according to one of the preceding
claims, whereby the sliding bearing is the main bear-
ing in a direct driven wind turbine.

11. Method to perform a service at a sliding bearing ac-
cording to one of the preceding claims comprising
the steps of treating the sliding surface of the bearing
by the use of a machining element (10, 12) that is
arranged between the first bearing shell (1) and the
second bearing shell (2).

12. Method according to claim 11 comprising the steps
of rotating the bearing to apply the machining ele-
ment (10, 12) on an inner surface of the bearing.

13. Method according to claim 13 comprising the steps
of flushing the bearing to remove loose particles from
the bearing.

14. Machining element (10, 11, 12) to be used in an ar-
rangement according to the claims 1 to 10 or in a
method according to claims 11 to 13.
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